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France 

Languedoc-

Roussillon  

Grapes: 

Grenache 

Blanc 

Roc des Anges Côtes Catalanes Blanc Vieilles Vignes 2018        £26.95 
 

The Roc des Anges estate was created in 2001 by Stéphane and Marjorie Gallet. The 

couple has a passion for the land they are working. He originally comes from 

Normandy, she from Côte-Rôtie. They started with 10 hectares in Languedoc-

Roussillon, made up of a few hundred-year-old vines acquired from cooperative 

cellars, however the estate is expanding thanks to the successive purchase of new 

plots. The choice of where and what to buy is always justified by low yields and 

quality. Roc des Anges’ first four cuvées, totaling 10,000 bottles, were sold out in 

an instant. Stéphane Gallet gained experience for 8 years at Mas Amiel and did not 

take up full-time work at the Roc des Anges until 2008. Time reveals and refines the 

personality of their terroirs, which amounted to 40 hectares in 2016. The conversion 

into biodynamics of the estate began from their first vintage and continues year 

after year, plot by plot. They finally obtained their certification in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

France 

Loire Valley 

Grapes:  

Chenin Blanc 

 

 

Thomas Batardière L’Esprit Libre Chenin Blanc 2018               £25.95 

Born in 1980 in Angers, Thomas Batardière got bitten by the wine bug in 2008 

following a degree in anthropology and a job as a cinematographer. Thomas is a 

doer, he does not stand still, voluble and passionate he worked as a sommelier at 

first, and then feeling the need of getting closer to wine, he joined Château Yvonne 

in Saumur, quickly becoming Mathieu Vallée’s right-hand man (whilst studying 

agriculture in Beaune!). Thomas has a very individual take on Chenin, he loves its 

finesse, acidity and ability to reflect terroirs, picking it early (ideally with 12.5% 

alcohol potential and yields at 30 to 40hh), and fermenting as well as ageing in small 

stainless steel tanks to preserve purity. He aims at making zero-sulphur wines, rarely 

racking and working reductively on the lees – a tricky exercise and a theme often 

debated with Richard. 

Most of the 30 to 90 year old vines are in the lieu-dit L’Éspérance near Rablay-Sur-

Layon, next to the Domaine des Sablonettes (Jérémy Ménard and Thomas are mates 

regularly helping each other) on a gravelly plateau of red sand, quartz and clay. 

Thomas prefers stainless steel to accentuate Chenin's natural tension, a judicious 

choice in the recent hot vintages. This wine aged on fine lees without sulphur until 

bottling in the summer. It is fruit-forward but still bright and crisp with a strong 

saline stamp. 
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Italy 

Etna 

Grapes:  

Carricante 

Catarratto  

Tenuta delle Terre Nere Etna Bianco Calderara 2018               £36.95 

One of the most exciting wines from Sicily. Marc de Grazia hails from Piemonte but 

championed the revival of Mt Etna wines back in the early 2000s when vineyards 

cost almost nothing - now land on this majestic volcano is some of the most sought 

after in Europe and the wines have become globally recognised for quality and 

distinctiveness. He created Tenuta della Terre Nere (land of the black earth) in 2002 

and has been instrumental in identifying and classifying the finest 'cru', or contrada 

as they are known locally, on the prestigious northern slopes of Mt Etna where the 

vines take some respite from the mediterranean sun thanks to aspect and altitude. 

Etna Bianco wines are rare, with white grapes constituting just 4% of the vineyard 

area of Mt Etna. This is a blend of local varieties, predominantly Carricante and 

Catarratto - grown right across Mt Etna and made in stainless steel tanks. A powerful 

lemony wine with wonderful, mineral depth and a refreshing saline finish - this little 

Etna Bianco has a permanent position in my wine fridge at home. Just a superb 

drinking wine. 

 

 

France 

Jura 

Grapes:  

Savagnin 

Château Chalon Domaine Marie Chevassu Vin Jaune 2011        £49.95 

Marie-Pierre is a young vigneronne whose wines are definitely old style. If you like 

your Poulsard orange and rustic and your Chardonnay to have that “Jaune” ne sais 

quoi, from a sojourn under a yeasty veil, you’ll love the uncompromising earthiness 

of these Jurassic wines. At just 50 hectares Château Chalon is home to the 

extraordinary Vin Jaune (“Yellow wine”), made from the Savagnin grape varietal. 

The grapes are harvested late and then aged in small oak barrels for a minimum of 

6 years and 3 months (although some producers age their Vin Jaune for up to 10 

years in barrel). The slightly porous oak barrels are, by design, not completely 

airtight, and a considerable portion – nearly 40% - of the wine therefore evaporates 

over the years (the so-called “angels share). No topping up is done. A thick layer of 

flor yeast, known as the voile or veil, looking like a white foam, develops on the 

surface of the wine and helps prevent excessive oxidation. This aging method, 

similar to that used for fino sherry in Spain, but in France specific to the Jura, allows 

the wine to acquire its distinct flavours. 

