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THE ART MARKET WEEKLY

The annual antiques and 
collectors’ fair at Alexandra 
Palace is no more, writes  
Joan Porter. 

International Antiques & 
Collectors’ Fairs (IACF) has 
stopped running the event due 
to rising costs, bringing a 
40-year run of fairs at the 
venue to an end. It was last held 
in September after a gap of Continued on page 4

Grotesque 
grinner is 
a winner

IACF says September 
Ally Pally fair was last

 Toys & Dolls: the tremendous Tempest collection and other juvenalia highlights  – page 12-17

An old family collection of Martin Brothers stonewares, assembled with 
purchases from the Southall potters in the late 19th and early 20th century, 
was offered at Hyperion Auctions in Cambridgeshire on November 26. 

The pick of the seven lots was this 8½in (21cm) high green and blue-glazed 
grotesque spoon warmer modelled by Robert Wallace Martin (two views 

shown). 
The characterful form with gurning mouth, squinting eyes, hoofed 

feet and a curling tail is signed twice to both the underbelly and the 
base. It was thought to date to c.1882.

Estimated at £10,000-15,000, it found many admirers at the St Ives 
sale before selling to a UK collector at £24,000 (plus 20% buyer’s premium).  

      Roland Arkell

A rare cigarette card 
featuring one of England’s 
top goal-scorers sold for a 
spectacular £25,900 last 
week.  

At Loddon Auctions in 
Reading, Berkshire, the card 
depicting inside-right Steve 
Bloomer (1874-1938) had 
attracted a surge of interest 

with pre-auction bids taking it 
beyond £11,000, way in excess 
of the £800-1200 estimate.  

By the day of the sale – 
November 30 – it had become 
the most viewed live lot on 
thesaleroom.com and it took 
more than eight minutes of 
bidding before auctioneer Gary 
Arkell brought down the 
hammer.  

The card, consigned as part 
of a lady’s extensive collection 

that is being dispersed over a 
number of sales at Loddon, was 
bought by an American 
collector who is an existing 
client of the auction house. 

The price, £30,821 with 19% 
buyer’s premium, appears to be 
the most ever realised for a 
single British cigarette or trade 
card. 

“There has been a recent 

Cigarette card fuels !ve-!gure bid

nearly two and a half years due 
to coronavirus restrictions.

H o w e v e r ,  I A C F 
simultaneously announced the 
launch of a one-day Monday 
a nt iques  fa i r  at  the 
Hertfordshire Showground in 
Redbourn. It previously held 
fairs at this venue in 2011-12. 

Read more in Fairs & Markets 
on page 50.

by Matt Ball

Victorian framed photograph (dated 1898) purported to be of  Mary Kelly, who is widely believed to have been Jack the Ripper’s last victim. 
Sold for £1400 by Reeman Dansie Fine Art & Antiques. Collected, packed and safely delivered by Mail Boxes Etc. Colchester.

Trust us to deliver 
your precious finds
To arrange delivery for your next auction purchase, go to mbe.co.uk/auction

12 Dover Street, W1S 4LL 
info@koopman.art | www.koopman.art | +44 (0)20 7242 7624
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Send your dealer news to Frances Allitt at  
francesallitt@antiquestradegazette.com

 

If you would like to be featured in 5 Questions, please contact  
francesallitt@antiquestradegazette.com

uestionsQ5 
Oliver Bayliss runs 
Bayliss Rare Books 
offering contemporary 
classics, original movie 
posters and more.

 baylissbooks.co.uk  

1   How did you get your start? 
A long and rather convoluted story! I 
started my working life as a chef in the 
kitchens of West Sussex and after one 
interesting experience with an angry head 
chef, a plate and my head being in the way 
of said plate, I left cooking behind me.

After a few years, which took in 
everything from gardening, a stint in 
4EVMW��ERH�XLI�LIEH�SƾGI�SJ�7SLS�,SYWI��
I followed my true passion and made 
my way to Shapero Rare Books as their 
marketing manager. I stepped out on my 
own during the pandemic and Bayliss 
Rare Books was born. 

