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The Platinum case grants access to a Special & Rare selection from the cellars of the world's finest 

wine producers featuring exclusive, allocated wines which are only available in minute quantities, 

as usual some of the wines included into our summer case have received high scores from wine 

critics, and others are exclusive to our Platinum club members and will not be seen on our shelves 

for anybody else, for example the alluring Vin de Savoie La Deuse Gilles Berlioz 2017. The secret 

is out that we are fans of Argyros on Santorini, and even though we had some of the estates’ wines 

included in previous cases, I could not resist to include Evdemon 2017, which is just absolutely 

stunning right now. 

 

Greece 

Santorini 
 
Grapes: 

Assyrtiko 

Argyros Cuvee Evdemon Santorini Assyrtiko 2017  £57.95 

We have included Argyros Monsignori into previous club cases, and since 

we are keen lovers of their wines, we would like you to experience also 

their Cuvee Evdemon. In the past years Argyros’ wines have become 

increasingly sought-after and it becomes harder to get ones’ hands on 

some bottles, so we are extra pleased to be able to include them into 

this Platinum case. 

Established in 1903, Estate Argyros is run by Matthew Argyros, 4th 

generation of winemakers. Based in Episkopi Santorini, the winery owns 

120ha of vineyards with ungrafted -original rootstock - phylloxera safe 

plants averaging 70 years old, including some of the oldest vines on the 

island which are over 200 years old. Whilst 120 hectares sounds quite 

sizeable, the reality is that yields are extremely low due to the old age 

of the wines – the older the vineyard, the better the quality, but the 

lower the yields - and of course also due to low planting density on an 

island where rain is scarce during the growing period. 

Evdemon is the super cuvée of the Estate from only two vineyards in the 

areas of Pyrgos and Megalochori that are cultivated with biodynamic 

methods but are not certified. 20% ferments in oak barrels and aged for 

6 months. 

Have this with some Mediterranean dishes, from baked cheese to dishes 

including olives and aubergines – this will cut through the oiliness and 

enhance their flavours. 

'The best Assyrtiko I tried on the MW trip. Lime cordial, ridiculous quality 

and tension. Gunflint like licking metal while submerged in the sea. A bit 

of tannin giving lemon zest lick on the finish. Tight on lemon skates. Fine 

acidity, not explosive. Amazing length.' Justin Knock MW 
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Australia 

Hunter Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Semillon 

 

 

Brokenwood ILR Semillon 2013                             £38.50      

Brokenwood was established in 1970 by a trio of Sydney-based solicitors, 

in the foothills of the Brokenback Ranges. The original block was destined 

to be a cricket ground for the local community but was instead planted 

with Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz. Today Brokenwood are one of the 

finest producers in the Hunter Valley. 

Run for the past 35 years by Iain Lesley Riggs who gives this top Semillon 

bottling, which is held back for 6 years to develop bottle maturity 

before release, its name. This is only produced in the best years, and the 

2013 vintage was selected as Australian wine critic James Halliday’s 

Semillon of the year. 

This is packed with tangy lemon/lime, toasted almonds, candied orange 

zest, the typical buttered toast and hints of kerosene. With only 11% 

alcohol it is silky, weightless and immensely complex. A perfect wine for 

summer-drinking, and a fabulous match with seafood and light starters. 

I find Hunter Semillons are strangely enough often over-looked, and 

especially when they have developed some bottle age, they offer so 

much joy. This can be drunk now, but you can equally as well cellar it 

for another 10 years to get even more complexity and joy. 
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France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

