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Rev. JfJseph H. S chi firm flO, D.D. 

All Soul's Day. Yesterday I 
instructions from the Ex

Secretary-the one of motive 
Monsignor Ligutti-that I was 

a 700-word article for the 
number of Laitd and HOrne, 

do it soon, as the issue was 
ready for the press. Well, I 

. how he is when his editorial 
is in actual operation. I have 
him at it on the train, in an 
: in 'an aIrplane,' almost ariy~ 

scribbling notes on'Iittie slips 
"F"'~n1~"; and then! nervously search-

':=o~\.:::,.~al":~~: . ---NU.IllATI 'fU\.L 1U.1r: 

DAY UTTVt tOE RATe 
....... IJ!ITIII ........... , 
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friend of Innsbruckdays, made a 
striking summary in the October 30 
edition of America. After referring 
to "physical erosion" of the land he 
speaks 'of "human erosion.""5Roots,· 
too, must pierce deep, in orderi to 
stop human erosion: roots that pene
trate the inner depths of the human 
mind and the human conscience . 
Bare economic considerations will not 
hold ·the people on the hind. 'The 
love of the' family and those' condi
tions and surrOl,mdings that conduce 
to a healthy Hfe are the surest anchor 

.', . ~. 
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DOM!ST1CI'15 WOR~S FOR THE 1'0 
S.IVICIS USU~L. PRICE OF .' 

CITTADELVATICANO VATGOVT 42 25 150q 
...... ' 
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CARDINAL MAGLIONE. 

ing,hispockets·for'them in the hotel 
room. 

I know my limitations, and that is 
why I did not desire the presidency 
of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. The distinguished men 
who preceded me were specialists' in 
that line. I ,am not. "My leanings 
and readings run in other directions. 
However, now that you have elected 
me, I should say ·that I appreciate 
the honor and will do the best I can. 

The Milwaukee Skeleton. Conven
tion impressed me profoundly as, I 
sUPPOse, it did every' delegate. 
Father John La Farge, S. J., my good 
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for stable rural living; and: these, in 
turn, 'are, rooted.' in Christian faith 
and worship, inChtistian moral 
values. It is such a consideration 
wh.ich highlights the real meaning of 
the meeting." But I 'hope yOU will 
read ,the whole article--:-"The, story 
of the roots that are growing in rural 
America:" 

I ,!!sed to think that "<;omposting," 
at least in a Bishop's life, was a mete 
hobby of the garden variety. Now 
that I am President, of the NCRLC 
I find that "composting" has be~ome 
an impottaut part of my work for the 
next tWQ years. In other words; I 

must produce a greater income for 
the Conference to meet much greater 
needs a.nd demands. . 

Bishop Peschges of Crookston 
started something at the Milwaukee 
meeting when he said (perhaps in a 
weak moment) he would have every 
parish in his diocese take out a Five 
Dollar annual membership. That 
will give much needed nourishment to 
the tenuous financial roots of the 

. NCRLC." lam happy to say that'ill 
, . the Diocese of Peoria every parish 

has to date paid, the Five Dollar 
annual membership. ' '" 

Father LaFarge wrote beautifully 
of ,tlW "roots of faith, hop~ and ch<l~
ity 'that ' are' growing inrutal Am:.. 
e'rka." ;A'recer£ number o( the 
Catluilic Herald '(London) fel1s"iif 
the roots 'ot landownership in 'Bul
garia.' "There is in important fac~ 
tbr which must he borne in mind in 
connection with Soviet~Bulgarian re
lations '<t't the' present tiine.' A' clt~ar 
distinctioft: 'should.) be m1).de . between: 
the' Russian 'people, for whotri 'Bul.: 
garians, like many Other Slavs, b,ave 
a: friendly feeling; and the' Com1nu.~ 
nist regime. There is no doubt that 
today' in Bulgaria Comm:unists are 

,fairly strong, but the predomimuit 
part of the population consists 'of 
peasants who 'are holders 'of their 
own land and are bitterly averse to 
any collectiyisation.'" 
. Bishop Paul Yu~£in of' Nanking 
wrote recently:. "We cannot com:~ 
to China merely with religion. Purdy 
missionary, activity is outmoded. ' We 
lJ~ed a new missionary prog~ain: 
meeting the Chinese in cultural ,and 
social works, and thrpugh .. these, 
leading 'them to Chris.t." That is 
true of other countries, too., 

It is claimed that,jn<the United 
States some 50,000,000 persons are 
today emplpyed in som,e sort of war 
work: from the fighting forces, 
through war indufltries; and so forth. 
Most of these 'W~n need, civilian, jobs 
after the war. Soon we shall stand 
at the., crossroads; job or no job; 
regimentation or private, enterprise. 
The cities cannot possibly absorb all 
,these people. ,It would. be, tragic if 
the, rural proletariat were ; added, to 
that of the citie~.· The employment 



or unemployment problem would 
only be infinitely aggravated. There 
is a definite place for Catholic Rural 
Life philosophy in the present and 
post-war U. S. A. 

Father LaFarge closes with the 
following, understanding apprecia
tion: "Those Rural Life Director 

priests, young and veterans, who 
spoke in such earnest and graphic 
simplicity around their long table 
that sunny October afternoon, are 
men who have made and will make 
history in this country. Some day 
their names will be perpetuated as 
the priests who applied the surest 

"I REAPED SUSSEX WHEA T" 
Rilf/ry Pepler 

FATHER VINCENT McNABB, 
Master of Theology and a Do

minican Friar for over 50 years, did 
not leave, so far as I know, any lit
eJ;ary executors, any instructions, any 
last will and testament other than 
that he asked to be spelt out upon 
his coffin in Greek-which, being 
translated, is "Lord, Thou knowest 
all things, Thou knowest if I love 
Thee." Nevertheless, those privileged 
to share his enthusiasms and his con
fidence, are unlikely to hesitate very 
long when confronted with requests 
for information about his wishes, his 
mind on the problems of the hour, 
the hopes he had for the future. 

Father Vincent saw truth throu,gh 
the eyes of charity so that his acute 
sense of justice was ever tempered by 
mercy. Being vowed to poverty he 
had no wealth-save of wisdom and 
knowledge with which he was profli
gate. Should he receive gifts in kind 
-underclothes, apples, butter, he ac
cepted them upon his knees and gave 
them away to the poor. Stratagems 
had to be invented to make him share 
a little of the bounty which had 
originally been intended for him
self alone. 

It would be more fitting for a fel
low Friar to write of his austerity of 
which I, his penitent, can have little 
but superfi<!ial knowledge. His cell 
\vas empty of everything usually· as
sociated with a bachelor's sleeping 
place. There were no vestiges of 
razor blades and shaving tackle, 
though. he was always clean shaven, 
none of the papers, books, boots and 
brushes which seem so natural to a 

priest's domestic life. He read period
icals-but in the Common Room 
where they belonged; he studied 
books-but in the library of which 
he was probably the curator, for he 
understood books, their date, typog
raphy, extrinsic and intrinsic values. 
There were no stray envelopes be~ 
cause these he used up in the reply 
to the letters they had contained, 
never to be kept after that duty had 
been discharged. 

He is in some ways a tantalizing 
subject for a pen portrait as there 
was significance in everything he did 
and said, a fine chapter to be added 
one day to our national biography. 
In the meantime his life may well be 
summed . up in the four last things 
which he did, and these I will quote 
from the panegyric preached by 
Father Bernard Delaney at his fu
neral. As· Father Bernard was his 
Prior, to whom he confessed and re
newed his vows (the evidence could 
not be more authentic), it is a privi
lege to quote: 

" (1) He sang the Nunc Dimittis 
in a strong clear voice-IN ow Thou 
dost dismiss, 0 Lord, Thy servant in 
peace." He explained that dead 
marches are alI gloom, and he desired 
to face death with cheerfulness and 
joy. 

"( 2) Doing for the last time what 
he had done every week of hi~ life 
since he was seven years old, he made 
his Confession. 

"(3) He renewed his vows; putting 
his hands in mine, he thus confirmed 
that solemn dedication of his life to 
God made in early youth, now rati-

remedy to save America's 
acres from chaos and destruction." 

To all the officers of the 
and to the Diocesan Rural Life 
rectors I would say (it is still 
evening of All Souls' Day) 
to succor me, and to the readers 
Land and Home, Greetings. 

fled almost in his dying breath after 
the faithful service of more than half 
a century. 

" ( 4) Lastly he repeated, more than 
once, those words spoken by his be
loved St. Peter to the Risen Christ, 
'Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou 
knowest if I love thee.' These words 
he desired should be inscribed in 
Greek and m.black characters on his 
coffin, and he gave minute instruc
tions to Father Donald Proudman 
how it was to be done. The words 
might have been the motto of his 
life; they reveal the glorious ideal 
by which he lived. All that he said, 
all that he did, all that he was, were 
the expression of his burning love for 
his Master, Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Death does not always provide 
such an appropriate ending to a life 
of enthusiastic self sacrifice. The 
manner of Father Vincent's death 
raises him high above the life-level 
of his friends but not so as to make 
. them conscious of a barrier which 
never existed I No prayers or pen
ances he imposed upon himself did 
other than keep him a good com
panion, always accessible to his fel
lows. His quick wit and easy con
versation made the hardest truth not 
only intelligible but desirable. To 
walk with him was not unlike the 

.""~" 
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of those two Disciples on 
to Emmaus, their hearts 

them whilst the scrip
made plain by their Fel-

many such walks across 
of Hawksyard (the Do

Priory in Staffordshire) es
our first, perhaps for the 

of it: I started out a con
Quaker, but I had made my 

to the Church 'before we 
to the Priory. Subsequently 

iilbotte:n tramped the Sussex Downs 
my home when, with Eric Gill, 

dreaming of a reborn peas
antrY. He would expound the Gos
~l,the Summa, the Rerum N ovarum, 
In.relation to sO,me practical problem 
o(daily life, but as an interested 
eqpal, not as the Master of Theology 
which he was also. While he was 
stationed· in London, the nearest ap
proach to a land walk was on Hamp
stead Heath, but more often the oc
casion would be fixed by a meeting 
miles away in the heart of London, 
and such a walk ",as adventurous be
cause his absorption in the subject 
under discussion allowed no lesser 
matter, such as traffic lights or motor 
cars, to Intervene. 

He believed in the direct approach 
,-and clarity of' statement. Never 
once do I remember a conversation 
or proposition coming from him which 
was not in words of one syllable eas
ily to be understood by even less 
trained minds than my own. How
ever deep the mystery or complicated 
the subject, he could translate it into 
the terms of everyday speech. In
deed he said that· unless "a truth 
could be explained to Betty (an 
imaginary housekeeper of humble 
origin) it was probably not worth 
stating." 

One story of direct action must 
be told. A young man joined him as 
he was leaving St. Dominic's Priory 
for Hyde Park where the platform 
of the Catholic Evidence Guild 
awaited him. As. they walked to
gether the young man explained that 
he wanted to obey the Vincentian 
teaching and go to work on a certain 
farm fifty miles from London. As 
they reached the crowd waiting for 
the preacher, the young man (think-

ing actually in' terms of trams and' 
busses) asked "How' shall I get 
there?" "Walk there" was the an
swer. It was as simple as that! So 
the young man, nothing daunted, gave 
away such money ashe had to the 
first beggar he met, and walked-,-
much to the ultimate discomfiture of 
the farmer concerned; town boots, 
an empty stomach and an exhausted 
body are not the most fitting equip
ment for the harvest field-but that 
was not the fault of Father Vincent. 

Had Father Vincent walked those 
fifty miles he would not have been 
exhausted at the end of them; be
cause he walked rather than rode 
whenever his journeying could rea
sonably be und~rtaken by foot. He 
had his body well disciplined, though 
he would humorously complain that 
he had a "Protestant" stomach be-. 
cause it rebelled at fasting and would 
lead to attacks of biliousness and 
sickness which sometimes caught him 
in the middle of Mass. He reckoned 
to . be able to "walk off" any disease 
his body was heir to. 

For six years, some of them years 
of .the last war, Father Vincent was 
Prior of the House of Studies, at 
Haw]{syard, and in order to keep his 
brain clear for the heavy intellectual 
work of the lecture hall, he set him
self the task of wielding a wood axe 
for a fixed period every day; a useful' 
work for the Common Room fire. 
So fascinating did he find the labor, 
and so stimUlating to thought, that 
he never put down the axe without 
,regret; time-limits, though self-im
posed, like other limits set by the 
office, study, classes and recreation,' 
had to be observed. 

The verdict of "Walk there" was 
not a spontaneous suggestion made in 
the stress of argument. He had' well 
thought out the theory of such prob
lems, and knew that it required cour" 
age in those who would tackle them 
by personal direct action. He would 
instinctively feel that a young man 
should begin his new life on the in
stant and not lose time by "making 
arrangements" or perhaps compro
mise. 

"The chief dutYI of modern social 
workers is not to disinfect the indus
trial '. towns but to. disperse them"; 
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hence one began by dispersing one
self and walking to the land of Prom
ise. The housing problem disappears 
in the country where trees may be 
felled and earth may be trodden into 
thick walls on the adobe pattern. 
Here the cost is not in money but in 
time which all of us have without 
charge. And food. He did not threat
en men with woes but tempted them 

with joys. "Noone should carry the 
cross unless he loves it." 

The last twenty-five years of Fath
er Vincent's life, 1917 to 1943, have 
been momentous in the history of the 
world, and all through that period 
he was aware of the remedy to its 
disorders-so anxious that not one 
word of his should be "idle" that .he 
was ever on the alert. The strain, 
however, was seldom to be seen in 
him. He took no thought for his own 
morrow because he was not a pioneer 
"seIling" his solution, but a prophet 
repeating the Divine solution, one 
that had been on offer for .two thou
sand years. "The first duty of the 
Church being towards God and 
towards leading men to God, and the 
Church not being man's device, but 
God's divine gift for setting the world 
in order," it followed that the priest 
had simply to reveal the immutable 
rather than to attempt to control the 
ephemeral, not to reform and estab
lish new order but to renew all things 
in Christ. . 

How dear these things· were to 
him! However much involved· he 
might become in various aspects·. of 
the social problem he did not lose 

.. 
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sight of· the. first things-which. must 
always·come first. "The Church is 
not primarily interested in man's 
social relations: for the simple reason 
that man's social relations are not 
primary." "Christian social action 
rests on the fundamental doctrine 
that Jesus Christ is not a man sent 
from God, but the Second Person of 
the Holy' and undivided Trinity." 
His enthusiasm for the general code 
of social laws in Pope Leo XIII's 
Rerum N ovarum, and "the unswerv
ing denundation of usury, which the 
Church still promulgates" must al
ways be understood in this light. The 
means never obscured the end. 

Fath~r Vincent's first concern was 
to ascertain and ~ublish the truth as 
it was needed by those who had of 
necessity to· be earning a living in 
present· realities. He did not often 
become more precise over the prac
tical step than when he said "Walk 
there" to the young. man. That is 
how he would have wished all young 
London men to forsake the fleshpots 
of Egypt for the good life of the land, 
that they might possess it. 

o When he heard how Bishop O'Hara 
had begun to preach the same prac
tical steps in America nearly twenty 
years· ago, Father Vincent felt that 
the tide against industrialism had 
turned. 0 "Back to the Land" was per
haps the only slogan that ever ap
pealed to him. It was a practical 
step towards salvation never far from 
his mind. 

Father Vincent in the story of 
"The School of the Harvest Field" 

. (Old Principles and the New Order, 
p. 127) tells of his own first job on 
the land (at Kintagh-Portaferry, 
Co. Down) when he was not more 
than seven years old; "as befitted his 
slender years and stature, he was em
powered to pick heads." A few years 
later during a summer holiday he was 
"promoted to making bands for 
sheaves." Subsequently he was re
garded as "fully qualified to bind the 
reaped grain into sheaves." Forty 
years on he was to write, "At last, on 
an unforgettable day at Ditchling, in 
a field of Hilary Pepler's, I reaped 
Sussex wheat with a reaping hook. 
Deo Gratias." 

In telling of his mother's "funda
mental domestic economy" (Eleven, 
Thank God, p. 23) he wrote, "One 
day, perhaps during the great war, 
the substance of my mother's wisdom 
came back to me almost as an over
whelming vision. Even to my dull 
mind, the great war, in spite of its 
harvest of heroism, seemed little else 
than a great waste-even of its hero

. ism. I was working-perhaps kneel
ing as I worked-on the land that 
lay round my cloistered home at 
Hawksyard, in the rich Trent valley. 
Suddenly I saw the town that man 
made, and the land that God made. 
But I saw that the town as man 
made it was not only unproductive 
but was essentially based on wasted 
material and wasted time. Then 
something began to say, and indeed 
sing within me, 'When we come back 
to the earth as God made it, and as 
God made it for us, we need never 
waste an ounce of material or a 
moment of time.' From that moment 
I have been unable to see the trouble 
of the world save through the eyes 
of Christ." '. , 

From that moment it woulck:seem 
that he felt that divine urge to call 
people out of the. modern cities, out 
of London-"Babylondon"-to the 
freedom and sanity of the land. 

Some who listened to his stirring 
and unceasing calls during his 23 
years'ministry in London, thought 
that his crusade was fanatical and im-

practicable. There are not 
such sceptics left; the necessities 
another war have proved the 
ary far more right than the' 
man of the world. 

Father Vincent always 
from Nazareth-and the . 
Nazareth meant to him the 
away from the complexities and 
plications inherent in city life and 
acceptancy of the simplicities 
primaries of a life with God and 
earth as He had made it. In the 
try alone away from city life with 
"dangerous occasions of sin" men 
women in their families could 
worship God and keep the Ten Com
mandments. "We must worship God 
by the family," he wrote, "which 
'modern housing conditions are slowly 
killing:" . By the integrity and nat
ural' self-sufficiency of the family, 
based upon the ideal of Nazareth, 
the state might refind its soul. 

