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Intern Program
Gavin Bennett recently 
completed his internship 
with Great Rivers 
Habitat Alliance. 
Bennett graduated from 
Missouri State with 
a bachelor of science 
degree in geology in 
May 2016. He joined 
GRHA in June and 
used his scientific training to help translate 
complicated scientific models and papers into 
realistic policy suggestions. His work has been 
helpful as GRHA continually opposes the 
never-ceasing plans to “develop” our floodplain 
resources. By supporting the work of GRHA, 
you are supporting opportunities for young 
people like Gavin to pursue a real-world 
education in conservation. 

Missouri Voters Have a 
Choice on Parks, Soil, and 
Water Sales Tax 

On Nov. 8, Missouri voters will have an 
opportunity to renew the state’s 1/10 of a 
cent sales tax that helps fund soil and water 
conservation efforts as well as the state park 
system. We know that nobody likes paying 
taxes, and as a 501c3 public charity, GRHA 
cannot take a side on this issue. We simply 
wish to encourage people to continue down 
the long November ballot to the propositions 
at the end and cast their vote on whether or 
not to renew this sales tax at its current level. 
This is not a tax increase. It renews an existing 
tax that funds vital needs like our state parks 
and water conservation efforts. At GRHA, 
we know first-hand the improvements for our 
state that this tax has provided, and we hope 
you cast an informed vote on Nov. 8.
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Mr. Stokes Goes To Washington 
In July, several national conservation organizations invited GRHA’s executive director, David 
Stokes, to join them in Washington, D.C., for two days of informational meetings with 
environmental regulators about the New Madrid Levee project. Stokes met with representatives 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, and the chief of the President’s Council on Environmental Quality. The topic at every 
meeting was why this harmful proposal needs to be stopped once and for all. 

Like many other terrible public policy suggestions, no matter how often the New Madrid Levee 
gets rejected, it keeps resurfacing. The levee project will benefit a small number of influential 
families, but will be a detriment to wildlife, taxpayers, the environment, and more. That is why 
numerous government agencies and private organizations like GRHA oppose it so strongly. Your 
support allows us to participate in opportunities like this by sending Stokes to bring our message 
of floodplain conservation straight to high-ranking D.C. officials.

GRHA Testifies Before the Mississippi River Commission
In August, GRHA’s executive director, David Stokes, spoke before the members of the 
Mississippi River Commission (MRC) in Alton, Ill. The MRC oversees the policies of the 
Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) impacting the Mississippi River and its tributaries. Stokes 
testified before the commission as part of its annual high-water river trip along the river. He 
expressed his concerns about the documented improper actions of the Sny Island Levee District 
in Illinois raising levees above the allowed height. Furthermore, Stokes shared his opposition to 
the New Madrid Levee project. While almost every other federal and state government agency 
opposes the New Madrid Levee boondoggle, the Army Corps of Engineers still supports it. This 
is another reason why reforming the Army Corps continues to be a goal of many conservation 
organizations, including GRHA. 

Great Rivers Habitat Alliance works to preserve the rich heritage and natural beauty of the 100-year Confluence Floodplain. We have 
been advancing this cause through educating local decision makers, citizens, and youth. Together, we can save this irreplaceable land for 
the enjoyment of present and future generations. Great Rivers believes the long-term benefits of a natural Confluence far outweigh any 
small, short-term monetary gains made by destroying it.
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GRHA Fall Policy Updates 
Great Rivers Habitat Alliance is constantly 
involved in a number of policy issues. Here is a 
concise status report on several of them:

Maryland Heights: The city has pulled back 
on the development proposals for the valuable, 
undeveloped land along the Howard Bend levee. 
Maryland Heights is attempting to improve the 
stormwater control systems in the area. That is 
the good news. The bad news is that once they 
have made those internal improvements, they 
are expected to again move full-steam ahead 
on destroying hundreds of acres of farmland 
in order to use tax subsidies to pay for Stan 
Kroenke’s next mega-development. Using tax 
dollars to subsidize this irreplaceable floodplain 
is shameful. GRHA was one of the leading 
groups opposing these proposals before they 
were temporarily shelved, and we will continue 
to oppose these plans vociferously. 

