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Portugal 

Bairrada 
 
Grapes: 

Maria Gomes 

Luis Pato Maria Gomes Espumante NV                          £14.95 

Luís Pato has been making the wines of the estate since 1980, ten years 
after his father became the first producer to estate bottle wines, after 
the Bairrada DOC was granted. These days, and more than 30 vintages 
later, Luis has 60 hectares of vines, focusing on the region's signature 
grape Baga for reds, and Bical and Maria Gomes for whites. Winemaking 
has moved from the grounds of the family house in Ois do Bairro, to a 
smart winery in Amoreira de Gandara, and, of course, these days Luis 
Pato is not only the most famous producer in his region, but enjoys a 
global reputation too. 

Bairrada has since the 1890s been the cradle of sparkling wine production 
in Portugal and a considerable proportion of Luís' production is sparkling, 
both metodo classico and metodo antigo.  

We love this really delicious wine which should replace Prosecco the 
world over! Lovely sweet-floral fruits on the nose, and a touch of toasty 
and biscuity flavours. Dry on the palate this tastes of crisp apples and 
fresh lemons. 

 

 

 

 

France 

Loire Valley  
 
Grapes:  
Sauvignon Blanc 

 

 

Les Maselles Sauvignon Blanc Val de Loire 2019      £10.50 

Everyone loves a good Sancerre or Pouilly-Fumé, the two most famous 

villages from the Loire. And this Maselles is another fine example of 

exactly what the Loire Valley does so well: delicious dry Sauvignon Blanc! 

It has aromas of gooseberry, cut grass and fresh lime. The palate is dry, 
crisp and vibrant with a pleasant herbal finish that would pair perfectly 
with fresh seafood, vegetarian dishes such as asparagus, or it makes for 
a refreshing aperitif just by itself! 
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Portugal 

Alentejo  
 
Grapes:  
Arinto, Maria 

Gomes, Viosinho  

INHO Susana Esteban 2018                                          £16.95 

Winemaker of the Year 2011 by 'Revista de Vinhos', Susana originally 

comes from Galicia in Spain, but made her reputation as a winemaker in 

the Douro in the northern part of Portugal. Her last move was to 

Alentejo, in southern Portugal, where she makes small quantities of 

hand-crafted, highly expressive wines from old vineyards.  

This comes from high-elevation, old field-blend vineyards planted to 

Arinto, Maria Gomes, and Viosinho, all of which are expressive, local 

grape varieties, grown in the very special and unique terroir of the Serra 

de São Mamede. Part of the wine was fermented and aged in stainless 

steel, to retain freshness and vibrancy. The other part was aged in an 

old, 1200 Litre barrel, to add a little richness and complexity. The 

resulting wine shows an amazing range of fruit flavours, with great 

ripeness and weight. It is also balanced with zippy freshness and a stony, 

mineral texture. A delightful and versatile and truly exciting wine. 

 

Spain 

Rías Baixas 
 
Grapes:  
Albariño  

Lagar de Costa Albariño Rías Baixas 2019                        £15.95 

Lagar de Costa is a family winery managed with passion and dedication 
for three generations. They are fully committed to the get the best out 
of the Albariño grape!  

From the Rías Baixas D.O, located close to the Atlantic, within the 
cooler, north-eastern Galica region of Spain, is internationally acclaimed 
to produce the most expressive versions of the grape. 

This cuvée comes from the small idyllic Costa family vineyards that run 
right down to the beach on the Galician coast. The proximity to the wild 
Atlantic gives this wine a refreshing saline minerality that beautifully 
complements the greengage, peach and apricot fruits. Floral and 
aromatic with balanced citrus.   
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Austria 

Weinviertel 

Grapes:  
Grüner Veltliner 

Zull Weinviertel Grüner Veltliner 2019                          £15.95 

Weingut Zull is a boutique, family-owned and run winery in Austria's 

Weinviertel region, just to the north-west of Vienna. The Zull family farm 

their 18ha of vineyards sustainably, eschewing the use of artificial 

herbicides and fertilisers to help protect soil health. 

Grüner Veltliner is Austria's most planted grape variety and produces 

extremely versatile food wines, particularly notable for its affinity for 

slightly spiced Asian cuisine. 