To Father Vincent, land work was 
ordained in Eden and was so indis
pensable and divine that from it our 
Blessed Lord took no workers-"but 
only the wisdom of parables." 

"As everything needed for human 
life comes from the soil, the human 
race has the collective duty of tilling 
the soil. As the town cannot exist 
without the country (though the 
country can exist without the town) 
it follows that for everyone who 
dwells in a city, someone must be 
working on the land, or the city 
dwellers will perish." 

Land workers are dealing directly 
in primary and real wealth, and all 
their labor leaves the land richer . 
"There alone existence can become 
self-supporting. Wants can be meas
ured strictly by needs. The worker 
can live in the midst of his work and 
can form one of a group of families 
gathered together in aid and defense 
of life, the home and the homestead." 

One warning sounded throughout 
his teaching: "The land-dweller must 
not attempt the development of the 
land with those industrial methods 
which have proved to he the ruin .of 
the town. " (Nazareth and SOCIal 
Chaos, p. 66.) "He must try to ~o 
with the minimum of markets. HIS 
ideal must not be to have as large 
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as possible; but rather ,to have 
small a farm as possible.". He 

as h . t' "Th "'ust nDt IDDk to mee amza IOn: e 
%6re cDmpletely the c~un~ryis me
chanized the mDre dereh<:t It becomes 
atid the mDre drudge-hke becomes 
'~oUntry wDrk." (Old Principles and 
,$eNew Or.d~r, p. 133.~ . 
'. Father Vmcent saw In the return 

't({the land, the 'Only solutiDn to the 
social prDblem. In the sad clash of 
class warfare, the nearest apprDach 
't'O peace and some measure of equal
ity was to be found in the Holy Fath
er's (LeD XIII) message in Rerum 
Novarum: "The law should favor 
j)wnership and its policy should be to 
induce as many as possible to become 
owners." 
. One dream of Father Vincent's 

heart which pDssessed him "more and 
more-and MORE" (as he wrote in 
a letter), was that there is little hope 
'of saving' civilization Dr religion ex
cept by the return 'Of cDntemplatives 
t'O the land. 

It was gradually borne in upon 
him that "the main evil in the bDdy 
P'Olitic and ecclesiastic was a dis
placed center 'Of gravity." (Church 
and the Land, p. 2.) He called 'On 
yDung men tD quit most 'Of their fel
l'OW men "not because you hate them 
'Or despise them, but because you.IDve 
them SD much as to hate the condi
ti'Ons which degrade and enslave 
them"; nevertheless "what will it 
avail YDU tD cease living in Babylon 
if YDU do not also cease living on 
Babylon? . . . Be a monastery, 
then a Monk-a thing apart, aloof 
frDm the world, indeed be a world 
apart, a self-sufficient, self-supporting 
kingdom, and though YDU surround 
YDurselves, your lands, with a high 
wall of brick and a higher wall 'Of 
silence, YDur sermDn will be the heart 
and hope . 'Of all the sermDns we 
apDstles will preach in the daily exer
cise 'Of 'Our craft 'Of Apostle. 

"GD forth, Christian sDul, tD the 
unfallen earth, and there amidst the 
tares and briars sing the song of work 
that is worship. Soon around 'your 
crDft will gather a sheaf of homes and 
homesteads where the Great Sacra
ment may prepare the ploughman for 
the furrow, the monk for the choir, 
the priest for the altar. Dieu Ie veut." 

HUSBANDRY --TO HOLD 

AND CHERISH 

Hflrold Hollsommer 

'AT NO time in our history has the 
, subject of land tenure taken 'On 

mDre importance than at present. 
Cataclysmic changes ate taking place 
in the world. In a few years we hope 
we will be sitting around the peace 
table with Russia, Germany, Japan, 
Britain, and the other cDuntries. 
These countries have definitely vary
ing views of man's relation to the 
land .. Just what will we have 'Of a 
fundamental nature to contribute? 
Just what have we learned from our 
~xperience that might be of benefit 
to the peoples of the ~9rld? 

Our thinking on land tenure is 
greatly confused because of inade
quate and inaccurate terminology: 
What is land tenure? Who has it? 
What is the basis of classifying ten
ures so that we may know how va
rious types of tenures are associated 
with performance? 

Land tenure has been defined as 
concerned with the distribution of 
rights in the use of land and 'the con
sequent effects of the distribution of 
these rights in various forms on the . 
social and economic welfare of indi
viduals in society, both present and 
future. The complete quota of rights 
in the use of land constitutes what is 
legally known as "property" in land. 
Ely commonly refers to this quota 
as a "bundle of rights." These rights 
are divided into two main classes, 
public and private. Public rights are 
those exercised by the government. 
Private property rights may be di
vided among several persons, this 
division being an important feature 
of tenure study. A principal form of 
this is when the owner grants a cer. 
tain number of his rights on the land 
to a tenant for a definitely fixed pe
riod. The forms here are extremely 
varied, ranging from the rights little 
different from those of the farm la-

bDrer granted to a cropper, to those 
of the cash. tenant operating under 
a long-term lease with right of re
newal. 

To whom does land tenure apply? 
All of us gaining a living on the land 
have some form of tenure. This va
ries from the. owner who has the 
greatest number of sticks in the so
called "bundle of rights," down to 
the laborer who has only a tenuous 

connection with the land. There has 
recently been a -great deal of argu
ment over whether or not· the labDrer 
has tenure. This matter might seem 
to be a question of only theoretical 
importance, but it invDlves some very 
practical considerations. Following 
the definition just given everyone liv
ing on the land has some form of 
tenure. 

There are, broadly speaking, two 
schools of thought with respect to 
this situation. With the increasing 
mechanization of the farming enter
prise and the increasing number of 
day laborers there is a marked ten
dency to treat agricultural laborers 
as just another labor classification. 
It is stated that they have no interest 
in the land, other than getting a wage 
for wDrking, hence they could not 
be regarded as having tenure; that is, 
status on the land. The inevitable 
outcome, it seems, of this type 'Of 

thinking is that farm laborers will 
. have to organize to protect their 

labor rights in the same sense that 
industrial laborers have organized. 
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This immediately brings up the ques~ 
tion of conflict within agriculture it~ 
self. In addition, if this view is taken 
it also raises the question of just 
where the dividing line should be 
made as regards status on the land. 
Does the cropper, for example, have 
tenure? When that question is set~ 
tIed, it might be necessary to ask 
whether or not the share~tenant has 
tenure and in these times of consid~ 
erable government control, some ques~ 
tionhas been raised as to whether or 
not even owners have tenure. As a 
practical matter, it would seem that 
the labor conflicts which have been 
introduced into industry by separat~ 
ing the laborers from the manage~ 
ment have not proved entirely satis~ 
factory. In agriculture we are in a 
crossroads position. If a cooperative 
relationship can be worked out be~ 
tween the operator and his tenants 
and laborers, rather than a conflict 
relation, it seems the outcome will be 
much better in the long run. 

The third question concerns the 
classification of tenures. In all of our 
tenure study, what we are interested 
in is the matter of relating the tenure 
status to performance. What is there 
in the particular tenure situation of 
an individual which causes him to 
do as he does? Obviously, if we can~ 
not properly classify tenures, we can~ 
not properly correlate these varying 
tenures with performance. As the 
matter now stands, we tend to classi~ 
fylarge groups of divergent tenures 
together. We say, for example, that 
the cropper's performance is so and 
so, but forget that croppers vary 

greatly in their tenure arrangements. 
The same may' be said of cash ten~ 
ants. The' cash tenant has been re" 
garded in some sections of the United 
States as being next to the owner in 
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status; on the' othel," hand, in some 
sections of the south, the cash tenant 
is below the cropper in status and 
represents the last stage before he is 
separated from the farm entirely and 
thrown into day labor or unemploy
ment. 

This raises the question: What do 
we expect from our relation to the 
land? Is ownership an end in and of 
itself? . 

Independence or freedom in man
agement has been held to be a major 
ideal in our land tenure relations. 
Though this is doubtless acceptable 
to many of us, on closer scrutiny we 
find that such freedom is a concom
itant of various types of land tenure 
arrangements. It mayor may not be 
attached to ownership or to the sev
eral other types of tenure. Independ
ence and freedom of action, on the 
other hand, have been held by many 
to lead to bad results if those who 
are in the position of entrepreneurs 
are not experienced managers. 

We may say that a chance to raise 
one's social and economic status is a 
necessary and desirable requisite/'of 
man's relation to the land. SuCba 
premise obviously raises the question 
as to just what constitutes progress 
in the man-land relation. If owner
ship is the top rung in the agricul
tural ladder, then obviously this 
should be the goal which is striven 
for. Under many circumstances, 
however, the heavily mortgaged own
er who has to rob his soil and over
work his family to escape disposses
sion is not in an enviable situation 
and probably does not signify a high 
economic-social status. Many pros
perous tenants, particularly in the 
Midwest, prefer to invest their profits 
in more livestock rather than in land 
since investment in the former will 
yield greater financial returns. Under 
these circumstances the social status 
of the tenant in the community is 
correspondingly high along with his 
economic status. 

Evidently the problems of tenure 
are highly complex. 'Someone will 
say that anyone knows that the 
southern cropper maintains a low 
standard of living, has a high inci
dence of bad health, is educationally 
retarded along with other lags which 

ate universally regarded as 
sirable. But is it tenure status 
causes all of this? Put it· this 
We are interested, in the social 
economic performance of these 
viduals. What is in their tenure 
rangements which causes them to 
form as they do? Can it be 
that their standards of living 
necessarily related to their 
arrangements? How about 
and education? If their tenure 
rangements were elevated, 
their health and education also be 
improved? They participate little in 
community activities. Would chang
ing these individuals from croppers 
to share renters increase their social 
participation, or is this lack of par
ticipation contingent on something 
which is largely apart from tenure 
arrangements? 

These are perplexing questions and 
worthy of much pondering. Tenure 
is one factor which affects man's so
cial and economic performance. There 
are doubtless many others and many 
of them are interwoven and interre
lated with each other. We know some
thing is wrong but where to start in 
rectifying the situation is a serious 
problem. Man's relation to the land 
and the instruments of production 
appears to be fundamental and prob
ably makes as good a point of de
parture as any. Yet from this it 
should not' be assumed that land 
tenure covers all the factors influenc
ing man's performance. It is only one 
of many, and in itself is a complex 
set of problems. 

Man's relation to the land in mod
ern society is not direct, but is inter
posed by legal restrictions even 
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he is an owner. If he works 
as a tenant, the relation is 
to the land but to the land

well. The sphere of landlord
relations is one in which most 
social processes find expres-

This relation may be one of 
cooperation, domination and 

IlUJ"" •• 'V~' or other types of inter-
but these processes are in turn 

by race, legal enactments, 
class and caste, economic 

previous condition of servi
mobility, education, blood rela-

tionship, religion and the other items 
which characterize men in their rela
tionships one to another. In addi
tion, the item by which man carries 
on his production on the land assumes 
great importance in modern. society- I 

the tools, the credit, the livestock; in 
fact all instruments by which pro
duction is carried on is interposed be
tween the owner, the tenant and the 
land. 

Having canvassed something of the 
individual aspect of land tenure prob
lems, let us look at tre problem from 
the standpoint of the nation, bearing 
in mind that any reforms that may 
be introduced must necessarily be 
within the framework of the national 
and also the international picture. 
With a highly integrated society it 
is useless to try to make adjustments 
which do not fit within the frame
work of the total pattern. In short, 
we have a total number of people who 
must in some way be supported on a 
total amount of land. What are the 
best arrangements for doing th!s? 

Here it seems we are likely to bog 
down in a tangle of divergent phil
osophies. A highly significant factor 
at the present is the influence of the 
war effort on our thinking. Will this 
trend of thinking continue in the 
postwar period? Will we then be so 
concerned about using our man
power to the fullest? If so, we will 
have to revise our premises of thought 
from that of an economics of scarcity 
to one of plenty. Possibly that is one 
good that can come from the war. 

United States agriculture is finding 
itself in the middle of a strange para
dox. On the one hand, there are 
acute farm labor shortages in many 

areas. On the other, there is on the 
nation's fanTIs a gigantic reservoir 
of untapped man-power represented 
by thousands of small, low-income 
farmers who do not have enough pro
ductive work to do. Some thinkers 
regard the situation as natural: shift 
the idle farmers from their farms to 
those. that need labor and the problem 
is solved. It is not so simple as that. 
Most of the idle farmers are not farm 
laborers at all; they are bona fide 
farm operators running bona fide, if 
somewhat small, farms. 

Tenure arrangements must be im
proved if the low-income farmer is to 
produce food for freedom. Landlords 
and tenants should be encouraged to 
enter into written contracts for a term 
of at least two years and preferably 
five years, providing (1) specific des
ignation of the war foods to be pro
duced; (2) protection of the tenant's 
investment in improvements neces
sary for war food production; (3) 
space for garden and ~ ~ciod storage; 
( 4) automatic renewal 'for at lea.st 

the duration of the war emergency; 
and (5) specific designation of yield
increasing farm practices such as lim
ing, seeding legumes, growing winter 
crops, and so forth. 

Local war boards, the agricultural 
press, and agricultural workers should 
inform landlords and tenants of the 
importance.of stable tenure in the 
war food program. Some agency such 
as FSA which has a staff of tenure 
specialists in the field should be 
charged with the responsibility for 
seeing that a tenure program is car
ried out ona large scale. 

The immediate objective of the 
proposed production program for low
income farm families is to produce 
vital war foods. That objective can:' 
not be achieved alone by loans and 
supervision and the other techniques 
mentioned. Beyond these means of 
assistance must be a powerful effort 
to open up for the nation's low-in
come farm popUlation a better way 
of life, a future, a new world of op
portunities. 

THE WOODSMAN 
Florence Hynes Willette 

Where wild wintry elms out-tower the ash 
To lay their dark mouths on the mouth of the sky; 
Where frost is a nettle and wind is a lash, 
I hew down the snow-harnessed forest, do I. 
The trees lace their fingers with purpose their own; 
They lattice the morning and ladder the night, 
And I notch them and fell them, myself alone. . . 
My ax is a quickened keen sliver of light. 
It strikes to the knees of the forest and thunder 
Leaps up from the timber and thunders abroad; 
Bronze doe in her thicket stands rigid with wonder, 
Red fox in his den cowers anxious and awed. 

My strength draws the cross saw, and links of a chain, 
Gnawed out by its rasping, encompass me; 
My will drives the wedges and quarters the grain 
Lest winter take rafters where summer should be. 
My shed chokes with fagots; my house is aglow; 
A whispering hem and a delicate shoe 
Move light on the hearth rug, now quick and now slow; 
A cradle rocks there as a cradle should do. 
Oh I am a woodsman and ever will be; 
By day I besplinter the forest, do I; 
By night with another beside me I see 
The blazing of things that have kissed with the sky .. 
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LET IT'BLOW 
AnthfJny TfJtntlf 

The wind had begun its trek to the 
south. It was a cold, biting, howling 
wind grabbing greedily . the brown 
and golden leaves from the trees and 
tossing them across the furrowed 
fields. The' clouds above hurried 
with the wind bringing a fine misty 
rain. 

The man pulled aside the window 
curtains and looked out. The wind 
splashed the rain on the window and 
tried to sneak into the comfortable 
room. It whined and whistled at its 
attempt. The man pressed firmly on 
the window to make it fit more 
snugly. It felt good to be in the 
house on such a day., 

Thoughts of the past three weeks 
came crowding into his head: the 
silos were filled,the wheat safe in 
the granary, most of the corn in the 
cribs, the alfalfa baled and ready for 
market. ' 

Down in the cellar were rows and 
rows of canned vegetables, dried 
beans, Irish potatoes, a sack or two 
of yams; onions and fiery red pep
pers harnessed on long strings. There 
were large containers full to the brim 

'with yellow corn meal and white 
flour both ground from the products 
of his own farm. He and his family 
would not go hungry-this'winter. ' 

"Let it blow, let it rain-it can't 
hurt me nowl" 

He sat down in thecretonne-cov-' 
ered rocking chair near the open fire-

, place and picked up the rural news
paper. Every column burst with 
news and horrors or war, cities laid 
flat by bombs, ships Bunk in icy At
l1:intic water, armies invading and 
men sacrificing their lives, people 
starving for want of bread. BREAD. 

He thought of what he had, what 
the wind and rain could not take from 
him: his farm, small hut productive;· 
his family, healthy llnd strong; his 
religion, that strengthened; his 
country, a land of freedom from want 
and fearl 

"Good Father in Heaven, I thank 
you with my heart!" he whispered 
as the wind swept across the fields 
carrying his prayer, as it :were, up-
up--up to the THRONE OF GOD! 
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I Am A CDUhfrYPflsfDr •.•. 

Just about the time when the farmer is finishing the task of 
gathering his crops the rural pastor also has his spiritual and 
intellectual, harvest in the annual National Catholic Rural life 
Conference and the liturgical Week. These two sources will sup_ 
ply both the information and the inspiration which the country 
pastor needs to help his people lead a more abundant Catholic 
rural life. 

