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Germany 

Rheinhessen 
 
Grapes: 

Weissburhunder, 

aka Pinot Blanc 

Weisser Burgunder Wittmann 2017                        £16.95 

Wittmann is based in Westhofen, the heart of southern Rheinhessen, 
surrounded by some of the region’s best vineyards. The Wittmans are not 
exactly newcomers to the area, having made wine here since 1663, and 
perhaps this gives them a sense of responsibility for the soils in their 
vineyards: they were pioneers in adopting organic methods in 1990. A 
conversion to biodynamism followed in 2004, and Philip Wittmann 
reports that his wines now have more character and depth. The estate 
makes wine from a number of varieties, but predominantly Riesling. Most 
holdings are in Westhofen, but like their colleague Klaus-Peter Keller, 
they also have vineyards in Nierstein.  

The grapes are all grown in the estate’s own vineyards, cultivated bio-
dynamically and tended by hand. They are exceptionally food friendly 
wines both in their youth and as they mature. High quality wine doesn’t 
come on its own. It starts in the vineyards with yield reduction, hand 
selection of the fruit and a variety of other biodyn-friendly measures 
throughout the year. In the cellar, gentle pressing is followed by 
traditional vinification methods. The wines are primarily fermented in 
traditional large barrels.  

A little bit of skin contact for the 2017 Weisser Burgunder adds structure 
to this fresh, bitter lemon-scented, mineral-driven wine. This also has 
tons of white peach and green and yellow apple to offer, and we would 
like to recommend it to anyone liking their village Chablis as an 
alternative. Simply delicious! 

 

 

 

 

Greece 

Crete 
 
Grapes:  
Dafni 

 

 

Domaine Lyrarakis Dafni Crete 2019                     £14.50      

Domaine Lyrarakis, established in 1966, is located in the mountainous 
commune of Alagni (440 metres above sea-level), south of the city of 
Heraklion, in Crete. The well-preserved 14th-century stone-presses in 
the fields around the winery are testament to the area’s long history of 
grape-growing and winemaking. The winery is at the forefront of 
viticultural innovation, championing obscure local varieties such as the 
ancient white cultivars of Plyto, Dafni and Vidiano, that it rescued from 
extinction. 

The Lyrarakis Psarades Vineyard Dafni is one of the most unique white 

wines you will ever taste. There are only 10 hectares of this fragrant 

grape variety in existence, thanks largely to producers like Lyrarakis who 

worked hard to bring it back from the brink of extinction. Its name 

derives from the laurel (bay leaf) plant, which is called “Dáfni” in Greek, 

as the wine produced resembles these aromas.  

A wine with a distinctive herbal character, refreshing mouthfeel and 

intense aromatic astertaste, in a citrus fruit background. A wonderful 

food wine, perfect with salads, sea food and white meat. Super 

distinctive. 
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South Africa 

Stellenbosch 
 
Grapes:  
Sauvignon Blanc  

Savage Salt River Sauvignon Blanc 2020                  £17.95 

Duncan Savage, previously the winemaker at Cape Point Vineyards, 

introduced his own label in 2011 with a goal to produce rock-solid, 

classic, and elegant wines. Through his time at Cape Point, Duncan grew 

to understand maritime vineyards, which led him to source grapes for 

Savage wines from maritime and high-altitude sites around the Western 

Cape.  

Duncan tells the story: 'In 2019 we happened to stumble upon a 32-year-

old block of bush vine Sauvignon Blanc in Stellenbosch. We fell in love 

with the wine and vineyard and decided to create a brand and style 

separate from the rest of the Savage Range. Salt River is in the heart of 

the city of Cape Town, an area reminiscent of Shoreditch in London a 

few years back. The Sauvignon Blanc is fermented in a combination of 

stainless-steel tanks, concrete eggs and old barrels.’  

‘Duncan Savage never disappoints. This Sauvignon Blanc has plenty of 

citrus and yellow fruits while the palate is mineral driven with a 

deliciously fresh, slightly salty finish. Pair this with any raw sea food, 

oysters would be perfect!’ ~ Nicco, Battersea Store 

 

Italy 

Alto Adige 
 
Grapes:  
Pinot Bianco  

Cantina Terlan Pinot Bianco Classico 2019             £18.95 

Cantina Terlano is well known in Italian wine drinking circles for 

producing Italy’s longest lived white wines. Many memorable wines from 

the 1950s and 1960s, which rank amongst the greatest white wines of the 

world, were made here. Located in the heart of the Terlan wine-growing 

region and founded in 1893, it is one of the oldest Alto Adige 

cooperatives. At that time, 24 growers set themselves the goal of joint 

production and sales marketing. Recognition and prosperity blossomed 

from there. Today Terlano has approximately 100 members, it farms 150 

hectares and has an annual production of roughly 1.2 million bottles. 

