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Diocesan Chancery 
Peoria. Illinois 

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 
will hold its convention in Peoria. beginning October 3 and end
ing October 6. A warm welcome to all who will attend its 
sessions! 

The world picture has blackened up conSiderably since the 
night when the Executive Committee expressed the wish that 
Peoria take on this year's Catholic Rural Life Convention. 

Perhaps that is all the more reason why the convention 
should be held-just because it is war time. The matters to be 
discussed will have an important bearing on spiritual. moral. 
social. and economic conditions during the dark days of the 
war and in the unpredictable post-war era. 

This year's National Catholic Rural Life Convention will be 
held with the simple impressiveness that befits· war restrictions. 

I wish to assure the Bishops. priests. religious. the laity. dele
gates and speakers. Catholic and non-Catholic. that we shein 
be happy to see you. 

Special days have been arranged 
for all. 

Teacher'S, Leaders' and Youth 
Day, Saturday, October 3. Mass 
meetings will be held at 10:00 a. m. 
The youth section will meet at the 
Academy of Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart. In the afternoon sectional 
discussion meetings will be held "for 
Youth and by youth." 

Farmers' Day, Monday, October 5. 
The technology of farming as related 
to peace and war will be discussed. 

Joseph H. Schlarman 
Bisbop of Peoria 

. Ladies' and Confraternity Day, 
Tuesday, October 6. The program 
for this day has been arranged in co
operation with the Peoria Diocesan 
Council of the National Council of 
Catholic Women and the Confrater
nity of Christian Doctrine. 

On Sunday, October 4, there will 
be a concert by the Von Trapp fam
ily, followed by the presidential ad
dress by the Most Reverend Aloisius 
]. Muench, Bishop of Fargo. 
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Since there is to be no National 
Confraternity Congress this year, the 
National Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine is participating in and con
tributing to the programs of the 
Peoria Convention of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. The 
meetings in Peoria will provide the 
only opportunity for Diocesan Direc
tors to come together for discussion 
of their many problems. 

An effort will qlso be made to hold 
meetings of the national Confrater
nity committees, so that plans may 
be made for development of proce
dures and materials in the various 
phases of religious instruction spon
sored by the Confraternity. 

The Peoria Diocesan Council of 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women is assisting with the program 
for Ladies' Day on Tuesday, October 
6. Some of the topics for discussion 
will be "The Nobility of the Queen 
in a Farm Home," "Social Responsi
bility of the Farm Woman," "Making 
the Rural Home Beautiful and Con
venient," and "Preparing Rural Girls 
for the Rural Home." . 

Teachers and farmers will have an 
opportunity to learn about coopera
tives and credit unions, and what 
they can do to cooperate with such 
organizations from Mr. E. R. Bowen, 
General Secretary of the Cooperative 
League of the U. S. A., Mr. Roy F. 
Bergengren, Managing Dire c tor, 
Credit Union National Associ1ition, 
Inc., and others. 

Remember the dates, October 3-6, 
1942. Peoria, Illinois. Headquarters: 
Hotel Pere Marquette. For reserva
tion or information, write to: Rever
end Charles W. Clifford, 607 North 
Madison Avenue, Peoria. For fur
ther details a tentative program ap
pears on page 29 of this issue. 
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THE LAND 
AND' SACRAMENTALS 

·'IJ()lnflS Allen, o. S. 8 

I T IS to be regretted that so many 
good Catholics living in rural 

communities do not make use of those 
blessings 'which refer to the land and 
the products of the soil. In the seven 
sacraments, the influence of Christ 
touches life in all its crises and im
portant religious needs. But in the 
realm of the sacramentals, the influ
ence of Christ and the Church ex
tends into the thousand-and-one cir
cumstances of the home, work, indus
try, agriculture, and recreation. In 
all these circumstances of life, the 
Church continually offers incidental 
helps through the sacramentals. 

-The prayers used in theagricul
tural sacramentals, as well as many 
others, are in the form of petitions. 
That is, they ask God to bestow 
graces and favors upon those who use 
the objects worthily and with the 
right disposition. The efficacy of the 
sacramentals, therefore, is due partly 
to the Church's prayer and partly to 
the users' active dispositions. The 
spiritual help obtained through the 
use of the sacramentals depends to a 
certain extent on our faith, devotion 
and confidence. However, the pray
ers and blessings of the Church often 
produce effects independently of the 
individual's personal devotion. But 
sacramentals should not be considered 
magic wands. For instance, a farmer 
should not neglect to cultivate a field 
of corn, and expect the blessing of the 
seed to assure a good crop. The bless
ing connected with a sacramental is, 
according to Cardinal Gasquet, "A 
favor or grace which descends from 
God on creatures through the prayers 
of one having power from the Church 
to confer it." 

In the age of faith no seed was 
sown or planted without the blessing 
of the Church. At planting time, 

whether in spring or fall, God was 
asked to protect the seed and make it 
productive. The solemn blessing of 
seed takes place on the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, September 
8. The first part of this blessing re
fers to. the Old Testament and the 
custom of offering the first fruits. Ac
cording to the Mosiac Law, the Jews 
were obliged to offer to God the tenth 
part of the fruits and the products of 
the fields, and the first born of oxen 
and sheep. This has a modern appli
cation in the Lord's Acre Plan. The 
following is a translation of the bless
ing: 

"Holy Lord, Almighty Father, Eter
nal God, we humbly pray Thee that 
Thou wouldst look upon this seed 
with favorable eyes and a serene 
countenance. And as Thou didst in
struct Thy servant Moses in the land 
of Egypt, saying: 'Tell the sons of 
Israel upon their entrance into the 
promised land which I shall give to 

••••••••••• .............. . .. . . .. .. .. ..... • • 

them, that they bring their first 
to the priests and they shall 
blessed,' so we also pray Thee 
Thou, 0 Lord, wouldst send 
from Thy merciful hand Thy 
upon this seed. Permit it to 
forth, protect it from hail and tor. 
rents, that it may remain unharmed 
and, for the benefit of soul and body 
reach perfect maturity. Who livest 
and reignest in perfect Trinity for
ever and ever. Amen. 

"Almighty, Eternal God, Sower and 
Cultivator oj the heavenly word! 
Thou tillest the soil of olfr hearts 
with celestial rakes, hearken gracious
ly to our petitions and pour upon the 
fields which are about to receive this 
seed Thine abundant blessings. By 
Thy merciful protection keep them 
from the fury of storms, so that with
out obstacles the entire fruit, filled 
with Thy blessing, may reach the 
barn. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.". 

Monsignor Hellriegel suggests that 
the prayers used in blessing be given 
to the people, so that if they cannot 
be officially said by the pastor, the 
farmers themselves can pronounce the 
prayers over their seed before they 
plant it. 

The blessing df se~d is not re
stricted to the solemn blessing given 
on September 8. On all other occa
sions the ordinary blessing of the 
Church is used. It reads as follows: 

"Lord we ask and implore that , . 
Thou wilt deign to bless this gram, 
cherish it with gentle breezes, make 
it fruitful with heavenly dew, and 
bring it unharmed to fullest ma
turity to the benefit of souls and 
bodies. Through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen." 

The Church in her solicitude for 
the farmers' temporal welfare does 
not withdraw her aid. when the seed 
has been planted. As the wheat, corn 
or fruit grows or matures, she pro· 
vides a special blessing for its protec
tion. This blessing is brief, but eli
pressive: 
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"Bless, 0 Lord, the growing fruits 
me them) and grant that we who 

(~ of them in Thy holy name may 
ea. y health of body and mind. 
~~ey are then sprinkled with holy 

water.) 

The grateful farmer rejoices as the 
crops gradually mature. But his joy 
may turn into sadness when locusts, 
grasshoppers, or other enemies threat
en to destroy his crop. When such 
dangers threaten, the Church proc 
vides a special deprecatory blessing 
consisting of three prayers. 

A liberal use of the agricultural 
blessings is made in religious commu
nities located in rural districts. For 
instance, the Benedictine Abbey at 
Conception, Missouri, daily in spring 
and summer, uses the Weather Bless
ing to protect the fields and crops 
from hail and storms. The wine is 
blessed on the feast of St. John the 
Apostle and bread on the feast of St. 
Agatha. A solemn invocation is made 
for protection from locusts and pests 
on the feast of St. Columban and a .. , 
petition is offered to St. Scholastica 
on her feast day to protect the fields 
from devastating storms. 

On the joyful occasion of the Feast 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Vir
gin Mary, August 15> the Church sol
emnly dedicates the grains and fruits 
to God. Historically, this blessing 
recalls the effort of the Church in 
e:uly times to supplant the supersti
tious use of herbs by blessing them 
and raising them to the rank of sac
ramentals. The blessing begins with 
the r~citation of Psalm 64. This 
beaUtiful prayer was used by the Jews 

centuries before the time of Christ. 
It shows the close connection, in the 
Jewish mind, between religion and 
the soil. 

"Thou has visited the earth and 
given it abundant rain ... Thou dost 
prepare food for Thy people, for thus 
Thou makest the earth ready (to 
yield its fruit) . . . Thou dost bless 
the cycle of the year with Thy kind
ness; and the fields are full' or' 
plenty." 

On other occasions, before and 
after the feast of the Assumption, the 
Church provides a shorter blessing. 
It is called the Blessing of Plants and 
Vines, and reads as follows: 

"Almighty God, we beseech Thy 
me~cy that Thou mayest pour out the 
abundance of Thy blessing upon the 
first-fruits of Thy creature which 
Thou has deigned to assist with well
ordered sunshine and rain, and may
est bring the fruit of Thy earth to 
maturity. Grant also that Thy peo
ple always may thank Thee for Thy 
gifts, so that Thou mayest fill the 
souls of the hungry with an abund
ance of good things from the Fertility 
of the earth, and that the poor and 
needy may praise the name of Thy 
glory. 

Horses, especially draft animals, 
mules and other animals for farm 
work are all a matter of concern to 
the Church. She provides a blessing 
for them, as well as their stables, and 
even their feed. This blessing is in 
honor of St. Anthony, the Abbot. In 
I938, two circus elephants were 
among the animals blessed in Rome. 
These prayers are used in the bless
ing: 

"Let us pray: God our Refuge and 
Strength, Author of piety, hear the 
pious prayers of the Church and 
grant that what we confidently ask, 
we may efficaciously obtain. 

"Almighty and Eternal God, who 
has tested the strength of St. Anthony 
by various trials, and who brought 
him unharmed through the turbulence 
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of this life, grant to Thy servants that 
they may set forth in the light of his 
example and be freed from the diffi
culties of this world by his gracious 
intercession and his glorious merits. 

"Lord may these animals receive 
Thy blessing by which they are made 

healthy and are freed from every evil 
through the intercession of St. An
thony. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen." 

Everything the farmer has - his 
herd, flocks, poultry, bees, mill, vine
yard, hay, salt, pasture, well, tools, 
tractor, truck, automobile, and home 
may receive special blessings. 

Father Bede Scholz, O.S.B., puts 
these pointed questions to Catholic 
farmers: "What farmer does not de
sire to see his labors blessed, to obtain 
a plentiful harvest? Could .any bet
ter means be desired than those bless
ings the Church offers him to petition 
God for his good favor? Farmers 
should be told about these blessings 
and encouraged to ask for these vari
ous benedictions." The well-known 
writer, Charles J. McNeill, says a re
vival of the agricultural sacramentals 
-a sign of a revitalized Christian 
spirit - has begun in the United 
States. This revival is especially no
ticeable in a better observance of the 
seasonal ceremonies connected with 
the Ember and Rogation days. A 
later article will discuss these im
portant observances for rural par
ishes. 
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ST ANDING THE TEST you," I said. "He'll be wanting t 
take you back to Ohio with him." 0 

Jesse StUd!t' 

"ORETA, why are you so 
happy?" 1 asked as 1 moved 

my chair from the dinner table. 
"I'm just happy," she smiled. 
"There must be some reason why 

you are so happy," 1 said. "You've 
been sad a long time." 

"If I's to tell you why I'm happy, 
Lester," Oreta said, "it would make 
you as sad as I've been. 1 don't want 
anybody ever to feel the way that I 
have felt for the last six months." 

"I don't care what it is," I said, 
"I'll never go around dreamin' like 
you have." 

"You promise that it won't make 
you mad?" 

"Yes, I promise." 
"Promise that you won't lose your 

temper and want to fight?" . 
"I promise." 
"An old beau is coming to see me 

this afternoon," she said softly, look
ing at the floor. 

"So, Lin Seagraves is coming is 
he?" 

"How did you know it's Lin?" she 
asked. 

"You went with him four years be
fore you married me," I said. "I 
know he's never married." 

"That's right, Lester," Oreta said. 
It hurt me to think that another 

man was coming to my house. to see 
my wife. I believe that it would hurt 
any man if he. loved his wife like I 
loved Oreta. 

"You ought to 've thought about 
this before we had two children," I 
said. 

"Now you said you wouldn't fuss, 
Lester," she reminded me. 

"That's right," I said. "I forgot." 
Oreta got up from the table. and 

lReprinted by 8pecial. permission of THE 
OOMMONWEAL. Copyright 19411 by tM 
Oommonweal Publishing 00., Inc. 
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walked over to the stove. She started 
pouring hot water from the tea-kettle 
into the dishpan to wash the dishes. 
1 sat at the table thinking as I looked 
at Oreta-to me, the prettiest woman 
in the world-I can't blame Lin for 
com;.ng back to see her, I thought, as 
I looked at her ripe wheat-straw col
ored hair and her soft blue eyes, her 
two rows of percoon petal teeth and 
her cherry-ripe red lips. She had 
never looked prettier to me than she 
did this morning. 

Elsetta came running across the 
dining room to me. I got up from the 
table, took her by the hand and 
walked· out into the yard. I knew 
that Oreta wanted to hurry the dishes 
so she'd have time to fix herself up 
before Lin came. I knew that I 
wasn't going back to work in the tim
ber when a man was coming to 'my 
house to see my wife. I took time out 
and walked about over the yard look
ing at the wild flowers that I had car
ried from the woods and set out in the 
yard for Oreta. Elsetta played with 
their blossoms and waved her tiny 
hand at the bumble-bees to shoo them 
away. As I walked along, I thought 
the situation over. I knew that I 
wasn't going to hurt Lin for that 
wouldn't do. I made up my mind that 
I would treat Lin like I would any 
other guest. I had beaten him once, 
maybe I could do it again. 

When 1 walked back in the house, 
Oreta had done the dishes and she 
was all dressed up with' a bunch of 
red roses in her blond hair. She was 
dressed up just the way she used to 
dress when 1 went to see her. 

o "You look fine, Oreta," I said, 
laughing. "I haven't seen you look 
better since the days I used to go with 
you." . 

"Th~nk you, Lester," Oreta said. 

"You'll look grand when Lin sees 

"You think so?" Oreta asked 
laughing. ' 

"I know he will." 
1 hadn't more than said these Words 

~ntil a well dressed man came walk. 
mg up the path to our small log 
house. He looked at the flowers as 
he walked along the path, tOUChing 
the soft touch-me-not petals with his 
white hand. . 

, "There he is," 1 said with a smile. 

Oreta walked to the door. 

"Lin," she said. 

"Oreta," he said as he hurried up 
the walk. 

1 thought they would hug and kiss' 
I believe if 1 hadn't been sittingther~ 
they would have. They shook hands 
-Lin held Oreta's hand a little long, 
I thought. Then Lin looked slowly 
toward me. 

"Howdy, Lester," he said quite 
friendly and shook my hand. 

"It's mighty good to see you, Lin," 
I said. "Welcome to our home." 

1 took his suitcase upstairs to the 
room that would be his. When I 
came back Lin was sitting in my big 
rocking chair drinking a cup of coffee 
that Oreta had brought him. Oreta 
was sitting across from him and they 
were looking at each other smiling-
1 could see that Lin had admiration 
for her written across his clean shaven 
face. He was wearing a blue suit, 
red rose in his coat lapel, a white silk 
shirt and a broad striped necktie, held 
in place with an initialed tie clasp and 
a diamond tiepin. His shoes were 
shined until you could see yourself in 
them. 

"You're looking mighty prosper
ous, Lin," I said breaking in while be 
was talking to Oreta. 

"I'm getting along fairly well, 
thanks," he said in a pleasant voice. 

Just then our baby was awakened 
by our talking. He awoke crying and 
Oreta started to the bedroom to get 
him. 

"I'll get him, Oreta," 1 said, "1 
want Lin to see our boy." 
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I brought Timothy back in 
he had quit crying. 

like to hold Oreta's baby ,in 
,='n.."n" once," Lin said dusting his 
i;ollfsleeves. 

iiyou'd better not, Lin," I said. 
,iyoU haven't handled many babies 
have you?" 

''No, no, I haven't," he said slowly, 
his face blushing. 

IIHe might dampen you if you were 
to hold 'im," I said. 

When Elsetta walked near Lin he 
reached out and coaxed . with his 
hands. 

"Come to me little Girlie," he said. 
"You've got hair pretty as your 
mother's." 

But Elsetta shied away as if she 
were afraid of him. 

"That's funny, Oreta," Lin said, 
"most every little girl likes to come 
to me." 

I almost laughed. That was so 
funny to hear a bachelor talk like 
that. 

"How are you getting along now, 
Lester?" Lin asked, turning toward 
me, screwing his neck around in his 
stiff collar. 

"How do you mean?" I asked. 
"Oh, with your farm work," he 

said. 
"Fairly well," I said. "I need help 

and can't get it.',' 
"That's too bad," Lin said. 
"Everybody's busy now and you 

can't hire a man a day to save your 
life," I said. 

"Are you making much money?" 
he asked me. 