Catholic rural life is more than just having Catholics living on 
the land. It does mean to adopt the best. the most efficient. and 
the soundest scientific methods of agriculture; it encourages each 
farm home to become as self-sufficient as possible; it seeks to 
improve the economic conditions and better the material welfare 
in general of those engaged in the vocation of farming. but it 
has a higher goal than that. It comprises all that is implied by 
the term "Catholic rural life. II , , 

The NCRlC has always emphasized the Christian way of life 
on the land where the social evils are not so prevalent. where 
parents can have children and bring them up as useful citizens 
of the nation and faithful members of the kingdom of God. where 
a true Christian family life can be had and enjoyed even by the 
poor. By the written and spoken word the Conference has pre
sented time after lime *he wholesome advantages of farm life 
and has revealed the .nany and varied opportunities which the 
family has. in spite of occasional hardships. to find a satisfying 
happiness o'n the land. 

Especially does the Conference offer to the country pastor that 
specific information he needs so that he may truly be the good 
shepherd to his flock. There is no other group concerned so 
intimately with just his work. Here he can learn what can be 
done. what has and is being accomplished in other country 
parishes just like his own. If failures in the past have brought 
discouragement to him. here he shall find new hope. 

The pronouncements of the Conference may be supplemented 
by the proceedings of the Liturgical Week. Recognizing the im
portance of the liturgy in the spiritual life of his people the 
country pastor will encourage them to participate ever more 
actively in the official worship of 'the church. With a little 
preparation they will join enthusiastically in the chant. In coun
try churches the Sunday high mass is still the main parish mass. 
Holydays and feast days may still be kept free from servile work. 
and there is no demand for a 12:15 mass on those days to allow 
the hurried worshippers to fulfill their obligation during the lunch 

,hour. The farmer, has and uses the things for which the manifold 
blessings of the Ritual were intended. litanies and rosaries 
will be recited with fervent faith for farm folks recognize the 
need and value of prayer. The processions of the Rogation Days 
and Corpus Christi will remind them that they are only wanderers 
on the pilgrimage to their heavenly' paradise. 
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REE IN A BUGGY* 

Mtlllreen flynn, O.P. 

year that John returned from 
I began to teach in the 

school at Buckhorn. I was 
young girl, only seventeen 

of age and secretly a little 
of the task which confronted 

then my brown curly hair 
worn either in long braids 
ribbons half way down my 

or in curls, tied back with a 
Now, however, I had to put 

hair up in order to give myself 
dignity and to add to my age. 
curls became braids, twisted 

my head like a crown, or they 
brushed out straight enough to 

. piled on my head in a knot which 
wis held in place with pins and a 
filncy comb. Pin curls made a row 
of little circles across my forehead 
like the edge of a crocheted lace. 
There was then no rouge for girls to 
wear, but I did not need any' for my 
cheeks were ( and are) naturally 
flushed with color. 

My dresses were, of course, long 
ones-at least down to my ankles. 
They were usually made with basque 
waist, full skirt, long sleeves and high 
neck. In winter they were mad,e of 
all-wool cashmere or broadcloth or 
silk taffeta in sober colors of dark 
red,' brown, blue or black. In sum
mer we wore printed lawns, and 
other cotton goods, using yards and 
yards of material. They were very 
pretty dresses. 

I boarded at the home of one of 
the school directors-the Mr. Flynn 
who was one day to become my 
father-in-law. They had a good home, 
served plain, substantial food and I 
had a very comfortable room. The 
four Flynn boys and their sister Mar
garet, who was about my own age, 
were all at home and we used to 
recreate together during the long 
winter evenings. Our entertainment -*With Love-From Mother, Ohap.' IV. 

usually took the form' of checkers, 
dominoes or card. games. Sometimes 
we had leisurely walks for a mile or 
two down the road, or we just s{J'ent 
the time in conversation. Then, too, 
we often visited; at the homes of 
neighbors or . entertained them. 
Thomas Simpkins, another of the 
school directors ( the father of one 
of my pupils who was a boy as old 
as I; now at the age of nearly eighty, 
still living in Jacksonville) , lived 
near and we sometimes spent an eve
ning at their home where we danced, 
had music and sang, grouped about 
the organ, or we listened to the 
Sil1lpkins girl play her .accordion. We 
visited the Peter Carrolls,' who also 
had children in my school, or the
Baders, who lived nearby, and with 
music, dancing and playing of games, 
we spent many a happy evening. 
There were also dances at the homes 
of friends within driving distance. 

Each and all of the Flynn boys 
were good and kind to me, but John, 
perhaps because of his seniority (or 
should I attribute it to his good 
taste?), sometimes asked me to go 
for a walk with him. However, we 
never went alone. Always some other 
member of the family went along. 
We would stroll down the narrow 
country road on nice evenings, talk
ing about the topics of the day, 
planning some other entertainment 
perhaps, or discussing some neigh
borhood news, or just laughing and 
talking nonsense, enjoying one an
other's company. On mornings or 
afternoons when there was rain or 
when roads were particularly muddy, 
John would hitch up his horse and 
take me to school or come for me 
in the afternoon. Or, he would hap
pen to be in the neighborhood of the 
school at closing time and would 
walk home with me and the children 
who came our way. My father al
ways brought me to school .. each 
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Monday morning and came for me 
on Fridays after school, so I .. was 
able to spend my week-ends at home. 
But, occasionally at first, and later 
almost certainly on Sundays, John 
came again and again to see me. You 
see, he was as persistent then as he 
is now, in pursuing any objective~ 
He would sometimes walk over to 
our home, a distance of three miles 
or more; .other times he would ride 
on horseback, and we would visit 
with my whole family present. In a 
roomful of people there was not much 
opportunity for private conversation, 
unless it was over a checker board, 
or while standing about the organl 

We went to picnics, neighborhood 
parties and dances, political rallies 
and to the other forms of amusement 
there were in those times. But my 

fa~her would never permit me to go 
out with John alone, even to' the 
homes of neighbors, since' this was 
not considered proper for girls. Of 
course, there were those who did· go, 
but my father was very strict about 
this. I do not remember that I con
sidered it unusual, and I did notre
sent his regulations' in the matter, 
since most good practical Catholics 
of ,our acquaintance thought that 
their daughters should not· be out 
alone at night. So we young· folks 
went about in groups, and incident
ally we always managed to have very 
enjoyable evenings, and there was 
plenty of fun and laughter wherever 
we went. 

Although the years have added 
lustre to the story which your father 
likes to tell about our first, and now 
famous, buggy ride, the essentials' of 
it are true. He did have a fine horse 
and buggy of which :he ·w~~ _ very: , 
proud, and he did tome ,to: our honie 
one Sunday to take me· for a ride. 
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At that time Minnie Carberry, the 
young teacher of our school, was 
boarding at our home and almost in 
the same breath with which John 
asked me, he invited her to go, too. 
Well he knew that my father would 
never have permitted me to go at all, 
if she were not with me! We drove 
along the country road, and I am 
sure the ride was a happy one. But 
now, your father always tells Mrs. 
Ring that he did not enjoy the ride 
because he was so crowded with 
three in the buggy. He tells her she 
should have offered to get out, since 
she must have known that she was 
not the one he really wanted to in
vite. I was about seventeen then, 
and that 'Yas my first date-I never 
kept company with anyone else in my 
life. 

During those four years I saw 
much of John; we had breakfast and 
supper at the same table each day; 
our evenings were as I have already 
described; and the Sundays usually 
found him at our home. I remember 
one Sunday in particular when he and 
a couple of other young men came 
to call on us girls. As they came up 
the walk we began to straighten 
things and I suppose to pretty our
selves before they got to the door. 
Anna was a little girl of eight or nine, 
and of course she saw nothing to be 
excited about in their arrival. Some
one said hastily, "Anna, run quickly 
and put on a clean table cloth." . 

"Are they so great we have to put 
on a different table cloth for them?" 
she asked in her slow, serious drawl. 
Poor Anna was not to hear the last 
of that for many a day! 

Little gifts from John or perhaps a' 
pound of candy in a paper sack gave 
me as much happiness as gifts of far 
more value might have done. One 
gift which I prized highly was a 
handsome photograph album with 
back of brown padded leather, a very 
elaborate book it was. Later I had 
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it filled with photographs-our own . 
wedding picture and those of my sis
ters, pictures of the babies and of 

my girlhood friends. It was among 
my special keepsakes until it was 
destroyed by fire in 1926. 

So, you see my girlhood was a 
happy one, probably not exciting to 
you of today, but I would not wish 
it to have been other than it was. I 
remained at the Buckhorn School for 
four years and when I left, I went 
with your father to found pur .own 
home in the old log cabin on 'a £Art 
of your Grandfather Flynn's farm. 

As for a description of our wed
ding, I fear you will be disappointed, 
though it was considered very nice 
and was called a big wedding at that 
time. To tell of it brings me back to 
the days of dear old Father Hickey, 
of whom I have spoken before. He 
was pastor in Jacksonville, and also 
took care of the then new Murray
ville parish. Marriage banns were 
published in both churches, but as 
there was no resident priest in Mur
rayville, we were married in the Jack
sonville church, on April 14, 1885, 
at eight o'clock Nuptia1 Mass. Up 
to that time there had not been many 
marriages at the Nuptial Mass, but 
from that time on they became more 
frequent and now, everyone has one. 

The bride wore a dark wine-col
ored taffeta silk dress (which she 
made herself) with basque ruffle at 
the bottom and pannier or overskirt 
puffed and looped full over the sides 
and back, which gave the effect of 
a modified bustle-the fashion at 
that time. Her veil was long of 
white silk net and fastened with a 

wreath of waxed orange 
She wore a corsage of white 
The bridesmaid, my sister 
wore a similar dress of dark 
silk (also my handiwork) and 
wore white flowers in her hair. 
groom and best man wore dark 
blue and had boutonnieres' of 
flowers. 

Your father and his brother, J 
Flynn, drove from their . home 
Buckhorn to our home in their 
carriage and we, with my best friend. 
Nora Daley McEnroe, rode with 
them the eight miles to the Domin_ 
ican Convent in Jacksonville, where 
Sister Josephine had invited us to 
come to arrange our veils, etc., as we 
had no relatives in town at that time. 
(And fifty years later we five were to 
be together again to celebrate the 
golden. anniversary of this wedding 
day.) 

My mother and all of our family 
were friends of the Sisters. My aunt, 
Sister Augusta Gougherty, had en
tered that Community two or three 
years previous to this time, so we felt 
welcome at the Convent, and after 
the ceremony was over, we returned 
there and prepared for our ride to 
our home through a heavy rain; 
which ha:d begun while we were at 
church. The rain continued in tor
rents all day and all night - but 
even such an unusual downpour 
failed to dampen the spirits of our 
guests. Most of them were literally 
soaked through and through-since 
they travelled over miles of muddy 
roads in open big wagons! 

When we arrived home we had 
breakfast. One wagonful of guests 
from Franklin came soon afterwards 
and spent the day, as well as the 
night. On account of the rain, they 
came direct from the church instead 
of going home and returning for the 
evening celebration. You know the 
miles were long ones in those days! 

We had invited more than a hun
dred guests for the evening and al
most all of them came in spite of the 
rainy weather. Among them were 
several whom you all know-old 
friends of ours who have been faith
ful through all of these years-more 
than fifty-eight now-friends whom 
we still often meet and visit. 
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LE WHEAT 

is what people did before they 
about it. 

am sure that the natural and the 
the beautiful. Gothic 

are as natural as birds' 

labourer is a creator, the phil
'". __ .. o~ is a critic. 
p, must get near the heart 
ritlife and country and feeling and 
iVork. It must get in touch with the 
i~ry . old and very simple and very 
real; it must be near folded sheep 
apd gathering of harvests, and cows 
tfedup in a shed, and the dog's 
bark, and the friend's knock on the 
door. And other than this kind of 
thing there is no other true life
material, poetry stuff, or art motive. 

The sights' and sounds and smells 
of the country-all these things 
which I call life-stuff-are absent 
from big cities. I feel more and 
more that I am missing life by not 
living on the ground. 

Life is from the soil. 
H. R. LETHABY 

Catholic Art Quarterly 

The background of human wisdom 
is the ever present consciousness 
that the soil nourishes the plant, the 
plant the animal, and plant and 
animal the human being. Thus, the 
city is built from the produce of the 
soil. When there are too many in 
the city for the soil, the soil and the 
city perish together, as a rabbit bur
row is eaten bare and then poisoned 
by the rabbits. As soon as the soil 
is made the servant of the city, and 
not the master partner in civilization, 
the desert begins. Even useless wars 
and gigantic wastes like the burning 
of forests only serve to understand 
men's madness in forgetting their 
Source of life: Quem Jupiter vult 
perdere dementat prius (Him whom 
Jupiter wishes to fl,}in, he first de
prives of his senses)." 

VISCOUNT LYMINGTON 

Alternative to Death 

There has never been a time when 
man could live independent of the 
soil, that rich source from which life 
is maintained, yet in that mad rush 
to acquire material wealth he has 
sought it far divorced from God's 
creation. In the humdrum of busy 
city life, the breadwinner can 'be seen 
day after day, making his way to the 
shop or store with little more hope 
ahead of him than another day's 
wages. 

City children can not be expected 
to become successful tillers of the 
soil unless they have some knowledge 
of farming and the manual labor at
tached to it. Even, should their fu
ture agricultural experiences be lim
ited to a few acres, the knowledge 
gained through such a course will be 
the backbone of the undertaking. 

Tillers of the soil feel a closeness 
to God, an unfolding of His greatness 
and beauty which no other occupa
tion carries with it. There is a 
fascination in watching things grow, 
in analyzing nature and thus provid
ing for one's self, which boys and 
girls are eager to follow. Gardening, 
domestic science-farming in general, 
with its limitless opportunities ought 
to be taught to our city pupils as well 
as those attending rural schools. 

S. M. G. 

If the military maniacs who 
launched this war were capable of 
learning anything, they'd have known 
that it is impossible to destroy the 
love of family and home. Tyrants 
are conquered at the hearthstone. 

HARLAN MIJ,LER 
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Religion will also be a determining 
factor in bringing about World 
Peace. Yet, we hear very little about 
religion today in the council of na
tions. In short, the nation or race 
which has the best religion will, in 
the end, come out "top dog." This, 
however, will be the religion which 
teaches its followers that good land, 
good children and good brains, as 
well as good character, are the assets 
worth while. 

The curse of the democracies is the 
desire for an "easy life" combined 
with so-called "security." Yet these 
two things never went together and 
never will. Britain cannot survive liv
ing on dominated colonies; nor can 
the United States survive if our col
lege graduates are content with less 
than three children. The hope of 
every nation lies in good soil, large 
families and good male providers. 
The more who till their own land and 
the fewer who live on inherited 
wealth, the better the nation will be. 
We will never develop a strong race 
so long as so much of our radio 
time is devot,ed to teaching people to 
tak~ pills instead of to live properly; 
or "tto worship soft hands instead of 
hard work. 

Babson on Business 

Fifty per cent of the nation's 
children are in the public schools in 
the open country and small towns. 
Three-fourths of these schools are 
one- or two-room buildings, there be
ing 130,000 one-room schools in the 
United States. ,These rural communi
ties are the seedbed of the nation; 
tnly in the country and small towns 
is the birth rate sufficient to maintain 
the popUlation level. Yet it is in these 
same communities that Church work 
is generally weak. Not the Church 
but the public school is the main 
socializing agency in these communi
ties. Therefore the person who has 
greatest opportunity to influence the 
children and youth during their most 
formative years is the rural school 
teacher. It is these same youth who 
will increasingly determine the char
acter of our national life. 

, The Rural Messenger 
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1 remember a statement made not 
'so very long ago by an Australian 
bishop,whose early life hadbeerr 
on the land, to a gathering of Aus
tralian farmers, and this is what he 
said: 

"If you look for a living from the 
farm, the farm will always give you 
a living; but if you look for a for
tune, even a living will 'be denied 
you." 

The tradition of the farmer is 
common to every country of the 
world. The tradition of the tiller 
of the soil and his intelligent supply 
of the needs of the soil and his in
telligent use of the soil in the pro
duction of food goes back to the 
earliest times in the history of man
kind-times wheri man himself 
treated the good earth as something 
more than the dirt beneath his feet. 

. Unfortunately, we have allowed a 
drift from the land and its tradi
tions to develop. We have built up 
a' sort of false philosophy towards 
the land' in which farming figures as 
just one way of making a living in
stead of a way of life in itself. 

J. F. F. REID 
The Queensland Producer 

The events of the times are throw
ing the forgotten truth, that city and 
country form a social and economic 
whole, into glaring light. Therefore 
not oniy rural children but urban 
children should become familiar with 
the many, varied problems of rural 
America. 

MOST REV. ~. J. MUENCH, D.D. 

Two pictures, one showing a dilapi
dated house, the other a field badly 
washed out, were published in an 
Oklahoma farm magazine, which of. 
fered prizes for the best essays sug· 
gested by these pictures. First prize 
went to a Cherokee Indian whose entry, 
brief but to the point, was as follows: 
"Both pictures show white man crazy. 
Make big tepee, plow hill. Water 
wash, wind blow soil, grass all gone, 
squaw gone, papoose, too. No chuck· 
away, no pig, no corn, no hay, no cow, 
no pony. Indian no plow land. Keep 
grass. Buffalo eat. .Indian eat buffalo. 
Hide make tepee, moccasins, too. 
Indian no make terrace, no build dam, 
no give dam. All time eat. No hunt 
job, no hitchhike, no ask relief, no 
shoot pig. Great Spirit make grass. 
Indian no waste anything. Indian no 
work. White man much crazy." 
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That the modern church hassuc
cumbed to the culture and competi
tive spirit of this' materialistic age is 
seen in its preachment of the same 
idea of _success that one hears at the 
noonday service club. There can be 
no century of the common man until 
the church is reconverted to Christ's 
faith in the essential dignity of or
dinary men .... 

Since the church cannot be neutral 
it must be informed. It should know 
~hat labor expects of the church. 

