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France 

Champagne 
 
Grapes: 

Chardonnay, 

Pinot Noir, Pinot 

Meunier 

Champagne Charles Heidsieck Brut Reserve NV       £46.95 

Founded in 1851 by Charles-Camille Heidsieck, the original 'Champagne 
Charlie', the foundation of its modern fame rests on the unrivalled 
quality of its wines, which receive countless awards and accolades year 
after year. This success is attributable to the strength and depth of their 
winemaking team over the past three decades: Daniel Thibault, Regis 
Camus, Thierry Roset and Cyril Brun have between them been awarded 
'Sparkling Winemaker of the Year' at the International Wine Challenge 
sixteen times. No other house has won more than twice. 

Cyril Brun took over as Chef de Cave in 2015. The winemaking philosophy 
is simple, and is evident in the Brut Reserve: grapes are sourced from 60 
different cru’s across the region; fermentation and ageing of the base 
wines takes place primarily in stainless steel to preserve freshness; it is 
a blend of 40% Chardonnay, 40% Pinot Noir and 20% Meunier, including at 
least 40% reserve wines, the average age of which is 10 years; and finally, 
the Brut reserve is aged in bottle on its lees for at least three years prior 
to release. These components combine to give a wine that is more 
'Premium Cuvee' than 'Brut Reserve'. 

 

 

 

 

France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

 

 

Saint Romain Benjamin Leroux 2018                      £36.50 

Having created a name for himself as régisseur (general manager) of 

Domaine du Comte Armand in Pommard, Benjamin Leroux established, 

with English backing, a small négociant business based in Beaune since 

2007. The range is confined to the Côte d’Or, from Chassagne-

Montrachet tp Gevrey-Chambertin, with the intention of developing 

farming contracts or indeed purchasing vineyards in the future. The 

possibilities are very exciting for this exceptionally talented vigneron. 

Benjamin is a master at delivering purity of fruit alongside a seamless 

texture in his wines which have only the subtlest influence of oak. One 

of Benjamin’s favourite locations for white wine vineyards is the border 

between Auxey-Duresses and Meursault, which is where Les Vireuils can 

be found. Here the natural weight of Meursault is enhanced by the 

fresher minerality typical of the side valley of Auxey-Duresses. St Romain 

is one of the more up and coming villages at slightly higher elevation 

above Meursault, and its wines are marked by balanced acidity and 

freshness. 

'Picked the day after Meursault – earlier than usual. Fermented in 12-hl 

foudre. Tank sample. More obvious oak spice here than on the Auxey-

Duresses, with the sweetness of oak. Richness in the mouth and a 

softness to the texture but still fresh. Intense in the mouth and lingering 

on the finish. Really quite powerful and spicy. Almost chewy.' Julia 

Harding MW, jancisrobinson.com 
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Austria 

Wachau 
 
Grapes:  
Grüner Veltliner 

Grüner Veltliner Federspiel Prager 2018                £29.50 

Franz Prager, co-founder of the Vinea Wachau, had already earned a 

reputation for his wines when Toni Bodenstein married into the family. 

Bodenstein’s passion for biodiversity and old terraces, coupled with 

brilliant winemaking, places Prager in the highest echelon of Austrian 

producers. 

Prager’s stylistic signature is that of aromatic complexity coupled with 

power and tension. High-density planting and long hang times ensure ripe 

fruit flavours and concentration yet allowing leaves to shade the fruit 

lend vibrant aromatics of grasses, herbs, and wildflowers. Minerality is a 

constant feature of any Prager wine. Federspiel - 'feather game' is the 

middle tier of quality in the Wachau, one below the rich texture of 

Smaragd. 

 

 

Germany 

Rheinhessen 
 
Grapes:  
Weisser 

Burgunder, Pinot 

Blanc 

Weisser Burgunder Wittmann 2017                         £16.95  

Wittmann is based in Westhofen, the heart of southern Rheinhessen, 
surrounded by some of the region’s best vineyards. The Wittmans are not 
exactly newcomers to the area, having made wine here since 1663, and 
perhaps this gives them a sense of responsibility for the soils in their 
vineyards: they were pioneers in adopting organic methods in 1990. A 
conversion to biodynamism followed in 2004, and Philip Wittmann 
reports that his wines now have more character and depth. The estate 
makes wine from a number of varieties, but predominantly Riesling. Most 
holdings are in Westhofen, but like their colleague Klaus-Peter Keller, 
they also have vineyards in Nierstein. 

A little bit of skin contact for the 2017 Weisser Burgunder adds structure 
to this fresh, bitter lemon-scented, mineral-driven wine. This also has 
tons of white peach and green and yellow apple to offer, and we would 
like to recommend it to anyone liking their village Chablis as an 
alternative. Simply delicious! 
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Portugal 

Alentejo 

Grapes:  
70% Arinto, 13% 

Tamarez, 7% 

Alicante Branco, 

5% Antão Vaz 

and 5% Verdelho 

Fitapreta Palpite Reserva Branco 2018                   £25.95                           

One winemaker, one English Viticulture, a good idea, that is what it took 

to found FitaPreta in 2004 by António Maçanita and David Booth. Shortly 

after that they won the ‘Trophy Alentejo’ Award by IWC (International 

Wine Challenge).   

