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.To the Bishop of Peoria, host and general executive; to all par
ticipants in the program, especially to the Honorable Claude R. Wick
ard, Secretary of Agriculture; to "all fellow heretics," non-Catholic 
friends and neighbors-

Thanks a Willion. 

"THE . Peoria C6nvention' made 
. history I " Time says so (Octo
,ber 19,1942): It was plannedtofit 
a need, a place and it time; and it 
was carried through. That could ,have 
been done elsewhere, but it is always 
; done in Peoria. . It' took' work and 
cooperation. We had both.' 

There were 7,500 present. 
. On Saturday, .theSisters filled the 
ballroom Of. the Pere Marquette 
HoteL Youth ,were guests at ,the 
Academy of Our Lady. '. ' 
, The Pontifidal High Mass in the 
Peoria Cathedral was a thing of 
beauty in pageantry and s()ng~ Arch
bishop StritGh's sermon* was an in
tellectual treat and a comfort to ag
rarian hearts. 

At the Shrine Auditorium, the von 
Trapp's thrilled an audience: the 
family, by their music; the mother, 
with a philosophy~ Yes, it was our 
Own philosophy. ' 

Monday brought horned hands and 
bronzed faces~ It was Farmers' Day. 
They "was" there. The city worker 
came at night- and carried home po
tatoes. 

Ladies' Day was "their" day. Per
fect messages. Interesting discus
sions. Charming hostesses. 

Two outstanding features, novel 
and unique, were:' 1. The Monday 
luncheon in honor of the non-Cath
olic Rural Life leaders with Bishop 
Muench's greetings and Mark Rich's 
response, both from the heart. We 
got to know these leaders. We like 
them. 2. The Tuesday luncheon for 
Priests. What a crowd! What an 
inspiration I 

Archbishop Stritch: "I do think -*Available in' pamphlet form Free upon request. . 

you have very much to thank God for 
in the success of the National Cath
olic Rural Life Conference. From 
many sources there have come to me 
the finest sort of appreciations of the 
'Work :of this Conference at· Peoria. 
You were able to bring out before the 
whole public what the ,Conference is 
doing and hopes to accomplish. One 
thing that pleased me very much was 
how the. Conference holds fast to the 
ideal of the apostblate and subordi
nates its merely economic and social 
activities to this ideaL" 

Claude R.' Wickard, Secretary of 
Agriculture: "The constructive work 
being done by the Conference, makes 
me hope for its continued vitality and 
success. ". 

Dr. James A. Crain, Disciples of 
Christ: "I wish to express my ap
preciation for the generous and broth
erly hospitality which I enjoyed while 
a guest of the Conference, andwhich 
characterized our whole experience. 
The Catholic Church is doing a most 
remarkable piece of work in attempt
ing to rebuild rural life in America. 
You are setting the pattern first of 
all . by seeing the total rural life of 
the nation as one problem, whether 
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it be that of the tenants and share
cropper farmer, the southern moun
tain highlander, the migrant, or the 
farmers of the Middle West and of 
the high plateaus. I am deeply im
pressed by the emphasis you put on 
the family, upon the family-sized 
farm, upon the economic undergirding 
of· life by cooperative methods, and 
of course, the Church at the center 
and motivating it all." 

E. R.Boweil,The Cooperative 
League of the U.S.A.: "You surely 
helped out a lot of us to have faIth 
in the fact that a new cooperative 
society can really be built in every 
field....:-religious, educational,political, 
and economic." 

Harvey RHoover, Lutheran Theo
logical Seminary: "All who spoke to 
me of their experience rejoiced in the 
great privilege thus extended us. 'Our 
eyes were opened, our hearts filled 
with good things." 

Hilda L. I ves, New England Town 
and Country Church Commission: "I 
was most impressed with the program 
that had been prepared. Every hour 
of it was vital and rewarding." 

M. R. Zigler, Church of the Breth
ren: "It was a rich treat. The atmos
phere was inspirational. You are on 
the move. You are going in the right 
direction. You are leading the people 
toward a finer appreciation of rural 
life as a way to live.", . 
'. Dr. J. H. Kolb, tJniversity of Wis

consin: "It was a real pleasure to 
be at your Conference. .We look 
forward to plans for next year's Con-
ference at Green Bay." . 
r c. K. Preus, Lutheran Home 

Missions Council: "The Monday 
morning program was very impres
sive and constructive, and the lun
cheon was, of course, delightful. I 
liked the atmosphere and ~ . . the 
people. I was impressed by the va
rious exhibits. . . • Your exhibitors 
seemed to have put themselves out to 
give the visitors a thorough insight 
into . the literature and materials 
which are available in your Church." 
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PRESIDENTI'AL ADDRESS consumer: But the principle is 
It must be maintained- at all costs._ 

A. J. Muench, /). /). 

A GRAVE responsibility rests on 
us all in the great crisis that 

has come upon us. To win the war 
is right now our chief concern. 
Toward this end we will bend all our 
efforts. 

In this serious hour of need we 
pledge our whole-hearted loyalty to 
our country as well as, our willingness 
to make whatever sacrifices are neces
sary to achieve victory. 

The farmers of our country are 
playing their part in giving support 
to Qur men-- in the armed fotces and 
to our allies engaged in the most 
crucial war of all history. Despite 
mounting difficulties in obtaining 
farm implements and farm machin
ery, as well as sufficient farm man
power, food production has soared to 
record heights. God has been good 
to us in: dispensing with a lavish hand 
the rich bounties of His nature. Har
vests have never been better. We 
thank Him from all our heart for His 
generous gifts. 

With grim determination to have 
food play its part in winning both the 
war and the peace American farmers 
have set themselves the task to meet 
the needs of our country. Their rec., 
ord of achievement is such that the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Wick
ard, could say of them recently: 
"American farmers may well be proud 
of the tremendous production of food 
and fiber." 

In some quarters the farmer has 
been decried as a wartime profiteer, 
as though he is taking undue advan
tage of his fellow citizens in this grave 
hour of need. 

Through a campaign of misrepre
sentation, false issues have been 
raised in connection with the parity 
prices be is justly asking for his ex~ 
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penditure of labor and money on his 
farm. Many well-meaning people 
have misunderstood the question of 
parity prices. The parity principle 
is an elemental principle of justice. 

The parity principle attempts to 
do no more than establish a just ex
change between, what the farmer has 
to sell and what he must buy for farm 
and home. Parity price is the price 
which will enable, the farmer to trade 
his products for the goods of il.1dustry 
on a basis of fair'equivalence.Parity 
is the price at which, for example, a 
case of eggs, a bushel of potatoes, or 
wheat, or com, will exchange now on 
a fair basis for a unit of labor, for 
some professional service, for house
hold or farmstead goods. 

The principle itself is sound. It is 
in full consonance with Catholic 
ethics. The mechanism by which it 
has' been set into operation is in some 
points imperfect and even out of date. 
This mechanism needs overhauling to 
bring it into better accord with what 
is fair to both the farmer and the city 

To fail to do so would put 
farmer once more at the mercy 
the heartless law of supply and 
mand; maintain against him a 
tem of unrestrained competition 
which Pius XI said in his ' 
struction pf the Social Order": 
competition cannot be the 
principle of the economic world", 
rob, him of "the living space" ~ 
which, in the words of our HoI 
Father Pius XII, he has a right· d~ 
stroy farm ownership; "increase' 
ancy; drive farm youth into the 
cities, there to glut the labor market 
and compete with organized labor at 

: least in normal times, and, in ti~es 
,of depression, lead him to the ranks 
of those lined up at some soup kitchen 
or relief agency. All this has hap
pened in the past. It will happen 
again, if justice is not done to the 
farmer. Healthy agrarianism can be 

. maintained, only under a system that 
will do justice to the farmer. The 
American farmer asks for no more 
than justice. He allies himself with 
those who denounce wartime profit. 
eering, exploitation of the neadsof 
the city consumer, and the playing of 
politics by selfish blocs who care little 
what happens to the common good. 

If such elemental justice is secured 
for the farmer, the home on the farm 
will become the greatest beneficiary 
thereof. Means will allow, then, to 
make the farm home more than a 
place where to eat and sleep after a 
hard day's labor; it will became a 
place of education and culture, with 
incentives to develop in leisure hours, 
especially in long winter' months, lost 
arts of home-handicraft; literature, 
music, and art will be given their 
rightful place in the farm home fash
ioned after the best traditions of our 
forebears here and abroad. The farm 
will be made a place of beauty and 
will be loved for it, for, in the words 
of Lacordaire, only beauty can be 
loved. Slums of rural America, the 
disgrace of God's beautiful country
side, will disappear if justice for the 
farmer is made to prevail -there. 

War is always attended by very 
s,eriousdislocations. The most nO-
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are those that accompany 
of populations. Lured on by 

iarge wages paid in the defense 
'.f;:';~tI";trle:s. tens of thousands of farm 

diU ..... ·'~~ 
are leaving the countryside 

the city. The problems arising 
this migration of families are 

grave for both city and country, !or 
the former, because of. the r~sultI?g 
congestion of populatIOn WIth. Its 
attendant problems of housmg, 
health, and transportation, as well as 
problems for. church, school, and so
cial agencies; and for the latter, be
cause of the bleeding of rural vil
lages, towns, and cities of its man
power, with grave consequences for 
institutions established there, espe
cially for church and school. 

When the war has been brought to 
a victorious conclusion, the migration 
of our population will go into reverse 
as it did after the last World War. 
Large numbers will want to go back 
to the farms. Farms will not be avail
able. Those that will be available 
will have to be purchased at a price 
possibly too large for many people, 
especially for young men anxious. to 
farm. The land settlement proble~ 
for returning soldiers and defense 
workers will be among the gravest the 
country will have to face. Plans 
should be made now to solve the 
problem. To wait until the end of 
the war will be too late. The Cana
dian government is now preparing 
its land settlement plans. We should 
do likewise. 

In their essentials, these plans 
should providi for the ownership of 
family-sized farms; for long-term re
payments of loans at reasonable rates 
of interest; and for such other gov
ernmental aid as may be necessary 
to give capable and willing farm 
youth a good start on the land. Lat
est figures show that farmers have 
an admirable record relative to the 
repayment of governmental loans. 
The losses are astonishingly small. 
In the by and large, the farmer is 

honest, trustworthy, ,and thrifty. To 
extend to him adequate but reason
able help will redound to the com
mon good 'of the nation. 

In formulating land settlement leg
islation, consideration will have to be 
given to a revision of antiquate~ 
and inequitable land tenure laws. To 
prevent land from being loaded down, 
in every recurring generation of farm
ers, with burdensome loans, mortgage 
limitations should be placed upon the 
holdings of family farmsteads. Loans 
on land should be allowed only with 
very definite limitations and for the 
purpose solely of improving the land 
and the buildings thereon, while 
chattel mortgages should be definitely 
restricted to necessary current oper
ations. Such loan limitations, apart 
from other beneficial results, will 
prevent speculation in land, as well 
as the draining off of the land's 
wealth for purposes other than farm
ing. Cooperative enterprises and 
other measures that will bring se
curity, independence, and well-being 
to the great group of present and 
prospective tenants should be en
couraged. 

"The rapid increase of tenant farm
ers during the past half century is 
significant evidence," Henry Wal
lace wrote when secretary of agricul
ture, "that we have fallen short of 
achieving the traditional ideals of 
owner-operated farms." These ideals 
must be translated into a practical 
reality. Unless this is done, democ
racy will not be saved. Democracy 
thrives best if it has its roots deep 
in the soil. Democracy's institutions 
must be securely based on productive 
ownership. Without such ownership 
the nation will be a nation, not of free 
men, but of slaves. Free men only 
can direct successfully and securely 
the institutions of democracy. A 
healthy agrarianism is democracy's 
best safeguard. 

. The Church, too, has much to gain 
from sound agrarianism. The goods 
of this earth, as Pius XI noted in his 
"Rleconstruction of the Social Order", 
are not only no hindrance but a singu
lar help to virtue provided they are 
used with prudence. Furthermore, 
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religion still holds an honored place 
in the farm home. Catholic farmer.s 
are deeply interested in their rural 
parishes. That is evident particularly 
in the prosperous farm areas of the 
Middle West. It is important that 
the Church be strengthened on the 
countryside. Catholicism i~ prepon
derently urban. . According to the 
1936 Census of Religious Bodies in 
the United States, 80 per cent of 
the Catholics live in cities. Only one 

, of every five Catholics is in the coun
try. Yet, a steady stream of farm 
youth marches off to the city. It is 
important, therefore, that good re
ligious training be given them before 
they leave their farm home to become 
a Part of urban Catholic life. 

From the very beginning the Con
ference luis sought to meet this prob
lem by assisting, through Diocesan 
Rural Life Bureaus, in the building 
and maintenance of Catholic rural 
schools; encouraging religious in
struction throughout the school year; 
providing vacation schools; and de
veloping religious correspondence 
courses for' the winter months. ' A 
vast mission field lies at our door. 
We must use the opportunities as the 
Lord presents them to us. The Home 
Missioners of America are breaking 
ground in tl1is virginal soil with the 
promise of rich spiritual harvests . 

Great progress has been made by 
the Conference during the past year. 
A National Home Office has been 
opened at Des Moines. The former 
"Catholic Rural Life Bulletin" now 
appears under a new name,expres-
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sive of its main purpose, "Land and 
Home". Msgr. Ligutti has traveled 
thousands of miles addressing priests, 
seminarians, and sisters; attending 
conferences and conventions, Catholic 
and non-Catholic; appearing on pub
lic forums and at meetings in agri
cultural colleges; cooperating with 
governmental agencies for the promo
tion of sound agrarianism in the 
United States. The four Rural Life 
Schools held at Bay St. Louis, Mis
sissippi; St. Louis, Missouri; Atchi
son, Kansas, and Collegeville, Min
nesota, have been a success beyond 
expectation. Their success has 
brought further requests for the hold
ingof similar schools in other parts 
of the United States. 

T4e Conference is held in high 
regard in the United States. It is 
cQnsidered to be the foremost· relig
iQuS group in the field of agrarianism 
in our country. It has th respect and 
confidence of State as well as Fed
eral Government officials. Its agra
rian philosophy, as expressed suc
cinctly in the "Manifesto on Rural 
Life," has won nationwide accept
ance. 

The Conference is especially grate~ 
ful to the Bishops of the United 
States for the support and encour
agement they are giving its program. 
Without their generous help the Con
ference would have to give up, or at 
least seriously restrict, its work in 
behalf of good rural life. 

To Bishop Schlarmann and his 
faithful flock of clergy, religious, and 
laity, the Conference expresses sin
eere and heartfelt appreciation of 
their deep and cooperative interest 
in the high purposes of the Confer
ence. This year's Convention in the 
Diocesan See of Peoria is held under 
most difficult circumstances. Yet, it 
promises to be the most outstanding 
convention in the history of the Con
ference. We are grateful to them for 
their sponsoring the Convention while 
dark war clouds are hanging over our 
heads. We are confident that new life 
will pulse through the Conference as 
a result of this year's Convention. 

To all present here we express pro
found thanks for the heartening co
operation that is extended us for the 
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difficult work that lies ,ahead. We 
plead for your continued suppOrt. 
We as~ you to join us in member
ship in the Conference, in order 
that God may be better glorified 
in the realm of the nature He cre
ated and in order that our nation 
may prosper under the ideals we seek 
to uphold for a stronger and happier 
America. God bless us all in these 
trying times and extend His hand of 

protection, especially over OUr 
and women who are holding 
ica's battle flags high in order that 
that is good in Christian ... >VIIl.,.·., ••• 

may live and prosper. 

* * 
WHY? 

"When Johnny's calf DeCOlmo,~ 
daddy's horse, that's when 
moves off the farm. II 

THIS BRIGHT NOVEMBER 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

All afternoon I have heard the sound 
Of corn on the bansboards, of wheels on the ground. 

I know how it goes down the brown field's length: 
How the old mother mare and her three-year colt, 

She for steadiness, he for strength, 
Straddle the rows to the wagon's jolt. 

I know how the picker, no longer young, 
Moves with a resolute, steady pace, 

Bending and reaching to ears mid-hung, 
Snapping them rightward with practiced grace; 

Right to the high-backed rocking wain 
Where they batter and rattle like angry words, 

Where they ricochet like an angry rain 
Of driven bullets against the boards •. 

