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"jTATEMENT BY THE 
MEW PRESIDENT 

, 
;. 

TRUE civilization is rooted in 
family culture. Without it civ-

I ilization cannot endure; without 
it civilization will decay and die. 
Alive to this great historical truth 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference bends all its activities 
towald the preservation and pro
motion of family culture. 

The material basis of family 
culture is ownership. That is true 
of both the urban and rural fam
ily. For this reason the Catholic 
Rural Life Movement gives its 
support to all measures, legislative 
or otherwise, that seek to promote 
the family-type farm. It views 
with much concern the trend to
ward tenancy, commercialized 
farming, and large concentrated 
landholdings. 

The tenancy system in the 
United States is possibly the worst 
among civilized nations. The ten
ant has no ,security because of 
short-term leases; he receives no 
compensation. except in rare 
instances. for any improvements 
he makes on soil or buildings; he 
is given neither incentive nor 
means in most cases to rise from 
tenancy to the ownership of an 
independent well-established free
hold. 

Commercialized farming is 
destructive of family culture. It 
brings the factory system with its 
managers, foremen, and hired 
labor on the farmsteads of rural 
America. The making of profits 
rather than the making of a living 
becomes the first concern of com
mercialized farming. A landless 
proletariat is the result. Family life 

Most Rev. Aloisius J. Muench, D.D., 
Bishop of Fargo, N. D. President, Na
tional Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

cannot prosper under such condi
tions. Neither can democracy, for 
a .system of servile farming is 
destructive of basic rights and 
freedoms. 

For similar reasons large con
centrated landholdings are harm
ful to true family culture. Because 
of their baneful influence on fam
ily culture and human progress 
Roman Pontiffs have not hesitated 
in the past to appeal to the pow
ers of the State to insure a more 
equitable distribution of the hab
itable lands of the earth. In his 
PentecQStal encyclical of this year 
Pope Pius XII reasserted the teach
ing of Rerum N ovarum that "the 
land is the holding on which the 
family lives, and from the prod
ucts of which it draws all or part 
of its subsistence." Calling for a 
recognition of the right of the 
family to a vital space he contin
ued: "If today the concept of the 
creation of vital spaces is at the 
center of social and political aims. 
should not one, before all else, 
think of the vital space of the fam
ily and free it of the fetters of con
ditions which do not permit even 
to formulate the idea of a home
stead of one's own?" This is a 
statement of tremendous import 
which, viewed in the light of the 
trend toward concentrated land
holdings, would appear to justify, 
in the minds of sane and balanced 
thinkers, the use of graduated land 
taxes for the protection of the fam
ily-type farm. 

Among the many agencies of 
self-help to safeguard and foster 
family culture cooperative.s hold a 
foremost place. In essence they are 
the banding together of families 
for the securing of both material 
and cultural advantages. Coopera
tives must be given their rightful 
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place in our agricultural economy 
because they form a strong bul
wark on the one hand against col
lectivized farming directed and 
controlled by the State and on the 
other ·hand against isolationistic 
individualism with its exploitation 
of the weak and defenseless in 
human society. Guided away from 
the shoals of materialism and sec
ularism by the spirit of social jus
tice and social charity cooperatives 
will prove to be powerful factors 
for the establishment of a well
balanced social order. 

The National Caltholic Rural 
Life Conference takes an integral 
view of rural problems. It does 
not lose out of sight the simple 
but most important fact that the 
farmer too is ,a combination of 
body and soul. He too does not 
live by bread alol1e. To approach 
the solution of rural problems 
merely from the material side 
would in the end solve nothing. 
Spiritual factors must not be left 
out of account. Religion must play 
its part in forming true family liv
ing and culture. 

To strengthen the religious life 
of the farm family is the first 
objective of the Conference. This 
is not an easy task. The Church 
is very weak in rural America. 
Catholicism is in its membership 
four-fifths urban. For every mil
lion Catholics in the cities there 
are only 200,000 Catholics in the 
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countryside, and these are largely 
concentrated in certain favored 
rural areas. Of the 2,952 counties 
in the United States, 1,022 have 
no resident priest at all, and an
other 500 have no Catholic priest 
in their rural sections. Rural Amer
ica is still a great missionary field 
for the Church. In a recent letter 
to Archbishop Stritch, chairman of 
the American Board of Catholic 
Missions, His Eminence Joseph 
Cardinal Pizzardo called the work 
of the Conference a "missionary 
apostolate in the true sense of the 
word. It is an apostolate that must 
be developed and extended not 
only in the interest of the farm 
people themselves but also in the 
interest of urban Catholicism. 

Urban Catholicism, too, is 
showing signs of a lack of vitality 

to reproduce itself. Among other 
indications the decrease in paro
chial school enrollments is indica
tive of the common city trend of a 
falling birth rate. To the Church 
this must be a matter of no small 
concern. Immigration from Cath
olic countries overseas has practi
cally stopped; immigration from 
the countryside is numerically too 
small to afford much help to 
declining urban Catholicism. 
Merely to state the problem states 
also its gravity. 

The Conference shall continue 
to use its energies to the utmost to 
develop its program of religious 
instruction, vacation schools, dis
cussion clubs, bookmobiles, street 
preaching, and home mission activ
ities. All of these are needed for 
the strengthening and expansion 

of religion among the farmers of 
the land. The Conference shall 
strive to make a reality of Bishop 
O'Hara's objective-ten thousand 
strong Catholic parishes in rural 
America. It shall count no cost too 
great in furthering its missionary 
apostolate to make of rural Amer
ica, in the words of Archbishop 
Glennon, "a Holy Land." 

To achieve these high purposes 
the Conference plead,S for the sus
tained good will, continued coop
eration, and financial support of 
its members, friends, and benefac
tors. For the help they have given 
in the past the Conference is most 
grateful, and for the help they will 
give in the future the Conference 
expresses a heartfelt, "God reward 
you." 

6ENERAL RESOLUTIONS OF THE N.(.R.L.(. 

WITH its grand youth meeting 
tomorrow, the National 

Catholic Rural Life Conference 
will complete its nineteenth annual 
convention. This convention here 
in Jefferson City is one of the Con
ference's most successful conven
tions. We attribute this success 
largely to the efforts of our gra
cious and genial hosts, the Most 
Rev. John J. Glennon, Archbishop 
of St. Louis, the Very Rev. Msgr. 
Leo J. Steck, Rev. R. B. Schuler, 
and Rev. Joseph Cruse, the officers 

,of this convention, Msgr. John B. 
Pleus and Rev. Joseph A. Vogel
weid, pastors in Jefferson City and 
their parish and school organiza
tions, the various convention com
mittees and the many clergy, relig
ious and laity of this diocese. All 
have done much to prepare for the 
convention and to stimulate inter
est in its deliberations. 

We thank the members of the 
hierarchy and the many prelates 
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The following is the final and 
official text of the Resolutions ap
proved by the Board of Directors 
()If the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference and adopted at the con
vention in Jefferson City, Mo. 
Chairman of the General Resolu
tions Committee was Rev. John C. 
Rawe, S.J., of the Institute of Social 
Order, New York, N. Y. Chairman of 
the Youth Resolutions Committee 
was Mr. Emerson Hynes, St. John's 
University, Collegeville, Minn. 

who honored us with their pres
ence and helped us with their wis
dom and counsel. 

We express our gratitude to the 
press and to radio stations KWOS, 
KWK, WIL, WEW, LKOK and 
KSD, for the time given and for 
the generous publicity which they 
gave our meetings. 

We express our gratitude to the 
State Agricultural College, Colum
bia, Mo., and Lincoln University 
of Jefferson City for their hospi
tality and cooperation. Finally we 

thank the Governor of Missouri, 
the Mayor of Jefferson City, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Boy 
Scouts, the Knights of Columbus. 

Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, 
Bishop of Bismarck, our president 
for the last two years, has labored 
with apostolic zeal and enthusiasm 
for the growth of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
Upon his retirement from the office 
-of president we extend to him our 
sincere and heartfelt appreciation 
for his many achievements in the 
cause of rural life and his excellent 
leadet;ship in the Conference. 

We pledge our loyalty to our 
Country, to our servants in gov
ernment and to democratic institu
tions. Democratic institutions rec
ognize God, the rights of human 
persons, and the necessity of wide
spread small ownerships in pro
ductive property. In a democratic 
order, the many families person
ally own, manage and control 
some productive property. 
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His Holines,s Pius XU, recently 
spoke as follows: 

"Everyone as a living being, 
gifted with reason, has from 
nature the fundamental right to 
make use of the material goods of 
earth. This individual right can~ 
not in any way be suppressed even 
by other clear and undisputed 
rights over material goods. . . . 
The native right to the use of 
material goods, intimately linked 
as it is with the dignity and other 
rights of the human person . . . 
provides man with a secure, mate~ 
-rial basis of highest import on 
which to rise to the fulfilment, 
with reasonable liberty, of his 
moral duties." 

The National Catholic Rural 
'- Life Conference has consistently 

striven to apply these principles, 
especially in the sphere of agricul~ 
ture. 

False philosophies, unduly glo~ 
rifying the State, concentrating 

... ownerships, herding people in 
cities, stripping them of ownership 
and independence, have caused the 
economic,' social and spiritual 
breakdown of man. A giant war is 
setting the stage for complete 
destruction. The National Catho~ 
lic Rural Life Conference believes 
that men can save themselves from 
the evils that impend through right 
leadership and cooperation. 

In his Pentecost addres,s, His 
Holiness, Pius XU, pointed out the 
relationship between distribution 
of goods and economic riches: 

"If such a just distribution of 
goods were. not secured or were 
effected imperfectly, the real scope 
of national economy would not be 
attained; for, although there were 
at hand a lucky abundance of 
goods to dispose of, the people in 
not being called upon to share 
them would not be economically 
rich but poor." 

The people mu;st have access to 
natural resources, and opportuni~ 
ties for a frugal and yet comfort~ 
able livelihood must be created for 
them. Higher and higher prices for 
less and less production, higher 

(Please turn to page 94) 
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THE SYMBOL • • • IS TEMPORAL 
(Editor's Note: At the convention in Jefferson City, 

the National Catholic Rural Life Conference awarded a 
bronze plaque to Dr. O. E. Haker in appreciation of services 
rendered. The following were his words of acceptance.) 

• 
The symbol, that which is seen, is temporal; but the 

spirit, that which is unseen, is eternal. 

I wish to thank you and through you the directors of 
the National Catholic Rural Life Conference for this honor, 
and, if I may, take a moment to tell you why the Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, and the BULLETIN, have meant so 
much to me: 

As I look around and see the drift of rural young 
people toward the cities, the re,sult largely of the so~called 
division of labor and the application of mechanical power 
to the production and transportation of commodities; as I 
see in these cities the development of conditions of living 
and a philosophy of life that is causing the family to fail to 
function as an institution for the reproduction of the race 
and the transmission of capital and culture from generation 
to generation; as I see in Europe and much of Asia a catas~ 
trophe developing of unprecedented magnitude, because of 
departure from the Christian belief' in the infinite worth 
of the human soul, and the substitution therefor of pagan 
concepts of racial superiority and survival; as I see this catas~ 
trophe threatening to envelop the Western hemisphere also, 
and destroy the freedom which has grown out of Christian 
teaching, and the science which, in turn, has grown out of 
freedom, I find my faith in human progress under the guid~ 
ance of God, faltering, and my reason drifting toward the 
acceptance of a philosophy of fatalism. 

Then the Catholic Rural Life BULLETIN comes to my 
desk and brings to me the breath of life. It renews my courage 
and my faith. I ponder the fact that kings and dictators 
have come and gone, that economic and social systems have 
risen and fallen, and that the Christian faith and the Catholic 
Church have survived all these profound changes during 
nearly 2,000 years, and stand today unmoved. I realize that 
I am not alone and that a cloud of witnesses-philosophers 
and saints and martyrs of the past-look down on me. And 
as I look around me again at this audience and realize that 
you are only a few of the many millions of Christians ~cat~ 
tered in every land working diligently for the coming of the 
kingdom of heaven on earth, I find faith to labor on, confi~ 
dent of the ultimate triumph of truth and love in the world. 

Dr. 0; E. Baker 
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and higher wages for less and less 
work, do not constitute economic 
riches. 

The land serves the common 
good best when it is in small own
erships. In a small piece land is 
vital space for the family. In a 
large piece land is a concentrated 
natural resource which suffers and 
is misused. 

His Holiness Pius XII said of 
land and the family: 

"Of all the goods that can be the 
object of private ownership none 
is more conformable to nature ... 
than the land, the holding in 
which the family lives, and from 
the products of which it draws all 
or part of its subsistence. . . . 
Should not one think of the vital 
space of the family and free it from 
the fetters of conditions which do 
not permit even to formulate the 
idea of a homestead of one's own." 

The homestead on productive 
land is vital space for the family. 
Both natural and supernatural 
happiness can best be attained in 
a home on the farm because here 
the natural and the supernatural 
find a God-intended basis of alli
ance. Complete urbanization leads 
to a decay of wholesome family 
life, morals, and religion. 

But, on the land too, security 
and independence, spiritual and 

cultural growth can be lost. We 
can multiply share-croppers. We 
can take cash crop plunges, over
mechanize, and reduce the fruitful 
fields to gullies and dust bowls. 
The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference condemns large land 
ownerships, sharecropping, and 
short-term leases, the one-crop sys
tems, and the robbing of soil fer
tility. 

The well-balanced farm always 
produces a variety of things for the 
family and for the market. The 
well-balanced farm produces 
throughout the year for family 
needs and for the needs of the mar
ket, not merely in one harvest, but 
in a year-round harvest. On the 
well-balanced farm there is always 
a variety of crops and animals. 

The National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference extends high 
praise to the good Catholic farm
ers and all other farmers in rural 
America who follow a stewardship 
method of farming. They take 
pride in family land ownership. 
They renew soil fertility in diver
sified farm production. They grow 
their own food supplies. They 
keep their farm homes atractive 
and beautiful. Catholic fathers and 
mothers on the land strive to foster 
among their own the Church's 

THE TIDINGS BROUGHT TO MARY 
The cattle here are never sick, the udders and 

the wells are never dry; the grain is as 
solid as gold, the straw as firm as iron .... 

Gather this harvest that I have sown, as in 
the past I myself have filled again the 
furrows my father ploughed. • . . 

The earth cleaves to the sky, the body to the 
spirit, all things that He has created are 
in communion, all have need of one another. 

Take the handles of the plough in my ,stead, 
that the earth may bring forth bread as 

God Himself has wished. 
Give food to all creatures, men and animals, 

to spirits and bodies, and to immortal 
souls. 

Paul Claudel 

(Taken from: Tucker, Mod~m Continental Plays, p. 221) 

interest in agriculture. They enrich 
their personalities by the intimacies 
of collaboration with the Author 
and Conserver of Life. Their fam
ily life is wholesome and prolific. 
Spiritual vigor in their homei 
springs from the union of super
natural religion with what a 
bishop dared to call, "the almost 
sacramental quality of rural life." 

In the right ordcting of home 
and family life more than half of 
our industrial families could have 
land sufficient for a family garden. 
Many could have an acre or two 
for part-time farming. The home, 
even the urban home, should be 
productive for the family. Making 
a good home, making it the center 
of family production, the center 
of family recreation, and the cen
ter of family spiritual activity is 
one of the grandest and noblest 
careers, the career of parenthood, 
the queenship of motherhood and 
the kingship of fatherhood. 

Life in the community, life in 
the family of neighbors, must not 
be allowed to die through petty 
exploitations whether from within 
or without. The economic, social 
and spiritual life in a community 
expresses itself in credit unions, 
cooperative stores and markets, 
cooperative industries, cooperative 
recreation, etc. Social charity must 
build cooperation, build men who 
are ready and willing to help peo
ple develop the ways in which they 
can help themselves in the daily 
economic and cultural needs of the 
community. In cooperatives men 
and women come to know that 
social doctrine is an integral part 
of Catholic living. We "are one 
body in Christ, but severally mem
bers of another" (Rom. III, 5). 
We belong to the Mystical Body 
of Christ. 

The Church can communicate 
spiritual vitality to all good rural 
enterprises and build that form of 
rural culture which gives to people 
a love of the land. Through the 
rural pastor, the Catholic people, 
both young and old, are brought 
to the right appreciation of the 
economic, cultural and religious 
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opportunities they have in a Chris
tian way of farming. In the rural 
atmosphere liturgical worship is at 
home. As His Excellency, Bi.shop 
O'Hara, our founder, has said, 
"The production of the wheat and 
the grapes is more than the pro
duction of bodily food and drink. 
It is the prelude to the Offertory 
of the Mass." 

