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Please read and sign the PRE-INSTALLATION Checklist before proceeding. Please review the installation with the 
homeowner to ensure that they have full understanding of the document. 

  Assure the Homeowner or Customer is present and has approved the planks that are laid out to be installed. 

  Sample Boards may not always match the material please have homeowners approve material before installing. 

Installation Instructions - Tongue & Groove Oil Finish

These installation instructions are for the Tongue & Groove locking system only.

Attention! Read Before Installing!

Before starting installation, read all instructions and warranty thoroughly. Should any questions arise, please contact your local 
dealer. All installation instructions must be followed for warranties to be considered valid. Pre-inspect the job site prior to delivery 

Installation options - Staple with glue assist or full spread glue.

OWNER/INSTALLER RESPONSIBILITY

• 

dealer.
• 

• 
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GRADING STANDARDS

General Rules:

unless properly dried. 

Grading Rules:

portion of log).

Storage and Handling

Climate Control

possible for the permanent system to operate, a temporary system that provides proper temperature and humidity conditions 
must be in place and remain in place until permanent climate control is operational.

Install Flooring Last

• 

• 

• 
whichever is less. Open boxes 

exceeding this amount will not be eligible for return.
• 

not covered under the warranty. 



cup after installation.
Damage caused by inappropriate handling, environment, installation, or maintenance issues will not be considered in 

installation.

Sub-Floor Preparation

damage.

FLOORING MATERIAL SHOULD BE INSPECTED PRIOR TO INSTALLATION

fashion.

PRE-INSTALLATION JOB SITE REQUIREMENTS

• 

• 

• 

• 

Color Variation

Acclimation
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old adhesives etc., which can be removed by sanding)
• 
• 

• 

spots with a Portland leveling compound. All concrete should be tested for moisture prior to installation using the Anhydrous 

• 
measures dry today may become moist in the future due to rising groundwater. Installing a moisture barrier now may be 

moisture issues. 

INSTALLATION TOOLS

BEFORE STARTING YOUR INSTALLATION

• 

•

• 
• 
• Pencil
• Pry bar or pull bar
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• For Oil Finish Floors please use adhesives that are 

• 

• 
assist or full spread glue-down only)

• 
down only)

• 
glue-down only)

• 
down only)

• 
spread glue-down only)

PRE-INSTALLATION SUB-FLOOR REQUIREMENTS

• 

• Structurally sound
• 
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• 

together before tapping long edges together. When near a wall, you can use a pry bar to pry close the side and end joints. DO 

EXTERIOR CHECKS

• 
• 

NOTE: Proper drainage away from the structure is absolutely critical to ensure weather-tight conditions and crucial to proper 

with a swale to move moisture off the lot and prevent it from coming in contact with 
the foundation.

CRAWL SPACE VENTILATION

• 

any additional requirements.

• 

• 

crawl space will lead to mold and damage to the structure, as well as the hardwood 

• 
installation to maintain expansion space. 

• 

out pieces that do not meet those expectations.



BASEMENT MOISTURE & HUMIDITY CONTROL 

• Basements should be completely weather tight and have proper drainage 
away from the foundation walls in place to ensure that the basement 
remains dry. 

• 
drains are recommended, and basement walls should be properly sealed.

• 

• Humidity control of the basement is vital to help control mold and prevent 

• 
content.

• Drains must be placed at basement windows.
• 

structure. Drip irrigation systems for plant beds are recommended.

SUB FLOOR MOISTURE TESTING CONCRETE

• 

NOTE

system that includes moisture abatement properties is prudent.

• 

• 

• 

• 

NOTE:
crawlspace design. 



CALCIUM CHLORIDE: ASTM F1869

NOTE:
directions for the moisture abatement system they recommend.

HUMIDITY PROBE & DIGITAL METER: ASTM F2170

serious structural damage and potential fatalities.

cured. Slab must be comprised of Portland-based mix with 2,500 PSI of compressive strength.

SUB FLOOR PREPARATION: CONCRETE
For glue down application over gypsum or lightweight concrete, the same 2,500 PSI rating is required.

NOTE: Some adhesive systems have primers and adhesives that are suitable for use over gypcrete or lightweight concrete 

compounds. Do not use solvent-based strippers under any circumstances, as residual solvents can prevent the satisfactory 
bonding of the vapor barrier and adhesive systems. It is important to ensure a long-lasting bond between the adhesive, the 
concrete, and the boards. 

FOLLOW ALL ADHESIVE APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

surface contamination, it may be necessary to bead blast the concrete surface.

NOTE

NWFA & INDUSTRY STANDARDS



CLEAN THE SUB FLOOR

• 

• 

• As indicated above, the surface must be sound, tight, and free of paint, oil, existing adhesives, wax, grease and dirt.
• 

• 

SUB FLOOR PREPARATION: WOOD

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

NOTE

NOTE

CAUTION: ASBESTOS
State and Federal agencies have determined that asbestos is a respiratory carcinogen. Avoid sanding or scraping of old vinyl, 
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DIRECTION OF INSTALLATION IN RELATION TO JOIST DIRECTION.

DOUBLE LAYER SUB FLOORS

• 

• 

• 

EXISTING WOOD FLOOR –ON WOOD SUB FLOOR

CEMENTITIOUS PATCH - WOOD SUB FLOOR

Acclimation

JOIST CROSS-BRACING

• 

• 
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ACCLIMATION OF ENGINEERED PRODUCTS

• 

• 
• 

• 

1. 
readings per 100 square feet thereafter, and average the results. In general, more readings will result in a more-accurate 

photograph, and document all results.

2. 

warranty coverage.

be installed immediately.

NORMAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS MUST BE MET TO ENSURE OPTIMAL PERFORMANCE

and maintained at a relative humidity environment ranging from 40% to 55%. Ideally, the installation environment will be 
maintained at the same humidity range.

typically be experienced once the structure is occupied and stable indoor climate control is exercised.
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spacers during installation to maintain this expansion space. 

• 

adhesive remover.
• 

on them until adhesive cures enough to hold them down.

NAIL DOWN (WITH GLUE ASSIST) INSTALLATION: 

Installation Tools

Air Pressure Settings

• 

GLUE DOWN INSTALLATION

• 
• 
• 
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necessary.

being careful not to cover the line. A proper roller can also be used if recommended by the adhesive manufacturer. Before 

STEPS FOR NAIL/STAPLE & GLUE INSTALLATIONS

Glue Assist

motion as shown on the diagram.



AFTER INSTALLATION

• 

become damaged from humidity buildups.
• Remove expansion spacers and reinstall base and/or quarter round moldings to cover moldings to cover the expansion 

space.
• 
• 
• 

LOW MOISTURE / HIGH MOISTURE WARNING SYSTEM

in control of the indoor environment. It is like a check engine light that can warn of pending trouble. 

DO NOT USE BLUE TAPE OR OTHER TAPES FOR OILED FINISHED FLOORS.

9) 

recommendations for this procedure.
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Photo-sensitivity: 
species the natural pigmentation will be lost and can develop a “bleached” appearance. In many exotic hardwood species 

defect and is excluded from coverage under the provisions of Manufacture’s Limited Warranty.

Tips to Minimize Fading/Discoloration

• 
• Change the location of your rugs periodically. Rearrange more frequently if they are placed in front of doors and 

windows.
• 
• 
• 

a rug as a preventative measure. 

Follow the instructions on this installation guide as well as the guidelines listed out by the NWFA.

PROTECTION AND MAINTENANCE OF YOUR FLOOR

Fading: 

Joints: 

and relative humidity will minimize the visible effects of normal contraction and expansion. Optimum recommended 

be necessary.