"Oh, farming's a lot like it used to 
be when you lived in these parts and 
worked on a farm," I said. "Tobacco 
and strawberries is our money crops." 

"Farming used to be so dreadful" 
Lin said. "Thank God 1 got out ~f 
it into something better." 

"That's fine," 1 said. 
"If you have something to do this 

afternoon," Lin said, "don't let me 
keep you from it." 

"I' . ve not got anythmg for one man 
to do," I said. "I've got something 
that will take two men to do." 

Lin didn't take my hint since I'd 
put the proposition before him. He 
pretended that he didn't understand 
and he turned to Oreta and started 
talking about the fine job that he had 
where he could sit in a swivel chair 
with a pencil behind his ear all day. 
I just sat there with Timothy in my 
arms and listened to him brag to 
Oreta about the money he was mak
ing and the fine home that he had. 1 
could tell what he was driving at but 
1 didn't pretend that 1 knew. I just 
rocked and sang to Timothy. I'd 
never seen Oreta happier than she 
was while she looked at Lin and he 
looked at her and their faces beamed 
with affection. 

Soon as, Timothy was asleep, 1 
thought the affection between Lin and 
Oreta had gone on long enough for 
one day. 

"Lin, you wouldn't mind helping 
me cut a couple of trees would you?" 
I asked. 

"Oh, oh-~h, no-" he said-"but 
I didn't bring any work clothes with 
me. In fact, 1 don't have any." 

"1 think 1 have some here that will 
fit you," 1 said. 

. "Shoes, too?" 
"What size do you wear?" 
"Eights." 
"I've got 'em." 
"Yes, l-l-can help you cut down 

a couple of trees 1 guess," he said 
slowly. 

"That's fine," 1 said. "Here's Tim
othy, Oreta. You can put 'im to 
bed." 

"We're coming with you," Oreta 
said. 

"That's wonderful, Oreta," Lin 
said, his face brightening. 

1 hunted my work clothes for Lin 
and while he dressed 1 went to the 
tool shed. 1 carried the tools; Lin 
carried Timothy and Oreta walked 
between Lin and me up the path 
toward the tobacco patch and led 
Elsetta. When we reached the to
bacco patch, Lin gave Timothy to 
Oreta while he wiped sweat from his 
hot face. 1 wasn't even sweating. 
Oreta sat down on a rock under a big 
shade tree at the edge of the field 
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where the wilted tobacco leaves 
sagged under the glimmer of heat. 

"Here's the first tree," 1 said. 
"You've got more than two dead 

trees to cut," Lin said looking at the 
row of' dead hickories along the edge 
of the field. "I'm just wondering why 
you have to cut them." 

"The wind blows dead limbs from 
their shaggy tops," 1 said. "They fall 
among the tobacco plants and ruin 
the leaves." 

"Oh, oh--quite true," Lin said. 
"We'll just cut 'em all." 

1 knew that Lin was just talking . 
because Oreta was watching us work. 
1 notched the tree so dead and sea
soned that it almost turned the edge 
of my sharp double-bitted ax. 

"Ready to rip it down," 1 said. 
Lin got down on his knees and bent 

over the saw. We finally got the saw 
started into the side of the seasoned 
tree. We hadn't sawed half way the 
first tree when Lin started riding his 
saw. 

"Let's rest a minute, Lin," 1 said. 
"You're not tired are you?" 
,"No," 1 said. 
1 didn't tell him that he was tired 

or he wouldn't be riding the saw. Lin 
straightened up above the saw, pulled 
his handkerchief from his hip pocket 
and wiped sweat from his eyes and 
face. His pale face was flushed with 
color now. I knew that Oreta knew 
who was tired for she was sitting near 
enough to watch us work. 1 knew 
that Lin didn't want Oreta to know 
that he couldn't take it. We finally 
finished sawing the tree down. 

1 notched the second tree and it 
took us three hitches to saw it down. 
I notched the third tree and it took 
us four hitches to saw it down. The 
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fourth tree I notched, it took five 
hitches to saw down. And the fifth , 
tree I notched it took us ten hitches 
to saw down. When I notched the 
last tree, Lin stretched out on the 
grass . under the green oak shade to 
cool. His face was red as a sliced 
beet. I was a little tired for Lin was 
really riding the saw now. I guess it 
took us an hour to saw the last tree 
down - finally, we got it to the 
ground. 

"What a half day's work," Lin 
moaned as we started back to the 
house. He wasn't carrying Timothy 
either. He stumbled along the path 
while I carried the tools back to the 
house and Oreta carried Timothy. 
Oreta had seen us working together. 
I wondered what she thought. about 
the man she was married to and the 
man she thought she was in love with. 

That evening when I'd finished my 
chores, I went to the kitchen to find 
Lin dressed in his good clothes, wear
ing an apron over them while he 
helped Oreta get supper. I almost 
laughed when I saw him showing her 
how he did things in his "kitchenette" 
in Ohio. All he talked to her about 
was his fine home and how he had it 
all rented· out but the apartment in 
which he lived. He told Oreta that 
his bed folded into the wall-and a 
lot of stuff like that. He told her 
about his silverware; that it was of 
the best pattern. I never heard such 
flowery talk. 

After supper we sat in the living 
room and talked. I could see that 
Lin's face was flushed more than it 
was when he came. The sun had col
ored his face to a living red-blood 
color. I knew that this had been one 
afternoon when Lin hadn't sat in a 
swivel chair. That night when I went 
to bed, I felt as if there were a cop
perhead turned loose in my home 
knowing that there was another man 
in my house in love with my wife. I 
wondered if· other men would feel like 
I did if they had somebody in their 
house in love with their wife. All 
sorts of wild thoughts ran through 
my brain. 

By morning I had another job for 
Lin. I knew he'd want to stay around 
the house and help Oreta while I went 

to the field; I knew if I took Lin to 
the field that Oreta would go. At the 
breakfast table, I asked Lin if he 
would help me pick the cherries. I 
told him the trees were so tall I 
needed somebody that could climb
and somebody to hold the ladder. 
Finally Lin said he would help. Oreta 
said that she wanted to go and hold 
the ladder for us. Then Lin was 
pleased. Soon as I had finished the 
morning chores and Oreta and Lin 
had done the dishes, we started to the 
cherry orchard around the slope from 
the house. I carried the long ladder; 
Lin carried Timothy and Oreta car
ried the big basket with a lot of 
buckets in it. 

While Oreta held the ladder, EI
setta watched over Timothy where 
Oreta had made him a pallet. Oreta 
watched me go up the ladder first; 
then she watched Lin come after me. 
We carried our buckets strapped 
around us and small ropes tied to the 
buckets to let the cherries down from 
the tree. Then Oreta carried the 
buckets of cherries and poured them 
into the big basket. 

I knew that Lin thought that he 
would beat me picking cherries be
cause he thought my calloused fingers 
were stiff. But I'd lean against a 
limb and rope them from the tree 
with both hands while Lin used only 
one hand and held to the tree with 
the other. I knew that Oreta couldn't 
help but notice that I sent two loaded 

buckets down from the tree to Lin's 
one. She saw me go out on the limbs 
and rope the cherries in with my long 
arms and big hands. And she 
watched Lin finger around to pull one 
cherry at the time. I think she was 
a little disgusted the way Lin picked 
cherries. 

At noon I carried the big basket 
filled with cherries to the house While 
Lin walked along with Oreta and 
talked about his silverware, his Cherry 
drop-leaf .tables and things that a 
woman would talk about. Oreta 
walked beside him and carried Tim
othy. Lin had wanted to carry him 
but Oreta insisted that she had better. 
I thought things had changed a little. 
Soon as we had finished dinner, we 
hurried back to the orchard. That 
afternoon we finished the cherries. 
And that evening after I'd finished 
my chores, I came to the house and 
found Lin trimming Oreta's pretty 
hair. He was telling her the way 
women wore their hair in Columbus. 
That was one time I almost lost my 
temper but I laughed a forced laugh. 
I told Oreta that her hair looked 
much better as she primped before 
the mirror. But Oreta knew better. 
I could tell she didn't like her hair
cut. I knew picking cherries was too 
easy for him; I'd have to find some
thing harder for him to do. 

Next morning I took Lin to cut 
tobacco sticks. Oreta didn't go with 
us. Lin didn't want to go, but I in
sisted that I had to have someone 
help me saw the black-oak cuts from 
the tree. Soon as we reached the 
ridge-road above the house, I looked 
back toward the house-I saw Oreta 
out among the wild flowers that I had 
carried from the hills and had set in 
our yard for her. I'd never seen her 
do this before. I was pleased. 

That morning we cut one tree after 
another and we ripped the saw 
through the tree trunks. I looked Lin 
over while we pulled the saw. He 
wasn't as much man as I was and I 
knew it. He talked about house fur
niture to Oreta just like some neigh
bor woman would while I talked 
crops, timber, land, . horses, mules, 
plows and cattle to her. I had come 
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pine woods and she had 
the scent of pine needles on 

I had come from the to
and she had smelled young 

tobacco on my clothes, she had 
the loamy dirt on my hands, 

ilks and com tassels and young 
corn on my breath-I had 

so much of their scent into 
lungs when I worked among them 

..... hot days. She had never smelled 
. scents on Lin. I thought that I 

more of a man than he was. I was 
, better muscled than he was. 

was better dressed; that was all. 
Ahd to put him in my rags he looked 
terrible to me; I wondered how he 
looked to Oreta. . 

That day after we'd cut tobacco 
stick timber, Lin was too tired to 
wear an apron and help Oreta in the 
kitchen. And that evening we didn't 
do much talking. I could tell that 
Oreta had changed toward Lin.. I 
think Lin could tell it too. I thought 
the next day that he'd get all he 
wanted for I had saved the hardest 
work for that day. I wanted to cut 
clapboards timber from the big oaks 
on my farm. 

That night after Lin went upstairs 
to bed, I sat alone in the room with 
Oreta. I smiled at her; she smiled 
pleasantly at me. I wondered what 
had made her change toward Lin. I 
was glad that I hadn't lost my tem
per; I was glad that I was standing 
the test with Lin before the woman 
that we both loved. . 

Friday morning when we went to 
cut the board timber, Lin complained 
of being sore all over his body. 

"You're a good worker Lin" I 
said. "I'm awfully glad yo~'ve ~ome 
to see us. You've helped me out a 
lot." 

Lin walked silently along the path. 

"I think Oreta was glad to see you 
too," I said. 

Lin didn't answer me. He limped 
along as he walked up a little hilI 
Where the big board timber grew. I 
followed behind him carrying all the 
tools. 

As we ripped the first big white 
oak down, Lin had to stop to rest five 

times. While I trimmed the limbs 
from the tree, Lin rested. When we 
had finished sawing a board-cut from 
the tree trunk, Lin sprawled on the 
ground to rest. When we went home 
at noon to dinner, Lin was so tired 
he could hardly walk. Oreta didn't 
smile as much toward Lin as she did 
toward me. I could tell the change 
had come. 

After dinner we went back to the 
board timber. The whole afternoon, 
we didn't do as much as two average 
workers could do in an hour. When 
the day was over I did the chores. 
Soon as I'd finished doing my chores 
I went up the hollow to my bathing 
hole in a deep cool mountain stream. 

Then I came home and shaved, put 
on a white shirt, neck tie, and my 
best suit of clothes. 

I guess Lin was too tired to shave 
his face and take his bath in the 
smokehouse. He had been having 
Oreta heat water for him in the tea
kettle and I had been carrying it to 
him. And when I sat down at the 
table, Oreta looked at me with soft 
eyes and her lips were curved in 
smile. She saw Lin dressed in my 
clothes with beard on his face; she 
saw me dressed in clothes almost as 
good as Lin had been wearing. She 
saw the coloring of a working, moun-

\ tain man where the wind, the sun, 
rain, sleet and snow whip color into 
a man's face. Oreta kept looking at 
me. She scarcely looked at Lin. 

That evening Lin didn't help Oreta 
dry the dishes and he didn't talk 
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about his silver pattern, his apart
ment, his fine home and furniture and 
his clothes. He didn't talk about his 
easy job and all the money he had 
made since he had left the mountains. 
And he didn't talk about how little 
girls always made friends with him 
since Elsetta never would. Even lit
tle Timothy had cried every time Lin 
had taken him into his arms. Lin 
went to bed early. Next morning, 
when Lin came down stairs, he 
brought his suitcase. 

"You're not leaving us, Lin?" 

"Thought I'd better be getting 
back to my job," he said. "I just 
took a week off for my spring vaca
tion." 

At the breakfast table Oreta 
seemed pleased again. She was al
most as happy as she was the day that 
Lin came. She passed Lin the hot 
biscuits and laughed. She asked him 
to have this and have that. I thought 
she. was so friendly with Lin again 
that he might want to stay another 
week. Then I looked at Lin's sun
burned face. It was covered with 
scattered beard. I wondered why he 
hadn't shaved-but maybe his face 
was too sore. 

Soon as we had finished breakfast, 
Lin hurried into the living room, 
picked up his suitcase. 

"Goodbye, Oreta," he said. 

"Goodbye, Lin." 

"Goodbye, Lester." 

"Goodbye, Lin," I said, shaking 
his hand, looking at his sun tanned 
whiskered face that looked so strange 
above his high white collar, silk shirt 
and broad striped necktie pinned and 
clasped. "You want to come and see 
us again when you spend another 
vacation." 

"Thank you," he said, as he made 
for the door. 

When he walked down the path, I 
watched him as he turned the bend. 
Oreta didn't look. She threw her 
arms around my neck. 

"Lester," she said. 

"Oreta," I said, stroking her 
bobbed hair. 
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THE ART OF AGRICULTURE And Pope Pius VII, writing in 
1812, and using a more traditional 
mode of expression, lays it down that 
"Agriculture is the first and most im
portant of all arts." 

G r(lh(lm C(lrey 

A LL created things may be 
thought of either under their 

formal or under their material as
pect. That is, everything is at the 
same time a pattern or arrangement 
and something which is patterned or 
arranged. The principle that pat
terns we call form. That which re
ceives the form we call matter. 

Man is no exception. He also has 
formal and material aspects, or as 
we usually say, a soul and a body. 
Christian doctrine teaches us that 
soul and body are both real, are both 
good, are necessary to each other, 
and that the spiritual principle has 
a primacy over the material. All 
Christians do not understand this 
doctrine, and often actually believe 
to a greater or less extent in heresies 
which contradict it. 

Many people who consider them
selves Christians actually tend strong
ly to the Manichean error. Mani
cheans are those who, exaggerating 
the doctrine of the primacy of the 
spirit, maintain that only the soul is 
real and good, and that regard for 
the body is a dangerous mistake. 
Others, also believing that they are 
orthodox Christians, tend strongly to 
the opposite error, that of the Mate
rialists. Materialists, exaggerating 
the doctrine of the goodness of the 
body, maintain that only the body is 
real or good, and that regard for the 
soul is a dangerous mistake. 

The Catholic Church maintains 
the mean of truth between these two 
heresies, affirming that as God made 
man both body and soul, it is man's 
duty to care for both and to keep 
them together. Only by proper re
gard for body as well as soul can 
both be what they should be. 
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Many Catholics not only lean 
heavily toward Manicheanism or 
toward Materialism, but allow them
selves to be guided by a strange mix
ture or muddle of Manichean and 
Materialist notions. As a result of 
this confusion of thought our souls 
suffer from our bad treatment of our 
bodies almost as much as our bodies 
suffer from our bad treatment of our 
souls. 

In no department of life is this 
confusion more evident than in that 
of food. The materialistic notions 
that food is all important as a source 
of pleasure struggles with the puri
tanical notion that eating is, after all, 
a rather low and messy business, and 
that the less we think about it the 
better. The various mixtures, with 
which we are so familiar, of these two 
heretical ideas are a sad substitute 
for the clear and simple Catholic 
doctrine. 

If the perfection of anything de
pends upon its material cause, and if 
food is our material cause, it would 
seem inescapable that the quality of 
that food, and the means by which it 
is produced, upon which that quality 
depends, are of fundamental impor
tance. The means by which food is 
produced is the technique of agri
culture. 

Lord N orthbourne, a contempo
rary English expert, writes as follows: 
"The history of food is the history 
of farming, and the history of farm
ing is the history of civilization." 

Viscount Lymington, another, ex
presses the same principles thus: 
"Farming is the external mechanism 
of human biology; it is an essential 
part of the process of nutrition." 

To many of us it seems strange to 
call agriculture an art; it seems even 
grotesque to speak of farmers as 
artists. This is the central point of 
our difficulty. Agriculture is prop
erly an art, a virtue of the practical 
intelligence, but it can also degen
erate into a business, an activity in
spired by that love of money which 
the Apostle tells us "is the root of 
all evil." The work of the true 
farmer is dominated by artistic ends 
of optimum well-being for man, beast 
and plant. The work of the commer
cial farmer is dominated by financial 
ends of .maximum profit. The differ
ence of the two types of activity are 
as obvious to all thoughtful people 
as are the ends they. pursue. 

The true art of agriculture estab
lisbes a relationship with plants and 
animals that is symbiotic, founded, 
that is, on a religious feeling of re
spect and love for the creatures that 
God has given us for our use. Com
mercial agriculture, on the other 
hand, establishes a relationship that 
is violent and predatory, sacrificing 
to the all-important consideration of 
financial profit all thought for the 
well-being of plants and animals. The 
true agricultural artist, like every 
good artist, studies his material, and 
strives to achieve his ends with the 
least possible contradiction of Na
ture. The agricultural man-of-busi
ness boasts loudly of the "conquest 
of Nature," as if the creation that 
God has made for him were his 
enemy, to be triumphed over and 
held in subjection. 

