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Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 
edition of French & Country.  How 
can it be winter already...it seems only 
months ago we moved into Hopewood 
and commenced renovation of the main 
house, the gardens and most recently 
The Cottage, which is now open for 
B&B bookings and receiving some 
wonderful comments from our guests.  
We love sharing Hopewood with them.

I have just returned from travels to 
Europe with Michael and the children 
as well as a quick return trip to France 
to do some buying and searching for 
new suppliers for French & Country.

You will find our new products on line 
at www.frenchandcountry.com.au and 
soon we will be launching our new 
website for Hopewood Country House 
so you will be able to view our new 
accommodation facilities on line also.

Feel free to call me if you would like 
further information on stock items or 
accommodation at the cottage.
Best wishes

Suzie
Suzie Anderson
French & Country,
 now at Hopewood Country House, Bowral

French and Country, Hopewood Country House, Centennial Road, Bowral, NSW 2756  
Mobile:  0411 448 817     Email:  frenchco@bigpond.net.au
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I
t has been a busy six months working our 
way through renovating the main house, the 
guest accommodation and now the showroom 
and function centre - ‘The Pavilion’ part of 
the property.  The good news is French & 

Country will be taking over a much larger part of the 
Pavilion, with a rambling floorplan, rooms and alcoves, 
warm fires. It will be the perfect place to showcase a 

new range of furniture, homewares and unique pieces 
as well as a space to have coffee before taking a walk 
around the 11 acres of gardens. However with this ex-
tra space means a lot more renovation work and so our 
opening date  has been moved to later in the year, hope-
fully in late Spring to coincide with the beautiful spring 
gardens.  Read on for news of our latest  products and 
some tips from our recent travels in France and Italy. 

“The leaves have fallen, the fires are roaring, the electric 
blankets are on full and we are enjoying our first autumn in 
the Southern Highlands”
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On the plane on the way home from 
our family holiday to France and 
Italy, Michael and I discussed the 
importance of keeping that sense of 
calm, inspiration and joy that you 
get when you are enjoying 
a wonderful holiday, in our 
every day lives …  why should 
we only feel that ‘holiday feel-
ing’ 4 weeks in the year?!  

Some of the new products at 
French & Country hope to imbue 
this:  small affordable luxuries that 
can make a difference to the way 
you live each day.

As you can see, I have been taken 
by Nobility with their gorgeous 
range of crown embossed plateware 
(right)  - for more detail on the em-
bossing go to our website. 

New in store are Flaxfield sheets 
and range of bath towels made of 
cotton and bamboo which are heav-
enly to sleep and bathe with.
I’m also excited to be stocking a new 
French range of bags, throws, picnic 
rugs and mens’ linen coat shirts 

FRENCH & COUNTRY
Some one off pieces collected on the recent 
buy include the ever popular bread boards, 
terracotta seed pots, iron and timber beds and 
vintage linen hopsacks.

from the brand Hidden Cabin.  I 
have a few samples now but will 
have a comprehensive range in the 
new showroom.

UK Textiles 
Designer Andrew 

Martin has a 
stunning new 
range of fabrics 
available that would be the perfect 
way to bring new life to a tired sofa 
or chair (below).  Order now and 
reupholster in time for spring.  

Clockwise from top: Cafe chairs and decorative zinc items; irresistible antique child’s chair; linen from Flaxfield, handtowels and accessories 
due Spring 2008 ; breadboards; iron cot bed; upholstered double bed; Hidden Cabin shirt; garden pots; taupe and red striped ticking table 
runners by French and Country; European tea towels.  
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Website update
Thankyou for your incredible pa-
tience in waiting for the French & 
Country website update.  There has 
been a lot of new stock in, however 
due to the renovations most of the 
stock is stored away in the various 
outbuildings on the property and 
not easily photographed.
We have upated our pages with 
a few of the new pieces, but look 
forward to keeping you up to date 
more easily once the showroom is 
up and running.

Favourite new websites and 
inspiring places to stay  

www.hotelparticulier.com
www.relaischateaux.com/leprieure
www.the-connaught.co.uk
www.thehousedirectory.com
www.villafeltrenelli.com
www.restaurant-1728.com
www.daylesfordorganic.com
www.appleyhoare.com
www.josephineryanantiques.co.uk
www.stephenshubeldesign.com
www.warwick-castle.com
www.flamant.com
www.poggioalsorbo.it
www.caravane.fr
www.sbrparis.com
www.andrewmartin.co.uk
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THE COTTAGE AT HOPEWOOD

Over the Easter weekend our guest 
accommodation, known simply 
as The Cottage, opened its doors.  
We are proud to have created a 
luxuriously appointed, provincially 
inspired two bedroom two bath-
room adult retreat on our property 

in Bowral.  Bowral is an hour and a 
half south of Sydney in the beauti-
ful Southern Highlands.  Although 
we are perfectly located less than 
a kilometre to  The Centennial 
Winery and Restaurant,  as well as 
a number of stunning golf courses, 

our guests seem to enjoy a walk in 
the garden followed by hours relax-
ing in front of the fire.

