
 

1 

Educator Resource Guide 

 

FINLEY:  

A MOOSE ON THE CABOOSE 

 

Written by Candace Spizzirri 

Illustrated by Chantelle Thorne  

& Burgen Thorne 
 

Finley longs for an Alaskan adventure, but "rules 

are rules" and wild animals aren't allowed on the 

train. When things go wrong on the train, having a 

moose on board just might be what everyone needs. 

 

Juvenile Fiction 

32 Pages ~ 10 x 10 

Grades Pre-K-3 ~ Ages 4-8  

 

ISBN:  978-1-957655-03-1 (trade); ISBN:  978-1-957655-11-6 (eBook) 

 

Key Concepts: Alaska, adventure, trains, wildlife, humor. 

 

About the author: Candace Spizzirri writes children's books with humor and heart in prose and 

in rhyme. She holds a degree in child psychology with an emphasis in emotional development. 

Passionate about education, Candace co-founded an elementary school and high school in 

southern California. She joyfully spends time writing and honing her craft. You might also find 

her breaking into dance moves that are not in the least bit embarrassing. 

 

About the illustrators: Burgen Thorne and Chantelle Thorne together make up an 

internationally-published illustration team specializing in children's books. In the last three years 

they have illustrated ten trade books - two of which have won international awards. They have a 

long history in creating art for the educational market and their work has been featured in over 

1000 readers and textbooks worldwide. Most recently, their work in Kantiga Finds the Perfect 

Name was selected for the IBBY 2022 honours list for Best Illustration in South Africa. 

 

Using this guide:  

 

This educational resource guide can be used by anyone interested in sharing enthusiasm about 

Finley: A Moose on the Caboose with children of all ages. If you are a teacher, librarian, home 

school instructor, camp counselor, or super cool parent, grandparent or guardian, this guide is for 

https://www.myidentifiers.com/title_registration?isbn=978-1-957655-03-1&icon_type=Assigned
https://www.myidentifiers.com/title_registration?isbn=978-1-957655-11-6&icon_type=Pending
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you! Feel free to adapt the suggested learning projects and activities according to your needs, 

interests, time, audience, and goals.  

 

We have done our best to provide information, discussion points, and resources that may be 

useful for you and your learning participants. However, website content and accessibility is 

subject to change. Please review all suggested resources and websites prior to sharing them in 

your learning environment to ensure they meet with your individual standards and contain 

age-appropriate content for your participants.  

 

This guide is broken down into two general categories: 1) learning opportunities (with associated 

activities) related to Alaska, moose, travel, and trains and 2) learning opportunities (with 

associated activities) related to positivity and determination. These are broad categories with 

overlaps between subjects, and each activity will vary in complexity depending on the age of the 

participants. Please modify as you see fit.  

 

Suggested learning activities can be found for each category and are intended to align with 

appropriate Common Core, NGSS and/or National Core Arts Standards. To inquire about 

additional materials or if you have questions about this guide, please view our website at: 

www.gnomeroadpublishing.com 

 

 

PART 1: ALASKA, TRAVEL, TRAINS AND ANIMALS  

 

Learning Opportunity #1: Let’s talk about Alaska and Moose 

 

• The author of Finley: A Moose on the Caboose was inspired to write this story after 

vacationing in Alaska. She was impressed with the beautiful scenery, majestic moose and 

wildlife, and the charming town of Talkeetna, which she reached by . . . you guessed it, a 

train! Have you ever seen or done any of these things yourself? A train ride – a moose – 

traveled to Alaska (it doesn’t count if you LIVE there – but maybe you’ve been 

somewhere else you can share) – been inspired by mountains or a fabulous new place? 

What did you like best about it?  

• Let’s get out a map (or pull one up on the screen) and find the town of Talkeetna, Alaska. 

