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The Bronze case is perfect for stocking up your home cellar and this summer case is made up of 

many of my favourite new discoveries, so it is particularly hard to recommend what to enjoy first! 

Chardonnay Calco Triangle Wines 2018 is sure to shine with its precision and complexity and I am 

especially delighted to have sourced Clos Lojen Ponce 2019. This has already become one of my 

go to wines for this summer, and I hope you will enjoy it as much as I do. 

 

USA 

Sacramento 
 
Grapes: 

78% Chenin Blanc 

22% Viognier 

Chenin Blanc/Viognier 'Clarksburg' Pine Ridge 2019 £19.50 

Pine Ridge Vineyards were founded in 1978 by Gary Andrus, they are in 
the heart of the Stags Leap District of Napa Valley. The estate consists 
of 160 acres of vineyards, 47 of which are within Stags Leap District with 
the others in Howell Mountain, Oakville, Rutherford, and Carneros.  

This diversity gives winemaker Michael Beaulac many different blending 
options from which to choose each year, the results of which can be seen 
in the stunningly high quality of the wines they produce. The Chenin 
Blanc majority in this wine comes from the Clarksburg appellation, 
referred to as the ‘Gem of the Delta’, which is over in the Sacramento 
river delta. The soils are made up of deep clay with excellent water 
holding capacity. The Viognier is sourced from Lodi, which has a classic 
Mediterranean climate, with warm days and cool nights.  

Grapes were destemmed and crushed upon arrival at the winery. The 
free run juice was combined with the press fraction to increase mouth 
feel. The wine was then aged in stainless-steel tanks without malolactic 
fermentation in order to retain the pure varietal fruit character in the 
final wine.  

This wine is of medium straw yellow colour, and the oily tears in the 
glass already suggest some richness. On the nose it has an excellent 
intensity of 'fruit salad', grapefruit, ripe peach, cantaloupe melon and 
mango, along with semi-aromatic lime-blossom, hints of mint, 
elderflower and white blossom; The palate is dry, but juicy. Again with 
ripe stone fruit and yellow apples, citrus peel, lovely zesty-ness and 
slightly tart refreshing finish. Delicious and easy-drinking. 

This wine is a wonderful summer drop, pairing with chicken salads be it 
Caesar or Thai inspired. It holds up beautifully with richer food like Crab 
cakes or rustic tartes too.  
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France 

Loire Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Sauvignon Blanc 

 

 

Sancerre Sophie Bertin 2019                                 £22.95      

Eric Louis took over the winery in 1995 with 6 hectares of vines spread 
across Sancerre’s slopes overlooking the Loire. This is a family-owned 
and run single-estate. Their Sauvignon Blanc comes from the south-
eastern side of the Sancerre appellation and is grown on flinty and 
chalky-clayey soils. The winery are now converting to organic practices. 

Harvest takes place at night to ensure grapes arrive at the winery cool 
and as fresh as possible. Grapes are then slowly & gently pressed. The 
wine is matured on its fine lees in stainless steel tanks with nitrogen 
protection, to reduce sulphites.  

This Sancerre appears pale golden in colour with citrus and tropical fruit 
aromas combined with minerality. On the palate is fresh and delicate 
with plenty of green apple and zesty lemon notes.  

It can be sipped as an aperitif but it is also perfectly suited for seafood 
and fish dishes or mixed salads. 
 

 

 

Chile 

Limari Valley 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay  

Chardonnay Calco Triangle Wines 2018                         £18.50 

The Limari Valley is one of the most exciting and innovative wine-
producing regions in Chile. It is located 400 Km to the north of Santiago 
and only 20 km from the Pacific Ocean. That said, it is one of the most 
arid places in the world with less than 1 inch of rain a year, this is 7 times 
less than the Gobi Dessert! The water problem is resolved by a series of 
reservoirs, canals and pipelines bringing water down from the Andes 
mountain range. 

Triangle Wines is a collaboration of De Martino and some UK wine 
professionals. Named Chilean Winery of the year in 2011, De Martino 
have continued to be one of the most progressive and exciting names on 
the Chilean wine scene. Pietro De Martino arrived in Chile from Italy in 
1934. With a track record spanning more than 80 years, the winery brings 
together the experience of the third generation of the family. 

This Chardonnay was harvested at night during the first two weeks of 
February to keep the freshness. The grapes were destemmed and pressed 
gently to avoid extracting bitter phenols. The juice was then fermented 
in steel and aged in 228-litre French oak barriques for 12 months with 
partial malolactic fermentation. 

