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Greece 

Santorini 

Grapes: 

Assyrtiko 

Argyros Estate 'Cuvée Monsignori' Santorini Assyrtiko 2018  
£37.95 
 

Cuvée Monsignori is the latest creation of Estate Argyros that ideally 

portrays the characteristics of the unique terroir of Santorini. It is 

produced with the vines of the vineyard of Episkopi “the oldest of 

Santorini" which has been cultivated by the Argyros Estate for more than 

2 centuries. 

Citrus fruits, green apples, and apricots on the nose are followed by 

mineral notes and even faint sage notes. Rich on the palate with excellent 

structure and finesse this has an unequalled balance between maturity and 

youthful mood. 

Accompanies perfectly white meats cooked in lemon sauce, shellfish, 

grilled or fried fish, barbecued seafood, and various eggplant dishes. Best 

served at 10-12°C. Our wine expert Justin Knock MW has tried that match 

on location several times! 

'Beautiful, light-footed intensity. The freshness is so marked it is almost 

spicy, but it is fully integrated. Full of energy and pure non-fruity fruit. 

Great length and finesse with underlying power. Some lees creaminess in 

the texture but overridden by the minerality.' 

17.5 pts Julia Harding MW, Jancisrobinson.com 

 

 

Portugal 

Douro 

 

Grapes: 

Rabigato, Códega, 

Viosinho, 

Donzelinho, 

Gouveio 

Niepoort 'Redoma' Branco 2018                                           £23.50 

In our opinion this is  'grand cru'  quality made by Niepoort, and we have 

been passionate fans of this wine for some vintages now. 

The grapes used for Redoma Branco originate from very old vines (80 + 

years) from fairly high elevation of between 500 and 600 meters. The mica 

schist soils from which these vines com lend the resulting wines plenty of 

minerality, elegance and vibrant freshness. The predominant grape 

varieties are Rabigato, Códega do Larinho, Viosinho, Donzelinho and 

Gouveio. This is barrel fermented and aged on its fine lees which adds 

extra creaminess and complexity. 

The 2018 vintage of the Redoma Branco offers a more delicate and slightly 

less expressive character than previous editions of this wine. One can 

distinguish refreshing aromas of lime, ginger and some exotic fruits. Very 

subtle hints of oak lend the Redoma balance and complexity, with great 

freshness on the palate as well as beautiful structure supported by firm 

acidity. A very long, mineral and lightly saline finish provides an elegant 

conclusion to the wine. Best enjoyed from a Burgundy glass! 
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Italy 

Friuli-Venezia 

Giulia 

Grapes:  

55% Malvasia 

Istriana/34% 

Riesling/11% 

Friulano 

Vie di Romans 'Flor di Uis' 2017                                    £35.95 

This has been another staple in our portfolio for some vintages. Vie di 

Romans is based in the heart of Isonzo, where Gianfranco Gallo's 50 

hectares of vineyard produce about 250,000 bottles a year. The soil is stony 

and glacial, and soaks up whatever rainfall there is, just like a sponge. A 

cool east wind causes a big difference between day and night 

temperatures, which in turn slows ripening and allows the grapes to 

accumulate a great deal of flavour. This, along with the low yields Gallo 

achieves, and his proclivity for late picking, gives single vineyard wines of 

great intensity and richness. As a result, he releases the wines a year later 

than usual.  

This wine is straw yellow in colour with youthful hints and a deeply 

perfumed floral nose, it displays intense aromas of wisteria and sweet 

jasmine, balanced with light spicy notes. The full-bodied palate shows 

surprising power while the natural zest of Riesling ensures fresh and 

vibrant acidity. The finish is wonderfully long and aromatic. Pure joy to 

drink! 

 

Spain 

Galicia 

Grapes:  

Godello 

Rafael Palacios Louro de Bolo Godello 2018                   £20.95 

Rafael Palacios is the brother of Spain’s leading winemaker and Priorat 

stalwart Alvaro Palacios. It should come as no surprise that the family 

genius, enthusiasm, and attention to detail is also evidenced in Rafael’s 

wines. Whereas the Palacios family made its name in Rioja, and Alvaro has 

subsequently achieved world-wide recognition for his vineyards in the 

appellation of Priorat and (latterly) Bierzo, Rafael has headed to the green 

north-west Atlantic-influenced vines of the DO of Valdeorras, which is 

located windward of Rueda, not too far to the north of the Portuguese 

border and the River Miño. 

The jewel here is the white variety Godello, which is now achieving 

recognition similar to that latterly afforded to Albariño and Verdejo. Sandy 

soils with granite substratum allied to historical terraced vineyards add up 

to hard work, small yields and a concomitant high level of quality. 

Rafa works with over 20 tiny parcels scattered around the region, with 

vines ranging up to almost 100 years in age. He currently makes two wines: 

Louro do Bolo, his lighter, entry-level expression, and As Sortes, which 

offers a step up in quality. Both are blindingly delicious, textural whites! 
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France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay 

Bernard Moreau Bourgogne Blanc 2018                           £27.50 

We have loved this Domaine since we first visited in Autumn 2016, and it 

is now one of the most talked about not just in Chassagne but also south 

of Beaune. Alex and his brother Benoît make a formidable team and the 

wines just seem to have a perfect mix of fruit intensity, weight, minerality 

and energy. The Bourgogne Blanc is a Chassagne masquerading as a humble 

generic, whilst the real village Chassagne ticks every box in the definitive 

guide to Chassagne. Over the past decade the élevage has been extended 

and the new oak been more subtly handled meaning the wines have 

become more elongated and refined with added complexity and length. 

This accessible wine offers a delicious combination of floral and honey 

notes. 2018 was a warmer vintage, and this is packed with ripe citrus and 

stone fruit notes on the nose, whilst the palate is balanced with good 

freshness, melted butter, and fabulous generosity of fruit.  
 

 

South Africa 

Western Cape 

Grapes:  

25% Roussane, 

22% Semillon, 19% 

Chardonnay, 

18% Clairette, 

16% Chenin Blanc, 

Thorne & Daughters Rocking Horse 2019                               £24.50 

Thorne & Daughters was started in 2013 by John and Tasha Seccombe with 

the aim of producing authentic wines from the Western Cape. It is widely 

acknowledged to be one of the forerunners of the ‘New Wave’ wine 

movement in South Africa. Thorne & Daughters is mainly focused on 

producing Cape white blends, from 15 different growers in Bot River, 

Stellenbosch, Voor Paardeberg, Swartland, Citrusdal, Franschhoek and 

Overberg. Fruit sourcing has relied on a network of close winemaking 

friends and knocking on doors to gather the various parcels with which 

they work. John and Tasha did not want to be limited geographically, so 

the net was cast wide and has been driven by “a happy synergy of people, 

place, soil and vines”. 

The grapes for the rocking Horse were sourced from a number of very 

carefully selected growers around the Western Cape. The grapes were 

whole bunch pressed in an old Vaslin press, which ensures an oxidative 

pressing, with no treatments or additions. Fermentation occurred 

naturally in barrel and the wines were then allowed to undergo 

spontaneous malolactic fermentation. The Rocking Horse spent 10 months 

on its fine lees after fermentation, prior to blending and bottling.  
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