(But what of him of the agile wrist, 
Of the strong young body and strong brown hand, 

Of the catchy whistle and face frost-kissed, 
Who last-year autumn husked out this land: 

Him of the open and eager look, 
Who counted these acres his own to keep, 

And now with a gun for a husking hook 
Reaps the strangest harvest a man could reap?) 

This bright November I hear, with pain, 
The wagon rock on the frozen rut, 

The hurled ears beat on the high-backed wain 
Like frantic fists on a door locked shut. 

All afternoon I have borne the sound 
Of guns on the skyline, of tanks on the ground. 
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MBOLIC PLOWING 

l~~B()wen, Ph. D. 

I
T IS good that in these days' of 

pain some of us are turning to 
agriculture, not only as an economic 
safeguard, but because we believe 
labor on the soil to be the best means 
oiachieving the balanced life. Neith
er the victors nor the victims ·of in
dustrialism ,are likely to find the in
ner peace which is more necessary to 
happiness than material comforts. 
Spiritual satisfaction, on the other 
hand, is the farmer's most important 
reward, and it is derived largely from 
the completeness of a life spent in 
helping other life to grow. It is still 
widely held of course that the agri
culturist is cut off from "the finer 
things," and for such poisonous 
thought there may well be an anti
dote in the symbolism attached by 
mediaeval philosophers to the art of 
ploughing, only one of the many arts 
a farmer has to master. 

Hugo of St. Victor, who lived in 
the twelfth century, is among the 
outstanding Catholic thinkers in his
tory, and he was a man of great in
fluence among his contemporaries. He 
once gave a sermon on the symbolism 
of the plow and of ploughing. Hugo's 
explanation may be found time and 
time again in the works of other 
mediaeval writers, but his sermon was 
so complete in itself that it is re
peated here in summary. 

Hugo's discourse was based on two 
Scriptural quotations, both of which 
assumed the inherent analogies of 
farm work to the world of spirit. 
From the one hundred twenty-fifth 
Psalm he took his first text. "They 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy." 
He chose his second text from the 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
"He who soweth sparingly, shall also 
:eap sparingly: and he who soweth 
In blessings shall also reap blessings." 
In his exposition of the selected pas
sages Hugo said that we should sow 

much and well if we desire to reap 
. much and well, and that the spirit

uality of the farmer's work could best 
be understood by an allegorical in
terpretation of the plow and of 
ploughing. 

The mediaeval plow was not . like 
those used today. It consisted of two 
wheels supporting a fr~me to which 
was fixed the plowshare and from 
which sprang the cloven handles held 
by the plowman. Extending in front 
of the frame was the long line or 
hagia to which the oxen were bound. 
The number of oxen varied, but gen
erally there were ten of them making 
five pairs. Each animal was burdened 
with a yoke, held in place by chains, 
and the driver drove them with a 
whip. 

The frame of the plow, said Hugo, 
on which everything else depends. 
signifies faith which is the begin
ning of all other virtues. The long 
line, the hagia, is the symbol of hope, 
for it is written in Isaias that you 
"have hoped in the Lord evermore, in 
the Lord God mighty forever." The 
double haft reminds us of charity, 
for what we hold in our right hand 
we use to help our friends, and what 
we hold in our left we use to help 
our enemies. The wheels of the plow 
designate the two Testaments touch
ing the earth literally in their lower 
part and rising up through allegory 
toward the heavens. The plow, by 
which the earth is divided and 
opened, indic!ltes reason and intellect -
searching through the secrets of cre-
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ation and the hidden meanings of 
Scripture. The yoke expresses the 
burden of fear placed upon our minds 
that they may not be raised against 
God, and the chains remind us of the 
precepts of the divine laws. Con
cerning the despiser of this yoke and 
these chains, it was written in J ere
mias that thou "has burst my bonds; 
and thou saidst: I will not serve." 

The five pair of oxen represent the 
five senses by which we live and 
work, and the whip symbolizes the 
sting of restraint. 

The ploughed land too has its own 
symbols. The soil is ourselves, and 
as we enrich the fields by placing on 
them compost material-the word 
used is fimus-so should we benefit 
our lives by repentant memory of 
our sins, thereby changing the carnal 
and bestial into life-giving strength. 
The fertilized land is made ready for 
the seed as we are prepared in our 
souls to bring forth spiritual fruit. 

The real importance of Hugo's ser
mon is to show the spiritual signifi
cance of the most commonplace task. 
If we cannot turn ordinary, hand
soiling work into a ladder reaching 
toward contemplation; if we cannot 
realize that culture is skill in useful 
labor, we are in danger of becoming 
tea-mumblers and ritualists. Surely 
no man can fully participate in the 
Mass until he has striven in one 
way or another "to sow seeds with 
tenderness and reap the harvest with 
joy." Christ experienced many years 
of physical labor before he offered 
the first Eucharist, and it was He 
who said, as "a man sows, so shall 
he reap." 

After all, speaking figuratively of 
course, the liturgy, like charity, "be
gins at home," and there is no better 
place to have a home than on the 
farm. 
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PANCAKES, WEINERS 
AND COFFEE 

AlbeIt Eisele 

A BURLY and elderly man, 
wearing an overcoat that was 

green with age, was walking down 
the street. He walked with the 
steady stride of a man who knew 
just where he was going. He came 
to where there was a freshly-painted 

. banner that read, "Annual Meeting 
Farmers' Cooperative Creamery 
Ass'n. Free Pancakes I Everybody 
Welcome I" He went inside the 
creamery. 

He did not pause on the first floor, 
where were the vats and churns, but 
went up a flight of stairs that led 
to an assembly hall on the second and 
final floor. The corridor that led to 
the assembly hall was packed with 
people who stood in waiting for their 
turn at the free lunch. A few women 
were there, but mainly the crowd was 
of men, farmers for the most part, 
with a sprinkling of townsfolk and 
white collars. 

The crowd in the corridor inche~ 
along toward a doorway, beyond 
which, in a comer directly inside the 
hall, were seven or eight men in 
white aprons. Two long griddles were 
set end to end and on them was 
browning a sea of pancakes. The man 
in the green coat came presently to 
one of the griddles. A large fat man 
took up a pancake turner, wiped it 
meticulously clean, and then, begin
ning at the end of the griddle, took 
up three pancakes and deposited them 
on the paper plate held out by the 
man in the green coat. The man in 
the green coat shuffled on, and pretty 
soon another man in a white apron 
fished two large pats of butter from 
a pail of clear cold water and placed 
them' on the smoking cakes. A third 
man contributed a weiner sandwich, 
and a fourth a tin of coffee. There 
were some long tables in the hall;' 

the man in the green coat took his 
plate of food and sat down at one ' 
of the tables. On the table was syrup 
for the pancakes, also cream and 
sugar for the coffee. 

The man in the green coat ate his 
food, then got up and went outdoors . 
A northwest wind was blowing-yes
terday had been gray and sleety, with 
clumps of snow and ice sliding from 
the trees, but the weather was turn
ing colder and the ice-crusted trees 
of the town were beginning to crackle 
in the wind. The man in the green 
coat took a fill of good fresh air and 
then went indoors again and took his 
place in the line of people waiting 
to be served. 

He got a second helping, ate it, 
went outdoors for fresh air, and then 
for the third time took his place in 
the waiting line. But by this time 
some sort of flurry had seized upon 
the group of men in the white aprons. 

"Hey, Jack I " one of them called 
to another, "can't you make pan
cakes that will fill a man up?" 

Jack was the fat man at the grid
dles; he called back: "This time I'll 
give him six pancakes, and I want 
the order doubled all along the line." 

The fat man then took up six 
pancakes and dumped them on the 
plate of the burly and elderly man 
whose overcoat was green with age. 
"There you are, Fred." said the fat 
man; "wintering pretty well, Fred?" 

The man in the green coat made 
no reply but moved on down the line, 
where they heaped his plate high 
with double portions of weiner sand
wiches and pats of butter-then he 
tramped out to a table near the 
center of the hall, sat down and 

began to eat. Behind him the . 
in the white aprons were 
some laughed, others were 
angry. 

"How many times has that 
been around?" one asked. 

"Three I" said the fat man at 
griddles, who was also the CO(JIDerllt 

association's president. "He 
up one plate, then he goes out 
side door and gets back into 
again. We're all pleased with 
turnout we've had today and I 
that the people are just as 
pleased with the eats we've 
but when a man comes around 
and wants his plate filled three 
why that's just more than I 
standI" 

"Maybe Fred's on a diet?" 
the secretary. (The association's 
cers, together with the bu1tter'maker/ 
and his assistants, were the ones who 
had donned the white aprons and 
were doing the serving.) 

"This time," said the vice presi. 
dent, "we're going to give Fred 
enough to eat-we're going to give 
him something that'll stick to his 
ribs tighter than Abraham's ram!" 

"If he was a hog he'd be chasing 
chickens all dayl" 

"If he was a hog?" 

"He'll walk six miles to a farm 
sale just to get some free lunch!" 

It was the association's officers who 
were being vocal, for they all were 
farmers, chosen from the ranks and, 
as such, blissfully unmindful of the 
business dictum that the customer 
was always right. The buttermaker 
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seemed exasperated at the 
in the green coat, but took the 
thing with professional calm. 

"Moriey in the bank and owns 
twelve or fifteen houses here in 
town!" declared the president hotly 
and loudly. "Why, he was up here 
this morning before we had the grid
dles hot-he was up here before I 
was!" The president's voice trem
bled, and on his rotund face was a 
Bush that was not altogether due to 
the heat of the griddles. 

"Never hauled a pound of cream 
to the creamery in all his life!" de
clared the treasurer. 

"Eats oleo-except when he can 
get butter free!" said the secretary. 

"This time we're going to fill him 
up!" said the vice president. "Here! 
fix him up a couple more plates!
stack 'em up with pancakes and hot
dogs!-put bangboards on the plates! 
-let's fill him up till he can't hardly 
walk out of here!" 

"Yes, and I'll make him a special 
pancake!" the president announced, 
"-gimme that batter pitcher I If he 
can't eat this one he can take it home 
and use if for a bed quilt! It'll be 
an extra special pancake!" He took 
a full pitcher of batter and poured 
the whole of it upon a hot griddle and 
spread it about into a pancake that 
measured roughly three feet by two. 
The spectacle of this huge viand 
somehow mollified the president, and 
he became reminiscent: "At home mv 
mother always made us boys pa~
cakes, and no matter how many we 
ate there was always a pancake for 
the dog. Yes sir, the last pancake 
was always for the dog, and it was 
always a big one. Of course, some
times pa was still hungry and ate the 
pancake away from poor Fido, but 
as a general rule that last pancake 
Was always a big one, and it was 
always for the dog. A pancake for 
the dog, yes sir, a pancake for the 
dog." 

The buttermaker and his assistants 
chuckled and the officers remained 
angry, but all were engrossed with 
t~e man in the green coat and they 
dISCUssed him a~ they would have 

. discussed an immediate catastrophe 
like a flood or storm. They set about 
fixing up two extra plates: "Here's 
another sandwich!" said the 'vice 
president, "-it's got four weiners 
in it-big fat ones!" "And here's 
more butter!" said the secretary as 
he fished another handful of pats 
from the pail of clear cold water. And 
when the two extra plates were piled 
so high that no more would stay on, 
the secretary and the treasurer took 
them out to the man in the green coat 
and placed them on the table one at 
each elbow. 

The hall by now was no longer 
crowded; only farmers, stockholders 
in the cooperative creamery, re
mained; they had finished eating 
and were waiting for the business 
meeting which was to follow. The 
four officers were as nettled as ever 
and from behind their serving table 
began now to call across the floor 
to the man in the green coat. 

"Getting enough to eat, Fred?" 
jeered the president. 

"There's more left, Fred-now 
don't you be bashful!" said the sec
retary. 

"You should have worn a false 
mustache that last time, Fr~d, then 
we wouldn't of knowed you!" said 
the treasurer. 

"Like old Farmer Burns!" said the 
president. "There was once a wrestler 
with a carnival offering ten dollars 
to anybody who could stay with him 
fifteen minutes. Old Farmer Bums 
was in the crowd, and he went up and 
flopped the bum and collected the 
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ten dollars. Then the old Farmer 
put on a false mustache and flopped 
the bum again. Then he put on a 
putty nose and flopped him again, but 
that time his nose came off and the 
game was up. Well, Fred, here's your 
pancake!" and so saying the presi~ 
dent hung the huge pancake over one 
arm, like a small rug, and took it 
over to the man in the green coat. 
The waiting farmers by. this time had 
caught the meaning of the whole epi
sode and were telling one another 
gleefully, "That's Fred Boeler, rich 
old cuss-he came around three 
times, and this time they're trying to 
fill him up! Ho! hoI hoI" 

The officers continued to fire re
marks to their customer who was 
wrong. 

"Don't go away hungry, Fred!" 

"Think you can stand it, Fred, till 
the rent comes in from a couple of 
your houses?" 

"If you like our vittles, Fred, tell 
others-if you don't like 'em, tell 
us! " 

"Somebody tie a log chain arou~d 
his middle-when the chain busts, 
he's full-hurray!" 

But the man in the green coat stuck 
to his guns, as indeed might be ex
pected of a man who had accumulated 
a string of fifteen houses in town and 
money besides. He moved nearer to 
the table, humped himself more defi
nitely over his plate and turned his 
dark, deep-set eyes exclusively upon 
his food. The remarks of the officer$ 
he ignored, as also he ignored the 
farmers who were now taking ringside 
seats in.a rough circle around him. 
He devoured pancake after pancake 
and sandwich after sandwich, and the 
farmers began to speCUlate on the 
outcome, even to place bets, with 
the odds three to one that he would 
fail to eat everything that had been 
set before him. 
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Five minutes passed, and then it 
was evident that the man in the green 
coat was having trouble. It was 
longer between mouthfuls; his fork 
and his knife waved uncertainly in 
the air; it seemer hard for him to 
swallow. At last he paused and stared 
at the pancakes and sandwiches that 
were still stacked plentifully before 
him, and stared at the president's 
enormous pancake, still untouched. 

But he rallied, and deliberately and 
with a stout heart ate six or seven 
pats of the yellow and rich creamery 
butter (the buttermaker had won 
over thirty prizes with it). But that 
was his final gesture. The end had 
come. Some farmer with a deep voice 
said, "That time they fixed him I " 
The glutton arose, pushed his chair 
back away from the table and grinned 
at I;me section of his gallery with an 

expression that was as foolish and as 
empty· as his stomach was full. lie 
dropped both hands, the palms out
ward, pushed them in the direction 
of the remaining unconquered fOOd 
as if to say, "The pity of it! Th~ 
pity of it I" and then, amid a gale of 
laughter and whistles and jeers 
walked heavily across the hall, out 
of the door and down the flight of 
steps that led to the street. 

WHAT EVERY PASTOR SHOULD KNOW* 

CONCENTRATED ownership 
and control of land by an ever- . 

lessening number of persons is dan
gerous to our democratic institutions. 
To get the land into the ownership 
and control of the farmers who till it 
is a gigantic undertaking that must 

,be done. More people must be an
chored to the soil, and they must be 
made economically successful, and 
therefore secure and happy. The task 
is naturally a hard one because the 
people have to a large degree lost the 
love of the land and the knowledge 
of man's affinity to the land. 

The first responsibility of the Pas
tor in this great and unendhig. under
taking is to help restore a love of 
the land in the heart of the people. 
Mother· earth produces all the food 
and fiber which man must have. She 
feeds him and clothes him while here 
but far t.oo often the fields are raped 
and bled white by his rapacious greed. 
Led on by the lust for profit, he gam
bles with market conditions over 
which he positively has no control, 
leaches and erodes his land, milks its 
productivity from it, and has al
ready destroyed and abandoned 50,-
000,000 acres. He moves on to newer 
acres to exploit and despoil. His cut, 
burn and slash policy with the timber 

* A chapter from "Rural Life Directors 
Guide"--to be published by the N. O. R. L. O. 
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resources has denuded the hills, dried 
up the springs and turned millions of 
running streams into sand creeks. 

This policy of despoilation brings 
drouths and drouths bring disaster. 
To bring to an end the era of rape 
and rapine against the land, the 
United States Department of Agri
culture with its new-born policies of 
conservation and rehabilitation of 
both men and the land, is courageous
ly and magnificently rising to the 
challenge. It is necessary for the 
rural pastor, if he is to render the 
fullest measure of helpfulness to his 
parishioners, to become conversant 
with the operation of the Department 
of Agriculture and its economic, sci
entific and educational programs 
which are designed to help establish a 
security on the land and an adequate 
and satisfying rural culture. 