2   What is your area of focus? 
Items that I love and personally would 
want in my own collection: literature, 
memorabilia, rare music and movie 
posters and photography. It’s great 
dealing in items I love as 
this forges a much stronger 
connection with my clients.

3   What events do you 
have coming up? 
A pop-up at Soho 
Farmhouse on December 
10-11. If any ATG readers 
EVI�7SLS�,SYWI�QIQFIVW��
come on down. Next year 
there are a few more pop-ups in the 
pipeline and a number of fairs both here 
and abroad. Watch this space.

4   What is one great discovery you 
have made? 
There have been a few this year, but 
something that sticks out to me is less 
of a discovery and more of placing 
something in the important light it 
should be.

I recently partnered with Showpiece 
MR�FVMRKMRK�XS�QEVOIX�E�ƼVWX�IHMXMSR�
of Darwin’s Origin of Species with 
that example being one of the 500 
from Mudie’s Lending Library. Most 
dealers gloss over this fact, ex-library 
and all that, but they are missing an 
incredibly important fact that without 
Mudie’s there is no Origin. Darwin was 
E�WYFWGVMFIV�ERH�XLI�WGMIRXMƼG�[SVOW�
that helped to inform his theories came 
JVSQ�1YHMIƅW��7S�LEZMRK�E�ƼVWX�MR�WYGL�
stunning condition from the library 
massively elevates it and these copies 
should hold a higher place with dealers.

5   Something you secretly hope 
you’ll never sell?
-�GYVVIRXP]�LEZI�ER�SVMKMREP�ƽ]IV��below 
left) for an early Clash gig in 1977 which 
is from the personal collection of Clash 

co-creator Bernard Rhodes. 
Rhodes was a singularly 
important force behind the 
creation of the band so to 
have such an amazing item 
in great condition with such 
mad provenance blows my 
mind. Punk memorabilia is 
having quite the moment 
with collectors and this is up 
there with the best one could 

hope for. I’ll be sad to see it gone but 
such is the life of a dealer – the transient 
nature of our stock!

This head of Buddha Sakyamuni from Thailand 
�left), c.1500, is among the offerings from Marcel 
Nies’ latest show and catalogue on Asian sculpture.

Gods, Spirits, Monks runs until December 9 at 
the Antwerp gallery, focusing on rare portraits of 
QSREWXMG�ERH�VIPMKMSYW�ƼKYVIW�JVSQ�XLI�,MQEPE]ER�
region.

The piece in question, which is offered for 
€42,000��MW�E�FVSR^I����~MR����GQ�LMKL��GEWX�MR�XLI�
lost wax method. It has a provenance to a private 
collection in Switzerland.

An impressive limestone stele from Uzbekistan, 
and several Thai bronzes are also among the 
highlights. 

 marcelnies.com
A Christmas selling show of more than 100 
antiques will be offered at interior design 
ERH�HIGSVEXMRK�ƼVQ�Sibyl Colefax & John 
Fowler’s Pimlico Road showroom.

Running from December 2-22 in west 
London, it features more than 30 items that 
had once furnished Fowler’s residence, The 
,YRXMRK�0SHKI�MR�,EQTWLMVI�

The sale is called the John Fowler & 
Imogen Taylor Collection. Taylor joined the 
GSQTER]�MR�������VIQEMRMRK�[MXL�XLI�ƼVQ�

The latest catalogue from Jonathan Grant Gallery in 
New Zealand includes Pergola �left), a c.1936 gouache 
SR�TETIV�F]�*VERGIW�,SHKOMRW�������������&SVR�ERH�
VEMWIH�MR�2I[�>IEPERH��,SHKOMRW�WXYHMIH�MR�)YVSTI�ERH�
would spend much of her career there. 

