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THE DHARMA OF THE GITA

The war of Kurukshetra is not simply a frame for the Gita picture;it is the prime
motive and the best occasion for carrying out the law given in the Gita. To accept a
symboic meaning for the great war of Kurukshetra is to reduce the law of the Gita to
thelaw of ascetic quietism inapplicable to the life in this world, notin law of the heroic
man, alawto be followedin life.

-Sri Aurobindo

The question may arise in the minds of those who have carefully studied
the Gita, that though Sri Krishna has repeatedly used the word “Yoga”
and described the state of being in Yoga, union, yet this usage is quite
unlike what ordinary people understand as “Yoga”. Sri Krishna has at
places praised asceticism and indicated too that the highest liberation
can come through adoration of the Impersonal Divine. But dismissing
the subject in a few words, He has also explained to Arjuna in the finest
portions of the Gita the majesty of inner renunciation and the various
ways of attaining the supreme state through faith and self-surrender to
Vasudeva. There is a brief description of Raja Yoga in the sixth chapter,
but the Gita cannot properly be called a treatise on Raja Yoga. Equality,
detachment, renunciation of the fruits of work, complete self-surrender
toKrishna, desireless work, freedom from thebondage of the three modes
of Nature and pursuit of one’s own law of works: these are the
fundamental truths of the Gita. The Lord has glorified these precepts as
the highest knowledge and the most secret mystery.

Itis our belief that the Gita will become the universally acknowledged
scripture of the future religion. But the real meaning of the Gita has not
been understood by all. Even great scholars and the most intelligent
writers with the keenest minds are unable to seize its profound



significance. On the one hand, the commentators with aleaning towards
liberation have shown the grandeur of the Monism and asceticism in
the Gita; on the other hand, Bankimchandra, well-versed in Western
philosophy, has found in the Gita the counsel to heroically carry out
one’s duty and tried to inculcate this meaning into the minds of youth.
Asceticism isno doubt the best dharma, but very few people can practise
it. A religion to be universally acknowledged must have an ideal and
precepts which each one can realise in his own particular life and field of
work; yet if practised fully it must lead him to the highest goal otherwise
available only to a few. To carry out one’s duty heroically is of course the
highest dharma, but what is duty? There is so much controversy
between religion and ethics regarding this complex problem. The Lord
has said, gahana karmano gatih, “Thick and tangled is the way of Works.”
“Even the wise are perplexed what is duty and what is not duty, whatis
work and what is not work and what is wrong work, but I shall give
you a knowledge such that you will have no difficulty in finding the
path to follow,” in a word, a knowledge which will amply explain the
aim of life and the law which has to be always observed. What is this
knowledge? Where can we find this word of words? We believe that if
we look for this rare and invaluable treasure, we shall find it in the last
chapter of the Gita where the Lord promises to reveal to Arjuna His most
secret and supreme Word.

What is that most secret and supreme Word?
Manmana bhava madbhakto madyaji mam namaskuru
Mamevaisyasi satyam te pratijane priyo’si me
Sarvadharman parityajya mamekam saranam vraja
Aham twa sarvapapebhyo moksayisyami ma sucah.

“Become My-minded, My lover and adorer, a sacrificer to Me, bow
thyself to Me, to Me thou shalt come, this is My pledge and promise to
thee, for dear art thou to Me. Abandon all dharmas and take refuge in
Me alone. I will deliver thee from all sin and evil, do not grieve.”

In brief, the meaning of these two slokas is self-surrender. To the extent
that one can make his surrender to Krishna, the Divine Force comes
downinto his body by the grace of the All-Merciful, delivering him from
sin and conferring on him a divine nature. This self-surrender has been
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described in the first half of the sloka. One has to be tanmana, tadbhakta,
and tadyaji. Tanmana means to see Him in every being, to remember Him
at all times, to remain in perfect felicity, being aware of the play of His
power, knowledge and love in all works and events. Tadbhakta signifies
union with Him founded on an entire faith and love. Tadyaji means
offering all works large and small as a sacrifice to Krishna and engaging
in rightly regulated action to that end, by giving up egoistic interests
and the fruits of work.

Itis difficult for a human being to make a complete self-surrender, but
if he makes even a little effort then God Himself gives him assurance,
becomes his guru, protector and friend and leads him forward on the
path of Yoga. Svalpamapyasya dharmasya trayate mahato bhayat. “Even a
little of this dharma delivers one from the great fear.” He has said that it
is easy and delightful to practise this dharma. And in fact it is so, yet the
result of the total consecration is an inexpressible joy, purity and
acquisition of power. Mamevaisyasi, “to Me thou shalt come”, means the
human being will find Me, will live with Me, will acquire My nature. In
these words the realisations of sadrusya, God-nature, salokya, living with
God, and sayujya, identification with God, are mentioned.