All pastors, both rural and urban, 
should not only understand what 
these programs are, but should under
stand the mechanics of their admin
istration. Pastors should be informed 
of the best methods by which the 
people of the parish can avail them
selves of the opportunities and assist
ance offered by the programs. 

To best understand the programs 
of the Department of Agriculture, it 

is advantageous to know something 
about the Department itself, some
thing of its origin and its background. 
The Department of Agriculture did 
not just happen by· accident. It did 
not, like Topsy, just grow. It came 
into being only after a hundred years 
of discussion, debate, experimenta
tion, by prominent and influential 
men of the times, and eventually by 
the even more powerful influence of 
organized farmers. 

George Washington was long a 
leader in all agricultural activities in 
the Colonies. He inherited from his 
brother the Mount Vernon Estate on 
the Potomac River in Virginia and 
moved to it in 1759. His main 
thought and "greatest ambition was 
to be a successful farmer." His cor
respondence and writings on the sub
ject of agriculture fill many large 
volumes. He experimented with every 
known crop, with all methods of til
lage, and with every known method 
of . fertilization of the soil. Even in 
his time, the farmers being exploited 
themselves, and with no power to set 
prices in either the commodities they 
sold or bought, exploited the land. 
Washington was much disturbed by 
the erosion and leaching of the land 
throughout the Colonies. While look
ing for a new farm manager for his 
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own plantation at Mount Vernon, he 
said he wanted one: 

tlabove all, Midas like, who can con
vert everything he touches into ma
nure as the first transmutation toward 
gold. In a word, one who can bring 
worn out and gullied lands into good 
tillage." 

He experimented and practiced 
with every type of crop rotation that 
he could devise. 

He made an effort to improve 
the plow from the old wooden mold
board, duck bill type. He did in fact 
invent a very good plow, of which 
he wrote after trying it out, "She an
swered very well." 

He was the very first colonist to 
raise mules in the Colonies of North 
America, having secured a jack and 
jennets from the king of Spain. 

He was the first man to raise sheep 
in Virginia. 

He early learned the characteristics 
of leguminous plants and experi
mented with Lucerne, the early name 
for alfalfa. He practiced and experi
mented in making fertilizers and com
posts with every known organic sub
stance. He also established formulas 
for the use of marle and of river mud 
as a mixed fertilizer. 

He made his own lime; he said, "to 
sweeten the soil." 

He improved the first old barrel
type drill for seeding grain •. 

He remade the only kind of harrow 
then in use. 

He loved the land and decried the 
spoilation of it and was everlastingly 
engaged in an effort to maintain its 
fertility and improve its productive 
capacity. On August 6, 1788, he 
wrote to his friend Arthur Young, 
considered the greatest agricultural 
authority in the world up to his time: 

liThe system of agriculture, if the 
epithet can be applied to it, which is 
in use in this part of the United 
States, is as unproductive to tke prac
titioners as it is ruinous to tke land
holders. Yet it is pertinaciously ad
hered to. To forsake it, to pursue II 

course of husbandry which is alto
gether different and new to the gazing 
public ever averse to novelty in mat
ters of this sort and much attacked 
to the old customs, requires resolu
tion and without a good practical 
guide may be dangerous . .•• Your 
annals shall be this guide." 

On December 4, 1788, three years 
after he became a member of "The 
Philadelphia Society for the Promo
tion of Agriculture," the first farm 
organization formed in North Amer
ica, he wrote Arthur Young again: 

liThe more I am acquainted with 
agricultural affairs, the better 1 am 
pleased with them. In indulging in 
these feelings, I am led to reflect how 
much more delightful to an unde
bauched mind is the task of making 
improvements on the earth, than all 
the vain glory which can be acquired 
from ravishing it." 

W ashingtonsensed the need of long 
tenure for tenants on the land and 
offered to make leases for fifteen or 
eighteen years. He offered to cut his 
five large adjoining plantations up. 
into smaller farms. He even sug
gested that the tenants might farm 
the land as a "society" if they chose, 
thus evidencing the fact that in that 
far distant past, he even had ideas of 
"cooperative farming." 
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Sir John Sinclair of England was 
the chairman of "The Board of Agri
culture" of Great Britain. Sir John 
explained by letter to Washington the 
plan of· this, perhaps first, Depart
ment of Agriculture in any country 
in the world. He received from 
Washington a letter of July 20, 1794, 
commending Sinclair for the work he 
was doing. Washington said, how
ever: 

lilt will be some time 1 fear before 
an agricultural society with Congres
sional Aids will be established in the 
United States. We must walk, as oth
er countries have done, before we can 
run. Smaller societies must prepare 
tke way for greater ones. An attempt 
as you perceive by the enclosed out
lines, of a plan, to establish a State 
Society in Pennsylvania for agricul
tural improvement. If it succeeds it 
will be a step in the ladder of prog
ress." 

Thomas Jefferson also had much to 
do with the historical background in 
which the Department of Agriculture 
is rooted. 

Jefferson was born on the frontier 
of colonial Virginia. The frontier was 
agricultural and, therefore, was emi
nently practical in the economy of 
family sufficiency which then pre
vailed. The roots of the frontier like 
its native sons were imbedded in an 
agricultural background. 

As a farmer Jefferson sought to 
make Monticello, his plantation 
manor, profitable, as well as self
sufficient. This fact, together with his 
scientific inclinations, resulted in 
Monticello actually becoming a pro-. 
gressive experimental farm where new 
machinery, new farm methods and 
new crops were tried out under Jeffer
son's own supervision. Oyer a period 
of time he grew as many as thirty-two 
varieties of vegetables at Monticello. 
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He also attempted to domesticate and 
acclimatize literally scores of plants, 
shrubs, and trees. It was Jefferson 
himself who first invented an iron 
moldboard plow with interchangeable 
parts. This was a tremendous achieve
ment and revolutionized the whole 
tillage practice. He wrote a "Farm 
Book". His "Garden Book" is a gem. 
Tp Jefferson, agriculture was more 
than an occupation. It was to him a 
"way of life". He believed that way 
of life developed certain social vir
tues that were peculiar to the tillers 
of the soil. Agriculture and the 
strange ministrations of Nature's 
God, was the basis of his philosophy 
and the source of his strength. De
mocracy itself and the principle of 
majority rule spring from the soil, 
and Jefferson well knew this. His love 
of the land and his feet in the soil 
made his crusade successful for the 
Republic, for freedom, for Democ
racy and for the human bill of rights. 
He had to win. 

He wrote to John Jay on August 
23, 1785, about the farmers. He said: 

"Cultivators of the earth are the 
most valuable citizens. They are the 
most vigorous, the most independent, 
the most virtuous, arid they are tied 
to their country and wedded to its lib
erty and interests by the most lasting 
bonds." 

. Jefferson, while serving as the Am
bassador to France, wrote to Lafay
ette who was still in this country, on 
April 1787, and told of his travels 
in· France. He said: 

"In the great cities I go to see what 
travellers think worthy of being seen, 
but I tnake a job of it and generally 
gulp it down in a day. On the other 
hand I am never satisfied wit" ram
bling through the fields and farms, 
examining the culture and cultivators 
with a degree of curiosity which 
makes some take me to be a fool and 
others to be much wiser than I am." 

He told of the 21-year farm leases 
in England and of the three,- six- or 
nine-year leases in France. He ex~ 

plained that long time leases always 
resulted in better soil treatment and 
that the result of the shorter leases 
always meant poorer or worn out soil. 
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He wrote to G~orge Washington on 
May 14, 1794, and complained that 
being away to France for so long as 
our Ambassador to that country had 
permitted the overseers of his land to 
impoverish and erode his soil. He 
wrote: "I have determined on a divi
sion of my farm into six fields to be 
put under rotation." During the Na
poleonic wars Jefferson had been able 
to secure a number of Merino sheep, 
the first in America, for the Colonists 
in Massachusetts and a few for Vir
ginia. He and President Madison had 
attempted to work out a plan of sup
plying breeding stock of this im
proved breed of sheep to the farmers 
in Virginia and had at last arrived at 
a policy with their own small flocks 

which depicts their untiring zeal to 
advance the cause of agriculture. On 
May 13, 1810, Jefferson wrote to 
President Madison and outlined in 
detail the plan of assisting farmers to 
acquire Merinos. He said: 

"Give all the full blooded tnales we 
can raise to the different counties of 
our state, one to each, as fast as we 
can furnish them." 

He wrote to C. W. Peale on August 
20, 1811, in which he disclosed his 
never ending love of the land. He 
wrote: 

"i have often thought that if heav
en had given me a choice of my posi
~ion and calling,-it should have been 
on a rich spot of the earth, well wat
ered and near a good market for the 
production of the garden." 

Jefferson was one of the first of 
the large farmers to adapt contour 
farming to his sloping lands and a 
system of bedding the washing hill
sides to prevent erosion. He wrote to 
Tristram Delton op. May 2, 1817, 

that his son-in-law, Col. T. M. Ran. 
dolph, had successfully practiced 
these erosion preventives for IS years. 

Congressman ~braham LinCOln 
may have been influenced to take up 
the cudgel of·· battle for agriculture 
by having been invited to make an 
address before the Wisconsin Society 
of Agriculture on September 30, 1859. 
In that address he stressed the bene. 
fits of agricultural fairs becausehesaid 
it enabled farmers to make mutual ex. 
change of agricultural discovery in. 
formation and knowledge; so that at 
the end "all may know everything 
which may have been known to but 
one or to but a few at the beginning." 
In Lincoln's first message to Congress 
after being elected to the Presidency 
in 1860, he set the stage for the estab. 
lishment of the United States Depart. 
ment of Agriculture. In the message 
he called attention to one clerk in 
the Bureau of Patents whose work 
was agricultural: 

"Agriculture," his message reads, 
"confessedly the largest interest of 
the nation, has not a department nor 
a bureau, but a clerkship only as· 
signed to it in the government. While 
it is fortunate that this great interest 
is so independent in its nature as to 
not have demanded and extorted more 
from the government, I respectfully 
ask Congress to consider whether 
something more can not be given vol
untarily with general advantage
While I make no suggestions as to 
details, I venture the opinion that an 
agricultural and statistical bureau 
might profitably be organized." 

Under the political influence of 
many State Agricultural Societies and 
the National Society of Agriculture, 
the first farm organization in the 
nation, Congress did pass a law which 
established the department, but not 
as an executive branch of the gov
ernment. The law was· passed on 
May 15, 1862, and the President re
ferred to it at length in his second 
annual message. The department, 
though making much progress in the 
scientific field of agriculture, was not 
represented in the cabinet .or given 
th{) l standing of being an executive 
branch of the government until 1889. 
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OLE WHEAT 

'.' the farmer appreciates his 
Jo8al function and dignity there "ill come to him a clearer under
~tanding of his just demands. He 
b8.s a right to participate in the 
national prosperity in the measure of 
his service. He will leave off asking 
for privileges, dangerous bounties, 
and preferred treatment, and will talk 
about his native rights.' He wants to 
be a servant in our Democracy and 
colltribute his full share to its well
being. He must not yield to the 
temptation of exaggerated individ
ualism. He is part of a whole, a so
cial minister. Never should he ex
aggerate his claims to the injury of 
the whole nation. More and more he 
must assume the full burden of citi
zenship. And he asks a fair living 
and recompense. The reason for his 
asking is so simple that it must con
vince all of us. He serves in an im
portant function his country, and for 
this service he has the right to a fair 
return or living. Or put it this way! 
Agriculture is creative of national 
wealth. Unlike money in the hands 
of the banker, which of itself is un
productive, land in the hands of the 
farmer creates new wealth. There
fore, agriculture has the right to its 
fair portion of the national income. 

ARCHBISHOP STRITCH 

The land! That is where our roots 
are. There is the basis of our physi
cal life. The farther we get away 
from the land, the greater our inse
curity. From the land comes every
thing that supports life, everything 
we use for the service of physical life. 
The land has not collapsed or shrunk 
in either extent or productivity. It is 
there waiting to tide us across any 
local dislocation of economic condi
tions. No unemployment insurance 
can be compared to an alliance be
tween man and a plot of land. 

HENRY FORD 

, The great cause of inequality in 
the distribution of wealth is inequal
ity in the ownership of land. The 
ownership of the land is the great 
fundamental fact which ultimately 
determines the social, the politiCal, 
and consequently the intellectual and 
moral condition of a people. 

HENRY GEORGE 

When the Bulgarian peasant says, 
"Without neighbors, nothing is pos
sible," or "God help those who have 
bad neighbors," he is speaking from 
a rich social experience and as a rep
resentative of the agricultural village, 
that type of social organization which 
has persisted for centuries in spite of 
the gravest political and economic 
upheavals. 

IRWIN T. SANDERS and 
T. W. SPICER 
The Christian Rural 
Fellowship Bulletin 

One of our greatest troubles right 
now is that avery large number of 
people are specializing on the thought 
of how to get more money. They go 
about it in various ways, but special
izing on the idea that money is the 
most important thing to get, is cer
tainly featuring the wrong incentive. 
Money does not make for a satis
factory or well-balanced life. . . . 
Those of us who have little will get 
much more out of life than those who 
acquire sufficient wealth to add to 
the complications of living. 

MADISON COOPER 

In its profoundest sense farming is 
the civilization you carry in your soul 
as you plow the dirt and manage the 
flocks and fields. 

JOHN M. BREWSTER 
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This Cooperativ.e Movement will 
solve our problems, and give us a new 
order conforming with justice and 
charity in the sense that the Church 
intends it. 

ARCHBISHOP CHARBONNEAU 

Nature never hurries; atom by 
atom, little by little, she achieves her 
work. The lesson one learns in fishing, 
yachting, hunting, or planting is the 
manners of Nature-patience with 
the delays of wind and sun, delays of 
the seasons, bad weather, excess or 
lack of water, patience with the slow
ness of our feet, with the parsimony 
of our strength, and with the large
ness of sea and land we must traverSe. 
The farmer times himself to Nature, 
and acquires that lifelong patience 
which belongs to her. 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

The cultivation of the earth is the 
most important labor of man. Un
stable is the future of the cO)lntry 
which has lost its taste for agricul
ture. If there is one lesson of his
tory that is unmistakable, it is that 
national strength lies very near the 
soil. 

DANIEL WEBSTER 

The fundamental source of all 
wealth is land. All wealth is a prod
uct of human labor expended upon 
God's gifts; and those gifts are be
stowed in the land, what it contains 
and what it nourishes. 

DR. WILLIAM TEMPLE, 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

Of all the occupations by which 
gain is secured, none is better than 
agriculture, none more delightful
none more becoming to the dignity 
of a free man. 

CICERO 
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There is a sense in which the farm
er is laudably individualistic and in 
his individualism contributes greatly 
to the social welfare. Farming 
among us is still largely a family 
enterprise, and God grant that it 
will remain a family enterprise. The 
farm is above all a homestead, and 
the farm enterprise a homestead en
dowment. It calls for private owner
ship and individual enterprise, or 
rather family enterprise. On our 
farms the family unit is integral and 
functions as the basic social unit. 
The farmer administers farm and 
family economy, and in fact with 
him they are inseparable. Here we 
have the family functioning as the 
family should function in our cul
ture. Against communism and state 
socialism and in the support of our 
democracy there should be no bul
wark stronger than the farm among 
us. In places where vast land-own
ing and serf farmers have been,found, 
the appeal. of communism and state 
socialism has been strong. Among 
us the family-farm is the right social 
answer to it. Cooperative endeavors 
are good, and a right sense of citi
zenship is necessary on our country
sides, but we must not yield too read
ily to the industrialization of farm 
lands with vast corporative holdings 
and hired labor operation. We must 
keep that precious individualism 
among us which is found in the fam
ily-farm. It is a precious national 
asset and wholly harmonious with 
Religion's concept of farmer dignity. 

ARCHBISHOP STRITCH 

To anyone who lives and works 
with the good earth it brings a new 
pride year after year to sow the new 
crop, to tend it carefully, and to 
harvest it at last. Speaking to you 
as a fellow farmer rather than as 
Secretary of the Treasury, I can as
sure you that one of the great satis
factions of my life is to see the trees 
that I planted on my own farm 25 
years ago grow and blossom and bear 
good fruit. 

