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The Gold case is our most popular case and never fails to deliver a stunning range of stand-out 

wines from benchmark estates and new emerging producers. Try Château Fuissé Pouilly Fuissé 

Tête de Cuvée 2018 which has been rated ‘Best white Burgundy of the vintage’ by Decanter 

Magazine. Pinot Noir 10x Ten Minutes by Tractor 2019 from Mornington Peninsula in Australia is 

equally as refined and offers new complex layers of flavour with every sip. 

 

France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay  

Château Fuissé Pouilly Fuissé Tête de Cuvée 2018  £29.50 

The Vincent family of Château-Fuissé (founded in 1862) has long been 

regarded as owning one of the greatest estates in Pouilly-Fuissé. This 

exemplary wine sums up all that greatness in the Mâconnais in the 

southern part of Burgundy. A temperate continental climate, with cold 

winters and warm summers, is perfect for gently ripening grapes. This 

natural ripeness best expresses their terroir with a good concentration 

of flavours.  

Antoine Vincent’s goal is to use only high-quality French oak barrels and 

stainless steel vats in the winery. 

This wine is made from over 40 different plots of clay-limestone soils 

with a high limestone content in the soil, giving intense perfume yet 

more delicacy in the mouth. All parcels are vinified separately, from 15-

30-year old vines.  

Candied lemon citrus and nectarine on the nose. Balanced and fresh, 

good texture on the palate. Crisp acidity and subtly oaked, a touch of 

spice and a creamy finish. This is simply delicious, a Philglas favourite. 

Recommended with chicken and fine fish dishes. 
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France 

Rhône 
 
Grapes: 

80% Marsanne, 

20% Roussanne 

St-Péray Les Pins Bernard Gripa 2019                      £33.95 

Very unusually in the Northern Rhône, the 17.6ha of vineyards owned by 

Fabrice and Bernard Gripa comprise a majority of white grapes, with 

9.05ha of Marsanne and Roussanne split 4.95ha of St-Péray and 4.10ha 

St-Joseph, together with 8.55ha of St-Joseph red. 

Based in Mauves, Gripa is one of the old-line domaines in the heart of 

the original St-Joseph appellation with vines in Mauves and Tournon. This 

original area surrounding 6 villages produces the best quality wines and 

is largely responsible for the reputation of the appellation. Having said 

that, the appellation has since its inception considerably expanded. The 

Gripa family have been winemakers here since the 17th century with 

Bernard commencing bottling of the domaine's own wine in 1974. 

Bernard is a very thoughtful vigneron, always with an insightful 

perspective on the local winemaking scene. Now in his seventies, he is 

happiest when working and is still in charge of ploughing their vineyards. 

After working in vineyards around the world including a stint with 

Leeuwin Estate in Margaret River Australia, Bernard's son Fabrice took 

over the winemaking reins in 1997. 

Not surprisingly with such an important holding the whites are a 

speciality here – most of the best northern Rhône growers have less than 

10% of white grapes, and all their expertise, equipment and cave favour 

red production, with their whites often tasting too alcoholic and heavy, 

lacking acidity and with too much sulphur. By contrast, Fabrice has really 

focused on making white wines with better balance, freshness, lower 

sulphur and perfectly in harmony with their oak élevage (in either fûts 

or more often demi-muids), and the three different cuvées are right up 

amongst the finest whites in the region. 

The big difference between St-Péray and the white St-Joseph is, of 

course, the soils, with granite for St-Joseph and loess, clay and Jurassic 

limestone at St Péray, where the wines always have an extra lick of 

acidity. Usually, after five years the fruits of all the whites start to close 

down, and savoury almost herbal notes appear, a bit sooner for a hot 

vintage, a bit later for a cool vintage. Fabrice likes to drink their whites 

at around four years old but they age magnificently, becoming even more 

savoury and mineral around their tenth year. 

This comes from 40yo vines in a limestone soil with granite base and is 

now aged 100% in oak, mainly in 6-7yo 600ltr demi muids 

I have to admit that Bernard Gripa's St Perays amaze me year after year. 

