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The Gold case is our most popular case and never fails to deliver a stunning range of stand-out 
wines from benchmark estates and new emerging producers. The Etna Bianco from Terre Nere is a 
firm favourite of ours and we are so glad to have it back in stock, also look out for the Xinomavro 
from the Diamantakos, a rich full flavoured wine that is perfect for those cool Autumn evenings. 
We hope you enjoy the selection and would love to hear your feedback, please email us at 
clubcase@philglas-swiggot.com. 

 

France 

Burgundy/ 
Chablis 
 
Grapes: 
Chardonnay  

Chablis 1er Cru Vaillons Droin 2019                    £39.50 

The Droins have been producing wines in Chablis for nearly 400 years, 
their history as vignerons goeing back to 1620. Benoît represents 
the14th generation of Droins and is one of the most dynamic 
winemakers in the region. His father Jean-Paul put the domaine on the 
map but perhaps went too far down the road of new oak barrels.  

Benoît runs a more sophisticated operation from a large modern winery 
almost in the shadow of the grands crus. He has revised his pruning 
system and significantly reduced yields. In the cellar the principal 
change has been away from new oak. Each wine now gets the 
treatment which Benoît thinks is suited to its terroir. Vaillons is a 
steep, south-east facing site and Droin have a large parcel of nearly 5 
hectares. Wines from here are always open and expressive, the fruit 
translates as almost sweetly rich, laden with flavour. 

Vaillons receives 25 per cent of barrel fermentation and maturation, 35 
per cent for The maximum new oak is ten per cent in the grands crus. 

Rich ripe lemon, green apple and wild flowers combined with a fresh 
acidity awards gives an amazing  vibrancy. This is supported by a 
sublime minerality of wet slate and steeliness. There is a lovely round 
mouth feel to this wine thanks to some oak maturation, without being 
considered an oaky wine. 

Match with oyster au gratin for a perfectly celebratory dinner.  
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France 

Bordeaux/ 
Sauternes 
 
Grapes:  
Semillon 
 

 

Château Sigalas Rabaud La Sémillante de Sigalas 
Bordeaux Blanc 2015                               £27.95 

   

Château Sigalas Rabaud has been in the Sigalas family since 1863 and 
through six generations. It is perfectly situated on a small hill 
overlooking Château d’Yquem, just 500 metres away. With just 
fourteen hectares, it is the smallest of all the premier cru classé 
Sauternes properties. Vineyard plantings consist of 85% Semillon and 
15% Sauvignon. 

The current generation, Laure de Lambert Compeyrot and her son, 
Jean Compeyrot, have great drive and determination to promote these 
special wines to a new audience. The second wine ‘Lieutenant de 
Sigalas’ is delightful, with a lovely floral character and rich, honeyed 
fruit. 

This pure Semillon was aged for 8 months in French oak and has a pale 
golden colour. On the nose there is an explosion of grapefruit, passion 
fruit, papaya, apricot, white nougat, vanilla and nutmeg. The palate is 
dry with beautifully balanced acidity. Orange skin, apricot and mango 
mingle with baking spice and linger on. Despite there being such 
delicious examples, dry white Bordeaux is so often over looked. 

 

 

 

Greece 

Crete 
 
Grapes:  
Vidiano  

Vidiano Oenops Macedonia 2019                         £23.95  

 

The talented Nikos Karatzas studied in Bordeaux then became chief 
winemaker at a very young age at the high-profile Pavlidis winery, also 
in Drama, before setting up his own project in 2015 for which he finds 
the best vines in Greece's best sites. 

This Limniona comes from a small vineyard, in Messenikola, Karditsa. 
Watching closely the whole process, Nikos chooses the right time for 
the manual harvest. After strict sorting, fermentation takes place with 
indigenous yeasts, in large open barrels.  

Following this the wine matures in 60% amphora with the rest in 500 
litre oak barrels - this is very limited with only 1.300 bottles produced. 