Schools and teachers must sup
plem~nt the educational work of 

c homes and parents. We deplore the 
fact that rural parents allow their 
homes and schools to be recruiting 
stations for : cities and city jobs. 
Urban textbooks and urban
minded teachers, filled with deri
sion for rural life, render no serv-

- ice to rural homes and rural com
munities. 

Four-H clubs, Future Farmers 
of America, Rural Life Discussion 
and Action groups, rural coopera
tive studies and enterprises, folk 
games and folk recreation-all 

i:, these activities should be used to 
build a better rural life. 

In each rural community there 
should be a library, a Church and 
a school. There should be a small 
hospital or motor clinic for effec
tive health service. For both urban 
and rural people it is more impor
tant to build rural libraries, rural 
churches, rural schools, and rural 
health facilities than it is to build 
bigger city libraries, bigger city 
churches, bigger city schools, and 
bigger city hospitals. 

A democratic government will 
give recognition to all these vital 
functions of homes, rural .com
munities, and cities. It will help in 
the shaping of a democratic pattern 
of living, composed of many 
homes, many ownerships, many 
self-reliant communities. It will 
not listen to the clamor for nation-

alization of land, through which 
liberty and human rights would 
be sacrificed, as a solution of the 
problems arising from the concen
tration of land into larger and 
larger holdings: but instead a gov
ernment for, by and through the 
people will force, through effective 
legislative means, the breaking up 
of these concentrated landholdings 
which make impossible widespread 
ownership, access of millions to 
the land, and vital spaces for mil
lions of families. If to achieve this 
purpose a graduated land tax will 
be used it m:ust neither be confisca
tory nor destructive of the natural 
right of private' property. It will 
promote family land tenure and 
land use, and exempt the family 
farmstead from taxation. It will 
help in the work of the resettle
ment of families on family farms 
and give direction in farm training 
and the practice of home produc
tion for family needs. After the 
war unemployment will be very 
serious. The Government in coop
eration with private social agencies 
should work out plans for the set
tlement of families on full-time 
and part-time farms. The plan
ning, the organization, and the 
educational procedure needed for 
this work should be launched 
immediately. 

In its foreign policy as well as 
in its domestic policy a democratic 
government will always recognize 
the principle that to all peoples of 
nations big or small must be given 
equal opportunities to make use of 
God's gifts to mankind according 
to justice and charity. Nations 
must be cooperative in justice and 
charity. 

This is the program of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference-a program for rebuilding 
family type farms on land that 
offers vital space, a program for 
rebuilding rural communities in a 
wholesome rural America, a pro
gram based on the principle of 
self-help through cooperative effort 
and enterprise. The end of the war 
will bring economic chaos, pov
erty, unemployment and social 
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upheaval. We must be ready to 
face all this and do something 
practical about it. We must play 
our part in reconstructing the 
social order. A world at war needs 
our program of rural life. Our 
democracy needs it to survive. 

In this nineteenth convention 
we are encouraged to redouble our 
efforts by the good work which 
many rural pastors are doing in 
building a rural and spiritual 
America. We are encouraged to 
redouble our efforts by the many 
Catholic farmers whose Christian 
way of good farming brings bless
ings to the family, the parish, and 
the Nation. 

We are encouraged by the excel
lent social philosophy which is at 
work in the Farm Security Admin
istration, building family land 
ownership and family security 
through self-help. In the Exten
sion program many leaders are 
helping farmers to prevent farm 
losses, learn sound farm methods, 
and acquire an ability to handle 
ma:ny community· affairs on a 
cooperative basis. 

We are encouraged by the fact 
that many Catholic groups and 
individuals are dedicating them
selves to the conversion of rural 
America. We extend our congratu
lations to Father Howard Bishop 
and the first three priests ordained 

Agriculture for an honorable and 
high-min,ded man is the best of all 
occupations or arts by which men 
produce the means of nving.-Xen~ 
ophon.,lliii 

recently in the Society of the Home 
Missioners of America. 

We are encouraged by the work 
of the diocesan Rural Life Confer
ences, particularly by the work of 
the St. Louis Rural Life Confer
ence. Bishops, priests, religious 
communities, and people are gen
erously cooperating in the work 
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of conducting Rural Life Summer 
schools and diocesan institutes. 

We highly commend the Cath~ 
olic Central Verein of America for 
its long sustained work in the cause 
of rural life. We commend the 

many efforts of the, Diocesan 
Councils of Catholic Women to 
further wholesome rural living. 

We are happy to see the great 
interest taken by Catholic leaders 
of the South in the rural life pro~ 
gram for the South. We are very 
bappy to have the Colored people 
taking their part in our program. 
We agree with many of their lead~ 
ers that the real freedom and inde~ 
pendence for the Colored people is 
the ownership of family farms. 
, We pledge our cooperation with 
non~Catholic groups promoting 
the interests of rural life. 

We acknowledge our indebted~ 
ness to St. John's University. Col~ 
legeville. Minn .• and St. Benedict's 
College. Atchison. Kans .• for their 
sponsoring of Rural Life Summer 
Schools. We commend the work 
of the Queen's W orkand the pro~ 
gram of the Benedictine Fathers of 
St. Emma·s. Bel Mead. Va. 

We congratulate Trinity Col~ 
lege of Sioux City. Iowa. This 
Catholic college now gives a degree 
in Rural Leader.ship. Such steps in 
education can rebuild the great 
human art and craft which is 
farming. College training for rural 
leadership has many valuable 
implications for the future of rural 
Catholicism and rural culture. 

We extend greetings. best wishes 
and sentiments of admiration to 
the great leaders and tbe people of 
Canada. especially of Quebec and 
Nova Scotia. The dynamic leaders 
and people of Canada have been 
eminently successful in advancing 
far along th~ road of the rural life 
program. In these areas there exists 
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a splendid spirit of cooperation. 
mutual understanding. and coordi~ 
nation between civic and religious 
authorities for the sound upbuild~ 
ing of family and community life. 

The National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference sends salutations 
to farm families and rural com~ 
munities throughout the world. 
particularly to those who are suf~ 
fering under the scourge of war. 

As Leslie Savage Clark puts it: 

In other autumn days they worked 
Beside the Thames and Rhone.
Fellow farmers; proud. alike. 
Of crops their fields had grown. 
Gentle their hands with lamb and 

foal. 
Glad their hearts for life. 
For homing herds in quiet lanes. 
For health with child and wife. 
Now war has sown a crop of blood 
Beneath a darkened sky. 
When men unwillingly must reap 
And brother plowmen die. 

Our best wishes and hopes for 
the dawn of a better day-a day 
when all may follow the peaceful 
purr'luits and experience the joys of 
the husbandman! 

Youth Resolutions 

We. rural and urban youth. 
assembled on the occasion of the 
nineteenth annual convention of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. pledge our loyalty' to 
the country of our birth. 

We pledge our fealty and obe~ 
dience to Holy Mother Church. 
To both. Church and Country. we 
pledge our fervent and faithful 
serVice. 

Weare happy in the realization 
of the God~given rights which We 
possess: the right to follow our 
vocation in life; the right to form 
a home for our future families; 
the right to base our family secur
ity upon ownership of productive 
property; the right to participate 
in building and maintaining a 
democracy on Christian founda~ 
tions. a democracy that guarantees 
the free exercise of our religious 
convictions and guards inviolable. 
the rights of the human person. 

We are equally aware of our 
sacred duties: the duty to utilize 
our talents in pursuit of our per
sonal development and vocation in 
life; the duty of living a clean 
and wholesome life; the duty of 
respect and obedience to our par
ents. in the fulfilment of which we 
become schooled in the responsibil
itiesof our future homes; the duty 
to work, and through work to 
acquire ownership of productive 
property. the source of economic 
security; the duty to function a.s 
apprentices in the management of 
organized society; the duty to be 
active members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. 

Finally, in recogmtlOn and 
appreciation of the philosophy of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, we. the city youth. 
pledge ourselves to study the prob. 
lems of the countryside. And· we. 
the rural youth, pledge ourselves 
to study the problems of the cities. 
We realize the necessity of mutual 
understanding and cooperation. 
We affirm that what helps rural 
life. helps Church and Nation. 

NOVEMBER 1941 THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

II • 

H~ 
are? "\; 
one 1 
talkel 
tions 
who 
man 
some1 
trout 
folIo 
in D 
ham 
the 
colO! 
belie 
to h, 
lutic 
off 
"SUl 
soml 
befo 

r 

'VI 
lead I 
depe 
depe 

( 

mel1 
Bee; 
mst 
a SI 

old 
pro 
our 
wh 
thil 
the 
the 
pre 
an( 
the 
aft 

tho 
prl 
th 



.\ II ••• WHO HELPED THEMSELVES" 

HAVE you ever thought how 
gullible we common people 

are? We have a great faith in every
one but ourselves. Any plausible 
talker who can play on our emo
tions or cupidity, any demagogue 
who has a scheme whereby every 
man can be a king and who offers 
something for nothing, has no 
trouble in finding a multitude of 

- followers. So many of us believe 
in Dr. Townsend, John L. Lewis, 
ham and eggs every Thursday, or 
the latest charlatan dressed in a 
colored shirt, and .so few of us 
believe in ourselves. If we happen 

" to have a personal idea that is revo
lutionary or constructive we shy 
off like a startled fox and say, 
"Surely this can't be good or 
someone else would have done it 
before." 

r 
[ 

We are great followers but poor 
leaders and we daily become less 
dependent on ourselves and more 
dependent on others. 

Our present faith is in govern
ment insurance and pensions. 
Because of the unemployment 
insurance, towards which we pay 
a small sum each pay day, or the 
old age pensions we have been 
promised ort the same basis, we lull 
ourselves into a sense of security 
which may be far from the real 
thing. At any rate we have placed 
the responsibility for our future on 
the shoulders of someone who has 
promised to care for us faithfully 
and we have a beautiful trust in 
the Government's ability to look 
after us. 

There is no reason to believe 
that this security has not been 
promised us in good faith. Despite 
the fact that many States have not 

been able to pay the amount orig
inally promised to old age depend
ents, there is no reason to suppose 
that old age pensions are essen
tially wrong or worthless. If, 
when this war is over, there are 
so many people suddenly thrown 
out of employment that the unem
ployment insurance funds are 
insufficient to care for them, it will 
not mean that unemployment 
insurance is bad. It will only mean 
that governments are made of men 
and men are not infallible. 

A much surer way of providing 
for your old age and the years 
preceding it, is to plan a security of 
your own. Suppose that instead 
of hoping that the pennies we pay 
for insurance or pension will be 
properly managed so as to see us 
through our times of need,' we 
say, "Why take a chance on the 
other fellow? I'll back my own 
judgment and work out my own 
financial salvation." About the 
only way of doing this is to put 
by something in good times to take 
care of us when times are bad. One 
method of doing this is to save 
mony. But money is a man-made 
and man-manipulated article and 
consequently as unsure as anything 
else of that type. The dollar that 
we put away today may be worth 
fifty cents or nothing when we 
need it. 

Therefore, since there is noth
ing which man has made or con
trols that can be depended on in a 
great emergency, it seems that we 
must look elsewhere for a depend
able foundation on which to build 
our future security. If we common 
people can only have faith in our 
own abiliti~s to provide for our
selves, how can we do better than 
to put the little excess money we 
earn in good times into land which 
will give us extras in prosperity 
and essentials in a slump? 

If we are to rely on our own 
ability to make our future secure, 
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we must have a definite idea as to 
what security consists of, and we 
must have work to do which will 
bring that condition about. Obvi
ously, that plan must be as nearly 
infallible as is humanly possible. 
Also, it must provide, by one 
means or another, as many of the 
essentials of life as is possible. We 
must have food, shelter and heat, 
and the most logical, if not always 
the easi~st way to obtain these 
things, is to produce them our
selves. Of course, it is often physi
cally easier to run a machine for 
a definite period and use the pay 
received to buy a peck of potatoes 
than it is to go through all the 
laborious processes necessary to 
grow them. But if we have no 
machine to run, and consequently 
no money with which to buy, then 
we must go without. On the other 
hand, if we have the land on 
which to grow potatoes. and have 
been careful to save a few good 
big ones from the previous year 
for seed, then we needn's care 
whether the machine runs or not. 
In short, we are depending on our
selves and not the other fellow. 
We are, as far as potatoes are con
cerned, self-sufficient. Of course, 
such things as flood or drouth may 
affect the crop, but even these are 
under our control to a considerable 
extent. Ditches will remove excess 
water and irrigation, humus and 
mulching will minimize the dam
age from drouth. 

No other enterprise can provide 
the degree of self-sufficiency that 

a 

Farming will be a much more 
successful business if it be borne 
in mind that it is not primarily a 
business at aD.-Bishop Edwin V. 
O'Hara. 

97 



COIN OF ANOTHER REALM 

Autumn has been giving largesSe 
Of her gold: 

Last night she was most generous 

For this morning, when I left the house, 
Behold! 

My way was strewn and paved with wealth 

Of burnished maple leaves. 

I felt quite rich, to have such treasure 
At my feet, 

An,d trailed ankle-deep in glory 
Down the street. 

Crescence A. Burgunder 

the productive homestead does. All 
material for shelter buildings and 
the fibres from which clothing is 
made, comes originally from the 
soil. ... Therefore, the land owner 
is the owner of the source of all of 
his necessities. 

In times when it is possible to 
sell products the soil also produces 
the means of securing cash with 
which to buy manufactured goods, 
many of which are inferior to 
those we can make ourselves, but 
which we prefer to buy because it 
is fashionable to have them made 
in a certain style or of a certain 
material. For instance, those who 
have worn them claim that for 
comfort, wear and warmth, well
made wooden shoes are far super
ior to leather ones, and a pair can 
be carved from about a cubic foot 
of wood. Yet a farmer must sell 
a cord of wood to buy a pair of 
very poor leather shoes, which he 
does because it is fashionable in 
this country to wear leather instead 
of wood. This does not mean that 
we should imitate the Hollanders 
and wear wooden shoes, but in 
times of acute stress we COULD 
wear wooden shoes and lose noth
ing by doing so. Lacking the mon
ey to buy leather ones we would 
not go barefoot in the snow as 
long as we owned a tree to produce 
the wood from which to make a 
pair. 

The outstanding advantages of 
land ownership for security are 
that it is easy to acquire and the 
benefits begin at once. Five acres 
of land, which is about as much 
as the man who is employed away 
from home can care for in his spare 
time, will produce all of a family's 
food supply and can be bought 
for the price of a cheap new car. 
If the purchaser is short of cash 
it can be had on equally easy 
terms. But beware of terms that 
are TOO easy. There are many 
real estate dealers who buy cheap 
worthless land and sell it at a price 
far greater than its value, covering 
up the fraud by offering it for sale 
on terms which no legitimate 
dealer can equal. Farming or gar
dening land is basically only as 
valuable as the crops it will pro
duce. If the buyer must have frost
ing on his cake in the form of 
urban conveniences, such as paved 
sidewalks or furnished running 
water, he should think of these as 
extras and not charge their cost 
against his farm venture. 

In searching for land it is a good 
investment to place an advertise
ment specifying your requirements 
in the county paper which is pub
lished in the district in which you 
are interested. Although the big 
city newspapers may have a hun
dred subscribers for everyone who 
reads the county weekly, the 

advantage of the county paper is 
that we country people read every
thing in our paper from the births 
to the obituaries for the reason 
that the people who figure in the 
news are known to us. Therefore. 
you can be sure that your ad will 
be read by most of the subscribers. 

If you are dependent on a job 
for your income and your home
steading venture is a supplement to 
it, figure conservatively how far 
you can safely commute from 
home to job each day. Draw a cir
cle centering about your place of 
employment for as far in all din>c
tions as you can travel, and search 
within that circle diligently. Get 
out and meet the people who may 
be your neighbors and tell them 
what you want. If you haven't a 
car take a bus or ride a bicycle to 
the edge of your circle and search 
the side roads as you return. Make 
a family excursion of it. It's more 
fun than the movies or a ball game. 
If you can locate within reason
able walking distance of a bus line 
it may be cheaper to ride it than 
to drive and certainly cheaper than 
to buy a car if you don't own one. 
Talk with the real estate dealers, 
the county agent, and the farm
ers. The more people you meet 
the better are your chances of find
ing a place that fits your needs. 
These exploring parties will also' 
add considerably to your agricul
tural education. When you have 
found a place that seems to fit your 
needs ask the county agent for his 
opinion of quality of the soil and 
the price asked for it. He is the 
most capable and unbiased judge 
you can find. 
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Beware of going too heavily in 
debt. It is no easier to make pay~ 
ments on a purchase than it is to 
pay rent, and it hurts a lot more 
to lose out. 