Because of the farmer's necessary 
preoccupation with material things, 
and his inescapable immersion in 
reality, people who tend toward the 
Manichean heresy instinctively avoid 
agriculture, and express a feeling of 
superiority to it when it is brought 
to their attention. They seek an 
urban environment where it is not so 
difficult for them to maintain a men
tal life dominated by abstractions. 
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This leaves agriculture to the true 
artists and to the materialists, the 
two types that we have already 
noticed. Unhappily by far the greater 
proportion of our food in this coun
try today is produced by the mate
rialistic method. 

Is it any wonder, then, that this 
substitution of an interested com
mercial system for the disinterested 
artistic one has produced very serious 
physical effects? That we as a nation 
are badly nourished has long been 
known to nutritional experts, but 
even the government is now becoming 
worried at the extent of our malnu
trition. Alarmed at the physical con
dition of the people as revealed by 
the draft boards, a vast system of 
nutritional adult education has been 
undertaken. 

Our bodies are abnormal because 
they are nourished on abnormal 
foods, foods chosen not because they 
are known to be good for the con
sumer's health, but because they are 
hoped to be good for the producer's 
pocket book. The method that pro
duces for profit is invariably the 
predatory rather than the symbiotic 
method. Our bodies suffer, and our 
minds suffer with them. The extent 
to which this last statement is true 
may be indicated by reference to the 
classical experiments of Major Gen-

. eral Sir Robert McCarrison. 

This distinguished physician was 
much impressed by the necessity of 
studying human health by studying 
health, not disease. He regarded 
disease, as Catholic philosophy re
gards it, not as an entity in itself, a 
positive thing, 'but as a negative one, 
a symptom of something lacking that 
should be present. Ill-health is an 
evil, and an evil is a privation or lack. 
He looked not for sick people to teach 
him about health, but for well ones. 
He searched for the healthiest people 
he could possibly find to learn from 
them what were the ca)!ses of their 
normality. He was stationed in 
India, and the most healthy people 
he could find were the Hunza, a tribe 
of mountaineers in the northwest part 
of that country, whose vigor, long life 

and freedom from disease were very 
remarkable indeed. Having . studied 
their nutritional and agricultural 
habits, he became convinced that 
they were the chief causes of the un
usual physical well-being and excel
lence of these people. 

Among the subsequent experiments 
which he made is the following. He 
divided a number of rats into equal 
and as nearly as possible similar 
groups, and fed one group upon the 
diet of the Hunza and the others 
upon that of the London poor-white 
bread, margerine, sweet tea, boiled 
vegetables, tinned meats and jams. 
The first group prospered exceed
ingly, with practically no cases of 
disease and all possible evidence of 
high vitality. The second group grew 
badly and developed a very large 
number of diseases, in addition to loss 
of hair, boils, bad teeth and crooked 

, spines. Besides this they became 
. neurasthenic and irritable, bit their 

attendants, and after a time began to 
kill and eat each other. They became, 
in short, altogether too much like us 
to allow the conclusions to be very 
comforting. They became confused 
as well as irritable and lost the in
genuity of properly fed rats in find
ing their way out of labyrinths. They 
became easily discouraged, and in 
many cases starvation within reach of 
plenty ended their sad story because 
they had lost their former ability to 
work their way out of difficulties. 

I have spoken of the vigorous and 
ingenious rats as properly fed rather 
than well-fed because the latter ex
pression would probably quite fail to 
convey my meaning. By a well-fed 
person we usually mean a rather fat, 
flabby and soft person, one who eats 
luxuriously for enjoyment rather than 
in order to keep fit for his vocation. 
The London poor doubtless consider 
themselves well-fed if they can get 
enough of that to which they are 
accustomed, but no nutritionist would 
say that they were properly fed. 
Proper feeding, like' all other fully 
human activities, depends upon the 
exercise of intelligence and good will 
in order to avoid the abnormality of 
dietary extremes. 
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Truth is one and errors are multi
farious. Goodness is one and evils 
multifarious. The two chief dietary 
errors which afflict us correspond to 
the Manichean and materialist trends 
of thought. Thus there is a mal
nutrition which results from a sort 
of snobbish disregard of food, a sort 
of misconceived asceticism. But 
much more common is the malnutri
tion which results from greediness. 
The materialists eat not what the 
exercise of their intelligence might 
tell them is conducive to health, but 
what their appetite finds attractive. 
The foods that are attractive are 
chiefly what we are accustomed to 
(for no human habits are more diffi
cult to change than eating habits) 
and what we are accustomed to are 
soft things, sweet things, succulent 
things, the foods that the markets 
afford, because they are the foods 
that are most demanded. Comfort, 
convenience and pleasure are the 
criteria of choice. 

Well, what is wrong about this? 
There is nothing wrong about it ex
cept that it is both contrary to the 
laws of human nature and to Chris
tian doctrine. Traditional peoples, 
who have found and preserved a truly 
proper diet suited to the conditions 
of their life, do not behave that way. 
And the doctors of the Church speci
fically warn us against it. For eX~ 
ample, St. Augustine puts the matter 
thus: "We must use this world, not 
enjoy it. So doing we may under
stand the invisible things of God .... 
Thus from the corporal and temporal 
things, we may reach the eternal and 
spiritual." 

It would be Manichean to interpret 
this passage as meaning that the en
joyment of the good things of this 
life is illicit. They are to be en
joyed, but the enjoyment is a by
product, so to speak, of good use, 
not the end for which the activity is 
undertaken. 

Although there are Manicheans 
amongst us and people with Mani-

, chean tendencies, the age in which 
we live is far more prone to the oppo
site error, to materialism. Our .con
sumers of food tend to be guided by 
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materialistic criteria in their choice 
of productive methods. By far the 
greater proportion of our food in this 
country today is not intelligently 
selected byits users. 

Our irreligion and our frivolity 
have led us so far from normal tra
ditional nutritional practices that we 
have for the most part forgotten that 
such practices exist. We . are so ac
customed to white flour, white sugar 
and processed breakfast foods, that 
we have forgotten to question their 
place in a human dietary. We have 
forgotten what primitive people and 
wild carnivorous animals knew, that 
the greatest nutritional values reside 
not in the muscle meat but in the 
interior organs. We have forgotten 
the rule of wholeness, and the rule 
of return. We have forgotten that 
the average is not at all the, same 
thing as the normal. 

The average is not the normal, 
unless it is an average taken among 
normal people. "It is average," 
writes Viscount Lymington, speaking 
of recent conditions in England, "to 
have bad teeth at twelve, it is normal 
to have sound teeth at forty; it is 
average to be constipated, but it is 
normal to evacuate food wastes 
twelve hours and not thirty-six hours 
after eating. It is normal but not 
average to have strong sight and 
straight bodies." 

Our inability to perform the very 
easy fasts imposed by the Church is 
another sign of our abnormality. This 
inability is due not to a moral but to 
a physic."l. weakness. The Church's 
lenten regulations presuppose that av
erage Christians are properlynour
ished, that the bread they eat is 
indeed the staff of life, not the de
vitalized and denatured stuff pur
veyed by our chain stores. Those 
who originally framed these regula
tions undoubtedly knew that fasting 
by people not undernourished has not 
only a spiritual value, but a definite 
physical value as well. Both body 
and soul are greatly benefited by 
proper fasting, but who amongst us 
seems to realize this today? Who 
understands the therapeutic action of 
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fasting, or upon what physical prin
ciples it depends? Such a Catholic
minded man as Dr. Alexis Carrel 
understands it and refers to it in his 
great book in several passages. But 
such understanding is rare. In gen
eral the therapeutics of fasting has 

. been studied alone by people who are 
enthusiastic but inclined to be 
cranky, and who do not understand 
its spiritual implications. On the 
other hand, we Catholics understand 
its physical implications so poorly, 
that we have been forced to give it 
up. Most of us have already given 
it up in any form that would have 
been recognized by our Catholic an
cestors. And yet among the non
Christian peoples, who have not al
lowed their traditions to become sub
merged in a rush of secular progres
sive ideas, there is scarcely a religion 
worthy of the name which does not 
enjoin, and actually practice, ritual 
fasting in some form or other. 

I do not think that I need apolo
gize for speaking of Agriculture as 
an Art when the Pope has told us 
that it is the first and most important 
of all arts. Nor can I be accused of 
quibbling, and playing upon the word 
art as if it were equivocal, a word of 
two meanings. If the word has two 
meanings, it is because one of these 
meanings is degenerate, inaccurate 
and misleading, and I need make no 
apology for using it' in its original 
and exact sense as the Pope has done. 

We have had just the same dii'f1-
culty in our attempt to understand 
the confusion that today surrounds 
those other arts, the arts of painting, 
sculpture and architecture. We know 
that these are in a sadly degenerate 
state. The first step in the process 
of regeneration is to understand what 
is wrong. To achieve this under
standing we have called for aid froIl1 
philosophy. With the guidance of 
philosophy we have realized that our 
arts of painting and sculpture are· 
what they are because we have al
lowed ourselves to· be led in our 
practice of them by the false stand
ards of the secular society around . 
us. We have made money and thrill 
our ends, instead of the good of the 

work to be done. We have served 
Mammon and other idols When We 
should have served our neighbor and 
our God. The confusion of Cath. 
olics in this matter of the "fine arts" 
is but a part of the muddlement ~f 
Manichean and materialistic notions 
which we have substituted for the 
clear grasp of reality which is OUr 
Catholic birthright. 

When we come to examine the art 
of agriculture, we find exactly the 
same degeneration and the same con. 
fusion. Here, too, we have neglected 
our proper guides and have imitated 
the practices of the secular World. 
We have abandoned our Catholic tra. 
ditions of symbiotic farming, tradi. 
tions human and humane, and have 
entered the struggle for the market. 
Instead of maintaining oases of Cath. 
olic culture and Catholic agriculture 
in the waste land that our country 
is becoming, we have taken our part 
in creating the dust bowls and the 
deserts. God has commanded us to 
be merciful to his creatures, and we 
have been merciless; to keep and 
dress the garden in which he has 
placed us, and we have treated that 
organic world worse than if it were 
a factory full of machines. 

r believe that the art of agricul. 
ture is suffering from the same faults 
of will and intelligence that the rep
resentational arts are suffering from. 
There seems to me very little hope of 
a return to decent and healthful and 
hopeful methods until our modem 
practice of this art has been analYl!!ed 
and people become convinced of the 
suicidal nature of the system which 
we all take for granted. 

Other civilizations have made the 
same mistake that we are now mak
ing, and the . sands of the deserts of 
Western Asia, Mesopotamia and 
North Africa drift through the ruins 
of their once magnificent buildings. 
There is no reason to think that we 
are immune from the fate of the na
tions that before us have defied God's 
laws. Our defiance is more serious 
than any preceding defiance for it is 
on a far larger scale, and we have 
more opportunity to know what we 
are doing and what the inevitable re
sult must be. 
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WHOLE WHEAT 

Modern man placed his hope in 
Iachinism, in technique, and in me
hanical or industrial civilization
rithout wisdom to dominate them 
nd put them at the service of human 
ood and freedom; for he expected 
reedom from the development of ex
ernal techniques themselves, not 
rom any ascetic effort toward the in
ernal possession of self. And how can 
ile one who does not possess the 
tandards of human life, which are 
letaphysical, apply them to our use 
f the machine? The law of the ma
hine, which is the law of matter,will 
pply itself to him· ... 

As concerns civilization, the man 
f Christian humanism knows that 
olitical life aims at a common good 
,hich is superior to a mere collection 
f the individual goods and yet must 
ow back upon human persons. He 
nows that the common work must 
md above all toward the improve
lent of human life itself, enabling 
very one to exist on earth as a free 
Ian and to enjoy the fruits of culture 
nd spirit. He knows that the au
Iority of those who are in charge of 
Ie common good,· and who are, in a 
)mmunity of free men, designated 
y the people, originates in the 
,uthor of Nature and is therefore 
inding in conscience, and is binding 
I conscience on condition that it be 
1St. The man of Christian human
im cherishes freedom as something 
e must be worthy of; he realizes his 
>sential equality with other men in 
~rms of respect and fellowship, and 
~es in justice the force of preserva
on of the political community and 
Ie prerequisite which, "bringing un
iuals to equality," enables civic 
:iendship to spring forth. He is 
lVare both of the tremendous ordeal 
'hich the advent of machinism im
oses on human history and of the 
larvelous power of liberation it offers 
) man, if the brute instinct of domi
ation does not avail itself of the 
~chniques of machinism, and of sci
tlce itself, in order to enslave man
ind; and if reason and wisdom are 

strong enough to turn them to the 
service of truly human aims and ap
ply to them the standards of human 
life. The man of Christian human
ism does not look for an industrial 
civilization, but for a civilization in
tegrally human and of evangelical in
spiration. 

JACQUES MARITAIN 

Fortune 

The first place I always visited in 
any country in which I happened to 
be traveling was the agricultural sta
tion. I did this in India, Africa, 
Sweden, Germany, France - every
where. I wanted to see what was be
ing done with the earth. I saw the 
plains of China, gone beyond the 
stage of reclamation to the point 
where they are hopeless. And I saw 
that the prosperity and civilization 
of any country I visited depended 
upon the condition of the soil. I 
learned that the economy, the culture 

. and civilization of any country is 
entirely dependent on the condition 
of the land ... 

Good land is the foundation of 
every country, the 'foundation of not 
only its economic prosperity but of 
its civilization. Americans face a job 
in these days which is far more im
portant and more heroic than the job 
of the early pioneers. It is for each 
one of us to do his part, for each one 
of us is dependent upon the good 
e.arth in the end. 

LOUIS BROMFIELD 

Farr,ners Digest 

One of the really useful things that 
the war must be driving home to a 
lot of Americans who never under
stood it before is that genuine wealth 
does not consist of little oblong pieces 
of paper with a few silk threads in 
them and with words on them that 
identify them as so many dollars. 

EDITORIAL 

The Des Moines Register 
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Under I9th-century capitalism, the 
ideal of the successful man was the 
interminable acquisition of wealth 
and power. Under the 20th-century 
social democracy, the ideal is the 
same, except that more persons are 
involved in the interminable acquisi~ 
tion of wealth and power. In neither 
social philosophy is there any mea
sure or any means of putting a limit 
upon what men shall desire and then 
seek to acquire. 

WALTER LIPPMAN 

Proceedings 

An excessive division of labor is a 
danger to ethics as the old economists 
saw. In the words of Say: "It is a 
sad thing for a man to have to testify 
that he has never made more than 
the eighteenth part of a pin." 

G. VANN 

FROM THE MALVERN 
MANIFESTO 

The proper purpose of work is the 
satisfaction of human needs; hence 
Christian doctrine has insisted that 
production exists for consumption; but 
man is personal in all his activities 
and should find in the work of produc
tion a sphere of truly human activity, 
and the doing of it should be for the 
producer a part of the "good life" and 
not only his way of earning a liveli
hood. 

The existing industrial order, with 
the acquisitive temper characteristic 
of our society, tend to recklessness and 
sacrilege in the treatment of natural 
resources. It has led to the impover
ishment of the agricultural commu
nity, and is largely responsible for the 
problem of the "mass man," who is 
conscious of no status, spiritual or 
social, who is a mere item in the ma
chinery of production, and who easily 
develops the herd psychology, which 
is automatically responsive to skillful 
propaganda . . . 

The monetary system should be so 
administered that what the commu
nity can produce is made available to 
the members of the community, the 
satisfaction of human needs being ac
cepted as the only true end of produc
tion ... 

Human status ought not to depend 
upon the changing demands of the 
economic process; no one should be de
prived of the support necessary for 
"the good life" by the fa,ct that there 
is at some time no demand for his 
labor. 
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It has been said that primitive man 
is the best political economist. If 
he were cut off from the land on 
which he depends he too would suf
fer from poverty and unemployment; 
but he would see cause and effect 
where economic processes are simple 
and would not need to embody his 
bitterness in ideologies. In this mat
ter, however, civilized men are, in 
Turgot's phrase "the dupes of their 
own handiwork." They fail to see 
that land is the necessity of all men 
without exception so that in any so
ciety where the mass of men must 
pay rent to a few for the use of land 
full self-reliance, true individualism, 
is impossible. . Those who produce, 
whether by their capital or labor, 
must be dependent on those able to 
cut them off from the land which is 
the source of all production. In any 
such society individual development 
must be warped and class hatred en
gendered. 

EDITORIAL 

Land and Liberty 
Let the farmer forever more be 

honored in his calling: for they who 
labor in the earth are the chosen peo
ple of God. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

"The agricultural population," says 
Cato, "produces the bravest men, the 
most valiant soldiers, and a class of 
citizens the least given of all to evil 
designs." 

PLINY 

When tillage begins, other arts' fol
low-therefore the farmers are the 
founders of civilization. 

DANIEL WEBSTER 

I think our governments will re
main virtuous as long as they are 
chiefly agricultural, and this will be 
as long as there are vacant lands in 
any part of America. When they get 
piled upon one another in large cities 
as in Europe, they will become as 
corrupt as in Europe. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

The greatest fine art of the future 
will be the making of a comfortable 
living from a small piece of land. 

ABRAHAM LI~COLN 
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I Am fI Country Pflstor . .. 
Many a country pastor deeply interested in developinS a 

sound Catholic rural life among his people may feel, these days 
as if much of his work has been in vain because of the exigencie~ 
of the time. Some of his most promising young couples have 
left the farms for work in the defense areas; his boys, with all 
ever-increasing number, are hastening to the various branches 
of the service; the young .Iadies are following the call of appar_ 
ently lucrative jobs and positions in the cities. All the good 
work that has been accomplished, so slowly, so painstakinsly, 
seems to be impeded, if not entirely destroyed, just at the time 
when many were beginning to see the light. 