This is another just delicious masterpiece! Medium straw yellow with oily 

tears, the nose is intriguing with white blossom and yellow stone fruit 

and pear, along with baking spice; The palate offers ripe yellow apple 

with a hint of banana skin - as strange as this might sound! But it really 

lifts the just perfectly judged oak. This is delicious now and will 

definitely be an amazing wine for the next 4-5 years, if we could only 

get as much of it to last that long on our shelves! My perfect match is 

fairly classic: roast turbot with beurre noisette & capers. 
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Australia 

Hunter Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Semillon 

 

 

Brokenwood ILR Semillon 2013                             £38.50      

Brokenwood was established in 1970 by a trio of Sydney-based solicitors, 

in the foothills of the Brokenback Ranges. The original block was destined 

to be a cricket ground for the local community but was instead planted 

with Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz. Today Brokenwood are one of the 

finest producers in the Hunter Valley. 

Run for the past 35 years by Iain Lesley Riggs who gives this top Semillon 

bottling, which is held back for 6 years to develop bottle maturity 

before release, its name. This is only produced in the best years, and the 

2013 vintage was selected as Australian wine critic James Halliday’s 

Semillon of the year. 

‘This is packed with tangy lemon/lime, toasted almonds, candied orange 

zest, the typical buttered toast and hints of kerosene. With only 11% 

alcohol it is silky, weightless and immensely complex. A perfect wine for 

summer-drinking, and a fabulous match with seafood and light starters. 

I find Hunter Semillons are strangely enough often over-looked, and 

especially when they have developed some bottle age, they offer so 

much joy. This can be drunk now, but you can equally as well cellar it 

for another 10 years to get even more complexity and joy. 

 

Portugal 

Melgaço 
 
Grapes:  
Alvarinho  

Soalheiro Alvarinho 2020                                            £19.95 

Located in Melgaço Portugal's northernmost area which is protected by a 

range of mountains that create the conditions necessary for the best 

ripening of Alvarinho grapes. Soalheiro has been at the fore front of 

establishing this subregion’s reputation, and is the benchmark producer 

in the area and with that reinventing Vinho Verde.  

The grape variety is known as Alvarinho in Portugal and Albarino in the 

Spanish province of Galicia. In the 1970s, a passion for winemaking led 

João António Cerdeira, with the support of his father, António Esteves 

Ferreira, to plant the first Alvarinho vines and to create the first brand 

of Alvarinho in Melgaço in 1982.  

The grapes are harvested manually in small boxes and are quickly carried 

to the winery. The objective of vinification is to obtain an Alvarinho that 

concentrates the quality of the grapes and that allows to a good 

evolution the bottle.  

Citrus colour, aroma revels a classic Alvarinho intense and tropical with 

mineral notes. Ideal as an aperitif or to accompany seafood dishes, fish 

or poultry dishes. 
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France 

Provence 

Grapes:  
Grenache 

Vermentino 

Rock Angel Rosé Chateau d'Esclans 2020                    £29.95                           

From the same producer as Whispering Angel, and  its big brother, 

Château d’Esclans Rock Angel is a more serious Rosé, that works 

extremely well with food.  

The site and Château were fully renovated in 2006 by new owner, Sacha 

Lichine. This wine is made from Grenache, Cinsault and Rolle 

(Vermentino). This rosé bears a more complex and structured taste 

profile than Whispering Angel. Destemmed and slightly crushed this is 

made exclusively from free run juice and the first lightly pressed juice, 

partially vinified in 600L barrels and stainless steel, to add that extra bit 

of complexity and texture. 

On the nose this has fresh grapefruit juice and rind, lemon and 

strawberry. It has a medium body and creamy texture, with a stunning 

long finish.  

Pair it with lightly grilled seafood and cheesy salads. 

 

France 

Provence 

Grapes:  
Grenache  

Cinsault       

Syrah  

Miraval Provence Rosé 2020                                       £19.95 

Château Miraval has a fascinating history intertwined with entertainment 

royalty. A previous owner, the French jazz pianist Jacques Loussier, 

installed a recording studio in the château; Sting recorded there, as did 

the Cranberries, and Pink Floyd. In more recent times it was bought by 

Brad Pitt who entrusted the wine making to Famille Perrin of Château 

Beaucastel fame.  

Château Miraval is located in the Provence village of Correns, the first 

100% organic village in France. All the crops, including grapes, are grown 

organically in this wild and picturesque town. Tucked away in its own 

private valley, the Château is surrounded by ancient woodlands and olive 

groves. A traditional Provence blend of Cinsault, Grenache, Rolle and 

Syrah, the wine has a beautiful pale, petal-pink colour, with bright 

nuances. On the nose, it has aromas of fresh strawberries and spring 

flowers. It finishes with a refreshing acidity, minerality and a saline 

finish. Perfect for sipping in the afternoon sun with some Tapenade and 

grilled courgettes. 
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Portugal 

Douro 
 
Grapes:  
Tinta Amarela 
Touriga Franca 
Tinta Roriz 
Sousão     
Touriga Nacional 

Niepoort Bioma Tinto 2016                                     £24.50  

Niepoort was established in 1842 by Franciscus Marius Van der Niepoort, 

who was born in Hilversum in Holland and went to Portugal to be a Port 

negociant with no land or vineyards. Dirk Niepoort is now the fifth 

generation in charge of Niepoort wines and his first vineyard purchase 

was in the Cima Corgo, i.e. the central part of the Douro River valley.  