HENRy MORGENTHAU, JR. 
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Agriculture is the principal source 
of our wealth. It furnishes more pro
ductive labor, the legitimate source 
of wealth, than all the other employ
ments in society combined. The more 
it is enlightened by science, the more 
abundant will be its products; the 
more elevated its character, the 
stronger the incitements to pursue it. 
Whatever, therefore, tends to en
lighten the agriculturist, tends to in
crease the wealth of the State, and 
the means for the successful prosecu
tion of the other arts, and the science, 
now indispensable to their profitable 
management. 

JESSE BUEL 

The glory of the farmer is that, 
in the division of labors, it is his part 
to create. All trade rests at least on 
his primitive activity. He stands 
close to nature; he obtains fr()m the 
earth the bread and the meat. The 
food which was not, he causes to be. 
The first farmer was the first man, 
and all historic nobility rests on 
possession and use of land. 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

Religion is more at home in the 
country. It is more natural. Of 
course, there are loads of good people 
hi our city churches, but they always 
seem to have "got religion," to have 
been converted. The country man 
wears his religion as natural as his 
overalls, even when he is young. 

A Correspondent 
The Maritime Cooperator 

The farmer is a hoarded capital of 
health, as the farm is the capital of 
wealth; and it is from him that the 
health and power, moral and intel
lectual, of the cities come. The city 
is always recruited from the country. 
The men in cities who are the centers 
of energy, the driving wheels of trade, 
politics, or practical arts, and the 
women of beauty and genius are the 
children of farmers, and are spending 
the energies which their fathers' 
hiardy, silent life accumulated in 
frosty furrows, in poverty, necessity, 
and darkness. 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

The gates of the city have in our 
day been thrown wide open to the 
multitude. Formerly it was necessary 
to serve an apprenticeship before one 
was permitted to labor at a trade but 
machinery has done away ~th 
trades. The workman now is only 
part of the machine. He requires 
little training and less skill. And be
cause anybody can do this work it is 
easy to find people who will do it 
cheaply, and so wages sink until the 
operative receives barely enough to 
keep him from starVation. If, from 
whatever cause, he ceases to work, 
he is at once a pauper; and yet there 
are numbers waiting to take his 
place. 

Then the air of the city, with the 
stir of the multitude and the whirl 
of business and pleasure, intoxicates, 
and men are drawn into the vortex 
by the craving for excitement, which 
is often so great that honor and all 
that is . most precious are sacrificed 
to the indulgence of a fatal appetite. 
Those who desire to lead a life of 
dissipation are drawn to the city by 
the feeling that it will offer them 
better opportunity and greater secu
rity from the consequences of evil
doing; and those who have lost their 
good name are anxious to bury them
selves in the promiscuous crowd from 
the sight of those who know them. 
There are also multitudes of people 
for whom to think or act for them
selves is a weary burden of which 
they are glad to be relieved. They 
ask only that someone hire them, 
and are content to eat the bread of 
servitude. They have no thought 
of the morrow, and never suspect that 
their condition is wretched UIltil no 
one will pay for their labor longer and 
they are left without food or shelter. 
Of these people the city or the factory 
town is the natural home. And then 
there are numbers who, having met 
with some success in smaller places, 
are persuaded that their talent is 
exceptional and demands a wider 
field. The city, too, is the paradise 
of adventurers and speculators, and 
there is the great matrimonial ex
change which calls into play all the 
fine r and subtle powers of woman. 

BISHOP SPALDING 
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N. P. Potatoes 

The war has come to America I The 
North Coast Limited dining car 
serves only one-half baked potato. 
In the days gone by, they needed 
four steel wheels to cart in a whole 
one. Two are all they need now. We 
hope the war will end soon I 

Catholic Families 

A small group of twelve Catholic 
city men-good Catholics, successful 
men, well up in years, were ques
tioned: "How many children in the 
families you came from?" "76." 

"How many in your families?" 
"32." 

Is the Catholic city family dying 
out: YES.· 

Sugar Soldlerettes 

Everywhere along the road on ir
rigated farms of Eastern Montana, 
girls in the fields-little girls, big 
girls - bending, spearing, holding, 
chopping the sugar beets-no uni
forms-no glamour-but a patriotic 
service just the same I 

Farmers Union 

Somehow or other we just like 
these people-membership and lead
ership. They are common mortals, 
taking an interest in the common man 
on a common (not communist), plain, 
family-type farm. That's our inter
est, tool 

Springfield's Fields 

The word neighbor is a derivative 
of "nearby farmer." The Springfield 
Diocese is a neighbor of Peoria. 

The success and the fulfillment of 
the main purposes of the Rural Life 
Convention in Peoria were made pos
sible by a combination of general 
country-wide interest, well-planned 
and organized local effort and neigh
borly cooperation. The Springfield 
Diocese was the rieighborly cooper
ating unit. Led by the Most Rever
end J. A. Griffin, Bishop of Spring
field, and by the Very Reverend 
Monsignor H. B. Schnelten, Dio
cesan Director of Rural Life, arrange
ments were made to have Rural Life 
Exhibit "A" travel around the Dio
cese. 

Exhibit A found out more things 
than he had hoped to: 

1. That a working Diocesan Rural 
Life Bureau with an· active, intelli
gent, well-liked Director is essential 
to successful work in a Diocese. 

2. That Deanery Rural Life Di
rectors can be most useful; not a 
Catholic-Directory appointment, but 
an active cooperator in a specific dis
trict, doing a specific work. 

S. That schools and colleges must 
be contacted whenever and wherever 
possible for the sake of the pupils and 
faculty. 

4. That over 85 per cent of the pu
pils in our city schools, Catholic or 
non-Catholic, spring from fathers and 
mothers born on farms. 

5. That priests will take an inter
est when they know their Bishop is 
interested. 

6. That it is not so easy to get a 
city crowd or a rural crowd, partic
ularly on an announcement that "the 
problems of the farmer" are to be 
discussed. Other devices and meth
ods must be found and used, but it 
can be done. 

7. It was done in the fields of 
Springfield, and the clergy, Religious 
and laity of that Diocese did come 
to Peoria. 

It was good for them to he there • •• 
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"Out Where the West Begins" 

Lovely girls from St. John's Acad
emy, Jamestown, North Dakota, sang 
the song at the Farmers Union mass 
meeting addressed by "Off the 
Track." It was fun to talk to those 
men and women-eager, quick to 
grasp, and gifted with a sense of 
humor; 

Ten Gallons 

You can have a look (not a drink) 
at a magnificent ten-gallon hat, the 
prized possession of "On the Track." 
It was purchased at Billings, Mon
tana. It is now on exhibition atHead
quarters. We'll have a cow as sOon 
as the house is paid for. I want to 
wear the hat before I lose the rest 
of my hair I Come quick and pay for 
the housel 

Who Milked a Cow This Morning? 

Three guesses as to the one who 
asks the question. Up go a few hands 
-little boys in second grade and up. 
Yes, they have gotten up early to 
milk cows to win the war. They have 
traveled miles to come to school. 
Their city buddies have prayed for 
victory. The rural boys have both 
prayed and milked for victory. Nobly 
done, little boy soldiers. In Africa 
and in the Solomons, they shoot for 
Freedom's cause; in America's barns, 
boys milk for Democracy I 
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When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home 

Said Cardinal Wolsey in 1530 "of 
your charity spare me a piece of 
earth." 

Said Private Wolf, with the A. E. 
F., in 1942, "I want forty acres of 
Iowa soil to work, to cherish, to 
hold." 

Wolsey wanted an eight by four 
spot in a graveyard. Private Wolf 
wants a spot on which to live after 
having contributed to the life of his 
country. 

Wolsey asks in charity's sweet 
name. Wolf. makes a logical request 
in justice's name. 

We are told that plans are being 
made. Here are the headlines: 
"VAST POSTWAR PRO GRAM 
B E I N G PLANNED"; "CAN'T 
JUST SEND THE ARMY HOME." 

These are the plans: 1. "A vastly 
expanded program of public works, 
rural and urban, including water re
source developments comparable to 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 2. A 
vastly expanded program of service 
activities in the fields of health, 'some 
form of health insurance will be nec
essary,' education, recreation, art, 
music, and scientific research." 

Now is that what the returned 
soldier wants-to work, to cherish, 
to hold? 

The above plans will require gov
ernment supervision and control. 
They are plans for enabling returned 
soldiers to be employed and to make 
money, and money in turn will buy 
food, clothing and shelter for them. 
It is in terms of the old system, 
"what's good for business is good for 
you." It is profit-moves-the-world 
philosophy. 

How about planning so that re
turned soldiers who so desire may 
raise at least their own food, and pos
sibly produce their own clothing and 
shelter and a bit extra for exchange? 

Are the planners going to forget 
the more simple but the more efficient 
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economy? The economy of the fam
ily-the economy that gives direct 
security? The economy that consid
ers first things first, and makes sure 
it has them before pursuing the less 
essential? 

There is danger in a complicated 
economy that willy-nilly postulates 
Totalitarian centralized control-eco
nomic Totalitarianism at first, then 
social, then even religious. Must we 
come to that? Is that the only way 
out? Is it the easier way out? Might 
it not be the most expensive in the 
long run? 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference Convention Resolutions 
propose a plan: 

"We believe that the proper use of 
our soil resources by family units 
will contribute significantly to the 
solution of many, if not most, of 
our postwar social and economic 
problems. 

"We therefore recommend that the 
American public be informed of the 
possibilities of land settlement as a 
postwar measure and that leaders be 
trained and given the opportunity to 
cooperate with private and govern
mental agencies in planning and fi
nancing land settlements." 

The American public is not in
formed as to the possibilities. Even 
in states like Nebraska, North Da-

. kota, Montana and Washington, 
where the possibilities are the great
est, the people .have but a vague idea 
of what can be done or is to be done. 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference plans to conduct a five
day Rural Life Summer School at 
Richardton, North Dakota, with this 
specific purpose in view. This must 
be but the beginning in the develop
ment of the leadership we shall need. 
Priests and lay people, men and 
women, will be necessary. 

In all this educational process let 
us not throw the responsibility upon 
the government if we do not want to 
assist with flowing tears at the funeral 
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of our Democracy. What people can 
do with some effort by themselves , 
let them do. "We'll do it for you 
cheaper and better," spoken by Total
itarian Fascism, Communism and 
Finance Capitalism has plunged us 
into the "fine kettle of fish" we are in. 

We who are too old, too fat and 
too flabby to fight, let's march ahead 
of Johnny. Let's start right now. 
Let's keep ahead of him, or he'll pass 
us up, and God only knows which 
direction he'll take. 

It is safe~ and better for all to turn 
to the good earth-to work, to cher
ish, to hold. 
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FAUX PAS 
We have to admit that we are sink

ing very low, editorially speaking, 
when we publish this Potato Epic of 
soap-grand-opera type. It was writ
ten especially for Land and Home by 
N. N. Clerk. 

RAISE YOUR OWN 

A few months back a farmer put 
Me deep down in the soil to root, 
So today with coat of tan 
Spud potato is a man. 

Murphy some folks call my name 
But to me it's just the same, 
For to rich or poor or black or white, 
I'm the grub that treats you right; 

Every soil and every clime 
Seem to fit me like a rhyme, 
I never go on a vacation, 
I'm the backbone of the nation. 

And even though I am quite small 
I broaden the waistline and fatten 

the tall. 
I'm more beneficial to the earthly 

tribe 
If I am allowed to keep my hide. 

I was built by the Lord for the com
mon man 

So he wouldn't have to eat from a 
can, 

But the more I travel the more I cost 
And the poor, poor people, see what 

they've lost. 

So I have one thing I'd like to say 
About what you people have to pay 
For the likes of me, to the likes of him 
Who scalps his dough from off your 

skin. 

Wholesalers, retailers, middlemen, 
thieves, 

Chiselers, truckers, as busy as bees, 
I hate to be peeled or cut to the quick 
By these scavengers scuttling your 

ship. 

I blush for shame when they slap on 
a tax 

Filching the poor and loading their 
backs, 

Why in God's name don't they pass 
a bill 

So the common man can have his fill? 

Man in the street and son of the soil, 
Perk up your ears in the midst of 

your toil, 
Attend to my words before it's too 

late 
For the wolf in sheep's clothing will 

not wait. 

I'm a game little soldier in khaki 
brown 

Blowing his bugle before all around; 
Though my eyes can't see and I grow 

in a rut, 
Open yours up and don't be a nut. 
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Editorial Potatoscript: 

Keep the family-subsistence needs 
out of the Profit and Tax CyCle. 

Raise your own! 
No profit. No taxes. 

Said Bishop Spalding 
In 1880 

"THE city is a mystery and the 
source of boundless wonder to 

the young who have always lived 
in the country; and, as the real life 
is never altogether satisfactory, it is 
natural that in their dreams of hap
piness they should look to the city 
as their future home. They see but 
the surfaces of things, and have never 
learned that all that glitters is not 
gold. And when they are told that 
in the great city they will readily 
find employment at good wages, they 
are filled with feverish desire to 
plunge into the great ocean of hu
manity to see what pearl they may 
bring up. How many a country boy 
have they not read of who, having 
entered the metropolis without 
friends or money, worked his way 
up until he became the owner of 
millions and dwelt in a palace. It is 
a part of the blessedness of youth that 
the young believe whatever good for
tune has happened to any man will 
somehow or other come to them." 
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BUILDING UP A PARISH 
REv. CLARENCE E. FARRELLY 

Laurens, Iowa 

The first step in building up a rural 
parish is from within. Begin by tak
ing a census. In addition to the 
usual questions, ask: 1. Do you know 
of any fallen-away Catholics in the 
parish? 2. Do you know of anyone 
interested in becoming a Catholic? 
Then call on the fallen-aways and 
prospective converts. In my parish I 
found 98 fallen-away Catholics. The 
fallen-aways and their children out
numbered the practical Catholics. 

Next, build up your parish by 
additions from without. Find out 
what farms are for rent by: (a) Ask
ing your own parishioners. Keep go
ing around visiting the people of your 
parish. They usually know if a neigh
bor is going to move or if there is 
going to be a farm for rent. (b) Going 
to the district office of the insurance 
companies and meeting the farm man
ager; He will give you a list of farms 
for rent. (c) Visiting the people who 
own considerable land in your parish. 
( d) Going to the bank for a list of 
farDlS that will be for rent. (e) Get
ting insurance and real estate agents 
to help. 

In dealing with all of these people, 
put your cards on. the table. Tell 
them that you are interested in build
ing up your parish; that you are 
trying. to bring honorable men who 
are good farmers into the community. 

. In settling Catholics on the land, 
the rural pastor must be sure of three 
things: 1. That the prospective ten
ant is a good Catholic. 2. That he is 
absolutely honest. 3. That he is a 
good farmer. 

Good tenants may be found in sev
eral ways. One of your own farmers 
may have to move, so try to find a 
place for him. Your own parishioners 
have friends, relatives, or sons who 

are looking for farms. Real estate 
men in strong Catholic communities 
will know of some. More boys are 
raised on the farm than a father needs 
or than can be settled in the neigh
borhood. When the people of the 
parish know that the pastor is inter
ested in locating farmers in the parish 
they will ask him to try to get a 
farm. 

Locating tenants on farms should 
not be the end of the rural pastor's 
interest. He should urge good farm
ers to buy farms of their own. In 
the past two years twelve Catholic 
renters in my parish have bought 
farms. They are now wedded to the 
soil, they have a greater interest in 
their community and in their church. 

Every rural parish in America can 
become larger. That does not just 
happen. It is made to happen· by 
intelligent, constant, persistent, zeal-
ous work. . 

Honor the Lord with thy subs1ance, 
and with the first of all thy fruits; 
and thy barns shall be 8lled with 
abundance, and thy presses shall 1'IIIl 
over with wine. 

Proverbs 3, 9-10 

SPREADING 
THE FAITH 

Rev. Stephen A. Leven 
Tonkawa. Oklahoma 

T HE formula followed in our ef. 
fort to reach non-Catholics is: 

"Place the message of Jesus Christ 
upon every avenue of approach to 
the non-Catholic mind." 

The avenues of approach are many. 
The public newspapers are a me. 
dium. Any Catholic event that makes 
good copy is brought to the atten. 
tion of the editors. When possible , 
we furnish written stories and pic. 
tures. Sunday and Holy Day Masses 
and sermon topics are announced in 
this way. Convert classes and special 
instructions, Catholic celebrations of 
local interest, visits of celebrities, all 
furnish stories. 

