
JURAlL/~ 
. q,~:-iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 'i .. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
n 
t'I'i 

VOL. VI, NO. 3 SEPTEMBER, 1943 

Pn 1his Pssue: 

POOR FATHER • • • . . . • Rev. Gabriel W. Hafford 

. SCHOOLING ALONG.. • • • Rev. Martin $chirber, O.S.B. 

•• <,;; 

WHEN A MAN'S A MAN • • • • • • • • Albert Eisele 

UNCLE CY • • • • • • • . . . • Rev. Leo J. Gannon 

A SAINT FROM THE SOIL • • . . . • Joan Boardman 

19l/3 Wa-t 1ime lneetiK9 
MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 

October 9·13 

ISee page 86 for detailsl 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 
III 



LAND AND HOME 

Vol. VI Issue of September. 1943 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 

No.3 

Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, D.D.-Honorary President 

Most Rev. Aloisius J. Muench, D.D. ______ President 

Rev. Patrick T. QuinIan ________ Flrlt Vice President 

Rev. Geo. A. Esterguard ______ Seeond Vice President 

Miss Dorothy'Willmann ______ .Third Vice President 
Rev. Louis N. Zirbes _________________ Treasurer 

Mr. Frank Bruce _____________ Reeording Seereta17 

Rt. Rev. Luigi G. LiguttL ___ ...,-__ Executive SeeretR17 

Mrs. Olive M. Biddison __ Ass't to the Exec.: Seereta17 

Published 9aarterl, In March. Jane, September, December 

• 
. Membership Subscription-Two Dollars per Yeai' 

• 
Editor _________ RT. REV. L. G. UGUTTI, LL.D. 

Associate Editor _____ MRS. OUVE M. BIDDISON 

Art Editor __________ SISTER M. IRENA, O.S.B. 

• 
Editorial and Pabllcatlon Offices: 

3801 Grand Avenae, Des Moines, Iowa 

Member 0/ Catholic Pr~s Association 

• 
Re-entered as secO'1ld class matter Marek £0, ID4£, at the 
Post Office at Des Moines, Iowa., under Act of Marek lI, 
187D. 

PRINTED BY WALLACE-HOMESTEAD CO., DES MOINES 
.... 30 

Poor Father .......... ' ...•........... : 
REV. GABRIEL W. HAFFORD 

Schooling Along ....................... . 
REv. MARTIN SCHIRBER, O.S.B. 

Sisters for the Country . ................ . 
SR .. MARY SAMUEL,O.S.F. 

I Am a Country Pastor . ................. . 

What, Where and Why of Bio-Dynamics ... 
REV. JOHN C. RAWE, S.J. 

Transplanting (Poem) ...................... '. 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

When a Man's a Man ...................... .. 
ALBERT EISELE 

Whole Wheat .................. , ............ . 

On and Off the Track . ...................... . 

Notes and Comments ....................... . 

The Rural Pastor's Page . .................... . 

Cracked Corn ..... " '" ...................... . 

Uncle Cy .................................. 81 
REV. LEO J. GANNON" 

For the Rural Library .... .................... 82 
SR. M. BERNICE, F.S.P.A. 

A Saint from the Soil . ...................... , 83 
JOAN BOARDMAN 

To and From the Editors . ................... , 85 

Conference Affairs ................ : ......... , 86 

The Stew Pan and the Spider .................. 87 
PHILIP D. JORDAN 

Rural Life in the Press . ..................... , 88 

Rural Literature ............................ 89 



dwellers have a correct 
work that a newly ap

rural pastor finds when he 
city for his first country 

from the city leaves a par
a few thousand souls and finds 

a few hundred. He leaves 
and mothers working away 

home and finds both fathers and 
working at the homestead. 

leaves a large parish of small 
and finds a small parish with 

families. Children in the city 
up too much of the small living 

)X';' •• n~"o~~ but in the country there is 
, " of room for all. Instead of 
,:~neighborhood fights the pastor finds 

harmony in the old swimming hole. 
;\rnstearl of sun ,glasses he finds sun
x'tanned bodies. ,Instead of vitamin 

tablets he finds tables never without 
.their fruit bowls. He sees red cheeks 

'that Walgreen never painted and 
,strong backs that never fell off a 
. playground swing. 

,Kitchens 

The multi-odorous perfume of 
apartment house cooking and fur
nished room food spoilation gives way 
to the pungent smell of kitchen ovens. 
In the past he may have seen varying 
degrees of comfort in city homes but 
not enough home life. In rural areas 
he sees homes that are built around 
kitchens that have the aura' of work 
Successfully done. It is doubted that 
he will ever find a cleaner or more 
comforting room in any house than a 
farm kitchen. It is the center of 
home life, and it has done more to 
keep husband and wife together than 
all the family courts in America. A 
former city priest who is so "slick" 
that he enters a farm house through 
the front door soon leaves the home 
~ough the same door, but if he goes 
In through the family entrance, he can 

• • 

stay for a month. Perhaps the chairs 
"are not upholstered but the hospital
ity is and, after all, chairs are but 
welcome thrones to tired bones and 
are not supposed to be spring boards 
to soft living. After supper the chil
dren do their playing in the kitchen 
in full view of their parents and the 
dishes are done in the same social 
surroundings. 