If a country pastor is sad because of the inroads the condi
tions of the time are making upon his flock, it is not because he 
lacks patriotism, not because he is unwilling to help towards the 
war effort, but rather because of the far-reaching detrimental 
effects it may have upon those for whom he worked so zealously, 
upon those whom he loves. His patriotism~ however, cannot be 
questioned, . for his whole program was to build a nation that 
would have a fervent love for the land they are now called upon 
to defend, to instill in the hearts of its citizens a sympathetic 
understanding of the principles of justice and democracy, and to 
establish a God-fearing people, strong, healthy and industrious. 

Though some of the boys will never return to the farms, though 
many a girl will remain in the cities, and the young couples will 
find permanent homes near the industries, there is, nevertheless, 
a consoling hope for the rural pastor. Those remaining on the 
land ar~ his best prospects after all. The future may substan· 
tiate the soundness of his views. Though for a time, his program 
may seem disrupted, after it's all over the farm will prove to be 
the best place to live. It may not always-perhaps never-be 
the place to give the highest remuneration in terms of dollars 
and cents, but under all phases of economic change and social 
disturbances it affords a sure living and encourages Christian 
family life in the most wholesome environment. 

Rather than surrender to any spirit of discouragement it is 
most essential that country pastors, more than ever before, take 
a zealous C!.!'d intelligent interest in rural life so as to be able to 
guide well those remaining in their flock. The demands of war 
limiting driving and travel, may again make farmers cherish 
more dearly their own parishes and communities; the shortage 
of labor presents opportunities for greater cooperation and 
Christian charity; the sacrifices imposed by the present hostili. 
ties will ma_ke it easier to bear those always prevalent in the life 
on the land. The children, aware of the greater importance of 
their efforts, will respond more eagerly to the inducements of 
4-H work. 

Peace will follow your prayers, dea_r country pastor; till then, 
"Do not let your heart be troubled, or be afraid." 
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Farmer City. Illinois 
. "Pater meus agricola," said Father 
Clifford when he first landed at the 
American College in Rome. That is 
all the Latin he knew just then. He 
told the truth (just then). His dad 
is a very bonus agricola and an "opti
missimus" one-"nothing better" is 
the word. So on that score, and many 
others yet to be settled, Father Clif
ford is the general factotum of our 
Peoria Convention. Excelsior ad 
multos annos! 

Tacoma. Washington 
Credentials: Monsignor Noonan 

to the Executive Secretary: "How 
long were you pastor in the country?" 
"A mere twenty years." Round One 
in the argumentum ad hominem in 
favor of the Secretary. 

La Crosse-Milwaukee 
She was a bashful little girl of 

eleven, from St. Michael's Parish in 
Milwaukee. She had been visiting her 
aunt and uncle in the country for 
three weeks. When she boarded the 
train, she looked and looked and 
looked, and finally settled next to me. 
It was a compliment to my innocence. 

It took quite a while to get into a 
real conversation. The Executive Sec
retary does not talk to "strange 
women." She told me all about her 
vacation, and her preference for the 
open country. "There is so much 
noise in the city," was her chief ob
jection. I ventured the suggestion, 
"You can sleep longer when you are 
in the city." "Yes," she replied, "but 
trucks wake you up." "What woke 
you this morning in the country?" 
"A turtle dove." 

"Bye, bye, little girl. I hope you 
marry a farmer." . 

The Hiawatha breezes in and out 
of Milwaukee. I was on my way to 
the "Big Noise"-Chicago. 

Lemon-Aid. Pennsylvania 
I was a guest at the home of Rev. 

and Mrs. Philip Pitcher, Springville, 
Pennsylvania, and they took me out 
to a Methodist-Aid dinner at Lemon. 
It was at a lovely home in the coun
try. Delightful neighbors came in. 
And what a dinner! Here is a Cath
olic priest who likes a good Methodist . 
meal. 

Seattle. Washington 
At Sacred Heart Orphanage a little 

girl, born in the Dakotas, wants to go 
back to the open country. "Why?" 
"You don't have to act like a girl on 
a farm!" 

Rural Route Two. Riverside. Iowa 
I had stolen a seat on a very 

crowded train out of Chicago. A 
young man (turning twenty) had 
trusted the honesty of his fellow pas
sengers and gone to the dining room, 
only to find his seat and the seat of 
his fellow traveller, a sailor, occupied 
by two burly gentlemen (?). Eventu
ally he did land next to me. 

He was a Catholic boy and had at
tended a Catholic High School in a 
small village of Iowa. Without any 
hesitancy or any prompting, he told 
me he wished they would teach agri
culture and more home making in the 
Catholic schools. He thought it made 
more sense. 

He was helping his dad operate 
quite a large farm, and even though 
they used gasoline power, yet he was 
a great lover of livestock, particularly 
of horses. 

Said Melyin: "There is a grunt of 
recognition,' that one can distinguish 
in the pigs as you feed them. I can 
tell them apart":' A machine does not 
live. I have seen many boys and 
girls cry when a calf or a horse or a 
pony died. When a tractor dies on 
you, well--older people just swear." 

The Executive Secretary asked: 
"Who inspired you to follow the voca
tion of farming as your 'life's work?" 

"Well," said young Schneider, "God 
must have given me the vocation, but 
my dad had a lot to do with develop
ing it." 
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Ottawa. Illinois 
There liveth there a most delightful 

objector, Dean Dan Sullivan. "I just 
wanted to start an argument," says 
he. And he did--

Empire Builder-Going West 
Said Frank Curran, a lumber deal

er of Santa Ana, California, "Don't 
parade Catholicity, live it." 

Champion "Boner" 
It happened at the Bay St. Louis 

Rural Life School at a talk on the 
Future Farmers of America. A priest 
asked the question: "What per cent 
of your graduates stay on the farm?" 
"About So per cent," was the reply. 
"Too small," said the priest. "Well," 
said the absent-minded speaker, "you 
can't expect 100 per cent of your 
boys to become-" and he stopped, 
for just then he realized he was talk
ing to seventy-five priests. It was a 
good talk in spite of the uproarious 
laughter that followed. 

Stevens Point. Wisconsin 
On the Track gave a meditation to 

the Sisters on the subject "God in the 
Garden." As a result one of the Sis
ters of St. Joseph (they are Polish 
Sisters) gave him this poem: 

MY FARM 
My farm. to me. Is not lust land. 
Where bare, unpainted buildings stand. 
To me, my farm is nothing less 
Than all created loveliness. 

My farm Is not where I mud 5011 
My. hands in endless, dreary toll. 
But where, through seed and swelling 

pod, 
I've learned to walk, and talk, with God. 

My farm, to me, Is not a place 
Outmoded by a modern race. 
For here, I think I lust see less 
Of evil, greed and selfishness. 

My farm's not lonely-for, all day 
I hear my children shout at play. 
And here, when age comes, free from 

fears, 
I'll live again, long, loyous years. 

My farm's a haven-here dwells rest, 
Security and happiness.;.... 
Whate'er befalls the world outside 
Here faith, and hope, and love abide. 

And so my farm is not lust land 
Where bare, unpainted buildIngs stand. 
To me, my farm Is nothing less 
Than all God's hoarded loveliness. 

-Tramp Starr 



NOTES AND COMMENTS 

"You're a Communist" 
Name-calling is usually a last re

sort. Name-calling has been going 
on for a long, long time; and in our 
era any venture away from the ex
treme individualism of capitalism is 
invariably called "Communistic." 

Now it is simply absurd to state 
that a movement which encourages 
the small farmer and promotes the 
small farm and subsistent home
stead is communistic. Culpable ig
norance is always appalling and since 
the theories in regard to the compara
tive advantages of large-scale and 
small-scale farming have been dis
cussed well and long-to say that a 
plan of family-type farming is com
munistic is not only stupid but, at 
this late date, ludicrous. No apology 
for small-scale farming is necessary. A 
mere statement of the facts concern
ing some of the recent exponents of 
large-scale farming will suffice, and 
we may as well begin with Karl 
Marx .. 

In regard to the comparative ad
vantages of large-scale and small
scale farming, Karl Marx proposed a 
most extreme theory. And since this 
discussion does not pertain to reason, 
. but rather to fact, we wish to quote 
authorities. 

"Marx believed that the develop
ment of capitalism-in industry as 
well as in agriculture--tended to a 
progressive concentration of wealth, 
including land, in fewer and fewer 
hands, to a systematic pauperization 
of'the labor classes, to a replacement 
of the small proprietors by the prop
ertyless and landless proletariat, and 
to the disappearance of the middle 
social classes. In agriculture this 
meant a tendency toward the pro
·gressive replacement of small-peas
ant and farmer-enterprises by large 
capitalist estates; a systematic and 
,ever-increasing stratification of the 
peasant and farmer population into a 
'small group of capitalists in agricul-

ture and landless proletariat, to which 
. class the bulk of the rural population 
would have to be degraded. This 
meant that the processes of a pro
gressively increasing stratincation 
and differentiation of the rural popu
lation had to be expected as an in
evitable outcome of the development 
of capitalism. As symptoms of such 
a trend Marx tried to show a decrease 
of the small independent farmers and 
peasants among the popUlation en
gaged in agriculture, and an increase 
of the tenants and hired laborers. 
Likewise he believed that the. large 
estates were driving out the small 
landholding in agriculture. The rea
son for such a tendency was, accord
ing to Marx, the same that led to a 
replacement of the handicrafts in in
dustry by the larg~ factory system, 
that is, the economic advantages oj 
largescale over smallscale produc
tion." (Systematic Source Book in 
Rural Sociology, Sorokin, Zimmer
man, Golpin, Vol. I, p. 874.) 

And then, my friends,' would come 
the Revolution I It is obvious that a 
multitude of farmers owning family
type farms would impede the advance 
of the final conflict of the "inevi
table" class struggle and the estab
lishment of Marx's Shangri La. The 
doom of the farmers and peasants 
was welcomed as a necessary condi
tion for the realization of a dream. 
It is to be remembered also that 
Marx insisted upon the economic ad
vantages of large-scale over small
scale production. 

Right or wrong, this is Marx's 
theory and this is the theory which 
has been adopted and advanced and 
developed by the communistic party, 
especially by the members N. Lenin 
and J. Schafir. 

In case anyone should make an 
issue of the agrarian movement of 
1905 among the Russian peasantry 
may we quote S. G. Puskarev: 

"The political program of the Rus
sian Social Democratic party in-

cluded a demand for a Ut:l:nO(:rllt 

repUblic. (It should be 
that the Communist party 
formed later from the left wing 
this party, the Bolsheviki.) At 
its agrarian program did not 
a demand for the compulsory 
ation of privately owned lands 
favor of the peasantry 'even up 
the point of advocating the "UIJLlIS(,"~ 
tion of the land belonging to 
lords.' The confiscation of the 
lords' land and its 
among the peasants did not at all 
represent the Social Democratic 
party,. but, as Lenin expressed it, it·· 
represented a good 'hook for political 
propaganda' and for this reason was 
accepted by the party and later car
ried over to the Bolsheviki." ("The 
Political Movements and Political 
Organization of the Russian Peasan
try in the Twentieth Century," Ibid. 
Vol. II, p. 620.) 

Because of expediency (especially 
on account of the need for agricul
tural improvement after the period of 
military communism) a bourgeois 
( kulak) class' in the villages was 
permitted to grow up within the 
Soviet Union, but these kulaki be
came a political menace for the com
munistic power which has always 
considered the class of kulaki as its 
chief enemy and opponent; and from 
1927 collectivization of the villages 
became as popular as during the 
period of military communism. 

Tne general policy of the complete 
collectivization of agriculture and the 
"liquidation of the kulaki as a class" 
persists. 

"Our general task is clear: we must 
reconstruct all agriculture in a col
lective way, and this should be done 
in a very short time." (lsvestia, No. 
65 (3912), March 7, 1930.) And 
Pushkarev concludes, "The' Soviet 
government intends to annihilate 
completely the peasantry as an in
dependent class of small producers. 
The future will show the social and 
political results of such an immense 
'experiment'." (op. cit., Vol. II, p. 
633.) 

By a careful distinction between the 
true principles of Communism and its 
"expedient" practices, the conclusion, 
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of necessity, is that Communism in 
way countenances the small farm

no and small-scale farming. The 
er . . th M C mmunists still mamtam e arx-
-; principle that large-scale produc
tion is economically su~erior, ~n~ 
they say they will prove It even If It 
takes five years, and five years, and 
five years, and five years, and . . . 

A CONCLUSION 

In the year of Our Lord 1942, in 
these our United States of America, 
the forerunners, the John-the-Bap
tists, of Communism are: 

1. Absentee landlords - corporate 
or personal investors (doctors, law
yers, etc.). 

2. Large-scale farm operators of 
the Harper Sibley type. 

3. The smaller farmer who wants 
more land to squeeze another neigh
bor off the farm. 

These are the "Friends" and "Com
rades" who are doing what Uncle 
Joe wants! 

A coward flees backward, 
away from new things. The 
man of courage flees for
ward, in the midst of new 
things. 

Jacques Maritain 

Equality Versus Parity 

IT IS to be firmly held that the 
farmer must have equality; that 

is, he must receive a just price for the 
things he produces. His reward must 
be commensurate with the effort he 
puts forth, and such reward must 
enable him to be on a fair exchange 
basis with his city brother in the pur
chasing field. This is justice for the 
farmer.· This is equality. This is 
parity in the moral sense. 

Parity, however, has come to signi
fy, in a very specific sense, an in
strument-a device-to bring about 
such just price and such equality for 
the farmer. We may, therefore, hold 
most firmly that the farmer has a 
right to equality and parity, and yet 
We may oppose or even reject the 
"parity device," and seek for a better 
instrument, and perhaps a more 

equitable one for farmers and city 
consumers alike. 

What is parity? 
"Parity is a measure-stick, a yard

stick, of farmers' buying power. It's 
the relationship between prices farm
ers get and the prices they pay. It's 
the index of the barter value of farm
ers'labor. 

"I909-I9I4 is the 'base period' for 
parity . .. the theoreticalIOo. In 
those five years so many bushels of 
wheat bought so many pounds of 
nails, so much of the farm worker's 
labor bought so much of city work
er's labor. The period 1909-I914 
was chosen by farm leaders in the 
earlier days of the New Deal be
cause farmers were relatively best off 
in those years. 

"Parity price is the market price 
of a particular commodity, received 
by the farmer, which gives that com-. 
modity the purchasing power, in terms 
of dollars, that it had in the base 
period, 1909-1914. 

"To determine the parity price for 
any particular commodity, Depart
ment of Agriculture economists make 
calculations in these three steps: 

I. "Average the prices received by 
farmers during the base period. This 
average price for each commodity 
then becomes the 'base price.' 

2. "A verage the prices paid by 
farmers, for taxes on real estate, in
terest, 86 items used in farm fa~ily 
living, and 88 in farm productIon. 
The quantity of all these items used 
by farmers is estimated closely to 
form an index number. At present 
the index stands somewhat above ISO, 
which means that farm prices would 
have to be at least 50 per cent higher 
now than in 1909-14 to give crops 
the purchasing power they had in 
1909-14. 

3. "Multiply base price by index 
of prices paid . .. (I) by (2). Thus, 
for example, the base price of cotton 
is I2.4C. On June IS the index of 
prices paid by farmers was 152. 
When I2.4C is mUltiplied by 152, the 
product is I8.85c ... the parity price 
of cotton on June IS." 

In order to keep abreast with prices 
received, prices paid, and parity 
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prices, the reader should have the 
publication, "Agricultural Prices," 
issued by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

Is parity as an implement actually 
giving us parity, or the just price? 
The answer is yes and no. Here are 
a few questions which will help the 
reader think it through. To raise 
corn and wheat costs more here, and 
less there. It costs more for the 
small farmer, less for the big farmer, 
farming next to each other. It costs 
more per bushel during a drouth year 
than during a normal year because of 
weather conditions. It costs more to 
produce a bushel of ordinary corn 
than a bushel of hybrid corn. As 
technology advances and it comes 
within the range of the ordinary 
farmer, should not the benefit of tech
nology on the farm be shared with 
the consumer in the city? Can we 
have objective, universal, just prices 
for farm products on a parity price 
implement basis? All things con
sidered, the answer is no. Have we 
anything better to offer. Not at the 
present time. But this suggestion is 
offered. Let us not freeze our think
ing on the parity price implement, 
and certainly we should be able even
tually to achieve some measure of 
success in our effort to secure a better 
implement that will bring about a 
just price, equality, and real parity. 

P. S. Which all goes to prove that 
the Agrarian-Distributists are right: 
the less complicated the economy, the 
easier it is to minister to human 
needs, and to achieve objective jus
tice. Too often, to cure a disease, 
we create another disease! 
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The /lulol POSffll'S PfIle 

THE PRIESTS· LUNCHEON 
Peoria Convention-Tuesday Noon 
Hotel Pere Marquette 

We have had special sessions 
for priests at past Rural Life 
Conventions so that in holding a 
luncheon for priests, we are not 
breaking our traditions. We are 
merely intensifying them. How
ever, it was Bishop Schlarman 
who suggested the luncheon, and 
it was he who suggested the 
topics. The Executive Offices 
found the speakers: 

Father Clarence Farrelly of 
Laurens, Iowa, was sent out to 
start a new parish (he is a Chi
cago boy). Laurens is a nice 
town, and there is nice country 
around it, but there are very few 
Catholic families in that part of 
Iowa. There is a great deal of 
tenancy. Farms change hands. 
Insurance companies, bankers 
and real estate men do the rent-

, ing of the farms. By building up 
good will, by frequent contacts, 
without fanfare or advertising, 
Father Farrelly has been able to 
help a goodly number of Cath
olic farm families settle within 
the confines of his parish. He 
will tell the priests how it can be 
done and how it has been done. 