Sny Island Levee District: It is well-
documented that the Sny Island District has 
been improperly raising its levees above the 
authorized heights along the western Illinois 
bank of the Mississippi River north of St. 
Charles. That means the district is callously 
sending more floodwaters onto Missouri lands 
in Lincoln, Pike, and St. Charles counties. 
Sny Island has been cited by both the Army 
Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
for its actions. GRHA has been working with 
partners to keep the pressure on ACOE and 
IDNR to compel Sny Island to lower its levees. 

Valley Park: GRHA has worked with other 
activists to document how the ACOE 
constructed the Valley Park levee higher than 
the 100-year floodplain level set by FEMA. 
While that may be great for Valley Park, it 
proved very harmful to the communities around 
Valley Park in last December’s devastating 
flooding. Remember, you do not stop the flood, 
you simply move it; and when you build higher 
than authorized, you send the water damage to 
people who are, understandably, not expecting 
it. GRHA continues to work to find solutions 
to address this issue; however, the ACOE 
continues to deny any wrongdoing, despite the 
evidence GRHA and others have presented.

New Federal Floodplain Standards: The 
Obama Administration recently announced 
that it will be considering implementing tighter 
restrictions and requirements on federally 
funded projects within the 100-year floodplain. 

Great Rivers Habitat Alliance 
launches YouTube Channel
 

Supporters of GRHA can watch the videos 
we have created so far in 2016 on our new 
YouTube channel. Simply go to YouTube and 
search for Great Rivers Habitat Alliance. Our 
page will come up and you can bookmark it to 
stay informed on our latest work. In 2016, we 
have produced two videos. The first was on the 
proposal to develop the floodplain in Maryland 
Heights by Stan Kroenke, and the second is the 
video we played at the partnership dinner with 
DU in September. We hope you enjoy them both.

GRHA submitted comments during the 
October public comment period in favor of 
these changes. 

New Madrid Levee: Please see the related 
articles in this newsletter on this wasteful 
project. In short, we will continue to strongly 
oppose the construction of this unnecessary 
boondoggle in Southeast Missouri. This levee 
combines the worst aspects of cronyism with 
terrible river management policy, and we are 
hopeful the EPA will enact the rarely used 
“agency veto” to defeat it permanently.

Port of Lincoln: GRHA continues to actively 
monitor this enormous port and freight proposal 
for Lincoln County, Mo. As more details become 
public, the huge scope of this project and the 
great harm it will bring to habitat and wildlife 
are becoming apparent. We will have far more 
information on this issue in the near future. 

2016 Water Resource and Development 
Act (WRDA): GRHA is working with allies 
and partners to monitor developments to this 
important federal legislation. While the act 
has many good things in it, the Senate version 
includes language that may benefit levee districts 
such as Sny Island, which constantly seek to 
avoid needed levee regulations. The House 
version does not have that language, and GRHA 
is doing our best to see that the House version is 
the one that is finally adopted. 

Great Rivers Habitat Alliance 
in the Media
Getting our message 
of smarter floodplain 
policies and habitat 
conservation out 
to the public is 
imperative. GRHA is 
always seeking opportunities to educate people 
and spread our message via the media. In 
September, our executive director was quoted 
in the Wall Street Journal about the Valley Park 
levee issue (9/15/16). He also appeared in a 
KSDK Channel 5 news story on the same 
issue. So far in 2016, Stokes and GRHA 
have appeared several times on KMOX and 
KTRS radio, Fox 2 News, in multiple St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch stories, and several other media 
outlets, including the Hannibal Courier-Post, 
West Newsmagazine, and the St. Louis  
Business-Journal. 