School Factories 

City school children usually come 
to school by the clock. They get 
there just in time or are ten minutes 
late, whereas children in rural areas 
irivariably come a half hour early. It 
is the social urge, not the urge of their 
mothers. They have an opportunity 
to play together with other children 
and to practice schemes of leadership, 
and show their own brothers and sis
ters that they a~e accepted outside 

') 

=' .=--::.:.~ 

the family. Thfm, 'too, a small serv
ice group is always' on hand to do 
school chores before" the bell rings. 
These children ,have been taught 
learning by doing and the Sisters are 
willing to use this squad of eager help
ers. Incidentally; it saves the parish 
from hiring a full-time Janitor. 

City schools are five-day factories; 
rural schools are seven-day wonders. 
A two- or three-room rural school has 
m~re 'soCial importance to its pupils 

LAND AND HOME S E PTE M BE R ' 1 "4'3 

than a room that for nine months just 
happens to be a child's classroom; In 
the country a child takes a year's 
pride in his room rather than nine 
months'. 

Second Generation 

The people who make up the con
gregation of a rural church find it his
torically important to be as loyal to 
their church as their parent,s were to 
the same church. In cities it is rare 
to have two generations of the same 
family attending Mass in the same 
church. Country church-goers can tell 
you to the month the time of the con
struction of the bell tower 'or the 
addition of a statue, and the dates 
are usually measured by Tom and 
Elsie's marriage. Incidentally, it be
comes rather necessary for'Tom and 
Elsie to remain married as long as 
everybody remembers the day they 
were married. " 

The social side of attending Mass 
in, rural areas js very important to 
the people, as well as enjoyable to 
the priest if he has an eye to com
munity life. He sees the people walk 
down the road or drive up in their cars 
to gather in front of the church. They 
are proud of their faith, their fam
ilies, and their social standing. ' You 
may think that they spend too much 
time in visiting when they should be 
getting into church to prepare them
selves for the Divine Mystery, How 
many times have you ever seen a 
crowd of people 'standing in front of 
a city church before Mass unless they 
were waiting for the ten-thirty to be 
over so they could slide in for the 
noon Mass? ' " 

The Rectory I:fome 

A city rectory is the catch-basin of 
every mink not on a scrap-pile and 
the 'meeting place' of all the semi
important parishioners who' :have a 
hand in the current projeCt to raise 
funds. The rural rectory is not just 
an office of the Catholic Church; it is 
the home of the priest. A farmer who 
comes' up on the porch really has 
something of importance or he would 
not be there. Once he is in the rec

. tory he seems to enjoy the holiday 
spirit of the call to the extent that no 
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one seems to care to give him the 
initial hint that there are a few dozen 
things that have to be done that same 
afternoon. 

King of the Crossroads 
The final point of difference be

tween the city and rural pastor is his 
standing in the community he serves. 
In a large city a priest is just one 
more priest in a large city; in the 
rural parish he is the Catholic Church 

in black pants. He is unique in his 
understanding and practice of moral 
principles, education, and spirit of 
detachment from things domestic. He 
is usually the only influential bache
lor in the neighborhood, loved by the 
children and greeted by all factions. 
He isa king of the crossroads and 
must conduct himself regally, which 
is just what God expects of him wher
ever he is. 

SCHOOLING ALONG 
{(ev. MfJrfin Scllirber, 0.S.8. 

War or no war, the Rural Life 
Schools had to be continued in 1943, 
because if ever the country needed 
meetings and forums where priests 
and local leaders could sit down with 
government officials, policy makers, 
and thinkers in general, to discuss 
the maladjustments brought about by 
war and the measures being proposed 
to meet these problems-especially 
postwar settlement on the land-that 
time is the present. (Statement of 
one of the priests at the Rural Life 
School of the Great Plains: "Gosh, 
why shouldn't we be interested! Look 

. what is going to happen when the 
shooting stops I ") 

Dr. Rainer Schickele stated the 
issue bluntly at the St. John's School 
when he said that "the democracy of 
tomorrow will not consist of floods of 
purple oratory on states' rights, but 
rather in a recognition of the fact that 
many problems affecting modern so
ciety are regional or national in scope 
and necessarily involve regional or 
national policies-cutting across state 
lines-~o handle them. Solving these 
problems on a regional or national 
basis need not degenerate into regi
mentation as long as the people at the 
community level understand the aims 
and implications of the general policy 
and collaborate intelligently with the 
government in adapting it to their 
specific situations." 