The American Legion and Auxil· 
iary units and· the civic clubs fur· 
nish us a useful platform. 

Through the winter months, we fill 
speaking engagements on as many of 
the high school "chapel" programs 
and as many rural P. T. A. meetings 
as we can. 

From "Other Sheep" Sunday until 
September, we conduct street preach
ing campaigns. For four summers 
these have taken us into every town 

. and village of the parish for five· 
night stands and have given us an 
audience of ten to twelve thousand 
persons each season. Three things 
are necessary for street preaching: a 
crowd, a speaker and a speech. Most 
priests wonder whether they could be 
outdoor speakers. Anyone who can 
properly explain the Faith to those 
who have it can also present it to 
those who do not. 

By way of more immediate follow
up, we organize convert classes, tak
ing care that the time and subject 
matter of each class is presented to 
the public by the local newspapers 
as well as by word of mouth. We 
also try to have some non-Catholics 
included in every discussion club in 
the parish. 

16 LAND AND HOME: DECEMBER 1942 



eKED eORN 

~~pot for Security 

~B'" EFORE the crash of 1929 the 
.' ruling desire of most ambitious 
men in America was for opportunity 
to rise, to make money, to become 
"capitalists" or the owners of busi
nesses. But the years of depression 
substituted in the minds of wage and 
saIary earners a passion for security, 
and the idea spread that the days of 
opportunity for business success and 
the acquisition of wealth in America 
had come to an end. This was shown 
by the increased number of young 
people who began to fit themselves 
for civil service examinations, and 
the falling off in the enrollment of 
schools of business administration. 

Now war has brought a new open:
ing of opportunity for employment at 
high wages in manufacturing indus
try, but it has increased the hazards 
,of life in other directions. Millions 
of young men are in the military 
forces, and the casualty lists are 
growing with every encounter with 
the enemy. Nor is that all. Eco
nomic security is becoming even more 
precarious over the long term ahead. 

Urban workers, whether mechanics 
or "white collar" workers, are utterly 
at the mercy of future conditions over 
which they have no control. Can the 
Government take care of everybody, 
even if the will and desire to do so 
exists? It is overwhelmingly certain 
that we shall come out of. this war 
with a national debt of astronomical 
proportions, with many thousands of 

disabled men to take care of, and 
perhaps with our national capital 
structure impaired by the long devo
tion of our productive forces to war 
production. 

Under such conditions where is the 
average man to look for security? 
That is a vitally important consider
ation for every Catholic family. The 
best guarantee of economic security 
in an uncertain future is in providing 
oneself with a piece of reasonably 
good land from which a large measure 
of subsistence'can be obtained. Prices 
do not affect the yield of vegetables 
which the land can supply, nor the 
number of eggs the hens will lay, nor 
the milk the cow will give. 

It is quite possible in most local
ities to combine industrial work with 
a rural or semi-rural home which 
furnishes some basis of security, re
gardless of the vicissitudes of ,indus
trial employment. That is an aim 
well within the reach of the great ma
jority of industrial workers today. 
But like all good things, its attain
ment requires some sacrifice of pres
ent purchasing power for other 
things. The Christian man or woman 
will not shrink from this sacrifice if 
it promises an added measure of se
curity for the family as well as a 
better environment for growing chil
dren. It is indeed our duty to do 
our best to help in the present emer
gency, but at the same time we can
not neglect our obligation toward our 
families and their future. We must 
look ahead, as far as circumstances 
permit, and make such provision for 
the future as, it is possible for us to 
make. 

HERMANN F. ARENDTZ, PH.D. 

We cannot have the fruits of de
mocracy without having the roots of 
democracy. 

MOST REv. F. J. L. BECKMAN, S.T.D. 

Archbishop of Dubuque 
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The Judgment of God Stands 
Against Human Selfishness 

The agrarian economy is under
scoring the Christian truth. The na
ture of this Universe-that is, the 
way God has built himself into this 
world-says, "Nol You cannot do 
that. You cannot exploit the re
sources of men and soil and get away 
with itl" It adds more than dignity 
to the job of the country church to 
realize that it has in its hand the in
strument for the salvation of rural 
life. 

THOMAS ALFRED TRIPP 

Production For Use And ••• 
When birds build nests, that's pro

duction for use. 
When foxes dig burrows, that's pro

duction for use. 
When bees build combs in hollow 

trees, that's production for use. 
When great-grandma carded wool, 

wove it into cloth and sewed it into 
garments, that was production for use. 

When civilized men make shoes and 
go bare-footed, that's production
for prOfit. 

When cotton raisers raise cotton 
and go ragged, that's production
for profit. 

When tailors make pants and wear 
pants with their seats out, that's pro
duction--ior prOfit. 

When machinists build automobiles 
and thumb their way over hard roads, 
that's production-for profit. 

The essential difterence between 
production for use and production for 
profit is that in the first instance the 
more the producer produces, the more 
his wants are relieved, while in the 
second instance the more he produces 
the so~ner he goes on relief. 

The Rural Cooperator, 
Toronto, <monad&. 
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Why Merely Subsist? 

The "subsistence" farm had an im
portant place in the middle thirties 
when we hung on the edge of an eco
nomic abyss. Today the part-time 
farm can be even more important. 

But why stop at mere "Subsist
ence"? Why hang that sordid label 
on small rural homesteads or modest 
part-time farms? Is the small-farm
near-the-city, whether run as a part
time or a full-time venture, capable 
of furnishing no more than a thin and 
wavering barrier against actual star
vation? Both common sense and 
experience say no. It is the dreary 
existence in a city slum that is "sub
sistence." The new country way is 
really living. 

In times like these the part-time 
farmer feels just a bit superior to his 
city-bound co-worker. His family's 
needs are not draining the energy 
that the nation must store up to beat 
our enemies abroad. In supplying his 
own table-add a good deal of his 
own amusement - he is making a 
steady contribution to the war effort: 

Editorial 
The Country Book 

Holy Work 

The farmer, and I shall always be
lieve this to be true, is the solid rock 
of Americanism. He, his wife and his 
children are the as yet unshaken 
family unit which is any nation's 
greatest pride. Despite improve
ments such as good roads and motor
cars, theirs is a lonely life as we in 
the cities see life, but it is not truly 
lonely. The farmer following his 
plow is a thinker. The clean air 
makes him a healthy thinker. The 
farmer's wife is a worker. Their 
children are almost sure to be strong 
and worthy. 

If the farm has done nothing else 
it has preserved for America the 
credo of the dignity of work-some
thing that shows signs of growing a 
little moldy among the rest of us who 
get so tangled with isms and demands 
for "rights" that we forget the far 
greater privilege of worthwhile toil. 
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Yes, when I think of the finest 
qualities of an American, I think of 
the farmer. The further we get from 
him, from the soil and from the solid 
things for which they stand, the near
er we dance toward decay. 

Land Tenure 

DALE HARRISON 

The Chicago Sun 

Just prior to the first World War 
there lived on the farm of a Mr. Cox 
of Woodford County, Kentucky, an 
old negro of very thrifty habits by 
the name of LaVelle Brown. He had 
two sons, Jim and Sid. In order to 
encourage the two boys to save and 
become home owners, he gave each of 
them a building lot in a small negro 
settlement not far from the farm. Be
fore long, however, Sid became inter
ested in the possession of consumer 
goods, so he sold his building lot to 
Jim, the thrifty one, and bought him
self a horse and buggy in which to 
do his courting. 

Soon after making the sale of his 
lot, Sid's draft number came up and 
he was ordered to report for induc
tion into the army. He was quite up
set because he did not want to go at 
all. He drove out to the farm to 
talk with his father about it, and 
found his father in the field with Mr. 
Cox. Sid was quite voluble in his 
insistence that he did not want to go, 
and it shocked the ardent patriotism 
of Mr. Cox, who said: "Why Sid, 
don't you want to join the army and 
fight for your country?" "No suh," 
said Sid, "I ain't got no country, suh. 
I'se done sold my country to Jim. 
They ought to take him." 

The Problem Grows 

Dairymen in New England, New 
York and Wisconsin are selling out 
entire herds and restocking with 
beef cattle or hogs. The stockyards 
at Milwaukee, Wis., handled 14,446 
head of dairy cattle for slaughter 
during September and October this 
year, compared to 9,267 head in the 
same period of 1941, an increase of 
60 per cent. Surveys in N ew York 
and New England show that 35,000 

dairy cattle there are going 
butcher this fall. 

Reduction of feeder cattle in 
corn belt, now estimated at 25 
cent to 30 per cent below 1941 
reported as partially due to the' 
ability of heavy operators to find 
help to handle normal operations. 

Minnesota and Kansas alone are 
expected to have 20,000 abandoned 
farms by next summer. Wisconsin's 
extension service is hard at work on 
plans to move more than 1,000 fam. 
ilies from small, marginal farms iIi 
the north woods to its southern 
dairy farms, where middle-aged own. 
ers can't keep up production without 
additional help. 

Rural America has lost 1,600,000 
men to the armed forces and to war 
factories since 1940. Another 1,-
250,000 will leave before spring. In 
all, 2,850,000-most of them under 
40 years of age. 

Typical of rural manpower's plight 
is a survey just completed in Ross 
County, Ohio, by the Department o{ 
Rural Economics of Ohio State Uni· 
versity, showing that only 27 per 
cent of the supply of men between 
20 and 29 years of age available in 
1940 are left on the land this falL 
Of the 73 per cent who have left 
Ross County farms, only 31 per cent 
are in the army and navy. The re
maining 42 per cent have taken jobs. 

EDITORIAL 

Farm Journal and 
Farmer's Wife 

We A'/fJllrn ••• 
The Most Reverend Joseph Corrigan. 

S.T.D., Rector Catholic University. 
Washington. D. C. 

The Most Reverend Francis J. Mon
aghan, D.D .• Bishop of Ogdensburg. 

The Reverend Walter Roche, Dell 
Rapids. South Dakota. Diocesan Director 
of Rural Life. Sioux Falls Diocese. zeal
ous, earnest. hard-working rural priest. 

Ralph Adams Cram, master of Gothic. 
agrarian, dlstributist. friend of the Con
ference. 

Charles A. McMahon. Editor. Cath
olic Action. National Catholic Welfare 
Conference 
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farm woman writes anxiously 
she fears the draft definition of 

"essential" farm leaves out the 
farmers. She says: "We don't 
100 hogs, or 800 hens, or any 
of the things they talk about. 

have 200 hens, milk seven cows, 
are feeding out 50 hogs. Why 
that enough to make us essen-

It is enough, and more than 
~nough. The definition of an "es
sential" farm uses eight cows as a 
b~se, with the promise that the eight 
will be expanded to 12 cows in six 
months. 

But other livestock can take the 
place of the milk cows. A dairy 
cow is equal to nine hogs, or three 
beef cows, or five yearlings, or four 
feed-lot cattle, or 16 ewes, or 80 
feed-lot lambs, or 75 hens, or 500 
broilers. 

So the farm described above with 
200 hens and 50 hogs and seven 
cows, is really on a 15.2 cow base, 
or much more than the eight-cow 
standard now demanded, or than the 
12-cow standard of six months from 
now. 

A smaller farm, with 100 hens, 30 
hogs, 10 yearling cattle, and four 
milk cows, would still have a 10.6-
cow rating, and would be over the 
eight-cow standard and almost uptc, 
the 12-cow class. Another big lit
ter of pigs would put this farm across 
the line six months from now. 

Most corn belt farms, under this 
definition, are "essential" farms. The 
standards take in all the family-type 
farms. It is up to the draft boards, 
of course, to determine just how the 
rule is to be applied, but there seems 
no question about 100 hens, 30 hogs 
and six dairy cows being enough to 
keep one worker on the farm, pro
vided he plans to expand a little in 
the next six months. 

The grain farmer can't qualify, but 
even the small livestock producer is 
cla,ssed as "essential." 

EDITORIAL 

Wallaces' Farmer 

Sausage by You 

According to cold figures home 
butchering is economical. Perhaps 
even more important than cash sav
ings is the assurance of a supply of 
meats, and provision for an adequate 
diet. 

Sleeter Bull of the Illinois Agri
cultural Experiment Station made a 
talk at the recent Illinois Farmers In
stitute and relays the figures to us. 
In his discussion he quoted U. S. 
D. A. to the effect that a family of 
five needs four tons of food a year 
for adequate nutrition: 1,525 quarts 
of milk,· 125 pounds of butter, 125 
dozen eggs, 1,000 pounds of flour 
and cereals, 500 pounds citrus fruits 
and tomatoes, 1,800 pounds of other 
fruits and vegetables, 300 pounds of 
sugar, 65 pounds dried peas, beans 
and nuts, 17 5 pounds of lard and 
675 pounds lean meat, poultry and 
fish. Obviously the less of this food 
going through processing plants and 
central markets the better. 

There is no reason why practically 
every farm cannot produce its own 
milk, butter, eggs, poultry, potatoes, 
tomatoes, vegetables, beans, peas, 
and most of its fruits, lards and 
meats. Not only is it patriotic but 
it is economical to do so. 

How much can be saved by farm 
butchering and storing the meat in 
a locker? To supply 675 pounds 
of meat would require three 225 
pound hogs, half of a 1,000 pound 
steer or heifer, and about two dozen 
chickens. The hogs would supply 96 
pounds of lard, leaving a deficit of 
79 pounds to be bought. 

A 225 pound hog, at 12 cents per 
pound, is worth $27.00 on the farm. 
On the same price basis it will cut 
out at retail about $38.85-higher 
lately with skyrocketing prices. Tak
ing out locker rent, processing costs, 
the saving on the year's pork supply 
would be about $20.55, at a mini
mum. 

L ~ N .D A.N D H Q ME: : D. E C E t.t .• E R 1 9 4 2 

One beef carcass is too much for 
one family, but two familles could 
go together and slaughter a steer or 
a heifer. A 1,000 pound steer at 13 
cents a pound is worth $130 on the 
farm. If slaughtered on the farm 
the offal-hide, heart, liver, fat, etc., 
is worth about $13.20; meat cuts at 
corresponding retail prices would 
bring $166.71, $179.91 for a $130 
steer. Each farmer would have 265 
pounds of meat on his hands. Less 
locker and processing charges there 
would be a net saving of $13.57 on 
a side of beef-probably more at this 
writing. 

Savings on three hogs and a side of 
beef would total $34.12. In addition 
the family is assured of a supply of 
healthful meat of high quality and 
is releasing trucks, freight cars, ma
chinery and labor for the all impor
tant purpose of winning the war. 

D. M. RUTHERFORD 

Farmers Digest 

Distance and Difference 

Albert Goss, Master of the N a
tional Grange, went shopping in 
Washington, D. C. He paid 11 cents 
for a loaf of bread, the farmer got 
less than one cent; he bought 25 
cents worth of potatoes, the farmer 
got about five cents; 29 cents for ap~ 
pIes, farmer received about 11.2 
cents; 39 cents for or.anges, 11 cents 
the grower's part; three pounds of 
cabbage for 13 cents, the farmer got 
three pennies; two bunches of car~ 

rots 23 cents, the farmer received 5.3 
cents; a can of peaches 23 cents, the 
farmer got less than four cents; 15 
cents a quart for milk, farmer prob
ably got less than 6 cents. He had 
been' reading about Chicago milk 
drivers who actually receive as much 
as six to ten thousand dollars a year 
for delivering milk. He was not able 
to compute what share the farmer got 
but with hogs at 13 cents and cattle 
bringing 11 and 12 cents per pound, 
he found pork chops retailing at 45 
cents a pound, beefsteak at 59 cents 
a pound, and ground chuck 35 cents 
a pound. 

EDITORIAL 

Pacific Rural Press 
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THE LITURGICAL WEEK ~astors gave interesting and instruc_ 
tIve talks on. how they succeeded in 
achieving excellent results in their 
parishes. "Where there is a will there 
is a way," was certainly demonstrated 
in the case of one country pastor. He 
has no parish school because of the 
size of the parish but he has a High 
Mass every Sunday with the congre. 
gation as his choir. 

TlJfJh1fJS Allen, o. s. B. 

'0 NE of the greatest battles of 
the World War II, the battle of 

Stalingrad, was being fought during 
the sessions of the third Liturgical 
Week, October 12-16, yet few of the 
delegates seemed to give it more than 
passing attention. The reason was 
not indifference or lack of patriotism. 
The delegates were intensely inter
ested and occupied in designing and 
strengthening the foundations for 
Christian living of present and future 
generations. 

