
THE WINE CLUB – 6 BOTTLE GOLD CASE 

Autumn 2020 
 

 

1 | P a g e  

Philglas & Swiggot Limited ⃒ Registered company number:  04654163 
Address: 21 Northcote Road, London, SW11 1NG ⃒ VAT number: 843 254 826 ⃒ AWRS: XZAW00000107735 

Greece 

Santorini 

Grapes: 

Assyrtiko 

Argyros Estate 'Cuvée Monsignori' Santorini Assyrtiko 2018  
£37.95 
 

Cuvée Monsignori is the latest creation of Estate Argyros that ideally 

portrays the characteristics of the unique terroir of Santorini. It is 

produced with the vines of the vineyard of Episkopi “the oldest of 

Santorini" which has been cultivated by the Argyros Estate for more than 

2 centuries. 

Citrus fruits, green apples, and apricots on the nose are followed by 

mineral notes and even faint sage notes. Rich on the palate with excellent 

structure and finesse this has an unequalled balance between maturity and 

youthful mood. 

Accompanies perfectly white meats cooked in lemon sauce, shellfish, 

grilled or fried fish, barbecued seafood, and various eggplant dishes. Best 

served at 10-12°C. Our wine expert Justin Knock MW has tried that match 

on location on more than one occasion! 

'Beautiful, light-footed intensity. The freshness is so marked it is almost 

spicy, but it is fully integrated. Full of energy and pure non-fruity fruit. 

Great length and finesse with underlying power. Some lees creaminess in 

the texture but overridden by the minerality.' 

17.5 pts Julia Harding MW, Jancisrobinson.com 

 

 

Italy 

Friuli-Venezia 

Giulia 

Grapes:  

55% Malvasia 

Istriana/34% 

Riesling/11% 

Friulano 

Vie di Romans 'Flor di Uis' 2017                                    £35.95 

This has been another staple in our portfolio for some vintages. Vie di 

Romans is based in the heart of Isonzo, where Gianfranco Gallo's 50 

hectares of vineyard produce about 250,000 bottles a year. The soil is stony 

and glacial, and soaks up whatever rainfall there is, just like a sponge. A 

cool east wind causes a big difference between day and night 

temperatures, which in turn slows ripening and allows the grapes to 

accumulate a great deal of flavour. This, along with the low yields Gallo 

achieves, and his proclivity for late picking, gives single vineyard wines of 

great intensity and richness. As a result, he releases the wines a year later 

than usual.  

This wine is straw yellow in colour with youthful hints and a deeply 

perfumed floral nose, it displays intense aromas of wisteria and sweet 

jasmine, balanced with light spicy notes. The full-bodied palate shows 

surprising power while the natural zest of Riesling ensures fresh and 

vibrant acidity. The finish is wonderfully long and aromatic. Pure joy to 

drink! 
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France 

Burgundy 

Grapes:  

Chardonnay 

Bernard Moreau Bourgogne Blanc 2018                           £27.50 

We have loved this Domaine since we first visited in Autumn 2016, and it 

is now one of the most talked about not just in Chassagne but also south 

of Beaune. Alex and his brother Benoît make a formidable team and the 

wines just seem to have a perfect mix of fruit intensity, weight, minerality 

and energy. The Bourgogne Blanc is a Chassagne masquerading as a humble 

generic, whilst the real village Chassagne ticks every box in the definitive 

guide to Chassagne. Over the past decade the élevage has been extended 

and the new oak been more subtly handled meaning the wines have 

become more elongated and refined with added complexity and length. 

This accessible wine offers a delicious combination of floral and honey 

notes. 2018 was a warmer vintage, and this is packed with ripe citrus and 

stone fruit notes on the nose, whilst the palate is balanced with good 

freshness, melted butter, and fabulous generosity of fruit.  
 