We love this classic Weinviertel Grüner Veltliner, with delicious ripe pear 

fruit underscored by the variety's characteristic white pepper note, 

married to a crisp, mineral finish. 

 

France 

Burgundy 
 
Grapes:  
Chardonnay 

Bernard Moreau Bourgogne Blanc 2018                        £27.50 
 
We have loved this Domaine since we first visited in Autumn 2016, and 

it is now one of the most talked about not just in Chassagne but also 

south of Beaune. Alex and his brother Benoît make a formidable team 

and the wines just seem to have a perfect mix of fruit intensity, weight, 

minerality and energy. The Bourgogne blanc, is a Chassagne 

masquerading as a humble generic, whilst the real village Chassagne 

ticks every box in the definitive guide to Chassagne. Over the past 

decade the élevage has been extended and the new oak been more subtly 

handled meaning the wines have become more elongated and refined 

with added complexity and length.  

This accessible wine offers a delicious combination of floral and honey 

notes. 2018 was a warmer vintage, and this is packed with ripe citrus and 

stone fruit notes on the nose, whilst the palate is balanced with good 

freshness, melted butter, and fabulous generosity of fruit. 
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South Africa 

Elgin 

Grapes:  
Cabernet Franc 

Nomad Wines "Franc" Cabernet Franc 2019              £19.50 

In February 2014, our very own Pieter Kruger and Kosie van der Merwe 

met in a cellar in Elgin, South Africa. There was an instant connection 

between these two wine fanatics, sharing similar philosophies about 

wine and tastes in the wine they like to drink, needless to say, a close 

friendship followed. After ongoing discussions, deliberations and heated 

debates, these two friends decided, on a wine trip abroad, that 

discussions and deliberating about wine was not enough and they 

produced and bottled a wine together. A wine that should be absolutely 

smashable and perfect for a 'braai' (South Africa name for BBQ). A couple 

of bottles of this 'braai wine' made its way back to London in Pieter's 

suitcase, where he tasted it with some colleagues and after great 

feedback, the friends realised the 'braai wine' should be shared with as 

many people as possible and that is where the Nomad Wine project was 

born. The Nomad Wines project is a soil and site driven project, focussing 

on different sustainably farmed sites around the Overberg, in the 

Western Cape. When asked about how they chose these sites and 

farmers, the friends responded, 'we like to work with people we know, 

people that share the same philosophies of sustainability and most 

importantly they have to be lekker people (Afrikaans term for nice and 

friendly people)'.  

Franc is made from 100% Cabernet Franc, naturally fermented and 40% 

whole bunch. The wine was made in a fresh and agile style, a red wine 

that should be enjoyed a little chilled, as we think a lot of red wines are 

drunk far too warm, and by chilling the wine you bring out the most 

delicate almost chalk-like tannin structure. The Elgin Valley with its 

unique cooler growing conditions allowed for a dark, intense almost 

crunchy fruit profile, while the slate-like ferricrete soils on the Belfield 

farm, assisted with lower vine vigour while producing a wine of great 

concentration and the most amazing intense colour. Maiden vintage – 

only 850 bottles produced! 

 

Portugal 

Alentejo 

Grapes:  
Touriga Nacional 

Fitapreta Vinhos 'A Touriga Vai Nua' 2019                     £15.95 

 

'Touriga goes naked' - without any oak. Queen of all Portuguese grapes, 

Touriga Nacional is known for its floral aromas. This little wine comes 

from schist and granite soils of the Alentejo region, south of Portugal. 

Fitapreta focus on sustainable farming and low yields to increase quality. 

After meticulous sorting, grapes are gently crushed and moved by gravity 

into temperature regulated vats where they are fermented with wild 

yeasts.  

This has not seen any oak barrel and has an intense violet-ruby colour 

and excites with plenty of pure, dark berry fruit such as plums, 

blackberries, black cherries interwoven with a fine floral element that 

almost reminds of Earl Grey Tea! On the palate it has beautiful precision 

and finely rounded tannins.  
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France 

Cahors 
 
Grapes:  
Malbec 

Cahors Le Croizillon Château Les Croisille 2018       £14.95  

Château Les Croisille is an organic winery in the southern French region 

of Cahors. Cahors is, without a doubt, one of the most dynamic 

appellations in Southwest France. Recently, the area has gained 

momentum within the wine industry, due to the dedication and 

innovation of a group of winemakers in their thirties, re-energizing the 

Lot region’s most renowned varietal – Malbec. Château Les Croisille is 

one of the vineyards taking part in this revolution, by utilizing 

sustainable farming practices and modern winemaking techniques to 

create Cahors wines with finesse, freshness and balance. This family-run 

vineyard has been passed on to the next generation and, with this change 

in leadership, some changes occurred in the vineyard including 

conversion to organic viticulture.  