Father Leven, from Oklaho
ma, is not one of the Beeler 
boys; he is one of the Louvain 
boys. He started out to make 
Catholicity known to one whole 
county. He has succeeded ad
mirably. He will tell about the 
possibilities and the achieve
ments. 

The third speaker is the rural 
pastor in absentia, that is, the 
Executive Secretary, who will 
give a historical disquisition on 
"The Lord's Acre." You can 
leave before the last speech 
starts; don't miss the first two. 

We will be seeing you in the 
Pere Marquette, Peoria, Illinois, 
October 6. 

Keeping Livestock Healthy 

United States Department of Agri
culture, United States Government 
printing Office, I942. I276 pages. 
Price $1.75. 
Someone has said "You can't fool 

a horsefly." If you read this book, 
you will learn how to do it. 

This is the last of the series (out 
for the D~ration) which began in 
I936, and it is a magnificent piece of 
work like the rest of the volumes. 
Get it free; buy it; steal it; but have 
it and use it to advise yo,Ur farmer 
parishioners. When one of the farm 
animals is sick, and you are called 
to bless it, you should have with you 
the Roman Ritual, the stole, the holy 
water, and the I942 1.Tearbook of 
Agriculture. 

L. G. L. 

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR 
MANIFESTO TODAY? 

The Social Value of Property 
According to St. Thomas Aquinas 

By William 1. McDonald, M.A. The 
Catholic University of America 
Press, Washington, D. C. I939, 
200 pages. 
This is a study which everyone 

interested in rural life philosophy 
should read. It is scholarly, com
plete and readable. One does not 
know the reasons for Distributism 
unless he knows St. Thomas on the 
~ubject. Dr. McDonald gives us St. 
Thomas in modern terms. 

L. G. L. 

A Rurd/ TOdst to • • • 
THE MOST REV. FRANCIS 

BECKMAN, S. T. D., ar·Clltlish,"; 
of Dubuque, upon his being 
an honorary Indian chief in 
tribe of the MohaWks of 
Iroquois nati9n. 

THE MOST REV. AMBROSE l\. 
SENYSHIN, O. S. B. M., upon his 
being appointed Titular Bishop 
of Maina and Auxiliary to th 
Most Rev. Constantine Bo~ 
chevsky, Bishop of the UkranJan 
Greek Catholic Dioceses in the 
United States. 

THE VERY REV. HOWARD I 
CARROLL, Assistant Generai 
Secretary of the National Cath. 
olic Welfare Conference, on his 
being made Private Chamberlain 
to His Holiness, Pius XU. 

THE REV. EDWARD V. CASSER
LY, S.S.J., on his being named 
Superior General of St. Joseph's 
Society of the Sacred Heart for 
Colored Missions. 

THE VERY REV. ISIDORE 
CWIKLINSKI, O. F. M., upon his 
reelection as provincial of the 
Franciscan Province of the As· 
sumption of the Blessed Virgin. 

THE REV. JOHN LEFARGE, S.I., 
on his being appointed Executive 
Editor of America. 

Rural Life Directions 
We have prepared a three page 

mimeographed outline-Suggestions 
for Diocesan Rural Life Directors. 

It may well serve as a starting 
point for any priest who is interested 
in our movement. 

May we send you a copy? It is 
yours for the asking. 

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR 
MANIFESTO TODAY? 

From a Letter Received: 
The MANIFESTO ON . RURAL 

LIFE comes in most opportunely just 
when I am laid up with a hard cold, 
can't see people or do my usual 
work, and so have had time to read 
it all through. What an immense 
amount of work has gone into it
into both the admirably distilled es
sence of simplicit), in the first chap
ters of beautifully written text, and 
also the heaped-up, well-chosen quo
tations from other writers. 

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER. 
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THE RURAL LIFE SCHOOLS 

Mlrfin Schirber, o. S. 8. 

AT THE conclusion of the first 
rural life school in 1940, we 

stated bravely that the rural life 
schools had answered a genuine need 
and that they were here to stay. If, 
despite the encouraging success of the 
first venture, that statement was 
made prematurely, the experience of 
the past two years has dispelled any 
doubts as to the value and perma
nence of rural life sessions for rural 
priests and rural leaders. If the at
tendance and enthusiasm of the past 
summer is any criterion, they are here 
to stay. They are fast becoming a 
part of our rural culture. 

For several years previous to 1940 
the officers of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference had discussed 
ways of bringing their general pro
gram down to the grass-roots, of put
ting their general principles into prac
tice at the community level, of initiat
ing action based on the sound phil
osophy pouring forth at rural life 
conventions and from the presses. 
But this demanded leaders - in
formed, trained, inspired-living and 
working in the rural community itself. 
Such leaders arose occasionally 
through participation in the conven
tions of the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference, or through natural 
ability and self-study;' but the de
mand far exceeded the supply, and 
action on the rural front was far out 
of proportion to the talk and theory. 
Hence the rural life schools for rural 
priests and rural leaders. 

Three years of experience have 
demonstrated the clear foresight and 
practical wisdom of the leaders of 
the rural life movemenC in drawing 
up the original scheme for the rural 
life schools, and except for slight 
adjustments, the plan and spirit of 
the schools have remained as sketched 

by Bishop Muench, Bishop Ryan, 
and Monsignor Ligutti. 

The plan begins with a warning: 
they are to be schools to develop 
leaders, not. conventions to stimulate 
masses. Therefore the school should· 
seek to bring in a few picked priests 
from each diocese and a few rural 
leaders who had already had some 
experience in rural parish work or 
community organization, and who 
could return at once to their com
munities to put into practice the ideas 
and technique brought before them 
by a revolving "faculty" representing 
the best agricultural talent in the 
country, drawn from government 
agencies, cooperatives, credit unions, 
farm organizations, health agencies, 
and other organizations in the field of 
religion, social welfare, and rural life. 
The schools would be repeated each 
year thus releasing a few crusaders 
into the rural life stream at regular 
intervals. 

Secondly, the meetings should be 
conducted with a high degree of in
formality as group discussions. None 
of your "pouring-in process." (Al
though our batting average in this 
respect has been far from perfect.) 
While rural community leaders would 
come to learn, it was recognized that 
they also had a great deal to offer; 
and the best way of drawing that out 
was by fostering a "cracker-barrel" 
atmosphere, where intensive discus
sion would be the rule, and the one
way lecture the exception. At the 
same time, in conducting the rural 
life sessions according to the group 
discussion formula, the schools would 
serve as object lessons in conducting 
group discussions, which the priests 
could imitate in their own parishes 
and through which they could carry 
the message to their people. 
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Thirdly, since the session is to be 
a school, there must be emphasis 
upon study. This does not mean that 
valuable time during the session 
should be given to reading-although 
there was no law against that-but it 
does imply an emphasis upon bibli
ography and discussions on what to 
read and where to get it, together 
with displays of literature on rural 
sociology, agriculture, rural social 
action, and so on. 

The first Rural Life School, held 
at St. John's University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, July 15-27, 1940, realized 
these objectives with almost painful 
exactness. The big discovery at the 
first session was that it is impossible 
to give a four-year course in technical 
agriculture and rural sociology in two 
weeks-a fact that was hammered 
home with additional emphasis by a 
staggering heat wave which struck in 
the middle of the session and per
sisted until the end. By dropping 
some of the formal lectures and tele
scoping others, more time was gained 
for rural life pursuits such as swim
ming, fishing, softball, and informal, 
haphazard discussions. Despite the 
constant threat of overwork, however, 
the opinion was unanimous among 
lecturers, priests, sisters, and lay 
students, that the first venture went 
over big. Expansion was in order. 

Accordingly, in 1941 the Confer-
, ence sponsored two rural life schools 

of ten days each; one at St. John's 
University and the second at St. 
Benedict's College, Atchison, Kansas. 
The response was gratifying. Nearly 
one hundred registrants representing 
twenty-five dioceses and twenty 
states attended the two schools, and 
all took active part in the discussions, 
sports, field trips, and demonstra
tions, and asked for more. 

Finally came 1942 with its global 
war and world-wide chaos. What 
about rural life? Was this a time to 
engage in rural life studies, when 
all the resources and energies of the 
country were strained to the breaking 
point in the war effort? The answer 
of the Conference was that with half 
the nation engaged in working or 
fighting for freedom, it became all the 
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more necessary for priests to give 
thought to plans for meeting the 
.inevitable post-war crash and build
ing for permanent peace. Its answer 
to the war threat was to go on plan
ning for ultimate rural peace. Its 
decision was supported by an offer of 
financial assistance from the Farm 
Foundation, Chicago, Illinois, for the 
purpose of securing top-notch speak
ers on agricultural economics at each 
of the schools. Accordingly, the Con
ference scheduled four rural life 
schools for the summer of 1942, the 
only concession being that they 
should be of five days' duration. 

The South led the way in more 
ways than one. The first rural life 
school, held at St. Stanislaus College, 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, under the 
direction of the Rev. Hubert Ler
schen, was undoubtedly the most col
orful and enthusiastic of all the ses
sions held so far. A number of factors 
combined to make it so distinctive-
the eagerness to learn and the fine 
spirit of fun and friendliness on the 
part of the priests who attended; the 
location of the school on the Gulf, 
with opportunities for ocean swim
ming and other sports; the presence 
of colored priests from the neighbor
ing seminary of St. Augustine; the 
wide variety of backgrounds repre
sented by priests drawn from every 
region of the vari-cultured South. 

The second rural life school of 
1942 was held at St. Benedict's 
Abbey, Atchison, Kansas, under the 
direction of the Rev. Gilbert Wolters, 
O.S.B. The response in that region 
was again most gratifying. Fifty 
priests from five states and eight dio
ceses spent five tense days taking part 
in discussions led by such distin
guished speakers as the Most Rev. 
Paul C. Schulte, Bishop of Leaven
worth, Dr. Rainer Schickele of Iowa 
State College, Roy F. Bergengren, 
Managing Director of the Credit 
Union National Association, Dean 
Umberger, Director of Extension in 
Kansas, Dr. Raymond Miller, Presi
dent of Agricultural Trade Relations, 
Mr. Tom Howard. Senior Administra
tive Assistant of the AAA, and many 
others. 
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The third school represented a 
slight departure from previous prac
tice. Held at St. Louis University 
under the direction of the Rev. A. H. 
Scheller, S. J., Director of the School 
of Social' Service of that university, 
the St. Louis session sought to ac
quaint priests with welfare agencies 
useful and helpful to the rural com
munity and to suggest ways in which 
the rural pastors can cooperate in 
carrying out welfare programs. The 
St. Louis school stands out among the 
1942 sessions for the stellar array of 
talent assembled by Father Scheller 
-over thirty leaders prominent in 
the fields of social welfare and agri
culture, including the Most Rev. 
Edwin V. O'Hara, Bishop of Kansas 
City, founder of the NCRLC, the 
Very Rev. Martin J. O'Malley, C.M., 
President of Kenrick Seminary, Dr. 
H. C. M. Case, Head of the Depart
ment of Agricultural Economics, 
University of Illinois, Mr. Rodney 
Brandon, Director of Department of 
Public WeHare, State of Illinois, 
Prof. J. H. Kolb, head of the Depart
ment of Rural Sociology, University 
of Wisconsin, Dr. Carl F. Taeusch, 
head of the Division of Program 
Study ,and Discussion, U. S. Depart~ 
ment of Agriculture, the Rev. George 
Hildner, Villa Ridge, Missouri, Dr. 
O. R. Johnson, Chairman, Depart
ment of Agricultural Economics, Uni
versity of Missouri, the Rev. George 
Nell, Effingham, Illinois, and a dozen 
others. 

In fact, all of the rural life schools 
have received such wholehearted sup
port from government officials, edu
cators, agricultural experts, and offi
cials of cooperatives and welfare or
ganizations, that there never has been 
any problem of providing a solid and 
well-rounded program; the only ques
tion has been: Can we, assemble a 
body of interested rural leaders to 
absorb this doctrine? 

The fourth and last rural life 
school was held at St. John's Uni
versity, under the direction of the 
writer. At the risk of being accused 
of favoritism, the writer feels con
strained to admit that for color, en
thusiasm, and attendance, the St. 

John's school ran a close second 
that of Bay St. Louis. And how 
it have been otherwise with Such 
staff of lecturers as the Most Rev. 
J. Muench, Bishop of Fargo 
President of the NCRLC, the 
Rev. Peter W. Bartholome, Coadju~ 
tor Bishop of St. Cloud, the Rt. Rev 
Alcuin Deutsch, O.S.B., Abbot of 8t: 
John's Abbey, Mr. 'C. B. Baldwhi 
Administrator of the FSA, Dr. Ray~ 
mond Miller, President of AgricUl_ 
tural Trade Relations, Prof. T. W. 
Schultz, Head, Department -of Eco
nomics and Sociology, Iowa State 
College, Mr. Tom Howard, of the 
AAA, and Dr. Arild Olsen of the 
FSA-to name only a few. Judging 
from the promises to return, it will 
be necessary to schedule two sessions 
in the Minnesota-Wisconsin-Dakota 
area next year, or say good-by to 
Rule Number Two. 

Long-range planning for 1943 is 
already under way. Unless some. 
thing unforeseen occurs, the four 
rural life schools of 1942 will be reo 
peated and two more will be added 
to tap new regions. The general 
character of the schools will most 
likely remain unchanged. They will 
probably be confined to five or six 
days, as during the past summer, and 
sufficient variation from year to year 
will be provided in the program to 
make it worthwhile for students to 
return year after year. As an addi
tional attraction, "advanced" courses 
will be offered for those who have 
acquired the fundamentals at earlier 
sessions. 

Meanwhile it is up to the priests 
and leaders in the field to justify the 
existence of the rural life schools by 
resolute community leadership. The 
men north of Dixie will have a hard 
time to catch up with the Bay St. 
Louis "grads" who, in a brief three 
months, already have nine credit 
unions on the way. 
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CRACKED CORN 

"A Venture in Re-discovery" 

"Farming must be a way of life; 
it must be a good way of life; it 
must and can be a relatively secure 
way of life." 

Since Adam's day the good earth 
has been a refuge from starvation and 
insecurity. When barbarism has 
threatened to blot out civilization, 
human beings have rooted them-. 
selves into the land and have waited 
for the wave of savagery to pass over 
them. With land and bread mankind 
can survive. . . . 

As Jim Brown, a farmer of recog
nized ability, who is a renter on an 
F.S.A. homestead in North Carolina, 
said to me: 

"Now I've got something to work 
for. I can plant my garden and cash 
crops and raise pigs and chickens 
and keep a cow so that I can feed 
my family as they should be fed and 
still have a cash margin to payoff 
my loan." 

"Why couldn't you have done this 
anywhere else?" I asked. 

"Because the landlord made me 
put everything into cotton or tobacco. 
That means you come .to the ~nd of 
the season with little or no spare cash 
and no food laid up for the winter. 
If I hadn't come here I would soon 
have been a day laborer for hire with 
no home for my family." 

COURTNEY DINWIDDIE 

How Good Is the Good Earth 

Lest Guests Be Pests 

The problem of summer guests or 
guests at any time is solved with us 
as people in England and FranGe have 
long solved it. We have a big house 
and lots of land. People staying with 
Us are turned loose to do as they 
please. A farm dinner bell summons 
them to meals. If they know any
thing about it they are very often put 
to work in the garden. There are 
Usually enough people in the house 
for them to have a game of bridge or 
backgammon or billiards if they want 
to. 

We are inclined to allow our guests . 
to find their own entertainment, and 
have long since given up having 
guests who have to be entertained. 
There is no dragging them off to the 
country clubs and cocktail parties. 
We are, on the farm, almost a village 
and purposely about as self-sufficient 
in all senses as we can make our-
selves. 

LOUIS BROMFIELD 

The Country Book 

Common Ownership 

There is no ownership in our mod
ern railways. Power of control is 
not ownership. How often does the 
sight of a waiting room give a rail
way director that glow which comes 
with the reflection, they also serve 
who only stand and wait for the 
IO:IS? It is a glow which ()ften 
comes to the man taking five minutes 
respite from some back-aching work 
on his own land. There is no owner
ship in a mass production factory or 
in a municipal undertaking. The 
street sweeper cannot lean a moment 
on the town's brush and in that mo
ment taste eternity. A man sweep
ing out his own shop often can. 

In brief, ownership is, a vintage re
served for the individual soul. In its 
essence it is a spiritual thing. It 
does for the mass of men what great 
arL and great verse do for a com~ 
parative few; it helps to keep alive 
the divine spark. Any social order 
which sacrifices it on the altar of ma
terial prosperity will not be a happy 
social order and it is doubtful whether 
such or~r will get even the material 
prosperity. 

S. SAGAR 
The Weekl1 Review 

"Farming Not Business" 

The truth of the matter is that the 
tilling of the soil is primary work 
for man. Of course, the commer
cial farmer is a freak. The turning 
of farming into a business-well, 
choose your own terminology. It's 
such c.omplete blindness. In the most 
real sense man is a co-creator. He 
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makes carrots grow where there were 
none growing before. God should 
be given full credit for the creation 
of this life but the tiller of the soil 
is His assistant. The good, full 
growth of the plant is due too to the 
plowing, planting, cultivating and 
weeding of the husbandman. These 
are noble functions, these manual 
works. The man working on the land 
who cihas a soul" can see something 
in the living, growing things with 
which he is constantly occupied. 
What is more earthly than food? Yet 
the Good God invests its coming into 
being with beauty ... God gives 
man a paradise of creatures, plants 
and animals. And man counters by 
going into business. 

