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Mark Sirett is a native of Kingston, Ontario and holds both masters and doctoral degrees in choral 
conducting and pedagogy from the University of Iowa. He has taught at the University of Alberta, 
Western Ontario and Queen’s.

Since 1996 Dr. Sirett has been the Artistic Director of the Cantabile Choirs of Kingston, a multi-choir 
educational programme consisting of six choirs and nearly 300 singers.  Choirs under his direction 
have won various provincial, national and international awards including the CBC Choral Competition.  

Mark is also an award-winning composer and arranger whose works have been published in Canada, 
Britain, the US and Sweden. His compositions and arrangements have been performed and recorded 
by some of Canada's leading choirs and heard on CBC, NPR and in Europe.

Raylene Rankin (1960-2012) was a member of the internationally acclaimed Celtic-country band - 
The Rankin Family. Starting at a very young age, she shared her musical talents singing at countless 
community events and church services in Mabou and throughout Cape Breton. She pursued her love 
and passion for music as a full time singer, songwriter and entertainer in The Rankin Family musical 
group established with four of her siblings in 1989. In 1997, she recorded a collection of Christmas 
songs with her sisters, Heather and Cookie and, for many years, toured the country celebrating the 
Christmas season with stories and song. In addition, she had been involved in numerous musical 
endeavors including two solo albums, Rankin Family reunion tours and collaborations with musicians, 
Susan Crowe and Cindy Church. 

Often described as a "writer's writer", Susan Crowe is one of Canada's most respected singer 
songwriters in the folk genre. At once complex, challenging and accessible, Susan's intelligent 
and moving songs have captivated audiences and reviewers from coast to coast, continent 
to continent. She possesses, in the words of Britain's Folk Roots magazine, "that rare ability 
of crafting a lyric that bears scrutiny on its own terms." That rare ability has earned her two 
Juno nominations, and nominations from both the West Coast and East Coast Music Awards.
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