If you would like further information on 
the accommodation and facilities please 
email me at frenchco@bigpond.net.au.

A few comments from our 
guests so far…

“Hopewood itself is magnificent, 
the gardens are sublime, the 
peacefulness and tranquillity”

“The cottage is amazing…a great 
size, great décor and the small atten-
tion to details such as candles and 
fresh flowers make it truly 
romantic…”

“From the first moment we arrived every aspect has been 
absolutely delightful…all the attention to detail has 
combined to feed our souls…”   
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In May I travelled to Europe with 
my family, the first time the children 
have been with us and we loved it.  
It left little time for antiquing, but 
a lot of inspiration was taken from 
the ancient castles, frescos, ruins, 
cathedrals, gardens and hotels we  
visited.  Revisiting Italy, France and 
England with the children made us 
rediscover the joy of seeing these 
beautiful countries for the first time. 
Each child took a sketch book and 
pens, so we we’d stop for lunch 
or the daily hot chocolate, they’d 
sketch the things they’d seen, build-
ings, people, animals etc. which is a 
great record for them. In Paris, Café 
Marly at The Louvre was a great 
place to take our first lunch, sitting 

on the terrace in the sunshine, after 
a walk in the Tuilleries. 
Le Bon Marche on the left bank, 
and the Marais district on the right 
bank was a hit with my teenage 
daughter, with all the beautiful 
jewellery stores, fashion shops and 
street entertainment.  In Paris I 
did drag the family to my favourite 
haunts, Flamant, Blanc D’Ivoire, 
Mis en Demeure, Cote Bastide  as 
well as discovering some new stores 
including Loulou les Ames Arts, 
Caravane Emporium, Aux Salles 
Bains Retro.  As far as eating out in 
France, Angelina’s on Rue de Rivoli 
was a first stop for their famous, 
ultra rich Hot Chocolate, a sure fire 
way to beat jetlag! “

Another wonderful discovery was 
1728 Restaurant and Tea Room 
located at 8 rue d’Anjou in the 8th. 
(facing page) This 18th century 
restored mansion located in the Em-
bassy district, was once the home of 
La Fayette.  Think parquet floor-
ing, crystal chandeliers, gilt framed 
oil portraits.  Lunch, Dinner and 
exquisite afternoon teas are served 
in one of a series of luxuriously ap-
pointed rooms.  The closest metro is 
Concorde or Madelaine. For reser-
vations (although not necessary for 
afternoon tea) (01)401 704 77.

In Paris, Café Marly at The Louvre was a great 
place to take our first lunch, sitting on the terrace in 
the sunshine, after a walk in the Tuilleries. 

F R A N C E
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1728 Restaurant and Tea Room 
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“L’hotel Particulier is a 
hidden oasis in the bustling 
Roman city of Arles”



French & Country  Page 11

Hotel Particulier in Arles

On my quick return to France in 
June one of my inspiring moments 
was a long awaited stay at L’Hotel 
Particulier in the Roman city of 
Arles.  So often I tear sheet hotels 
that appeal from a decorating per-
spective and this one didn’t disap-
point.  Tucked away behind its mon-
umental gate, this historic building 
built in 1824 is a hidden oasis.  A 
number of luxe suites and standard 
rooms are beautifully appointed 
with quality furniture, luxurious 
linens and wi fi access.  I stayed in 
a suite on the ground floor which 
opened on to the pool terrace.  My 
spacious room was a dream ... soar-
ing ceilings, white walls covered in 
decorative panelling, gilt mirrors, 
black king four poster bed with 
crisp white sheets, black velvet sofa 
and armchairs and ambient light-
ing.  The only thing missing was 
being able to share it with Michael.  
There is a hammam/spa which is 
in the pale stoneclad basement of 
the hotel, which offers steam room, 
massage and water therapy.  The 
restaurant offers breakfast (pricey) 
and dinner either on the terrace or 
by the open fire.  My request for a 
vegetarian meal was readily catered 
for with the chef creating a deli-
cious eggplant meal and a gourmet 
salad.  The overtones of the whole 
hotel are French/Morrocan with 
many candlelit hurricanes, turkish 
rugs adorning the lounge areas, the 
l’orangerie and the poolside terrace.  
For those brave enough to drive 
there is car parking available.  In 
Arles there are numerous places 
of interest to discover and wind-
ing streets to roam, however from 
a decorating/antiques perspective 
there was little to satisfy.  There are 
a few antique dealers located around 
rue Grille and a brocante market 
the first Wednesday of each month.  
Arles is located within an hour or 
two of Avignon, Aix en Provence 
and many interesting villages and 
towns with train and bus services 
running regularly, so it’s a great 
base for your stay in Provence.
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We hired a delightful self contained 
villa in Tuscany, Poggio al Sorbo, 
in the Chianti de Castellini region, 
perfectly located between Siena and 

Florence. The villa was fairly basic in it’s facilities, 
however this was made up for ten fold with it’s 
spectacular views, hospitality of the hosts and the 
proximity to all the highlights of the region.
The villa had some wonderful trattorias within 
minutes drive.  Antica trattoria La Toppa  and 
Osteria Alla Piazza.  My sons’ obsession with all 
things medieval were more than catered for in San 
Gimignano, (1�km away) with catapults, slingshots, 
swords, Knights, armory and the Museum of Torture!  
My husband Michael’s obsession of icecream was also 
well catered for with the award winning Gelato outlet 
Campioni del Mondo! 
It was in this hilltop town that I fell in love with 
ancient frescos, religious icons and decorative 
ironwork. 