The main grape variety here is Malbec (known locally as Côt), and this  

unoaked style bursts  with bright red fruit flavours, some blueberries and 

also offers the typical fine structure and a long fine finish you'd expect 

from Cahors. 

 

New 

Zealand 

Hawke's Bay 

Grapes:  
Syrah 

Trinity Hill Syrah 2017                                                         £17.95 

 

Since its inception in 1993, partners John Hancock, who has been making 

wine in New Zealand for over 35 years, and Robert and Robyn Wilson, 

owners of The Bleeding Heart and The Don in London, have made Trinity 

Hill a byword for quality and consistency. Winemaker Warren Gibson has 

been with Trinity Hill since 1997. He is also in charge of the 80 hectares 

of vineyard owned by Trinity Hill, 47 of which are located in the Gimblett 

Gravels area of Hawkes Bay. The wines reflect this, as they characterise 

the best of what Hawkes Bay can produce. They have an elegance, 

balance, drinkability and precision of flavour that makes them a joy to 

sell. 

This Syrah has aromas of blackberry, spice and liquorice which combine 

to produce a complex, fruit-dominant wine. A small inclusion of the 

white grape variety Viognier gives the wine beautiful perfume and allows 

for more accessibility while young. The wine is deliberately released at 

a very youthful age to maximise the beautiful perfume and fruit 

freshness.  

We would say this could be your perfect wine to go with that late summer 

BBQ! 
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Italy 

Piemonte 
 
Grapes:  
Dolcetto 

Roagna Dolcetto d'Alba 2017                                       £21.95 
 
Roagna have been making wine since the 19th Century and are one of 

the most celebrated names in Piedmont. We recommend decanting this 

for about an hour, and it should be a brilliant match with Sunday roast! 

If you would like to hold onto it, this can certainly age for at least 3-5 

years. 

'The 2017 Dolcetto d`Alba is absolutely gorgeous for many reasons, 

including its freshness (so rare in 2017) and super-classic sense of 

structure. Pliant, silky and supple, the 2017 exudes personality from the 

very first taste. Lifted aromatics and bright, red-toned fruit are two of 

the signatures in this deeply expressive Dolcetto. Quite simply, Luca 

Roagna takes Dolcetto to a new level with his exquisite, beguiling 2017. 

Readers should expect an especially nervy, classically austere style. Luca 

Roagna gave his Dolcetto 100 days on the skins, which is virtually unheard 

of these days, even for Barbaresco and Barolo! Fruit sources are Pajè and 

Carso.' 91 points, Antonio Galloni. 

 

Italy 

Abruzzo 

Grapes:  
Montelpulciano 

Cirelli Montepulciano d'Abruzzo 2017                        £18.50 
 
Pioneering winemaker, clay amphora innovator and “rising star” of 

Abruzzo, Francesco Cirelli farms 23 hectares of certified organic land in 

the sandy hills of Colline Teramane near the village of Atri, 8kms from 

the Adriatic Sea. In addition to the vines, the estate includes olive trees, 

fig trees, garlic, spelt, wheat, barley, figs, and geese, all farmed using 

organic, sustainable and biodynamic methods. Hand-harvested grapes 

are from vines 6 years in age, in calcium rich, clay soils. Spontaneous 

fermentation with indigenous yeasts in stainless steel tanks, aged for 6 

months in stainless steel. Dark violet-red in colour with aromas of black 

cherry, strawberry, flinty minerality and a trace of peppery spice. 

Blackberry, black cherry, tangy cherry, plum, earth and crushed white 

peppercorn are accented by silky tannins and fresh acidity. Dark fruit 

and an herbaceous hint linger on the dry, fruit driven finish. Clean and 

pure, a spectacular expression of Montepulciano. 
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