Chablis Grand Cru 'Les Clos' Droin 2019                  £79.95 

The Droins have been producing wines in Chablis for nearly 400 years 

(their history as vignerons goes back at least to 1620). Benoît represents 

the14th generation of Droins and is one of the most dynamic winemakers 

in the region. His father Jean-Paul put the domaine on the map but 

perhaps went too far down the road of new oak barrels. The domaine 

owns 13 hectares of vineyards and produces 14 different wines, including 

Petit Chablis, Chablis, 7 Premiers Crus and 5 Grands Crus. Benoît runs a 

more sophisticated operation from a large modern winery almost in the 

shadow of the grands crus. He has revised his pruning system and 

significantly reduced yields. In the cellar the principal change has been 

away from new oak. Each wine now gets the treatment which Benoît 

thinks is suited to its terroir. Thus Petit Chablis, Chablis, premiers crus 

Vaucoupin and Côte de Lechet, and grand cru Blanchots are all 

fermented and matured in tank. Vaillons, Mont de Milieu and Montée de 

Tonnerre receive 25 per cent of barrel fermentation and maturation, 35 

per cent for Vosgros and Vaudésir, 40 per cent for Montmains and Valmur, 

peaking at 50 per cent for Fourchaume, Grenouilles and Les Clos. 

However, the age of the oak and the choice of tonnelier may vary 

according to the cuvée. The maximum new oak is ten per cent in the 

grands crus. 

'The grandest of the Grand Cru sites in Chablis, Les Clos is a large 

vineyard that faces south and southwest, is rather steep and well-

drained, and is composed of a seemingly perfect blend of white chalk 

and clay. Les Clos is a wine that can be easily misunderstood if opened 

too young. It tends to be compact, dense and have levels of hidden power 

that take a to of bottle development to appear. Over time and wonderful 

layered profile of citrus oil, orange peel and fine smoky notes appear. I 

would decant Les Clos for at least an hour or more before drinking. Droin 

is blessed with 3 distinct parcels in Les Clos. One at the very top, eastern 

side that is extremely stony and produces fine, delicate fruit. A middle 

section faces due south that Benoît finds has perfect reduction and 

minerality. Finally, a section on the bottom western corner that provides 

fruit richness and palate volume. In the context of global fine wine Les 

Clos, being the top site of its region, remains a relative bargain in the 

wine world and Droin sit comfortably amongst its very finest producers. 

Every wine collector should have some of this in their cellar and leave it 

alone for ten years before opening.' Justin Knock MW 
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France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay  

Château Fuissé Pouilly Fuissé Tête de Cuvée 2018  £29.50 

The Tête de Cuvée 2018 was not only rated 97 points in the Decanter 

World Wine Awards, it was also the wine which achieved the highest 

overall rating out of any white Burgundy! Suffice to say that this needed 

to be included into our summer case. 

Located in Maconnais, southern Burgundy, Château-Fuissé was founded 

in 1862 and remains in the hands of Famille Vincent. Antoine, the fifth 

generation, has been the winemaker and General Manager since 2003. 

The family’s 40 hectares of vineyards are draped across some of the best 

terroir of southern Burgundy and Beaujolais. The climate is temperate 

continental, with cold winters and warm summers that gently ripens the 

grapes. The family’s vineyards are planted solely the white Chardonnay 

grape in Burgundy and the red Gamay variety in Beaujolais. Famille 

Vincent farm their land with sustainable practices and respect to nature. 

Antoine Vincent’s focus is on producing grapes that best express his 

terroir with a balance between natural ripeness, concentration and 

mineral freshness. He utilises high quality French oak barrels and 

stainless steel vats in the winery. 

Château de Fuissé has always been the leader in Pouilly-Fuissé and 

indeed many vintages are more like the expensive whites from further 

north in Meursault and Chassagne. A sublime Chardonnay, complex and 

full flavoured and marked with the Château's renowned minerality.  