Go on a learning adventure and research some facts about Talkeetna? What part of 

Alaska is it in? Can you find out more about Alaska, such as:  

o What is the state capital?  

o What kinds of animals are native to Alaska? 

o What is the climate like?  

o What do people like to do there?  

o What are the names of some of Alaska’s mountains?  

• Just like you, the illustration team for the book had to do some research. (They are from 

South Africa – can you find that on the map, too? How far is it from Alaska?). They 

created loveable moose, Finley, and all the characters in the book. Do you see another 

animal featured in the book? (Hint: She has a name too, but it isn’t mentioned in the 

book. It’s “Snowbell”.) This is one of several blue birds that live in Alaska (check out 
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more information about that here: https://birdwatchinghq.com/birds-that-are-blue-in-

alaska/). What kinds of wildlife do you have where you live?  

• The author also included a special place in the book that she found strolling the streets of 

Talkeetna. Can you guess where that is? (Hint: Finley goes there several times!) Before 

we made the book, we asked the owner of “Once In a Blue Moose” if we could use the 

name of the shop. Of course, she said yes! The illustrators made it look different and it 

isn’t really a costume shop, but we were happy to be able to share it with you. If you look 

around your town, what kinds of places would you put in a book? 

 

Suggested Activities  ~ 

 

Make Your Own Moose! 

- You can print one of the coloring pages provided by the publisher with this guide, but 

why just color a moose when you can make your own?! Get out your crafting supplies 

and put on your artist’s cap. It’s time to make your own majestic moose. Make sure to 

give it a name (and a story)!   

 

Mountains, Mountains, Everywhere!  

- Alaska has beautiful mountains, but it’s not the only place you can visit to see such 

amazing scenery (or moose!). We’ve included some websites with printouts of the world 

so you can show us what you know. Check out these links: World Map 1 and World Map 

2.  Place a big star over Alaska. Then, using your research skills, find other places in the 

world that have mountains. Do they have any moose? What other kinds of creatures live 

there? Be sure to label those places!  

 

Learning Opportunity #2:  Let’s talk about trains and traveling!  

  

- Trains are just one way to get to Alaska, and particularly places in Alaska that are hard to 

travel to by car or plane. Finley prefers to ride in the caboose, of course, but there are 

other places to ride on a train. What are the parts of a train? Who are the people who 

work on trains?   

- In the book, Finley wants nothing more than to ride the rails across Alaska. He is an 

adventurer. What does that mean? Are you an adventurer? Where would you like to go?  

- When we go on adventures, it’s usually a good idea to plan ahead and pack a bag. You 

want to be prepared! A parent or loved one might do this for you now, but you can help 

out with a list of your own. What kinds of things would you need to pack for the type of 

adventure you want to go on?  

 

Suggested Activities ~  

 

All kinds of trains!  

- Trains have been around for many years. That means they’ve changed a lot over time, 

and they are found all over the world. Get together with a research partner and see what 

you can find out about train history. Be sure to share what you know with others! Answer 

questions like:  

o Where is the world’s longest train?  

https://birdwatchinghq.com/birds-that-are-blue-in-alaska/
https://birdwatchinghq.com/birds-that-are-blue-in-alaska/
https://worldmapwithcountries.net/#free-printable-world-map-with-countries-labelled
https://worldmapblank.com/labeled-map-of-world/
https://worldmapblank.com/labeled-map-of-world/
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o Where is the world’s oldest running train? 

o How are trains powered?  

o What have trains been used for?  

o What is the world’s fastest train? Where is it?  

 

Pack Your Bags!  

- Your adventure awaits. Make a list (write or draw) of what you need to pack for your 

next vacation. Then draw yourself and your friends or family enjoying your adventure!  

 

 

PART II: POSITIVITY AND DETERMINATION  

 

Learning Opportunity #1: Let’s Talk About Determination!   

 

• In the book, Conductor Jones keeps telling Finley that “rules are rules” and won’t let him 

on the train. We know rules can be a good thing, but Finley had a vision and was 

determined to change the rules. He was determined! What does that mean? Have you 

ever felt determined? What were you determined to do? What happened?  