Labor expects that the Christian 
church will have the perspective, of 
history and will be familiar withVthe 
hard-won rights of the workers of the 
world. There is no place and has 
been no time that men have been able 
to' live without labor. Our present 
place . and time exact a tremendous 
amount of sweat. and brawn. It is 
an .hallucination to think that the 
machine age has emancipated the 
worker. Thus far it has harnessed 
him more cruelly to a conveyor. 
Living like a robot, keeping perfect 
sway with the maddening monotony 
of the machine, he is worse off than 
were his predecessors the herdsmen, 
the husbandmen and the handi
crafters. They possessed their stock, 
their land, their tools. Theyplanned 
their work, created finished products, 
and sold them. to their profit. The 
modern industrial worker is bereft of 
all but his \abor. Individually he is 
lost. His status is that of an in
dustrial slave. Only by standing. 
with his brother can he carve out a 
career for himself and security for 
his family. 

O •. WALTER WAGNER 

United Mine Workers Journal 

Last year I never thought of 
. earth except as something to 

on. But in the spring I turned 
sod and planted seed. 
grubbing for weeds and 
things grow-I got friendly with 
land. 

Well, it's autumn now. The 
wasn't big-but fair enough ... And 
something good has happened to our 
family! We've weeded and watered 
and hoped together. And said our 
table blessing over our own harvest. 

It seems to me that my family has 
comeback to some important· things. 
Come back to one another-and to 
ou~ good soil: Come" bac~ to being 
neIghbors wIth' the famIly whose 
garden row begins where ours leaves 
off. 

, We're all closer now. Closer to 
the men whose prayers-so much 
more than ours-are tied to earth 
and sun and the early frost. We 
know now what's in a farmer's mind 
when his fields are sick with blight. 
We know how he feels when his eyes 
look up for rain. 

. Yes, now we know something 
about this earth. Respect it. And 
respect the people who tend it. And 
we know that the fruits of the earth 
which w~ used to take for granted
bread and milk and green things
are hard~earned and hard-won. 

This is our land. As it was so 
many years back-when the harvest 
of the land alone sustained our 
people. 

Our land ... our harvest. 
NATIONAL DAIRY PRODUCTS 

CORPORATION 

People who work with their brains 
alone are "slipping something over" 
on Nature, and as is the rule in suc
cessful enterprises of that sort, they 
pay for their success with their hap
piness. 

Better Homes and Gardens 
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Wartime Meeting 
It is good to see the smile of friends 

with whom one corresponds, the bul
warks of Rural Life in Washington 
and Georgia, Canada and Texas, Con
necticut and I..ouisiana, New Mexico 
and the Dakotas. 

Sisters Work 
The Milwaukee Education meeting 

shows how fruitful were our Insti
tutes for Sisters. We mean business 
in the educational field. Pattern for 
Tomorrow (Bruce) by Sister Juliana 
is but an arrow pointing in the right 
direction. We shall ,have machine 
gun action. 

An Abbot Is Blessed 
September 7, Atchison. Rural pas

tors from everywhere, Missouri, Kan
sas, Iowa, Nebraska, Illinois; etc., etc. 
Benedict loved the mountains, but he 
also trained rural priests. ' 

WOI Broadcast 
September 16. On a bus, an aunt 

was worrying about her niece, a farm 
girl of 17, who had gone to work in 
Washington. Why . cannot parents 
plan the work so their girls can re
main at home and be profitably em
ployed on the home farm? 

Friends 
Of! the Track has three very good 

friends. 
Martin Schroeder, of the Luthera~ 

Church, Lincoln, never fails to· take 
us to the train. 

. Luther Stalnaker; the dean at 
Drake University, is a gentleman and 
a scholar. 
, Calvin Schnucker, formerly of Ti

tonka, Iowa, now of the Dubuque 
University Presbyterian Seminary, is 
a rural pastor after- our own heart. 

The Ladles of the Grail 

September 18-19-20. Theywere 
conducting the very' type of short 
course Institute for city girls thatthe . 
N.C.R.L.C. has been praying for. 

Msgr. Morrison's Celebration 

September 21-22. At Monsignor 
Morrison's celebration and at the 
Class Reunion, how joyful it was to 
meet the old gang, some youthful as 
of yore, a few of us older, fatter, and 
balder. 

VIsitors to Headquarters 

Carl Taylor, Arild 01~£:n,. 

With Friends. at Oskaloosa 
Their simplicity makes them love 

the countryside. 

WOR 

Through the courtesies of Mutual 
Broadcasting Company and the gen
erous cooperation of the New York 
Catholic Charities, on October 31, 
over Mutual's Radio Chapel, a broad
cast was made possible: "The Cath
olic Church and the Farmer." 

Peoria 

At Spalding and the Academy; and 
at Nauvoo, where the Benedictine 
Sisters are undertaking to carry out 
the Aledo Plan of religious instruc
tion. 

Rosary College 

Where, for once, On the Track 
found Catholic college girls mentally 
prepared for a rural philosophy. 

I.lturgy and the Land 

On the Track spoke at the Liturgi
cal Week in Chicago. We hope for 
and we expect results. We intend to 
work along this line. It's in the cards 
for the next two years. WATCH.' 
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Where the Tall Corn Grows 
Finally at work in Iowa. Waterloo 

was the birthplace of renewed interest 
and enthusiasm in rural life by the 
clerical leaders of the Dubuque Arch
diocese. Encouraged by the presence 
of Archbishop Beckman and such old 
friends as Monsignor Wolfe and 
Father Hradecky, Off the Track kept 
on the track from 10: 00 a. m. till 
4:00 p. m. 

Sisters First 

Bishop Griffin and Father Foley 
of Trenton are not superficial. Sis
ters come first. So the series of Rural 
Life meetings in the Diocese, opened 
up every day with a conference for 
the Sisters of the District. When Sis
ters become intere~ted, we are sure 
of success in any Catholic movement. 

Trenton Farms 

Who would think it! The Tren
ton Diocese is a very rural Diocese! 
No big farms, but a lot of small par
ishes, and many Catholics living on 
the land. 

Fu1hermore 

,zPlans are being made'" for • more -
Catholics to settle on the-Land. 
Father Pat Quinl~n said: "There 
will be no big farms within fifty miles 
of New York." That means a foot 
in the city and a foot in the country 
for more families. -

Arkansas Traveler 
So Father Foley called the;Secre

tary. A flying trip through northern 
Pennsylvania: Scranton; a ,talk at 
Overbrook's St. Charles Seminary; 
one at Father Ostheimer's Citadel 
Boys' High School in Philadelphia; 
and a fatted calf at Father Toffo
lini's, St. Paul. 

Friends of the Land 
It goes with "Brotherly Love" City 

citizenship: A very large crowd at
tended the meeting of the Pennsyl
vania chapter of the Friends of the 
Land. 

Erskine Lecture 
The first time ye "flying shuttle" 

had to be dignified, but he didn't suc
ceed. 
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RURAL LIFE IN A PEACEFUL 
WORLD* 

Ownership flnfl'the Land 

Sound agrarianism is an essential 
element for the making of a total 
p~ce .. The Conference holds it as a 
self-evident truth that the core of 
sound agrarianism is the private 
ownership of land. The farmer who 
owns the land he cultivates will work 
more eagerly and willingly and thus 
produce a greater abundance of 
wealth. Property in land makes for 
greater social peace because .it helps 
to equalize the distribution of wealth 
in a nation. He who owns the soil he 
tills wili take pride in himself and in 
his work. Landownership is democ": 
racy's best de tense because it safe
guards best democracy's cherished 
heritage of freedom and security. The 
ownership merely of goods of con
sumption is :qot an adequate owner
ship upon which to build or conserve 
a true democracy; 

The Family and the Land 

The family farmstead is the "hold
ing where the family lives and from 
which it draws all or part of its sub
sistence." On such a holding the 
family becomes a' vital and fecund 
cell of society. Religion is still held 
in greater honor in the home on the 
farm. Family life becomes a common 
enterprise for husband and wife, par
ents and children. The Conference is 
convinced that a great need of the 
times is to build a new generation of 
homemakers on the land-home
makers on full-time farms and home
makers on part-time farms. Healthy 
agrarianism cannot be fostered by in
heritance practices that places a new 
burden of debt on land in each suc
ceeding generation. Home surround
ings should be made as pleasant as 
possible. The farm home should be
come a center not only of economic 
activity but also of religious, educa
tional, and cultural life. 

The Government and the Land 

The government as custodian and 
promoter of the common good has the 
grave duty to seek to . achieve the 

*From Ru·ral Life in It Peaceful World, 
NCRLC, 1943. 
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widest possible distribution of land
ownership. The government must not 
make taxation on the land burden
some. When the war is over, one of 
the chief tasks of the government 
will be to settle men in the armed 
forces as well as workers in defense 
industries on the land. Plans for 
that, the Conference insists with all 
the emphasis at its command, must 
be made now. The present laws on 
land tenure and land use are not such 
as to encourage farm ownership. So 

. long as the present tenancy system 
endures it is vain to speak of democ

,racy. 

The Factory on the Land 

While the Conference recognizes 
that in certain localities and under 
certain circumstances large-scale and 
corporation farming are justified, 
nevertheless, as a trend this develop
ment in our agrarian life forebodes 
menacing evils. The Conference con
demns the introduction of the urban 
factory system with a c()rps of man
agers, foremen, and laborers on the 
countryside. In the face of. such evils 
the Conference issues the warding, 
based on lessons of history,W that 
agrarian discontent, radicalism, and 
revolt are usually the consequence of 
concentrated landholdings: Pi:ivate 
property enjoys sacred rights; but, 
let, it be emphasized, too, that it is 
burdened with solumn duties toward 
the common good. The Conference 
recommends that agricultural labor
ers be paid a living family wage, and 
that they, like other types of workers, 
be protected by society through 
'proper and direct legislation. 

Parity for the Land Producer 

The Conference protests vigorously 
against a system of selling and buy
ing that offers bargain prices to the 
consumer at the expense of decent 
living conditions for the farmer. The 
consumer, too, the Conference insists, 
is subject to the moral law which 
requires the payment of a just price 
to the farmer. The Conference re
affirms its suppqrt of the parity prin
ciple whereby a balance is maintained 
between the various groups in the 
nation. 

Cooperatives and the Land 
Organized on a democratic basis 

and controlled by democratic meth
ods 'cooperatives are among democ
racy's best defenses. By forming 
buying and selling and credit cooper_ 
atives the farmer puts himself into 
the position of being able to exercise 
powerful economic leverage in an 
organized market. In addition to 
economic benefits, the Conference 

, sees in well-formed and well-operated 
cooperatives great social, educational, 
and moral advantages. The Confer
ence admits the advantages and sees 
the' possibilities of cooperative farm
ing in certain localities and for spe
cific purposes when the cooperators 
are the real owners a11Jl managers of 
their agricultural enterprise. Coop
eratives must not allow their organi
zations to be used to play power poli
tics to the harm of other cooperatives, 
the consuming public, or the common 
good. 'The cooperative movement 
must preserve its independence in 
the face of a growing all-powerful 
state. Cooperation can be a Christian 
way. of living only if it is supported 
by Christian principles and ideals. 
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and the Land 

need of the times is a strong 
civilization. The problem is 
much to bring people back to 

as rather to keep people on 
and there make them happy, 

and prosperous. The farm
can do more than anyone 

to bring about this achievement. 
must build up within himself an 

appreciatIcm of his high calling. It is 
calling. In his work he is a 

partner with God. The land which 
l1etills is a "holy land." The soil has 
been committed to him as a sacred 
heritage. Noone in all the world 
breathes the air of a freeman as he 
does if through his industry and 
thrift he has won a landholding as 
living space for himself and his 
family. 

Religion on the Land 

. The Conference would impress 
. upon the farmer the need to give 
religion the first place in .his home, 
and therefore foster in it a religious 
atmosphere by family prayer and 
home devotions. He must cooperate 

with his pastor in the work of relig- . 
ious instruction of his children. The 
rural parish is Divine Providence's 
agency to communicate the spiritual 
vitality needed for good rural living; 
it is the anchor for a healthy rural 
population; it is the fountain head of 
wholesome rural culture; it is the 
natural center for the settlement of 
new families on the land. The Con-· 
ference pledges its full support to 
rural pastors whose daily work is 
dedicated to "the conservation of the 
golden mass-the rural population of 
the land." 

Education for the Land 

Better rural schools and better 
trained rural teachers are very much 
needed. The rural schools should by 
proper choice of subjects and meth
ods, develop, enlarge, and perfect the 
creative abilities in boys and girls 
for the making of a good rural home 
and the building of a better rural 
community. The Conference fur
thermore advocates the establish
ment of diocesan or regional farm 
schools for boys and praotical schools. 
for girls, in which the rural boys and 
girls will receive the education and 
practical training necessary for suc
cess in farming. An agricultural 
school to train men and women for 
both home and foreign missionary 
districts is also something to be de
sired. 

The City and the Land ' 

The Conference pledges its support 
to all efforts that have as their aim 
the promotion of a sympathetic un
derstanding of the respective prob
lems of city and country and the fos
tering ofa spirit of mutual coop.era
tion between rural and urban people. 

Peace Tasks of the Land 

When the war has come to a con
clusion and peace once more reigns in 
the world, the first task will be to 
rush food to the starving people of 
war-stricken areas. The next imme
diate task must be to rehabilitate 
qnickly the stricken agricultural 
economy of nations that have suf
fered directly from the devastating 
impact of the war. 
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Good Nelgh~ors' Land 

Even though Latin America has 
not suffered from the ravages of wars, 
its agriculture and its people have 
suffered for many years because of 
large landholdings and religious, po
litical-social, and economic insecu
rity. To them as brothers in Christ, 
and as good neighbors, we pledge not 
only sympathy but positive assist
ance. 

World· Wide Trade and the Land 

Fully cognizant of the fact that 
there nev:er has been an adequate 
food supply for the nations of the 
world, the American farmer is inter
~sted in openipg, ~m as wide a scale as 
possible, the markets of the world. 

Land for the Landless 

Under proper cultivation the ag
riculturaJ lands of the nation will 
support a much greater popUlation. 
Immigrant settlers of high moral 
character would contribute to the 
wealth of the nation. The Conference 

. believes that the possession of such 
a 'Superabundance of land places on 
tbe people of the United States a 
moral obligation to provide h0111es for 
homeless victims· of war. It urges 
the study of the question and the· 
preparation of plans for financing, for 
the selection of immigrants, and for 
the development of settlements. 

. Land for Catholics 

If we are to have Catholic land 
settlements, and if we wish to fore
stall government ownership and man
agement of the land,.it may be advis
able to promote the investment of 
Catholic money in Catholic land proj
ects. 

Envoi 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference dedicates itself with re
newed devotion to the great tasks 
that lie ahead and solicits the sup
port of city and country people for 
the doing of the things that need to 
be done to make our nation, with 
God's blessing, peaceful and pros
perous. 
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PASTURES FOR THE SHEEP 
Emerson Hynes 

. Five and one, three and six, four 
and three, six and four, five and 
four, two and two, four and five, 
four and three, six and seven, six 
and two. 

No, it's not the chant of the tobac
co auctioneer nor the outcome of the 
country baseball league games. It 
represents· the number of boys and 
girls in ten families, chosen at ran
dom on a Rural Youth Day held last 
October in Hastings, Minnesota. 
Rural youth from several parishes 
in the deanery were present. Rural 
leaders had come to speak on the 
dignity of farming and to lead dis-

. cussions. At one of the sectional 
discussion meetings all the boys and 
girls were agreed that they wanted 
to live on farms when they grew up, 
except one little girl who said her 
brothers made her work too hard. 
So the question came naturally: if 
they wanted to be farm folks,· would 
there be enough farms for them? 
And how many brothers and sisters 
did they have. Then came the 
answers: "Five and one," "Three 
and six," and so forth. There were a 
total of 45 boys and 37 girls from 
ten families. Their farms averaged 
160 acres each. 

What's in store for the great ma
jority of these youths? The city? 
This is one of the most pressing rural 
problems and one to which least 
thought has been given. For what 
is the use of advocating rural schools 
that are rural, and of preparing a 
majority of the youth for a life on 
the land if only a few can possibly 
have farms? The Extension Division 
of the U.S.D.A. has estimated that 
of the total rural youth popUlation 
50 per cent will have to leave rural 
communities altogether, 25 per cent 
can do part-time farming, and only 
the final 25 per cent can hope to be 
independent farmers. Yet other Ex
tension surveys have shown that 
from 50 to 80 per cent of rural 
youth would like to be farm people. 

What Can Be Done? 
Certainly we should not begin by 

compromising our principle that it is 
best for the person and best for the 
Church to have rural youth become 
rural adults. Certainly we should 
not let up on our propaganda for 
rural living, nor lessen our efforts to 
make rural schools rural. Then we 
must diligently make plans for means 
by which our youth can find the land 
and homes to enable them to remain 
rural. 

The rural pastor might begin by 
studying his own parish and finding 
out the, facts. How many farm 
families? How many children and 
what is their distribution? How many 
families without children? How many 
tenants (both Catholic and non
Catholic) within the parish area? 

How many farms which could be 
broken into two or more smaller 
farms? 

The situation is far from hopeless. 
Supposing we take the 82 children 
from the ten families. What could 
be done for them? 

Family Homestead 
It is a disgrace to the parents, the 

community and the pastor if one son 
in each of the ten families does not 
remain on the family homestead. 
Some of the farms might be broken 
down into smaller units, depending 
on the soil and the practicality of in
tensive farming. Perhaps 15 boys 
could be secured for rural living by 
this means. 