Beautiful ruby in colour, with a vribrant shine and a healthy pair of 
legs, this wine is intense from the first swirl. Bright ripe cherries, 
maraschino cherries and a tart red cranberry on the nose supported by 
an deep herbatious notes of bramble and thyme. It’s freshness of blood 
orange on the palate is backed by a saviouriness that will only improve 
with age. Would match perfectly with cured meats and the delicacy of 
a Wagu burger, thanks to its structured tannins and good acidity. 
ENJOY! 
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Italy 

Mt Etna/ 
Sicily 
 
Grapes:  
Carricante/       
Catarratto/       
Grecanico/         
Inzolia/             
Minnella 

Tenuta delle Terre Nere Etna Bianco 2020          £20.95 

Born out fire and ashes on the northern slopes of mount etna, this 
piercing white truly shows off the black terroir of the volcanic soils. 
Tenuta delle Terre Nere has been one of the leading producers in 
reviewing the Etna wine scene. The proprietor Marc de Gracia made a 
name for himself in the wine world by working with the new wave of 
modernist Barolo winemakers known as the Barolo Boys (which also 
included prominent women like Chiara Boschis).  

The climate on etna is truly unique, with its volcanic soils and an array 
of different micro-climates throughout the mountain, ranging from sun-
baked slopes to humid forests passages and windy tops that sees 
several feet of snow in the winter. The isolate vineyards escaped 
phylloxera which have resulted in very old vines with many vineyards 
consisting of vines over 100 years old.  

This wine was first made in 2005 by harvesting the white grapes that 
local vignerons planted together with predominately red grape varieties 
in the same vineyards. The white grapes were a mix of local varieties: 
Carricante, Catarratto, Grecanico, Inzolia and Minnella, so that’s what 
this Etna Bianco is, a field blend of all the above, with Carricante 
dominating the blend with roughly 65%.  

This wine is very fresh clean and pure, with a hint of green spiciness 
lingering in the background, similar to a 1er Cru Chablis but with a lot 
more character. As it ages, on the nose it will develop petroleum notes 
reminiscent to that of an old Riesling, while still remaining its mineral 
linearity.  

This wine is perfect as an aperitif, with a Sicilian fish crudo or seafood 
pasta.  
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Italy 

Campania 
 
Grapes:  
Greco 

Greco di Tufo Vigna Cicogna Benito Ferrara 2019    £23.95 

Benito Ferrara is a small 12.5ha estate in the hills near Tufo, a small 
village in the hills of Campania in south-central Italy - the name derives 
from the fluffy volcanic rock that is present throughout the region. The 
finest wines made from Greco in all of Italy are found here. 

Campania's most celebrated wines come from this district in the 
province of Avellino. Steep mountains rise from the area to the east of 
Naples and continue toward the border with Puglia. It is thickly 
forested with chestnut trees, wild mushrooms and an almost-Alpine 
appeal with snow-capped mountains. 

Benito Ferrara is run by fourth generation viticulturalists Gabriella 
Ferrara and her husband Sergio. Gabriella's great-grandfather planted 
vines on his property but they only bottled their first wines in 1991. 

Greco tends to oxidise easily, so the sulphur-laden volcanic soils are 
more than useful in conveying character and protection to the 
wines. Vigna Ciconda is the single vineyard cru of the estate, coming 
from a sole hectare of vines perched over an ancient elemental sulphur 
mine. 

This wine has quite broad, muscular shoulders. It Glows golden in 
colour and loaded with golden peaches and sparkling freshness, you can 
almost smell the faint volcanic wafts of Vesuvius in the distance. 
Perfect with any Mediterranean seafood dish, but could also stand up to 
pork, boar and risotto dishes. 
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South Africa 

Hemel-en-
Aarde Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

 

 

 

 

Tesselaarsdal Chardonnay 2020                          £29.95 

The small village of Tesselaarsdal in the Overberg, 24km north-east of 
the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley is named after East India Company settler 
Johannes Tesselar. On his death in 1810, he bestowed the land to his 
freed slaves and owner/winemaker Berene herself is a descendant on 
one of those very slaves. If you look closely at the label, you can make 
out two people walking across the mountain. This is Berene and her 
grandmother.  

