THE IRREVERENT JEWELLERY
AND POETRY OF

LORENZ BAUMER

BY ISABELLE CERBONESCHI

This engineer by training, whe became a
jeweler by passon, claims the distinction of
being the only independent jeweller Inthe
Place Vendame. His creations take the form

of a precious autobiography recounting his
travels, his emotions end his dreams. His latest
creation is a highly irreverent dinner service
evocative of his universe of beetles and
spiders, and his sense of humaour Infendew.
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Lorenz Baumer: Wy mather paims an parcetsn, and when
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Did this idea come from the mamory
of a particularly unpleasast dinner?

Actualy, | want to translate what | do with
pewellery into tableware They am both
classic and imeverent, and they tell a ssory
by tmaslating our skills and knowledge.
At a dnner party, somatimes guess who
30Nt know each other can be a bt de-
engaged. This service is o way 1o break
Thar e with humour, All my guesis can
apprecate thal, & napkin with a question
mrk hichas the plate and whan you toke &
off, you revagl gn insdt. Bat 5 wiiten ina
ety unthreatening way, with it Nowers,
it's vary cute, & bit bourgecs | used e font
that was croafod by tha Sivmea porce-
lain factory, aoparertly for Cathenne the
Grast, ar possibly Madama do Bary

It's probably better not to have a seat-
ing plan...

Yo right! It 4
1o see the faces of my guess, They have
10 ook twice fo make sure they've read
the text cormectly. And then they loak at
their reighbaur's face and fink: Phew,
I ot alone!” And the next questen is: "Wy did you choose
that ward for ma™ The answer s that It's pure chance, and the
hast has not been mared! It's designed as & aaquence; the

P swnar words, the sade plates
are agectives: small huge, mecro, ete. Thane are six o men
and six for waman, and thay match up mrdamly,

But whal if some of your gaests don't have & sense of
humour?

You don't want o heve dinner with people who dan't have
8 sarse uf humuui! i the end, avaryone finds 1L very funny
because roane it singled outr sveryone
et the same freatrment., But you have
0 end on o good nede, so for dessert |
chose oweot worde: lovo, goddomn, dor
fing, muse.. As forthe dinper service with
boetion, they are inepired by my jowel
‘ary | bove the magic of these crantures
ihat appesr almnst prehistorie In &n-
clent Egypt thay were @ symbal of lon-
geity. Sametimas people have a phobia
of besties, so fve ncluded some spides
lfeughs)

Several of your jewellery lines cele-
brate love: Inseparabla, Think of ma,
Heartbeat, Madness. Can your cres-
tions be described asa "jewellery of
feclings™!

| love the phrase atnbuted 1o Oscar
Wilde: *Beauty lies in tha eye of the be-
notger Everyane sees in my jewelkry
witiat they wish te ses. It could be love,
the bond between o gandmeber and
ner granddaughter, a perent end 3 child,
o just o band wilh oneasd | like it when
Jewellery has something to say, beyond
thafact afbaing made fom gold and i
amonds. |5 lke & language tha crestes
a dalogue heatwesn taa paaple the one
wha buys T and e anewho receives

Is your jewellerya way for you to write
your autoblography, without words?

Yes, to some extent, They tell the story of
my l#e, because | put 3 kot of mysalf o
them It's rot & marketing approsch bula
persanal one, it's a fomn of pychoanaly-
Ieazcts miggt sis Through my creations, | Take pleasine
;‘;f:';m': i sharing the thirgs | love In e the mo-
b irephtun los menis | have expenenced and that | want
Lverm Bamer others to expenience too
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A plece of jowedlery is an omament but a#so a message,
& way of aifirming who you are at a given moment in your
life. Do ik it hos the ability to 1y the wear-

ertheough a period of metamorphosis?

| designed my rew line *Metsmorphosis® during lackdown,
amund the idea of reirventing onesef. The motis are trees
and leaves that wwrn inle & bustarfly, depanding on how you
look at them. | fry to change tha way people look & them-
selves or 8t ofners, theough the pwdlery they receive This
megac &= what | vy to instil in my creasons.

How did you get the idea of ttoolrg a damond?

Mast inventions happan & the intersaction whara the need
for samehing, @ moment in lime and technology come to-
gether. The story of the tottoced dismond ia a mixwre af #|
ihase thisgs. First thara was a desire: | lova tattoos but | hate
e idea of hiving something petrmanent on me. Sscondy,
lnzer technology allows a diamend 1o be heatad very localy,
almost impercegtioly, When e carbon frum which & dis-
mond s made is burned, the gemstone ums black. A smgl
drowing comated by hand is depositad on the surfase of the
stone, withaut alaring its value. In the 18th century, diamands
wotre angroved by scratching them with apother diamond, but
laser tattoaing was nat an option, Everyane can choose ther
o tattoo, | ussady drany tham, but you could alee bring ma
a thild's drawing to be engraved on a damona for semity. it
wouilel makes 0 gant giftfor Mother's Day

Can these tattoos be removed?

Yes, by re-polishing the diamond.

A plece of jewillery generally appeals to three senses:
it can be seen, louched and heard. But you have intro-
duced o fourth sense: smell, with your scented rings. I
this @ way of binging the tradition of the pomander, the
scented apple, up to date?