‘Brimming with ripe yellow plums and nectarines with candied 

lemon/lime citrus and honeysuckle; delightfully pure and harmonious 

with a warming creamy oak consistency and a lovely deft finish. Long and 

luxurious.’ Platinum, Decanter World Wine Awards 97 points 

A perfect match with roasted fish dishes, a classic match would be pan-

fried scallops, because these develop these lovely caramelised flavours 

to go with this. Alternatively BBQed Langoustine or Lobster come close 

second! 
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France 

Provence 

Grapes:  
Grenache 

Cinsault 

Vermentino 

Rock Angel Rosé Château d'Esclans 2020                 £29.95                           

From the same stable as Whispering Angel producer Château d’Esclans, 

the benchmark for Provence Rosé, Rock Angel is a more serious, food 

friendly Rosé with a cult following. The rolling hills of southern Provence 

provide the backdrop for the picturesque Chateau d’Esclans. It’s the sort 

of place that begs you to sit on its sun-drenched terrace with a glass of 

cool rosé. Nestled amongst the gnarled Grenache vines, the site and 

château were fully renovated in 2006 by new owner, Sacha Lichine. It is 

the old vines that really set this estate apart from its neighbours, with 

the higher elevated sections of the vineyards housing up to 90 year old 

vines, giving the wines a depth and structure that makes for some 

imaginative food pairing. Along with Grenache, small amounts of Rolle 

(Vermentino) and Cinsault are added to the mix. 

Consulting winemaker is Patrick Leon, a Bordeaux native with a hugely 

impressive CV including 20 years with Baron Philippe de Rothschild. 

Lightness of touch is important here; the grapes are hand-picked and 

very lightly crushed at low temperatures. Rock Angel has been barrel 

fermented in large 600l demi-muids (oak barrels) and is a more complex 

wine than the straight Whispering Angel.  

 

France 

Provence 

Grapes:  
Mourvedre, 

Grenache, 

Cinsault        

Syrah 

Bandol Rosé Domaine Ott Château Romassan 2020  £35.00 

A perennial favourite wine of the summer it’s easy to forget just how 

good Ott is compared to other Provence Rosé. Everything about it is more 

refined, precise and penetrating with captivating flavours and intriguing 

length. This world famous domaine was founded in Provence in 1912 by 

Marcel Ott, an agricultural engineer who dreamed of creating a great 

wine estate in the Mediterranean. Château de Selle was planted around 

an 18th century country house in the Var region and then in the 1950s 

the Romassan vineyard was planted in the heart of the Bandol region. 

This Provencal Rosé has the distinctive Bandol strength of character 

made from Mourvedre, Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah planted on the 

rocky terraces of limestone, sandstone and marl. 

Its pale, ethereal pink colour tinted with gold or orange, releases a 

bouquet of citrus fruits and white orchard flowers. On the palate, the 

immediate effect is lively and bright, revealing tons of pink grapefruit, 

fleshy white peach and, once the wine has had a chance to breathe, hints 

of fruit tart. The finish is complex and impressively long. 

Ott is t a frivolous wine for gulping on a hot day at a party or in the park, 

and works best when set to a proper meal. Best have it around early 

evening with a selection of light salads being sure to capture flavours of 

zest and piquancy like pomegranate, chicory, citrus fruits and fresh fruit. 
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France  

Savoie 

Grapes:  
85% Mondeuse, 

15% Persan 

Vin de Savoie La Deuse Gilles Berlioz 2017            £39.95  

Gilles Berlioz has an unconventional background for a grower. He wanted 

to live a rural life and first tried cultivating flowers, then breeding vines, 

but couldn’t make a living, so instead worked as a builder. After an 

accident he recovered in Chignin, and surrounded by his family's 0.8ha 

of vines, he decided to give winemaking a try. 

Settling down in Chignin with his wife Christine in 1990, he gradually 

built up his holdings to 7ha of primarily rented vines whilst working as a 

landscaper. Increasingly unhappy with using chemicals in their vineyards 

and with the compaction caused by too much tractor use, Gilles and 

Christine embraced organic practices in the late 1990s, with certification 

following in 2002. It was at this point that Gilles became obsessed with 

making top-class wines and so reduced his holdings to a more 

manageable 4ha as well as moving towards biodynamic viticulture - all 

their vineyards are now worked either by horse or manually with a hoe. 