Rural Marriages 
It is a disgrace to the parents, the 

community, and especially to the 
pastor if at least IS or 20 of the girls 

. do not marry young Catholic farmers 

in the same or neighbOring 
The grass is rarely greener on 
other side of the fence, but 
youth does not appreciate that 
automatically. 

Rural Professions 

Not every rural youth needs be a 
farmer. The object is to save them 
in rural communities where they can 
have a homestead and be a member 
of a living parish and personal com_ 
munity. 

It is a disgrace to the parents, the 
community and the pastor if the 
most talented rural youths become 
fodder for the city, which is very 
greedy since it cannot SUpport it
self. The most talented youths ought 
to realize fully that it is no sin to 
be a farm~r, and that farming can 
rank as high· in science and art as 
any other occupation. There will be 
other talented rural youths who will 
not want to be farmers. That is 
good, for society has many needs be
sides food. These talented youths 
must be encouraged to become pro
fessional people in rural communities, 
where their services are badly needed. 
Doctors, lawyers, veterinarians, 
nurses, teachers, social workers, ed
itors, county agents, co-operative 
managers and accountants-all these 
and other professions will tax the 
talent of any youth and all of them 
can be and need to be practiced in 
rural communities. But the youth 
will not come back to rural commu
nities unless they have been trained 
to love the land, and unless they have 
the Christian sense of vocation, of 
using one's greater talents for the· 
service of fellow man. Perhaps 10 

of our 82 youths might follow one of 
these noble vocations. 

, Craftsmen 
Every rural community needs 

craftsmen: carpenters, masons, 
blacksmiths (yes, even yet; profit
able if combined with welding and 
so forth), mechanics, cobblers, mail 
carriers and other service occupa
tions. This is where part-time farm
ing fits in. By following these com
munity occupations, another 10 or 
15 of our 82 could be kept in the 
richness of rural living by parents, a 
pastor, and a school awake to these 
possibilities . 
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Vocations 
is not too much to expect a 
or a nun jrom each oj these 

jamilies. . 
Land Committees . 

new field oj responsibility jor 
pastor is the deve!opment 
jor obtaining land. The 

might appoint a Land Com
of practical farmers. Rarely 

the United States is a whole 
" •.. ___ !.J_ Catholic. In most cases 

are many non-Catholics within 
'parish limits and their limd is 

J;?(:haIlgirlg hands. Every attempt 
<"'~nnllll' be made to secure a Catholic 

and eventually a Catholic 
,Owner when changes are made. A 

Possible medium for financing this is 
the parish Credit Union. At one of 
the Rural' Life Summer Schools a 
pastor reported that his parish Credit 
'Union had loaned money to seven 
young Catholic couples, enabling 
them to get started in the parish. 
'Another Credit Union has enabled 
four families to purchase farms. The 
pastor and the parish Land Com
mittee could keep themselves in
formed on land sales and even if the 
Credit Union or a local bank could 
not advance the money, certain gov
ernment agencies might. The com
mittee could at least aid in attracting 
Catholic tenants to the farms. 

Catholic families in the parish who 
have no children and families who 
have large farms are another source 
of land. The parishioners must be 
made aware of their responsibility 
not to hog the good earth. The Gospel 
parable of the rich landowner should 
be read and commented upon several 
times a year. The Catholic concept 
of agriculture is stewardship farming. 
The rural pastor should keep the 
present stewards informed as to their 
obligation to allow new stewards to 
develop. Of our 82 youths, another 
10 might be established through the 
diligence of a Land Committee. 

Catholic Land Associations 
But even with all this care and 

planning, 15 or 20 would still be un
able to plan homes in a rural com
munity. That brings up the idea 
of one of the growing needs of the 
day: Catholic Land Associations. In 
Quebec today old parishes are financ
ing new parishes in new land areas 

and are supplying the settlers from • 
their own sons and daughters. There 
are few rural parishes in the United 
States where that plan would work. 
A Catholic Land Association neces
sitates the cooperation of several 
parishes or dioceses. Such land 
associations have worked in the past, 
and the idea is today being utilized 
by several religious groups. The 
Amish make it a religious and com
munity responsibility to buy new 
land in other territories and to settle 
their surplus children there. German 
Lutheran, Mennonite, and other 
groups are also doing it now, here in 
the United States. Can't Catholics 
also do so? 

Education and Convictions 
I t is well to remember that boys 

do not need to start as owners. If 
there are several boys in a family 
and only one or two can plan to re
main on the home farm, the others 
might be encouraged to go to farm _ 
S'chool and to come, back and work 
as hired men on other" farms in the 
neighborhood. From their savings, 
and with the aid which their ,par
ents or inheriting brothers can give' 
them, they might then begin as ten
ants. But it takes basic education 
to interest modern youth in such a 
long time proposition. It becomes 
attractive only after the alternative 
is weighed. It is hard work to save 
youth for the land. 

The answer hinges on whether we 
are really convinced that the land is 

the best place to live. From the 
standpoint of the nation as a whole, 
the Extension division is correct in 
stating that SO per cent of rural 
youth under our present type oj 
jarming cannot find land. It is also 
true that agriculture in the United 
States is not of the self-sufficient 
village type. American agriculture 
depends for its prosperity to a great 
degree upon being balanced with 
American industrialism and the na
tional income. But even if SO per 
cent of rural youth leave, that does 
not mean that SO per cent of the 
Catholic youth must leave! Just as 
the Amish succeed by education and . 
religious motivation in keeping nearly 
100 per cent rural, so can Catholic 
rural pastors and parents. Are we 
really convinced? 

City Sheep 
Finally, after theoretically dis

tributing our 82 youths, there are 
five or six left. These will go to 
the city. They want penthouses, not 
pastures. 

Pastor's Duty 
Seriously, what has been suggested 

is, that rural pastors must jace this 
~ew problem. oj how to get land jor 
their rural youth who want to stay 
on the land. Both for the sake of . 
str~ng and growi~g parishes and for 
the welfare of the rural youth who 
want to stay rural; it is going to be 
the duty of rural pastors and parish 
land committees to do some serious 
and careful planning in the future. 

LINES WRITTEN ON SEEING A PRIEST 
WORKING IN THE HARVEST 

I saw him bend to. the golden sheaves 
And gather them up in the fold of his arms 
In the month of the mellow of autumn leaves 
And the days that we spent in the scent of the farms. 

, . 

For he thought of his God hidden there in the shocks 
That were thrown to the ground in the wake of the reap 
With the cord on his limbs and the thorn in his locks 
As he raised them aloft to the make of the heap. 

Then I saw him at Mass in the pallor of dawn 
When he bowed to the sheaf that was beaten to bread 
And he made it the God that he'd seen in the corn 
And he lifted it over the gold of his head. 

D. A. L.-The 'Church and The People 
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CRACKED CORN 

Monsignori Are Made-Not Born 

Sometimes a short paragraph or 
two about a man tells more than a 
studied biography of his life. We 
ran across such a paragraph the other 
day in a newspaper that was recount
ing the elevation of a certain priest 
to the Monsignorate and giving a 
history of the parish in which he 
lived. The priest was the Rev. John 
Quack of St. Rose's church,a wholly 
rural parish eight miles north of 
Breese, Illinois, in the Belleville dio
cese. Monsignor Quack came to the 
parish in 1919 and since that time 
has remodeled the church, built a new 
school, hall, and rectory-all paid 
for. But this physical progress has 
been the least of his accomplish
ments. In those years 35 girls from 
the parish have entered religious or
ders and two boys have become 
priests. 

In those years,. through the advice 
and direction of Monsignor Quack, 
2,400 acres of land have been added 
to the parish, that is, his Catholic 
farmers bought farms offered for sale 
and. planted their children or other 
Catholic famiFes on them,Hetaught 
his farmers how to modernize and 
beautify their homes and the home 
grounds with lawns, shrubbery, and 
trees. In this rural community the 
number of families has increased 
from 147 to 165, the number of souls 
from 768 to 925, school children from 
118 to 179, and the number of bap
tisms averages 33 per thousand. In 
1942 there were 13,340 Holy Com
munions distributed. Papal honors 
have come to Father Quack for his 
devotion to his people and for his 
spiritual and social . labors among 
them, but we suspect that he finds his 
greatest reward in looking out over 
his parish and knowing that his peo
ple have not sought other climes and 
that contentment can be found in 
staying close to the soil and to God. 

H. H. Ross 

Peoria Register 

Voluntary Collectivism 
Living, playing and working to

gether, 130 young Americans have 
started another year of study in a 
little school that has proven that co
operative community effort can suc
ceed. They are pupils at the St. 
Anthony, North Dakota, parish 
church school, of which Rev. Andrew 
Kolbeck is superintendent. 

When Father Kolbeck became 
pastor of the parish, May 17, 1920, 
he devoted a large share of his time 
to the school and in 1928 an addi
tion was erected at a cost of $20,000 
to permit its operation on a boarding 
school basis. Almost immediately 
enrollment jumped from an even 50 

\ ,... 

,~~~=~ 

,~'":'~-:-

pupils to 85. At one time it reached 
a high mark of 150, but the average 
was 120. 

When hard times came upon the 
community, with tbe depression and 
the drouth years of the '30's, many 
students found it impossible to pay 
the cost of their board and room at 
the school. In order to enable these 
young people to continue their 
schooling, Father Kolbeck evolved 
a plan whereby each would "pay in 
kind." In other words, each board
ing school student would contribute 
some foodstuffs to the common larder 
so that all might eat and so that all 
might keep going to school. 

At present, only nine children are 
paying the $9 cash cost. Meat, eggs, 
potatoes, flour, milk, butter, bread, 
canned goods or anything that can 
be used for food is brought by the 
youngsters. 

The Bismarck Tribune 

New Precious Fruits of 
The Good Earth 

As an outgrowth of the 
Ul~'l:011pn 

of penicillin, most Powerful 
killer known, a new science is 
into being-the domestication 
micro-organisms, training them 
produce germ-destroying 
that make the most skilled 
chemists appear as rank amateur 
. d s, 
It was reporte at the wartime con-
ference of the American Pub!" 
Health Association. Penicillin is pr~~ 
duced by the green mold, penicillium 
notatum, that thrives on cheese 
bread, the skin of oranges and othe: 
substances. 

Several other micro-organisms have 
been, found to possess the ability to 
produce germ-destroying chemicals 
according. to Dr. Selman A. Waks~ 
man, noted soil micro-biologist. From 
these fifteen new chemicals already 
have been extracted. 

When disease-producing bacteria 
are added to the soil, Dr. Waksman 
explained, they do not survive there 
very long, but are rapidly destroyed. 
This is not because these bacteria 
cannot grow and multiply in the soil, 
but is due. entirely to the fact that 
there are certain agents or organisms 
present in the soil (designated as 
antagonists) which are capable of de~ 
stroying the disease-producing germs. 
These antagonistic agents are stimu
lated in the soil by the introduction 
of disease-producing germs, and the 
more these are added to the soil, the 
more their antagonists multiply. 

Thus, in addition to the science of 
domesticating animals and plants to 
provide man with food to keep him 
well, a new science, domestication of 
germs, is being developed to provide 
man with potent weapons against dis
ease. 

The antagonistic or disease-destroy
ing organisms invariably also produce 
substances that exert the same effect 
in destroying disease-causing bac
teria. Four substances have thus 
been isolated. One of these four sub
stances already has been tested ex
perimentally on small animals and 
found to be effective against various . . " bactena of the "gram-negative 
group. 

The New York Times 
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',:.The name "Beltsville" doesn't 
mean much to anyone outside of, 
Washington, D. c., and the agricul
tural workers at the various experi
ment stations. But it is going to. It 
will be a household word in the years 
to come arid listed as one of the 
places that tourists must see. Belts
ville is where the Bureau of Plant 
Industry, recently enlarged to in
clude the Bureaus of Soils and Agri
cultural Engineering, has established 
its vast research center. It is in Mary
land, on the Baltimore Boulevard, 
about 15 miles from Washington, 
D. C. Here modern and attractive 
three-story, brick buildings, equipped 
with the best possible laboratories 
house the 900 odd scientists and their 
clerical and other assistants, here 
1,400 acres with the horizon for their 
background are given over to the' 
growing of crops experimentally, and 
here five acres of greenhouses are at 
the disposal of those workers whose 
experiments are conducted wholly or 
partly under such conditions. 

The station was started about ten 
years ago, but it was not until this 
past summer that the last of the 
bureau staff arrived. Now all of the 
plant research work of the United 
States Department of Agriculture is 
centered here with the exception of 
experiments requiring large areas for 
field testing or large laboratory space 
and those are conducted at the sta
tion devoted primarily to animal re
search and situate about two and a 
half miles away. Revolutionary 
things go on at the plant indus
try station routinely, considerably 

stepped up by the pressure· of war 
needs. 

The work of the BPISAE is di
vided into eighteen divisions. Each 
of th,ese divisions is headed by a man 
of outstanding scientific attainments; 
assisted by a staff of able men with 
superior scientific qualities and ex
perience, expertly organized for suc
cessful cooperation with state agri
cultural and other research agencies 
to attain the best possible results of 
their particular study. The program 
of each division differs of course to 
meet the requirements of their spe
cific objectives, but broadly the 
studies center around breeding, im
proving and developing superior va
rieties of plants-cereals, grasses, 
legumes, cotton, rubber, tobacco, veg
etables, ornamentals, etc., adapted to 
different climatic conditions, with 
high seed yielding qualities; efficient 
and economical cultural practices; 

,soil productivity studies; disease and 
insect control; Hay., and pasture 
studies and all the ma~y-sided prob
lems involved in passing the holy 
earth on to subsequent generations 
enriched and improved. And all of' 
this sponsored by the nation and ded
icated to tomorrow. 

MARY BURR PI;ETERS 

The Forgiving Grass 
Grass is the great forgiver. From 

the time when the first pioneers irito 
the West emerged from the forest 
lands (')'hich they also destroyed) 
into the prairies, they have ravaged 
the sod. They ripped through the 
long, tenacious cords of its roots 
(often' cursing their toughness the 
while) with giant plows drawn by 
many yoke of oxen, later by steam 
and gasoline tractors. For' them 
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THE MOST REV. FRANCISC. 

KELLEY, D.D., upou his gold
en ordination jubilee. 

THE MOST REV. FRANCIS J. 
HAAS, D.D., Bishop of Grand 
Rapids. 

THE RT. REV. RAPHAEL HEID
ER, O.S.B., Abbot of St. Martin's 
Abbey and President of St. Mar
,tin's College. 

THE VERY REV. JOHN LARD
NER, S.S., Provincial, St. Mary's 
Seminary, Roland Park, Balti
more. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. JOSEPH 
SCHMIDT, former Treasurer, 
National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. 

there was no virtue in sod, only in 
quick-cash crops of grain. 

A generation of dust storms and 
erosion finally brought a tardy 
awakening, and to some extent at 
least a return of the saving, pro
tecting sod. Even now, with neces
sity for larger food supplies becom
ing urgent, there is a hesitancy 
about replowing the rebuilt sod. . . 

~.. Formerly, about all you could do 
with grass, beyond immediate pastur
ing, was to cut and cure itJor hay. 
But in the curing process a large 
share of the nutritive value of the 
grass was lost. 

However, the new knowledge of 
grass management calls for cutting 
the crop earlier than would be con
sidered right for hay, while both 
protein and vitamin contents are at 
their highest, and while a more ap
petizing flavor will tempt animals to 
eat more heartily and hence demand 
less of expensive "finishing" feeds 
like oil-cake or alfalfa meal. This 
young-cut grass may either be put 
into silos or cured quickly under 
artificial heat, rather than being 
slowly dried in the sun, turning 
tough in the process. 

Both these forms of new-grass feed 
are now highly praised as better bal
anced meat- and milk-makers than 
hay, and hence better competitors 
against the soil-exhausting grain 
crops in the important matter of net 
profit per acre. 

FRANK THONE 

Science News Letter 
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Roller Bearing Gardens 
To date really workaJ;lle (postwar) 

plans have not been formulated in 
general, and it is doubtful if they 
will be ready for large scale oper
ation immediately when peace comes 
-if peace comes as soon as we hope. 

Everybody agrees that widespread 
unemployment cannot be tolerated. 
We believe that there will be, sub
stantial reductions in hours, and 
probably below the 40-hour week. 
While we have formulated no defi
niteplan to sustain employment, we 
have given serious consideration to 
the practicability of making it pos
sible for our employes to eat. 

It is our belief that if the com
pany were to rent farming land in 
the immediate vicinity of the plant 
and assume the cost of rent and such 
mass production as could be done on 
a large· scale, as plowing, harrowing, 
etc., small plots of approximately 
three to four acres could be divided 
that would enable the workers to 
grow enough food that they would be 
able to stock or preserve through 
the winter and thus be fairly sure 
of eating. 

This is a sort of "super Victory 
garden" 'idea, and its practicability 

. must be proved. The immediate 
reaction to this might be that such a 
program would benefit the industrial 
workers at the expense of the farmers. 
If the industrial workers are unem
ployed, they have no income for the 
purchase of farm produce. The in
dustrial workers can at least eat off 
the soil and use the earnings of re
duced houts for shelter and clothing. 

The demand for consumer goods 
should afford adequate employment 
for a year or two after the war. Be
yond that point, creation of jobs will 
depend upon technological develop
ments that will have to be worked 
out. 

New construction should start up 
in this country as soon as the war 
ceases. In battle areas which are 
outside of this country, the ability 
to finance new construction is very 
doubtful. Our own staggering debts 
should definitely limit our ability to 
extend credit. 