LARRY HEANEY 

The Catholic Worker 

All These Things 

Out of the city, in the country, men 
and women also have their part in 
Americanism. They wake the earth 
each spring. They lay under the old 
and bring the new to the surface. 
They groom the earth, they feed it, 
and they dress it with corn and cot
ton, wheat and rye, apples and pota
toes. They populate the countryside 
with cows and pigs and sheep and 
horses. Then after the earth has 
been on exhibition for a few months 
they unclothe it and put it to bed 
again. 

JOSEPH J. MUENSTER, JR. 

Fleur de Lis 
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Agriculture and the Community 
The well-being of the soil is vital 

to the health and prosperity of our 
people. It does not matter one iota 
if the farmer is making money. He 
has every right to do so, as long as 
he does not neglect the land through 
being too wealthy. Fortunately, hu
man laws are seldom required to pre
vent this; nature provides ali that 
is necessary. Neglect of the soil 
comes through poverty, not prosper
ity, and both the farmer and his 
worker must be prosperous if the soil 
is to be well cared for . . . 

Murdered soil takes its own re
venge. It blows away, washes out 
with heavy rains or is inundated with 
sand let loose by destroyed vege
tation. Most people have heard, and 
been wearied by repetition, of the 
Dust Bowl of the midwestern United 
States, but few realize that the same 
thing is happening in many parts of 
the world. There is good reason to 
believe that the world is becoming 
gradually more arid . . . 

Nearly all farmers now realize that 
the deterioration of the soil can only 
be stopped by good husbandry which 
naturally increases costs. The con
dition of the soil must in future be a 
national concern, although national
ization, which many favor, is no 
remedy. 

A. ]. MACPHERSON 

The Weekly Review 

You Needn't Sacrifice Beauty 
Mother Nature benignly refuses to 

draw a line between beauty and util
ity in the growing things of the land. 

. Many of our large scale farm crops 
are really not half bad looking. 
Clover and alfalfa in bloom are not 
bad cosmetics for the face of the land 
and an orchard in May is an arrest
ing sight. Many farm crops and veg
etables have relatives whose fame 
rests chiefly on their beauty. Ancient 
Mexicans used dahlia tubers as we 
do potatoes, and the Persians once 
raised lilies for their edible bulbs. 
The Hawaiians eat caladium tubers, 
arid the lupines, known to Americans 
as flower aristocrats, are cousins of 
a common forage crop. 
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ARCHER P. WHALLON 

The Country Book 

The Fullness of Tradition 
No matter how much some of us 

may earn in money, we will be poor in 
material things until well after this 
war. Yet out of this circumstance 
may come to the Church in America a 
great opportunity. We may partake 
in poverty and frugality of the full
ness of the Christian tradition. 

Full Catholicity never flourished in 
an era of material prosperity for the 
followers of Christ. Human nature 
is too weak for that ... If our Blessed 
Lord had counted on wealth and pub
licity to save the souls of men, he 
would have chosen a palace for His 
birth and would have had a place 
on which to rest His head. But His 
Kingdom was not of this world. 

We may have to get along without 
many things: without automobiles, 
even without radios, without all the 
gadgets that protect us from think
ing. But when we begin to think, we 
will sink our roots in the soil of 
America and out of sacrifice sancti
fied by Faith begin to realize in our
selves the fullness of the Divine Life 
which Christ Our Lord exemplified. 

EDITORIAL 

The Monitor 

The Standard of Dublin PUb
lishes a decree of Pope Paul V issued 
October I9, I6II, nine years before 
the settlement of Plymouth, estab_ 
lishing an Agricultural Credit Corpo_ 
ration to lend money to farmers at 
two per cent, which was not really 
interest but a charge required for ex
penses. The decree read: "Weare 
anxious to help those engaged in ag
griculture and to enable them to ob
tain money at a lower rate of interest: 
Hence we order the directors and 
agents of the City Credit Bank to 
lend every genuine farmer an amount 
not exceeding a thousand scudi (a 
scudi was about a dollar) or such 
amount as the Wheat Controller di
rects, at the rate of two per cent or 
at such rate as is required by the ex
penses, a SUfficient and suitable se
curity being lodged and the usual 
conditions of the bank being ob
served. The loan requires the au
thorization of the Wheat Controller." 
The Department of Agriculture in 
Washington ought to be interested in 
this; if it does not know about it 
already. 

THE CATHOLIC NEWS 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK 

PRAYER FOR A RURAL FAMILY 
Wise and Compassionate God, accept this our prayer; 
Sheltered from storm and darkness, under this roof, 
This family kneels to adore Thee. 
For the day just past, 
For keeping us safely, body and soul, 
Now we most humbly thank Thee. 
For hilltops and verdure, 
For sunlight and wind and boundless space, 
For rain and the sky's rich color, 
For boughs and blossoms and cold clean snow, 
We are eternally grateful. 
For birds, and beasts, 
For the good black earth and the seeds producing 
The plenteous harvest; for times without number 
When we have eaten of that same harvest, 
We thank Thee and bless Thee forever. 
Deliver us safely, if such be Thy will, 
From deluge and drought, 
From famine and war and disaster. 
Give us tomorrow, as yesterday and today, 
All things most needed for rightful living; 
And move our hearts that we may have sorrow 
For sinning against Thee. 
God of the hearth and the harvest, 
Thy children, here kneeling, adore Thee. 
Bless now our rest. 
And cherish us safe till the morrow. 
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KEEPING THEM UP 
ON THE FARM 

,'(lncis LfJlJmer, O. S. 8. 

THE CAF (Catholic Action Farm
ers) is the JAC (Young Christian, 
Agriculturists) movement of Belgium 
and France, transplanted to America 
and put into American form for 
American boys. The cell (name by 
which the group of members is 
called) is the essential thing. A 
group of six or eight members, all 
from the same neighborhood, gives 
the best results; a large membership 
is undesirable. 

We began our CAF in Stearns 
County, Minnesota, last December. 
A meeting of rural youth was called, 
and from this gathering six young 
men were selected to form the first 
cell. Eugene Geissler, then Asso
ciate Editor of Land and Home and 
organizer of the CAF service, was 
present and presided at the meeting. 
"The responsibility of the Catholic 
Action Farmer toward members of his 
family at meal time and chore time," 
constituted the initial inquiry. 

Two weeks later, the "demonstra
tion" cell elected a leader, secretary, 
and treasurer. They met fortnightly 
until mid-April. Meanwhile the 
other boys in the parish were not 
being neglected. Once a month a 
general meeting was called but no at
tempt was made at organization. It 
was called the Rural Youth Club, 
but beyond having an outside speaker 
as an attraction, it served chiefly as 
a medium for keeping the boys in 
touch with the activities of the cell. 

When spring farm work began the 
general meetings were discontinued, 
and the six cell members, or militants, 
met only every third Sunday at the 
home of one of the members and 
two or three prospective militants 
were invited to each meeting. 

The first cell formed the nucleus 
from which other cells originated. 

Eventually most of the members of 
the first cell became leaders of new 
cells. We now (August IS) have 
four cells, all patterned after the orig
inal one. By September, two more 
cells will be added, and it is hoped 
that by winter the boys will have 
canvassed the entire parish. 

As the Spiritual Director of the 
CAF, I have attended all meetings. 
Each cell holds its session on a dif
ferent Sunday of the month. In ad
dition the leaders of the cells meet 
occasionally in the rectory where 
sufficient matter for three or four 

meetings is discussed in detail, diffi
culties are talked over, and the prog
ress of each cell noted. Each leader 
is then personally responsible for the 
conduct and advancement of his cell. 
The membership in each cell is con
fined to eight militants, but this rule, 
as well as other regulations, must be 
quite flexible. 

In October we intend to resume 
our monthly general meetings and to 
continue them to spring. They will 
serve as feeders to the CAF, keeping 
non-cell members interested in the 
movement, and giving greater soli
darity to the cells themselves. At 
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such meetings spiritual conferences 
will be given, members of different 
cells will exchange ideas, and ways 
and means for the general good of the 
CAF movement will be discussed. 

The JAC method (which we fol
low) has three main steps: 

I. Observe. Observation by the 
members of the problem or situation 
in hand, i. e., of the subject of in
quiry in relation to its environment; 

2. Judge. Judgment in the light 
of Christ's teachings, the Church's 
doctrines, and man's own reason; 

3. Act. Immediate action, com
prising some definite resolution in 
accordance with the findings of the 
judgment. 

In other words, discussion revolves 
about how things are, how they ought 
to be, and how they will be made that 
way. 

The procedure of a typical cell 
meeting consists of: opening with the 
Prayer of the Christian Farmer; lead
er's remarks; Gospel commentary; 
record of last meeting and check-up 
review; the inquiry of observe, judge, 
and plan of action; check on attend
ance and announcement of next place 
of meeting; Prayer for a Rural Fam
ily. 

Cell members must be apostles for 
new members more by example than 
by solicitation. The cell must grow 
from within. Whenever prospective 
militants appear at a cell meeting, I 
try to impress them with three 
thoughts: this is an intensely relig
ious movement which aims to make 
its members more and more Christ
like; the farm is an ideal place for liv~ 
ing the Christ-like life; and that rural 
youth must be apostles to rural 
youth for the re-Christianization of 
their environment. 

What are the results of our CAF? 
It is impossible in the short time of 
its existence to give anything more 
than some of the outward achieve
ments in our community. More peo-
ple are frequenting the Sacraments. 3 b 3 3 
The CAF was to a large extent re-
sponsible for an almost 100 per cent 
attendance at a Junior Holy Name 
Rally and Communion Breakfast on 
the feast of St. Aloysius. It has ar-
ranged for a three-day spiritual re-
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treat. It has taken steps to have our 
Diocesan weekly, Our Sunday Visitor, 
and a good farm periodical in every 
rural home of the parish. Through 
the concerted action of the cells, prac
tically all of our farm boys were able 
to make an instructive inspection 
tour of the experimental grain plots 
at St. John's University, of its barns 
and other things of special value. 
The CAF members attended many of 
the sessions of the Rural Life School 
of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. held at the same uni
versity. But what interests farm 
leaders most is that none of our cell 
members, enticed. by lucrative de
fense . jobs, has bidden farewell to 
the soil. 

We believe strongly in the CAF. 
Like the Jacist movement"it has a 
deeper cause even than to hold 
our rural youth on the land. There 
is a higher and still more serious 
problem to be met; how to keep 
rural Catholic youth close to Christ! 
How to win our farm boys and girls 
back to Christ! 

The Catholic Action Farmers Man
ual and Leaders' Bulletins can be 
obtained from the National Cath
olic Rural Life Conference, 3801 
Grand Avenue, Des· Moines, Iowa. 
To indicate the comprehensiveness 
of these bulletins and the thorough 
Christian spirit that pervades them, 
we quote from Volume I, Number 3. 

"Supposing farm and field work 
take up 12 hours of the farmer's 
day. If the farmer does not find 
Christ in his work, Christ is not in 
the biggest and most important part 
of his life. If work and love of neigh
bor find no common ground in 
Christ, how can farmers live togeth
er as Christians? The specific job 
of Catholic Action Farmers here and 
now is to bring Christ and His ways 
into the working hours of their fam
ilies and neighbors. 

"OBSERVE: Attitude of family 
and neighbors toward "tarm and field 
work. 

"Do members of your family and 
neighbors look upon farm chores as 
a drudgery? A nuisance? 

"Do they look upon field work as 
dusty and dirty? Upon dirty hands 
as having no dignity? 

"Do they think of the earth as a 
friend and the soil as an ally? Would 
farmers in your valley appreciate 
work more if they were without it 
for a while? 

"Do members of your family and 
your neighbors: Think of farm and 
field work only as something to be 
done with their hands and muscles? 
Think that 'white collar' work is 
easier and nobler than farm and field 
work? Think that a 'white collar' 
or factory worker uses his brains 
more than a farmer? 

CREAMERY MEETING 
Bennie BengstfJn 

O N THE last Monday in Janu
ary we always hold our annual 

creamery meeting. It's an important 
day. 

The creamery is a farmer's co
operative--95 per cent of the farmers 
around here are patrons delivering 
cream there and the majority are 
stockholders. 

Being late, I 'Scrambled out of the 
car and hurried towards the town 
hall. Three or four late comers 
joined me, commenting on the brisk
ness of the twenty below zero 

weather. The meeting had begun a 
minute or so before we arrived and 
we slid into seats as the chairman 
made a few opening remarks. 

Printed statements of the year's 
income and outgo were handed out. 
The secretary then read the report, 
giving an explanation here and there 
of some item that was either much 
better or much worse than last year 
and so seemed worthy of comment. 

"N ow-," began the chairman. 
A tall, gaunt man, wearing a huge 

"Do members of your family and 
your neighbors ever say: 'I'm going 
to send rp.y boy to college so he won't 
have to work.' 'I'm going to get an 
education so I won't have to work 
any more.' 'It doesn't take any 
brains to be a farmer.' 

"Do members of your family and 
neighbors know that farm and field 
work gives, or ought to give, or is 
able to give, a balance of tasks to a 
man's brain, his soul, and his mus
cles? " 

Each Bulletin contains four Ob
serves, and includes sufficient mate
rial on the judgment, plan of action, 
and Gospel commentary for four 
meetings. 

When a young farmer joins the 
CAF, he is brought face to face with 
the problem of his class in society. 
His outlook on life changes when he 
learns more about the personality 
of Christ. He studies the Church's 
teachings on rural justice. He dis
covers the real conditions of the 
farmer. 

Farmers must be apostles among 
and for farmers. The CAF mov~

ment is the lay apostolate. Let rural 
youth see that vision, let youth see 
that farm life embraces the ideal en
vironment for living the Christ-life, 
and you won't be able to keep youth 
off the· farm. 

sheepskin coat, rose from a seat in 
the row ahead of me. 

"Vat about da cream route?" he 
shouted. "Let's do someting about 
dat." 

"Cream route?" The chairman 
was puzzled. "What do you mean, 
Iver?" . 

"I mean da cream toute dat de 
Lakeville creamery is going to run 
right in our backyard." 

h " "Oh, yes-I've heard about tat. 
The chairman didn't seem to be 
alarmed. "There isn't anything we 
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do about that-just let them 
it, that's all." 

ruin our business. It'll-" 
';;:"Nuts!" remarked Pete Monroe. 
t1the cream route we tried last year 
didn't pay-their's won't either. 
They'll soon quit it." 

"Vy von't it pay?" demanded Iver, 
half rising and waving his arms at 
,Rete. "1-" 

"Because it costs something to run 
a cream route. Who pays for it? 
Why, the farmer whose cream is 
hauled, of course." 

"That's right," agreed the chair. 
"That reminds me-we've had a 
good year and so we have a consider
able sum of money on hand. Shall 
we distribute it among the patrons 
as a cream dividend or is there some
thing else you want to do with it? 
Let's take that up next." 

"Put it in a sinking fund," sug
gested Walt Owens, seated across the 
aisle from me. "Then-" 

"Sinkin' fundt-nuttin' doin'-I 
don't tink so!" shouted a voice from 
the rear. I turned to see that it be
longed to Hans Schmidt, octogena
rian pioneer farmer. "We hadt mitt 
one of dem tings oncet-undt it sunk 
all right! " 

A roar of laughter swept through 
the hall. Some years ago-a year or 
two before the bank holiday-the 
creamery had'some $5,000 put aside 
for improvements, new machinery, 
etc. The bank in which it was de
posited failed-hence Hans' allusion 
to the fund being sunk. 

"Next," announced the chairman 
after the report had been accepted, 
"we come to the election of officers." 

"Just a minute," objected a voice 
in the crowd. "We didn't settle the 
question of the secretary's salary at 
last year's meeting. Let's take it up 
now." 

"We can do that after the elec
tion," said the chairman. 

"No, let's take it up first," insisted 
several of the crowd. 

"All right, then-what do you 
want to pay him?" 

"What's he getting now?" de
nanded someone back in the hall. 

The chairman looked at the secre
ary. 

"I've been charging fifteen dollars 
a month-that's one hundred and 
eighty dollars a year," said the secre
tary. 

"If he's satisfied, I make a motion 
we leave it at that," offered Pete 
Monroe. Pete's thatch of graying 
hair and his great square shoulders 
occupied a seat well to the front. 

"The motion is made-," began 
the chairman. 

"N o-nQ J" screamed a high fal
setto voice that I recognized as Gust 
Vikholm's. "It's too much-it's five 
dollars a year more than he got be
fore-that don't make sense." 

"I move we leave it to the board 
of directors to set the salary," came 
another motion from back in the hall. 

"Wait a minute," ordered the 
chair. "We haven't disposed of Pete 
Monroe's motion yet." 

"I'll withdraw it," called Pete. 
"Let the board settle it." 

When put to a vote, the motion 
carried. 

Whatever chance the sinking fund 
had of getting the money was lost 
after Hans' remark-a motion to pay 
it out in dividends was made and 
carried overwhelmingly. 

"Is there anything else?" asked 
the chairman. "If not-" 

"I'd like to mention one thing." 
I looked around to see the owner of 
the largest store in town speaking. 
"It's this. The way you're running 
now you take cream only two days a 
week during most of the year-three 
for a short while during the rush sea
son in summer. And then only until 
two o'clock in the afternoon. Why not 
take cream at any time-every day 
in the week and evenings too?" 

"There's two sides to that proposi
tion," remarked the chairman. If 
we do as you suggest, we'll have to 
hire more help-and that will cost 
something. And, on account of tak
ing cream irregularly, the quality of 
the butter will be poorer-so it will 
sell for leSs." 