It is here that the rural priest 
has a golden opportunity to help 
make democracy work, by translating 
the. general policy or program into 
action at the grass roots. "You priests 
have a golden opportunity for local 
leadership," said a speaker on soil 
conservation at one of the schools, 
and he illustrated his point by citing 
an example where the priest's leader
ship and collaboration with the Soil 
Conservation Service made all the 
difference between sound soil conser
vation and continued soil mining in 
a badly eroded area. While the rural 
priests are busy giving guidance and 
leadership in their communities, the 
central office of the NCRLC will be 
on the alert to see that the general 
policy itself squares with Christian-

One conclusion is inevitable. 
priest has more chance to he a . 
if he is working in the country. 
of his former parishioners in the 
may consider him lost behind a 
ing hill, his talents going to 
and his heart crying for the noise 
city confusion, but if they meet him 
his rural rectory, they will have 
admit that something new has. 
addecLand· it- isn't apple honey. 

social principles, calling when neces
sary upon .local priests to bring pres
sure to bear in timell of crisis. 

With all this study, planning, and 
discussing to be done, it was neces
sary to expand the rural life school 
program and to eXperiment with new 
methods of presentation. It was de
cided to increase the four standard 
schools of 1942 to six, and to throw 
in a number of one- or two-day ses
sions~t points that needed softening 
before a longer session was possible 
or where transportation problems or 
other difficulties intervened. 

A healthy variety in methods of 
presentation was developed among 
the standard four: or five-day schools. 
The Rural Life School of the South, 
at Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, again 
led off with a session covering topics 
ranging from government credit to 
earthworms. Again Father Lerschen, 
Regional Director of the NCRLC for 
the South, assembled a body of agri
cultural· talent whose stimulating 
talks kept the priests talking, argu
ing; and questioning for five solid 
days. Sessions that will not be for
gotten were: (1) The three-cornered 
debate between Dr. M. D. Steward, 
Regional Director of the FSA, Dr. 
M. F. Dickinson, Regional Director 
of the Farmers' Union, and Mr. 
Owen Cooper of the Mississippi Farm 
Bureau; and (2) the debate over bio-
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d§namic farming very neatly spr~ng 
by Father Lerschen so as to brmg 
Monsignor Ligutti (pro) and Dr. 
Harold Wilson, of Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute (con), into direct, 
open and undisguised opposition. 

Whenever the excitement threat
ened to die down, Father "Alfalfa 
George" Hildner (for further infor
mation, d. Readers Digest, May, 
1943) would start an argument, tell 
a story, or faU into the gulf. 

Fast on the heels of Bay St. Louis 
came Marquette University's "Insti
tute for Educational Leadership in 
Rural Life." And it really lived up 
to that high-powered title. This was 
the first Rural Life School for Sisters, 
and when the gates were closed and 
the heads counted, old rural-lifers 
were stunned to find an attendance 
of 7 SO Sisters and 50 priests. This 
record-breaking attendance was en
tirely the result of the careful, pains
taking publicity and organization 
work of Father Hamilton, Dean of 
the Graduate School, and the mem
bers of the Department of Education 
at Marquette. 

To permit some degree of discus
sion among this milling crowd of rural 
life students, it was necessary to use 
the method developed by the Ohio 
Farm Bureau when dealing with a 
large group. After a stirring talk by 
a thought-provoker-or rabble-rous
er, depending upon your viewpoint~ 
the 800 priests and nuns would 
stream out of the auditorium, divide 
into groups according to the grades 
they taught or the subjects they were 

interested in, and hold group discus
sions on the topics treated by the 
thought - provoker (rabble - rouser). 
Each discussion group appointed a 
secretary to jot down questions that 
were left unanswered or ideas that 
deserved further exploration, and 
cards bearing these questions were 
dealt out to members of a panel under 
the chairmanship of Monsignor Li
gutti or Monsignor Mulloy. The 
panel sessions alone were worth the 
price of admission. With the chair
man calling first on one and then on 
another member of the panel, or on 
someone from the floor, there were 
many opportunities for humor, clash 
of opinion, and the driving home of 
important points. 

Instead of a four- or five-day 
school, Father Scheller, Director of 
the School of Social Service, St. Louis 
University, experimented with a 
three-weeks' course for Sisters teach
ing in rural schools. The course took 
the form of a seminar of two hours 
each day, presided over by rural life 
leaders, students of the papal encycli
cals, and government and state offi
cials, and was given in conjunction 
with the regular summer session. 

The School for Social Action at 
St. Bede's Abbey, Peru, Illinois, was 
another departure from the norm. 
Sponsored by the Most Reverend Jo
seph H. Schlarman, Bishop of Peoria, 
the school was in session for three 
days and concentrated on broad ques
tions, e. g., the dying population of 
our cities and the rise of proletarian
ism. Various speakers raised the 
question: "Is rural life the answer?" 
By all the laws of human reproduc
tion, the answer seemed to be yes. 

The month of July found Monsi
gnor Ligutti and the writer making a 
number of one-day stands at parishes 
and convents in the Toledo Diocese. 
The reception here was most enthusi
astic, due in large measure to the care
ful preliminary spade-work of the 
Rural Life Committee of twelve 
priests appointed by Bishop Alter to 
carryon the rural life program in that 
diocese. Members of this committee 
had arranged meetings, shoveled out 
publicity, and worked up enthusiasm 
for weeks in advance, and when the 
time came, they pooled cars and cou-
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pons to take the speakers from one 
revival meetin' to another in trium
phal procession. 