I wanted o Introduce the sanss af smell o the word of jew-
ellery. 501 had to use lecnneiogy agal, aveninougs | akvays
try to hide it. | Lsed 30 printing, which makes it possible 1o

creatt & three-dimensional cbject that is in tact bullt up from
layers of maierial This mesns that you can laaves void nside,
which s not possible when you cast metal using the lost wax
techrique, which produces a sold matenal In this way, we
can creste o porous metsl object that s imprognated with
pariura, [ke @ sponge. The material is caly possible because
of technology, but | prefer not 1o talk bout that because |
want the tethnology o be at the service of beauty, A per
fumed el is the stult of draams A 30 prinder no ona canes
sbour inet, Luairy nes naver been driven by sechnology, but
by tha beauly of an abjectand the oreams smached 10 /L

In the 12th century, scerted jewellery had a purpese: it
was thought that the scont of mush or ambergris pro-
tected sgainst the plague, for example. Why add this
dimension odoy T

Bacausa &0 world | lave and we have our own perfume. At
seme point. | wauld have Hied o become a perfumer. But in no
wmy does my [ewellary pratect against Covid! (lasghs)

‘You sre the last inds dent jeweller with a boutique on
the Flace Venddme, What are the problems you face to-
day #s an independent?

Trere ane many of them, every day! You face probiams because
o @ tac small, because others block your accsss, bul every
stuston hasite advantages and disadvaniages. loften say that
my felow joweliers in the bg groups drive buses and | drive a
Farar, You have to be careful not o spinoff the mad, but you
c2h do things that others cannat. But | den't have the firanclal

resaurces they have




I remember @ necklace you designed for Louls Vultton
that represented the Champs Elysées seen from above:
the dismonds and rubies were like the headlights of cars,

It was both geometric and figurative, How did you come
up with that idea?

Actually, it was my son Carl who came up with the idea for
the neckiace, | teach my childmn io recognise stones, and
gne evaning when we wene down on the Champs Elyades,
my son, who must have been 6 or 7 years ald,
saild 1o me: “Look, Dad, there &e lots of rubles
on one side of the Champs Elyséas and on the
otfser side, thers are damonds!” He was oo

therm This ks how the “Metamorphosis” coliection wis Bom,
We have created pandants too. They'ne ke shields, granting
symbolic protectan. Wa'e a0 fhinking about NFTs. An NFT
iz mota virtual jewal t's & cartificate that entitles vou to the
raal thing o o something special that you con 2ell and give
to somieone alza. Perhiaps you might recewve the sietches for
your cwn |ewellery in NFT tormsd, or the possibility to buy the
eafrimgs tha! oo with a nackiace or with a ring under certain
cancitiona. You have to be in tuna with the imas

“I want technology
to be at the service

Your boutique even has a secret room.
Ultimately, you're & great dreamer, both

ing ot the line of cars going up and down, of beauty. A chivalrous and a bit of @ magician. Was
perfumed Jewel is creating jewaliery a childhood dream?
the stuff of dreams.

Where doss your insplration come from?

From diffierent thengs o techmiqua, s beausitul
materksl, something | ses, or o flash of inapl-
ration, | ofton get ideas in the showar. You're alona thane, tha
phone doesn't fing. Water & my alement; it washes sverything
else avway, | tick to wial's essental,

Since you created of your own jewellery houss, customar
habits have changed, especially with the emergence of a
wealthy and well-informad Chinase clientele, and millan-
nial consumers. What | the current trend, and how are
you adapling to these changes in consumption patterns?

Humans haver't changed: they want good, beautiul and real
thinga, even i they may look af sach of these things difler-
ently I'm nat 8 marketing man, I'm a creaton, and | will coe-
ate things | Bee, nat what athers Eke, Bul | want o b o’ my
tirta and even a tle ahead of 1L Today wa're lving in dificult
times. Peopls nopad taksmans that inspim them and soeak 10
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A 3D printer; no one
cares about that

| have alwiys loved the ides of mwellarg My
parents were diplomats and when my moth-
er put on her jewals, sha was no longer my
cthar: she was & princess. What we're crest-
ing is part of s universe: knights, princesses, women who
trarsiorm thermselves, Cinderella., A psecaof jewslery = both
8 dream and, at the same time, iU's very concrets, it's not sl
o fairy tola: |1 also an investment. This moecdwme of the two
50 mieresting end fun

Spesking of which, when you design, in addition to the
creative acl, do you choose stones based on their invest-
ment valus?

Moz eniy do | think about it, but ' essentiall B & chenl buys
o pisce of ewellery from me, it would be disreapectiul not to
tag tha nwestment dimansion into account. Part of my job
Involves being an adwsor: not st sesthetic but also financial
There are matenals thot | advise or, axactly s il they wee for
me. & faw yeers sga, for exemple, | told all my clients o by spe
rgl. becausa it e a magnificent ssone. Mot &l of themn (oliowed
rrry adyice, but in the maantime the prices hove exploded! |
don't weant io ba an investor in gemsiones, becaime otherwiss
| wouldnd sell anyhing, but | do ghve advice. At the mgment
I irwiting my chents to bat on coloured diamonds. indeed,
the price of all naterst dimonds hes increased conmdarably

What would be your ultimate piece of jewellery - or the
piece that technically you cannot yet make?

It would be a pisca of jewelery that allows you to connact
directly to your emotions, without going thmegh tha filr of
thie sarses, |t would be something poatic and a bil crazy, Why
riot o jewal coloured with lova? @