Partnership Gala with 
Ducks Unlimited - Another 
Big Success 

The third annual GRHA – DU Partnership 
Dinner was held Sept. 22 at the beautiful 
Coronado Ballroom in midtown Saint Louis. 
We want to thank everyone who attended and/or 
donated to support both organizations. We had 
a great crowd for an evening of cocktails, dinner, 
powerful videos, lively auctions, and more. This 
event is crucial to the operations of GRHA and 
the local DU chapter. We could not fight for our 
mission of floodplain and wetlands preservation 
without the commitment of the people at the 
event and all of our donors. 

The event was dedicated to the memory of 
Trudy Buholzer Busch, mother of GRHA 
co-founder and board member Adolphus A. 
Busch, IV, who passed away last spring. We are 
honored and humbled to announce that Mrs. 
Busch made an extremely generous bequest to 
Great Rivers Habitat Alliance in her will, which 
will be invaluable to us in our fight for floodplain 
conservation.  

If you were not able to join us last month but 
would still like to support our conservation 
efforts, you can visit our website to make a secure 
donation at http://grha.org/ or mail a donation 
to: P.O. Box 50014, St. Louis, MO 63105. 
Thank you for your consideration. (Donations to 
GRHA are tax-deductible as allowed by law.)

President’s Column
In early October, the board and staff of 
Great Rivers Habitat Alliance engaged in a 
day of long-term strategic planning for our 
organization. Under professional guidance, 
our leadership intently focused on the long-
term goals and mission of GRHA. I will 
spare you the minutia of the session, but my 
point in sharing this is to let all of you — our 
supporters — know that GRHA is driven to 
be the best-managed and most efficient non-
profit that we can be. Our donors deserve to 
know that their dollars are being wisely spent, 
and I promise you that the leadership and staff 
take that responsibility seriously. 

If you are a donor of GRHA, I hope you will 
read this newsletter carefully for an update about 
our latest projects. (And if you are not a donor, 
please consider becoming one.) Our central 
focus will continue to be on protecting the 
Confluence, but we are also active in other forces 
that affect the Confluence. That is why you see 
us working on issues such as the New Madrid 
Levee proposal, the Sny Island (Ill.) Levee 
District, and the new federal floodplain building 
standards for projects with federal money. Rivers 
are not vacuums. Policies in pollution control, 
levee and dam building, and much more all 
around the country — and especially throughout 
the enormous Mississippi River watershed — 
shape the health of the Confluence. 

Our rivers and their floodplain and wetlands 
habitat are Missouri’s and Illinois’ greatest natural 
resources. Our mission is to preserve them 
forever, because (to quote GRHA’s Rick Holton, 
Sr.) once they are gone…
…they are gone forever. 

Sincerely,
 
Andy Spann
President
Great Rivers Habitat Alliance 

Conservation Easements 
Benefit the Confluence
One of the best ways to preserve the heritage 
of the Confluence as well as floodplains 
throughout Missouri is the conservation 
easement program. Statutory changes that 
GRHA and many other conservation groups 
supported in 2011 improved the process 
for conservation easements in Missouri. 
Conservation easements allow private property 
owners to gain tax benefits for committing to 
retain their land for agricultural, recreational, 
forestry, hunting, and other uses in perpetuity. 
In a conservation easement, the land remains 
completely private and the easement gives no 
right for anyone to trespass.

Through a partnership with Ducks Unlimited 
and other conservation groups, GRHA can 
help facilitate an easement for your rural or 
scenic property. We would be pleased to talk 
to you if you are interested in learning more 
about conservation easements in Missouri. 

Great Rivers Habitat Alliance is a 501(c)3 public charity and donations to GRHA are tax deductible as allowed by law.
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Great Rivers Habitat Alliance works to preserve the rich heritage and natural beauty of the 100-year Confluence Floodplain. We have 
been advancing this cause through educating local decision makers, citizens, and youth. Together, we can save this irreplaceable land for 
the enjoyment of present and future generations. Great Rivers believes the long-term benefits of a natural Confluence far outweigh any 
small, short-term monetary gains made by destroying it.