The Rural Life School of the 
Southwest at Montezuma, New Mex
ico, this year stole from Bay St. Louis 
the distinction of being the most 
colorful school of 1943. There were 
several reasons: (1) Speakers: ex
perts from the Soil Conservation 
Service and from Latin America, 
Monsignor Ligutti (always colorful), 
Father John Rawe, S.J., and Father 
Hilary Sondgeroth, O.S.B., (2) Stu
dents: 350 Mexican seminarians and 
25 priests from the Dioceses of Santa 
Fe, Gallup, and Pueblo; (3) Topics: 
soil conservation, soil building, and 
bio-dynamic farming; (4) Methods: 
few lectures, many demonstrations
soil testing, composting, earthworm 
culture. 

A letter from Secretary Wickard 
to those attending the school read as 
follows: "Friendly cooperation and 
neighborly assistance between our 
country and Mexico will not come 
about simply by wish, but must be 
practiced. The efforts of the N a
tional Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence, in bringing to the attention of 
the people of Mexico our experience 
in meeting the problems of rural wel
fare, is an illustration in one field of 
what must be done generally if good 
neighbor policy is to have any mean
ing." 

The Ohio junket closed J~ly 29; 
the Se1Mana Rural at Montezuma 
opened August 2 and closed August 
6; the rural life school at St. John'S, 
Minnesota, opened August 8. And 
Monsignor Ligutti was solemnly 
pledged to be present the entire ses
sion at aU schools. Question: with 
plane travel barred to civilians, how 
could even a Monsignor make it? It 
took ingenuity, but by wiring the Des 
Moines office to have a suitcase con
taining essentials for a life on the 
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road ready for him to pick up as he 
passed through on his way from New 
Mexico to Minnesota, he arrived in 
time to drop a few block-busters on 
thefirstday of the St. John's session; 

_ to hear Bishop Muench plead for a 
spirit of cooperation and social char
ity in place of rugged individualism 
on the second day; to get into an ar
gument with Mr. W. R. Ogg, Wash
ington representative of the Farm Bu
reau, over that organization's recom
mendations for the dismemberment 
of FSA and the prevention of legis
lation for the protection of farm la
borers; and to hear Mr. J. B. Lanctot, 
of the Canadian Railways, give a bril
liant exposition of the Canadian plan, 
now being instituted, for settling war 
veterans on the land after the war. 

The St. John school followed close
ly along the lines of the 1942 session, 
but with more emphasis upon reset
tlement, soil conservation, and the 
problems and prospects for American 
agriculture in postwar years. New 
faces among the discussion leaders 
were: Dr. H. L. Walster, Dean of the 
School of Agriculture, North Dakota 
Agricultural College ( a sine qua non 
for all rural schools of the north
west), Dr. Rainer. Schickele, Pro
fessor of EconomiCs, Iowa State Col
lege (another sine qua non), Mr. E. 
J. Peterson, of the Soil Conservation 
Service, and Dr. Matt Thorfinnson, 
Extension Soil Conservationist, St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

The Rural Life School of the Great 
Plains, at Assumption Abbey, Rich
ardton, North Dakota, was a fitting 
close to a successful rural life school 
season. The emphasis at Richardton 
was upon irrigation, land settlements, 
and land use planning; but most 
memorable of all sessions was the 
morning devoted to the discussion of 
cooperation, at which the well-known 
cooperative priest of Wisconsin, 
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Father Joseph" Steinhauser, gave a 
salty talk on the priest's part in pro
moting co-ops. 

Some gems dropped by Father 
Steinhauser: 

A starry-eyed faith in the Roch
dale principles will not take the place 
of a thorough understanding of all the 
technical angles relating to the serv-

"ice or product handled by a co-op. 
Unless leaders as well as members 

have a thorough grasp of all these 
technical and business angles, the 
gains resulting from working together 
will be dissipated by poor manage
ment and slipshod business methods 
in the real world of today. 

The cooperative, however, is an 
ideal instrument for the education of 
the common man in helping himself 
and serving himself. 

A lively· panel discussion following 
Father Steinhauser's talk came to the 
conclusion that priests should take" 
part in the development of coopera
tives, but should not take offices in
volving financial responsibility; and 
if cooperative organizations advocate 
principles at variance with Christian 
social teaching, the priest should not 
drop them like a hot potato but rather 
follow the example of our Communist 
brethren and bore from with,in. 

The school at Richardton" closed 
with a large number of wide-awake 
priests from the Dakotas and Mon
tana clamoring for more discussions 
and seeking to bring up viewpoints 
that had been struggling for expres
sion, but which could not all be aired 
in the five crowded days at our dis
posal. 