One who is free from the bondage of the three modes of Nature has
indeed acquired sadrusya, the nature of God. He has no attachment, yet
he works; delivered from all sin, he becomes an instrument of the
Mahashakti and delights in every action of that Power. Salokya,
habitation with God, can be realised in the Brahmaloka, abode of the
Brahman, not only after the fall of the body but in this very body. When
the embodied being plays with the Lord in his heart, when his mind is
thrilled by the knowledge coming from Him, when the intellect
constantly hears His words and is conscious of His impulsion in each of
his thoughts, this indeed is living in a human body with the Lord.
Sayujya, identification with the Lord, can also be achieved in this body.
The Gitamentions “living in the Lord”. When the realisation of the Divine
in all beings becomes permanent, when the senses see, hear, smell, taste
and touch Him alone, when the being becomes accustomed to living as
a portion of Him, then there can be the identification even in this body.

But this consummation is entirely the result of discipline.
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However, even a little practice of this dharma gives great power,
unalloyed joy, complete happiness and purity. This dharma has notbeen
created only for people with special qualities. The Lord has said that the
Brahmin, the Kshatriya, the Vaishya and the Sudra, man and woman
and all beings of inferior birth can come to Him by adhering to this
dharma. Even the greatest sinner, if he takes refuge in Him, is quickly
purified. Therefore, everyone ought to follow this dharma. In the temple
of Jagannath no distinction is made on account of caste. Yet the crowning
glory attained through this dharma is in no way less than the supreme
state indicated in other religions.

This article was written for Bengali magazine Dharma during 19-09-1910. Now

translated into English and published by Sri Aurobindo Ashram Trust-2015. The
translator of the article is not known.

Incommemoration of Silver Jubliee celebrations, SAKSHI Trusthas plans
totake up new projects. The prominentamong them is setting up of the
Dr.R. L. Kashyap Memorial
Centre for Vedic Studies
An Appeal

This project has beentaken up inaccordance with the desire of Padma Shri
Awardee Drr. RLKashyap. Itis agreatopportunity for all of us to carry forward
his life mission.

We are confident that this centre will be a global centre for the progress of
humanity in the light of Vedic Knowledge.

Estimated cost for establishing the first stage of Premisesis Rs. 5 Crores.

Please come, join hands to take this mission forward. We are appealing
toyou allto donate generously.

all donations are eligible for tax exemption as per Section 80G of Income
TaxAct. You may issue cheque favouring SAKSHI Trust

Bank Trasfer: SBA/c No.: 402243540,
Bank: Indian Bank,

Branch: Jayanagar, Bengaluru,
IFSC:IDIB000JO17
http://rzp.io/l/vedanidhi




Testimonial for Rig Veda (10 Mandalas)
by ShriR.L.Kashyap-A GREATAWAKENER

Afteranimal, man.
Afterman, who?
Isitthe Supramental man?

If man has to evolve as Supramental being, as the next species in the process of
manifestation on Earth, the real question to be asked is HOW?

The important thing in the next evolution of man lies in the body. Body is the bridge.
The salvation is physical. The secret is in the cells of the body. The Divine Flame,
Supramental Agni deeply buried in the cells has to be awakened. Like matchstick
catching fire, cells have to catch and glow in the Divine Agni. The body has to become
Divine’s Electrode.

Realisation of the Divine in the body is anext evolutionary goal of the Creation. This
very human body has to effect its own transformation and mutation to house the next
level of consciousness, ie Supramental consciousness., attain Supreme Life without
death.

Rigvedic mantras are invocations to Divine Powers for manifestation in the physical
being and in the very substance of the body. The profound secrets of Supramental
evolution of man in the body which is deeply hidden in the several layered meaning of
Rig vedic mantras, is wonderfully laid bare and revealed by Shri RL Kashyap.

His English translation of 10 Mandalas act as a great AWAKENER to the sincere
SEEKER and greatly awakens the flame of aspiration in the cells for Supramental
transformation ofthe body to lead Divine Life.

The journey in the Consciousness is followed by journey in the Substance. The 10
mandalas aid the seeker to evolve in his consciousness and in the very physical
substance too, by revealing the PATHWAY'S to Supramental and the PROCESS of
becoming Supramental being.

My profound gratitude to Shri RL Kashyap for bestowing the treasure of knowledge
of DIVINE POWERS hidden in the body through his books of Rig Veda which acted as
greatinspiration for me to write and publish 2 books containing 12221 prayers carrying

theTitle ‘PRAYERSOFTHEBODY FORDIVINELIFE’.

N.M. Nageswari

General Manager (Finance & Accounts)

Steel Authority of India Limited

Author of the books “Prayers of the body for Divine Life”
( Volume 1 and 2 -12221 Prayers)
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