Having acquired land the next 
problem is how to make the best 
use of it. The best use that can be 
made of agricultural land is to 
grow food on it, and the best use 
that can be made of the food is to 
eat it. Your own family is the best 
customer you'll ever find for your 
products. When the wholesaler is 
paying seventeen cents for eggs and 
retailer is selling them for twenty
four cents, the poultryman who 
feeds his eggs to his family makes 
a profit of seven' cents a dozen more 
on them than is realized by the 
one who sells his eggs and buys 
meat. Of course, one will in time 
tire of eggs served as eggs without 
any disguise, but it isn't necessary 
to eat them that way. Noodles, 
cake, custa.rd, popovers and 'in~ 
numerable kinds of soups are made 
with eggs and from a dietary 
standpoint an egg is an egg regard~ 
less of the form it takes. 

To succeed on a maintenance 
homestead it is as necessary to 
study dietetics as it is to study 
agriculture. The housewife will do 
well to visit the public library and 
read up on old recipes that were in 
use in her grandmother's day. 
Grandmother had to depend on 
the land for everything, and many 
of the products and processes she 
used are far better suited for use in 
the self-sustaining home than more 
modern methods. You must take 
into consideration that many of 
today's recipes are planned with 
the idea of selling some of the 
ingredients that will go into it. 
When grandmother made pickles 
she raised, not only cucumbers, but 
dill and mustard, too, and made 
her own vinegar. 

Some will say that it is a waste 
of time to grow many things that 
can be cheaply bought. They will 
say, "Why should I spend several 
hours of hard work growing dill 
when I can buy enough to season 
my pickles for the equivalent of 

ten minutes work at a shop bench 
or desk?" Time spent growing this 
dill is not dtherwise productive 
time. If it was not being used for 
this purpose it would, at best, be 
valueless or might even be spent at 
some form of entertainment which 
would have to be paid for. It is 
just as much fun to hoe in the 
garden as it is to play golf and 
far more profitable, not to consider 
that a ten cent package of dill seed 
will, by reseeding itself, produce 
all of that herb a family can use 
in a lifetime. 

Like all other occupations, agri
culture returns the most to the one 
who puts the most in it. Physical 
labor is not the only requirement 
for successful farming or garden~ 
ing. Presumably there are still 
farmers of the old school who be
little "book farmers," but it is 
very likely that many of them 
would benefit greatly by using 
their heads to help their hands. 

The family farm offers profit
able employment to every member 
of the family capable of working. 
In many of our families it is neces~ 
sary, or at least desirable, for teen 
age children to have vacation or 
part-time employment to assist in 
buying their clothing or paying 
their way through school. There 
is no kind of employment available 
to them which will be as beneficial 
physically and mentally as that 
offered by the family homestead. 
If it is necessary for them to earn 
cash, they will learn more of 
responsibility by spending a sum~ 
mer working on some projects of 
their own which will bring them 
the money they need, than they 
would learn in a lifetime working 
at a job where initiative and self
sufficiency is stifled by an over~ 
seer. It is good for young people 
to learn to rely on themselves at 
as early an age as possible and an 
acre of their own where they alone 
are responsible for their personal 
success or failure is fine training 
for them. 

Any parent who fears that by 
moving to a rural district he will 
be depriving his children of pleas-
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ures or advantages they could 
enjoy in the city is not very well 
acquainted with the pleasures and 
advantages a country life affords. 
Even many of the pleasures can be 
profitable. The basket in which 
the children carry a picnic lunch 
to the woods can be brought home 
filled with innumerable wild prod
ucts such as berries, grapes or nuts. 
Fishing, which is a pleasant and 
sometimes expensive sport for the 
city man, is equally pleasant to the 
country boy, and profitable as well 
when the fish he catches, and per
haps a few frog legs, are added to 
the family diet. Trapping, which 
the city lad considers as being a 

ill 

From the beginning of the world 
agriculture and herding were the 
chief occupations of men, and in its 
first chapter the only ones.-Arch
bishop John J. Glennon. 

-
part of the exciting life of Kit Car
son or Daniel Boone, is for the 
country boy a grand sport which 
serves the practical purpose of 
helping to pay for his school and 
clothing. 

It is true that in many cases, the 
rural schools are very inferior to 
those of the city, but this is a fault 
which can be corrected quite easily 
by the country dweller who takes 
an interest in doing so. The boards 
which control our country schools 
consist of people in our own neigh
borhood with whom we are per
sonally acquainted. We, person
ally, know their qualifications and 
are not dependent on the recom
mendation; of the editor of a poli
tically-minded newspaper to judge 
who should be elected to office. If 
we elect or re-elect an incapable 
person to an office on the school 
board it is our own fault. We have 
every opportunity of knowing bet
ter. Another fault of the rural 
schools is that most of the teachers 
are city trained and city minded, 
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and do not understand the prob~ 
lems or needs of rural. children. 
There is a great need for teachers 
in both the public and parochial 
schools who understand these 
problems. If your children are 
inclined towards a teaching pro~ 
fession in any capacity, whether it 
be as a teacher in a public school 
or as a. priest or nun capable of 
assisting rural people to a better 
life, agricultural teaching is a large 
and fruitful field in which to spe~ 
cialize, and much of this knowl~ 
edge can be gained at first hand 
in the most efficient manner possi~ 
ble on the family acreage. 

City families seldom know the 
close~knit family cooperation that 
exists in country families. every 

member. of which is an important 
part of the social and economic 
plan. Parents and children who 
work side by side in the fields or 
kitchen have a much better under~ 
standing of each other's problems 
than is known in homes where 
children are only star boarders and 
not a part of the machine. Such 
seemingly difficult tasks as that of 
imparting to children that knowl~ 
edge which is necessary for the 
enjoyment of a normal and suc~ 
cessful married life becomes 
absurdly easy under the conditions 
of fellowship and understanding 
which exists between parents and 
children on farms where a knowl~ 
edge of biology and genetics is a 
necessary adjunctive to earning a 
living successfully. Knowledge 

which has only nasty implications 
for a city child is just a part of the. 
process to the country youth by 
which meat animals are created. 

If none of the foregoing has suc~ 
ceeded in convincing you that rural 
life is pleasant and profitable and 
offers the greatest security to the 
common man and his family, there 
is but one other way of convincing 
you. That is, try to think of some~ 
thing better. And if you fail to do 
this, then why not invest the extra 
money this war boom is bringing 
you in a· type of future security 
and present independence for 
which you and your family are 
responsible and for which you 
need not put your trust in anoth~ 
er's promises. 

FARMERS MUST REFORM METHODS 
OF FARMING 

THE intelligent farmer is a man 
gifted with both wisdom and 

technical skill. He is wise <!nough 
to see that the family type farm 
represents real farming and that 
the over~commercialized farm is a 
perversion of farm life. He can see 
that family farms are like scones. 
serving as the natural foundation 
of a stable social order. He can see 
that the Nation must preserve 
those foundation stones or crum~ 
bIe. The family type farm which 
is sound both economically and 
sociologically demonstrates bio~ 
dynamic methods of farming. 

What do we mean by bio~dyna~ 
mic methods? The word means 
methods that conserve the health 
and fertility of the soil by several 
means. Among these means are the 
use of animal and vegetable fer~ 
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tilizer and the avoidance of certain 
harmful fertilizers. Other means 
are: diversification of crops, proper 
proportions of soil building crops, 
and the conservation of healthy 
organic activity in the earth. espe~ 
cially earthworms. Bio~dynamic 
methods include proper practices in 
plowing and similar operations in 
order to conserve top soil, surface 
moisture, and ground water level. 

Since bio~dynamic methods aim 
to conserve human life, the term 
also denotes farming to support a 
family; that is, producing goods 
that the family will use, before 
producing goods for the market. 
Included are garden produce and 
canning, dairy and poultry prod~ 
ucts. hogs and other meat, and 
some products that will vary, such 

as fuel, ground flour, honey and 
the like. 

About two billion dollars a 
year is spent on advertising in 
order to convince us that we can 
buy products cheaper and better 
than we can turn them out at 
home. One factory, for instance, 
dumping waste into the Chicago 
river was prohibited from this 
practice by law. The factory 
turned its chemical waste into fer~ 
tilizer, stressed advertising, and 
made more profit than ever before. 

That industrial firm was not 
concerned with supplying to the 
farmer a fertilizer containing just 
the elements his soil needed. No, 
the firm was interested in selling 
the fertilizer that would bring in 
the most profit, and that's what it 
did. Even had the best artificial 
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fertilizer been sold, which was far 
from the case, certain elements 
essential to the health of soil and 

'., man would be missing. No doubt, 
, the most important of these is 

boron, which can be had only in 
fertilizers composted of animal and 
vegetable wastes. 

The question will quickly arise 
how can these composted manures 
be prepared in quantities sufficient 
for 100 acres or 200 acres? A few 
small heaps of compost are not 
enough. The answer is found in 
so-called "green" manuring; 

green is a misnomer, really 
intended to signify "vegetable" 
material. Heaps of well-rotted veg
etable material were developed at 
a place called Indore. Thousands 
of acres are now fertilized by this 
method. Heaps are built in long 
rows alongside the fields, heaps 
perhaps six feet wide across the 
bottom, four feet wide across the 
top, and about four feet high. 
Their thick layers of stalks and 
straw are separated by thin layers 
of dirt. Some catalyzer is put in 
to help the material decompose, 
plus a little water. A compost like 
this one preserves the precious 
humus of the top soil. 

Most farmers practice crop rota
tion, but bio-dynamic methods 
demand more than that. The crops 
rotated must not be only those 
from which the quickest cash profit 
can be realized. Such soil building 
crops as clover (with a liming pro
gram, if necessary) belong on the 
important list of crops in a good 
'five year plan.' Although there are 
more important arguments, the 
'dollars and .cents' argument for 
soil fertility will be given first. A 
great many farmers like to hear 
that argument first so as to be sure 
they are dealing with a practical 
idea and not some poet's dream. 

One of the experiments con
ducted to test the value of manure 
properly mixed with vegetable 
matter showed surprising results. 
The treated ground gave a yield of 
corn surpassing that of the 
untreated land by a much bigger 
margin than had been expected. 
The point seemed to be this. Crops 
for the year were mostly very poor 
on account of drouth. Treatment 
of the soil was necessary not only 
to give chemical food to the plants, 
such as nitrogen, but to do a 
mechanical work as well. Matted, 
spongy material composed of 
leaves, straw and the like is needed 
precisely as a sponge to hold mois
ture. A porous surface provided by 
this new humus is needed to catch 
water, since a dried out, hard sur
face turns water away. Since com
post heaps can be built on slack 
days in the less busy seasons the 
cost in labor is low; the balance 
is all in favor of doing the extra 
work and reaping the extra 
income. 

Why should crops be varied and 
soil-building crops given their due 
place? Again there are far deeper 
reasons than mere dollars and cents 
just as there are far deeper values, 
in family life than monetary values 
but let us take the monetary rea
sons first. Long ago the wise 
farmer chose between real farming 
and gambling. He knows the dis
astrous results that fiow from gam
bling on a single crop. In 'the 
wheat country, for instance, he has 
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seen a speculator come. into his 
home town and invest heavily in 
land and machines in order to 
make a killing in wheat. He shakes 
his head sadly at the results: fam
ilies displaced, soil depleted, and a 
whole new philosophy of life sub
stituted for the old. At first the 
speculator makes quick profits, but 
as the land begins to lose its vital
ity he either moves to better land 
or succumbs to some disaster such 
as a widespread attack by the Hes
sian fiy. 

The intelligent farmer knows 
that in order to make money he 
must have crops that show great 
stamina in resisting pests. Bio
dynamic methods show a great 
economic gain when they build up 
healthy soil and plants capable of 
resisting pests. Single cropping 
encourages pests; an unbroken 
series of wheat fields provides a 
perfect highway for wheat pests. 
A wide variety of crops gives them 
less chance. Finally it is poor fin
ance to put all the eggs in one bas
ket. One orchard of 2,000 trees 
was all but wiped out by one dis
aster; the gambler who operated 
the orchard should have tried real 
farming on a family-type farm. 

The intelligent, hard-working 
farmer knows that single-crop 
farming is a drain on his pocket
book in many ways. When fac
tory-farming puts big machines on 
the land instead of families, many 
of those families must spend some 
time on W.P.A. and relief rolls. 
Such families would support them
selves far more economically on a 
few acres of their own. The whole 
economic system must suffer when 
families go on relief, to say noth
ing of suffering which goes beyond 
economics. According to our pres
ent relief laws a man should give· 
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up what thrifty habits he may still 
have in order to be put on the relief 
rolls. He should move to town; 
he should give up his cow, or his 
chickens, or his garden, if he wants 
to be eligible. In Wisconsin a drive 
is being carried on in the counties 
to counteract this trend and to 
help folks become a bit more self
supporting before they are taught 
to be utterly helpless and depend
ent. The intelligent farmer sees the 
inefficiency of relief and the high 
taxes that he himself must pay as 
a consequence. 

In discussing the trend toward 
2.000-acre farms economists never. 
we repeat. NEVER, treat all of 
the costs imposed on the commun
ity by the factory. The 2.000-acre 
farm means fewer farm families 
and fewer children born. Put a 
cash value of several thousand dol
lars on each child as a producer. 
You see that loss of farm families 
is an economic loss while our birth 
rate continues to decline. 

There is a second reason why 
our falling birth rate causes an eco
nomic loss. For a long time our 
economy has been geared to an 
increasing birth rate. For the first 
fifteen years or so of his life a 
youngster is just a consumer. A 
few million youngsters, make, a 
splended market for goods. and the 
parents who marry and take up 
housekeeping form a great market 
for goods. too. Farm life favors 
the development of families. of 

FOUND IN THE 

EDITOR'S MAIL ••• 

During oats harvest my young 
nephew helped us-and was he 
important. Never was I more wel
come than when I drove to the 
field with sandwiches and ice-cold 
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course; as these families decline. 
markets decline with them. 

Let us turn again to our intel
ligent and successful farmer. When 
he watches farm families go into 
a decline and relief rolls expand, 
he has reason to fear for "local 
institutions." We can put this fear 
on a dollars and cents basis. too. 
The local church or churches, the 
fund that provides special care for 
tubercular patients. the fund for 
the blind. the fund for crippled 
children. the orphanage, the care 
of certain aged folk. the Scout 
work, the High School activities
all these are supported by a com
munity of strong families. When 
large scale gambling takes over 
farms (working machines for a 
few months instead of the men 
who worked the year round) con
tributions to the local funds 
drop off'. The churches, the 
orphans, the Scouts and therefore 
the whole community suff'ers an 
economic loss when tractors replace 
farmers. 

The single-crop planter is a 
man who does not care for the soil; 
he is at the other extreme from the 
man who carefully guards its 
health. One Missouri farmer was 
heard to say: "I grew corn on that 
same hillside nine years in a row." 
The single crop specialist plants 
row crops. not hay crops and those 
row crops are the ones that feed 
dust storms. Cultivation of the 
rows often loosens up light land 

lemonade. Now the threshing sea
son is on-and we are picking 
blackberries and storing them in 
the cold locker and canning apple 
sauce. Next week we will have 
sweet corn and tomatoes, and later 
string beans for canning. The can
teloupes will soon be ready for the 
table-and we have a few water
melons-lots of potatoes and some 
sweet potatoes. Mr. Carton planted 

that should rather be turned back 
to hay and anchored with some. 
thing like clover. The opportunist 
who planted corn nine years in 
succession certainly was not think. 
ing of the future. Even if he was 
industrious enough to practice con. 
tour farming and terracing, he 
doubtless allowed too much top. 
soil to wash off' that hillside. Big 
wheat farms bordering Upon the 
dust bowl are in dangerous terri. 
tory; they are always in danger of 
turning up sad that should be left 
in grass. 