Palpite is a barrel fermented, reserve quality white wine produced from 

a selection of the best vineyards blocks of every vintage. Palpite is a 

Portuguese word meaning a good hunch or intuition and is an 

acknowledgement of the importance of these feelings in the craft of 

winemaking. The wine combines richness with freshness derived from 

the blend of native grapes varieties and by fermenting and skilful ageing 

in small French barrels. The emphasis is on careful selection and gentle 

fruit handling to optimize the extraction of desirable aroma and textural 

components. All bunches are inspected for quality on a sorting table 

before they are gently whole-cluster pressed at low temperature.  

Golden straw colour, intense, complex nose with hints of spice, 

grapefruit and cream. Overall, the wine has a fine balance of intense 

richness and acidity that extends into a persistent finish.  

 

South Africa 

Stellenbosch 
 
Grapes:  
Clairette Blanche 

Craven Clairette Blanche 2018                                £20.95  
 
The 2014 vintage was the first commercial release from dynamic 

husband-and-wife winemaking team Mick and Jeanine Craven. Mick (an 

Aussie) and Jeanine (a Stellenbosch native) met during vintage in 

California in 2007 and have travelled the winemaking world since, finally 

settling in Jeanine’s native Stellenbosch. 

'We chose South Africa, as we think there is a lot of potential here to 

make amazing wines. We live in Stellenbosch and our hearts are here in 

this town, which is why we only make wines from the Stellenbosch 

region, as we want to be within a heartbeat of the vines. We want to 

make wines which are interesting, both stylistically and by varietal, but 

also wines which have a sense of place and express where they come 

from. We have isolated particular vineyard sites, for their unique soils 

and micro-climates, where we work with the growers to ensure that we 

get the best results from the particular sites. All our wines come from 

single vineyards around Stellenbosch. Winemaking is very hands off with 

minimal additions (if any), native ferments and neutral oak.' 

This had a bit of skin contact and we really love it! Zesty lemon and lime, 

white peach, other stonefruit mingle with hints of vanilla and some floral 

notes. 
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France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  
Gamay 

Moulin-à-Vent La Rochelle Olivier Merlin 2018       £31.95 

Olivier Merlin is widely regarded as being one of the very finest 

winemakers in the Mâconnais. He and his wife Corinne began in 1987 by 

renting 4.5 hectares. from René Gaillard, of Domaine du Vieux Saint-

Sorlin, who wished to retire. Since then, Olivier has been buying the 

property in stages as well as adding new vineyards such as St Véran (in 

1994 and ‘96). In September ‘97 Olivier took out a négociant's licence in 

orderto be able to make some Pouilly Fuissé, since land in this 

appellation is neither available to buy nor to rent. 

Olivier and Corinne have recently been joined at the Domaine by their 

sons, Théo and Paul, who have completed their winemaking studies, and 

also spent time working at wineries in the Mornington Peninsula. With 

this extra manpower at the Domaine’s disposal, Olivier has acquired a 

handful of new parcels including the Clos de France, in the heart of the 

village of Vergisson (2018 will be the inaugural vintage of the eponymous 

single-vineyard wine). 

Olivier’s La Rochelle vineyard is a 0.95-hectare parcel situated high 

above the Moulin (windmill) at almost 300 metres’ elevation. Ancient 

vines give a wine of wonderful concentration, with touches of pepper, 

graphite and a slight leafiness. The palate has gorgeous violet floral 

touches and serious but juicy granite tannins.  

 

 

 

Spain 

Aragon 

Grapes:  
98% Syrah, 2% 
Viognier 

Dos Dedos de Frente 2018                                      £27.50 
 

El Escoces Volante is 'The Flying Scotsman', Norrel Robertson MW the first 

Scottish Master of Wine and a flying winemaker for more than 20 years 

in many different countries. In 2003 he arrived with his family in Spain 

and in 2004 he launched his first wine. Since the 1990s he has gained 

experience working in different countries, Italy, Portugal, Australia, 

France, Chile and Australia.  

Norrel is a buyer of grapes but is increasingly working with his own 

vineyards planted to Garnacha Tinto, Carignan, Macabeo and Garnacha 

Blanca. These are all at very high altitudes of 700-1,000m where 

summers are extremely hot and winters bitterly cold, especially with 

winds howling down from the Pyrenees to the north. The combination of 

climate and old vineyards produces wines rich in flavour but beautifully 

fresh.  

Grapes were hand-picked into 20kg cases between the 14th to 16th 

October from the single estate of ̒ Finca del Valʼ, at 950 metres elevation, 

from two 1-hectare parcels of Syrah on ʻcantosʼ or pudding stones.  