Green walnut, caraway, fenugreek seed and pickled ginger jostle for attention with 

a hint of medlar segueing into peanut brittle and salted caramel. The finish is taut, 

verging on stony-metallic with gripping lemon-grazed acidity and an amazing 

nuttiness that reverberates around the palate for such a long time. Your perfect 

match with hard cheeses such as Comté or Curry! 
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Greece 

Santorini 

Grapes:  

Assyrtiko  

Volcanic Slopes Vineyards 'Pure' Santorini Assyrtiko 2017         £58.95 

Pure is the result of a partnership between vineyard owner Manolis Chloridis and 

winemaker Matthew Argyros, owner and winemaker of the well-established and 

respected Argyros Estate on Santorini.  

The first vintage was 2013 and current production is a mere 6,000 bottles per year 

but the track record has been exceptional so far. 

‘Pure’ is 100% Assyrtiko wine. The grapes for this premium wine are sourced from 

two specific parcels in Pyrgos and Megalochori, aged more than 200 years old. The 

harvest is usually in August and all grapes are carefully handpicked and thoroughly 

hand-sorted keeping only the best fruit and getting the best quality of juice. ‘Pure’ 

is a white dry wine that ferments in cement vats, following the traditional method 

of winemaking on Santorini. The fermentation is completed with the must’s natural 

yeasts, without any human intervention, while temperature remains stable in the 

vats naturally. The wine ages for 14 months on the lees before bottling, which allows 

its luscious and complex character to reveal. 

 

 

France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay  

Petit Chablis, René et Vincent Dauvissat 2015                         £34.50 

Established in the 1920s, Domaine René et Vincent Dauvissat is one of the finest, if 

not the finest, domaines in Chablis. Vincent started working with his father in 1976 

and has run the domaine since. 

The Domaine owns 11 hectares of the best vineyard land split between two Grands 

Cru and three Premier Crus sites. Yields are small and the attention to detail in the 

winery mind blowing. The grapes are fermented in enamel tanks where the juice 

remains for a year before being transferred to oak barrels. Dauvissat mostly work 

with used oak barrels that don't impart much oak flavour to the wine, but add some 

fine texture to the pure and beautifully intense wines.   

This Petit Chablis comes, from the outskirts of the classic heartland of the Chablis 

region, yet with the Dauvissat approach to quality, it tastes just like what you 

expect from Chablis, precise & mineral with some white cheese rind and oyster 

shell. 
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South 

Africa 

Walker Bay 

Grapes:  

Pinot Noir 

Crystallum 'Litigo' Pinot Noir Hemel-en-Aarde 2019                 £41.95 

 
This small winery was established in 2007 by brothers Peter-Allan and Andrew 

Finlayson. Their father, Peter, was a pioneer in the production of cool climate 

Chardonnay and Pinot Noir at Bouchard Finlayson, so after university it seemed the 

natural thing for the boys to return home and source some fruit from the Hemel-en-

Aarde valley to start their own label. Crystallum is now one of the most highly 

regarded wineries in South Africa, yet the Finlaysons are determined to make even 

better wines. Peter-Allan has sourced fruit from some new vineyards, while 

winemaking has evolved. All of the wines are now fermented using indigenous yeasts 

and new oak has been reduced to help the bright fruit shine through. 

This is the maiden vintage from seven-year-old vines on Crystallum's own Shaw’s 

Mountain vineyard just outside the Hemel en Aarde valley. The Litigo, meaning 

‘discussion’ in legal terms, is a wine made in partnership with lawyer Eben van Wyk. 

The nose is subtle but alluring with mulberry and pomegranate alongside intense 

floral notes and a light peaty smokiness in the background. A palate of bright red 

fruits, sweet spice and olive tapenade add body and complexity. With fine tannins 

and a medium acidity, this is a fresh and vibrant wine accessible early but suitable 

for ageing through 2025. 

 

 

New 

Zealand 

Hawkes Bay 

Grapes:  

76% Merlot, 

14% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 

8% Cabernet 

Franc, 2% 

Malbec 

Craggy Range Te Kahu 2015                                                    £26.95 

Craggy Range is arguably the pre-eminent winery in Hawkes Bay, with fantastic 

vineyard holdings on the Gimblett Gravels. These are some of the youngest soils on 

the planet, formed in the last hundred or so years from changes in the direction of 

the local Ngaruroro river. This triangular area is deeply alluvial and one of the very 

best locations for growing Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and other Bordeaux grapes as 

well as Syrah in all of New Zealand. Te Kahu means 'the cloak' in te reo Maori and 

refers to the mist that envelops Giants Winery in the Tukituki Valley. Legend has it 

that this mist was used to protect a mythical Maori maiden from the sun as she 

visited her lover Te Mata. 

Made from 76% Merlot, 14% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Cabernet Franc, 2% Malbec. 