With hints of honeycomb, oat biscuits and  luminous fruit and 
undertones of sun ripened melon and peach, lime curd and blossom this 
wine is reminiscent of a Burgundy. Gorgeous fine texture, a hint of 
mealy yeastiness and fine, chiselled palate. There's so much more to 
come from this but right now it's ample, honeyed and has a long, tangy 
finish. This wine might be complemented best by some cheddar or 
gruyere cheese.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chile 

Maipo Valley  
 
Grapes:  
Cabernet Franc  

Viña Chocalán Cabernet Franc 'Origen' 2019 £15.95 

Viña Chocalán is recognized as one of the leading vineyards in Chile 
producing high quality red and white wines. This family run winery is 
located on a stretch of pristine land between the Andes Mountains and 
Costal Mountain Range, Viña Chocalán has 340 hectares of land 
benefiting from a unique microclimate in the Maipo Valley. The slopes 
have well-drained limestone soils Furthermore, this strong maritime 
influence -in addition to the cool climate condition influenced by the 
Maipo River which is located 1 km from the estate-, allows this terroir to 
produce high quality red wines, with intense colors, freshness, and a 
natural acidity.   

This 100% Cabenet Franc wine come from the Melipilla area of the Maipo 
Valley that catches the cool breezes from the Pacific Ocean. The aromas 
of black cherries and cassis come through strong on the nose. On the 
palate this medium-full bodied wine is packed with dark chocolate and 
a hint of tobacco, finished off with soft velvet tannins. 

This soft and juicy wine would do great with beef or venison.  

 

 



THE WINE CLUB - Gold Case 
Autumn 2021 

 

 

 

6 | P a g e  

Philglas & Swiggot Limited ⃒ Registered company number:  04654163 
Address: 21 Northcote Road, London, SW11 1NG ⃒ VAT number: 843 254 826 ⃒ AWRS: XZAW00000107735 

France 

Bordeaux/ 
Saint-Emilion 
 
Grapes:  
75% Merlot / 10 
10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon /    
10% Cabernet 
Franc 

Château Saint-Poly Saint-Émilion 2016                £28.50 
 
 
Château Saint-Poly is a St-Emilion Grand Cru Classé. The vineyards 
of this magnificent property are on the south-west facing slopes 
next to the village of Saint-Emilion. With the original Château built 
in the 18th century and extensive renovation work has restored it 
to its former grandeur. The micro climate is extremely well suited 
to winegrowing due to evenly distributed rainfall throughout the 
year, hot dry summers & south facing slopes 

All grapes are picked by hand. Ageing is partially carried out in oak 
casks. 

The nose of this Merlot dominated blend is marked by ripe black 
plum and cigar box. The Merlot brings a soft body to the palate, 
whilst the Cabernet brings a solid structure and added complexity.  

Pairs wonderfully with Lamb dishes or soft cheeses such as Brie or 
Comte 

 

 

 

 

 

Spain 

Ribeira del 
Duero 
 
Grapes:  
Tempranillo/ 
Garnacha/   
Bobal 

Ribeira del Duero Pícaro del Águila Tinto Dominio del 
Águila 2018                                                      £29.50 

Jorge Monzon's Dominio del Águila might be a fairly new project, but he 
has some high flying experience under his belt. Jorge studied in 
Bordeaux and Burgundy specialising in viticulture, his first position was 
at Domaine de la Romanée-Conti, before moving to Spain where he 
worked a year at Vega Sicilia. Whilst technical director at Bodegas 
Arzuaga-Navarro, he identified some old vineyards in the region, whose 
fruit was at that time sold to top producers ending up in some of their 
best cuvées. In 2010 Jorge and his wife Isabel Rodero founded Domino 
del Águila in the village of La Aguilera and started making wine from 
these exceptional old vineyards. Some are over 100 years old, they are 
mainly of Tempranillo, with some Blanca del País, Bobal, 
Garnacha, Albillo and Tempranillo Gris, all are farmed following 
organic and biodynamic methods. 

This was whole bunch fermented, then aged for a total of 12 months in 
barrel. 

This is medium purple in the glass with coloured/ extracted tears, the 
nose is packed with fresh black cherry and blackberry fruit, layered 
with vanilla and spice, as well as fine herbs and florals. Intriguing nose! 
Full-bodied and balanced with medium, slightly structured tannins. 
Simply delicious!  
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Greece 

Naoussa 

Grapes:  
Xinomavro 

Diamantakos Estate Naoussa 2017                  £25.95 
 
Diamantakos are a family winery run by the third generation in Noussa. 
Located on the eastern foothills of Mount Vermio, the vineyard stands 
at an altitude of 200-240m on aggressively steep slopes. Layers of 
gravel and sandy clay soil on top of sedimentary rock provides fabulous 
drainage and low organic matter levels provide the perfect growing 
environment for vines. 