This has a pale lemon yellow colour with green hints. On the nose it is 
pure, almost Chablis-like with subtle lees/ yeast notes along with lemon-
skin, yellow apple and just ripe peach; medium- bodied on the palate, 
citrus and floral aromas enhance the light lees structure. This is zesty & 
pure. Excellent for summer drinking - try this with Oysters! 
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Portugal 

Vinho Verde 
 
Grapes:  
Loureiro 

Alvarinho 

Vinho Verde Reserva Quinta de Azevedo 2019           £12.50 

The Vinho Verde region in the northern part of Portugal is basically just 
across the border from the green Galicia region of Spain where their 
delicious Albariños are from.  

Wines from Vinho Verde are usually refreshing in style, due to the natural 
acidity which comes from local grape varieties, predominantly Alvarinho 
– as you will have guessed this is the same grape as Spain’s Albariño, with 
fruity and floral aromas depending on the grape variety and Loureiro 
which adds some floral elements as well as Treixadura.  

Fernando Guedes acquired this historic estate in 1982 and he 
immediately started to renew its vineyard, using a modern cordon-
trained system.  

On the nose this has a high intensity of stone fruits and lovely zestiness 
on the palate. This blend of Loureiro and Alvarinho goes extremely well 
with mixed shellfish platters. 

 

 

South Africa 

Coastal Region 

Grapes:  
Pinotage 

Delheim Pinotage Rosé 2020                                       £13.50                           

This is a family-owned winery, run now by the eldest son and daughter 
of the legend Michael Hans “Spatz” Sperling. The cellar is situated in the 
Simonsberg ward of Stellenbosch. The Simonsberg mountain was named 
after the first Governor of the Cape, Simon van der Stel, after whom 
Stellenbosch is also named. 

The Pinotage grapes for this wine grow on expressive clay and sandy soils 
in the municipality of Muldersvlei Bowl.  Harvesting starts mid-January 
with the blocks selected for rosé. With sufficient rain in the winter 
months and moderately warm weather from November to January the 
vintage was in perfect condition with yields and quality above par.  

This Pinotage Rose is a vibrant light pink. The uniquely intense, fragrant 
bouquet of this South African rosé is reminiscent of a fruit basket filled 
with red raspberries, cranberries, strawberries and juicy red cherries. 
On the palate it is fresh, fruity, juicy and round. The crisp acidity stands 
in the way of a subtle, wonderfully ripeness, which perfectly balances 
this rosé from the cape. Perfect for an aperitif in the summer sun, but 
this also works extremely well with light starters. 
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Spain 

Navarra 
 
Grapes:  
Garnacha Tinta 

 

 

 

 

 

Ros Navarra Rosé 2020                                                       £14.95 

Navarra, in northern Spain, is one of the country's largest administrative 
regions with a reasonably prolific, if lesser-known wine region. Garnacha 
is at home here and is the 2nd most important red wine grape in Spain 
after Tempranillo. 

`Rós’ is a winemaking collaboration between two great friends: Irish 
Master of Wine Lynne Coyle and Spanish Winemaker Alicia Eyaralar in 
Navarra. Lynne and Alicia decided to make their first wine together in 
the 2018 vintage, selecting a two-hectare vineyard of native, old-vine 
Garnacha atop chalk and clay soils, tended by hand.  

The Garnacha grapes grow in sustainably farmed vineyards in the cooler 
Yerri Valley close to the Pyrenees and the Atlantic Ocean. After hand-
picking and a short skin maceration, the grapes are fermented using wild 
vineyard yeasts and a minimal intervention regime follows in the winery. 

Wild strawberry, raspberry, allspice, ruby red grapefruit with medium 
body. Fresh and vibrant soft-textured rosado, with pure Garnacha 
flavours of raspberries and spice. Bags of summer fruits give a nice 
smooth and easy drinking finish. 
This pairs wonderfully with long hot days in the sun next to the pool. 

Alternatively have it with classic Spanish tapas or try it with blue 

cheese (I know this sounds odd – trust me on this one!) 

 

 

 

 

France 

Loire Valley 

Grapes:  
Cabernet-Franc  

Chinon ‘Cuisine de ma mere’ Grosbois 2019           £17.95 

The 600-mile stretch of the Loire River valley and its tributaries make up 
one of France’s top wine regions. Its proximity to Paris has made these 
light red wines the summer choice of many Parisians. Chinon lies in the 
heart of the Loire Valley on the southern side of the river, just east of 
Saumur. Almost 90% of the wines produced here are red, made 
predominantly from the Cabernet Franc. 