"It won't," said Pete Monroe. 
"Practically everyone in the territory 
takes his cream here now. We stand 
to gain very little to my way of 
thinking." 

"It looks that way to me too." 
The chairman mopped his face for 
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the 'hall was getting warm. "We've 
certainly had fine cooperation from 
all the farmers around here when it 
comes to delivering cream. Do you 
want to change or-" 

"No!" we yelled, almost as one 
man. 

"But," The storekeeper was on 
his feet again, "suppose someone 
opens up a cream station and buys 
cream in competition to the cream
ery." 

The crowd laughed. "Let 'em 
open up," shouted several. "They'll 
soon close." 

As far back as I can remember 
only three or four have tried to run 
a cream station in town. And the 
longest any of them lasted was about 
two months. We all delivered our 
cream at the creamery as usual and 
so they starved out. 

"We'll have the election of officers 
now," announced the chair. We want 
fourteen nominees so there'll be com
petition for each office. I'll appoint 
Gust Vikholm and Pete Monroe elec
tion judges-to count the ballots," 
announced the chair. 

"No-that'll never do," objected 
a high-pitched, nasal voice that 
everyone knew belonged to Anton 
Moreski. "Pete's a candidate-he 
might put something over." 

The crowd laughed. "All right, 
then." The chairman grinned. "I'll 
appoint Anton in place of Pete and 
then we know we'll have an honest 
job." 

That brought another laugh. The 
only board member really paid is the 
secretary-treasurer. The rest get 
only a dollar or two apiece for at
tending meetings. 

"The business meeting is over," 
the chairman informed us and asked 
for a motion of adjournment. As 
we filed out, we received tickets 
(donated by the business men in 
town) good at the restaurants for a 
lunch. Every booth and table and 
chair and counter was soon jammed 
by a tidal wave of farmers, at least 
half of whom had their wives along 
to the meeting also. Then to the 
stores to do our trading and home 
again-to milk the cows and get 
more cream to sell as butter through 
-"our" creamery. 
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CONFERENCE AFFAIRS 

We Mourn . .. 
The former President of Argentina, 

Roberto M. Ortiz, advoc:ate of solidar
ity between the Americ:as, c:hampion of 
the c:ause of rural welfare. 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Patric:k J. Coffey, 
Arc:hdioc:ese of Dubuque, prominent in 
the national organization of the Knights 
of Columbus. 

The Very Rev. Felix Baran, O.M.C., 
Provinc:ial of the St. Bonaventure Prov
inc:e of the Franc:isc:ans, and pastor of 
St. Josaphat's Basilic:a at Milwaukee. 

The Rev. John Corbett, S. J., former 
Editor of The Messenger of the Sac:red 
Heart. 

Thomas Franc:is Meehan, K.S.G., his
torian, assoc:iate editor of Amerlc:a, one 
of the leading Catholic: journalists of 
the United States, and advisor in the 
first public:aticlft of the Catholic: Enc:y
c:lopedia. 

In the Servic:e of the Bishops 
Being held up on account of priori

ties at an air field with your ticket in 
your hand, as you are ready to board 
a plane, is not pleasant, but that very 
thing gave the Executive Secretary 
an opportunity for a happy visit with 
Bishop White of Spokane. 

A Conference at Uniontown, Wash
ington, with the Sisters of the Holy 
Names and Father Riedner, the pas
tor, means possible future develop
ments in Catholic rural education. 

The Rural Life Schools (see Father 
Martin's account in this issue of 
Land and Home) are intended in a 
very special way to be auxiliaries to 
the Bishops. It was pleasing and 
satisfying to have with us Bishops 
Gerow, Jeanmard, Fletcher, O'Hara, 
Schulte, Muench, Peschges and Bar
tholome. The priests like that. Even 
a few Father Abbots were on our list, 
and a few Monsignori adorned 
(ahem!) the schools. The outing at 
Gildehaus (outside of St. Louis, Mis-

souri) with Father Hildner as the 
"hostess" was a memorable one. Be
fore breaking up we went into the 
Church for a visit and sang "Holy 
God, We Praise Thy Name." Dr. 
Olsen was impressed by our singing 
and the ringing of the bells. He 
quoted a Danish saying: "Bells are 
made for the country." 

At the Summer Schools we had not 
only the largest, but a most varied en
rollment. Diocesan priests predomi
nated, but many religious orders, con
gregations, and societies had repre
sentatives present. We liked that. 

Without local help the Conference 
would be helpless. Father Lerschen 
of Rayne, Louisiana, is one of those 
indefatigable workers for the Confer
ence. 

While in the Bay St. Louis dis
trict, with that charming host, Father 
Castel, we visited in and out of New 
Orleans and saw the Terrebonne Proj
ect and the strawberry districts in 
Hammond Parish. We saw the growth 
of the fragrant root "vetiver"· at Ros
aryville, Louisiana. We spoke at the 
Dominican College and took part in 
the Sodality Catholic School at Bres
cia College. 

At Conway, Arkansas, we held two 
splendid meetings; one for priests, 
with Bishop Fletcher, Msgr. Gaffney 
and a score of others present, includ
ing Father Hoflinger, German song 
leader and pinochle expert. They dis
cussed fundamentals and real Action. 
Father Lachowsky, C. Ss. P., is the 
Director for the Little Rock Diocese. 

At Lincoln, Nebraska, even though 
only one lone Catholic had sneaked 
into the meeting at the University of 
Nebraska, we felt that we were in the 
service of the Bishops while talking to 
Protestant ministers. 

The. Purdue Conference with min
isters, and the one at Minot with 
rural school teachers, were most stim
ulating. 

In between Summer Schools 
Speakers' Bureau engagements 
motherhouses, it may look strange 
take a "breather" by addreSSing 
Bible Conference and a N 
Club meeting at Waterloo, Iowa. 

Inter-Americ:an Seminar 
The Conference feels highly 

ored by the special invitation to 
Executive Secretary to take part 
the Inter-American Seminar held 
der the auspices of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference at 
Washington, D. C. 

Speakers Bureau 
Members of the Speakers Bureau 

addressed several thousand Sisters 
at their convents and motherhouses 
during the summer. The Executive 
Secretary spoke at De Pere, Mani
towoc, and at Stevens Point, Wis
consin. 

The Rev. Anthony Adams, S.J., in 
spite of his having but two weeks to 
give to this special work, visited six 
of the Central States. The Rev. 
William G. Downing, S.J., spoke at 
Marian College, Fond du Lac, Wis
consin, and at Milwaukee ,convents. 

More than 80 per cent of the Sis
ters of the Diocese of Hartford had 
the rural life movement explained 
to them by the Rev. Patrick Quin
lan, first vice president of the Con
ference. Father Quinlan appeared at 
three retreats at Milford, and at sum
mer schools conducted for the Sis
ters of St. Joseph at the Convent of 
the Immaculate Conception at Hart
ford. 

Exec:utlve Committee 
The Executive Committee held its 

annual meeting in Des Moines on 
August 20. 

Assoc:iate Editor 
The assistant to the Executive 

Secretary and Associate Editor of 
Land and Home, Mr. Eugene S. 
Geissler, was called into the service 
of the United States army on July 
21. . Mrs. Olive M. Biddison bas 
been named his successor. 

Private Geissler is now stationed 
at Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkan
sas. 
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TO AND FROM THE EDITORS 

Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
1 have always contended that the 

farm offers people who are willing to 
work a real home. Considering the 
many real opportunities offered the 
farmer in the State of Arkansas for 
making a . good living, I am con
vinced that the time will come when 
these opportunities will be recog
nized. 1 am anxious that our Cath
olics, through the leadership of our 
priests, be the first to recognize and 
utilize these opportunities. 

JOHN B. MORRIS 
Bishop of Little Rock. 

Dr. O. E. Baker 
Senior Social Scientist 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
U.S. D. A. 

My Dear Dr. Baker: 
1 took the NCRLC material you 

sent me home the other evening and 
spent two hours going through it. I 
do not recall ever spending two hours 
reading any material dealing with 
country life that was more practical, 
realistic and to the point. We should 
make an honest and sincere effort to 
prepare similar material for our 
Protestant rural ministry. 

A. H. RAPKING, 
Department of Town and 
Country Work, Board of 
Missions and Church Ex
tension of the Methodist 
Church. 

Dear Rev. Ligutti: 
One of the reasons why I am so 

glad 1 attended [the Rural Life Sum
mer School] is because my knowledge 
and appreciation of the Catholic 
Church (1 am a Methodist) has been 
broadened considerably. . . I am very 
much interested in following up some 
ideas 1 got at the Conference for use 
in my own teaching work. 

S. R. FISHER 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Minnesota Vocational 
Agriculture Instruction 
Association. 

My Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
As there may be no chance for any 

visiting [at the Peoria Convention] 
let me say at this time that every new 
issue of Land and Home simply 
fascinates me to an extent which de
fies description. Here is a model of 
religious journalism which must 
arouse the envy of such who work at 
similar tasks. 

DR. MARTIN SCHROEDER 
Rural Work Representative 
Board of American Missions 
United Lutheran Church. 

St. Dominics Priory 
Southampton Road, London N. W. 5 
15 June, 1942 

Rt. Rev. and Dear Monsignor: 
I presume that it is you to whom I 

must say "Thanks"-and a very 
heartfelt "Thanks"-for LAND AND 
HOME. It makes me begin to re
hearse my Nunc Dimlttls (now send 
me forth, 0 Lord) with great glad
ness. Each page makes me "hope" 
to die "of hope." 

There is one point overlooked by 
the great majority of the enthusiasts 
for the Land. They do not as yet see 
the absolute necessity of joining 

. "Land-work with Hand-work." As 
soon as the land-worker thinks a 
town-product (especially a mere con
vElUience or a luxury) is a need, he 
has capitulated to the town-and in
vited the desert. I want to say this 
day after day tlII I die. Pray for me. 

Yours sincerely in I. N. R. I., 
Father Vincent McNabb, O.P. 

To Sister Irena: 
You will be interested to know that 

LAND AND HOME has made a very 
favorable impression at Maryknoll. 
It breathes the atmosphere of its 
cause and should accomplish great 
good. 

One of the very attractive features 
are the wood cuts. 

REV. JOHN J. CONSIDINE, M.M. 
Assistant General 
Catholic Foreign Missionary 
Society of America, Inc. 
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Confraternity Note 
We note with pleasure the appear

ance of the new monthly publication 
of the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine, Our Parish Confraternity. 
It is another link in the chain of bind
ing the apostolic-minded laity of the 
parish closer to the pastor for the 
common purpose of religious instruc
tion. 

It is a four-page bulletin for pas
tors, officers and chairmen of the 
Confraternity. 

To the Editors: 
1 was raised on a farm and I be

lieve that if Catholics had stayed on 
the farm in years gone by and mar
ried Catholics that this country today 
would be a Catholic country. All over 
the nation you can see graveyards 
which were once the scenes of rural 
Catholic communities, now desolate. 

G. F. COSTELLO 
Miami, Florida 

If you want proof that even in 
North Dakota the small family-type 
farm holds forth greater economic 
opportunities, send for Bulletin 304, 
"One Hundred New Homesteads in 
the Red River Valley, North Dako
ta-A Study of the Resettlement and 
Rehabilitation of Farm Families," by 
John J. Johansen; published by De
partment of Rural Sociology, Agri
cultural Experiment Station, North 
Dakota Agricultural College, Fargo, 
North Dakota. 

Caro Monsignore: 
At no time in my thirty years of 

service or lack of service in the priest
hood have 1 ever been in a more in
teresting and instructive group of 
men than I met at the Social Institute 
for Rural Life and Social Charity. 

{REV.) WM. FISCHER. 

My Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
I wish to thank you for the wonder

ful school conducted at St. John's· 
this year. The priests that I had 
brought along were more than pleased 
and now are in turn acting as enthus
iasts for the rural life. It may be 
possible that next year a few other 
priests will wish to attend. 

(REV.) THADDEUS KOSZAREK 
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RURAL LITERATURE MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILy 
By Jacques Leclercq, Ph.D., 

Translated by Thomas R. Hanley 
O.S.B., Ph.D. Frederick Pustet Co ' 
New York and CinCinnati. 1942' 
395 pages. Price $4.50. . 
As one looks over the sermon tit! 

CATECHETICAL SERMON-AIDS 
By The Most Reverend Joseph H. 

Schlarman, D.D., Bishop of Peoria. 
B. Herder Book Company, st. Louis, 
Missouri. 1942. 540 pages. 
Here is a book one does not have to 

read through in order to write an 
honest and intelligent review. 

It is complete. 
The Creed, and Commandments of 

God, and the Sacraments are fully 
treated. You can start any time, any 
place, and at the end of three years 
you will have covered the gamut of 
Catholic teaching. 

It is systematic. 
A certain Sunday is used for three 

years in succession to explain a phase 
of a specific subject. Monotony is 
thus avoided. 

It is scholarly. 
Like the author, but not unintel

ligible, like many scholarly books. 
You will find a wealth of informative 
material, precise, correct, and to the 
point. 

It is simple. 
No hlgh-faluting language, but plain 

English and every-day examples are 
used. 

It is serviceable to the priests. 
No use kidding ourselves. We don't 

prepare our sermons like we should. 
We don't preach to fulfill the needs 
of our people. SERMON-AIDS will 
help us greatly in this necessary task. 

It is not a device for lazy, labor
shirking. It will give you material 
for a statue, but not a statue. You 
will have to mold it yourself. 

To test the validity of this review. 
select a subject and follow it through 
in SERMON-AIDS. For example, the 
first part of the Fourth Command
ment and matrimony. It stands the 
test. 

L. G. L. 

FORWARD TO THE LAND 
By Albert T. Peterson. University of 

Oklahoma Press. 1942. Price 
$2.75. 
A very readable book with plenty 

of good Agrarian-Distributist philos
ophy and actual examples to· clinch 
the argument. It is undoubtedly a 
book which is "popularizing for the 
populace" a need of the people. 

With a few quotes: 
"The best and most incurable cap

italist is a farmer on his own forty 
acres." 

"Paying cash to people to raise 
their purchasing power just doesn't 
work." 

''We make a lot of money by di
versifying." 

"Can there be higher prices for 
everybody? If that's possible then 
both ends of a see-saw must be up at 
the same time." 
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"A dead body cannot be revived by 
enlivening a single organ." 

"It is no disgrace for a nation to be 
economically self-sufficient." 

Said a farmer to the visitor: "You 
can't work just part of the time and 
expect to make a living. This is an 
all-year plant." 

What is the value of the land? "It 
may be worth only $10 an acre in the 
relative sense. It supports life. It 
enables people to enjoy the greatest 
joys of life-love, home, modest com
forts, chats with the neighbors, 
health, the sight of blue sky and the 
odor of wild roses, and the fire of 
sunsets over the hills. Mingled with 
this soil is the dust of parents and 
children and the memories of life in 
school and church. It is enriched with 
imponderable values - the total of 
what makes life worth living." 

Two more definitions: 
"American way of life: We create 

a disease and then prescribe more of 
the disease as a remedy." 

"Neo-ruralism: A new soilways 
program that will join the best ele
ments of the old, pure democracy with 
the inventions, enlightenment and ad
vanced positions of the new tech
nology." 

A book for your "must" list. 
L.G.L. 

ONE MAN'S MEAT 
By E. B. White. Harper Brothers, 

New York. 1942. 346 pages. Price 
$2.50. 
A most readable book. 
"The EI was the most distinguished 

and outstanding vein on the town's 
neck, a varicosity tempting to the 
modern surgeon ... The presence of 
the structure and the passing of the 
trains was by all odds the most per
vasive of New York's influences. It 
was a sound which, if it ever got in 
the conch of your ear, was ineradic
able-forever singing, like the sea." 

I read the book while on the Big 4, 
the Great Northern fast mail to Minot 
(oh, my) and Northwest Airlines. I 
agree with Mr. White's definition of 
Pullman comfort: "The old act of 
drawing one's pants on and off while 
in a horizontal position did much to 
keep Man in a mood of decent hu
mility. It gave him a picture of him
self at a moment of wild comic con
tortion." 

Perhaps the best part of the book 
is the chapter "Memorandum" for a 
day's work on the farm. It proves 
that a farmer must have brains as 
well as perseverance. 

Here is a good definition: "A farmer 
is a handy man with a sense .of hu
mus." 

Read the book. You will like it. 
L.G.L. 

suggested. for preaching on mat~ 
mony, he IS at once aware that Canon 
minded Chanceries did the outlining 
-which is all well and good. But 
marriage and the family existed be 
fore Canon Law. We know fuat tIl~ 
family is. b~sed upon very funda. 
mental prInClples of natural law. We 
know that many marriages even 
though legally impeccable are failures 
and messes. The spirit back of tIle 
Canon Law 0!1. marriage needs ern. 
phasizing. It must be known. It 
must be preached. 

Of all the books we have read on 
the subject, none is better than tIlis 
It is more than superior. Every par: 
ish priest should have it; should read 

.it; should preach it. 
The translator must be credited 

with the most valuable contribUtion 
of footnotes and adaptations of pas. 
sages suited to the ;,United States. 
The notes are ample, original and in· 
formative. 

St. Martin's Abbey, which gave us 
Father Matthew Britt, is now giving 
us Father Thomas Hanley. We dare 
expect even more. We know we'll get 
it. L. G. L. 

PREPARATION OF TEACHERS 
FOR CATHO'LIC RURAL 
SCHOOLS 
By Sister M. Aloysius Orawford, 

D.S.F. The Catholic University of 
America Press, Washington, D. C. 
941. 133 pages. 
A most enlightening study, factual, 

critical, constructive. 
"In many of the State institutions 

speciflc rural courses are,::offered in· 
cluding the background~: courses of 
rural sociology and rural economics. 
On the contrary, Catholic educational 
institutions offer no special training 
for rural teachers. No provision is 
made in the Teachers' Curricula for 
rural teachers. Education in our in· 
stitutions of learning is urban in char
acter •... 