• Sometimes rules can be changed, and sometimes they can’t. When we can’t change a 

rule, we might feel disappointment. It’s natural to feel that way. Did you see moments in 

the story where Finley felt disappointed? Have you ever felt the same?  

• It might make you happy that Finley succeeded in changing the rules at the end of the 

book, but it would have been okay if he hadn’t achieved that goal. The reason Finley is so 

great is because he tried hard and showed determination. That makes him a mighty 

moose! If you could write an ending where Finley finds happiness without riding the 

train, what would it be?  

 

Suggested Activities ~  

 

Rules are Rules! 

- There are rules everywhere and for just about everything we do. What are some of the 

rules at the places you go or for the things you like to do most (at school, in a sport, at 

home or at a grandparent’s house)? Can you think of a rule you would like to change? 

What is it? Write (or draw) three reasons the rule is a good idea (and shouldn’t be 

changed) and three reasons you think it should be changed. Go one step further and try 

out your persuasive writing skills! Fortunately, you don’t have to dress up in costumes to 

present your ideas. Check out these links: Persuasive Argument Templates and  

Persuasive Writing Lesson & Activity.    

 

Goals are Great!  

- Finley was determined because he had a goal. He made plans and acted on achieving his 

goal. What is a goal you have in your life? Use the printout at the end of this resource 

guide to share your goal and the steps you can take to work towards it. 

 

 

 

https://www.storyboardthat.com/create/persuasive-writing-templates
https://www.classroomfreebies.com/2020/04/opinion-persuasive-digital-writing-in-google-slides-for-google-classroom.html
https://www.classroomfreebies.com/2020/04/opinion-persuasive-digital-writing-in-google-slides-for-google-classroom.html
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Learning Opportunity #2:  Let’s Talk about a Positive Mindset!  

 

• Even though Finley experienced disappointment, he stayed as positive as he could. 

Sometimes that was hard for him to do.  Fortunately, there were a couple of things Finley 

had that helped him through tough times. Do you know what those were?  

• Finley believed in himself (he knew he was a friendly moose), had a good friend, and lots 

of creativity. Those are all things that can help anyone keep a positive mindset. What are 

things you believe about yourself that help you stay positive? Who are the people around 

you that believe in you, too?  

• Finley’s creativity leads him to dress up in all kinds of silly outfits. What were your 

favorites in the book? Which one was the funniest? If you were the illustrator, what 

outfits would you have put Finley in?  

 

Suggested Activities ~ 

 

Stay Creative! 

- Get out your craft supplies, crayons, markers or colored pencils. It’s time to help Finley 

and dress him in a new disguise. Use the printout provided with this guide and make an 

outfit you’re sure would have fooled Conductor Jones. If you’re with a group, have a 

contest and vote for your favorite. Don’t forget to display them for everyone to see and 

admire your creativity!  

 
Friends Forever!  

- Just like Finley, there are people in your life that are there to help you through tough 

times. Using the printout provided with this resource guide, list or draw the people you 

rely on the most. If you have time, write them a thank you letter and tell them something 

you love about them!   

 

 

Websites with more information about Alaska for kids:  

- National Geographic for Kids 

- Alaska Fun Facts 

 

Websites with more information about travel and trains:  

- Train Facts for Kids 

- Train Travel  

 

Websites with more information about positive mindsets and setting goals:  

- Goal Setting for Kids 

- Bits of Positivity for Kids  

 

 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/states/article/alaska
https://www.coolkidfacts.com/alaska-facts/
https://www.factsjustforkids.com/technology-facts/train-facts-for-kids/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-trains/
https://scholarwithin.com/successful-goal-setting-for-kids
https://bitsofpositivity.com/the-ultimate-list-of-free-growth-mindset-printables-for-kids-and-adults/
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