The large and imposing Benedic
tine Abbey of St. Meinrad's located 
at St. Meinrad, in southern Indiana, 
was the scene of the conference. The 
attendance surpassed all expectations 
considering transportation difficulties, 
gas and tire rationing and wartime 
activities. The total attendance, con
sisting of clergy, religious, laity and 
students, was 1,330. Thjs number in
cluded one archbishop, four bishops, 
ten Benedictine, abbots, twenty-four 
monsignori and 370 priests. The great 
interest of the nuns in the liturgy was 
indicated by the presence of repre
sentatives from twenty different sis
terhoods. The presence of the laity 
representing persons in various walks 
of life was encouraging. One glance 
at the gathering was sufficient to 
prove that a recognition of the neces
sity for a thorough renewal of the 
Christian spirit is not limited or con
fined to one class or vocation. 

The theme of the Week was "The 
Praise of God: Its Significance and 
Importance in Catholic Life." Both 
the first week at Chicago in 1940 as 
well as the second at St. Paul in 
1941 were excellent insofar as the the
ory of liturgy was concerned, but 
circumstances of time and place did 
not permit the liturgical functions to 
be celebrated in one cathedral or 
church in the presence of all the dele
gates. At St. Meinrad's, however, 
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where the Benedictine life is regu
lated and carried on with the primary 
emphasis on God's praise, such diffi
culties did not exist. The Abbey 
Church and the auditorium are lo~ 
cated close together, and the theory 
of the liturgy discussed in the several 
sessions could be exemplified in prac
tice in the ceremonies as participated 
in by the delegates in the Abbey 
Church. 

The first and last morning of the 
Week opened with a Pontifical High 
Mass and a sermon. On the other 
days there was a Solemn High Mass 
as well as a homily. Perhaps the 
most inspiring spectacle of the entire ' 
week was the participation of a 
thousand or more priests, sisters, sem~ 
inarians and laity in the daily singing 
of the Mass, Vespers and Compline. 
The fervor with which they sang the 
responses was a wholesome lesson and 
a testimony to the practicability and 
effect of congregational participation. 
Special printed booklets were pro
vided for all containing the complete 
texts and music for the various parts 
to be sung. 

On the first day the "theory" of 
Christian praise was discussed. 

On the next two days the speakers 
applied the theoretical principles of 
the first day to a number of concrete 
conditions which may be found in the 
daily life of praise. Of particular in
terest to priests and laity were the ad
dresses on the participation of the 
people in High Mass and the Divine 
Office. One explained the importance 
of having the people present at the 
High Mass join in the singing of easy 
Gregorian melodies. Is that impos-' 
sible? Two city pastors described 
how they succeeded in attaining gen
eral participation in singing, not only 
High Mass, but also Vespers and 
Compline on certain occasions. To 
balance the program, tw~ country 

Several instructions were given 
concerning the music of divine praise 
Gregorian Chant. From the very be: 
ginning of the Church a prominent 
place was given to music in the di
vine worship. The early. Christians 
called their singing "plain chant." 
After the persecutions the plain chant 
was developed by St. Gregory the 
Great into what has been named af
ter him Gregorian Chant. Experts 
in that field discussed the difficulties 
experienced by the clergy and laity 
in rendering the chant and suggested 
practical solutions. The importance 
of instruction in chant in the par
ochial school as well as in Catholic 
high schools and colleges was 
stressed. 

"Go home and become apostles of 
liturgy," seemed to be the slogan in 
the minds of all at the end of the 
inspiring and instructive Week. The 
delegates could not help but -carry 
back to their communities a renewed 
strength to commence or continue the 
good work of restoring all things in 
Christ; to promote the praise of God 
through a fuller participation in the 
official public worship of the Church. 
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Statement for 
or Peace 

the discharge of our pastoral 
lODl~UJ""), we are gravely con

about the world peace of to-

/Secularism cannot write a real and 
.~ting peace. Its narrow vision does 
~bt encompass the whole man, it can
~()t evaluate the spirituality of the 

. human s,oul and the supreme good of 
all mankind. 

Exploitation cannot write a real 
and lasting peace. Where greedy 
might and selfish expediency are 
made the substitute of justice, there 
can be no securely ordered world. 

Totalitarianism, whether Nazi, 
Communist or Fascist, cannot write a 
real and lasting peace. The State 
that usurps total powers, by that 
very fact becomes a despot to its 
people and a menace to the family 
of nations. 

The Spirit of Christianity can write 
a real and lasting peace in justice and 
charity to all nations, even to those 
not Christian. 

In the epochal revolution through 
which the wode! is passing, it is very 
necessary for us to realize that every 
man is our brother in Chirst. All 
should be convinced that every man 
is endowed with the dignity of human 
personality, and that he is entitled, 
by the laws of nature to the things 
necessary to sustain life in a way 
conformable to human dignity. In 
the post-war world, the profit ele
ment of industry and commerce 
must be made subservient to the 
common good of communities 
and nations if we are to have a 
lasting peace with justice and a 
sense of true brotherhood for all 
our neighbors. The inequalities of 
nations and of individuals can never 
give to governments or to the lead
ers of industry or commerce a right 
to be unjust. They cannot, if they 
follow the fixed principles of moral
ity, maintain or encourage conditions 
under which men cannot live accord
ing to standards befitting human per
sonality. 

lAm fI ((Junt/y Pflst(J/ ••• 

Every country pastor can be encouraged by the increased prom
inence given to the subject of farming by the press and the radio. 
This increase is not only one of quantity but also of quality; not 
only is ,there more space and time devoted to it. but the tone is 
also more respectful. Only the "corniest" comedians with intel
lectual anaemia will still resort to a sneering gibe at the expense 
of the agricultural class. 

In times of peace when there was an abundant. frequently a 
surplus. food supply in this country. few appreciated the fact 
that they are dependent on the land and those who till it for 
their daily bread. Now in war time not only the old adage that 
an army travels on its stomach. but also th~ food restrictions for 
the civilian population emphasize the vital part the farmer plays 
in the welfare of the nation in peace or at war. 

Life on the farm these days is more difficult in many instances. 
There is a shortage of labor. too long ignored by over.zealous 
draft boards. which prevents men and women working the farms 
from enjoying the lUXUry of an eight-hour day. One of my par
ishioners just told me that he picked corn night and day for almost 
twenty-four hours straight. It's hard to have machinery repaired; 
harder still to have it replaced. Many couples. too old for the 
strenuous work now necessary on the farm. with their sons in the 
armed forces and unable to hire labor are selling out at auctions. 
In Minnesota a survey revealed that farm auctions this fall have 
been four to five times more numerous than in normal years. Sec
retary Wickard asserted that 1.600.000 farm workers have left 
the farms in the past year. All these burdens are placed upon 
the shoulders of the farmer at a time when he is called upon to 
produce more than ever before. 

Worse still under these trying conditions to have some fatuitous 
commentator impugn the patriotism of the farmer seeking parity 
prices. while extravagant wages are being paid to many who in 
the past lacked the intelligence and industry to earn their liveli
hood on the land. 

In spite of these difficulties. or perhaps because of them. the 
future of rural life is hopeful. This critical 'situation is teaching the 
nation to appreciate the valuable contribution made by the farmer 
at the present towards the war effort and towards the maintenance 
of the country at all times. Though the problems are national in 
scope. the country pastor should not feel that they are so large that 
there is nothing he can do within the limits of his small parish to 
improve the situation. A'S the leader of his rural flock. his word 
of heartening recognition will enable them to carry on with a smile. 
Dissuading them from selling out. encouraging them to clean up 
their debts. and then making the best of it for the duration. will 
keep intact his parish. safeguard their investments. and retain 
the farms so the boys will have something when they come back. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
of the 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 

'Adopted at the Twentieth Annual Convention 
October 3-6, 1942 

Peoria, illinois 

Our Holy Father 

A SSEMBLED in convention, the 
members of the National Cath

olic Rural Life Conference express 
their unswerving loyalty and pro
found gratitude to the Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, for the direction and 
guidance he has given us on a subject 
most dear to our hearts. 

It is from him that we have received 
confirmation of our belief in the home. 
on the land as the surest framework 
in which the Christian family can 
develop naturally and securely. From 
the land, he tells us, the family can 
derive not only a considerable part 
of its subsistence, but also the sta
bility which makes it the vital and 
fruitful cell of society. So necessary 
to the welfare of society is the home
stead on the larid, that every effort 
must be made to free the family from 
the restraints in modern society, 
which make it impossible for the fam
ily even to dream of a homestead of 
its own. 

Accordingly, following the teach
ing of our Holy Father, we wish to 
re-affirm our conviction that private 
property is so conformable to man's 
nature that to weaken or deny this 
right is to place grave obstacles in 
the way of Christian family life and 
full development of human person
ality. We therefore urge that every 
effort be made to . assist families in 
obtaining and holding ownership of 
homes on the land. 

A Pledge to Our Nation 

In these days of crisis, we pledge 
our loyalty to our country and ex
press our willingness to put forth 
unceasing effort and. make the sac-

rifices necessary to bring the war 
to an early and victorious end. 

We 'recognize that the American 
farmers are playing a vital role in 
the war effort, and we urge our farm
ers to continue their magnificent ef
fort of all-out production, even 
though this effort be increasingly 
hampered by shortages of manpower 
and machinery. 

To this end we recommend that 
farmers place increasing reliance upon 
home and community resources, and 
that they exemplify in particular the 
true Christian community spirit by 
mutual exchange of farm labor and 
cooperation in the use of farm ma
chinery and automobiles. 

We urge priests, both urban and 
rural, to foster this community spirit 
and take the lead in organizing com
munity efforts for the increased pro
duction of agricultural commodities. 

Religion and Rural Life 

The principal concern of the Con
ference, as emphasized by the Most 
Rev. Samuel A. Stritch, Archbishop 
of Chicago, in his inspiring address to 
the guests and delegates of this con
vention, is to bring the full influence 
of religion to bear throughout our 
countryside. 

Rural America presents a challenge 
to the Catholic Church. Not only do a 
thousand priestless counties indicate 
an alarming weakness, but the lack 
of Church and school facilities in 
many counties which have resident 
priests impress upon us the urgency 
of taking effective action to deepen 
the life of the Mystical Body of 
Christ in the lives of those who live 
on the land. 

Fortunately, efforts are being 
to strengthen Catholicity in 
areas. The Home Missioners 
America and other religious 
deserve our commendation and 
couragement in their efforts to 
the Gospel to the spiritually 
privileged. Motor Missions, 
preaching, correspondence 
home study courses, radio Ult;::;:;al!1'e~ 
distribution of literature, 
schools, and other technics ~UJ'fJl\Jlven 
by the Confraternity of 
Doctrine and other religious bodies' 
are making Christ better known i~. 
the rural regions. One of the most 
consoling signs is the generous sacri
fice of time, talent, and material 
goods by urban and rural Catholics 
for their less fortunate brethren. 

Since the extension of Christ's 
kingdom in rural America is our prin
cipal obligation, we urge that all 
members and friends of the Confer~ 
ence exemplify the spirit of Christian 
charity in behalf of the rural mis
sions. 

Food for Freedom 

With America at war, the need of 
,an abundant food supply is recog
nized by all. In order that "food 
may win the war and write the 
peace," we urge that every precaution 
be taken to insure a continuation of 
the present high level of production. 
This level cannot be maintained, how
ever, if the countryside is stripped of 
its manpower. We therefore recom
mend that agriculture be accorded its 
due recognition as a vital part of the 
war effort, and that the President of 
the United States and Congress take 
steps to prevent the drafting of men 
essential for the Food and Freedom 
program. 

Home Production 

The Conference recognizes that 
the family is the fundamental unit 
of society and therefo,re the first line 
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(defense. We therefore urge that 
~)he present crisis every effort be 

. de to preserve and strengthen the 
:my and the home. To this end we 
recommend that mothers of .f~mili?s 
serve their country by remammg m 
the:home and keeping Ameri~ strong 
by providing an adequate diet and a 
rich home-life for husband, sons, and 
daughters engaged in the war effort. 
We urge families to increa~e t~e pro
duction of food and clothmg m the . 
home and to place increased emphasis 
upon home production in the post
war period as a permanent phase of 
family living. 

Postwar Land Settlements , 

We believe that the proper use of 
our soil resources by family units 
will contribute significantly to the 
solution of many, if not most, of our 
postwar social and economic prob~ 
lems. 

We therefore recommend that the 
American public be informed of the 
possibilities of land settlement as a 
postwar measure and that leaders be 
trained and given the opportunity to 
cooperate with private and govern
mental agencies in planning and 
financing land settlements. 

In carrYing out land settlement 
programs we recommend close coop
eration with the Soil Conservation 
Service and the development of land 
that is of itself productive and suit
able for irrigation. 

Cooperatives and Credit Unions 

Recognizing that cooperatives are 
in close harmony with Christian so
cial philosophy and powerful instru
ments of self-help, the Conference 
strongly recommends that communi
ties devote themselves to a serious 
study of the Rochdale principles and 
to the history of the cooperative 
movement at home and abroad. This 
study should lead to intelligent co
?peration in buying and marketing, 
~n supplying community services, and 
m providing community recreation, 
thus constituting the application of 
the principles of Christian social phil
osophy to economic life. 

We furthermore recommend ex
plorations of the possibilities of the 
parish credit union as one solution 
to economic problems giving rise to 
family limitation. 

Gasoline Rationing 

As gasoline rationing is more and 
more widely extended, it will become 
necessary to make allowance for con
ditions in rural regions where dis
tances are greater and public means 
of transportation limited. To adopt 
as a norm the per capita allowance 
suitable for an urban area would 
mean the crippling of the most ele
mentary services and activities in 
such areas, including those of re
ligion and education. 

The Conference therefore recom
mends that authorities in charge of .. 
the gasoline rationing program give 
due consideration to those factors and 
make provision for more liberal ra
tions in rural areas. 

Inflation 

In view of the inflationary ten
dencies associated with the all-out 
effort to produce arms and munitions 
for war, we recognize the necessity 
of a program to control wages, prices, 
and profits. We realize that inflation 
would hamper the war effort and 
create disaster in the postwar period. 
We therefore urge that every precau
tion be taken to head off an inflation
ary rise in prices, and to this end we 
urge farmers to use their surplus in
come to retire farm indebtedness, to 
keep in repair the rural home and the 
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operating facilities of the farm, and 
to purchase government bonds • 

Migratory Labor 

We call attention to the problem 
of our Spanish-American brothers and 
other migrant workers and their fam
ilies, who have been called upon to 
supplement our diminished farm la
bor supply . We commend the pro
gram of the Farm Security Adminis
tration in according just treatment 
and sympathetic assistance to these 
groups. 

We furthermore wish to call the 
attention of priests and people to 
their responsibility of providing for 
the spiritual needs of these people. 

Rural Training Schools 

The Conference wishes to commend 
the Creighton University, of Omaha, 
Nebraska, for its leadership in es
tablishing the Agricultural Institute 
to train boys for a life on the land; 
we commend the University for 
breaking away from the traditional 
class room procedure and. develop
ing a new method of rural education; 
based on actual participation in farm 
work and farm life. 

We also wish to commend Trinity 
College, of Sioux City, lowa, for co
operating with the Agricultural Iri
stitute in the work of educating boys 
for a life on the land. 

We hope that similar schools will 
be established for girls, with the aim 
of training them to become home
makers in the country. 

The Rural School 

We recommend that Catholic rural 
schools, both grade and high, place 
more emphasis upon educating boys 
and girls for a life on the land. This 
implies that our Catholic teacher
training centers must prepare teach
ers to educate rural youth in rural 
living. We note with concern the 
absence of such courses in the cur
ricula of most Catholic educational 
institutions, and deplore the lack of 
interest shown in regard to such 
courses when they. are offered. 

We urge religious leaders and edu
cators to make rural students con-
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scious of the dignity of their rural 
heritage, and to bring before them the 
values of rural life. 

We commend the efforts of the 4-H 
Clubs and the Future Farmers of 
America in educating rural youth, 
and we urge priests, sisters, and par
ents to guide young people toward 
active participation in the activities 
of these organizations. 

Reciprocation 

We extend a word of greeting and 
appreciation to the non-Catholic rural 
life leaders who have so generously 
taken part in our convention. We 
offer them our hearty cooperation in 
working toward a solution of the 
problems which affect our rural peo
ple and our nation. 