I T A LY

It was in this hilltop town that I fell 
in love with ancient frescos, religious 
icons and decorative ironwork. 
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Florence was equally inspiring 
architecturally as we scaled the 
heights of the Duomo and lost 
ourselves in the gardens and the 
vast rooms of the Pitti Palace. 
Having visited Florence many 
times previously, we’d never behind 
the great walls of the palace.  We 
explored the vast manicured 
gardens and l’orangeries,  and 
wandered the great halls and rooms 
of the Palatine Gallery and Royal 
Apartments within the palace. The  
collections of the Cardinal Leopoldo 
and Grand Prince Ferdinando de 
medici are  great examples of a 
private court assembly of pictures. 
Each day in Europe comprised of 
a lot of walking, hot chocolate, a 
lot more walking, lunch, a lot more 
walking, so once a week the whole 

Above, Emma, Suzie, Will, Michael and Jamie at Tavolino. Left:  Gardens at the Pitti 
Palace. Below: The magnificent Duomo in Florence. 

family would take 30 minutes and 
hit the internet café to touch base 
with friends, family and Michael 
and I would touch base with work 
emails.  This was especially nice 
for my daughter, who whilst loving 
the European travels, missed her 
daily contact with her buddies, so 
this would make her feel connected 
to home.  Postcards seemed like a 
foreign concept to her!!  By the end 
of a week in Italy  we couldn’t face 
the thought of another pizza or pasta 
meal, however we always had room 
for one of the best hot chocolates in 
Italy and it can be had at Cantinetta 
Dei Verrazzano, located centrally at 
Via Dei Tavolini, 18/20.  
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As always, London was crowded 
and busy, however not without it’s 
charm and rich history.  While I 
was travelling I was reading The 
Other Boleyn Girl, and I could 
hardly put it down.  It seemed 
particularly important to then visit 
The Tower of London which was 
quite a moving experience for me, 
and a chance for the boys to get 
another fix on knights in armour 
and weapons.  The London Eye was 
the perfect first place to visit, being 
able to point out places of interest 
and get a bird’s eye view of the city. 

An entertaining boat trip on the 
Thames was also a way to get a little 
bit of London’s history and an easy 
way to get to the Tower Bridge.  
Wagamama, the Noodle Bar chain 
is located next to the Tower of 
London and was a delicious and 
affordable place to feed the family, 
and at 3pm we could get a great late 
lunch/early dinner. 
London has no shortage of stun-
ningly appointed and decorated 
hotels which if even if they are not 
in the budget to stay at, have fabu-
lous bars where you can indulge in 

a glass of wine or two. A few must 
visits are the The Coburg Bar at 
The Connaught Hotel, Mafair.  The 
interiors have been designed by Pa-
risian based designer India Mahavi, 
and the service is exceptional. The 
Milestone Hotel in the Kensington/
Chelsea borough is richly appointed 
hotel, where no room or suite are 
the same, and there are a choice of 
bars and lounges that you never 
want to leave.  

We did manage to get to see some 
favourite antiques shops and interi-

E N G L A N D
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Clockwise from top:   period luxe at War-
wick Castle in Warwickshire;  Daylesford 
Organics Store, Pimlico;   modern day luxe  
at Milestone Hotel, London 
www.milestonehotel.com. 

ors stores including Appley Hoare, 
Marston & Langinger, and the 
wonderful Daylesford Organics 
Store and Dalyesford Garden store.  
Ralph Lauren Home emporium is 
also in the same area in Chelsea and 
I could have moved right in.  One 
new must see is Priscilla Carluccio’s 
new homewares emporium, Few 
and Far, 242 Brompton Rd, London. 
www.fewandfar.net.  I walked out 
with some handmade Italian station-
ery to die for and could have bought 
a stack more if there was room in 
the suitcase!  The store is a mix 

of new and old, linens, tableware, 
jewellery, furniture, merchandised 
over two floors.  Her personal touch 
includes chocolate cake served in 
store on Fridays!
Another place of interior decorating 
inspiration was Warwick Castle, in 
Warwickshire.  I think the recent 
wave of period films, Atonement, 
The Other Boleyn Girl, Marie 
Antoinette, have exposed the rich 
lifestyle of this period in history.  
The use of exquisite fabrics in 
the soft furnishings, the opulence 
of intricately carved and gilded 

picture frames adorning centuries 
old portraits, libraries lined floor to 
ceiling with leatherbound books, cut 
crystal candelabras and chandeliers, 
beds swathed in silk and damask 
and gardens that are clipped and 
meticulously groomed.   It was 
certainly a period of excess however 
you cannot help but but wish to be 
transported to that time for a day or 
two!