Of all the impressions remaining 
after a season of rural life schooling, 
two in particular stand out. One is 
that the NCRLC has become a rally
ing point for all who are interested in, 
and intent on working with, the com
mon man-bishops, priests, ministers, 
educators, leaders of co-ops, credit 
unions, farm organizations, adult 
educationalists, library promoters and 
so on. It gives some indication of the 
power and possibilities of the rural 
life movement when these people will 
sacrifice their vacations (as several 
did) or leave their offices and desks 
to travel half way across the country. 

to address a handful of priests 
rural leaders. These people 
given wholeheartedly of their 
and talent, and the Conference 
deeply grateful for what they 
done. But they have contributed SO 

unselfishly to our educational pro
gram because they realize the poten
tialities for good which the rural life 
movement possesses. They recognize 
that the message they convey"to one 
rural priest can be multiplied by five 
hundred (the rural priest is a human 
mimeograph machine) and that this 
mimeographing process is the founda
tion for -a better rural life and a·. 
stronger society in America. 

Secondly, the people working with 
the NCRLC represent a body of bril
liant, unselfish leaders at all levels , 
from the Secretary of Agriculture 
down, who are slowly wiping out the 
regrettable inferiority complex of 
rural people and restoring "rural living 
to its rightful prestige. To use an 
urban term, which, "however, fails to 
connote the values involved, they are 
doing their utmost to glamourize rural 
life. 

The best proof of this is the fact 
that even the cartoonists have caught 
wind of the movement, and now rep
resent the preacher laying down his 
Bible with the w9rds: "Well, that 
takes care of the devil! ... Now I 
shall dwell on the corn borer and the 
tomato cut-worm." 

During the past summer hundreds 
of priests, Sisters and lay leaders have 
discovered how much there is to be 
learned about rural society, what 
great implications our rural popula
tion holds for the future of. America, 
and how much fun a rural life session 
can be. Next year will see rural life 

"meetings mushrooming in every cor
ner of the country. Merely address 
a penny postcard to Monsignor Li
gutti, stating your preferences as to 
place, dates, types of lectures desired, 
and a rural life session will be ar~ 
ranged by return mail. 
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RS FOR THE -COUNTRY' 

hit/If S t/hlilel, O.S.f. 

'About 60 per cent 'of the schools 
c~nducted by the Sisters of St. Fran
cis of Assisi are either rural or 
semi-rural. To assist the Sisters teach
ing in these schools,. St. Clare C~l
lege, Milwaukee, decIded to offer, ill 
the 1943 Summer School session, a 
Rural Education Laboratory Work
shop. The Institute for Education
al Leadership in Rural Life, held 
at Marquette University, June 14-18, 
just preceded the St. Clare course, 
and attendance at Marquette was 
named as' the prerequisite for' enroll
ment. 

The. first two weeks of the work
shop were spent on an intensive. study 
of The Manifesto on Rural.Life, with 
the laboratory work beginning in the 
third week. The aim was to apply 
the principles discussed in the M ani
jesto to problems in the Sisters' own 
particular rural schools. To inten~i
fy the application, the class turned 
itself into' a Country Teachers' Co-
operative. . 

The· first problem presented the 
Sisters was the vital question of re
ligion' in the country schools. A 
three-fold objective was adopted: 

1. T.o give rural children a strong 
spiritual background, and to foster 
a full Catholicli:ving that will carry 
over after the graduate leaves school. 

2. To develop in themselves, as 
rural teachers, a definite consciousness 
of the special religious needs of farm 
pupils. 

3. To determine how these needs 
shall be met in teaching catechism, 
in conducting classes, and in organiz- . 
ing social activities. 

Since many of the teachers would 
be in two-room schools, the class was 
divided into the lower grade group 
and the upper grade group. Each 
division chose a chairman. 

The upper grade section undertook 
a titurgical Home Project in which 
the aim was to foster a more complete 

liturgical living in the rural home 
through the medium of the classroom. 
A list was· made of the main events 
in the church cycle from September 
until June and special plans were 
worked out for each. These centered 
around four headings: (1) customs; 
(2 )"school practice; (3) family prepa
ration; and (4) family practice. 
Copies of the project were ntimeo
graphed. The members of the class 
promised to put their outline into ac
tual practice' and to keep in touch 
with each other during ~he school 
year, with the ultimate aim of im
proving the project and publishing it 
for the benefit of others. 

The lower grade section worked out 
their idea in a different way. They 
chose short, catchy slogans for each 
month and planned their work around. 
a patron, a virtue, a prayer, and sev
eral feasts of the month. The Octo
ber number, "In the King's Court," 
has been accepted for publication in 
The Catholic School Journal. 

Their second project wason the 
land and sacramentals, and two aims 
were chosen: 

(1) To carry away a definite idea 
of the possible blessings of the 
Church for the use of the farm
er; 

(2) To reach as many farm homes 
as possible through the medium 
of the classroom in order to 
spread the custom of using sac-

. ramentals more abundantly. 
. The idea of sacramentals on the 

land has never been as prevalent or 
as vigorous in AmeriCa as it is in 
Catholic European countries. The 
Sisters .made a collection of some 
thirty blessings, which they plan to 
put into an attractive form by Christ
mas time, so that the school children 
may take them home to their parents. 
The cooperation of the art Classes in 
this project will be sought. 