Instead of lifeless dust the soil 
of a real fa'rm should be rich, 
brown. moist. Bio·dynamic and 
bio-kinetic experts have taught us 
the part played in soil conditioning 
by the earthworm. A mass of 
worms manipulates the soil and 
leaves it wonderfully renewed. 
Healthy activity on the part of the 
worms is maintained by bio·dyna
mic methods. for composts give 
them plenty of food in the form 
of leaves and other matter. The 
economic value of rich soil is obvi
ous. The combination of compost 
and earth well kneaded by worms 
gives a spongy character to the 
topsoil that has another value. 
Spongy dirt holds moisture. 
According to Rich Land, Poor 
Land, one of the bad eff'ects of a 
dusty surface is the formation of 
a film on top of the dust. This 
film helps the water run off' instead 
of soaking down through the soil 

more things than ever this year. It 
ha,s been a fine growing year-but 
could it be that the philosophiz
ings of Msgr. Ligutti had some
thing to do with the quantity 
and variety of good things that 

, we planted and are now enjoying 
in abundance? 

Mrs. Winifred Carton 

Earl Park. Ind. 
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to moisten the whole mass. The 
. porous condition of good humus 
holds moisture and supplies it tv 
the plants as needed. The dollars 
and cents value of moisture will 
not be disputed. 

The intelligent, industrious 
farmer knows the value of all these 
bio-dynamic methods from experi
ence. Thousands of other farmers 
had "to be shown." A few years 
ago a private agency had the job 
of rehabilitating many thousands 
of farms, about a million and a 
half acres in all. On practically all 
of those farms the farmers bad to 
be persuaded to raise more ha y and 
feed, such as clover, for instance. 
The plan was put through by 
means of inexorable firmness. The 
objection of the farmers "I'll try 
that next year" was met with the 
insistent "No, do it this year." 
The farmers acceded and fuund 
their cash income going up almost 
immediately. 

The Farm Security Administra
tion has been dealing with 500,-
000 clients in practically the same 
way. Farmers who receive loans, 
must be sure of their ability to 
repay loans out of income. In order 
to insure repayment and incident
ally help the farm family be as in
dependent as it wants to be, the 
FSA insists on diversification, and 
teaches much home production. 
Housewives are taught how to pick 
out the kind of pressure cooker 
they need, and how to can and 
store foods with the help of such 
equipment. Statistics'could be piled 
high to show the substantial gains 

. in wealth and independence result
ing from this program. The FSA 
has nearly all its borrowers repay
ing the loans on schedule-an 
almost unbelievable record. 

> For the most part, the AAA 
program has encouraged wide
spread diversification. No m2tter 
how much we are opposed tn cer
tain government programs sucb as 
the AAA, it would seem we must 
admit one fact. A very large pro
portion of the medium and large 
commercial farms have swung 

(Please turn to page 106) 
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THE PRAIRIE1S RIM 

From liThe Prairie's Rim" 

I'll build me a home at the west of town, 
Where I cali watch the day go down 
In the flaming reds of the prairie sun. 
Just a few acres or maybe one 
My plot will be on rising ground 
Where I may pause and look around 
O'er the rolling sweep of fertile sod 
Aware of the wideness of God. 

A humble doorstep facing west 
Over a meadow where pheasants nest, 
Dewy at dawn, heat soaked at noon, 
And silvery under the prairie moon. 
My eyes will trace the w~de extent 
Of gathered corn pitched tent on tent. 
Far this encampment sprea~s abroad 
To tell of the fulness 6f God. 

My garden beside the prairie's edge 
Win not be bound by th6rn or hedge; 
Rather I would have it be 
Of virgin ground beneath a tree, 
Where here will lift their heads with spring 

. Her own children bloss6ming: 
Starflowers scattered at her whim 
That I may see the heart of Him. 

A bench I'll build beside the walk 
Where evenings we can sit and talk, 
Or hand in hand, without a w6~d, . 
Hark to' the chirp of a sleepy bird. 
Across the fields of rip'ning grain 
We'll watch the coming 6f the rain, 
And lightning's play o'er the prairie's rim 
That we may know the power 6f Him. 

There'll be shutters to close on wind-swept nights 
When snow drifts up to the window lights, 
And oak to' burn from O'ur 6wn WOOdlot 
To make the hearth glow bright and h6t. 
With family and friend about me there 
My ,heart will frame a wordless prayer 
In that cottage at the prairie's rim 
Builded through the kindness O'f Him. 

-Lester E. Armstrong 
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Of Things Passing Away 

• There are those who say that 
people today do not read--except~ 
ing insofar as they read the news~ 
paper. If that is right, it may be 
sufficient reason why people today 
are generally not aware of certain 
good things passing away in our 
age. The newspaper,s are always 
concentrating on the new and com~ 
ing things. 

Personally, I have never been 
made quite so aware of anything 
in so short a time as I have been 
made aware in the last month that 
good things are passing and that 
periodical rural literature at least, 
and in a broad sense, is very con~ 
scious of the fact. There is almost 
a mourning and lamentation for 
old things-customs, habits, insti~ 
tutions, peoples-that are passing 
in the twilight hour of an old 
order and pattern that undoubt~ 
edly is passing itself. 

Government statistics and ever 
so many pictures of 'iron horses' 
indicate strongly the passing of the 
real horse, for instance; Father 
Daniel Lord, S.J., Father John J. 
Ryan, and Theodore Maynard 
have written about the "Vanishing 
Irish' ; Father Edgar Schmiedeler, 
O.S.B., has written about the 
"Passing of the Homestead" by 
which he means the passing of the 
farmstead and the small farm. In 
like manner, others have written 
about the passing of the very home 
itself and the old style of family 
life, the passing of home arts and 
.crafts, the passing of the produc~ 
rive home garden and harvest. 

Good things are pas,sing away, 
it seems, good things that have no 
right to pass away because they 
are good things in a very funda~ 
mental sense. If it is necessary to 
mention the one reason (there 
happens to be only one) why they 
are passing, th~ is it: somehow, 
somewhere, voluntarily or invol~ 
untarily, they have become separ~ 
ated from the land and cannot live 
without it. They are like the 
mythological giant who would not 
remain dead until he was hanged 
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by his neck from a tree, feet off 
the ground. When he lost his con~ 
tact with the earth he died-and 
stayed dead. 

At a meeting of the Wisconsin 
State Agricultural society in 1859, 
Abraham Lincoln told this story: 
"It is said an Eastern monarch 
charged his wise men to invent him 
a sentence, to be ever in view, and 
which should be true and appro~ 
priate in all times and situations. 
They presented him the words: 
"And this, too, shall pass away." 

If the passing of good things, 
"too, shall pass away" it will be 
because of some very positive pro~ 
gram as that adopted at the Rural 
Life convention in Jefferson City. 
Two things in that program were 
especially evident and repeated: 
more land for more people and 
more home production in more 
houses. The resolutions bear this 
out. 

Do you own a piece of land? Do 
you have any self~sufficiency? 
Wheeler McMillen, editor~in~chief 

-of the Farm Journal and Farmer's 
Wife, left the convention to tell 
his 2,575,000 subscribers: "These 
were among the foremost questions 
discussed October 4~8 .... They 
are emphatically in favor of 'your 
own meat, milk, eggs, fruits and 
vegetables: " 

The Conference wants these 
things not so much for their own 
sake, but much more in the light 
of the passing things they will not 
only stop from passing but will 
restore-including the hor1se, the 
Irish (if the Irish will listen), the 
homestead, the farmstead, the fam~ 
ily and the home. The Conference 
wants these things for people gen~ 
erally-not for the sake of mere 
physical possession but for the 
spiritual good of the people. 

A Harvest Thought 

• "I kind of believe that God 
would want us to comment on one 
or the other of the things He gives 
us every day." 

In cities, men scarcely ever see 
the gifts of God. They are there, of 
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course, beneath cement and stone 
and shut up inwards, onwards and 
outwards by piled up, frigid sym~ 
metries. Their comment is of the 
weather, but the city born and 
reared never quite pierce, even in 
their most thoughtful utterances, 
beyond, the seen. Things seen do 
not lead to the great Unseen. "The 
day is leaden gray-like an imma~ 
ture profligate bent on .stealing 
December's snow for November." 
"Yesterday was cold and c1ear
people on the streets wrapped 
themselves in woolens." "The 
cobwebs of Indian Summer hung 
from nowhere in the paths of pass~ 
ing faces." "Autumn never had a 
chance this year (when does it ever 
in the city?)-a hard frost and 
wild wind left the trees bare and 
bony before their time." 

So people talk in citie,s of the lit~ 
tIe weather and nature it is given 
them to see-if they talk at all of 
such 'monotonous' things. 
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But go out into the country 
where the cycle of the seasons and 
the variety of the days is the great 
un-monotony of God. Listen there 
to the homely comments tbat in 
word, as it is in fact, graft the 
supernatural onto the natural. 
"God was good to us this year." 
"God filled our cellars with celery, 
beans, potatoes, onions, carrots, 
grapes, strawberries, parsnips, 
asparagus, tomatoes, cabbage, sau
erkraut, cider wine. . . ." "Let the 
winter come, the Lord has pro
vided a plenty." "The Lord repaid 

. us well for the springtime sow
ing." "The Lord be thanked for 
the hot summer sun that ripened 
greens and grain." 

" . . . God would want us to 
comment .... " In the country, 
man, the animals, the seasons, sun, 
sky, weather, neighbors, God are 
workers in a single world, and 
what the animals, sky, weather, 
seasons, sun, and neighbots do the 
man sees as done by God. 

Looking Ahead 

• The immediate future program 
of the Conference should be the 
spreading of the gospel of rural 
life in the cities as well as in the 
country areas of America. It is to 
be hoped that this program will 
result in active diocesan rural life 
groups throughout the Nation. 

The program should include an 
intelligent and well-planned "back 
to the land" movement-family 
size farms for certain groups and 
smaller acreages for industrial 
workers. Such a program finds jus
tification in the Pentecostal pro
nouncement of His Holinells, Pope 
Pius XII, on vital spaces for the 
family and man's natural right to 
access to the land. 

The future program should also 
lay special emphasis on land set
tlement. Such a program will 
require much study and training 
on the part of those who are to 
return. To initiate a back to the 
land movement will require wide
spread acceptance and understand
ing of its need and value on the 
part of the Nation's leaders includ
ing members of the clergy. There 
is reason for believing that an 
increasing number of leaders in 
agriculture are beginning to recog
nize that homogeneous groupings 
of peoples is essential for the suc
cess of resettlement projects. There 
is also a growing recognition that 
religious loyalties and affiliations 
constitute the most substantial 
bonds in a resettlement group. 
Resettlement of people on land 
will be an emergency in the read
justment period following the 
war. Likely the Government has 
discontinued the direct establish
ment, control, and supervision of 
homestead projects. Instead of this 
type of procedure, perhaps the set
tlement projects of the future will 
be carried on by loans from the 
Federal Government to cooperative 
land settlement groups. If such be 
the pattern, may we not hope that 
the Government will not look 
with disfavor on the formation of 
religiously homogeneous coopera-
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tive groups? It behooves us to be 
ready to take advantage of the 
opportunity if and when it is 
offered. 

Vincent J. Ryan, D.D. 

Beauty and the Modern Beast 

• So they took a beautiful young 
lady, dressed in the purity of white 
from head to hand to foot-white 
hat: white dress, white gloves, 
whIte stockings, and white shoes. 
They took her, I say, and ~et her 
down on the seat of a 15 -3 0 horse
power tractor - rubber-tired, 
streamlined, with cultivator 
attachments before and behind. 
Then, with the precision of some
thing planned, they photographed 
the spectacle and called it, "Beauty 
and the Modern Beast at the State 
Fair." 

I clipped it from a Catholic 
weekly paper. My thought was 
this-in the nature of a fear
" 'The Beast' will some day turn 
around and devour 'The Beauty'." 
They do, you know, in a very sub
tle way. 

A rural-minded friend from 
New York and I went to another 
State fair. We went'with a purpose 
-to look at all the 'iron beasts: 
that would be there. One low, 
long, rambling tent and another 
and yet another. Of one hundred 
(or was it 200) pieces of farm 
machinery only one we found 
designed to be pulled by flesh and 
blood hor.sepower. 

Inside the horse, there beats a 
heart-a real heart if not a human 
heart. In its own way it is capable 
of receiving and returning affec
tion. Yet the horse is going and 
something without a heart is tak
ing its place. The horse feeds itself, 
and can be fed, off the land. But 
the horse is being pushed off the 
land (and with it any number of 
people) by something that must 
be fed from the pocket. And, as 
one little boy in Indiana said, "I 
know that if you have a tractor, 
you won't go to the barn some 
morning and find a little tractor 
there. " 
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FARMERS MUST REFORM 
METHODS OF FARMING 

(Continued from page 103) 

away from specialization toward 
more diversification. As a result. 
-::hese farms are more fertile today. 
That result is the point now being 
stressed; where two acres were 
being planted to cotton before, one 
acre is planted now. but th~ yield 
is the same due to increased pro
ductivity of the soil. Again the 
economIC gain IS obvioUS -
increased yield on the same am0unt 
of land. 

Other economic gains could be 
cited. but there is no need to treat 
them all. Only one more economic 
development need be considered. 
The money and goods which are 
spent on fighting and are directly 
used up in destructive purposes 
will never be available as purchas
ing power to exchange for food. 
To the extent that such spending 
goes on purchasing power will 
inevitably be decreased. To meet 
the post-war situation some mar
keting arrangement similar to a 
wheat pool will. no doub:t. be 
tried. Let us suppose that the cer
tificate-allotment plan is adopted. 
Since this plan is proposed in the 

DESldN 
I am a young tree. 
I have not ever made a flower. 
My almond blossoms? 
I am not too perplexed 
How to devise them, 
For I have learn~ by heart 
The patterns of the morning sky. 

Sister M. Madeleva 

organ of the Farmers Union, and 
in the publication of the United 
States Department of AgricultUTe. 
we may gather that this plan for 
marketing wheat is in some way 
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similar to the one that will actu
ally materialize. 

The certificate allotment plan 
(introduced in Congress as House 
Resolution No. 43) allows a pro
ducer to raise any amount of 
wheat, but the number of bushels 
he can sell within the United States 
is strictly limited. The amount is 
allotted to him on the basis of his 
past production. OniC provision. 
however. is related to bio-dynamic 
farming. H. R. 43 limits the large 
single-crop wheat producers; the 
large farms should not be allowed 
an allotment in proportion to their 
size. The idea is. of course. to pro
tect the family-type farm. When 
a plan like that is adopted. the 
great enemy of bio-dynamic meth
ods. the big factory-type farm will 
have to go. 

All these economic arguments 
are important but they are only a 
beginning. The health of your 
pocketbook is nothing compared to 
the health of your Nation. The 
shrewd farmer has long practiced 
diversified home production; the 
son who wants to follow in his 
footsteps sees something of the 
vision that the father has known 
so long. The older man knows 
that families can be moved to the 
cities in wholesale lots, and that in 
the cities they die. For a generation 
or two he has watched the fever 
for big profits, big spending. and . 
big machines take over agriculture. 
The old way means hard work all 
year round. what with the milk
ing. care of the livestock. fruit 
trees, canning and the rest. 

A whole new way of life comes 
in with farming that is over-com
mercialized. The thrill of gam
bling. of putting up bigger stakes, 
the thrilling feel of power in han
dling the wheel on a big machine. 
more time to loaf for the man who 
specializes in wheat-these are 
stronger in the new system. Father 
and son who are in the real farm 
tradition want to see a Nation that 
is healthy in all parts of the 
nationail o.rganism. Individual 

character. family life, the ordinary 
institutions of a communitY-all 
must be sound and vigorous. The 
bright prospect of a city job 
attracts a man; often the job col
lapses and the man eventually 
floats around like a piece of drift
wood. finished at forty. 

The farm boy and farm girl 
who are choosing a way of life 
intelligently realize that they must 
consider the modern trends. If he 
goes to the city the young man 
possibly will wear smarter clothes, 
more sophistication. and smoother 
skin on his hands. He expects to 
jingle more coins in his pocket, to 
enjoy the thrill of lights, crowds. 
the impressive corporations, and 
important civic activities. That is 
one road. 