Intense with light purple border. Cassis and cigar aromas on the nose 

with hints of flowers, violets and black olives. Full and creamy on the 

palate with intense notes of black fruit, well integrated oak and a long 

and creamy finish.  
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Italy 

Piedmont 
 
Grapes:  
Nebbiolo 

Barolo de La Morra Marcarini 2015                         £34.50  

World-renowned and defiantly traditional, the 12-hectare Marcarini 

estate can trace its roots back to in the mid-1800s, when Giuseppe 

Tarditi established his winery in La Morra, in the heart of the village. 

Today, it is run by the ebullient Manuel Marchetti along with his three 

children Elisa, Chiara and Andrea. 

Based in central La Morra, with sweeping views over their vineyards 

below, this historic 19th-century cantina’s pride and joy is their two cru 

vineyards: La Serra and Brunate, both of which have featured in the Wine 

Spectator’s 100 Best Wines in the World. But there is evolution here: all 

three children are increasingly involved, with Elisa taking on more of the 

winemaking, while stricter selection in La Serra and Brunate has elevated 

these iconic wines ever higher. 

This wine, the Barolo del Comune de La Morra, is a new wine for 

Marcarini, using selections from the crus La Serra and Brunate, to 

intensify these. Think of it a little like a 'second wine'. It sees a lighter 

maceration, but is aged exactly like the crus, with 24 months in large old 

botte. This has a fine, structured texture and a long finish.  

 

Germany 

Württemberg 
 
Grapes:  
Lemberger / 

Blaufränkisch 

Schnaitmann Lemberger Simonroth 2016                £25.95 

 

Rainer Schnaitmann is THE pioneer of the Württemberg region in the 

southern part of Germany, close to Stuttgart. He started out as a young 

man with the vision to produce top class quality rather than quantity. 

After training in the local Rems Valley and studies at the world-renowned 

University of Geisenheim, he interned in New Zealand and South Tyrol. 

On his return, and shortly after taking over the running of his family 

winery, Rainer brought attention to the entire, previously pretty much 

ignored region. 

The very first vintage was cited in 'Gault Millau' wine guide and the 

Spätburgunder (Pinot Noir) from the Lämmler received the first of its 

many subsequent awards. The young estate sold out each vintage quickly 

and began growing, either through purchase or lease and in many cases 

involving vineyards held by relatives. Nowadays Rainer and his dedicated 

team farm 26 hectares of finest vineyard land. Every vine is meticulously 

tended by hand and treated with great care and respect. Organic 

viticulture, as well as sustainable farming are ingrained into the 

Schnaitmann philosophy, with the next generation already planning to 

make wine, at least as as good as their dad's when they are grown up! 

Simonroth is a trademarked name that was introduced with Rainer's first 

vintage, 1997. This Simonroth presents itself with alluring perfume of 

black cherry, plum, violets as well as bayleaf, baking spice and black 

pepper. It's a pure and elegant wine, with rounded, juicy tannins. 
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Italy 

Veneto 
 
Grapes:  
Corvina, 

Rondinella, 

Corvinone 

Valpolicella Superiore Vicentini Agostino 2017      £18.95 
 
We've always loved the white wines from Vincenti Agostino but in the 

last few years the reds have improved enormously too. 

The Superiore is a more powerful red than the basic Valpolicella, made 

from partially dried grapes and a beautiful vintage in 2017. This has more 

body and weight with darker fruits, notes of bitter chocolate and 13.5% 

alcohol. This is one of the finest Valpolicella Superiore from Agostino we 

have tasted. 

 

 

 

France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Savigny-Les-Beaune Benjamin Leroux 2018           £36.95 

Having created a name for himself as régisseur (general manager) of 

Domaine du Comte Armand in Pommard, Benjamin Leroux established, 

with English backing, a small négociant business based in Beaune in 2007. 

The range is confined to the Côte d’Or, from Chassagne-Montrachet to 

Gevrey-Chambertin, with the intention of developing farming contracts 

or indeed purchasing vineyards in the future. The possibilities are very 

exciting for this exceptionally talented vigneron. Benjamin is a master 

at delivering purity of fruit alongside a seamless texture in his wines 

which have only the subtlest influence of oak.  

The wines of Savigny are often as good as those of Beaune itself, a local 

motto describing them as ‘Théologiques, Nourissants et Morbifuges’. 

They are usually good to drink at three to five years old.  

'Just racked. One-third Aux Fournaux (structured, mostly whole bunch) 

and two-thirds Ez Connardises (destemmed) – heart of Savigny on old 

alluvial soils that give fruit-driven wines, says Ben Leroux. Aged partly in 

foudre and partly in barrel. Tank sample. Mid crimson. Gorgeously and 

tantalisingly fragrant in both fruit and a light floral character. Sweet-

fruited purity. Deliciously fresh, succulent, and fine boned. Mouth-

watering freshness but packed with fruit. Very fine tannic texture.' Julia 

Harding MW, jancisrobinson.com 
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