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THE BALLAD OF LITTLE MUSGRAVE AND LADY BARNARD

For mile voiees and pisno {or piana duet b, Completed 13 December 1993, The author of the text is anonym-aus,
Trom the Gfired Book of Bellacs. Published by Boosey & Huwkes, 1932,

Dedication: “For Richard 'Wood and e musscians of Cdlag Vilb - Germamy, 1943"

First performance: 10 February 1944, Olftag Vb, Eichsting, Germuany, Chorus of Prsoners of War, Barry
Girayvson and Fred Henson (pianos), Richard Wood {conductor),

First puldic performanee: 19 lune 1951 Wigmone Hall, Lendon, Singers in Consert. Richard Wood (conductor),
First broadeast: 19 June 1958, BBC Thind Programme. Singers in Consort, Richiard Wood (comductor).
Duration: &5 minutes

Ohiher Britten compositions from this period: Serenade. Op 31, Tenor, Horm and Strings, Morch-Aprl 1945;
Prelude and Fugwee, Op, 20, 18-part string orchestra, Moy 1943 Befodee o the Lanth, Op. 30, Treble, Alo,
Tenor, and Bass solos, SATB chorus, and organ. May-17 July 1943; The Resewe, incidenial music 1o the radio
drama, September-MNovember 1943 Festirad Te Deran, Ope 32, Treble solo, SATB chorug, and organ, -9
Movember 19494 A Shepherd's Coral, SATE chorus, 5-11 Movernber 1944: Charale affer an O8 Fronch Caml,
SSAATTEE chorus, 15 November 1944; Perer Griorer, Op, 33, Jamiary | 944-February 1945,

Thve Ballad of Lirtle Misgrove aod Lady Bavmard was written for Britten’s friend Richard Wood, a prisoner
of war. Years later, for an Aldcburgh Festival Programese Book, Britten wrote!

[Pawing che 192945 war Richand Wood, the singor and am old friend of mine, was a proocrsofrwar for several soars im Oflag ik,
FiEaldir, Corritaim 8 180 camssg he sbaflod chorty and cecholtas amang |he pmcncid Bearing of 11, | wiede This pieos fod hima and his ety
and smechi, 1hnough devious means, his siier Anne Wood masaged o get a copy 5o him (page by page in microfilm). This arived in me
#o e performad in & festival which ihe prisoners hasd cepanised for February 1844 and @ was given four times.

The festival was a series of six comoerts of various vocal, choral, and archestral picoes performed by a pwenty-
wine pheoe archestra and choar, On 2 March 1945, The Tinies carmed a review of the “festival behind barbed
wire” quating Licutenant Wood saving, “The ¢hoir (33 1o 40 vosees) started by condially disliking the work bt
fosally they all thoroughly enjoved i1, 11 grew on us all the tme and the soudience took ot immediaiely or were
at benst brought up short by e, |, . . | 11 was performed four gimes™ !

The story comses frem an English folk balled dating from arcund the seventeenth century Tt exists in several
versions with slight alterations sympathizing with different characters, but the basic plot tells of a nebleman
who s warned by i seovant of his wifie's adulterous affair with a retainer of the house, The nobleman discovers
st bovers together amd murders them.

— Joshua Parman
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