Winemaking has evolved too, with Gilles cutting out all use of oak in 

2006, and recently moving to fermentation and élevage on fine lees in 

horizontal fibreglass eggs.  

In 2016 the Berlioz changed the name of the domaine to ‘Partagé’ 

meaning shared, reflecting the years of human encounters with workers, 

vignerons and customers, all of whom have helped the estate to progress 

to where it is today, one of the most iconic in Savoie. Nowadays Domaine 

Partagé shares a harvest team with Pascal Quenard, and sell small 

quantities of their grapes to young vignerons to give them a helping hand 

as they start. 

It’s also worth mentioning that they have some of the most original and 

humorous labels in Savoie, with the Bergeron Les Filles and Fripons 

changing every year, often designed by artist friends, some have become 

collector's items. 

La Deuse is a memory of times past when many wines’ alcohol levels 

were between 8-10 degrees. Persan adds a little tannic structure and 

intense red fruits to the typical mondeuse flavour and aromas of violets, 

black fruits and pepper. Very sappy, racy fruit, with a wonderful texture 

and real digestibility. An iconic and sought-after Savoie bottling. 

Whilst Savoie might remind most of Skiing holidays rather than summer 

drinking La Deuse for me has lots in common with red Burgundy, yet it is 

intriguingly different. This is layered, fragrant and reveals new flavours 

with every sip. Enjoy in big Burgundy glasses. We can only get very few 

cases, and the bad news is, that once you are hooked on this just like I 

am, there is only anticipation for the next vintage. 
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Spain 

Priorat 

Grapes:  
75% Garnacha, 
20% Syrah,       
5% Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

Laurel Clos I Terrasses 2017                                    £41.50 

 

The top wine of Clos I Terrasses, Clos Erasmus, is one of the benchmarks 

of the area, and a reference in the country. The project was born in 

1989, from being friends with a couple of local chancers, named Alvaro 

Palacios and Rene Barbier, who persuaded the owner, Daphne Glorian, 

that some old Garnacha vines on the local licorella (schist) soils might 

just make a decent bottle of wine. The first 10 vintages were made at 

Rene Barbier's Clos Mogador until Daphne purchased an old cellar. 

The wines have gone from strength to strength, mixing the characteristic 

dense fruit, exotic spice and licorella minerality with a freshness and 

elegance that sets the wine apart from many of this grand appellation. 

Sourced from 3 small vineyards in the Gratallops, this blend of Grenache, 

Syrah with a touch of Cabernet Sauvignon is Clos I Terrasses’ second 

wine, made from the grapes from younger vines, or the occasional 

declassified barrel of top wine Clos Erasmus. But it is a thing of beauty 

unto itself, aged for 16-18 months in 20hl oak tanks, 228-litre French oak 

barrels and amphorae. 

This is of pale purple colour. The nose is fragrant and floral with 

lavender, black cherry and cherry kernel baking spice, layered; full-

bodied and classy. Medium, silky high quality tannins. We could secure a 

small allocation of this, and we I am sure won't have it as long as we 

would like to - this drinks now, if decanted for an hour ideally, or keep 

for the next minimum 3-5 years this will age beautifully for much longer. 

'The 2017 Laurel is a blend of the younger vines, some barrels that were 

declassified from Clos Erasmus and the remaining Cabernet Sauvignon, 

and in the low-yielding and dry 2017 vintage, it's 70% Garnacha, 20% 

Syrah and 10% Cabernet Sauvignon, with 15% alcohol. The wine 

fermented mostly in concrete and oak vats with indigenous yeasts and 

matured in a combination of oak vats, concrete, used barriques and 

amphorae for 16 months. They produce this to be approachable from the 

moment it's released. The 2017s feel very aromatic, open, expressive 

and young, quite primary, tender and juicy and surprisingly fresh for a 

dry, warm year that resulted in a very early harvest. There is a peachy, 

soft, approachable quality here that I like very much. Surprisingly 

enough, winemaker and proprietor Daphne Glorian sees reminiscences of 

the 2013s in the 2017s, and I have to agree. Different from 2016, but at 

the same quality level. 19,126 bottles were filled in May 2019.' 