Clear pale-yellow colour with a slight greenish shimmer. On the nose this 

classic Pinot Bianco scores with crisp notes of pear mingling with aromas 

of raspberry and lime, plus a touch of camomile and lemon grass to round 

off the composition. Body and balance sum up the Pinot Bianco, which 

intrigues the palate with the fruit of the pear and quince aromas 

combined with a salty minerality. The wine tickles the tongue and goes 

on to deliver a persistent aftertaste. 
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Australia 

Margaret River 

Grapes:  
Semillon 

Continental Platter Semillon 2019                          £12.95                           

Continental Platter’s iconic winemaker Patrick Sullivan focuses on 

producing a range of Australian wines from carefully sourced, quality 

fruit from biodynamically farmed vineyards. The wines are all produced 

in the most natural way possible. After a manual harvest, they are 

fermented with their indigenous yeast and bottled without fining or 

filtration. 

The wine is super easy drinking, not funky, not murky, very clean fresh 

fruits, great balance, and length. A very versatile glass of white packed 

with green pepper, peach, lime, pure zingy yet ripe fruit with a dry salty 

twang. 

‘This offers amazing quality for its price. A crowd pleaser, but this is not 

just an easy drinking wine. Made from 100% Semillon it will surprise you 

with rich aromas of stone fruits, peach and a hint of citrus. Medium 

bodied, and my favourite match for a grilled salmon.’ ~ Samara, 

Marylebone Store 

 

Portugal 

Melgaço    
Vinho Verde 
 
Grapes:  
Alvarinho 

 

 

Soalheiro Alvarinho 2020                                        £19.95 

Soalheiro, a pioneer in the creation of Alvarinho wine in Melgaço, is an 

international benchmark for the wines of this grape variety, blending 

perfectly into the distinctive Minho landscape surrounding it. In the 

nineteen seventies (1974), a passion for winemaking led João António 

Cerdeira, with the support of his father, António Esteves Ferreira, to 

plant the first Alvarinho vine and to create the first brand of Alvarinho 

in Melgaço in 1982, and one of the first Alvarinho brands in the sub-region 

of Monção and Melgaço. Located in Melgaço (Portugal's northernmost 

point) it is protected by a range of mountains that create the conditions 

necessary for the best ripening of Alvarinho grapes. Here, the Alvarinho 

is special.  

Soalheiro’s Alvarinho ‘classico’ is, vintage after vintage, consistently 

bursting with vibrant, sun-drenched fruit and fresh minerality. 

‘Citrus aromas reveal a classic Alvarinho style, but this also offers 

tropical notes and is elegant on the palate, with a vibrant and fresh 

minerality. I loved this wine from the first sip. Ideal as an aperitif or with 

any seafood dishes.’ ~ Sheila, Marylebone Store 
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Italy 

Tuscany 

Grapes:  
69% Sangiovese 

15% Cabernet-

Franc 14% Merlot 

Coste del Vivo Rosso No.1 (2015/16/18)                 £19.95 

Coste del Vivo is the personal project of winemaker Toby Owen. 20 years 

ago, Toby was manager of a wine shop in Scotland, dreaming of one day 

being able to make wine like the best of those he sold. In 2009 a chance 

meeting led to experience working with Brunello producer San Polino in 

Montalcino. Later, in 2012 he returned to Montalcino as winemaking 

assistant at Casa Raia. By the following vintage he was winemaker for 

micro-producer Hortulanus in the beautiful vineyards of Seggiano on 

Monte Amiata. Over the next few years Toby found that a number of 

local vineyards were in danger of being abandoned and convinced the 

owners to allow him to take them over in exchange for a few bottles of 

wine, and finally, in 2018 he assumed control of the Hortulanus 

vineyards, his dream became real and the hard work got harder... 

Apart from occasionally buying grapes from neighbours and friends, 

production is drawn from a total of just 2,5 hectares of vineyard spread 

over 5 separate plots, some dating back to the 1970’s.  

Rosso No.1 is made from a Sangiovese-led blend of 2015, 2016 and 2018 

wines, it is the third edition of Toby's Rosso No 1 and continues in the 

same vein of the previous two stunners, combining complexity, structure 

and drinkability in a wine which sings 'TUSCANNNYYYYYY!' in a great 

Pavarottian vibrato.  

Packed with sourcherries, red plums and aromatic Mediterranean herbs, 

this strikes with a fine, ripe, but still structured Tuscan tannin. A journey 

to Tuscany with every sip. Combines well with a wide range of dishes 

from prosciutto to pizza and more. Drink within the next 3-5 years. 

 

 

South Africa 

Western Cape 

Grapes:  
Cabernet Franc    
Merlot 

Alphabetical Vin Ordinaire Red 2019                       £12.95 
 

Made by friends David Cope and Simon Wibberly, they didn’t want to 

make a single varietal wine or even a classic blend. Unfussed by area or 

origin and not owning their own estate, or boasting years of heritage, 

they wanted to make wines that were fun - voluptuous yet drinkable, 

impressive yet affordable, honest products that are naturally fermented 

and made with the utmost care to maintain the integrity of the fruit and 

the variety character. In other words, serious wine, but wine you can 

pour for novices as much as aficionados.  