Nicolas Grosbois grew up in a winemaking family that dates back to 1820, 
but needed to set out on his own to find his niche in the winemaking 
world. His philosophy centres around the idea of micro-site specificity. 

The vinification changes a little every year depending on what the 
harvest gives you, Nicolas says, like a chef in the kitchen, you must react. 
The Cuisine de ma mère comes from their young vines from clay and sand 
and is designed for early drinking. The grapes are destemmed and 
undergo a 5-day skin maceration, fermented and then aged in concrete. 

The wines of Domaine Grosbois are true bistro wines: food friendly and 
easy to drink with a succulent complexity. Pair it like a local, with spring 
vegetables, river fish and grilled or herb roasted meats.  

This has an intense nose of cassis, blackberry, raspberry leaf, spice and 
barnyard - in a good way! On the palate it is medium-bodied, with fine-
grained and well-integrated tannins, and all the classic Cabernet Franc 
lavours you can wish for. This is juicy, and refreshing, a perfect summer 
red full of flavour and with only 12.5 %, simply delicious. 
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Spain 

Almansa 

Grapes:  
Garnacha 

Albahra Envínate 2019                                             £21.50 

 

Almansa is located within Castilla-La Mancha. The region is defined by 
its dramatic continental climate, as summers can reach excruciatingly 
high temperatures, with an extreme lack of rainfall. Winters, in contrast, 
can be freezing. Castilla-La Mancha’s vines sit atop of Spain’s Meseta 
Central.  

Envínate (aka wine-yourself) is the brainchild of Laura Ramos, Jose 
Martínez, Roberto Santana and Alfonso Torrente, four friends who met 
while studying oenology at the University of Miguel Hernández in 
Alicante. Their work is currently focused in exploring the ancient, 
Atlantic-infused terruños of Ribeira Sacra and the Canary Islands. Their 
philosophy is simple: let each single parcel fully express itself by utilizing 
old-fashioned farming and wine-making methods. Right now there are 
four different projects under the Envínate umbrella: Lousas in Ribeira 
Sacra, Taganan in Tenerife, T. Amarela in Extremadura and Albahra in 
Almansa. 

This wine is made from Garnacha Tintorera and Moravia Agria grapes 
grown at 800 metres elevation, and fermented with 40% whole bunches 
in large concrete tanks. Marked by ripe, earthy fruit, dusty tannins and 
fresh acidity, it’s an approachable and highly enjoyable wine. It’s also 
very versatile with food and works from roasted vegetables – try it with 
beetroot, mushroom risotto to pork steaks. 

'This is medium purple, fruit-driven, cassis and blackberry as well as 
violet flowers on the nose. Dry medium-bodied fine tannins, which are 
ripe and round. Hints of bitter-chocolate delicious and easy-drinking, lots 
of flavour at only 12.5% abv.'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.guildsomm.com/research/compendium/w/spain/319/castilla-la-mancha


THE WINE CLUB - Bronze CASE 

Summer 2021 
 

 

6 | P a g e  

Philglas & Swiggot Limited ⃒ Registered company number:  04654163 
Address: 21 Northcote Road, London, SW11 1NG ⃒ VAT number: 843 254 826 ⃒ AWRS: XZAW00000107735 

Chile 

Maipo 
 
Grapes:  
Syrah, Viognier 

Syrah 'Origen' Viña Chocalán 2018                         £17.95 

Maipo Valley is the closest Chilean wine region to the capital city of 
Santiago.  

The Mediterranean climate is perfect for elegant styles of Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Syrah.  

Viña Chocalán was founded by Guillermo Toro in 1998, Toro’s family is 
still running the wine production nowadays with Fernando Espina leading 
the wine making process, using stainless steel and only the very best oak 
barrels available. 

This Syrah has a captivating, long finish, revealing notes of chocolate and 
cedar with soft tannins. The addition of Viognier brings floral perfume 
and good texture to the fruit profile. Best paired with braised steaks or 
grilled lamb. 

 

 

France 

Cahors 

Grapes:  
Malbec 

Château Les Croiselle Le Croizillon Cahors 2019    £15.50 

In 1971 Cahors achieved its Appellation d'origine contrôlée (AOC) 
designation. The new AOC, combined with understandable envy of the 
success of Malbec in Argentina, led producers to put a new emphasis on 
quality. The shift to quality started with improved viticultural practices 
that in the winery often took the form of longer maturation and better-
quality French oak. 