The other way has personal 
attractions. for it seems more secure 
and sane. The road to the family 
farm calls for more thrift and hard 
work and. in the long run. more 
intelligence. In the Saturday Eve
ning Post Louis Adamic relates the 
story of a Polish family that fin
ally found security in the United 
States. For years they enjoyed 
good wages in a Northern mining 
town, but suffered from a series 
of tragic accidents in the mines. 
Now father. mother and children 
are happily settled in Florida. Lit
tle by little they carved a home
stead out of a piece of land that 
had been a wilderness. They point 
to a wide variety of crops planted 
in the small fields. and they some
times look as though they were 
overrun with all kinds of livestock. 
Some of the youngsters will stay 
on the farm, while one or two oth
ers start professional studies, but 
all are equally proud of their par
ents-"Y ou have no idea how 
proud we are of them; oh, you 
have no idea. my friend." The 
father is proud of the fruit and 
grain, the trees and vineyard he 
has raised to his liking, but. of 
course, as to the youngsters he har
bors the secret notion that each 
"is a God-wrought miracle." 
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YES, I WAS THERE 

BECAUSE it is the seat of the 
State government, Jefferson 

City has probably seen more con
ventions and conferences than one 
can "shake a stick at," and thus its 
citizens have probably forgotten 
the Rural Life convention and are 
even now entertaining another 
gathering. 

I am presupposing, of course, 
that the Capitol grounds and the 
streets around Selinger Center have 
been cleared of the litter of papers, 
programs, and what not, which 
remained after the convention's 
departure. Not that the delegates 
to the Rural Life convention were 
particularly untidy. EVery rural 
housewife knows (rural women 
know more about children because 
they have more of them) how 
careless children can be, and they 
can appreciate more keenly than 
the rest of us the problems faced 
by the Rural Life Conference in 
entertaining 5,000 children on 
Youth Day. 

Still, Missouri's capitol city 
may not forget the convention so 
quickly. Fourteen Bishops, several 
hundred priests, and an equal 
number of nuns of every order can 
hardly walk up and down the 
streets of any city without being 
noticed. 

Then there was the parade. A 
procession of 5,000 youth accom
panied by bands in brilliantly col
ored uniforms, drum majorettes, 
and even a platoon of uniformed 
cadets from a military academy, all 
marching in the most orderly fash
ion, is something that doesn't hap
pen every day. 

I am a comparative newcomer as 
far as attendance at the annual con
ventions of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Confcl:ence is concerned 

but one of the things I learned 
already last year is that if you 
want relaxation, DON'T go to a 
rural life convention-that is, if 
you are sincere in your rural sym
pathies. 

However that may be, the con
vention programs were never 
meant for part-timers. Eight
thirty is a favorite time for starting 
in the morning. Previous to that 
is Mass, and if you expect to e"t 
anything before noon, you have 
to do it in a hurry. During the 
entire day there are discussion 
meetings in progress, often as 
many as eight meetings at one 
time. Then in the evening there's 
a mass meeting so it is 1 0 : 3 0 
before the convention is finished 
for the day. 

At 10:30 it's time to go to bed 
-but I've never gone to bed at 
that time yet. I have never returned 
to my room in the evening with
out passing at least two or three 
small groups standing under street 
lamps or in front of lighted show 
windows discussing some point of 
rural philosophy, and I always 
have ended up by getting into the 
discussion myself. Perhaps the 
"bright lights" of the city will 
have an opportunity to redeem 
themselves, after all, for having 
attracted so many of our farm 
boys away from the land. 

I am sure the leaders of the Con
ference must notice these little 
gatherings and therein feel them
selves richly rewarded for the labor 
of planning and managing the con
vention. Monsignor Ligutti and 
the President of the Conference 
must be thrilled by this evidence 
that the convention is putting its 
points across. For after all, it is 
not the purpose of the Rural Life 
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conventions to settle issues, but to 
present the problem and excite 
curiosity. These little gatherings 
are the means by which that curi
osity excited by the convention 
itself is satisfied. 

Of course, the convention pro
grams change each year. The array 
of speakers and authors grows 
more imposing so that each con
vention is always better than the 
last one. And yet, my personal 
behavior follows much the same 
pattern from year to year. 

On the opening day I go around 
renewing the acquaintance of men 
and women whom I have met 
before. Some few of them are fam
ous, the rest are only ordinary peo
ple. There are great ecclesiastics, 
authors, reporters and social work
ers and there are others, just ordi
nary folks, who attend the con
ventions of the Conference year 
after year, yet have never been on 
the program-have never wanted 
to be there. They come only to lis
ten, to learn, and to be inspired. 
In the course of generations, as the 
Conference achieves at least some 
of the things to.ward which it 
aims, these quiet, unselfish souls 
will probably make the greatest 
contribution of all. . 

There are a number of moods 
into which I am thrown by the 
things I hear throughout the days 
of the convention, but the most 
prevailing is characterized by a 
sense of my own insignificance as 
compared with the enormity of the 
rural problem. Anyone who thinks 
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the rural life program of the Cpn
ference is an easil y -administered 
panacea for all our social ills needs 
to attend one of these conventions 
and learn otherwise. 

However, the tremendous impli
cations of the rural life program 
do not discourage me, because no 
matter how huge the problem may 
seem, I feel, during the convention 
at least, that the solution of it all 
is within my grasp. I wonder if 

,The land! That is where our 
roots are. There is the basis of our 
physical life. The farther we get 
away from the land, the greater our 
insecurity .••. No unemployment 
insurance can be c(}mpared to an 
alliance between man and a plot 
of ground.-Benry Ford. 

perhaps the pioneer farmer didn't 
feel much the same way as he sunk 
his plow for the first time in the 
virgin sod of what seemed like a 
limitless prairie. One man with a 
plow seems so insignificant as com
pared with the vast expanse in 
which he labors. 

For me, the rural problem was 
further magnified by this year's 
convention. For one thing, this 
year's program devoted an entire 
evening to a consideration of the 
Negro as part of the rural problem. 
The land is the ideal place for our 
Colored people to rear their fami
lies, acquire property, and attain 
that degree of culture of which 
they are most capable and which 
is necesS'ary before they will be 
accepted on an equal footing. 
Being a Northerner, the relation 
between the Negro and land has 
never been immediately apparent 
to me. The arguments brought 
forth by this year's convention 
further impressed upon me' the 
truth contained in the oft-repeated 
words of the Popes that the land 
is for all peoples. 

And the second element, which 
seemed to complicate the whole 
problem, was the war. It ·found its 
way into every speech, it colored 
every discussion. Whatever opin-
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ions the delegates may have had 
about the war and its outcome, 
they were agreed that the soil and 
the men who till the soil cannot 
escape the effects of war. The 
migration of thousands of farm 
youths to the city, more highly 
mechanized methods of farming, 
bigger farms, and mining of the 
soil are the inevitable consequences 
of the war abroad. It is terrifying 
to contemplate what will happen 
after the war is over when the very 
survival of our democracy will 
depend upon many small holdings 
in the land which is getting into 
fewer and fewer hands. 

And yet, I cannot say that I felt 
any less confident of the future 
because of what I heard at Jeffer
son City. I have never doubted 
that a vigorous rural life is the key 
to our future freedom although at 
times I have had doubts as to 
whether America would awaken to 
that fact before it was too late. 

I believe, however, that I 
detected encouraging signs at the 
Jefferson City convention. Last 
year, many of the discussions were 
vague and theoretical; this year 
they were more concrete and prac
tical, and precisely because the 
speakers had actual experience 
from which to speak. Last year the 
planning committee could find 
only a few priests who had actu
ally tried any of the suggestions 
of the Conference; this year there 
were numerous speakers who told 
of different projects they had 
started back home. Some of these 
atempts to put rural philosophy 
into practice are less than a year 
old. Some of them were the work 
of laymen. 

And thus, with a keener appre
ciation of the enormity of Amer
ica's rural problems, encouraged by 
the successful attempts of others 
to put the thoughts of the Confer
ence into practice, and inspired by 
the enthusiasm of others who have 
labored for years to "sell" rural 
living to America, I came to the 
last day of the convention. 

By 3 o'clock that afternoon the 
sessions of the convention were 

over, and the· 7,000 or more per~ 
sons who attend¢d them gathered 
in front of the Capitol. An altar 
had been erected on the Capitol 
steps and as soon as the crowd 'had 
formed the monstrance containing 
the Blessed Sacrament was placed 
upon it. There was no choir, or 
rather, the congregation was its 
own choir. 

Seven thousand voices began the 
Tantum Ergo. As many thoughts, 
emotions and memories welled up 
within me. It had never occurred 
to me before that such a setting 
could be quite so appropriate. The 
steps, the huge columns guarding 
the bronze doors, and the high 
dome of the Capitol building itself 
weren't the least out of place. It 
was only unusual, and nothing 
more, that the Triumphant Christ 
in the Eucharist, source of the 
divine law, should bless his people 
from the steps of that edifice desig
nated as the source of the civil law. 
The divine and civil law are 
equall y his. 

o Salutaris H ostia . . . Clouds 
'were coming up in the South 
behind us, hiding the sun. Rain 
clouds to farmer, but they could 
be likened to war clouds, thought 
I, creeping up on the horizon of 
an anxious world that wants and 
needs peace in which to contem
plate its miseries and work toward 
their solution. 

Then silence, and the tinkling 
of a bell. No longer was it a white
centered monstrance, but the Crea
tor of the Soil, Author of Life 
and Master of Men blessing His 
people. In that moment of silence 
I sensed anew the mystery and the 
might of prayer, for during those 
few minutes in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament we accomplished 
more than during all the other 
days of the convention. 
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ADIAN PIONEER SETTLEMENT 

;pIo~'mER. settlement has made 
. history m Canada for more 
than three centuries; even today. 

. especially in Quebec province, 
modern pioneers maintain a tradi
tion steeped in the sturdy loyalties 
to home and parish community 
worthy of old French and Loyal
ist stocks. 

For generations pioneering or 
land settlement in Canada has been 
synonymous with the creation and 
extension of parish communities. 
the rearing of families. the mould
ing of character and personality. 
The depression decade of the 
1930's was no exception to this 
rule: in Quebec province alone 
were found 103 new parish com
munities. each averaging some 150 
families; 37 of these were hewn 
out of the wilderness in a single 
diocese bringing about the creation 
of a new bishopric; dozens of 
other communities throughout 
Canada were strengthened by land 
settlement projects undertaken 
cooperatively by the churches. by 
public and private agencies subsi
dized with government finance. 

These modern pioneer settle
ments are permeated with a tradi
tion resting firmly on the founda
tion-stones of a sound rural phil
osophy built up within a social 
and economic framework solidified 
through self-help and cooperative 
effort. 

Since the arrival of Louis Hebert 
who was first granted land to farm 
in 1623. Canada has witnessed at 
work successive generations of 
sturdy French and Loyalist pio
neers who replaced the wilderness 
with well-cultivated farms. first. 
under the seigniorial system of ten
ure fostered by France especially 

under the great Minister Colbert 
and the colonizing intendant Jean 
Talon. later. after 1760. under 
British rule, through grants of 
land to the Loyalists who settled 
in the eastern townships of Quebec 
and in Ontario under a system of 
fre and common socage - an 
approach toward ownership call
ing for annual rentals to the 
Crown-and finally. with the 
advent of complete individual 
ownership of homesteads and fam
ily farm-units. land settlement in 
Canada reached its most secure and 
stable form. Following confedera
tion in 1867 and the building of 
trans-continental railway trans
portation. the vast fertile areas of 
western Canada were rapidly made 
available to immigrant-settlers 
who located on individual farm
units of their choice. leaving group 
settlements to be undertaken by 
colonists belonging to a few relig
ious sects such as the Mennonites, 
the Doukabours. etc. It is true that 
settlers with common religious or 
cultural backgrounds such as Ger
man Catholics. Scandinavians. 
French-Canadians, etc.. tended to 
seek out locations in neighborhoods 
wherin existed specific Church faci
lities; lands were not granted on 
this basis. however. and the opera
tion in practice of the Dominion 
Lands Act (Homestead Act) 
deVeloped heterogeneous communi
ties on the mile-square section and 
36-section-township pattern sim
ilar to that adopted in the United 
States. In Quebec, settlement is 
directed into more homogeneous 
communities developed on the 
mile-long one-sixth-mile-wide rec
tangular-shaped 100-acre farm 
unit contained in a pattern show-
. 10" "(' F h mg ranges m renc: 
",angf/') to a township ten-miles
square. Economic conditions pre
vailing at the time of the 1914-18 
World War stimulated the 
demands upon Canada's food pro
duction capabilities; cultivated 
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areas were enlarged tremendously~ 
increasing agricultural mechaniza
tion brought into being the more' 
highly commercialized farm; and. 
so. with the depression decade fol
lowing 1930. manifold economic' 
ills beset Canadian agriculture. 
brought about incidentally a stop
page of immigration and marked' 
the beginning of a new era in land 
settlement activity. especially in 
Quebec province. 

Relief land settlement projects 
were evolved to aim at the com
plete social rehabilitation of fam
ilies as well as the development of 
their economic means of subsist
ence; the productive land offered 
a partial but permanent solution to 
this serious problem of social and' 
economic maladjustment: good 
Mother Earth always provides for 
those of her children who love and' 
remain faithful to her. 

Canada had already acquired 
considerable experience in the use, 
of farm lands to rehabilitate many 
of its fighting men who partici
pated in the first World War: 
under the Soldiers' Settlement Act 
of 1919, some 20,000 settlers 
located on agricultural land under 
a system whereby qualified selec
tees were granted capital loans to 
purchase individual farms. These' 
loans could reach a maximum, of 
$7,500 per settler but averaged 
over the project some $4.300 per 
unit; provision was also made to, 
provide training in some instances. 
the administration of the project 



being vested within the responsi
bilities of the Soldiers' Settlement 
Board whose field staff supervised 
all operations, collected payments 
on loans and counselled the settlers 
in farm management, etc. 

Valuable organizational experi
ence was gained through the oper
ations of this project over a period 
of some 20 years and results to 
date have indicated several pitfalls 
to avoid, setting forth as well cer
tain factors essential for success. 
From the standpoint of pure fin
ance, some 4,100 settlers have 
repaid their loans in full, the aver
age remaining debt being approx
imately $1,800 per unit. 

Recent Quebec province experi
ence in relief land settlement has 
been acquired under somewhat dif
ferent conditions: an outright 
grant of $1,000 being made avail
able to each selected settler-family. 
With this exception, Quebec pio
neers are continuing standards 
which have endured for genera
tionsand are merely being tem
pered by modern techniques; 
because of sustained parish leader
ship, French-Canadians as a people 
are still close to the soil, they have 
never really lost their love for it, 
and their strong inborn desire to 
have their children accept the soil 
as the "Great-Provider," motivates 
their attachment to it. 

The Canadian pioneer settler 
has also maintained an inherent 
sense of thrift which offers an 
excellent background and a favor
able climate for the growth of Des
jardins "caisses populaires" or 
Credit Unions. With a more exten
sive use of cooperatives developed 
through the discussion club, Can
adians generally translate into 
modern cooperative effort their 
traditional willingness to partici
pate in neighborly team-work, as 
exemplified in the old-time barn
raising and corn-husking "bees." 
To command, one must know 
how to obey: through their H cais
ses populaires" and growing coop
eratives, the Canadian people are 
learning, after many generations, 
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to assume their responsibilities for 
social and economic leadership. 

Expansion of industry during 
the 1920's however proved a 
strong temptation for rural Cana
dians to leave their snug farm 
homes, with the result that the 
1930 depression found them 
stranded in tens of thousands 
throughout many urban industrial 
centers. 

With depressed economic condi
tions persisting in 1932, the 
Dominion government enacted leg
islation rendering possible quite 
extensive cooperation with the 
provinces and cities or municipal
ities concerned with relief expen
ditures, to permit the practical 
application of Relief Land settle
ment projects known, in Quebec, 
successively as the Gordon Scheme, 
the Rogers-Auger Plan, and the 
Federal-Provincial Agreements. 
These projects were administered 
by the province, in turn advised 
by a provincial committee com
posed of Dominion and provincial 
officers and representatives of the 
two main railways; this Provincial 
Advisory committee was granted 
authority to select the settlers and 
to counsel the province on matters 
of policy regarding the use of 
grants-in-aid to settler-families. 
These grants-in-aid were increased 
successively from $600 in 1932 to 
$700 in 1934 and to $1,000 in 
1936; in the province of Quebec, 
these amounts are supplemented by 
provincial land-clearing and plow
ing bonuses paid in accordance 
with a sliding scale based on actual 
work performed and which may 
vary in amounts from $150 to 
$450 per 100-acre farm lot. 

It is seen that Relief Land Set
tlement projects are subsidized 
entirely by public finance; so far,: 
these have fostered the rehabilita-' 
tion of thousands of families in 
dozens of parish communities with 
abandonments aggregating less 
than 20 per cent of the total Que
bec settlement volume; incalcula
ble social and economic benefits 
have thus resulted from the estab
lishment on the land of urban 

unemployed families with agriCUl
tural backgrounds and qualifica
tions to whom have been added 
rural young couples and farmers' 
sons unable to secure settlement 
opportunities in their own over
crowded communities. These pio
neer settlements concerned with the 
social and economic rehabilitation 
of a substantial proportion of 
Quebec's population are under
taken in accordance with a rural 
philosophy considered sound and 
according to specifications of a 
long- range plan considered ade
quate and complete. 