The subject of Catholic rural cus-
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toms came next. An effort was made 
to become acquainted with those 
beautiful Catholic rural practices of 
Catholic European farm homes so as 
to be able to spread these customs 
among the farm families in the Sis
ters' respective teaching localities. All 
possible material on the construction 
of shrines was gathered together, and 
a collection of Catholic rural customs, 
which might be taught to the pupils, 
was made. 

Of all the projects, the one on The 
Saints of the Soil stood out. It was 
found that practically nothing has 
been done to publicize farmer saints. 
The Sisters wanted interesting anec
dotes from the lives of farm saints 
which would be interesting to the chil
dren in their classrooms, and for this 
purpose they raided the college reli
gion room, even bringing out ponder
ous old German volumes which they 
thought might yield them informa
tion. But time swept· down upon 
them prematurely with only a few 
stories written tip, so The Saints of 
the Soil Comll1ittee was formed to 
carryon the work throughout the 
school year. 

One of the Sisters in. the lower 
grade section worked out a clever 
little book, A, B, C's on Our Farm. 
Another wrote a play centering about 
a Catholic farm family. Toward the 
end of the summer school, the play 
was put on for the community. It 
went. over in such a big way ·'that 
nearly a hundred of the Sisters asked 
for a copy of the skit for use in their 
schools. 

In spite of tire and gas rationing, 
a field trip was made to the Convent 
farm some four miles from St. Clare 
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College. Besides having a hilarious 
time, the Sisters learned innumerable 
things about a model farm and home. 

Several Sisters from outside com
munities attended the workshop. One 
of these had had practical experience 
in conducting 4-H Clubs, and gave 
the others many valuable suggestions 
as to how this work might actually 
be done by Sisters under Catholic 
auspices. 

A group of ten students from the 
Rural Workshop attended the Town
Country Leadership Summer School 
at the University of Wisconsin on its 
closing day, Friday, July 9, at Madi
son. Monsignor Ligutti was the spe
cial speaker of the day. Dr. Kolb 
was most gracious in his efforts to 
make the day interesting and profit
able to the Sisters of St. Clare Col
lege. Following this meeting, Dr. 
Kolb wrote to the Sisters offering the 
services of the University in the line 
of conferences or special helps. How 
to take advantage of this opportunity 
will be a matter for discussion when 
the Sisters of the Milwaukee Diocese 
meet. to plan a revision of the rural 
curriculum, an outgrowth of the In
stitute at Marquette. 

A number of rural life leaders vis
ited St. Clare during the summer. 
Monsignor William T. Mulloy came 
from Fargo, North Dakota, to give 
his assistance; Monsignor Ligutti 
stopped off to talk to the Sisters; 
Father John Gorman from Granger, 
Iowa, spent two days and gave un
sparingly of his time and experience. 
Father J. Feider, from Jefferson, Wis
consin, and Miss Mary Brady, from 
the University of Wisconsin, contrib
uted many workable ideas. At the 
close of the course, Dr. George Van
der Beke, Head, Department of Edu
cation of Marquette University, gave 
a lecture and practical demonstration 
on the use of visual aid in the rural 
classroom. 

Interest spread to those outside the 
workshop group, and the general 
trend of conversation among the Sis
ters turned countrywards. Qu~stions 
and suggestions were practical and to 
the point. Rural topics were found 
vital and absorbing. This pioneer 
effort)n Rural Workshops opened up 
vast possibilities for the rural· teacher. 
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To the twin spires of the abbey church nestled among man 
acres of tree-covered hills came country pastors of several state~ 
to attend the fourth annual Rural Life School conducted by' the 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference at St. John's University at 
Collegeville. Minnesota. the week of August 8-13. 

Eager young seminarians reached helpfully for the panting pas
tors' grips and guided them to their rooms. The genial abbot. the 
Right Reverend Alcuin Deutsch. O.S.B •• gave assurance of the tra
ditional Benedictine hospitality by his kind smile. proved it by a 
cordial handshake and the warm sincerity of his words. The busy 
and efficient director of the school. Father Schirber. O.S.B.. at
tempting to pay glory to God and tribute to man at the same time . 
was reciting his breviary while solicitously arranging every minu~ 
detail for the welfare of the guests. 

The accommodations and services were perfect. Courteous 
seminarians woke us in the morning and escorted us to the chapel 
for Mass. No ration points worried us at meals and the whole 
wheat bread sold itself so completely that practically every one 
took home a loaf. The clocks on the towers striking every quarter 
hour made even the carrying of watches unnecessary. So self. 
sufficient is life at St. John's that Job's tears are raised to furnish 
the beads for rosaries. 

All the meetings appropriately opened with the collective reci
tation of the Prayer of the Christian Farmer and with readings of 
excerpts from papal writings dealing with rural life. The confer
ences were attuned to the needs of the times and showed the vast 
field of endeavor open to the country p~stor. The speakers came 
from various state and national farm organizations. both public 
and private. With the zeal of an ardent crusader Monsignor Ligutti 
instilled his enthusiasm in all and gave generously of his great store 
of experiences and information on rural life. When discussions 
wandered far afield the soft-spoken voice and clear thinking of 
scholarly Bishop Muench would call them back. shepherd-like. to 
the true fold of right reasoning. Bishop Busch and his coadjutor. 
Bishop Bartholome. and youthful Bishop Binz from the fertile re
gions of Winona. gave encouraging counsel at some of the sessions. 