The economic problem must be 
solved; it needs more effort than it 
will take to win the war, but it must 
be done. • ~< 

RAYMOND AND JOE TRAINER 

Roller Bearing Co. of America 

CHRISTMAS ON THE FARM 
Grace Noll Crowell 

I like our country Christmas; I can see 
The stars unhindered, steadfast, clear and white. 
And at the feathered tip of yonder tree, 
Always there is one star that is so bright 
That suddenly the other stars grow dim
Surely it is Christ's own star lit for Him. 

There is no other clamor to shut out 
The far sound of a bell across the snow. 
There is no ribald song, no raucous shout 
To mar the holy silence as we go 
Along the country lane where sweet and high 
The village church bell peals against the sky. 

It bids us come to worship the same Christ 
The shepherds sought that far-off winter hour; 
And gladly we come, for nothing has sufficed 
To lessen His insistent drawing power. 
We, too, cross over frosted fields to bring 
The priceless gift of reverence to a King. 

By permission of Successful Farming 

Where Do You Worka, John 
Joe Moiso came from Italy 

1920. After working in a 
for several years the urge to 
land got him and he. moved to 
farm which he now owns. He 
with his strong arm for 
cleared his debts in four or five 
and has improved his little place 
both equipment and fertility 
year since. He farms just 5.8 
of land, but he grows about 18 acres 
of crops. The cropping system is 
quite varied: an acre of dandelions' 
Boston and Iceberg lettuce, carrot;, 
beets, snapbeans, bunching onions 
cabbage, parsley. Moreover, h~ 
plants a cover crop on all of the 
ground every year, principally soy
beans· and crimson clover. 

Mr.L. G. Cook, of the New Jersey 
Experiment Station, wrote a story on 
"Joe Moiso, Soil Builder" (New 
Jersey· Agriculture), and here is a 
paragraph which tells its own story: 

"On the back end of the Moiso 
farm there's still a piece of land left 
just the way it was when Joe bought 
it, so we went back to dig out a 
block of it to see what changes Joe 
and his wife have brought about 
since they've been there. We dug 
down about two feet in the place 
where the soil hadn't been farmed 
and cut out a "profile" we could 
bring home in a box. All the way 
down we found a hard reddish brown 
dirt. Then we went up in one of 
the irrigated sections and tried to 
take another profile (in fact, we did 
take one out) but we had quite a I 

job because the soil was so loose and 
fluffy that it would not hold together 
till we .got it in the box. A full 18 
inches of rich black topsoil and all 
made from the other stuff by years 
of good management." 

PAUL WORK 

Market Growers Journal 

Do You Know? 
Over 33,000,000 acres scattered 

over the entire country, that can not 
be tilled or used for pasture or tim
ber, could be used for wild berries, 
plums, cherries, grapes, currants, 
elderberries, hazelnuts and other wild 
foods. 

Science News Letter 
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E ALEDO·PEORIAW AY 

education in a Cath
School, taught by religious 

lay teachers, aware of the true 
philosophy of education, is 

ideal. But unfortunately there 
children located in sections too 

from the Catholic school to 
such instruction, and, sadder, 

there are Catholic children in the 
'city' and rural public schools. In 
suCh instances, the deficiency of re
ligious training must be supplied 
either in· the home or in the Church. 
The Church must take theresponsi-
biIity, either by educating the parents 
to do the work, or by having teachers 
to do it directly, with the cooperation 
of the parents. 

One large rural district in the Dio
cese of Peoria has passed through a 

. period of experimentation, with the 
result that religious instruction for 
Catholic children runs almost parallel 
with the public school classes. The 
Aledo parish is located a few miles 
from the Illinois-Iowa boundary. 
Three missions are attached to the 
home parish: Viola, Matherville, and 
Preemption. Zealous pastors, who 
worked in this scattered section, 
found that Sunday morning service, 
with probably a short instruction 
after Mass, was insufficient. 

Father John T. Shields, pastor of 
Aledo, conducted the first religious 
vacation school of the parish in 1927. 
In succeeding years three- to four
weeks' schools were held, and al
though they were productive of much 
good, Father Shields did not think 
the results commensurate with the 
expense and labor involved. It was 
necessary for many of the pupils to 
make a round trip, in a chartered bus, 
of fifty miles daily during the sum
mer school schedule. A parochial 
school was out of the question, but 
the necessity of giving Catholic chil
dren a practical knowledge of their 
religion had to be faced. 

In 1938, Father Shields asked His 
Excellency, The Most Reverend 
Joseph H. Schlarman, Bishop of 
Peoria, for permission to carry out 
an experiment. For the Bishop's 
sanction, all are deeply grateful. 
Reverend Mother Benedict,Superior 
of the Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Immaculate Conception, was next ap
proached, and she was quite enthu
siastic about the plan. There were 
two main objectives: the education of 
the children in the rural districts; 
and contact with the people of the 
fO)lr parishes. It was a new kind of 
work for the community, but it had 
to· succeed if they were to get away 
from the old method.s" of imparting 
Catholic education in the rural sel>
tions .. With confidence in God and 
trust in humanity the work began.· 
A house was rented for the Sisters, 
and a Plymouth car-the Saint 
Christopher-was donated by a par:
ishioner. 

To the four parishes, which cover 
about six hundred square miles, were 
added the neighboring parishes of 
Keithsburg and New Boston. This 
meant that all Catholic children of 
Mercer County would have the bene
fit of receiving religious instruction. 
In addition, a two-hour period was 
held every Tuesday afternoon in the 
Sherrard High School, in the next 
county. This also gave the children 
from Saint Ambrose parish, Milan, 
the advantages of instruction. 

A course in religion was worked 
out by the Sisters. At the present 
time, each child is given three hours 
of instruction weekly. During school 
hours, with the permission and co
operation of the county superinten
dent of schools, the kindly and gen
erous assistance of principals and 
teachers, and the unanimous consent 
of school boards, the high school and 
grade school children, in most of the 
sections, get release time. This con.., 
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serves not only time but gasoline and 
tires. Those children who do not get 
release time meet after school hours 
in private homes, classrooms, or the 
sacristy or Hall, for their instruction • 

. On Saturday, the children are ex
pected to come to one of the three 
centers: Aledo, Viola, Matherville. 
Saturday is called merry-go-round 
day, and the work begins at eight
thirty and lasts until four. Sunday 
is likewise a busy day, for the cadets 
from the Roosevelt Military Academy 
come then for instruction. 

There are still some children who, 
on account of distance, roads, etc., are 
unable to attend. For them a cor-

respondence course is carried on; 
Father Heeg and Father Nell's 
courses are used; the Catechism and 
Bible History; and the Messenger 
Series. These children are contacted 
once a month by the Sisters. 

The children buy their own text
books. Through the sale of Christmas 
cards, copies of the Catholic Boy, 
Catholic Miss, and Altar and Home 
are obtained for the high school pu
pils. The grade school pupils use 
the Catholic Messenger Series. The 
Peoria Register and Our Sunday Vis
itor serve for reference work. Study
ing these magazines and papers dur
ing class, and taking them home 
afterward, is an effective means of 
spreading Catholic reading. Each 
child has his own Sunday Missal and 

. New Testament. The pastor furnishes 
other materials such as visual aids, 
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charts, projector, books, and papers. 
Every six weeks the children receive 
report cards showing attendance at 
classes, singing in choir, and grade 
for work. Their principals ask for 
this six-week record and they list 
religious training on the public school 
report cards. In 1942 the enrollment 
in the religious instruction classes was 
340-high school 109, grade school 
231. Because the children could meet 
in the public school buildings and 
during school hours, the attendance 
was about 95 per cent. Most of the 
children live on farms; the Mather
ville group belongs to the mining 
popUlation; and now during war
time, parents from many districts 
work in the tri-cities (Davenport, 
Iowa, and Moline and Rock Island, 
Ill.) 

A nonreligious kindergarten is 
held in Aledo, which helps to finance 
the project. The kindness of His 
Excellency, Bishop Schlarman, and 
the generosity of the parishioners 
make it possible for Father Shields 
to meet the balance of the expenses. 

During the first two years, when 
classes were not in session, the Sis
ters visited, the homes. They made 
census calls, recheck calls, visited the 
sick, etc. In' preparation for this 
work, many weeks were spent with 
the Parish Vi:;itors of Mary Immacu
late of Milwaukee. Of the many non
Catholics on whom they called, there 
was no instance of bigotry or dislike. 
Several asked for literature about the 
teaching of the Catholic Church. 
Aside from visiting the homes and 
teaching, the Sisters care for choirs, 
sanctuaries, altar boys, etc. 

A few years back, one priest 
worked alone, teaching as best he 
could various groups scattered over a 
large territory. Now five are doing 
the work; the pastor, assistant pastor, 
and three teaching Sisters. The proj
ect that started as an experiment is 
on sound footing, even though the 
tires on Saint Christopher may have 
to be recapped and a C card for gas 
is necessary. The parishioners, and 
especially the children, appreciate the 
efforts, and all are grateful that re
ligion may be fostered without fear 
in our country. 
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BRINGING FORTH FRUIT· 

Ann C()nwflY 

SAINT MONICA did not find the 
Cross as Helen did, nor did she 

lead troops to battIe like Joan of 
Arc. Her, sanctity presented nothing 
externally spectacular except the 
miracle of devoted life possible to 
every wife and mother. By patience, 
prayer, and perseverance, Monica 
kept alive the simple but sublime am
bition of saving the souls of her hus
band and children. 

Because the church during the cen
tury in which she lived had been out 
of the catacombs but a short time, 
society in Tagaste, North Africa, was 
oddly mixed. Believers, accepted by 
the pagans as' equals, mingled freely 
with unbelievers, and thus absorbed 
them slowly into their Christian cult. 
Monica, who with her sisters had 
been reared by an old servant womaJ!.;' 
left the Christian home described by 
Saint Augustine to become like many 
another young girl in the fourth cen
tury, the wife of a pagan. Patricius, 
a Roman officer of great distinction, 
was to be her husband. 

That patience, which later became 
the mainstay of her character, Mon
ica practiced very early in her mar
ried life. Patricius, although notable 
for many fine qualities and regarded 
as a man of honor, possessed a violent 
temper, and had little sense of moral
ity. Monica knew full well his disso
lute ways, yet she never reproached 
him, suffering silently the deep grief 
of infidelity. Rather she prayed for 
him, beseeching God to show him the 
truth. As if sensing something of his 
wife's holiness, even when he wa,s 
most angered by her almsgiving and 
her habits of prayer, he never harmed 
her, but, on the contrary, held her 
in a sort of reverence. 

By her sweetness and patience 
Monica became an example to her 
worldly and pagan neighbors. Con-

*The third in a series by students of St. 
Mary's College of Notre Dame.' 

sidering Patricius her lord and master 
when he made her the subject of his 
tirades, "she .learned," says Saint 
Augustine, "not to resist . . . even 
in word." After Patricius had spent 
his anger,Monica would speak, pa
tiently presenting her arguments un
til her husband was finally appeased. 
Augustine tells us that those neigh
bors who followed her advice "found 
good and returned thanks; those who 
obs~rved it not, found no relief and 
suffered." 

Besides bearing the sorrow Patri
cius caused her, Monica also endured 
the trial of his mother's unjust an
tipathy. So great was her meekness 
and constant respect toward this 
difficult woman that she finally had 
the consolation of counting her among 
her closest friends. 

Unlike sa many women who fit
fully practiced charity, Monica per
severed in the face of all opposition. 
Besides being always gentle in word, 
she consistently went about doing 
good in both material and spiritual 
ways. 

As a reward for her years of con
stant prayers and steadfast, gentle 
love for him; Monica had the joy of 
hearing her pagan husband request to 
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Christian. After his bap
renounced all wickedness, 

the remaining months of his 
the ideal husband ~on-

always desired. Surely de
grief over his death, she 

that through her loving pray
had won heaven. 
know little of Perpetua, Mon

IJ!LL1!51Jlev', but extant accounts 
Navigius, Monica's son, 

his mother's love of Chris-
and its qualities. But it was 

her other son,. who was 
Monica so many trying years 
before she was able to con

him. The prelude to his becom-
one of the Church's greatest doc
. and saints was a period of con

suffering for his mother. His 
turning to God was accomplished 
through means of natural psy

Cnologllcal influence, but through the 
"himvers and tears" which he later 

lovingly described. 
'The long fight for Augustine's soul 

commenced early, for Patricius had 
refused to have him baptized. Nev
ertheless, he allowed Monica to rear 
the boy as a Christian. Once while 
Augustine lay critically ill, Patricius 
promised Monica he could receive the 
sacrament. How near Monica must 
have thought her goal! Yet without 
knowing it, she was to face disap
pointment which was to be followed 
by years of others before her son 
would finally be numbered among the 
children of light. As soon as Augus
tine recovered, Patricius rescinded his 
promise and even when Augustine 
was ready to begin his advanced 
studies, he still had not been bap
tized. 

The sorrow of this failure clouded 
Monica's happiness in the immense 
intellectual capacities of her son. 
Patricius must be obeyed. Since he 
wished Augustine to advance in the 
world and Tagaste had no reputable 
law school, their son must go to ~tudy 
in Carthage, the famous city of learn
ing-and wickedness. One can imag
ine the grief of Monica, who, after 
her hu~band's death, . had to bear 
alone the stories of her son's fall into 
the deepest and most degrading sins. 
Then came tales of his great con
ceit in his talents. All Carthage ap-

plauded him. This led to the loss of 
Augustine's greatest possession, his 
growing faith in the beliefs of his 
mother. First he, questioned her 
Christian teaching, then renounced 
it completely. Shortly afterward he 
eagerly accepted the doctrines of the 
prevalent heresy of Manicheanism. 
Although Monica was deeply grieved, 
she continued to entreat God for the 
salvation of her son's soul by her 

. fasting, prayers, and tears. 

After finishing his studies at Car
thage, Augustine returned to Tagaste 
to teach rhetoric. It must have torn 
Monica's heart to treat her son with 
apparent coldness, but because she 
considered him spiritually dead, she 
refused him admission to her house. 
It was only after a divinely inspired 
dream gave her new hope of Augus
tine's eventual conversion, that she 
recalled him to her. The dream 
seemed confirmed by the encourag
~ing words of a great bishop who said 
to her, "It is not 'possible that the 
son of these tears shall ~erish." 

Meantime, Augustine convinced 
himself in his va~ity that his intellec- , 
tual ability had little scope for de
velopment in Tagaste. Thus at twen
ty-nine, he determined to go to Rome. 
Monica opposed the plan, fearing 
that it would lead Augustine farther 
than ever from the faith. When 
Augustine persisted, however, she de
termined to accompany him. Thus it 
was that she went to the port of em
barkation. Augustine' resorted to 
stratagem, and, after telling Monica 
that he must go to the dock to bid 
farewell to departing friends, he set 
sail for Rome while his mother knelt 
in prayer in the Church of Saint 
Cyprian. 

Surely even a very good woman 
would, in such circumstances, give up 
the fight for the soul of so hard
hearted and treacherous a son. But 
not Monica. When Augustine, still 
opposing her, fell critically ill of 
fever, he was saved by the continuous 
prayers of his mother who did not 
even know of his sickness. As he 
later wrote, God could not "despise 
and reject the tears of such, a one." 

Upon his recovery, A ugustin,e 
opened a school in Rome, leaving 
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shortly afterward for Milan where 
he intended to teach. It was here 
that he met Saint Ambrose, who con
vinced him of the fallacies of the 
Manichean doctrine. Augustine, how
ever, still lacked the courage to accept 
the Catholic faith. 

Monica, hearing that Augustin,e 
was in Milan, immediately made the 
difficult journey to be with him. Upon 

., ~rriving she at pnce perceived the 
q;.Change wrought by Ambrose and re

doubled her prayers and her tears. 
When his sch90l at Milan closed, 

Augustine with' Monica and some of 
his friends retired to a country house 
to continue their studies. It was 
here that Augustine finally saw the 
light. . After seventeen years Monica's 
prayers and tears had been rewarded. 
Her son, after taking a vow of celi
bacy, was baptized by Saint Ambrose 
in Milan, on Easter Sunday in the 
year 387. 

The party decided to return to 
Africa, but had to await a boat at 
Ostia. It was here that Monica knew 
she was to die. She said to Augus
tine on this occasion, "One thing 
there was for which I desired to lin
ger for a while in this life-that I 
might see you a Catholic Christian, 
before I died." 

Her great patience and steadfast 
perseverance had accomplished her 
end. She had "no further delight in 
anything in this life," Augustine tells 
us. Begging her son to remember her 
at the altar, she died in peace. She 
had accomplished her work, "in pa
tience bringing forth fruit." 
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CONFERENCE AFFAIRS 

We Mourn • •• 
THE VERY REV. MARTIN O'MALLEY, C. 

M., President, Kenrick Seminary, ,St. 
Louis. 

MISS AGNES REGAN, former Executive 
Secretary, National Catholic Welfare 
Conference, Washington, D. C. 

MR. COURTENAY DINWIDDIE, E~ecu. 

tive Secretary, Emergency Commit. 
tee for Food Production. 

WARTIME MEETING 

Where Work Counts 

In each Diocese through each Di
rector, under the supervision and 
leadership of the local Ordinary, now 
we know we are going places. En
thusiasm and real, cooperative spirit 
were suberabundantly shown at the 
Milwaukee meeting. 

Ray Miller and the BIg Three 

Goss, Patton' and Smith-in a 
friendly, but hot debate, all im
pressed, all impressing, with Ray Mil
ler and Bishop Muench to summar
ize, control and pray for peace-did 
make history. 

From the Minutes 

A statement of principles and 
methods for postwar rural life was 
adopted by the members of the 
NCRLC in National Convention. 
This statement is being published in 
pamphlet form under the title "Rural 
Life in a Peaceful World." (Details 
on back cover page.) 