Settlement units are developed 
wherever possible in regions served 
by churches and schools; the mag
nitude of the population problem 
is such however that increased 
attention is given to the pioneer 
mass settlement of unorganized 
fertile areas lying beyond the pop
ulated fringes of each province. 

The Abitibi region of north
western Quebec, the Rimouski and 
other back-concession areas along 
the St. Lawrence river offer excel
lent opportunities for this type of 
settlement. Located on pa:rallel 
49 0 latitude-the international 
boundary line between Minnesota, 
North Dakota, Montana, and 
Western Canad;a-. -the Abitibi 
region has been open for settlement 
only some 30 years; in 1914, it 
contained a mere 1,237 souls; 
today, its population is nearly 
100,000 and is still increasing; in 
fact, Abitibi holds opportunities 
for the future organization of an 
estimated 200 new parish com
munities. 

Before actual settlement work is 
undertaken ,in Quebec province, 
numerous surveys are insisted 
upon: land reconnaissance, topo
graphical and geometric surveys are 
conducted, all soils are classified as 
to their fertility. No area is opened 
for settlement unless found to be 
at least 75 per cent arable; no indi
vidual farm-lot is granted to a set
tler unless at least two-thirds of its 
area is .classified as immediately 
productive. Successive steps in set
tlement begin with drainage and 
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works and continue with 
clearing and "breaking" oper

in which settlers participate, 
supplementing their incomes. 

arrival, settlers build their 
log cabins and cooperate in 

building of schools and of 
under government guid

;ance and assisted through public 
; finance. General social and eco· 
'nomic organizational activities find 
public and church leaders shoulder 
'to shoulder in providing up-to
. the-minute leadership: in fact, the 
government staffs of service direc
tors and district chiefs down to 
more than 150 field supervisors 
work in close collaboration with 
the Colonization Missionaries of 
14 Catholic diocesan and three 
Protestant colonization societies. 

An increasing and commanding 
attention is being given various 
modern leadership techniques 

. designed to bring about more 
widespread and intensified interest 
among the people themselves in 
order to stimulate them into work
ing out their own social and eco
nomic problems. and thus preserve 
the very foundation-stones of true 
democracy. 

In the field of agriculture, the 
attainment of this end presupposes 
the existence of a definite action 
program; tbis action program 
must rest upon a complete, sound 
and adequate rural philosophy; 
this philosophy must give full rec
ognition to agricultural require
ments, laws, and man's own 
nature, his end and the means to 
attain it. 

A few years ago, the Quebec 
Provincial Advisory committee 
prepared a rather comprehensive 
review of its activities and made 
specific recommendations to bring 
about the organization of Relief 
Land Settlement in accordance 
with definite policies logically fol
lowing these stated premises. The 
committee pointed out that the 
specific purpose of Relief Land 
Settlement was the rehabilitation 
of under-privileged families, 
young couples, young men and 

women; this rehabilitation could 
be' successful only when all these 
people would learn increasingly to 
consider government grants-in-aid 
not as an end in themselves, but 
merely as a means to achieve self
dependency, self-respect and eco
nomic freedom through the 
improvement of each one's moral 
and educational standards, the 
development of individual initia
tive, and confidence in one's own 
ability . 

In the economic sphere, the com
mittee outlined the means through 
which it considered settler-families 
and parish communities could 
individually and collectively 
achieve enduring success in terms 
of security and stability. It is their 
view that uniform and clear
sighted direction and leadership 
must be given all settlers to bring 
about: 

. Economy within the home 
through: 

a) Frugal living and the means 
of achieving this end; 

b) moderation in livestock and 
equipment purchases, in bUildings; 

c) participation of children in 
works suitable to them. 

2. The formation of women's 
institutes (Cercles de Fermieres); 

3. The organization of study 
or discussion clubs; 

4. The creation of savings and 
credit unions and the education of 
the settlers in their operation; 

5. The Cooperative purchase of 
the main objects of common util
ity under the direction of and 
through an appropriate body but 
preferably by the settlers them
selves; 

6. The organization of cooper
ative stores in regions where 
apprenticeship and a sustained 
study of cooperative principles jus
tify the creation of such organ-
isms; 

7. The set-up of production 
and marketing cooperatives; The 
organization of the type of pro
duction molit appropriaJe for a 
given region with a view to con-
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quer and retain advantageous mar
kets. Classification of products: 
with a view to obtain better prices. 

8. The encouragement of boys" 
and girls' clubs: Young gardeners' 
clubs, poultry clubs, young breed
ers, etc. 

This constitutes a far-reaching: 
program, perhaps an ideal not eas
ily nor soon to be achieved; it does: 
indicate, however, in the opinion 
of Quebec leaders, the only course' 
to follow in order to obtain the 
desired results in new pioneer set
tlements. 

The Quebec program is already 
well under way, resting firmly on 
the foundation-stones of the prov
ince's traditions in family and par
ish life which have long tended to 
develop frugal habits of living and 
to give children the leading role in 
the home. French-Canadian 
women are known leaders in pop
ular handicrafts, their work hav
ing inspired many American or
ganisms particular,1y in the arts 
of spinning and weaving. Study 
club activity is a more recent insti
tution in Quebec; the rapid accept
ance of its techniques however 
augurs well for the future: already 
hundreds of small groups are at 
work within the pioneer !settle
ments of Abitibi alone, and many 
more are found throughout. the' 
province inspired largely by''!'
Union catholique des Cultiva
tears" (Catholic Farmers" 
Union) . 

It is a historical fact that Que
bec was the cradle of savings and: 
credit unions in America: founded 
by M. Alphonse Desjardins at 
Levis, P. Q., on Dec. 6, 1900, the' 
Quebec Credit Union movement 
numbered 571 "caisses" with 
assets of $26,405,263 on June 30, 
1941; all Quebec credit unions are' 
federated into regional unions, and 
have been under one central "fed
eration" since the twenty-fifth of 
February, 1932. 

Besides serving its membership 
of 134,022 with facilities to 
develop the virtue of thrift and 
provide both short and long-term 
credits, the Central Federation pro-
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vides educational and inspectional 
facilities to all affiliated unions. Its 
~ducational services are applied in 
practice to young people through 
the grade schools and colleges 
where ucaisses seolaires" (school 
banks) are organized and later 
extended to ucaisses d'etablisse
ment" (establishment banks) 
which now tend to become an inte
gral part of the regular U caisses 
populaires" (credit unions). 

In the pioneer region of Abitibi 
for instance, practically 1 00 per 
cent of all schools have a U caisse 
scolaire" through which are given 
lessons in thrift habits and in 
credit union organization and 
administration: the thought of 
providing new settlers with an 
opportunity to form credit unions 
in pioneer settlements immediately 
upon arrival is also being recom
mended as a highly desirable prac
tice. The credit union movement 
is also considered as the most 
important step towards the organ
ization of sound cooperative enter
prises. 

The organization of coopera~ 
tives has been a long recognized 
activity in Cinada; wherever coop
erative enterprise has developed fol
lowing adequate educational prep
aration and has been maintained 
on a sound financial basis, real suc
cess has been achieved. 

Quebec cooperatives are feder
ated under a provincial council 
which publishes an excellent peri
odical: Ensemble (Together) ; 
Abitibi has its own regional coun
cil which coordinates all coopera
tive enterprises within its territory. 

The School of Social Sciences at 
Laval University, Quebec City, has 
the distinction of offering first reg
ular courses in cooperation during 
its autumn semester of 1938; since 
then, similar courses have been 
instituted at St. Francis Xavier 
University, Antigonish, N. S. 
[Much as pioneering settlement 
activity has served to build Canada 
throughout its history, it seems 
that Canadian pioneer settlements, 
particularly in Quebec, have dem
onstrated their usefulness in the 

fundamental work of unemploy~ 
ment alleviation projects under
taken during the past decade; the 
experience thus gained should serve 
Canadian leaders well in the tre
mendous task of rehabilitation 
and reconstruction which shall 
inevitably follow the present 
world conflict.] 

The foundation-stones of a new 
democratic order have been set in 
place; the post-war reconstruction 
era should find Canadians building 
a new social and economic edifice 
resting firmly upon this founda
tion: in doing so, they would be 
following the traditional path of 
their ancestors who, as God-fear
ing folks, were constantly at work 
"making" land, rearing children 
and building pioneer homes in new 
parish communities; and so, mod
ern Canadians would be following 
the age-old moral precepts taught 
them through the Church, leading 
wholesome spiritual and physical 
lives while setting up the frame
work of true social and economic, 
as well as political, democracy. 

(LASSICS OR PRACTICAL SUBJECTS 

O UR vast social problems 
today, I think, make it evi

dent, that quite generally the boy 
has not and is not being educated 
for the living problems of man
hood. Likewise the girl has not 
and is not being educated for the 
living problems of womanhood. 
The boy and the girl in school 
today are not being trained at all, 
or at least very inadequately, in the 
living problems of parenthood, the 
problems of family life, in the liv
ing problems of the home The boy 
and the girl in school today, are 
not being trained in the production 
problems, the consumption prob-
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lems, the distribution problems, 
and the credit problems which 
enter into the living problems of 
local community life. Boys and 
girls are not being prepared to exer
cise social responsibility as young 
men and young women in their 
local communities. 

Our boys and girls are not being 
educated in such a way that they 
stand ready at all times to coor
dinate the head, hand and heart in 
a right measure of productive work . 
and the right measure of social 
responsibility. 

The school, any school-ele
mentary, high school or college
functions in such a way, today, 
that the children, the young men 
and women, easily develop the idea 
that manual labor is something 
degrading, something disgraceful. 

In the atmosphere about us, today, 
the boys and girls easily develop 
the idea that they are to take all 
they can get for the least effort. 

They do not get a clear under
standing that life demands their 
un stinted service in the homes and 
in the communities. 

This training in how to live, 
how to solve family and commun
ity problems, how to work with 
head, hand and heart, is not some
thing outside of the great task we 
have in Catholic education to teach 
men that they are created by God 
for eternal happiness in heaven. 

Creation by God, happiness in 
heaven involve living better, mak
ing better homes, being better ste
wards of the fields, developing bet
ter family life and enriching life 
in one's community. 
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We cannot be satisfied with sim
sharper intellects for selfish and 

exploiters, or merely mental 
for mechanical job holders. 

.iIf we have much more of this type 
;of education we shall not have 
homes and communities in which 
we can grow into sainthood. 

Those whom we educate must 
have' a religious Christianity, not 
it nominal Christianity. There 
must be the formation of Chri,st 
complete in each boy and girl. 

. This means the formation of the 
social man, the social woman. This 
in.volves the Mystical Body, the 
corporateness of Christianity, the 
solidarity O'f mankind, the perfec
tiO'n O'f personality in and through 
the social units; namely, the fam
ily,thecommunity, the parish, the 
vocation. 

It is' not enough merely to 
know. There must be the creation 
of desires and development of abil
ities to utilize knowledge to salu
tary Christian purposes in the 
societal structure, that is, in the 
family and in the community, 
where the individual spends his 
life. 

Will the individual grow in 
Christian personality, if he is 
nowhere taught how to make a 
Christian home? 

Will the individual grow in 
Christian personality, if he ip 
nowhere taught how to build a 
Christian community? 

If homes and communities just 
grow in haphazard fashion, as 
Topsy did, can they be Christian? 

Will the individual grow in 
Christian personality and perfec
tion, if he is nowhere taught how 
to give a leadership and the respon
sibility of giving a leadership in 
the community in which he lives? 

During this life here on earth 
in what place.s do persons, individ
uals express their personalities? 
Where in this life should men and 
women think, act, and make, that 
is, . express their personalities 
through head, heart and hand? Is 
it not in family life? Is it not in 
the life of the local community? 
Should not the schools, therefore, 

develop, enlarge, perfect the quali
ties in children which can come 
to' fruition in the making of a 
good home, the building of a bet
ter local community? In life, and 
therefore in education, homes and 
communities are primary things. 
Homes and communities are built 
with hands as well as with heads. 
There must be in the schools, 
courses which train the hands as 
well as the intellects. 

Forces of dictatorship are gain
ing the ascendancy over the forces 
of democracy. Forc~s of paganism 
are gaining the ascendancy over the 
forces of Christianity. In both 
cases the evil forces are being 
strengthened because of the break
down of the home, and because of 
the breakdown of the local com
munity; Homes are not real homes 
today. They are not vital centers 
of social, economic, and spiritual 
activity. The fathers and mothers 
are not trained to make homes 
vital centers of activity. Local com
munities are not real local com
munities today. They are not vital 
centei;:s in which the people of the 
community exercise responsibility 
and control over the essential eco
nomic functions of credit facilities, 
buying opportunities, seIling and 
ownership opportunities in the 
business operations in the com
munity Young men and women 
are not taught how to make their 
commumtles live economically, 
socially, spirituality. 

The multiplication of classical 
cour,ses will not rebuild these 
homes and these communities. The 
classics, I believe, cannot give us 
the education required to put vital-

'ity into homes, vitality into com-
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munities. The classics give us head 
work. Men also need training in 
work with their hands. The clas
sics give us a knowledge of man 
in past conditions. They do not 
give us a knowledge of the very 
unique problems which confront 
the home and the local community 
today. We are not proposing the 
abolition O'f the classics. We are 
simply pointing out the inadequa
cies in the training available 
through the classics. 

The job of selecting the sub
jects that will adequately balance 
the training, in which the classics 
have their proper and restricted 
place, is not an easy one. The 
greatest error we could fall into 
would be a wholesale rejection of 
the classics and the substitution of 
any so-called "practical" subjects. 
I would say that 90 per cent of 
the so-called practical sub jects 
which are being substituted for the 
classics today, are not the prac
tical subjects which are required to 
solve the living problems men face 
today. 

Educationally these so-called 
practical subjects are not as good 
as the classics for which they are 
substituted. For example, type
writing in a rural school would be 
called a "practical" subject. Com
mercial courses are called practical 
subjects. But if these are to be the 
practical subjects, then it is much 
better to keep the strictly classical 
courses. 

The practical subjects that must 
come into education to give us the' 
proper balance with classical train
ing are subjects that will teach our 
young people directly how to 
make their homes and how to 
organize the business functions in 
their own local communities. The 
practical subjects, which I have in 

To the extent that Catholics mi
grate to the city more rapidly than. 
non-Catholics they render inevita
ble a d~cline in the Catholic pop
ulation an,d its influence . upon 
American llie.-Msgr. John A. Ryan 
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mind, are not subje~ts whichpre~ 
-pare the boy or girl directly f01 a 
"job." They should be subjects 
which will give the boy or girl 
the ability to make their own 
110me and manage it, and the abil
ity to exercise their social responsi
bility in all the forms of coopera
tion that the life of a Christian 
-community demands. And these 
practical subjects must have a 
proper place in the education of all. 
Boys and girls in profeSfiional fields 
.are also potential homemakers. 
They are also potential commun
ity makers and leaders in their 
,communities. Professional people, 
industrial people are not exempt 
from family and community 
responsibility. 

In the rural school, boys and 
girls should be taught how to 
make a farm and rural home, a 
work of science and art, a secure 
source of family livelihood. In the 
dty school, the boys and girls 
should learn how to keep some 
degree of economic family-use pro-

<iuction in the urban home;-the 
home which is really a problem 
because it so easily becomes unpro
ductive. Urban boys and urban 
girls should know the importance 
of family-unit housing, the advan
tages of gardening, how to do 
.some gardening or even part-time 
farming on an acre or two. They 
should know home management, 
home recreation, etc. 

Rural boys and rural girls 
:should be taught what self-suffi
ciency in a family is and learn 
while in school the ways in which 
to build a large degree of this self
:sufficiency in their future rural 

U4 

lives. The methods of home-use 
production, the methods of diver
sified farming, the methods of a 
way-of-life agriculture are subjects 
that belong in the curriculum of 
the rural school. 

In both rural schools and urban 
schools, boys and girls should be 
taught what self-sufficiency is in 
the life of a local community. 
They should be taught the ways in 
which to build a large degree of 
this self-sufficiency in the life of a 
local communty. They should 
know cooperative credit, coopera
tive buying, cooperative market
ing. They should come to know 
what things are efficiently made in 
small-unit production in the com
munity itself, whether this produc
tion be on a cooperative basis or 
some other basis. 

