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What’s on Our Cultural Calendar This December 
 

ELLE DECOR editors report from the intersection of art, design, and 
visual culture. 

 
By CHARLES CURKIN, HELENA MADDEN, SEAN SANTIAGO AND CAMILLE OKHIO 

 

 
Sean Davidson 

 
December feels like a great time to hibernate. You may justifiably have a strong impulse to tell Alexa to stream 
Beyoncé’s “Cozy” while wrapped in a blanket. But as the holidays approach and mantel decorating and party plans 
take precedence, the city’s galleries and museums are full of great shows you should really see before you’re too 
stuffed to function. Here, we’ve rounded up a few of the shows and exhibitions captivating ELLE DECOR editors 
now. 
 
“The Masks We Wear,” “B” Dry Goods 
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Courtesy Of B Dry Goods. 

 
“The Masks We Wear” opens December 9 as the inaugural show of “B” Dry Goods, a new bookstore and 
exhibition space in Crown Heights, Brooklyn. The exhibition brings together 65 masks and objects from the 
ancient world to Dan masks from Côte d’Ivoire to works by René and Georgette Magritte. “I thought about what 
it meant to cover our faces so much, what it meant for getting to know people in this way, what it meant to hide 
ourselves from one another, and to come to treat this hiding as an act of solidarity,” says Gabe Boyers, the owner. 
 
The thoughtful exhibition is at home in the new space, which sits somewhere between reading room, music hall, 
and design gallery. Visitors (which Boyers, a classical violinist and former antiquarian book dealer, hopes will 
consist heavily of locals) will be able to pluck a rare volume of poetry or photography from a glass shelf and sit to 
enjoy it anywhere in the gallery. What looks like an Yves Klein blue box in the gallery’s center is actually a 
comfortable, compact acrylic desk by Paul Kelley—the perfect place to peruse. Surprising design elements hide 
throughout the gallery in tree stump side tables from the estate of actor Dennis Hopper, Donald Judd–like 
benches for performances and further perusal, and a mural by artist Jeff Quinn in the bathroom. 
 
If the books and masks are not enough to entice, there are such oddities as Katharine Hepburn’s toothbrush, Anna 
Pavlova’s ballet slipper, and an autographed quotation by Oscar Wilde (from a lecture in Brooklyn!) for sale. On 
view through January 22. —Camille Okhio 


