
2018-Present Jeep JL Rubicon OEM Steel Bumper Winch Adapter 

Installation Instructions 

Thank you for purchasing our Jeep JL Winch adapter plate! 

Installation Notes: 

 This winch adapter will work with all Warn Zeon and all 

Warn VR series winches.  Other winches may fit but 

have not been tested with this kit 

 A factory service manual is recommended for removal 

of any factory components 

 

Tools Required: 

 13mm Socket 

 17mm Socket 

 18mm Socket 

 T-45 Torx bit 

 ½” Socket 

 6mm Hex Driver 

 ½” wrench 

Step 1: 

Remove the factory skid plate from the bottom of the front 

bumper.  Remove the 9 bolts that hold the skid plate with 13mm 

socket.  Retain the hardware as it will be reused.  

 

Step 2: 

Remove the top trim plate between the bumper and grill.  The 

trim plate is held on with two plastic clips that will need to be 

removed. 

  

Step 3: 

The bumper now needs to be removed.  Unplug the wiring 

harness for the fog lights.  A total of 8 nuts will need to be 

removed from the inside of the bumper with an 18mm socket.  

After all 8 nuts have been removed slide the bumper forward off 

from the frame. 

 

Step 4: 

Remove the plastic cover on the stock bumper that covers the 

hole for the winch fairlead.  The cover is held on with 6 plastic 

clips with tabs that need to be depressed to remove the cover. 

Step 5: 

Remove the top cover from the stock bumper.  Using a T-45 Torx 

bit remove the 5 bolts that secure the top cover to the bumper 

and remove the cover. 

 

Step 6: 

The rear support brackets now need to be attached to the winch 

mounting plate.  Loosely install the brackets, 4 carriage head 

bolts, lock nuts, and washers. 

 

 



 

Step 7: 

Remove the 4 bolts in the lower brackets that the factory skid 

plate attached to.  Move the winch plate assembly from step 6 

into place on the front of the frame, support it with a jack or other 

appropriate device.  Leave the skid brackets in place, and re-install 

the 4 bolts that were removed previously in this step, only hand 

tighten the bolts.   

 

Step 8: 

It is now time to install the fairlead adapter plate.  Place the plate 

on the front of the bumper and install the two provided M10 bolts 

and locknuts.  As the hardware is tightened the plate will conform 

to the contour of the bumper.  Tighten hardware to 20 ft-lbs. 

 

Step 9: 

While ensuring the winch plate is well supported, place the winch 

on the plate.  Move the winch into the proper position and verify 

clearance to all components of the Jeep.  Leave the winch in 

position but do not install the mounting bolts yet. 

 

Step 10: 

Install the spacers on the bumper.  This kit includes two spacers 

that need to be installed on the outside studs on the bumper.  

Slide the spacers over the studs in the orientation shown below. 

 

Step 11: 

The bumper is ready to be placed back on the Jeep.  Place the 

bumper back on the Jeep with the 8 studs lined up with the holes 

in the frame and install and tighten the 8 nuts removed in step 3.  

The winch may need to be shifted on the plate to gain access to 

the inside nuts.   

Step 12: 

Tighten the hardware on the back lower brackets on the winch 

plate.  Using a ½” socket and wrench tighten all 5/16” hardware 

to 25 ft-lbs. 

Step 13: 

Using the hardware supplied with your winch and fairlead install 

the fairlead on the bumper and bolt the winch into place. 

Step 14: 

Re-install the skid plate removed in step 1 with the factory 

hardware.  Plug the harness for the fog lights back in. 

Congratulations you have completed the installation of your Jeep 

JL winch mounting plate! 
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