Deep purple in the glass, there's something undeniably juicy, bitter, 

sweet, chocolatey and clove studded fruit laden about this. Dark 

chocolate dipped orange, a hint of menthol with a lovely warm 

earthiness- think sunbaked earth and terracotta pots with juicy Autumn 

blackberries. It would work splendidly with a grilled Barnsley chop 

cooked with rosemary and some whole baked garlic cloves. A great take 

on a Cape style Bordeaux blend. A wine made from grapes grown in the 

harsh but beautiful winelands of the Western Cape, an area where the 

winemakers surf and the surfers make wine.  
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Argentina 

Catamarca 
 
Grapes:  
Bonarda 

Bonarda Arguijón de Abeja Durigutti Family 2017  £13.50  

Durigutti is a family winery set up by two strapping brothers Héctor and 

Pablo, who are Mendoza born and bred. Located in the heart of Lujan de 

Cuyo, seen by many as Argentina’s finest winemaking area, they produce 

Argentine classics like Malbec and Torrontes, but also some of the 

country’s most innovative and thrilling wines. 

This old vine Bonarda comes from a vineyard planted in 1938 in Fiambalá, 

Catamarca in the northern part of Argentina, not too far from Salta. 

Aguijón de Abeja is a celebration of the worker bees that help out in the 

vineyard. Bonarda is one of Argentina’s most exciting but less talked 

about grape varieties.  

This is bright and pure with perfumed dark plums and blackberries as 

well as good & well-rounded tannin. A great match with roasted duck or 

spicy sausages. 

 

 

Austria 

Burgenland 

Grapes:  
Saint Laurent 

Pittnauer Saint Laurent Dorflagen 2017                  £18.95 

 

This biodynamic estate is run by husband-and-wife team Gerhard & 

Brigitte Pittnauer who farm 15 hectares, half of which is owned and half 

is rented. All work is done manually from composting to pruning. There 

is no calendar that drives them. Nothing is rushed: they believe in quality 

over speed. They are making wines that excite them with the unique 

voice of the varietal and the deep limestone soils of the terroir speaking 

clearly. Gerhard and Brigitte are aware of the evolution of their tastes 

as well as the vineyard’s. 

Grapes for the Dorflagen are hand harvested from a mix of vineyards; 

Salzbergacker, Goldberg & Edelgrund, where there is a decent amount 

of gravel which provides better drainage through the humus and iron-

rich soil. Fermentation and aging occur in 500L neutral barrels (12 

months). 

Aromatic ripe, red cherries reveal a tart touch of redcurrant on the nose. 

The palate has that same appetizing, red-fruited allure: refreshing and 

juicy, but never heavy. A fresh-faced and authentic red, it has been 

captured at the perfect intersection of ripeness and crunch. 

 

 



THE WINE CLUB - Bronze CASE 

Spring 2021 
 

 

6 | P a g e  

Philglas & Swiggot Limited ⃒ Registered company number:  04654163 
Address: 21 Northcote Road, London, SW11 1NG ⃒ VAT number: 843 254 826 ⃒ AWRS: XZAW00000107735 

Italy 

Veneto 
 
Grapes:  
Recantina 

Serafini & Vidotto Recantina 2019                          £17.95 
 
Serafini & Vidotto are two old schoolfriends who decided to unite their 

talents and passion for high quality wines and vineyards, and so back in 

1986 they purchased 20 hectares of vineyard land and ventured into the 

winemaking world. The pair decided to work with a once famous but now 

forgotten native grape, Recantina.  

From the Montello e Colli Asolani DOC area, the Recantina grapes are 

manually harvested in mid-October and transported to the gravity fed 

winery. After a period of maceration, the grapes are pressed and fall 

through into to the level beneath to ferment.   

This wine is very exuberant, generous, slightly rough at the beginning 

but with tons of personality. Flavours of cherries and berries with floral 

notes also. Light in body with a delicate tannin structure. A perfect 

wine for matching with red meat, for example - Bistecca alla Fiorentina 

or with duck-breast with aromatic herbs, guinea fowl from the oven or 

sharply roasted lamb chops. 

 

 

 

 

Australia 

Margaret River 
 
Grapes:  
95% Shiraz 
5% Malbec 

Leeuwin Estate Siblings Shiraz 2017                       £20.95 
 
Leeuwin Estate is one of the five founding wineries in the Margaret River 

district of Western Australia and most well-known for their Art Series, 

which includes wines made from Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz, Riesling, 

Sauvignon Blanc, and Chardonnay. Every vintage, an Australian artist is 

commissioned to design the labels, much like Château Mouton 

Rothschild.  

The Siblings label celebrates the family lineage of Leeuwin, with three 

generations of the founding family now leaving their footprints on the 

Estate. Cellaring Potental is 8-12 years 

Concentrated red cherries, mulberries and blueberries dominate the 

nose. There is cocoa, coffee bean, oak char black cardamom, nutmeg, 

cinnamon and lifted violets that are well positioned in the background. 

The palate is rich and layered with dark cherries, boysenberries, and 

blueberries. Structural mocha-like tannins scroll to the back palate with 

subtle hints of anise, which is balanced with an elegant and buoyant acid 

line. 
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