Deep crimson red. Complex aromatics of ripe plum, a touch of cassis, fresh rosemary 

and roasted meats. The palate is generous and approachable but also has a high 

level of sophistication with fine grained tannins enveloping a dense body of 

succulent black fruits. 18% new French Oak. 
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Italy 

Piedmont 

Grapes:  

Nebbiolo 

Produttori del Barbaresco Riserva Cru Rabaja 2015  £64.95 

Produttori del Barbaresco is a benchmark producer of Nebbiolo and one of the 

world’s great co-operative winemakers. Reformed in 1958 following decades of 

closure, the revived Cantina Sociale comprised 19 families who banded together to 

survive, making the first three vintages in a church basement before moving across 

the street to their current location. Today they are owned by 51 families and are 

the single most important producer of Nebbiolo in the world. Dedicated to making 

only Nebbiolo, the co-operative insists that if you sell them any grapes, then you 

must sell them all of your grapes – none can be kept back to make an own label or 

super cuvee. It means that this Barbaresco producer is a reference point for the 

style, and a beacon of value and quality.    

The Riservas are only made in great years and when they decide to make them then 

all 9 of the cru sites are made separately. This is the 3rd consecutive release of 

these wines and it looks like they will be released in the next two years as well – 

this has never happened before. The Riservas are sourced from 9 classic sites within 

the Barbaresco village boundaries. Some will drink well young but most of these will 

improve with at least a couple of years in bottle.  

Rabajà - one of the most complete Barbarescos with a soil profile from west to east 

of increasing limestone, giving this wine magnificent complexity and richness. The 

2015 Barbaresco Riserva Rabajà is one of the most tannic and explosive of these 

wines, as it so often is. Even with the heat of the vintage, the tannic bite and energy 

of Rabajà come through loud and clear. In the early going, though, the Rabajà 

appears to be one of the wines in this range most adversely affected by its relatively 

recent bottling. Galloni - 93+  

 

Australia 

South 

Australia 

Grapes:  

96% Shiraz / 

4% Cabernet 

Sauvignon 

Penfolds St Henri Shiraz 2016                                                           £89.95 

St Henri is a time-honoured and alternative expression of Shiraz, and an intriguing 

counterpoint to Grange. It is unusual among high quality Australian red wines as it 

does not rely on any new oak. 

Released for the first time by Penfolds in the early 1950's (first commercial vintage  

1957), it gained a new lease of life in the 1990's as its quality and distinctive style 

became better understood. Proudly, a wine style that hasn't succumbed to the 

dictates of fashion or commerce. St Henri is rich and plush when young, gaining soft, 

earthy, mocha-like characters as it ages. It is matured in old, 1,460 litre vats that 

allow the wine to develop, imparting minimal, if any oak character. Although a small 

proportion of Cabernet is sometimes used to improve structure, the focal point for 

St Henri remains Shiraz. 
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France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  

Pinot Noir 

Beaune 1er Cru Grèves, Domaine Rapet 2010                          £58.50 

 
This historic family estate was created in 1765. Vincent, who is in charge today, 

produces balanced, modern wines, with a pure fruit profile. 

Grèves is the most important vineyard in Beaune due to its size and fame and this 

wine comes from a fairly steep, over 50 year old parcel. The wines display an 

extreme finesse owing to both their aromas and their flavours. They are round and 

profound in mouth, combining elegance with tannic structures. 

 

 

South 

Africa 

Elgin 

Grapes:  

Cabernet 

Franc 

 

Nomad Wines "Franc" Cabernet Franc 2019                              £19.50 

 
In February 2014, our very own Pieter Kruger and Kosie van der Merwe met in a 

cellar in Elgin, South Africa. There was an instant connection between these two 

wine fanatics, sharing similar philosophies about wine and tastes in the wine they 

like to drink, needless to say, a close friendship followed. After ongoing discussions, 

deliberations and heated debates, these two friends decided, on a wine trip abroad, 

that discussions and deliberating about wine was not enough and they produced and 

bottled a wine together. A wine that should be absolutely smashable and perfect 

for a 'braai' (South Africa name for BBQ). A couple of bottles of this 'braai wine' made 

its way back to London in Pieter's suitcase, where he tasted it with some colleagues 

and after great feedback, the friends realised the 'braai wine' should be shared with 

as many people as possible and that is where the Nomad Wine project was born. 

The Nomad Wines project is a soil and site driven project, focussing on different 

sustainably farmed sites around the Overberg, in the Western Cape. When asked 

about how they chose these sites and farmers, the friends responded, 'we like to 

work with people we know, people that share the same philosophies of sustainability 

and most importantly they have to be lekker people (Afrikaans term for nice and 

friendly people)'.  

Franc is made from 100% Cabernet Franc, naturally fermented and 40% whole bunch. 

The wine was made in a fresh and agile style, a red wine that should be enjoyed a 

little chilled, as we think a lot of red wines are drunk far too warm, and by chilling 

the wine you bring out the most delicate almost chalk-like tannin structure. The 

Elgin Valley with its unique cooler growing conditions allowed for a dark, intense 

almost crunchy fruit profile, while the slate-like ferricrete soils on the Belfield farm, 

assisted with lower vine vigour while producing a wine of great concentration and 

the most amazing intense colour. Maiden vintage – only 850 bottles produced! 
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Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