Let me simply in summary 
fashion list the practical subjects 
which must find their place in a 
sound education today. All of 
these subjects have their place in 
rural education. Most of them 
would be well in urban education. 

For the Girls: 

1. How to conduct and manage 
a home. 

2. Nutrition and proper way 
of serving meals. 

3. Costs of food, clothing, rec
reation. 

4. What canning and baking in 
the home sav~. 

5. Value and need of making 
garments. 

6. Some training in home arts 
and home crafts. 

7. How to beautify a home. 
8. Course in home bookkeep

ing. 

For the Boys: 

1. Courses in a way-of-life 
agriculture. 

2. Courses in farm shop work 
including simple construction and 
repair work on farms; welding, 
soldering, electrc wiring; repair of 
furniture, etc. 

3. Course in family farm book
keeping. 

For both boys and girls: 
1. Nutrition and gardening, 

values of a garden for vegetables, a 
garden for frui1jS. . 

2. Nutrition and value of 
keeping some poultry. some cows. 
pigs. etc. 

3. Courses In credit unions. 
cooperative stores and cooperative 
marketing associations. 

If we wish to put a halt to the 
decline of home life. the decline of 
local community life. the decline 
of democracy. and the decline of 
Christianity. we must find a place 
in all education for the training 
which is required for the restora
tion of self-sufficiency in homes 
and the restoration of self-suffi
ciency in communities. 

Training pointed for white-col
lared jobs and swivel chairs will 
not accomplish the job of making 
homes and communities live. either 
economically. socially or spirit~ 
ually. Chaining our people to 
machines. killing their creative 
abilities by factory routine. leaving 
them in slavish dependence. expos
ing them more and more to the 
ravages of industrial insecurity. all 
these thng,s make insignificant 
nobodys of our people. The per
sonalities we try to bring to full 
stature cannot develop in the slave
civilization that a machine-age 
tries to build in factories. while it 
forgets the homes and local com
munities. We dare not go on for
getting the homes and the local 
communities in our schools. 

The classics have not done the 
job of protecting home life and 
community life in these days. Sim
ply to go on with only cla,ssics will 
not do the job. The addition of 
more classics will not do the job. 
Something very special for the 
home and for the community is 
needed in our education. It is high 
time that our schools discover the 
way to help our people discover 
their talents. their skills. their own 
personalities. It is high time that 
we bring the personalities of our 
people into full blossoming in a 
home life and a community life 
which is in accordance with the 
nature. the dignity. and capacity of 
man. 
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AILWAYS AND LAND SETTLEMENT 

"A" NUMBER of western rail
l'~" roads early formulated for
;ward-Iooking and progressive pol-
1icies as to land settlement and agri
cultural dt>velopmt>nt. 

"" A pioneer in rural colonization 
was the Northern Pacific railway. 
No organization can point to a 
longer or more consistent and envi
able record of accomplishment in 
this connection than the Northern 
Pacific. Colonization work was 
started by the road in 1877 and 
has been continued since. The first 
agricultural development agents 
employed by the railroad began 
work in 1910 and this branch of 
service has continued since. 

Today colonization in the 
Northwest States is not what it 
was 50, 40 or even 25 years ago. 
Settlers going out today to develop 
new farms find desirable land near 
hard-surfaced highways and not 
far from modern rural communi
ties, towns, cities, churches and 
schools. They do not need to await 
development of markets for the 
products their new farms produce. 
These are already at hand and year 
after year, particularly in the Paci
fic Northwest, are calling for 
increasing quantities of livestock, 
potatoes, milk and butter, eggs, 
fruits and vegetables. The West is 
growing industrially and it needs 
farmers to supply continually 
greater quantities of food products 
from its irrigated valleys, from its 
foothill and mountain ranges, and 
from the cut-over bench lands in 
its humid sections. 

The Northern Pacific's agricul
tural department is calling such 
opportunities in Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Montana, northern 
Idaho, Washington and Oregon to 
the attention of prospective farm 

homeseekers. The railroad's immi
gration section yearly answers 
thousands of inquiries about land 
and farms located in those North
west States. It prepares and dis
tributes literature describing farm 
and industrial progress and living 
conditions in that area. More than 
250,000 copies of descriptive 
booklets and circulars are mailed 
out annually to people who have 
written to the railroad asking for 
information on farm opportuni
ties. Up-to-date information is 
supplied on prices and other details 
related to tracts for sale all through 
the Northwest States. 

At the present time farm home
seekers are interested especially in 
new irrigation projects being 
developed in Montana, Washing
ton and Oregon. Folr example, 
they ask about the $15-an-acre 
land on the Broadwater-Missouri 
irrigation project in western Mon
tana, where a diversion dam and 
two long canals recently were com
pleted to supply plenty of water to 
21, 000 acres of agricultural land. 

Homeseekers are asking, too, 
about the Roza project in the 
Yakima valley of Washington, 
where 3,000 acres more recently 
opened to settlement will receive 
irrigation water in 1942. Addi
tionalland on this project will be 
ready for buyers in succeeding 
years until a total of 72,000 acres 
are placed in cultivation. 

Greatest irrigation project of all 
is in the Columbia basin, west of 
Spokane, Wash. Now being built, 
this project eventually will irrigate 
1,200,000 acres of fertile land, 
much of which has never had a 
plow in it. Survey parties from the 
United States Bureau of Reclama
tion recently completed a land clas
sification in the basin which has 
determined the worth, from a 
farming standpoint, of the differ
ent types of land. This land offers 
no immediate opportunity for set
tlement, but it is something to 
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keep in mind for 1945 or 1946. 
Many people are asking about 

the cutover regions of central and 
northern Minnesota and in west
ern Montana, northern Idaho and 
western Washington and Oregon, 
where rainfall is greater than in 
the mountain valleys and where no 
irrigation is used. The cutover 
lands have been popular with set
tlers and these areas are growing. 

Simultaneous with its coloniza
tion work, the Northern Pacific 
agricultural department takes part 
in educational programs in rural 
areas tributary to its line. A defi
nite part has been taken in the pro
motion of boys' and girls' 4-H 
clubs and agricultural projects: 
among high school students. Spe
cial educational trains bearing on 
land clearing, sugar beets, fertiliz
ers, soil conservation, good seed 
and better livestock have been 
operated without revenue in vari
ous States for the purpose of giv
ing demonstrations, showing" edu
cational exhibit material and 
broadcasting timely advice from 
State experiment stations and agri
cultural colleges. 

The railroad company has oper
ated special passenger trains at 
exceedingly low rates to various. 
agricultural events, such as the
Pacific International Livestock 
show, the International Livestock 
exposition, the National Dairy 
show, wool growers' and stock
men's association meetings, and 
from various points in the several 
States to the agricultural colleges. 
and experiment stations where 
farmers might view first-hand the 
progress of projects conducted for 
the purpose of finding solutions 
for some of their problems. Work 
also has been carried on looking: 
toward the introduction of certain 
grain and forage and of new varie
ties which, after breeding, selection 
and demonstration have been made 
are ready to take out to farmers for 
general adoption. 

II S. 



'RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

The Rural Bookmobile.---In 1940 
it was an idea; in 1941 it was a re
ality. An ordinary touring car 
.loaded with Catholic literature set 
out on ione of the main highways 
leading from Spokane, Wash., in 
search of readers. It found them-
939 of them in two months. 

• 
Next Time You See a Chef.-"The 

greatest of French chefs boasted 
peasant backgrounds. In kitchens 
of palaces and great hotels they 
learned the conventions and for
malities of the table, as practiced 
by the rich and the great ,ones, but 
the magic art of infusing a dish 
with palate-ravishing flavors they 
brought from the forests and mea
dows and cottage gardens of their 
native villages." 

• Some Oklahoma Wisdom.-"Chil-
dren may tear up a house but they 
never break up a home." "Yes, and 
when an old-fashioned buggy 
turned over, no one ran up with 
stretchers." "If you're rich y.ou can 
buy a lovely casket, but the grave 
looks about the same." 

• Something Else Off the Land.-
Baled straw, says the University of 
Missouri, is being used in the build
ing of temporary laying houses. 
They place them in the fashion of 
bricks. A house lasts four or five 
years. In the winter "it is warm and 
dry" and in the summer "surpris
ingly cool." 

• That's Right; That's Wrong.-In 
Ing,onish, N. S., the Federal govern
.ment took over the lands of some 
25 families to make room for a 
national park. The school section is 
disrupted as a result of the expro
priations. LikeWise the church con
gregation. 

• The Good Earth.-Reams Flem
ing, Franklin, Tenn., farmer, pr,o
duced 98 per cent of the food his 
family is needing this year. 

• Science Says.-By eating whole 
wheat bread instead of white bread 
you get more proteins for tissue 
building and more minerals as well 
as more vitam:injs---€nough on a 
calorie basis to save a 36-day sup
ply a year. 

• French Reconstruction.-Farm 
training is planned for all rural 
youth in France. They will follow 
agricultural courses for three years 
.at the rate of 100 hours per year. 

Some Give Cash and Some ... -
The pastor organized an "altar of 
St. Isidore" in order to build a new 
church. Someone br.ought a check 
of $550 dollars, but peasants' of 
Colombia brought 321 head of full
grown cattle. 
.. . 

,./' Family-Farm Security.-FSA bor
rowers have paid back well over a 
third of money borrowed---l122,000 
families have repaid in full. Says 
Mr. BaldWin, "This record is re
markable in view of the fact that 
all these people w.ould be consid
ered unsafe credit risks accor,ding 
to normal business standards." 

• In Overalls.-Everybody trusts, 
even the Russians, the man who is 
a peasant or in peasant's garb. A 
Polish refugee priest escaped from 
Russia disguised as a peasant. 

/ . 
VWhen the Going Is Tough . ...;..Un
der the auspices of the Catholic 
Agricultural League and the Catho
lic Labor League, peasant families 
are receiving into their homes chil
dren from the cities where distress 
is greater. 

• V In Process of Decentralization.-
The U. S. Department of Agricul
ture reports an average increase of 
785 food locker plants a year. These 
lockers store meats, vegetables, 
fruits, eggs, etc., of individual fam
ilies. The farmer's pig doesn't have 
to go to Chicago and back anymore 
in order to 'mellow' Lor the City 
man. 

• 
"Strangely Unknown".-Writes 

Dexter Masters in the New York 
newspaper PM, "For a movement 
which takes in more than 2,000,000 
citizens and accounts for the sale 
of over $600,000,000 worth of prod
ucts a year, the cooperative move
ment is strangely unknown." 

/ . 
..,j Archbishop Murray.-"This year 

it becomes advisable, not to say 
urgent, to present the program of 
rural life to both young and old 
inasmuch as modern life has fol
lowed the trend which shows most 
convincingly that both in times of 
war and of peace our cities are 
most vulnerable to the devils from 
the air as well as to the devils from 
hell." 

• In Ohio.-Other places they call 
it strip or contour ploughing and 
farming, but in Ohio (one part, at 
least) they call it "putting curves to 
work on the fa:rm." 

A Sociologist Says.-Girls' life in 
the big city is anti-social. The effect 
of living too close together in big 
cities is a "subversive" influence on 
society because people act like tur
tles, draw their heads within their 
shells, become anti-social and 
adopt a cynical attitude toward 
their neighbors and life in general. 

• 
If You Want to Be HapPY.-An 

old French proverb says that if YOU 
want to be happy three days, get 
married; to be happy eight days 
kill your pig and eat it; but to ~ 
happy forever, become a gardener. 
Says the writer in the Catholic 
Woman's World, "I believe the last 
phrase of the proverb with all my 
heart." 

• 
The Charm of the Country...-A 

rural sociologist measured the atti
tude toward rural and urban life 
and found that a group of teachers 
in training was more pro-rural 
(just like that) after rural practice 
teaching than a similar group 
before practice teaching. 

• A La "The Catholic Worker".-
"The harvest! What a time of deep 
human fellowship; of toil under
gone, neighbors alongside each 
other in the field. . . . The golden 
grain is real . . no token wealth 
here . . . real and common to all. 
It is a gift of God; man did so lit
tle. He merely scattered the grain 
... and now this wealth of waving 

g,old." . 

• 
100 Years on the Land.-Said the 

Bishop of Antigonish to East Bay 
farm families: "It is from our rural 
communities that we get that sta
bility, that soundness and sanity 
which is a real asset to our country. 
You have stuck to the farms. That 
is the best occupation you could 
have." 

• 
Westward Ho!-Population trends 

in Northwest States indicate the 
changing preference of many peo
ple for rural locations and homes 
in the smaller towns and cities. 
This is noted particularly in west
ern Washington and western Ore
gon. 

• 
So They Say.-The old moldboard 

type of plough that turns the soil 
up and over is all wrong. The soil 
should be "underworked "not "over
worked." "I consider it now entirely 
possible that the old turning plow 
may pass out of existence in many 
1ocalities," quotes "The Land Let
ter." "This would be a historical 
event in the progress of conserva
tion." 
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In the Matter of Home Crafts.
The art of wood sculpture 

been dying out in recent years, 
the Marist Brothers are doing 

possible to make it a 
LOll!ri~:hi"n!1: trade and home indus

special course has been 
n<>"OT'1"<>t,Arl at the college.-St. 

crafts of. pioneer 
are being, revived at the 
of the Visitation, where 

''',<~u~,u~ is given careful in
tr.1""'t'T.'lnn and practice in at least 

of handicraft or useful 

• 
~pealltllllg of Cartoons.-The little 

tail wagging and mouth water
walked up to the big cow and 
"Ma'am, must one have cash 

a milk customer of 

• 
Harvest Time in Radio City.-It 

made news in New York and rated 
a 4 by 6 picture in the paper when 
the crab apples in Rockefeller Cen
ter were harvested by Girl Scouts 
of Troop 22. 

• 
A War Sidelight.-The farmer's 

son had been called to war. When 
the Franciscan nuns at Cold Ash, 
Berkshire, had harvested the hay 
crop in the convent grounds, they 
betook themselves to the farmer's 
place' and help~d him harvest his. 

• 
The Chapel in the Fields.-Mass 

is celebrated once a year in the lit
tle chapel on the farm of Frank 
Lax near st. Nazianz, Wis., but 
flowers are placed on the altar 
every day, and the bell tolls for the 
Angelus, every morning, noon and 
evening. 

• 
The "Science News Letter" says 

that England has more brides, but 
fewer babies. The marriage rate 
was the highest in its history last 
year .... The birth rate this year is 
continuing a downward trend, but 
the decline that was slight last year 
is now a sharp drop. 

That Family AutG.-Government 
figures show that the average farm, 
village, or small-City family of good 
income now spends more on auto
mobile transportation than on any 
other item except food and housing. 

Out in the Pacific Northwest.
There is land here for millions of 
Catholics-or whoever gets there 
first. Some years ago Dr. J. Russel 
Smith said, "The population of this 
area will most certainly increase to 
five, six, perhaps ten millions. A 
thriving land iof cities in the midst 
of a rich agriculture." 

• 
"'there's Victory in VictualS," says 

the Consumer's Guide of Oct. 15. 
"People who live on the land can 
make the land produce the health
plus foods their bodies' and their 
spirits need. That's where health 
for Mrs. Rural America's family 
starts . . . in the garden, in the 
orchard, in the fields." 

• 
Leads in Head\lines.-;"Alabama 

'Carpenter' Priest is Building An
other Church." "Folk School, 
Stressing Prayer, Poverty, Plowing, 
and Pedag.ogy, Conducted at Farm 
in Avon, Ohio." "Priest Founds Cen
ter to Aid Poor Churches." 

SOME STATISTICS 
Almost all sections of the country 

show~ a decline in the number of 
workers on farms between August 
1, 1940, and August 1, 1941. 

At the same time, faced with a 
declining supply of available work
ers, farmers have been able to keep 
their hired men this fall only by 
sharply increasing farm wage rates. 

Still at the same time, farmers 
have best economic prospects in 
years. 

In March, 1940, 11.1 per cent ()If 
urban labor force (14 years old and 
over) were seeking employment; 
only 4.4 per cent of rural-farm 
labor force was seeking employ
ment. 

Census shows two marked trends 
in number and size of farms-more 
small farms, i.e., ten acres and less; 
and more large farms, i.e., 500 acres 
and more. 

Corporate farms increas~ by 18 
per cent. 1.6 per cent of the farmers 
in the United States now operate 
34.3 per cent of all land in farms. 