2016 Louisiana Floods

PRESERVING THE 100-YEAR CONFLUENCE FLOODPLAIN SINCE 2000

P R E S E R V I N G  T H E  1 0 0 - Y E A R  C O N F L U E N C E  F L O O D P L A I N  S I N C E  2 0 0 0    |   VOLUME 10, ISSUE 2

Great Rivers Habitat Alliance
F A L L  2 0 1 6

Intern Program
Gavin Bennett recently 
completed his internship 
with Great Rivers 
Habitat Alliance. 
Bennett graduated from 
Missouri State with 
a bachelor of science 
degree in geology in 
May 2016. He joined 
GRHA in June and 
used his scientific training to help translate 
complicated scientific models and papers into 
realistic policy suggestions. His work has been 
helpful as GRHA continually opposes the 
never-ceasing plans to “develop” our floodplain 
resources. By supporting the work of GRHA, 
you are supporting opportunities for young 
people like Gavin to pursue a real-world 
education in conservation. 

Missouri Voters Have a 
Choice on Parks, Soil, and 
Water Sales Tax 

On Nov. 8, Missouri voters will have an 
opportunity to renew the state’s 1/10 of a 
cent sales tax that helps fund soil and water 
conservation efforts as well as the state park 
system. We know that nobody likes paying 
taxes, and as a 501c3 public charity, GRHA 
cannot take a side on this issue. We simply 
wish to encourage people to continue down 
the long November ballot to the propositions 
at the end and cast their vote on whether or 
not to renew this sales tax at its current level. 
This is not a tax increase. It renews an existing 
tax that funds vital needs like our state parks 
and water conservation efforts. At GRHA, 
we know first-hand the improvements for our 
state that this tax has provided, and we hope 
you cast an informed vote on Nov. 8.
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Mr. Stokes Goes To Washington 
In July, several national conservation organizations invited GRHA’s executive director, David 
Stokes, to join them in Washington, D.C., for two days of informational meetings with 
environmental regulators about the New Madrid Levee project. Stokes met with representatives 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, and the chief of the President’s Council on Environmental Quality. The topic at every 
meeting was why this harmful proposal needs to be stopped once and for all. 

Like many other terrible public policy suggestions, no matter how often the New Madrid Levee 
gets rejected, it keeps resurfacing. The levee project will benefit a small number of influential 
families, but will be a detriment to wildlife, taxpayers, the environment, and more. That is why 
numerous government agencies and private organizations like GRHA oppose it so strongly. Your 
support allows us to participate in opportunities like this by sending Stokes to bring our message 
of floodplain conservation straight to high-ranking D.C. officials.

GRHA Testifies Before the Mississippi River Commission
In August, GRHA’s executive director, David Stokes, spoke before the members of the 
Mississippi River Commission (MRC) in Alton, Ill. The MRC oversees the policies of the 
Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) impacting the Mississippi River and its tributaries. Stokes 
testified before the commission as part of its annual high-water river trip along the river. He 
expressed his concerns about the documented improper actions of the Sny Island Levee District 
in Illinois raising levees above the allowed height. Furthermore, Stokes shared his opposition to 
the New Madrid Levee project. While almost every other federal and state government agency 
opposes the New Madrid Levee boondoggle, the Army Corps of Engineers still supports it. This 
is another reason why reforming the Army Corps continues to be a goal of many conservation 
organizations, including GRHA. 

Great Rivers Habitat Alliance works to preserve the rich heritage and natural beauty of the 100-year Confluence Floodplain. We have 
been advancing this cause through educating local decision makers, citizens, and youth. Together, we can save this irreplaceable land for 
the enjoyment of present and future generations. Great Rivers believes the long-term benefits of a natural Confluence far outweigh any 
small, short-term monetary gains made by destroying it.
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