The mountain range of Vermio is crucial for the microclimate of the 
region. The winter is usually cold, giving nature the time to rest. In 
summer the sunlight ripens the grapes, while the mountain breeze 
cools the vines during the night.  

This red is a brilliant alternative to the most famous Pinot Noir or 
Nebbiolo grapes. Medium ruby colour, the nose is packed with intense 
sour cherry, plum chutney, wild herbs, and dried. It’s a medium bodied 
wine on the palate, with finely structured which are much softer and 
more integrated than in most other Xinomavro. The palate is well 
balance with sour cherries, wild berries with good acidity ending with a 
lovely herbatious aroma.  

This would pair divinely with a pan fried duck breast. 
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Italy 

Piedmont 
 
Grapes:  
Nebbiolo 

Lessona Noah 2017                                            £34.50 
 

Noah is an exciting young winery based in the small town of Brusnengo, 
in the province of Biella in Northern Piedmont. It is the viticultural 
brainchild of Andrea Mosca and Giovanna Pepe Diaz who, in 2010, 
decided that  a career change was necessary in order to follow their 
passion for wine. The husband and wife team had a mutual yearning to 
live off the land and so, in a bid to change their lifestyle and that of 
their two children, they purchased 3.8 hectares of vineyard within the 
Bramaterra DOC. Andrea and Giovanna have a holistic approach to 
winemaking, they believe strongly that “wine is the harmonious 
meeting of man and nature.”  

The Noah vineyards sit between the two growing areas in Brusnengo - 
Mesola and Forte - and the grapes grown here can be made into the 
wines of Bramaterra DOC or Coste della Sesia DOC – Noah produces 
both. Noah’s production is led by Nebbiolo but there are parcels 
dedicated to Croatina, Vespolina and Uva Rara.  

Brusnengo sits upon volcanic, porphyry rock and there are great 
differences between the topsoil within the growing area. Here, the 
unique microclimate of cooling breezes and warming soils guarantees a 
slow and complete ripening of the all of the varieties and results in 
wines with full and complex flavours. 

This comes from sandy soil and has pale ruby colour with garnet 
highlights. The nose is extremely fragrant with dried hay, red cherries, 
cedar, later developing into the Nebbiolo-typical 'tar' aromas in the 
glass. On the palate it is full bodied and dry with finely structured, 
almost sandy but polished tannins. There is savoury baking spice, cured 
meat - this wine is extremely juicy with ripe berry fruit, finishing with 
white peach, and Mediterranean ethereal herbs. Super delicious and 
drinking extremely well!  
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France 

Rhone Valley/ 
Cornas 
 
Grapes:  
Syrah 

Cornas Granit 30 Vincent Paris 2019                      £34.50 

Vincent Paris, whose first vintage was 1997, is as shy as his wines are 
bold. In his early 30's, he has retro sideburns, but not much else in the 
Cornas appellation's new star is "retro". Vincent's uncle is Robert Michel, 
one of Cornas's finest growers and he made his two first wines with his 
uncle then, seeking autonomy, rented facilities for the vinification of his 
most recent wines. He is in the process of building his own winemaking 
facilities with a courtyard that holds his apricot plantation. Vincent 
inherited most of his own vines from his grandfather (some of which are 
90 years old) and has also rented some vines from his uncle. Vincent's 
total rented and owned holdings amount to 8 hectares. They are located 
at different places along the southeast facing Cornas slope. 

In the vineyard Vincent prunes to leave only four bunches of grapes per 
vine (the norm is between five and seven) which concentrates the vines' 
growing power and cuts down on the need for green harvests. He 
ferments at relatively low temperatures and matures his wine in oak 
barrels for up to 12 months. Vincent's wines are not yet widely 
discovered, but can already be found on the wine lists of several three 
star Michelin restaurants. 
 
There is a gentle raspberry and blueberry perfume to the nose, while the 
palate is plump with ripe hedgerow fruit and a touch of sweet spice. 
Tannins are subtle, and there is a mineral, graphite note to the finish. 
Would pair perfectly with any Game dish. 
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Wine Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