The mystery of Dean Walster's missing cap. the hidden contrap
tion that on the proper occasion mooed like a cow. the Monsignor's 
story of the moron quail were proof that a sense of humor was not 
lacking. The informal Gaudeamus on the final night. especially 
Father Gilbert's piano recital. was alone worth the effort· of the trip. 

The beautiful abbey grounds presented an ideal setting for the 
school. The gardens and orchard.· the fields and barns. Father 
Matthew's and Father Adelard's experimental stations. offered 
ample opportunities for observing the various phases of agricul
tural pursuits. The calm waters of Lake Sagatagan and the long 
walkS through the woods invited relaxation. The choral recitation 
of the divine office by the monks lifted one's soul upward. Here 
was rest for the body. inspiration for the mind. and for the soul 
that Benedictine Pax, which is as close. I suppose. as we will ever 
come in this world to that peace which once was man's in Eden 
before the fall. 
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T, WHERE AND WHY 

IIO·DYNAMICS 

C. /lflwe, S.J. 

years ago, some able scien
what they called Bio

Farm Research. Their ar-
was this: If the process of 

be hastened, there would 
for more productivity, more 
more health, and more life 

farms. 
Nature, there is a Cycle of 

and Decay which may be 
the Nutrition Cycle. It can be 

ites,ent4~d by a circle. The half of 
circle on the left, from the bot
to the top, represents Growth; 

the. half on the right, from the top 
to the bottom, represents Decay. The 
ilnportance of the first half, the Law 
. of Growth, is well known in these 
days of food rationing. But growth 
can be speeded up only by speed
ing up decay, that is, by speeding 
up the renewal of the soil's fertility. 
If no provision is made for the return 
of decayed substances to the soil, 
growth is retarded. The farmer's 
job is to keep the operation of the 
cycle complete. The second half is 
just as important as the first. 

Fertility in soil is not something 
that can be hauled around like coal 
and oil. It must be supplied by 
manure from animals and by decay
ing vegetable matter .. Between soil, 
plants, animals, and men a vital, 
mutual interdependence exists. Prop
erly balanced on the land, they form 
a rotating wheel-of-life. Soil produces 
plants; plants provide food for ani
mals; both plants and animals furnish 
food for man. To perpetuate the 
rotation, the soil must be fed with 
humus to keep alive the living or
ganisms (livestock under the ground) 
which in tum will supply the min
erals and vitamins to the plant 
foods. 

If the farmer is to work intelligent-

Iy with Nature on his farm, he must 
keep in mind the wholeness, the one
ness, the completeness of Nature in 
the life on his farm. When children 
put together a jig-saw puzzle, they 
keep their eyes on the complete pic
ture. This gives them the clues by 
which they place the parts in their 
proper relationship to form the image 
of animal, or building, or scenic view. 
In the same way the farmer must 
keep the totality of Nature before 
him while he works with the parts 
such as soil structure, soil organisms, 
soil minerals, soil vitamins, humus, 
seeds, plants, animals, men. There 
must be unity and balance between 
the parts, a right proportion of each . 

This organic ordering is Nature's 
law. In order to survive, each part 
is dependent upon some other. 

If a farmer specializes in wheat 
only, the soil life in' his wheat field 
suffers, and wheat will finally suffer, 
too. The· soil fertility wil,1 not be re
newed in proportion to the amount 
removed and an abundant, disease
free crop cannot be expected. The 
same is true if anyone crop is spe
cialized in year after year. Under 
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such conditions the mere dumping of 
mineral fertilizers in any amount 
or in any combination will not re
store the needed humus. The pat
tern of life is disturbed. In other 
words, highly commercialized or me
chanized farming destroys the bi
ological relationships, the biological 
balance and unity. 

Nature, then, may be said to be a 
storehouse to which the farmer holds 
the biological key. He may refuse to 
cooperate with Nature by throwing 
away the biological key and forcing 
the lock with a mechanical key or a 
commercial key. Nature can be 
robbed. But Nature can also fight 
back and refuse to be productive. 
Nature can allow famine and disease 
and pestilence to take over if the 
biological key is not used. What 
must the farmer do to cooperate with 
Nature? How is he to use the bi
ological key to get at Nature's store
house? How can he preserve the 
pattern of life and keep a biological 
balance in the fields? 

Diversified farming with a rotation 
of crops and livestock, woods and 
meadows, so planned that each makes 
a sound contribution to the others, 
will assist Nature's nutrition and soil 
renewal plan, ·and will enable the 
farmer to keep the life cycle com
plete. If vegetation is not burned 
and if the farm manure is handled 
carefully, Nature will apply the rules 
of growth and decay, and crop 'and 
animal production will increase with 
the acceleration of decay. 