 

Australia 

New South Wales 

Grapes:  

Shiraz 

Clonakilla Hilltops Shiraz 2018                                       £28.50 

Dr John Kirk planted the Clonakilla vineyard at Murrumbateman, 40 

kilometres north of Canberra, in 1971 after his scientific curiosity led him 

to question why vines were not being grown in this area. His research 

showed that the soil and climate seemed suited to certain varieties. 

Clonakilla means 'meadow of the church' and is the name of Dr Kirk's 

grandfather's farm in County Clare, Ireland. In 1997 Tim Kirk, the fourth 

of John's six sons, took over responsibility for winemaking. Today, 

Clonakilla is recognised as one of the leading estates in Australia. Tim was 

named Gourmet Traveller Winemaker of the Year in 2013. 

The wine has signature 'Hilltops' ripe, dark fruit flavours with a deep, 

concentrated dark cherry and blackberry character and a spicy peppery 

edge to it. It has fine-grained, silky tannins and a racy acidity, which allow 

it to be enjoyed now but also be aged for up to 10 years. 
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Italy 

Tuscany 

Grapes:  

Merlot, Cabernet 

Franc, Cabernet 

Sauvignon 

Poggio Al Tesoro 'Il Seggio' Bolgheri 2017                        £29.50 

Poggio al Tesoro is a 70 hectare property in Bolgheri, Tuscany and was 

acquired in 2002 by the Allegrini family, famous for their Amarone 

produced at their Veneto mothership. The first vineyard they bought, Le 

Sondraie, is next door to Ornellaia and was previously rented by them. It 

is 50 hectares in size and is planted with Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet 

Sauvignon and a small amount of Vermentino. 

This wine still seems to be a well-kept secret, and we love to share it with 

you whilst we can! It is intense ruby red in colour with aromas of fresh 

crunchy red berries and dark fruit nuances enriched with layers of tobacco 

and spice. The fruit follows onto the complex palate that combines elegant 

silky tannins and a lively finish. An excellent Bordeaux blend! 

 

South Africa 

Elgin 

Grapes:  

Cabernet Franc 

Nomad Wines "Franc" Cabernet Franc 2019                    £19.50 

As September is 'South Africa Wine Month' we literally had to include this 
little beauty!  In February 2014, our very own Pieter Kruger and Kosie van 
der Merwe met in a cellar in Elgin, South Africa. There was an instant 
connection between these two wine fanatics, sharing similar philosophies 
about wine and tastes in the wine they like to drink, needless to say, a 
close friendship followed. After ongoing discussions, deliberations, and 
heated debates, these two friends decided, on a wine trip abroad, that 
discussions and deliberating about wine was not enough and they produced 
and bottled a wine together. A wine that should be absolutely smashable 
and perfect for a 'braai' (South Africa name for BBQ). A couple of bottles 
of this 'braai wine' made its way back to London in Pieter's suitcase, where 
he tasted it with some colleagues and after great feedback, the friends 
realised the 'braai wine' should be shared with as many people as possible 
and that is where the Nomad Wine project was born.  

The Nomad Wines project is a soil and site driven project, focussing on 
different sustainably farmed sites around the Overberg, in the Western 
Cape. When asked about how they chose these sites and farmers, the 
friends responded, 'we like to work with people we know, people that 
share the same philosophies of sustainability and most importantly they 
have to be lekker people (Afrikaans term for nice and friendly people)'.  
 
Franc is made from 100% Cabernet Franc, naturally fermented and 40% 
whole bunch. The wine was made in a fresh and agile style, a red wine 
that should be enjoyed a little chilled, as we think a lot of red wines are 
drunk far too warm, and by chilling the wine you bring out the most 
delicate almost chalk-like tannin structure. The Elgin Valley with its 
unique cooler growing conditions allowed for a dark, intense almost 
crunchy fruit profile, while the slate-like ferricrete soils on the Belfield 
farm, assisting with lower vine vigour while producing a wine of great 
concentration and the most amazing intense colour. 

 Maiden vintage - 850 bottles produced! 
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