95ots, Luis Gutiérrez, RobertParker.com 
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France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Bourgogne Rouge Jean Grivot 2018                       £42.50  

Etienne Grivot and his wife Marielle (Patrick Bize's sister) took over from 

his father in 1990, making him the fifth generation of Grivots to make 

wine in Vosne-Romanée. In the 1930s it was one of the first domaines to 

bottle and sell the wines themselves. The Grivots go back a long way in 

Burgundy. Indeed, two previous generations of Grivots have married girls 

of the same surname. Jean Grivot, whose name continues to appear on 

the labels, took over from his father in 1955 and handed on to his son 

Etienne in the early 1980s. Etienne, married to Marielle Bize from 

Savigny, has been through a number of incarnations as winemaker here. 

When he took over, his father’s style was for gentle, graceful wines 

which perhaps were a little weak in the lesser vintages. In 1994, a 

difficult year but a breakthrough vintage at the domaine, Etienne began 

to find his own voice and made a range of very fine wines given how poor 

the weather was. Since then he has not looked back and a drive to reduce 

yields and fine-tune his work in the vineyards and cellar since the mid-

2000s continues to drive quality upwards. 

The domaine is going through an exciting phase as Etienne’s talented, 

charming and passionate daughter Mathilde, who brings a fresh approach 

to this fine domaine while keeping the long-time tradition of the Grivot 

family is in the process of taking over the reigns.  

Mathilde and Etienne believe in getting quality first thanks to meticulous 

vineyard work throughout the year. The result of this hard work is 

healthy, ripe (both phenolic and sugar levels) and depth of concentration 

and flavour of the fruit. All fruit is completely destemmed.  

A simply marvellous Bourgogne Rouge that knocks the pants off many 

other producers’ village wines. Grivot has extensive Premier and Grand 

cru holdings in Vosne-Romanée, and this wine is sourced from a parcel 

of 50 year old vines in the village of Vosne-Romanée that Etienne 

considers is not good enough for other wines. Astonishingly high 

standards at this world-class domaine. The fruit here all comes from 

around Vosne-Romanée, from both sides of the D974, enhanced by some 

lovely old vines (some of which are 70 years old). This has rich and silky 

berry fruit with ripe and polished tannins and the typical ‘Grivot finesse’.  
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France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Gevrey-Chambertin En Champs  
Domaine Geantet-Pansiot 2013  £69.95 

 

The Domaine Géantet Pansiot in Burgundy is currently run by Vincent 

Géantet, who is the third generation of vignerons in his family, though 

the vineyards and even winery buildings have changed with each new 

generation, as a result of inheritance laws covering a widespread family. 

His daughter, Emilie, continues the tradition having set up on her own 

while son, Fabien, has been working alongside his father since the age of 

12. Edmond Géantet began domaine bottling in 1955. Vincent joined his 

father in 1977, taking full charge in 1989. 

The vineyards are run according to lutte raisonée, with no herbicides, 

just one or two anti-disease chemical treatments. The grapes are sorted 

on three tables de tri, the last of which is done berry by berry, after 

destemming. The uncrushed berries are cooled to 10°C for 10 days, then 

warmed to 22°C for fermentation to start. The tanks are punched down 

once and pumped over once a day, after which the solids are given a 

light pressing and all the juice is left to settle for a week, so that any 

last sugar emerging from the pressed skins can finish fermenting. The 

wines are then matured in barrel for 15 months, with a couple of stirrings 

but no racking. 30% new wood is used on every cuvée, from Bourgogne 

Rouge to Charmes-Chambertin. 

The Géantets now exploit 12 hectares, much of it with farming contracts. 

Half of this is village Gevrey Chambertin and a further three and a bit 

hectares generic Burgundy. 