This wine comes exclusively from young vines of about 25 years, of 

Quinta de Nápoles on the Tedo River, which flows southeast from the 

Douro River. The winery, has been designed with nature in mind and is 

an energy-efficient and sustainable work of art, that sits at the top of 

the hill. Thick slate walls are carved into the hill which keep the winery 

naturally cool.  

Bioma Tinto is an organically produced wine and SATIVA-certified. The 

maturation in an old wooden wine vat which had previously been used 

for Port produced a pure wine without too much influence from the oak, 

but with firm and elegant tannins. This was bottled completely unfiltered 

and un-fined.  

With a beautifully intense red colour, this is extremely expressive and 

elegant. Pure is probably the best word I can find to describe it. Aromas 

of red and black berry fruits, smoke hints with a good minerality and 

freshness that linger on in the long finish. I would pair this wine with a 

traditional pork and bean stew, roast lamb or if you vegetarian, think 

about beetroot and green lentils.  

 

France 

Madiran 

Grapes:  
80% Tannat    
20% Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

Château Montus 2015                                             £32.95 

 

Madiran is a red wine only appellation in South-west France with the 

tannic grape, Tannat, being the main grape variety. Micro-oxygenation 

(bubbling small amounts of oxygen through the must) was developed by 

Patrick Ducournau in the region to accelerate the time the wines 

normally need for the tannins to soften and integrate.  

Alain Brumont of Chateau Montus has been one of the leading advocates 

of the Tannat grape (which has now also found a home in Uruguay), 

having taken over the then neglected vineyard of Chateau Montus over 

40 years ago.  

This wine is a blend of predominantly Tannat with some Cabernet 

Sauvignon, deep in colour, dark fruited and combines structure with 

elegance. It can be cellared and will hold like a left-bank Bordeaux or 

enjoyed now, ideally decanted before serving with red meat such as a 

Sunday lunch. 
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USA 

Mendocino 

Grapes:  
48% Dolcetto, 
48% Barbera and 
4% Nebbiolo 

Idlewild 'The Bird Flora Fauna' 2019                            £25.95 

 

Sam Bilbro has always been fascinated by Italian wines from Piedmont. 
While in restaurant industry he became more passionate about natural 
systems and the world of wine in general. The idea behind Idlewild 
started together with his route in making wines. Sustainable approach is 
fundamental in his minimalist winemaking techniques. The majority of 
the fruit comes from Fox Hill Vineyard, located southeast of Ukiah on 
Mendocino’s Talmage Bench where the soil is well drained with high 
concentrations of gravel and sandstone. 

‘Flora and Fauna’ means in Sam’s version, the collection of varietals from 
the cellar make up the blend for the year. All three varieties of grapes 
have good structure. The focus during fermentation was to build enough 
structure for a very versatile food wine but also to emphasize the 
exuberant and delicious elements of each grape.  
 

This has a deep ruby with purple reflexes, showing some extraction; The 

nose is vibrant and packed with dark berries, violets and dried red 

flowers, it has a sour cherry edge too - indeed as you'd expect from a 

Piedmontese wine. The palate is medium-bodied with medium acidity 

and medium plus, slightly gritty tannins which lift the wine up. This is 

packed with crunchy black and red fruit, quite fragrant, and makes a 

perfect wine for summer-drinking of if you don't want to go too heavy. A 

really excellent wine, and on top of that real fun to drink. Try it with 

charcuterie or pasta! 
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Spain 

Calatayud 
 
Grapes:  
Garnacha     

El Puño Old Vine Garnacha Escoces Volante 2016   £27.50  

Produced by Scottish winemaker and Master of Wine Norrel Robertson 

this red is made from 100% Grenache from almost 100 year old bush vines 

in Calatayud, Spain. 