,IV�HMWXMRGXMZI�TIVWSREP�WX]PI�ERH�WXSV]�MW�E�TEVXMGYPEV�
interest of the gallery’s Jonathan Gooderham. The 
catalogue is four years in the making and comprises 19 
SJ�,SHKOMRWƅ�[EXIVGSPSYVW�ERH�KSYEGLIW��4VMGIW�VERKI�
from NZ$38,000-280,000, though many have already 
sold, including Pergola, the centrepiece of the show. 

8LI�VIQEMRMRK�TMIGIW�GER�EPP�FI�JSYRH�MR�XLI����TEKI�
catalogue which is available from the gallery for NZ$25. 

 jgg.co.nz

On the trail of a Hunting Lodge 

Plan B sounds like a great option

until her retirement in 1999.
Fowler bequeathed the contents of his 

home to his friends. Taylor said: “I was 
lucky enough to be a recipient. I purchased 
a house in Burgundy on my retirement, 
[LMGL�-�ƼPPIH�[MXL�TMIGIW�SJ�JYVRMXYVI�ERH�
pictures that John left me.”

She is now selling the contents of  
this home.

Laura Chesters
 colefax.com

Left: among the 
antiques from the 
John Fowler & Imogen 
Taylor Collection is 
this c.1800 commode 
with a marble top 
offered for £14,500.

Visit Antwerp to 
view godly goods 

Find Hodgkins highlights in NZ

A gallery offering Old Masters and antiques as well as Contemporary art is opening in 
Brooklyn, New York City. 

“B” Dry Goods launches on December 9 with its inaugural exhibition The Masks We 
Wear this Friday, December 9. The show covers 
works created by artists between 200AD and 
the present. 

The director is Gabriel Boyers, a rare books 
and manuscripts dealer who founded the 
QYWMG�JSGYWIH�ƼVQ�7GLYFIVXMEHI�1YWMG�
�
Arts. He was also president of the Professional 
Autograph Dealers Association from 2013-18. 
From 2017-20 he ran an art gallery in Boston. 

For his new business, he plans a programme 
of exhibitions based around earlier or thematic 
art and cultural movements and will offer art, 
design, rare books, music and ephemera. 

 bdrygoods.com

Right: “B” Dry Goods 
Gallery founder Gabriel Boyers. 

PAGE 030-32 2571.indd   2PAGE 030-32 2571.indd   2 02/12/2022   12:35:0402/12/2022   12:35:04


	PAGE 002 2571 v2
	PAGE 003 2571
	PAGE 004 2571
	PAGE 005 2571
	PAGE 006 2571
	PAGE 007 2571
	PAGE 008 2571
	PAGE 009 2571
	PAGE 010 2571
	PAGE 011 2571 V2
	PAGE 012 2571
	PAGE 013 2571
	PAGE 014 2571
	PAGE 015 2571
	PAGE 016 2571
	PAGE 017 2571
	PAGE 018 2571
	PAGE 019 2571
	PAGE 020 2571
	PAGE 021 2571
	PAGE 022 2571
	PAGE 023 2571 v2
	PAGE 024 2571
	PAGE 025 2571
	PAGE 026 2571
	PAGE 027 2571
	PAGE 028 2571
	PAGE 029 2571 V2
	PAGE 030 2571
	PAGE 031 2571
	PAGE 032 2571
	PAGE 033 2571
	PAGE 034 2571
	PAGE 035 2571
	PAGE 036 2571 V2
	PAGE 037 2571 V2
	PAGE 038 2571
	PAGE 039 2571
	PAGE 040 2571
	PAGE 041 2571
	PAGE 042 2571 V3
	PAGE 043 2571
	PAGE 044 2571
	PAGE 045 2571
	PAGE 046 2571
	PAGE 047 2571
	PAGE 048 2571
	PAGE 049 2571
	PAGE 050 2571
	PAGE 051 2571
	PAGE 052 2571
	PAGE 053 2571
	PAGE 054 2571 V2 jmt
	PAGE 055 2571 V3 jmt
	PAGE 056 2571