Housing statistics, State by State, 
generally indicate home-ownership 
as highest in rural-farm areas. But, 
not one of a dozen States taken at 
random, shows an increase but ra
ther a ,decrease in the percentage 
of owners.hip. New England States 
rate highest. 
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A RURAL TOAST TO 

Very Rev. Herman Stier, C.P., on 
being elected Father Provincial. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Boylan, 
Ph.D., on the reception of an hon
orary LL.D. degree from st. Am
brose college. 

Rev. J. J. Sermersheim, pastor, 
St. Paul's Church, New Alsace, Ind., 
on the spirit and success of South
eastern Indiana's 3rd annual Cath
olic Rural Life Sunday meetings. 

Rev. John F. Farrell, pastor, and 
the people of Our Lady of Mt. Car
mel church, Emmett, Mich., togeth
er with the Society of st. Vincent 
de Paul, Detroit, on their sponsor
ship of the thirteenth annual Com
munity fair and 4-H club show. 

Rev. George Nell, Effingham, Ill., 
on his continued effort to get Farm 
Bureaus and Church leaders to 
cooperate. 

On the following three outstand
ing agricultural leaders of Canada 
who in September received decora
tions at Quebec as the new "com
mandeurs du Merite agricole": 

M. Cyrille Vaillancourt, president 
de la Federation des Caisses Popu
laires. 

M. Nolasque April, directeur de 
l'Ecole moyenne d' Agriculture de 
Ste. Martine. 

M. l'abbe Emile Couture, cure
colonisateur de Ste-Anne de Roque
maure. 

Most Rev. Robert E. Lucey, D.D., 
Archbishop of San Antonio, on his 
sermon opening the twenty-seventh 
annual convention of the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities. 

Hon. Gardiner Howland Shaw, 
assistant secretary of state, Wash
ington, D. C. 

Rev. Bryan J. McEntegart, LL.D., 
national secretary, Catholic Near 
East Welfare association, on his 
appointment as domestic prelate. 

Most Rev. John H. Peschges, 
Bishop of Crookston, on being 
named a member of the Farm 
Security Administration State Ad
visory committee for Minnesota. 

Rev. Charles P. Maxwell, st. 
Louis, archdiocesan youth director, 
on being named director of the st. 
Louis Catholic youth council. 

Rev. V. C. Marceau, Salt Lake 
City, on his appointment as editor 
of the Inter-Mountain Catholic 
Register, official weekly of the dio
cese of Salt Lake. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. AugustW. Heimes, 
vicar general and rector of St. 
Mary's cathedral, Grand Island, 
Nebraska. 

Rev. W. A. Hegarty, St .. Patrick's 
Church, Dunlap, Iowa. 
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The Convention 

• Fourteen Bishops came; two 
abbots came; on the last day 5,000 
young people came. 

For three days, including the 
first day and night of the conven
tion, the rains came down. Report
ers sent to cover the convention 
found themselves with the addi
tional task of covering a flood. 
Landslides stopped trains coming 
in, and for a while no trains ran. 
But the Rural Life convention at 
Jefferson City went off on sched
ule. It seemed-like the Catholic 
Church of which it is a part-to 
thrive on persecution--even if only 
the persecution of the elements. 

The National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference owes a debt of 
gratitude to a host of people-a 
debt it does not suggest to pay 
with a "thank you," but a "thank 
you" it extends nevertheless in the 
faith that the Lord repays. 

Elsewhere in this issue appear 
the resolutions adopted at the con-

vention, a number of convention 
things from here and there, as well 
as a personal account of other 
aspects of it by one of the hosts 
who rendered gracious service. Let 
it suffice. 

Subiaco, Arkansas 

• The Conference is pleased and 
encouraged by a joint resolution 
received from the delegates of the 
Catholic Union and the Catholic 
Women's Union a,ssembled in con
vention at Subiaco, Ark., August 
31 and September 1, 1941. It 
reads in part: 

"Of the utmost concern both 
to the city dweller and the rural 
inhabitant are the conditions and 
problems of the countryside. 
Because Arkansas is principally a 
rural State, and because many of 
our Catholics live on the land, the 
program, ideals, and objectives of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference are of the highest inter
est and importance to the Catholic 
Union and the Catholic Women's 
Union of Arka~sas. 

"Be it further resolved that both 
organizations do their utmost to 
cooperate with the aims and pur
poses of the Conference by discuss
ing them at their district meetings, 
by procuring and disseminating the 
Conference's literature, and by 
introducing texts on Catholic rural 
life and on problems of living on 
the land in the study clubs ,spon
sored by the organizations." 

On to Peoria 

• The annual convention of the 
Conference goes to Peoria, 111., 
next year. It does so at the gracious 
invitation of the Most Rev. Joseph 
H. Schlarman, Bishop of Peoria. 
We reprint immediately below the 
sentiments of His Excellency on 

the matter, received in the form of 
a letter from the Bishop of Peoria 
to the executive secretary of the 
Conference. 

October 14, 1941 

My dear Msgr. Ligutti: 

So, world conditions permit
ting, the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference will be held in 
Peoria, October 3 to October 7, 
1942 

I feel happy that the officers of 
the Executive committee accepted 
my offer of Peoria as the place of 
meeting for the twentieth annual 
convention. 

Experience has shown that the 
priests and people of the diocese of 
Peoria give a warm welcome to a 
Catholic conference that has some
thing to offer. 

Experience has likewise shown 
that a worth-while Catholic con
ference makes a distinct cultural 
and spiritual contribution to the 
diocese in which it is held. 

Let me, then, even at this early 
date, a~sure the Bishops, priests, 
religious, delegates and speakers, 
Catholic and non-Catholic, of a 
hearty. welcome to Peoria in Octo
ber, 1942. 

The Pere Marquette hotel has 
already been engaged as headquar
ters. Other hotels and the Cham
ber of Commerce have graciously 
bffered their full cooperation. 

With kindest greetings, I beg to 
remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) J. H. Schlarman, 

Bishop of Peoria. 

VATICAN MESSAGE 
TO CONVENTION 
Archbishop Glennon, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Holy Father grateful for devoted 
message of Your Excellency and 
Bishops assembled at Catholic Rural 
Life Conference, imparts to all par
ticipating Apostolic BenedictiOn. 

Car.dinal Maglione 
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LITERATURE 
FARMING 

BEGINNERS 
Highstone. Harper and 

Br(}thjers. New Yiork. 1940. Pp. 199. 
$2.50. 
H. A. Highstone 'did' this book 

before he wrote it. That is the way 
to write a book, unless it purports 

>to be a novel. This is not a novel, 
but it could eas!ly: be the germ of 
. a very worthw~ile \tlovel-except 
that it happens to be just plain, 
sound, and solid experience based 
very much on the truth of hard

;headed facts. 
. Like the old argument about the . 
iJ.lfinity of halves that it is impos
SIble to get from one certain place 
to another because no matter how 
many times half of the distance is 
covered there is, always still half 
ofa certain distance to go-it is 
silly to argue that way with a man 
who can just answer by saying, 
"See, I have done it.'; It is quite 
possible for a City man to go to the 
country and make a comfortable 
living on 25 acres of land-without 
puttiIig it all to some highly spe
cialized cash crop. Maybe people 
won't believe it, but the author has 
done it and in this book he tells 
about it. 

There is the weight of a true 
agrarian philosophy behind this 
man's "ow:rnng all\d operating a 
self-sustaining farm." He does not 

·believe in large-scale farming be-
cause he does not believe in farm
ing as a business. But he does 
believe in "learning the nature and 
the number of the things-simple 
things-which add up to real diver
sification" without which there can 
never be real independence on the 
land. 

-His scheme includes 25 to 100 
acres of land-ldepending upon the 
land and not upon the amount of 
ready cash to buy as much land as 
possible. The 25 acres will cost 
about the same as the 100; and the 
100 will require no more work than 
the 25. The author sums up: 

"The foundation and all the phy
sical superstructure of self-suffi.
ciency comprises nothing more 
than three cows, a team of horses, 
and necessary tools and imple
ments, three or four hogs raised ev
ery summer, a flock of about 100 
hens, together with enough land 
to feed them all and grow a garden. 
This is nearly a complete and inde
pendent means of living. With a 
few unimportant exceptions, it sup
plies all the tood man needs, in a 
diversity of forms. Those immedi
ately suggesting themselves are 
butter, milk for cooking and drink
ing, cream, eggs, cheese, fowl, cook
ing fat, fresh pork, bacon and ham. 
Add to this the various kinds of 

garden ~ruits. and vegetables
fresh, dr!led, aind preserved-and 
consider that a couple of hives of 
bees will cut the sugar bill to zer.o. 
Add home-produced flour and corn 
meal; assume that some dozens of 
simple home manufactures (sug
gested later) are rediscovered and 
put to practice-and the farmer is 
coming pretty close to actually 
'grOwing everything.' Practically 
every bit of foodstuff consumed by 
the family is being pr,oduced 
directly from the land, even though 
not a single penny may have found 
its way into the pockets. The larder 
is always filled; not just when one 
happens to make a profit, and is 
able to fill his basket at the groc
ery, but every day of the year." 

The book proves this thesis and 
makes plain every step of the way 
to attaining it. There is a certain 
common sense reasoning behind 
everyone of these items of diversi
flcation. Take the case for the 
cow: "A not uncommon rural 
axiom is to the effect that a man 
who owns a cow has half his liv
ing .... The rich man in the mon
eyless society is always the man 
who owns the cows; they represent 
the same hardrock; intrinsic value 
as land itself. They are the indis
pensable f.oundation of any self
sufficient economy." This is a type 
of common sense which even many 
'old timers' on the land have for
gotten' in the rush after lesser 
things. 

Take the case for the horse: "A 
farmer without horsepower must 
make a horse of himself"-noi; 
without explaining why the horse~ 
power ;of a tractor is not to be pre
ferred; and the case (in part) for 
the pig: "Nothing is wasted so long 
as there is a pig around"; and for 
the bees: "Bees (on a small scale) 
probably return more for the 
money and time expended than 
any other part of farming," etc. 

The book is not only for "begin
ners": many a 'cradle farmer' 
might well profit fr,om it .. 

Pelisonally I value highl,y this 
contribution to agrarian literature. 
I have already recommended it on 
numerous occasions. It is the kind 
of a book a man recommends to an 
inquirer on practical farming. 

E.S. G. 

• 
I BOUGHT AMOUNT AIN 

Thomas Firbank. The Countryman 
Press. 1941. Pp. 320. $2.75. 
Some men buy ten acres and 

make a mountain out of it. Some 
men buy a thousand acres and 
make a business out of it. Thomas 
Firbank bought a mountain and 
made a farmer out of himself-in 
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the broad sense of a countryman. 
This is his side of seven years of 
sheep farming. 

The book commends itself 
strongly from three points of view. 
First of all, it is information-of 
farm and country life in the high 
sheep hills of Wales. Fog, skY and 
rain, neighbors and animals, men 
and manners, hiouses, c~neys 
and hospitality-all these come 
minutely into the range ,of infor
mational detail. Observation of 
things, and insight into them, is 
keen. He describes a plain. house 
as having 'character by virtue of its 
very unpretentiousness. It possessed 
strength and utility, and seemed 
to say: "Well! here I am. Take me 
or leave me. I've no frills, but I 
know my job.' " The ewe "brings up 
her lamb on her little range, and 
when in time she is sold the lamb 
carries on her tradition, and even
tually bequeaths the domain to her 
;own offspring. This legacy ... ties 
the flock to its home."· Pigs are 
temperamental. "When pigs are 
good, they are very, very good. 
When they are bad they are horrid. 
They are the most likeable and 
individual of all domestic animals 
except the dog." 

The second quality for which the 
book commends itself is style. It 
reaches toward the literary. If the 
author knows the country and its 
life, he has put his knowledge to 
the best use of his pen to portray 
it with something of a magic touch. 
Note the following: "The surface of 
the twin lakes was whipped into 
vicious white horses," or "Hour by 
hour the br.own winter colors 
spread, like a tea-stain creeping on 
a white tablecloth," or "The farm 
has given birth and we identify 
ourselves with its labor. We have 
shared many of its pangs .... The 
fluid of fertility has been poured 
over our hills and valleys by firm 
hands whose generosity shames 
humanity." 

The third high quality of the 
book lies in its story, i.e., in the 
experiences of a city man going to 
the country for keeps, and the phil
osophy and wisdom that lurk 
behind the whole of it. They are 
here-the basic delights and ultt
mate satisfactions that come only 
with life in the country. Sometimes 
they appear as an experience sim
ply told, sometimes as a passing 
comment, sometimes as pure philo
sophizing on the part of the author . 
He buys his 'mountain' and com
ments, "I drove home in a dream 
that night, a prince on the thres
hold of his kingdom." He quotes a 
Welshman as saying, "My belly do 
tell me it is 12 o'clock." He makes 
an observation, "All the bonds and 
banknotes in the world do not look 
so prosperous nor so safe as a flock 
or a herd. Flocks and herds, land 
and crops, are real. They appeal to 
instincts which are as old as man." 
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He criticizes the type of farmer 
'Who Walks round. his buildings. 
once a week on Sunday morning to 
show his guests his animals, his 
animals his guests.'" As something 
of a fuialgesture,he philosophizes:' 
"Men' are loath just now to return 
to the land .. The life . is· hard, the 
wage' small, and the instinct of 
husbandry is dead in them. But, 
man was born for husbandry. In 
the bleak times ahead he may turn 
again to his only sure help, the soil. 
He willreadjtist his values, and 
may taste 'in the end. the ultimate 
joy of tendingmature in her labor." 

• 
DIREC;ifED STUDIES IN 
PRACtICAL AGRICUL TURE 

Glenn A.Scott. Pelican Rapids, 
.' Minn. 15 booklets .. Price, $2.50. 

Anyone interested in or seeking 
material for a study of agriculture 

. will find most valuable material in 
this work of Glenn A. Scott. It was 
gotten out as a help and guide for 
'agriculture teachers.' These teach
ers are faced with a difficult prob-' 
lem because of the lack of adequate 
text books on agriculture. These 
booklets ar~ study guides on agri
culture subjects, first giving list of' 
bulletins containing the desired 

The Official 

Rural 
Life 

. Songs 

matter. ~nd then secondly questions 
on;this matter. 

. Mr. Scott, a Smith Hughes 
teacher for many years, is from the 
farm and his heart is still on the 
farm. His questions and guides 
show this by pointing out the prac
tical sides of the question. His aim 
is to train present and prospective 

. farmers for proficiency in farming. 
This can best be done by learning 
the best,and latest methods. We are 
faced with a challenge not only to 
till the soil, but to till it in such a 
manner that those coming after us 
might be able to till it. 'Tis noble 
to till the soil,' has been said, but 
to so till. this soil that its fertility 
is retained or increased rather than 
depleted is our duty and problem. 
To do this under modern conditions 
means that our farmers must be 
real businessmen. Scott's definition 
of a' farmer is, "businessman in 
overalls." 

To better prepare these business
men in overalls is the purpose of 
this work. He outlines more than 
300 studies, covering the more com
mon practices on the farm. He fol
lows carefully the principle, learn 
by dOing, by suggesting many proj
ects. Mr. Scott's work is a most 
practical and helpful aid, not only 
to teachers but to anyone inter
ested in agriculture. 

John J. Gorman 

have been printed complete with texts and nota
tions. Unexcelled for use at Rural Life Days, 4-H 
Club meetings, parish socials, community song-
{ests. . 

Price 25 c per copy. 

Quantity prices on reqm:st. 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
525 Sixth Ave., DES MOINES,IA. 

GETTING ESTABLISHED 
ON THE LAND 

U. S. Dept. oj Agriculture. 
Discussion Group Pamphlet. 

• 
F AMIL Y LIFE IN CHRIST 

4 

Agnesine (M 
Therese Mueller. The Liturgical TO A L( 

Press, Collegeville, Minn. Pam-
phlet. pp. 32. Ten cents. ItI.\.l'n..tU1'J.,n·J.' 

At last the liturgy comes home-
and in more than one sense. I have 
read nothing on the liturgy-in
cluding the most abstract and theo
retical volumes on the subject-,-that 
has made more clear the possibil
ity and beauty and need of a litur
gical life. I do not know anything 
of either more or fewer pages that 
has in it the germ to accomplish' 
more-unless it does so by prOVOk
ing more things like this. This is 
not a rural piece of literature sim
ply because it is more than that. It 
belongs to the multitudes because 
it belongs to the family in a very 
Catholic, universal and distributive 
sense. 

E. S. G. 
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