The Executive Secretary gave a 
detailed report of the Conference 
program for the past year, including 
the growth and needs. Mimeographed 
copies may be obtained by writing to 
the Headquarters offices at Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

The autonomy of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference Di
rectors was discussed. It was agreed . 
that the directors should plan pro
grams for Rural Life Directors' meet
ings, and that such programs should 
be developed as a part of the annual 
convention. It was also agreed that a 
method of procedure should be devel
oped and written into the constitution 
and by-laws, and that the Rural Life' 
Directors should be defined as the 
vital element in the program of the 
NCRLC. By resolution, the diocesan 
directors selected their own chairman, 
who' automatically became the first 
vice president of the Conference. 
Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan was re
el~cted to both positions. 

The work of preparing aDfI pub
lishing a Manual for Diocesan Direc
tors, under the direction. of Father 
Quinlan, Father John Heinz, and 
Dr. Thomas A. Howard, is to be un
dertaken. 

A Manual for Rural Pastors, as 
suggested and outlined by Prof. Em
erson Hynes. was also recommended. 

To and From Landis 
Dr. Benson Y. Landis 
King Avenue Methodist Church 
Columbus, Ohio 
REGRET SINCERELY LOCAL PRESSURE 
FORBIDS ATTENDANOE YOUR CON
FERENCE STOP IF YOU PROTESTANTS 

. WISH TO SUOCEED IN IMPROVING 
RURAL CHUROH Al'jD PEOPLE YOU 
MUST UNITE YOUR! EFFORTS STOP 
NCRLC PLEDGES YOU AT ALL TIMES 
GOOD WILL AND COOPERATION. 

L. G. LIGUTTI 

National Catholic Rural Life Con-
ference 

Pfister Hotel 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
TOWN AND COUNTRY OF THE HOME 
MISSIONS COUNCIL AND THE FEDERAL 
OOUNDIL OF CHURCHES REPRESENT
ING 25 RELIGIOUS BODIES I SEND TO 
YOUR CONFERENCE BROTHERLY 
GREETINGS STOP WE RECOGNIZE 'l'HE 
DISTINCTIVE OONTRIBUTIONS BY THE 
CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE MOVEMENT 
STOP WE FEEL WE HAVE MANY COM
:r.fON INTERESTS WITH YOU AND THAT 
WE SHALL BE ABLE TO OOOPERATE 
WITH YOU. 

BENSON Y; LANDIS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Term to expire In 1944 

Dr. O. E. Baker 
Rev. Howard Bishop 
Mr. Frank Bruce 
Catechist Margaret Campbell 
Mr. F. P. Kenkel, K.S.G. 
Miss Miriam Marks 
Rt: Rev. Msgr. Wm. T. MUlloy 
Most Rev. J. H. Peschges, D.D. 
Rev Patrick T. Quinlan 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Leo J. Steck 
Dr. John P. Treacy 
Rev. L. N. Zirbes 

Term to expire in 1945 

Dr. Thomas J. Arceneaux 
Rev. Hubert Duren 
:Rev. Thomas W. Green 
Rev. John Heinz 
Very Rev. George J. Hildrier 
Rev. John LaFarge, S.J. 
Mr. Joseph Matt, K.S.G. 
Rev; Joseph H. Osdick 
Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, D.D. 
Rev. Martin Schirber, D.S.B. 
Rev. Rudolph B. Schuler 
Rev. Arthur W. Terminiello 

Terll\ to expire in 1946 

Rev. James A. Byrnes 
Rev. George' A. Esterguard 
Very Rev. Msgr. H. Lerschen' 
Rev. Raymond R. Marchino 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ferdinand Mock 
Rev. George M. Nell 
Rev. John C. Rawe, S.J. 
Miss Pauline M. Reynolds 
Mr. Martin Salm . 
Very Rev. Msgr. H. B. Schnelten 
Most Rev. C. D. White, D.D. 
Miss Dorothy Willmann 

NCRLC Regional Directors 

No.1, Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan 
No.2, Very Rev. Msgr. H. Ler

schen 

THE GOOD WAY OF LIFE 
Presidential Address 

-
Delivered at the Wartime Meeting 

of the National . Catholic Rural LI~e 
Conference by the Most Reverend A. 3· 
Muench, President, October 12, 194 , 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

CopIes available to members up' 
on request. 
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AND FROM THE EDITORS 

mother sent me a clipping on 
~'meeting of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference at the Mor
rison Hotel in Chicago. The idea oj 
tke back-to-land jor soldiers plan is 

. a very good idea. I jor one will be 
.one oj the soldiers to go back to the 
land. Perhaps a suggestion would be 
in order. Some kind of a saving 
co-op. could be started and publicity 
could. be sent through the chaplains 
of the army. Let us say that out of 
the'vast army we can find only ten 
people who can be grouped together 
on such a plan. Let us put a share 
at $100 and let us say that only $10 
a month is all a man can afford. In 
ten months' time you will have 
$1,000. I am in favor of one of the 
Benedictine A~beys starting the 
project. Or perhaps one Catholic 
parish would start it. Another idea 
would be some Catholic Mission in 
the South such as the state of Ten
nessee. Or maybe one wants to get 
nearer to a large city for employ
ment in a large factory. To show you 
that I mean well and really am in
terested in the idea for soldiers' small 
farms, I will send you a monthly 
unit to be applied to the first share 
of such a plan. 

Very truly yours, 
PVT. JOHN M. KILCULLEN 

Forwarded to Us: 

Dear Mr. McMillan: 

If you don't receive Land and 
Home, it will pay you to have your 
name put on the subscription list. 
Sister M. Irena is the art editor and 
is doing a job in agricultural illustra
tion deserving of much wider circula
tion. 

EDWARD A. RUMELY 

Dear Monsignor: 
We heartily agree with you in en

deavoring to promote rural life and a 
practical knowledge of its require
ments. Our faculty of nine Sisters 
can justly appreciate the necessity 
of a knowledge of rural life and the 
advantages of a home on the land, 
since seven out oj nine have been 
reared and educated on Iowa and 
Illinois .farms. 

SERVITE SISTERS 

Dear Father Ligutti: 
The importance of part-time farm

ing should be emphasized. It is prob
able that by this time there are about 
as many people in the nonfarm popu
lation as in the farm population. The 
membership of the Grange, for ex
ample, is now composed in large part 
of these nonfarm people who cherish 
rural ideals of life although they are 
not actually living on farms. I under
stand that a large proportion of the 
subscribers to the "Country Gentle
man" and to other farm papers con
sist of these suburban and village 
people who are interested in garden
ing and in the occupation of agricul
ture even though they do not prac
ticeit. 

It seems to me probable that the 
number of such people will increase, 
while the number of farmers will de
crease, as actually occurred between 
1930 and 1940. 

I believe that a large number of 
people in this rural nonfarm popu
lation would take a deep interest in 
the ,Catholic rural life program if 
they were made aware of it. 

DR. O. E. BAKER 
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Gentlemen: 
I am a Catholic. Working ac~oss 

the desk from me in The Daily Press 
office is Mr. Smith, a non-Catholic 
and the farm editor of the paper. 
I've told him what little I know 
about your activities and with me he 
has observed the more or less limited 
farm activities carried on at St. Bene
dict's College over at Atchison, Kan. 
. Mr. Smith recently told me of a 

conversation he ,had with one of the 
Missouri county extension agents, 
also a non-Catholic, who expressed 
the opinion that the future of Amer
ican agriculture rested in the hands 
of the Catholic Church and the va
rious cooperative movements it is 
sponsoring for the benefit of the 
farmer. 

All of which leads up to the point 
of this letter: Why. doesn't your 
organization provide the secular press 
with publicity material? Knowing 
something of what your organization 
has done and is doing, I am sure that 
the secular press-especially that sec
tion of it large enough to have farm 

'pages or farm editors-would wel
come information in the form of . , 
weH~prepared news releases. 

It seems to me that we Catholics 
are too hesitant in letting the general 
public know just what we are accom
plishing as a group for the general 
welfare of all peoples regardless of 
creed or color. 

GENE SULLIVAN 

Rt. Rev. Monsignor: 
Our unit on farm life is progressing 

... We are making a real integrated 
study of the farm through English 
(both composition and literature), 
geography, American history (finding 
heroes who came from the farm and 
studying events as they affected agri
culture), science (crop rotation and 
soil conservation, erosion, etc.). Re
ligion fits in gloriously. We are study
in the Saints and realizing that the 
greater number were born and bred 
on farms; this would seem to prove 
the advantage of a rural environment. 
Besides this we have been looking up 
all the Gospel references that relate 
to the farm. The whole thing is really 
thrilling. 

SISTER L. A. 

115 



IN THE BEGINNING 
AND AFTER 
PlfJCfJpius Neuzil, o. S. 8. 

BEFORE the fall of the first man, 
that is, before the first sin on 

earth was committed, there was a Par
adise on earth. We read in the Holy 
Scriptures: "And the Lord God had 
planted a paradise from the be
ginning: wherein he placed man 
whom he had formed." Gen. II. 8~ 
And farther on in verse lScth the 
Holy Scripture continues: "And the 
Lord God took man and put him 
into the paradise of pleasure, to 
dress it and keep it." It was only 
after his disobedience to the com
mand of God that Adam, who was 
created to spend his life in the para
dise of pleasure, heard the words: 
"Because thou hast hearkened to the 
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of 
the tree whereof I comanded thee 
that thou shouldst not eat,cursed 
is the earth in thy work; with labor 
arid toil shalt thou eat thereof all 
the days of thy life. Thorns and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; 
. . . in the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
to the earth, out of which thou wast 
taken: for dust thou art and into 
dust thou shalt return." Gen. III. 
17-19. "And the Lord God sent 
him out of the paradise of pleasure, 
to till the earth from which he was 
taken." Gen. III. 23. 

Before his disobedience to God 
man's occupation was to be in the 
paradise of pleasure; after his dis
obedience, man was to eat his bread 
in the sweat of his face. The earth 
was cursed -for him by t1!e most just 
God. Thorns and thistles were to 
be the natural growth of the earth, 
unless man clear it and keep it 
away in the sweat of his face. Fol
lowing up the testimony of the 
Scripture, or the history of mankind 
and our own experience, we shall 
find invariably, that a man, no matter 
what his occupation on earth may 

be, so long as he is faithful to his 
Creator, keeps His law in his mind 
and in his heart, is generally happy. 
This is true so much the more in this 
country of ours, where man is left 
"free in the pursuit of happiness." 
This is particularly true in rural 
life, where man lives far away from 
the noise and b1!stle of big cities; 
where he feels more that he is his 
own master, responsible more to him
self than to anyone else. There 
his labor, although given to him as 
a penance, may even turn into 
pleasure, inasmuch as he feels that 
by his labor he will increase his own 
comfort' and that of those who are 
dear to him. 

History teaches that labor hon
estly done makes happy not only in
dividuals but also whole nations. 
The ancient Romans were strong, 
their armies victorious, as long as 
their citizens depended on the labor 
of their hands in their fields. Then, 
going to war,and facing battles, 
they fought for their own, for their 
homes and for their country', which 
were dear ·to them. But we see that 
just before the decline of the great 
Roman Empire, the mode of life was 
greatly' changed. The small indi
vidual farms disappeared and coa
lesced into large estates, owned by a 
few rich individuals and .worked by 
slaves. Labor was degraded and it 
was.a shame for anyone who had to 
perform it. The slaves doing the 
work not for themselves but for their 

master, who frequently was a very 
cruel master, were not enthusiasti 
about their labor. When Ro~ 
armies began to be recruited frOIll 
the ranks of slaves rather than frolll 
the ranks of real Roman citizens 
they ceased to be victorious, and th~ 
Empire fell. 

On the ruins of the vast Roman 
Empire there settled a new people 
not civilized, not educated, but stron~ 
in organization and in the determina_ 
tion to hold what they had snatched 
from the former effeminate owners. 
Now, civilization either ceased, or it 
could not defend itself. A new fu~ 
ture was ahead of the new nations 
A new course was to be' given t~ 
world's history. Who and where 
was the man strong enough and wise 
e~ough ,to effect the task? Divine 
Providence selected such a man who, 
without his own intention or aspira
tion, became a fitting instrument for 
the task in the hand of God. This 
man was Benedict of Nursia. 

Coming from the ancient noble 
family of the Scipios, possessing a 
bright Roman mind, highly cultured 
by Christianity and true piety, a 
man of great faith and equally strong 
confidence in the benign assistance of 
God and; above' all, guided by the 
light of the Holy Spirit, contemplat
ing around himself the ruins of the 
power and' glory of Rome, set for 
himself a very simple purpose. 
"Should the whole world perish, I 
shall try tosavemyselfl" His 
Christian education, intensified by 
deep faith, showed him that the end 
of all creation and also his own self, 
was to glorify God, his Creator, by 
a perfect submission to Him-and by 
fulfilling His holy will, in every
thing. This he determined to do. 
His strong Roman character, assisted 
by the grace of God, helped him to 
carry out his determination. 

Entering a cave which was di~
cult of access and depending for hIS 
temporal sustenance entirely on the 
Providence of God, he for three long 
years individually tried to carry out 
what he firmly 'believed to be the 
only purpose of his life on earth-:-to 
praise God by prayer and medIta
tion on His holy law. No doubt, 
during this time of preparation, 
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numerous temptations were not 
wanting, but overcoming them all, he 
came out as a victorious athlete of 
God, ready to do whatever divine 
Providence might demand of him. 
In the course of time, he was dis
covered in his cave by some simple 
shepherds and becoming more closely 
acquainted with them, he taught 
them the first simple truths of the 
Christian religion. This led to a 
close friendship, which resulted in 
this, that Benedict expounded to his 
friends the' principles of higher 
Christian perfection. This brought 
on a desire to remain constantly in 
the company of their teacher whom 
they began to love and esteem highly, 
and their teacher rejoiced that he 
was able to make others know and 
love God better. His first purpose 
remained unchanged-to praise' and 
love God always in prayer. Yet, it 
had to be enlarged somewhat. Since 
more were now to live together, they 
could not depend on a continual 
miraculous provision of God for their 
daily food, for which they should 
work. Hence, the manner in which 
they should live was to consist in 
these two very simple occupations: 
"Pray and work"-"Ora et laboral" 
Pray to God-praise Him, since for 
that you were placed into this world; 
and work also at whatever is neces
sary to preserve your earthly life, so 
as not to become a burden to others 
and so as to be able to help such as 
might at times need your help. 

In performing the first part of 
man's duty-:-praising God by prayer 
as the highest, supreme and . most 
perfect being-as our Creator and 
Lord, as our loving heavenly Father 
and greatest benefactor, we render 
to Him due honor, due glorification 
and due thanksgiving. If we and 
others need His grace and help, we 
must ask for that in humble prayer. 
That we might be able to do this 
continually, we must by our work 
provide such things as are necessary 
to preserve our earthly life. Hence 
the necessity of labor from which 
none of the brethren were to be ex
empted. Whether noblemen or 
slaves, if they wish to lead the life 
of Christian perfection, such as their 
teacher, Benedict, understood it, 
they must work. Labor in a mon
astery of St. Benedict ceased to be 
a sign of reproach, but on the con
trary, it was ennobled, not only by 
its purpose in that it made possible 
a" . constant praise of God, but also 
because it was performed,by a broth
er coming from a noble family, no 
less than by the Abbot,. who, as 
Father of the community holds in' 
the monastery the place of Christ. 
At the same time, manual labor in 
the monastery, being well regulated 
and conscientiously performed, had 
its material value and it not only 
provided sustenance for the monks, 
but it also provided means of assist
ing the poor who sought help in the 
monastery. All this was made pos
sible by the manual labor performed 
in every Benedictine monastery. 

These things were noticed in the 
first place by those who had the re
sponsibility for the spiritual and ma
terial welfare of others, namely the 
bishops. They tried to secure· the 
benefits of this new school of social 
life for those under their charge, and 
they asked St. Benedict to establish 
monasteries of his Order in their 
dioceses. Thus it happened that in 
a comparatively short time there were 
few dioceses that did not have at 
least one Benedictine monastery. 
These monasteries were built from 
the very foundations, or old mon
asteries, conducted in the antiquated 
manner of former times, changed 
over to the Rule of St. Benedict. 
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Passing over the history of many 
centuries of Benedictine activity 
(some historians put down the year 
1943 as the end of the 14th century 
since the death of St. Benedict), let 
us turn our eyes to our own time 
and to our own country. 

Modern people turn away with 
disgust from hard manual labor. 
They prefer the so-called white
collar occupations. This situation is 
becoming almost as acute as it was 
in the Roman Empire at the time of 
its decline and final dissolution. 
What can make a decided change in 
this very sad condition of rural life? 
What can make rural life easier to 
live? What ideals can we offer rural 
youth to prefer the country to the 
city and its amusements? 

A satisfactory answer to these and 
similar questions, . in our humble 
opinion, could be given by men who 
understand the motto of St. Bene
dict: "Ora et labora." "Pray and 
work!" Love to pray and love to 
work! Have time for prayer-have 
respect for manual labor. 

Labor-manual labor-was spurned 
anp hated in the days of St. Beile
met just as it is in our own days. 
In our time there is even less time 
for prayer than th.ere was in the time 
of St. Benedict. Yet his principle, 
his teaching, and his determination 

overcame all. The dislike of the 
Romans for work and the hate of the 
barbarians for manual labor finally 
gave way before the Benedictine 
motto: "Ora et labora." Pray and 
work made of the haughty Roman 
and of the barbarian the new nations 
in a real Christian Europe. 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

Family Rosary-A painting depict
ing the family recitation of the Ro~ 
sary, recently executed by the noted 
Albany artist, David C. Lithgow, with 
the ecclestiastical approval of the 
Most Rev. Edmund F. Gibbons, Bishop 
of Albany,. has been adopted for the 
official campaign poster of a nation
wide movement for family rosary. 
Father Patrick Peyton, C.S.C. (923 
Madison Ave., Albany, N. Y.) has de
voted a year and a half to this work. 