Appreciation 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference wishes to express its deep 
appreciation to His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Joseph H. Schlarman, 
D.D., Bishop of Peoria and host to 
the convention, and his untiring guid
ance during the time the Conference 
was in session. 

We wish to thank the Reverend 
Charles W. Clifford, secretary of the 
convention, and his various commit
teeS' for their generous efforts in the 
preparation and promotion of the 
Peoria convention. We also thank the 
priests, sisters, and lay people for 
their splendid cooperation in making 
the convention such a memorable 
success. Our gratitude is also due to 
the representatives of the press, the 
WMBD and the Columbia Broad
casting Company, and to the manage
ment of the hotels for so generously 
placing their facilities at the disposal 
of the convention committees. 
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League for Social Justic~ 

In June, 1931, two small groups of 
earnest laymen in Connecticut and 
N ew York were formed to study care
fully the great encyclicals, Quad
ragesimo Anno and Rerum N (YVarum. 
Through their initiative the Catholic 
League for Social Justice was inaug
urated the following year. 

It has for its object the attain
ment of a just social order from a 
spiritual motive and for a spiritual 
consideration; the instilling of the 
spirit of Christ in the social conduct 
of men; cooperation among all classes 
for the welfare of society as a whole; 
the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God on earth. 

The League's publication, The So
cial Justice Bulletin, is published 
quarterly and edited by Michael 
O'Shaughnessy, Emmitsburg, Mary
land. 

Rural Settlement Institute 

The Rural Settlement Institute Was 
organized in April, 1941, in response 
to suggestions from officials of the 
United States Department of Agri_ 
culture who felt a need for an inde
pendent research bureau to stUdy 
and publicize the possibilities of co
operative group farming. Mr. Jo
seph W. Eaton, Research Director , 
assisted by Mr. Saul M. Katz, of Cor-
nell University, undertook to make 
a study of existing cooperative groUp 
farms in America. The results of 
their investigations have been pub
lished in three reports, which will be 
made available to the general public. 

The Institute has started a refer
ence library of books, pamphlets and 
clippings on cooperative group farm
ing, for the use of research students. 

THE FARMER'S "IF" 
BERTON BRALEY 

H you cau do the job of aJiy toller, 
Carpenter, mason, plumber, engi

neer, 
H you can drill a well, and mend a 

boiler, 
Aund pracUce fifty other trades a 

year; 
H you can run machines, and doctor 

cattle, 
Keep setung hens on duty at their 

nests; 
H you can fight an unremitung battle 

With endless armies of invading 
pests; 

H you can face the hazards of the 
weather, 

Gambling with nature with your 
all at stake, 

Aun~ when luck's against you alto
gether 

Fight on, and never let your cour
age break; 

H you can hold your. paUence when 
you're coping 

With drought or flood, with blight 
and smut and scale, 

And lose, and start again, and keep 
on hoping 

In spite of all the harvest that 
might fail; 

H you can share the burdens of your 
neighbors 

Gladly, but leave their own affairs, 
their own; 

H, notwithstanding all your endless 
labors, 

Your spirit keeps its warmly lIllman 
tone; 

H you can see your every task as 
thrilling 

Because, though someUmes wearily 
you plod 

You knQW each stubborn acre you are 
Ulling 

Is new wealth you've created from 
the sod; 

H you can feel a joy in turning over 
The good brown earth in furrows 

clearly run; 
If you love scent of oats and wheat 

and clover 
Aund yellow corn that ripens in the 

sun; 
[f you don't rob the soil, yet go on 

getUug 
From every acre all that it is worth, 

You are a FARMER, son-and I am 
betung 

You wouldn't trade with anyone on 
earth. 

(Reprinteit by 8p8cUU pSI"1MBBion of TH1i1 SA.TURDA.Y 1i1V1i1NING POST, copyright 1988 by The 
Owrtis Publiahing Oompu;ny) 
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enjoyed your talks and 
on the occasion of your visit 

the past year and shall 
forward to hearing more 

work for Catholics in agricul-

S()metime ago I suggested a topic 
foi.~theCatholic Round Table of 
saei:icewp:ich was "Why do so few 
&tholic young men become trained 
in ,the graduate schools of the colleges 
o6igricuIture for service in these col
leges?" Or why are there.so few 
Catholic leaders in agriculture? Re
cently I have been asked to express 
my views on the ,subject ,for the 
"Science Counselor." 

.i: am sure there are more Mor-' 
mons in the Graduate School at Cor
nell than Catholics. For this I am 
prompted to take off my hat to the 
Mormons and hang my head in shame 
for the Catholics. Obviously there is 
something wrong and I fear it rests 
more in the outlook of church lead
ership than in the people. 

As a boy who wished to serve agri
culture, I encountered no priest any~ 
where who did not severely censure 
me for attending the University of 
Wisconsin rather than Marquette, 
Notre Dame or some other Catholic 
school. They had no answer when 
I insisted that I wanted to devote my 
life to agricultural science (with the 
hope of leadership some day in that 
field) . So far as I am aware even a 
course in agriculture was not to be' 
found in Catholic colleges until very 
recently. 

Sincerely yours, 
E. M. HILDEBRAND 

Dear Father Ligutti: 

There is right now a very consid
erable impetus to' the whole devel
?pment of credit unions within par
Ishes, and I think most of it can be 
traced to the activities of the Na
tional Catholic Rural Life Conference 
in recent years. 

Roy F. BERGENGREN 

Dear Monsignor: 

Although I have been delinquent 
in my correspondence, we have been 
doing our bit toward winning the war. 
Had an enormous garden that kept 
us canning all summer: Now nearly 
everything, is in the cans or in the 
cold locker:"::"::fruits and vegetables of 
all'" kinds. We are glad melons and 
squash keep a long time as they 'are. 
We have our own navy beans, too. 

Often when we sat down to meals 
this summer, we would think of you, 
and say, "Now, wouldn't this delight 
the heart of Monsignor Liguttil" We 
raised everything we served except 
coffee and bread flour. We are going 
to do even better. We have a small 
mill, and 1 have been planning to 
grind at least a bushel of wheat to 
make whole wheat bread. 

Respectfully youts, 

MRS. J. A. CARTON 

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR 
MANIFESTO TODAY? 

Dear Monsignor: 

I am just a layman with a good 
wife and family, who is concerned 
about the future of so many urban 
Catholics about me who have lost
as I have--their ancestors' roots in 
the soil and who are unconscious of 
their gradual decimation. I seek 
guidance to know what we may do. 

rt appears to me more and more 
that, especially in the city parochial 
school, but also on all educational 
levels, we should try to replace the 
layman's ideal of purely personal 
prosperity by a corporate objective-
to make him feel himself a unit in the 
transmission to the next generation 
of a Great Tradition, to make him 
know and utilize the power of homo
geneous groups, and' to make him de
sire and prepare for a form of life 
which will give America well-coordi
nated Catholic rural and semi-rural 
communities. 

Best wishes, nor for smooth sail
ing, but for far-reaching success. 

Yours sincerely, 

THOMAS F. LYNCH 
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A RUIOI Toosf to . • • 
THE MOST REVEREND ED

WARD F. HOBAN, S.T.D., the 
new Coadjutor of Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

THE MOST REVEREND JOHN 
J. BOYLAN, D.D., Bishop Elect 
of Rockford, DIinois. 

THE MOST REVEREND LEO' 
BINZ, D.D., Coadjutor Bishop 
of Winona. 

THE MOST REVEREND AUGUS
TINE DANGLMAYR, D.D., up
on his consecration as Auxiliary 
to the Bishop of Dallas. 

THE MOST REVEREND MAR
TIN J. O'CONNOR, D.D., Aux
iliary Bishop of Scranton. 

THE RIGHT REVEREND H. P. 
MacPHERSON, President Emer
itus of St. Francis Zavier, upon 
the golden jubilee of his ordina
tion to the priesthood • 

THE VERY REVEREND 
GEORGE J. HlLDNER, V.F., lip
on his appointment as Vicar 
Foraine, Washington Deanery, 
St. Louis Archdiocese. 

THE REVEREND DOCTOR 
HUGH, A. DONAHOE, new 
Editor of The Monitor. 

DR. AND MRS. E. P. KENKEL, 
upon the fiftieth anniversary of 
their marriage. 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC, 
at Adrian, MiChigan, upon the 
occasion of their golden jUbilee. 

THE COLLEGE OF GREAT 
FALLS, Montana, the only Cath
olic Coilege in the United States 
to offer a course in Rural School 
Methods.' , 

The grandfather breaks the 
bread for the children and speaks 
to them: 

"When we eat the good bread, 
we are eating months of sunlight, 
weeks of rain and snow from the 
sky, richness out of the earth. 
We eat everything now--clouds 
even. It all becomes part of us 
-clouds, rain, snow and the rich 
earth. 

''We should be glad--each of us 
radiant-full of music and full of 
stories; able to run as the clonds 
do, able to dance like the snow 
and the rain." , 

Monica Shannon Dobry. 
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CONFERENCE AFFAIRS REGIONAL RURAL LIFE 

Carey, Ohio 

November 17. 18. 19. 1942 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Term to expire In 1943 

Rev. James A. Byrnes 
Rev. George A. Esterguard 
Rev. Hubert Lerschen 
Rev. Raymond R. Marchino 
Very Rev. Ferdinand Mock 
Rev. George M. Nell 
Rev. John Rawe, S.J. 
Miss Pauline M. Reynolds 
Rev. P. A.Salm* 
Very Rev. Msgr. H. B. Schnelten 
Most Rev. Charles D. White, D.D. 
Miss Dorothy Willmann 

T,rm to expire In 1944 

Dr. O. E. Baker 
Rev. Howard Bishop 
Mr: Frank Bruce 
Catechist Margaret Campbell 
Mr. F. P. Kenkel, K.S.G. 
Miss Miriam Marks* 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Wm. T. Mulloy 
Most Rev. John H. Peschges, 

D.D.* 
Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan 
Very Rev. Msgr. Leo J. Steck 
Dr. John P. Treacy 
Rev. L. N. Zirbes 

Term to expire in 1945 

Rev. C. W. Clifford 
Rev. Hubert Duren 
Rev. Thomas W; Green. 
Rev. John Heinz 
Rev. George J. Hildner 
Rev. John LaFarge, S.J. 
Mr. Joseph Matt. K.S.G. 
Rev. Joseph H. Ostdiek 
Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, D.D.* 
Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B. 
Rev. Rudolph B. Schuler 
Rev. Arthur W. Terminiello 

NCRLC Regional Directors 

For the South, Rev. Hubert Ler
schen, Rayne, La. 

For the East, Rev. Patrick Quin-
lan, Brookfield Center, Conn. . 

*Member of Exeeutive Oommittee. 
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Going South for the Winter? 

Stop in at San Antonio, Texas, for 
a Rural Life School, January 18-22, 
1943, under the auspices of the Most 
Reverend ,Robert E. Lucey, D.D., 
Archbishop of San Antonio, and the 
direction of Reverend J. A. Pustka, 
Archdiocesan Rural Life Director. 

youth In Nebraska 

The Bishop of Lincoln had asked 
for "~ creditable representation" to 
come to Nebraska City for the C. Y. 
O. yearly meeting. Over 800 of them 
came. What a magnificent sight I 
How pleasing to the Bishop who said: 
"We'll have the best orchestra for 
you." The boys and girls came for 
the Pontifical Mass; they attended 
the sectional meeting!? and banquet; 
and they had lots of fun from 8:15' 
to 10:30. It was swelll 

Montana Prairies 

How different priests and people 
are out on the prairies. There is where 
the underprivileged Catholics of 
America live. Far from churches and 
schools, with priests traveling 150 
miles between Masses on Sunday. But 
oh, what a noble, zealous group of 
priests and coworkers. The prairies 
raise the families; the rural priest in
structs them; and off go the young 
people to the cities to die. 

The strength of our nation is close 
to the soil. The strength of our Church 
is in our rural churches. The Cath
olics of tomorrow are born on the 
prairies. Let's care for them. To
morrow's Boston and New York, Chi
cago and San Francisco are spring
ing up in the prairies of the West, 
in the hills of the South. Let's care 
for America's nursery. 

Tuesday, November 17 

10:00 a. m. Bishop Muench 
Religious Aspect of the ' 

'. Rural Life Philosophy" 

3:00 p. m. Msgr. Ligutti, 
the Catholic Rural Life 
ophy to Our People" 

8:00 p. m. Most Rev. Karl J. 
D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Toledo' 
Address • 
Bishop Muench, "The Economic 
Aspects of the Catholic 
Life Philosophy" 

Wednesday, November 18 

, 10:00 a. m. Msgr. Ligutti, "Bringing 
the Rural Life Philosophy to the 
Pupils in the Catholic Rural 
Schools" 

3:00 p. m. Dr. Arild Olsen, "Coop
. eratives for Farmers" 

8:00 p. m. Bishop Muench, "Discus
sion Clubs in the Country" 

Thursday, November 19 

10: 00 a. m. Msgr. Ligutti, "The Pro
ductive Home" 

, Dr. Arild Olsen, "Home Made 
Recreation" 

3 :00 p. m. Msgr. Ligutti, "Rural 
Youth Outside the School" 
Dr. J. P. Schmidt, "Extension 
Service" 

Hello. Heretlcsl 

They came, they saw, they con
queredl We invited fifty and sixty 
came. Yes, sixty non-Catholic Lead
ers in the Rural Life field from all 
over America. When the Secretary 
invited them to tIle Monday lunch
eon, he warned them to accept and 
come or "my name will be mud." 

It was so pleasing, so inspiring, "to 
break pleasant bread together." It 
can be done, and thank God it was 
done. 
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'PHILOPATRIANS 
AND TIN· CANS 

Joseph J. Trt/iner 

THE Catholic Philopatrian Liter
aryInstitute· of Philadelphia 

formed, two years ago, an Industrial 
and Agricultural Committee for the 
purpose of finding ~ way towards 
stable economy, where rural and 
urban people might be able to achieve 
by their· own efforts and at all times 
the four necessities of life: food, fuel, 
clothing and shelter. 

It was not easy to determine where 
a beginning could be made until it 
was pointed out that there were in 
and about Philadelphia many Cath
olic institutions whose problems re
flected the great economic problems 
of the nation. 

Two things were held to be funda
mental: any program developed must 
not be a ,program of help but rather 
a program of helping people to help 
. themselves; and the donation of 
money was the least desirable form 
of assistance. Instead of cash con
tributions it was proposed that mem
bers of the club and their associates 
who had had long experience in the 
production or distribution of indus
trial and agricultural products should 
assist with their advice so that the 
benefits of the vario1Js techniques 
which they had acquired might be 
shared with others. 

The first chance for agricultural 
work came through the Good Shep
herd Nuns who had shortly before ac
quired a farm. The Committee recom
mended that they produce for use in 
accordance with the principle that 
Monsignor Ligutti has so consistently 
advocated. With approximately six 
hundred to feed in their two local 
houses, however, it was impractical to 

preserve foodstuffs in glass jars, and 
it was apparent that to utilize the 
production of their farm the year 
around, they would·· need a canning 
plant. 

One Philopatrian arranged with a 
can man1Jfacturer for the purchase of 
cans and the leasing of a can~closing 
machine. Another donated a used 
steam boiler, and a third contributed 
a tank that had been used for fuel 
oil. Out of old farm machinery and 
. with ,some lumber an exhaust box was 
constructed. The Sisters purchased 
for a hundred and fifty dollars two 
second-hand open retorts and six 
metal baskets for handling the cans, 
so that with but little investment the 
plant was ready to operate. During 
the first year, the nuns canned to
matoes for their OWIl use at a cost of 
less than half the price they would 
have had to pay had they purchased 
them. 

After the experience of the first 
season made it evident that this ex-
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periment was a success, the Com
mittee invited several other Catholic 
Institutions operating farms to work 
together. Nine, in addition to the 
House of the Good Shepherd, ac
cepted the invitation. Because of 
the lack of equipment, type of farm, 
or for other reasons, it is not planned 
.that each farm will be sufficient to it
self, but it is expected that as a 
group all of them can become largely 
self-sustaining through the inter
change of products. 

Three dehydrators, capable of dry
ing seventeen hundred ears of com 
a day, have been constructed, two of 
them from discarded equipment, an 
old grille and a plate warmer that had 
once been used at banquets at the 
Philopatrian club house. It developed 
that the cost of the dried corn was but 
a fraction of the purchase price of 
the canned corn, and the fact that 
it was so palatable, when cooked was 
a surprise to those who had never 
before· tasted it. 