"Knowledge enhances appreciation 
and sympathy, hence a suggestion for 
all rural teachers to be well versed 
in rural sociology, and when possible, 
in rural economics. Without this 
background a rural teacher's profes
sional . preparation is shallow. . . . 

"It is sincerely hoped in the near 
future efforts will be made by all 
Catholic educational institutions, par
ticularly those in which our Sister
hoods are trained, to introduce a 
minimum amount of rural teacher 
preparation suggested in the last 
chapter of this study." L. G. L. 

VEGETABLE GARDENING 
Oharles H. Nissley. Pocket BookS, 

Inc., New York, N. Y. 1942. 256 
pages. Twenty-five cents. 
A complete and up-to-date guide to 

vegetable gardening. 

LAND AND .HOME SEPTEM BER 1942 



·TaE COUNTRY SCHOOL 
BY 1man Elsie 8c7;atzmann. The Uni

versity of Chicago Press. 1942. 
, 233 pages. Price $1.50. 

A comparative study of rural 
schools under democratic govern
lllents that is decidedly "different." 
The author tells first-hand (before
the-war) stories of her native Swit
zerland, Denmark, Sweden, Iceland, 
Erigland, and Italy, and the (present) 
United States. There are facts and 
figures that everybody should know. 
Beautifully illustrated, absorbing as a 
novel inspiring alike to laymen and 
teachers. Get it, if only to read the 
story of Rose Dill and the Hoag 
school .. 

O.M.B. 

HEINRICH PESCH AND 
CHRISTIAN SOLIDARISM 
Franz H. Mueller. College of St. 

Thomas Press, st. Paul, Minnesota. 
1941. 
Before Distributism existed in Eng

land, Personalism in France, the 
CatholiC Worker in the U. S. A., the 
basic principles of these vital Chris
tian movements were known, studied, 
excogitated and put into practice in 
Germany and Austria. And what St. 
Thomas was to medieval philosophy 
Father Pesch was to be to these 
principles--their greatest and most 
thorough systematizer; 

This work will introduce you. 
ANSELM OB. S. B. 

THE CHURCH IN RURAL LIFE 
By David Edgar Lindstrom. The 

Garrard Press, Champaign, illinois. 
1939. 145 pages. 
The author develops the premise 

that if the best in rural and national 
life is to be preserved, all institutions, 
and particularly the church, must 
work tirelessly for the stabilization 
of the economic and social security of 
the farmer. Relating history, socio
economics and religion to agriculture, 
the book is thought-provoking' and 
absorbing. We are putting it on our 
Book List. 

O.M.B. 

CONSUMER COOPERATIVE 
LEADERSHIP 

Edward A. Filene Good Will Fund, 
Inc., Boston, Mass. 1942. 173 
pages. 
'A manual containing the funda

mentals and the details for the suc
cessful operation of a Consumers Co
operative. It was needed. We have 
it. 

L. G. L. 

HERE IS TOMORROW 
Wallace J. Oampbell. The Cooperative 

League of the U. S. A., New York, 
N. Y. 1942. 32 pages. Ten cents. 
A story with pictures from "Here 

Is Tomorrow", the cooperative film, 
of consumer cooperatives in America. 

NATIONAL LITURGICAL WEEK 
The Benedictine Liturgical Confer

ence. Newark, N. J. 1941. 
We were somewhat provoked by the 

fact that the National Liturgical Con
ference was held on the very days 
that our Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence met in Jefferson City. 

First of all, we did not want to miss 
it; secondly, we wanted some of the 
participants with us. 

The verbatim report is very good 
and there are plenty of things ef ex
ceptional interest to us agrarians. 

Monsignor Hellriegel opens a vista 
for thinking and liturgical practices 
in a rural parish. It is indeed very 
true that in an integrated, well
organized Catholic rural parish, the 
whole liturgical movement can be at 
its best. Rural Pastors,-why don't 
you? 

L. G. L. 

A SPIRITUAL CONQUEST 
Marygrove College. Detroit, Michi

gan. 1942. 
Another one of those superior 

studies, sponsored by Marygrove and 
written by Marygrove girls, contrib
uting to the knowledge of a hidden 
and interesting phase in history. 

"The Jesuit Reductions in Para
guay" combines economics, sociology, 
religion, and liturgy to the nth de
gree. 

L. G. L. 

AT PEORIA 
he sure to visit the 

COM:MERCIAL EXHIBIT 
which will bring to you the latest and best in farm 
equipment, visual-educational aids, encyclopedia, 
books, pamphlets, publications, art and statuary ~ 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
Twentieth Annual Convention 

Headquarters: Hotel Pere Marquette 
October 3-4-5-6,1942 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

Seminarians Spend Sum mer 0 n 
Farms. After the farmhands had 
jOined the armed forces, students for 
the priesthood in' the Society of the 
Precious Blood at st. Joseph College, 
Rensselaer, Ind., went to work on the 
institution's farms.-Indiana· Oatholic 
and Record. 

Our Lady of the Farmers' Shr~e 
has been erected on the grounds of St. 
Andrew's church, chiefly through the 
effort,s of Andrew Bogner. The statue 
of the Blessed Virgin used in the 
shrine was secured from St. Anthony's 
hospital in Dodge City. A new pro
cessional cross has been purchased, 
and it is anticipated that processions 
to the shrine will be held regularly in 
the summer months.-The Advance 
Register, Wichita. 

Headline: Carrots Will Help Win 
War; Make Men More Human!-So
ciaZ Action. 

Eggs-actly. The Chicago HeraZd
American headed its story of the re
cent fire in Dubuque when 260,000 
pounds of powdered eggs were 
burned: "A Wasted Omelet."-Our 
Sunday Visitor. 

For a Steam Bath I recommend get
ting into a raspberry patch to cut out 
old caries. Almost as good as mow
ing away hay, but not as dusty.-

DONALD R. MURPHY 
WaZZaces' Farmer and 
Iowa Homstead 

"On One-tenth of Income." Mrs. 
Raymond Sayre, Ackworth, Iowa, 
speaking on the Chicago Roundtable 
broadcast July 26th, said that two
tenths of the nation's women live on 
farms and rear three-tenths of the na
tion's children on one-tenth of the na
tion's income.-The Oooperative Con
sumer. 

Collegeville, Minn.-"Our democra
cy must be based on a very deep faith 
in people, and all our experience with 
disadvantaged citizens has indicated 
that they are worthy of all the faith 
and all the help we can' give them," 
said C. B. Baldwin, National Admin
istrator of the Farm Security Admin
istration, to more than a hundred 
rural priests and lay leaders repre
senting thirteen dioceses and eleven 
states, who assembled at St. John's 
University here for the fourth Rural 
Life School of the summer sponsored 
by the NCRLC. 

The English Milk Cow can't loaf on 
the job either. She is on a ration card 
and the amount of feed allotted to her 
depends on how much she puts into 
the milk pail.-Des Moines Register. 

Contour Plowing. Contour plowing 
is still the exception rather than the 
rule in Iowa, but it has been spreading 
fast in the last ten years. 

We are glad to see that southern 
Iowa is to have its first contour plow
ing contest in Van Buren county, Au
gust 19. 

It's more bother to see how level 
yOU can plow instead of how straight 
-but it helps save a priceless asset 
for this and succeeding generations-
Iowa's precious topsoil.-Des Moines 
Tribune. 

Roasting Ears. London newspapers 
discovered that an intrepid English 
farmer is growing Ilh acres of sweet 
corn which will go on sale for 15' 
cents an ear, and one writer under
took to explain it this way: 

"Corn is a favorite food in America 
where it is grown largely in the south
ern states. It is also regarded as a 
great delicacy by Anglo-Indians 
throughout the east. 

"The cob is boiled for 15 minutes 
and served like a potato in its jacket. 
The leaves are removed, butter or 
,margarine is spread over the corn and 
1t is sprinkled with pepper and salt. 

"Then, holding it at the ends, you 
nibble the corn like a rabbit."-The 
Oountry Book. 

Doddridge Farm. "The Vineyard," 
a two-weeks school for young women 
who want to be trained in the lay 
apostolate,was conducted by the 
Ladies of the Grail at Libertyville, Illi
nois, June 13 to 27. Among the "lec
turers" were Msgr. Hillenbrand, Fa
ther Benedict Ehman, and Miss Ade 
Bethune. The whole program was a 
heartening interchange of prayer, par
tiCipation in the liturgy, study, medi
tation, work (on the land), and happy 
play. The fruits of the Holy Spirit 
were much in evidence, especially 
gaudium.-Orate Fratres. 

BOY'S ESSAY ON A COW 

The cow is a mammal. It has silt 
sides, right and left and upper and 
below. At the back it has a taU on 
which hangs a brush. With this it 
sends flies away so they don't fall 
into the milk. The head is for the 
purpose of growing horns and so its 
mouth can be somewhere. The horns 
are to butt with and the mouth to 
moo with. Under the cow hangs 
milk. It is arranged for milking, 
When people milk, milk comes and 
there is never an end to the supply. 
How the cow does it I have not yet 
realized but it makes more and more. 
The cow has a fine sense of smell 
and one can smell it far away. This 
is the reason for fresh air in the Coun. 
try.. A man cow is called an ox. The 
cow does not eat much but what it 
eats it eats twice so that it gets 
enough. When it is hungry it moos 
and when it says nothing at all it is 
because its insides are full up with 
grass. 

Reprinted with the permission 
of NEWSWEEK 

In the spring when we helped 
Mother in the garden (and I hated to 
weed), she would tell us about spring· 
time in Poland when the fields were 
ready for planting, and we would try 
to imagine our little garden on a big 
scale. On the feast of the Nativity 
of our Lady, the people brought their 
seeds and produce to be blessed. 
Mother sang us the special hymns that 
they sang in Poland, begging for rain 
and good crops. During the spring 
Rogation Days there were special 
prayers; and on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, instead of going to the ceme
tery as we did at our church, the pro
cessions in Poland went through the 
fields of growbig things. 

Mother told us how much fun the 
young boys and girls had on the day 
before the feast when they gathered 
flowers and made wreaths and long 
garlands to decorate the crosses that 
stood in the fields and along the way
sides where the procession would paSS. 
And what a proud feat it was to be 
able to climb the tallest cross and 
crown it with flowers. 

On August 15, the feast of the As
sumption, Mother always gave Wanda 
and me a bouquet of late summer 
flowers and herbs to be blessed at 
High Mass. The whole church smelle: 
like a flower garden. The boys an 
girls in Poland brought wreaths of 
wheat to Church on that day for the 
blessing of the :first crops, but we had 
to be content with ordinary garden 
flowers. 

Irene Staniszewski 
Orate Fratres 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

1~ -A~ e~ 0/ tk N~ ealJuJ.lic 
R~.e~e~ 

PEORIA October 3, 4, 5, 6, 1942 

Headquarters: Hotel Pere Marquette 

ILLINOIS 

Saturday, October. 3 
Teachers', Leaders', and Youth Day 

Forenoon 
9:00 to 9 :30--Missa Recitata, Ca

thedral. 

TEACHERS AND LEADERS 
SECTION 

10:00 to 12:00--Mass Meeting. 
O. E. Baker, "The Church's 

Stake in Rural People:" , 
Fr. H. Bishop, "Missionary Op

portunities on the Land." 
Bishop A. L. Fletcher, "The 

Dignity of the Rural Teacher 
and Leader." 

Afternoon 
Sectional Discussion Meetings 

1:30to3:30--4-H and Future 
Farmers. 

Speakers: To be announced. 
1:30 to 3:3O-Catholic Rural High 

Schools and Agricultural In
stitutes. 

Speakers: Fr. J. C. Rawe, Fr. 
J. J. Gorman. 

1:30 to 3:30--The Teaching of Re
ligion in Rural Districts. 

Speakers: Fr. W. A. Tennien, 
Sister Mary Presentina. 

1:30 to 3:30--Cooperatives and 
Credit Unions. 

Speakers: E. R. Bowen, Orrin 
Shipe, Mary Dooling. 

YOUTH SECTION 
Academy of Our Lady of the 

Sacred Heart 

Forenoon 
10:00 to 12:00--Mass Meeting 

, Bishop C.' D. White, "The Dig
nity of ' Rural Inheritance." 

Mrs. A. Eisele, "Queen in a 
Farm Home." 

Msgr. L. G. Ligutti, "Land of 
Golden Opportunities,"' 

Afternoon 
Sectional Discussion Meetings 

(For Youth and By Youth) 
1:15 to 2:30-Qualities of / Future 

Husband and Wife. 
Speakers: To be announced. 

1:15 to 2:30--Company Keeping. 
Speakers: To be announced. 

1:15 to 2:30-The Ladies of the 
Grail and the Catholic Work
er. 

Meet: Dorothy Day and the 
Ladies of the Grail. 

1:15 to 2:30-The Youthful Catholic 
Lay Missionary. 

Speaker: Msgr. L. J. Steck. 

1:15 to 2:30--What Kind of a Farm 
Do I Want? 

Speakers: To be announced. 
1:15' to 2:30--What Is a Productive 

Home in City or Country? 
Speakers: To be announced. 

2:30 to 4:00--Recreation Hour, 
Academy Gymnasium. 

Conducted by Fr. G. Nell. 

Sunday, October 4 
10:00-Pontifical High Mass, Cathe

dral. . 
Celebrant: Bishop J. H. Schlar

man. 
Preacher: Archbishop S. A. 

, Stritch. 
2 :30-Shrine Temple. 

Concert by Von Trapp Family. 
Presidential Address: Bishop A. 

J. Muench. 

Monday, October 5 
Farmers' Day 

Forenoon 
9:00 to 9:30-Missa Recitata, Cathe

dral. 
10:00 to 12:00--Mass Meeting. 

Bishop A. J. Muench, "The Dig-
nity of Farming." , 

W. McMillen, "Homes, Farms, 
and Science." 

M. Salm, "My Family on the 
Farm." 

"The Farmer in Wartime." 

Afternoon 
Sectional Discussion Meetings 

1:30 to 3:30--The Farmer Helps 
Himself Through Coopera
tives. 

Speakers: E. R. Bowen, Fr. J. 
A. Pustka, R. Miller. 

1:30 to 3:30-How to Keep Sons on 
the Farm. 

Panel: Participants to be an
nounced. 

1:30 to 3:30-Family Type Farm
How Big? 

Speakers: Fr. J. C. Rawe, M. 
Salm. 

1 :30 to 3 :3O-Colonization and Re
settlement After the War. 

Speakers: Fr. J. LaFarge, 
Msgr. L. G. Ligutti, J. B. 
Lanctot. 

Mass Meeting 
8:00-The City Worker and the 

Land. 
Speakers: Dr. J. Meyers, Fr. 

C. J. Howard, Msgr. L. G. 
Ligutti. 
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Tuesday, October 6 
Ladies' and Confraternity Day 

In Cooperation with the Peoria Dio
cesan Council of the National Council 
of Catholic Women and the Confrater-

nity of Christian Doctrine 

Forenoon 
9 :00 to 9 :30-Missa Recitata, Cathe

dral. 
10:00 to 11:30-Mass Meeting. 

Mrs. R. B. Sayre, "Nobility of 
the Queen in a Farm Home." 

Sr. Marie Michael-Antigonish, 
"Social Responsibility of the 
Farm Woman." 

Demonstration: "The Produc
tive Home." 

11:30 to 12:00-Business Meeting, 
NCCW 

Business Meeting" NCRLC 

Noon 
12:00 to 1:30-Priests' Luncheon. 

Fr. S. A. Leven, "Reaching the 
non-Catholics in Rural Dis
tricts." 

Fr. C. Farrelly, "Building up a 
Rural Parish with Farm 
Families." 

Msgr. L. G. Ligutti, "The Lord's 
Acre." 

Afternoon 
Sectional Discussion Meetings 

1:30 to 3:30-Making the Rural 
Home Beautiful and Conven
ient. 

Speakers: To be announced. 
1:30 to 3:30-Preparing Rural Girls 

for the Rural Home. 
Panel: Participants to be an

nounced. 
1:30 to 3:30-The Ladies of the 

Grail and the Catholic Work
er. 

Meet: Dorothy Day and the 
Ladies of the Grail. 

1:30 to 3:30-Protecting the Absent 
Soldier's Home. 

Speakers: To be announced. 
1:30 to 3:30-Rural Welfare. 

Speakers: Fr. A. H. Scheller, 
Dr. Rufus Rohram, Fr. E. F. 
Garesche. 

1:30 to 3:30-Rural Catholic Action. 
Speaker: Bishop E. V. O'Hara. 
Panel: Sister Rosalia, Verona 

Spellmire, F. Burton, Fr. G. 
Smith. 

Mass Meeting 
8: OO-Recreation. 

Conducted by Fr. G. Nell. 
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Wallace - Homestead Co. 
Commercial and Publication Printers 

1912 Grand Ave. Des Moines 

II PlumMng and Beating " 

Des Moines, Iowa 

The War's' On . • • 

and So are the Priorities 
,: .,~,: 

NOW You have 
time to read! 

Do you have our Reading List? 
It's free (and so are many of our 

pamphlets) 

THE BOOK DEPARTMENT 

National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference 

3801 Grand Ave. 

The compliments of 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Have you a copy of 

The Prayer of the Christian Farmer 

The Prayer for a Rural Family 

,They are yours for the asking, 

National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference 

3801. Grand Ave. . Des Moines, Iowa 
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