'Stylistically Geantet-Pansiot's wines often come across as very dense, 

with a dark and concentrated ruby red, often with almost violet reflexes 

in the glass. After a few years in the bottle, I have often enjoyed their 

En Champs in particular. 2013 was a more elegant vintage which benefits 

their style. Pour into a big Burgundy glass, and allow it to breathe for a 

moment, and this will reveal layers of cherry and forest berry fruit, and 

wet earth.' Anja Breit, Philglas & Swiggot 
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France 

South West 

Grapes:  
80% Tannat    

20% Cabernet 

Sauvignon 

Château Montus Madiran 2015                                £32.95 

 

When Alain Brumont bought Château Montus in 1980, the South West 

vineyards were in full stagnation. The Tannat vines had been pulled out 

and replaced by cereals. Being an enthusiastic winegrower and devoted 

to his vineyard, Alain Brumont started to look for the ideal terroirs for 

planting Tannat, the emblematic Madiran grape variety. 20 years later, 

he became the proprietor of almost all the great terroirs of the 

appellation. With relentless hard work and strong convictions, he 

managed to prove to the world that great wines could be produced in 

Madiran and that they could equal Bordeaux wines. 

Château Montus, a blend of 80% Tannat and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon is a 

Madiran with round and soft tannins, an example of balance and finesse, 

with perfect expression of the grape from this Madiran showpiece estate 

on steep vineyards surrounding a grand château. The wine is black, firm 

and full of tannins while allowing room for swathes of dark fruits and a 

bold structure. Even though this is not made from Merlot, it has been 

described as the Petrus of the South by taste! 

We have added this to the Platinum summer case to shine when you get 

your BBQ started – it will enhance flavours of grilled vegetables and meat 

alike, and also has the structure to cut through a T-Bone! 
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Australia 

Victoria 
 
Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Irrewarra Pinot Noir 2018                                       £43.50  
 
We have long been followers of Nick and Garry Farr of By Farr who are 

some of our personal Pinot superstars! Irrewarra is a new project of 

theirs, and the name is an Aboriginal term meaning “long spear throw”, 

and it’s partly the thrill of the hunt that drew Nick Farr to this area, 

approximately 150 kilometres south-west of Melbourne near Colac 40 odd 

kms from Bass Strait. The slope is a mixture of grey sandy clay loams at 

the south end, to dark brown loams with fragments of buckshot and 

quartz gravels towards the north – all with underlying brown to yellow 

clays. Vineyard owners John and Bronwyn Calvert, of Irrewarra 

Sourdough Bakery, share with the Farr family an appreciation of honest, 

homegrown food and wine. The vineyard was planted in 2001 to a 

mixture of clones on their own roots. It’s predominantly Pinot Noir, with 

six acres, with a further two acres planted to Chardonnay.  When Nick 

learned from John in 2011 that the vineyard had been left untended for 

a couple of years, he jumped at the chance to work with it. 2012 was his 

first vintage handling the fruit, and the Farrs now have a long-term lease 

in place, giving Nick the freedom to explore a completely new challenge. 

This has vibrant red cherry and cranberry notes with hints of candied 

raspberry. Even though there is no whole bunch used here in the making, 

it has a delicious herbal layer as well as hints of warm, damp earth on 

the nose. The palate is juicy and has a refreshing zing to it with a orange 

peel flavour, hints of milk chocolate with just a touch of creamy oak. 

Very classy tannins. Delicious Pinot not to be missed, and this is one of 

my favourite go-to wines for summer because it is delicate and perfumed 

and far from boring. 

'Medium to light red to brick-red colour with a tinge of purple. A strongly 

stalk-influenced Campari-like bouquet, the palate fresh and brisk with 

lively acidity and gentle texture, lightness of being and charm. The 

acidity is rather high, but refreshes the finish. A charming wine of real 

complexity. There’s a lot of nuance here – albeit very bunchy, but not 

overdone.' 94 points, Huon Hooke, The Real Review 
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Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