Another feature of the program in
volves the purchase of so-called "off
grade" farm commodities whenever 
outside buying is necessary-peaches 
classed as "rejects," "windfall" ap
ples, etc. In one instance, inmates 
and students went out from urban in
stitutions in trucks and gathered 
hundreds of bushels of apples off the 
ground where otherwise a labor short
age would have prevented their har
vest. 

Just how far the success of this 
experiment will go will depend on 
how well plans are executed. Cer
tainly the program has proved one 
thing:, In times of economic stress it 
is not lack of material or craftsman
ship· or time that prevents people 
from building. themselves better 
homes. It is not a scarcity of land or 
facilities for preserving foodstuffs 
that makes so many go hungry. The 
average wage earner has come to be
lieve'that his livelihood depends on 
factors far beyond his control. He 
must relearn that his dependence is 
really on his neighbors of town and 
farm, and their dependence is on him. 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

The Battle With the Trac~~How 
would you like to tackle the problem 

,of feeding 47,000,000 people from an 
area of land smaller than that covered 
by the Great Lakes, or about the size 

'of Minnesota? That is the problem 
which the farmers of Great Britain 
have met by raising the production of 
home-grown food to the largest pro
portion of total food for Britain ever 
recorded in, history. 
,This country was producing less 

,than forty per cent of the food con
I SUIiied. ' The reason for this is that the 
: indu!'!t,rialization of this country in the 
.last 100 years absorbed ninety-three 
'per cent of the population to urban 
. centers, leaving only seven per cent on 
:the l/l.nd .. Six ~lion tons of human 
food supplies of cereal, meat and dairy 
products were imported from abroad, 
chiefly from the Americas, Australia, 
New l?;ealand, Holland and Scandi
navia. 

Through this great change-over 
'from grass land to arable farming in 
Britain, 6,000,000 acre!'! :have been 
plowed-an increase of fifty per cent 
in the arable acreage producing main

'1y human food. Britain is now pro-
ducingsixty-six per cent of the food 

. required by its 47,000,000 population. 
And this is' being increased. Thou
sands of miles of farm ditches have 
been dug. Land never before .culti
vated in history is now growing food, 
thanks to modern machinery and to 
fertilizing treatment. 

"Food wiU win the war and write 
,the peac.e." 

Mahomet Goes to the Mountain
So far the Social Institute conducted 
by the members of the faculty of St. 
.John's University, Collegeville, Minn., 
has refused to be "stymied." If the 
people can't come to the Institute, the 
Institute will go to the people, through 
regional meetings held at various 
centers. 

The Ladles of the Grail-''We are 
propagandizing for rural life all over 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. We even 
shocked some seminarians by telling 
them that the great opportunity of 
their lives lay in the rural pastorate!" 
Joan Uverboss and Janet Kalven. 

Way Down South-"Father Labbe 
Says" is a weekly column in the 
Ohurch Point News. The self-styled 
"strawboss" writes most interestingly 
for farmers about farmers. He and 
father Bienvenu, "the real boss," are 
doing a magnificent work in ChUrch 
Point, Louisiana. 
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Congregation To Raise Cattle. Rev
erend George Dietz, the "farming 
priest" of Mine Creek, Saluda, South 
Carolina, urges the members of. his 
one-family church to start raising 
White Face Herefords this faIl. "The 
Army says it's going to need more 
beef for soldiers next year, so we at 
Mine Creek are going to see if we can't 
help out. We can turn our cotton 
fields, under aJ;ld plant pastuz:es: in
stead. Sou1;I:!.ern farmers are raising 
enough'cotton now. : Tliey'must raise 
other products not oilly for more cash 
income, but als,o to help feed th~ JJ. S. 
arid its aIlies."-BuZZetin of the Oqtho
lic Laymen's Association of Georgia. 

The Agricultural Economics sec
. tion of the Iowa State Coilege, Ames, 
Iowa, has drawn up a very· interest
ing example of/arm lease for flexible 
cash rent. The essence of this flex
ible lease plan is to vary the cash 
rent pet acre in direCt proportion 
to the prices of farm products. 

Over Mountain ROads and Desert 
Trails go Sisters Mary Maurina, O. 
S.F., and Mary Rosetta, O.S.F., to give 
lectures for parents and to pay Person
al calls on families living in the 11;10-
lated sections~ Mothers and fathers 
are provided with aidsaild sugges
tions, for the direction of their children 
in the study and pra~tice' of ' faith. 
Confraternity classes and high school 
clubs are supervised while meetings 
are conducted with the officers to ac
quaint,' them with their respective 
duties and parliamentary pl;:0cedure. 
Their labors are carried on: under the' 
direction of the Diocesan Board on 
Cathechetics, which was set up by 
the Most Reverend .Joseph F. Mc
Grath, Bishop of Baker City. 

The Rural Committee of the Ohio 
Council of Churches recommends very 
highly the official magazine of The 
National Catholic Rural ,Life Con
ference, Land and Home, which is 
edited by Msgr. Fr. L. G. Ligutti, Ex
ecutive Secretary, who established a 
warm friendship in his ministry with 
Ohio Rural Pastors attending Camp 
Ohio Summer School two years ago. 
-The Ohio Ohristian News. 

The University of Dayton has an
nounced a course in Rural Sociology. 
Rural Roads to Security is the official 
text which has been adopted for the 
course. 

Smaller Farms Keep Output 
-Indiana's chance of maintainin 
present level of food prodUction ~\llt 
year is the best of any Cornbelt state, 
despite a growing shortage of skiII 
labor, it was indicated here [Lafa~ 
ette, Indiana] today. Absence of sui 
ficient farm labor has affected Ind!
ana less than other states for tw~ 
reasons: 

1. The average size of Indiana 
farms, 107 acres, is smaller than other 
cornbelt states, with the result that 
they can be managed more eaSily by 
one man or one family, leaving less 
need for hired labor. 

2. Prices Indiana farmers have re
ceived for products have conSistently 
averaged more than those received by 
·farmers in other stateS'---'-an added in
,dl,lc;em,ent for maintl!l,ining high pro-
duction. . . , 

GAIL COMPTON, 
The' Ohicago Tribune. 

; :' Sinarquista MQvement; A new and 
;m,Olilt important faGtor In the religiolij! 
quei3tiqn in Mexico is the rapidly grow
ing Sinarquista movement 'which is of
ficiaIIy known' as the Un,io~ Nacio1Ul! 
Sinarquista. This five-year-old ot'gall
ization is a stronglynationaIistic and 
devoutly Catholic movement whiCh al· 
ready has rilOre than 600,000 members 
and 'is growing· daily. It takes its name 
from tWQ Greek words mell-ning "wit)l 
'order" and it Iltands first of all for 
order, based on a Christian society in 
which the unit is ,.the legally estab
lishe9. family .... 

The Union Nacional Sinarquista is 
purely a social movement which is at
tempting to improve the living condi· 
tions 'and the moralS of Mexico's sup
prel:\sed agrarian masses .. Ev~ry mem
ber of the organiza.tion, is a native
born Mexican and a Catholic ... The 
Sinarquistas are opposed to any total
itarian form of government. They 
want to establish in Mexico a "Chris
tian democracy" or "Christian order" 
in which each family of the agrarian 
classes shall be permanently settled 
on its own piece of land. 

.JOHN W. WHITE 
The Sign 

. Rather Raise Cows. Phyllis Myles, 
WhO sings with a "name band," and 
sits "on the band stand watching the 
dancing world go by," woul~ ra~er 
have a house, of her own in a mce qIDet 
.spot in Connecticut where she can 
have a herb garden and some cows. 
She says there's something about a 
dance floor that does things to people 
-seems, to transport them to another 
world-but "if some of them could 
only see themselves as others see 
them!" She says cows fascinate her. 
She sees so many of them on the road. 
She admits she is "sort of afraid of 
them." But she thinks, "If I got to 
know them better, I'd like them. After 
all, the way to conquer fear is to face 
it. So, one of these days, I'm going to 
face a cow and get over it." 

VIRGINIA TRACY 
St. Louis Globe Democrat 
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RURAL LITERATURE 

CONCORDANCE TO THE BIBLE 
Thompson and Stock. B. Herder Book 

Co., st. Louis, Mo. 1942, $7.50 .. 1255 
pages. . 
A monumental work in size, in ex

tent in worth. It seems almost im-
os;ible that any two human beings 

~ould have accomplished this task in 
lesS than a lifetime, but. in the quiet
ness of Conception Abbey it was done. 

This Douay Concordance was 
needed. This Concordance will be 
more than useful to all. This Con
cordance is accurate to a fault. This 
Concordance is a marvel of printing. 

How much useless searching it 
would have saved me had I possessed 
the book twenty-five years ago. My 
first Christmas collection as a country 
pastor was $7.53. With three cents 
to spare, I would have sent for this 
book, and I would have felt amply 
repaid. 

L.G.L. 

THE UNKNOWN COUNTRY 
Canada and Her People . 
Bruce Hutchison. Coward-McCann, 

Inc., New York. 1942. $3.50. 386 
pages. 
If you have read "Life" (October 

19, 1942) and its slurs on Quebec, 
read this book on Canada. It is an 
interesting description of Canada in 
parts and as a whole. "A backward 
nation they call' us beside, our great 
neighbor-this though our eleven mil': 
lions have produced more, earned 
more, subdued more, built more than 
any other eleven millions in the world. 
. .'. a timid race . . . because we 
have not mastered all the achieve
ments nor all the vices of our neigh
bors." 

People in French Quebec "know the 
value of things , . . nothing is owned 
or possessed until it is used and put 
to work." 

"Montreal came out of the labor of 
millions of poor Canadians." It pos
sesses "the dropsical American dis
ease of size." 
. Ontario has in places "the suppurat
mg sores of modern industry, the 
slw;ns grOwing like rank water weeds 
beSide the canal, the horrid factory 
t?WllS that mean wealth for the na
tIon and poverty for the inhabitants." 

Who is a Successful man? "The 
man who knew crops and loved 
horses, who never went to bed with
?ut a last look into the barn, paus
mg ~here to listen to the . steady 
chewmg sound in the darkness and 
speaking to his old saddle horse, Rags, 
Who was too old to work." . 
h The poetical introductions to each 

C apter are charming. . 
L. G. L. 

THE BIBLE AND RURAL LIFE 
Ross J. Griffeth. The Standard Pub

lishing Company, Cincinnati. 1937. 
75c. 117 pages. 
A small brochure of 117 pages. If 

such a book could be written by a 
Protestant, why not· the same by a 
Catholic? It is a book worth having 
in a lib:rary. I heard Rabbi Jerome 
D. Folkman of Congregation Eman
uel, Grand Rapids, Michigan, quote 
from Jewish sources some of the most 
magnificent passages on rural life. 
How' about some Catholic quotations? 
Once upon a time a very prominent 
Catholic SCripture scholar answered 
an inquiry thus: "Not much in the 
Bible about Rural Life." Is that. true? 

L;G. L. 

ROSANNA OF THE AMISH 
Joseph W. Yoder. The 'X'oder Publish

ing Company, Huntingdon, Pennsyl
vania. 1941. $2.00. 319 pages. 
The story of Rosanna O'Connor, an 

orphaned Irish Catholic girl adopted 
by an Amish family, is an interesting 
account of the Simplicity and whole
someness of Amish farmers. Not a 
literary masterpiece but a nice little 
book to read. 

L.G.L. 

~S THE EARTH TURNS 
Gladys Hasty Oarroll. The Macmillan 

Company, New York. 1933. $2.50. 
339 pages. 
Once upon a time Mark Shaw had 

a farm and on this farm he had a: 
wife, eight Children, cows, horses and 
chickens, etc. Mark Shaw loved the 
land and had no time for those who 
did not. He was not in sympathy with 
those who were constantly on the 
move, in search of greener pastures. 
Never prosperous in the financial 
sense of the word, he had more than 
material wealth. He had the feeling 
of security that is characteristic of 
those who work the .soil, the love of 
his family and the respect of all who 
knew him. . ~d then there was Jen, 
the oldest daughter, a capable girl be~ 
loved by her family and. friends for 
her understanding heart. She "moth
ered" them all, even the Mother, who' 
was really only her step-mother. 
Mother Cora was a nervous "ailing" 
woman who took herb teas for her 
troubles. Five sons there were but 
only two chose the farm. Of the girls 
Eliza and Lois May were not farm 
gals. 

It is a homey story about plain 
folks, their joys, and their happiness 
when all was well and their sadness 
when things did not go just right. 

B.P. 

LAND AND HOME DECEMBER 1942 

FARM FOR FORTUNE AND VICE 
VERSA. A HANDBOOK FOR CITY 
FARMERS 
By Ladd Haystead. G. P. P1,1tnam's 

Sons, New York, New York. 1942. 
207 pages. Price, $2.00. 
Any" city slicker who plans to go 

farming MUST read this book. There 
is a lot of common sense and good 
philosophy combined. A man with 
experience wrote it, people without 
experience should read it. 

L.G.L. 

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF 
ECONOMICS' . , . 

Harry GunnisOn Brown. Lucas Broth.:. 
~rs, . CQlumbia; Mo. 1942. $3.00. 
542 pages. 
Dr. Harry Gunnison Brown,PrQfes

sor of Economics in the University of 
Missouri, delivered a splendid paper 
and led a very interesting discussion 
during the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference Convention held in 
Jefferson City, October 4, 1941. Dr. 

. Brown is an economist of value. He 
is an economist without fear. He is a 
scholar. He draws logical conclu
sions. The book, like all books on 
economics, is very hard to read, but 
Cp,apter 15 on "The Problem of Land 
Rent" is intelligible and worth read
ing more than once. 

L.G.L, 

WORK CLOTHES FOR WOMEN 
Farmers' Bulletin No. 1905, Clarice 

L., Scott. U. S. Pepartment of Ag
riculture, Washington, D: C. 5 
cents. 16 pages~ . 
Dt)scriptions and illustrations of 

clothes designed with the require
ments of particular jobs in mind. 

FAVORITE SONGS OF THE 
FARMERS UNION' and 
SELECTED SONGS 
Farmers Union Cooperative Educa

tion Service, Jamestown, North Da
kota. 5 cents each. 
Two little pamphlets of song collec

tions from among the favorites sung 
in local Unions, camps and conven~ 
tions. . 

2t I 



AMERICAN COOPERATION, 1941 
A collection of Papers Comprising the 
Seventeenth Session of the American 
.Institu~ of Cooperation 
The Ainerican' Institute of Coopera

tion, Washington, D. C. $3.50. 627 
pages. .,!' 

Now and then, otherwise wise men 
,make the remark: "But in the United 
States coopera~ves are not making 
headway. They are not suitable. They 
just don't work in a big country like 
ours." This volume of 627 pages, 
chock-full of readable accounts of 
actual accomplishments, offering an 
amazing array of facts,figures and 
philosophy will easily disprove the 
above statement of the otherwise wise' 
men. 

There is a sad situation to be no-

ticed, however. Too many of the.coop
eratives herein described are' organ
ized for the sole benefit of the large
scale commercial farmers-the type 
O'Neal and Smith represent by the 
Farm Bloc. As a poet once said, 
"Their honor rooted, in dishonor 
stood." 

Not only poor wages, but miserable 
wages, poor living conditions for the 
thousands of migrant workers that 
sweat at the bottom of this coopera
tive group of farmers, can never be 
considered right, no matter how effi
cient processing, and marketing may 
be. If organization into cooperatives 
is good for the big farmers, why are 
not unions good and advisable for 
the, poor "devils" who work in the 
fields? "What is good for you is good 
for me, too," says the worker. Would 

Send for Our Book List • •• 

it not be better to have these efliCiellt 
"cooperators" help, the factory Work 
ers in their fields to rise to a high • 
level of human existence in our iUrJ.~~ 
ican democracy? It would not hUrt 
the cooperators. 

L.G.L. 

THIS LAND WE DEFEND 
Hugh Hammona.Bennett ana. William 

Clayton Pryor. Longmans, Green 
and Co., New York. 1942. $1.50. 
107 pages. 
It would make a fine mOvie SCript. 

It's in the style. Very readable; nice 
pictures. It may be the very book 
school children need. It appeals more 
to sentiment and imagination than to 
'reason. SoU conservation is reason. 
able besides being romantic. 

L.G.L. 
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