Château Les Croisilles is one of Cahors' leading producers who promoted 
the quality possible in the region. Cahors had been in decline but is now 
bouncing back due to the popularity and meteoric rise of Malbec with 
Cahors being its spiritual home.  

Armed with a passion for the land, Bernard and Cecile Fages Croisille set 
up shop in Luzech in 1979. Starting as grape growers, Bernard and Cecile 
did not come from a winemaking background, and their neighbour taught 
them how to make wine. 10 years later, Bernard and Cecille made their 
first wine, and with the help of their family, they renovated the old 
cellar.  

The wine itself is rich and deep with notes of blueberries and black 
plums, backed up with fine backbone of tannins and minerality. If you 
love to drink red wine all year round, try chilling your Cahors and take it 
to your picnic lunch. The vibrant acidity and firm tannins of this wine 
will pair well with traditional summer lunch foods and is excellent with 
grilled salmon.  
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Italy 

Piedmont 
 
Grapes:  

Freisa 

Boschis Freisa 'Bosco della Cicale' 2019                       £18.95 
 

Francesco Boschis is an under-the-radar star in Piedmont, making wines 

that are well above the average standard for Dolcetto, Barbera and 

Freisa. Based in Dogliani, the vineyards here are more elevated than Alba 

(550m asl) as well as further south and with more exposition to the 

Mediterranean. 

The family have grown grapes for 100 years and made their own wines 

for the last 50. Mario Boschis runs the 14 hectares of vines with his wife 

Simona, and two sons Paolo and Marco and nobody else. When they plant 

new vineyards they taking cuttings from prephylloxera selections. The 

vineyards are all managed organically, and they also farm Piemontese 

cattle, hazelnuts and manage their own beehives. 

The Boschis labels are made by local artist Teresita Terreno, and they 

beautifully describe the time of year when each of their wines is best 

enjoyed. Bosco della Cicale refers to the nearby forests that chirp with 

cicadas during the summer. 

The Freisa grape is a Piemontese native, and a parent of Nebbiolo with 

shich it shares many features, especially the firm tannins. Deeper in 

colour and with red-berry fruit aromas reminiscent of strawberries, 

Freisa is now made with care to make a richer, softer style of wine similar 

to Nebbiolo. Traditionally, Freisa was bottled slightly sweet and spritzy 

to mask the power of the tannins. This is a great wine for the summer 

and early months of Autumn.  

Drink it young and match with Mediterranean style dishes like baked 

cheese, Moussaka or simply Bolognese pasta. 
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Spain 

Manchuela 
 
Grapes:  
Bobal 

Clos Lojen Ponce 2019                                           £14.50  

Manchuela is a large wine region in the eastern part of Castilla-La 
Mancha, a land-locked autonomous community in central Spain. Prior to 
1982, Manchuela was part of the larger La Mancha DO but its growers felt 
it was being hindered by the bulk-wine reputation of La Mancha and 
wanted to split off to pursue their own interests. The landscape in 
Manchuela is mostly flat and dry, with terracotta-coloured earth as far 
as the eye can see, although the terrain becomes mountainous in the 
west. 

Juan Antonio is no longer a promising winemaker he has established 
himself as a leading figure in biodynamic and natural winemaking in his 
native Cuenca. After working with Telmo Rodríguez and Pablo Eguzkiza 
in their various Spanish projects, Juan Antonio spent time in France 
learning about biodynamics and how he could apply those techniques to 
his own vineyards in Manchuela.  

Bobal is a dark-skinned wine grape variety native to southeast Spain. It 
is one of Spain's most planted grape varieties behind Tempranillo and 
Airen, despite its relative obscurity. Manchuela is the spiritual home of 
the Bobal grape, where it maintains acidity, even in the warm, arid 
climate. Clos Lojen is a pure and fresh 100% Bobal from limestone soils, 
fermented in big oak casks.  

The wine has a sweet, ripe nose with warm, plummy dark cherry and 
blackberry fruit. It is very moreish with pronounced savoury flavours and 
a structured edge leading to a dense, mouth-filling and spicy finish. This 
goes perfectly with any roast dishes with a red sauce and warming spices. 
Try it with a lamb tagine or a aubergine puttanesca, this wine will 
compliment them wonderfully.  

 

This is of pale purple colour and has a savoury, earthy nose, with hints 

of barnyard, leather, red earth and plummy fruit. Medium-bodied with 

medium acidity and tannins which are slightly structured. A super classy 

wine for the price point! Decant for half an hour or enjoy from Burgundy 

glasses. This comes from 30-40 year old vines and is a top steal! 
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Date Tasting Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