This DO wine region is located in southwest of Aragon where the weather 

is very hot and dry, but this effect is mitigated by the elevation of the 

vineyards which can reach 800 metres above sea level. Soil is pretty 

much rocky and limestone. We can find different grapes varieties, such 

as Mazuelo, Tempranillo and Viura, but the most important one is for 

sure the Grenache. 

Norrel became MW in November 2000 and in 2003 he studied the 

Postgraduate Viticulture and Oenology course at Lincoln University in 

Christchurch, New Zealand. Soon after he moved to Spain and started his 

own wine company called EL ESCOCÉS VOLANTE (The Flying Scotsman) 

and now he produces many award winning wines made from selected 

vineyards. 

In terms of winemaking technique, only 40% of this wine was aged in old 

and used French oak barrels with low to medium toast to not dominate 

the wine. Similarly, a selection of larger barrel sizes (300 to 500 litre) 

were chosen to avoid oxidation and to respect the typicity of the 

Garnacha grape. The wine was then blended and aged for a further 24 

months in subterranean tanks with lees stirring before bottling with only 

a light filtration and no fining. 

This wine is powerful and intense with ripe berry fruit, hints of smoke 

and garrigue aromas with a minerally driven complexity. 

Perfect wine for BBQ food or lamb. 
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Australia 

Mornington 
Peninsula 
 
Grapes:  
Pinot Noir 

Pinot Noir 10x Ten Minutes by Tractor 2019                £29.95 
 

The Mornington Peninsula is an Australian wine region located south of 

Melbourne, Victoria. The region has a cool climate making wine growing 

ideal and focuses on Pinot noir production but has had success with other 

varietals including Chardonnay, Pinot Gris and Tempranillo.  

The winery started in 1997 with three family owned vineyards in Main 

Ridge, all ten minutes by tractor apart. The first vintage in 2000 received 

glowing reviews and they haven’t looked back since.  

The 2019 was hand-harvested from late February to mid-March. 5% whole 

bunch with destemmed portion all whole berries, and transferred to 5 

tonne concrete tanks. Following pressing, the wine was transferred to 

11% new 228 litre French oak barrels for 10 months. Natural 100% 

malolactic fermentation before bottling un-fined and un-filtered.  

This is of medium ruby colour and has a savoury & fragrant nose of red 

cherry and plum, hints of mint - which could come from the whole-bunch 

used, fragrant garden herbs, hints of black tea; fairly full-bodied on the 

palate with medium, fine and silky tannins, red cherry, cranberry, also 

black plums. This has a wet earth minerality with a hint of Iron on the 

palate, and I'd recommend serving it from a big Burgundy glass. Whilst I 

tasted this kept evolving on the glass - it's always a joy if any wine takes 

you on a journey like this one does. Great with pork chops and apple 

sauce.  
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Greece 

Macedonia 
 
Grapes:  
Limniona 

Oenops Limniona 2019                                                £25.50 
 
Greek Macedonia is an expansive region in northern Greece, the climate 

here has both Mediterranean and continental influences. The latter 

manifest in the hot summers and colder winters. This is amplified by the 

usually mountainous locations of the vineyards, concentrated largely in 

the western part of the region on the border of Epirus. Grapes have been 

grown in the ancient region of Macedonia for thousands of years, as 

evidenced by ancient grape pips discovered in eastern Macedonia. Coins 

and ceramics from the 5th Century BC denote wine production in the 

classical period, and Macedonian amphorae have been found across 

Europe, suggesting that the wines were exported around the 

Mediterranean.  

Oenops Wines was founded in 2015 by Nikos Karatzas and it is the most 

newly established winery in the region of Drama. Nikos is looking to 

produce the highest quality wines possible that reflects the expression 

of the region. The grapes come from personally selected vineyards 

around Drama and Macedonia and are cultivated by the most ambitious 

winegrowers.  

Limniona is the rising star of Greek grape varieties after almost going 

extinct. This wine is one of the four single varietal wines from Oenops 

Wines and the talented Nikos Karatzas, the Limniona was fermented in 

60% amphora with the rest in 500 litres oak.  

This is of medium ruby colour. The nose is pure and elegant of baked wet 

earth, forest berries, hints of herbs and stems, there is also an element 

of smoke and peppery notes. Dry and medium bodied on the palate, this 

is a light red with fine tannins – with only 12.5% alcohol perfect for 

summer drinking or a Greek wine to try for Pinot Noir lovers. This is a 

red that truly shows the dynamic changes being made among the new 

generation of Greek winemakers!  

Enjoy slightly chilled on its own, or with richer fish dishes, charcuterie 

or lighter meat dishes.  
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Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