Equipped with Laboratories to be 
used in a quest for new uses for 
surplus farm· prodl.lc~s, two new units 
of the fast-growing Institutum Divi 
Thomae, archdiocesan school of high
er scientifiC" research, have been 
opened~ne in N:ew Jersey and the 
other in Burketteville, Ohio; The an
nouncement of·. the new. units'. open
ings. was .. made by the Most Rev. 
John: T. McNichOlas, O.P., Archbishop 
of'Cincinnati, at the Institiitum's 
fourth annull.I confe:r;ence. 

In a statement· signed by all the 
Archbishops and Bishpps having ordi
nary jurisdiction in Canada was the 
following text: '·'The Bishops have 
pleasure in comm~nding the admirable 
examples of Social Action given by 
many Catholic organizations through
out Canada, notably the Extension 
Department of St. Francis Xavier's 
University, Antigonish, 'N. S., and the 
'Semaines duCanada' with its recent 
manifesto 'For a Better Order'; and 
alsotlie various co-operative enter
priSeS spreading throughout the .. coun-
try.": -

Farmers and urbauites of Butler 
County, ·Ohio,.saw 'a new display:at 
their coun,ty fail," in, Hamilton when 
they visit/ild a Catholic Rural Life 
Gonference·boothsponsored by nlem~ 
bers ;of Queen of Pea!!e' parish, Mill
rille, and St. Ll).wrence's parisI)., New 
Miami. Parishioners who . conducted 
the: booth, passed out approximately 
5.,000 pieces of . literature :to .' fair vis
itors: Copies of Land and Home 'were 
popular with farmers; , ' 

Along with the display of literature 
was an exhibit of the handicraft 
projects of the rural children of Queen 
of Peace parish. The products of 
rug-weaving, sewing and processed 
foods made up the display. 

Catholic farmers, who visited the 
exhibit, expressed pleasure in this in
dication of the Church's interest in 
their work. Non-Catholic farmers 
seemed to be gratified to learn that 
at . least one religious group was con
cerned about the welfare of the farm
er.Many, who said they were mem
bers of non-Catholic denominations,. 
congratulated those in. charge .of, the 
booth.-The Oatholic Telegraph-Reg
ister. . .' 

Members of the Quebec North 'Dio" 
cesan Catholic Union of ,Farmers at 
their convention Urged that the Fed
eral government inaugurate a system 
of allowances for families. The dele
g/!.tes also voted to request the' ac
celeration of plans for the electrifica
tion of farms; the setting of mininlUm 
prices for farm produce, and the in
creasing of, salaries paid to bush 
Workers. 

All farmers were urged to become 
members of the Catholic Union of 
Farmers by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. An
toine . Camirand, who pointed out th!¥t 
the union has' the Whole-hearted -(n
dorsement of the Catholic clergy. He 
asserted the greater the memberShip, 
the stronger the voice of theorganiza
tion in seeking' improvements. There 
are now apprOximately 35,000 farm
ers in' the union. ' . 

Catholic farm 'boys and girls are 
doing, thei.r part in raising food for 
viCtory from iiidicati'6ns at the 6th 
annual Dubuque County 4-H'Achieve. 
ment Exposition .. and , Horse Show. 
Most of .the championship and"many 
other blue and red ribbons were won 
by Catholic boys' and girls; 

William Besl~r, a graduate of St. 
Joseph school, ,FIl.:r;ley,. Iowa, won the 
grand championship prize' with his 
Hereford ·babybeef.. 'Last year,' his 
.exhibit of an Angus, won the, grand 
championship... Another winner for 
two consecutive years' is Fred McGov
ern, a studentot St. John the Baptist 
School, Peosta. whose . POland-China 
hog won the grand p:r;ize. ., 
'. IIi the de~ozistrations of well-pre
pared and well-balanced lunches by 
the ,Girls" 4-HClubs, ,six 'Clubs were 
entered. :Rosemary pecker and Dor
othy' Kurt, both students of St. Pat
rick's High Schooi, Garryowen, won 
first prize for their demonstration and 
for'their display booth. Ann Sadler a 
member 'ofSacred Heart 'parish Fill~ 
lnQre;Teceived first prize for th~ b.est 
Club Y,ictor;v . Garden, 'and, Virgi;nia 
Coohey, Cagcacle, was' awarded' first 
prize inhotlle cam1ing. . . 

Vice PreSident Henry A 
in an address delivered at . 
Ohio, suggested service 
"some priority" toward 
farm land to help 
the war, and that goy~:rUIneltlt_o~ 
acres around this nation's 
or?nance plants could be Used 
thIS purpose. Mr. Wallace said 
remembered some of the last 
veterans paid such high Prices 
land that they were bankrupt . 
few years. . In 

Thanks to help from 
grade and high school students 
nesota's record potato crop wa~ 
vested. 

One group of 14 children from 
Cathedral graded school at '-'r()nl:l'Q.h~ 
picked 4,335 bushels in eight 
days. Average age· of these pUpils Was 
13 years. Pupils from Cathedral high 
school at Crookston spent one half 
?ay in the fields to donate their earn
Ings to the school's athletic fund 
The Rev. William Keefe went with th~ 
40, young.sters who earned $151 for 
the fund ,In one afternoon. . ' 

The volunteers profited. from the 
experience, too. Not only did many. 
learn for the first time where potatoes 
come from but they earned eight to 
ten cents a bushel, for their work. 
-Minneapolis Star." . 

The Third Cooperative Project in
stituted by the people of Windsor 
Locks', under the supervision aM 
direction of the priests 'of St. Mary's 
Church, is· proving successful. It is 
a buying club, non-sectarian and non. 
political, in which residents already 
have invested $2,500.·, The club, tem
porar~ly l.\,Sing the basement of St, 
Mary's School, deals in groceries and 
household goods. 

The. Knights of Columb,us sent out 
about 100,000 letters to the pupils 
of all schools on the· Island of Mon: 
treal, seeking their help in the K. Qf 
C. Aid to Colonist!;! Campaign. Each 
pupil was asked to make a' short in
ventory. of clothing': linens,' utensilS, 
etc., . which were not being used in 
tb,eir homes, and to notify the K. of 
C. that stich articles' might be col
lected and sent-to colonists in various 
parts of· the .. pr~:vince. 

.~ . 

Manu~,l of the Rin-al CoDfr;"ternity 
of Christian noctrin~The ABC of 
CCD activities-geared to, the HU-, 
RAL PARISH. A fund of ready infor
mation in 46 pages, including a con
stitution, A Prayer· for the .Rural 
Family, F'rayer for the Christian 
Farmer, Prayers. before : and after 
CCD Meetings, Religion in the Home, 
Correspondence ': Courses, ' Constitu
tion of the CCD and up-to-the-minute 
references '''for Priests; Religious, 
Seminarians and Laity Promoting 
Confraternity Activities." '10c. Saint 
Anthony Guild Press, Paterson, N. J. 
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L LITERATURE 

i RACE QUESTION AND THE 
=RO . 

J 11,'11, LaFarge~ S.J. Longmans, 
BY 0 and Co New York, 1943. Green ., 

S15 pages. $2.50. 
In most attempts made to portray 

American scene Negroes appear. 
the

d properly, since. they consti~ute 
An t th of the nation's populatIOn. 
op.~ e:uy too in actual life the white 
~:OHCS 'in :the' United States must 

:e contact with the Negroes. If 
:vCatllOliCS are unintelligent, they 
ac~ptwithout ~l;lest.i,on ~h~ I>r~v!illing 

tterns' of racial dlscrimmatIOn and 
paodel their own actions upon them. 
g"n the other hand if the Catholics 
are intelligent, they a,re ~isturbed 
about the apparent ~o~i?t· between 
the profession of ChristIa~I~y al:ld the 
acceptance of the prevailIng forms 
of discrimination. They seek an 
authoritative statement ~?out., the 
moral quality of the prevailIng mter
racial patterns. 

The book for that typeo;f Catholics, 
is The Race Question and the Negro, 
by Father LaFarge, S.J.1·Indeed it is 
the only book now on the market 
which comprehensively treats the 
Interracial question ·in., the light. of 
Catholic principles. It presents much 
statistical material and reliable data 
on population trends, . educational op
portunities, biological' differences, al- . 
leged intellectual differences and the 
extent of economic diSCriminations. 

The book.is a persuasive expression 
of the Catholic position by an Amer
ican' priest who has given generous 
portions of twenty-five years to Cath
olic interracial action. 'Father La
Farge knows the Negro.. He knows 
the white man. 

The' only ,Catholic - who can logi
cally ignore this, book is. the Catholic 
who explicitly' professes" to restrict 
the expression of his faith to indi
Vidual prayer and to, the domestic 
virtues. (Ed.-If such can .be called 
a Catholic.) . 

F .. J.G. 

THE DISPLACEMENT OF 
POPULATION IN· EUROPE 

By Eugene M-. ,Kulischer. A study. 
issued by the International Labour 
Office, Montreal" Canada, 1943. 
171 pages. $1.00. 
One will never realize the full im

plication of the impact of. the war 
until this study is read and digested. 
It presents the most amazing, most 
unbelievable, statistical account· of 
broken homes during our whole 
human history. What will the results 
be? One dares not draw conclusions 
or venture to prophesy; It frightens 
us. ' 

L. G. L. 

WITH LOVE-FROM MOTHER 
By Sister Maureen Flynn, O.P. 

Williamson Press, Springfield, m., 
1943. 184 pages. 
In clear, simple language a mother 

recalls for her children the pleasant 
scenes of their childhood. (The book 
has been written by Sister Maureen 
as told to her by her mother.) Inter
woven with the historical and political 
events of the day this is the true story 
of "life on the land" at the time that 
the Middle West' was being settled 
by those sturdy pioneer folks whose 
~!toil, tears and prayers" made the 
rich prairie loam yield many bounti
ful crops for themselves ' and their 
children." , 

The hardships endured; as well as 
the happy days' recorded by this 
mother about her large family,. tb,eir 
many , rel~tives, .and friends, revealed 
that theirs was "a deep-rooted kin
ship of the soil," and' that they con
sidered the farm· a healthful and 
wholesome place in which to live and 
grow. . The FIYnn.children, ten of 
them, had a "bringing up" to be en
vied and a heritage to be proud of •. 

, Young and old,· alike will' delight in ' 
these recollections. The former; will 
learn and the latter will, remember' 
"way back when." 

B. P. 

·EXPLORING ,TOMORROW'S 
AGRICULTURE 
By Joseph W.J11aton. Harper & Bros., 

New York, 1943. 255 pages. $2.75. 
The b~ok retells the story of the 

numerous attempts at cooperative 
farming, 'carded on by: various groups 
in the United States and elsewhere; 
including the cooperative corporation 

. farms sponsored by the Farm Secu
rity Administration. The author sees, 
the family-sized farm doomed"be-. 
cause in his, opinion it cannot' com~ 
pete with the large farm, which he" 
regards in view of technological de
velopments, as the economic unit of 
farming. .' " .' .. ' 

:He overlooks the sound social values 
iil. the family-sized farm, which pro-

. vides special· opportunities for the 
rearing ofchildre'P-. The countryside 
make's for wholesome~family life; The 
author sees the family-sized farm 
d.oomEidbythe same force. It is the 
economics that should be changed.. " , .. 

V.J.R. ' . 

RURAL SOCIOLOGY 
By Rev .. Francis J. McGoey. Mission-' 

. Press; Toronto, Canada, 1943. 79 
pages. 10 cents. 

THiS WAY OUT 
A Catholic Worker Pamphlet , ,'.: 
By Rev. Olarence DUffy. The CatholIc 

Worker Press, 1943. 74 pages. 20c. 
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PATTERN FOR TOMORROW 
By Sister Mary Juliana of the Mary-

knoll Sisters. The Bruce Publish
ing Co., Milwaukee, 1943. 128 
pages. $2.00. 
Farming for a living first then for 

the market,. respect for the farmer's 
occupation, requiring skill, kI),owl
edge, balanced judgment, enterprise, 
thrift, and industry as few other occu
pations, the rewards of good farming 
methods as against the penalties of 
bad farming method8--these and 
other phases of agriculture and rural 
life are brought before the reader of 
Pattern For Tomorrow. Pleasure and 
profit can both be derived from read
ing Pattern For Tomorrow, which is 
based on actual. experiences in rural 
and agricultural life both at home and 
abroad. 

A. J. M. 

UP FROM POVERTY and 
FURTHER UPWARD IN RURAL 
J;NDIA " 

, By D. Spencer Hatch. Oxford Uni-. 
versity Press. 

I met Dr. Hatch and his. family 
in 'Mexico City. They worked in 
India, and now near Cuernavaca they 
are developing an interesting project 
worthy of' attention. . 

The two.· books. ought to be read 
by every soCia.l-minded person. 

. 'There is a sound philosophy of trust 
'.in people, love of people, and ,success 
w+th people which permeates every 
,page. It can be done because it has 
been done with the lowest of the low
est-because even the lowest are "A 
little less than thl;l angels." If y6u're 
a Protestant you'll feel proud'of Dr. 
Hatch. If you're a' Catholic, you'll 
feel envious;' All of us can admire 
him. . 

L. G.L. 

... L'AGRICULTURE ETL'E':GLISE ..... . . . .. 

By Jean Bergeron, pretre. Chez L' 
Auteur, 89, Avenue Casot, Quebec, 
1943. _ 210, pages. . 

If,youknow ;Frellch,and are inter~ 
ested in, Rural Life, ge.t. 14e., ,book. 
Its author is a Missionnaire-Colonisa
teur;' He is one of Canada's empire 

'.builders. The' book willtEifresh' your 
knowledge ofl';'tural. Life philosophy 
and' 'give you· a . glimpse .. of Quebec 
Fren<lh Catholic mentality. . 

.' ",' L. G. L. 

MEDLOCK FARM. - COURSE IN 
HOME FARMING 
By Henry Tetlow, ,Medlock Farm. 

Celltre Square,Pa., 1943. '. .. 
It h'as' ~l~ays been my ambition 

to give II correspondence . course on 
how to. milk a cow. Mr. Tetlow 
comes as dose to doing it as anyone 
I know. He presents a cleverly con
ceived and thoroughly: carried out 
course in Farming for inexperienced 
city folks. who ,want to .farm. Write 
. to him for information. 

L. G. L. 
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THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES OF WILLIAM JAMES 
ONAHAN 
By Sister M. Sevina Pahorezki, O.S.F. 

catholic University of America, 
1942. 249 pages. 
Mr: Onahan was a most interesting 

character. The story ~of his direction 
and active work with The Irish Cath
olic Colonization Association is .de: 
scribed in Chapter IV of the disserta
tion. There were some pretty plilin 
statements made by Mr. Onahan as 
to the reasons why some Eastern 
clerics opposed Western colonization. 
He says that at least two things are 
necessary for success in Catholic land 
colonization: interest of the bishops; 
good priest leaders. There are other 
important factors; the two mentioned 
are essentiaZ. L. G. L; 

PILGRIMS ALL 
Collected by Mary MaKenna Curtin.~ 

The Bruce Publishing Co., Milwau
kee, 1943. 295 pages. $2.75. 
A collection of 28 short stories by 

contemporary Catholic writers. Brief 
biographical sketches of the authors 
are added. 

Our own Father Leo L. Ward and 
Albert Eisele are included, along with 
Chesterton, Belloc and others long 
familiar. A discussion of the short 
story is to .be found: in the introduc-
tion. O. M. B. 

INFLATION AND THE COMMON 
MAN . 
By Rev.. Martin Schirber, O.B.B. 
, The PauIist Press, New York. 10c. 

By the director of Rural Life 
Schools. Need we say more? 

On the Press 

FOOD ENOUGH 
By John D.BZack. The Jaques 

tell Press, Lancaster Fa 
269 pages. $2.50. ' ., 
Another book on the complex 

lem of feeding a world at 
The author is well qualified to 
suggestions and to offer the 
needed to correct the 
cessing and distribution 
past and he emphasizes the 
there wi~l have to be many 
changes In the set-up as it exists 
day, in order that all the nations f 
the world will be better fed, now 0, 
well as after the war. as 

Food Enough is a timely book ~ 
of valuable information, sure to be 
of interest to. everyone from the p~ 
ducer to the consumer and all thOSe 
in between. B. p •. 
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A statemen~ Q/ principles and methods adopted by the 
WARTIME MEETING 
October 9.13, 1943 

. oj the 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 
3801 Grand Avenue' . Des Moines 12, Iowa 

Single copies, 10 cents; 12 Jor $1.00; per 100, $5.00 . 

LITURGICA.L' 
ARTS 

A Quarterly Devoted to the Arts of the 
Catholic Church 

LITURGICAL ARTS deals with all aspects of 
the arts at the service of the Church. The ar
ticles are informative and provocative and are 
written by competent authorities in the country 
and abroad. The illustrations are :first rate and' 
show contemporary work based on. an under
standing of sound -tradition. The pastor of a 
rural community will find in LiturgwaZArts vaz
uable guIdance which will help to solve his build
ing problems .. 

A pamphlet which explains the work and policy 01 the 
Liturgical-. Arts Societj wiU be mailed upon request. 

Annual subscription to .the Quarterly, $2.00 
. Foreign, $2.50 . 

LITURGICAL ARTS SOCIETY, INC. 
7 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
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