Recognizing this basic agricultural 
principle, the scientists said: "There 
must be some way to direct and to 
assist natural, healthy decomposition 
of vegetable and animal matter into 
neutral humus." 

"If we wish to make bread," they 
went on, "we mix water and flour to 
a dough. If this simply stands, a 
yeast bacteria (wild yeast) will set
tle on it and in time bring about a 
fermentation, but. the bread will be 
sour, bitter, hard, and not edible. 
So we use a special yeast culture or 
a controlled sour dough to get a good 
quick fermentation." 

Next they argued: "We should 
not allow farm manure to ferment in 
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an accidental way. We should study 
the agents of decay, bacterial and 
plant forces, in order to learn to con
trol the decomposition of manure into 
neutral, collodial humus, and, if pos
sible, to hasten the process. Thus 
we can prevent the usual losses which 
accompany the accidental rotting of 
vegetable matter (straw, stalks, 
leaves, old hay, etc.) and we can 
also prevent the damage caused when 
raw or half-rotten products of decay 
fill the ground with harmful pro
teids." 

The Bio~ Dynamo Research group 
made a painstaking exploration to 
find the substances that would aid 
in the rapid decomposition of matter 
into neutral humus. They worked 
with different combinations of fer
ments until they found that the fer
menting activity they wanted resided 
in certain plant preparations. These 
plant preparations are humus-like 
plant substances gained by special 
processes from such well-known me
dicinal herbs as chamomile, yarrow, 
sting-nettle, oak bark, dandelion, va
lerian, etc. Small portions of these 
preparations, rich in plant hormones 
and growth-stimulating qualities, are 
inserted in holes made in manure 
heaps. There the preparations intro
duce a swift, healthy process of de
composition, working like yeast 
works in dough. In this biological 
breakdown of once-living matter, soil 

bacteria and earthworms multiply 
rapidly to complete the work of 
preparing food supplies for the crops. 

I~ the Bio-Dynamic system, liquid 
manure is preserved in tanks or cis
terns. The same preparations are 
used in the tanks where the liquid 
manure can ferment and lose its 
rankness and finally go into the ma-
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nure heaps. Liquid· manure, if it is 
well fermented, can be diluted in a 
ratio of about one-third liquid ma
nure to two-thirds water and sprayed 
directly on the fields at the rate of 
about 2,000 gallons to the acre. 

The use of Bio-Dynamics in humus
making calls for extra time and work, 
but the additional effort results in 
increasingly fertile soil and the pro
du~tion of healthy crops, animals and 
foods, and saves time and work wasted 
by soil-mining, laziness and ignorance. 
The cash farmer and the lazy farmer 

upset the balance of Nature so that 
sooner or later time and effort must 
be spent in fighting erosion; in over
coming drouth conditions caused by 
excessive run-off of water from dead 
soils; and in killing pests and curing 
diseases in plants and animals. Pests 
and diseases have their own origin 
in a sick soil, and unless the fertility 
is restored, the time soon approaches, 
as it has today on many farms, 
when decent, healthy crops and ani
mals can no longer be raised no mat
ter how much the farmer labors. 

Some farmers go over their ma
chinery periodically and replace worn
out parts and yet never make a re
placement on their soil. Each year 
they work harder and produce less. 
Each year sickness in crops and ani
mals multiplies. The farmer is soon 
worked to death by the very Nature 
whose balance he is upsetting, and 
conditions finally become so bad 
that he is ashamed to bring in his 
wretched harvest. But if a farmer 
continually checks up on the condi
tion of his soil fertility and replaces 
it, his labor in the fields will be in
creasingly productive, and the work 
of fighting pests and disease will be 
eliminated. Animals will be healthy 
because they feed on crops rich in 
minerals· and vitamins. 

The farmer's work must be 
with reverent and intelligent 
care. There are old things 
forget as well as new things to 
It will pay him to look into 
carefully the bulletins and 
lets* that are available to 
will find much information ~U\JUL".r 
mals, crops, soil rotations, farm 
farm organi~ations, farm enl'I'''",,,,, 
care of trees, etc. He will learn 
to do composting and how to 
up this work through the use 
dynamic preparations. He 
keep in contact with the center 
laboratory for Bio-Dynamic 
and Gardening recently founded 
Kimberton Farms, Phoenixville' 
Pennsylvania. But in his discover; 
of how to combine the best new prac
tices with the old tricks of the trade 
he should never put into operatio~ 
any practice until he is certain that 
it belongs in the total biological bal
ance and unity of the farm. 

Thus the farmer will always be 
secure in his way of life. He will not 
scheme for a cash killing in one or 
two years to be followed by a reck
less move to Florida or California. 
He will prosper and be happy in his 
farm home, and when he dies, or per
haps even before, he will give it to 
his free sons and daughters. He will 
love his land and through it be ele
vated to the love of God Who has 
ordered Nature so marvelously and 
with Whom he has been a partner in 
faiining. 

*Reading to Save the Home, John J. Rawe, 
S. J.; books and pamphlets on Bio-Dynamies; 
available from Book Department, National 
Oatholic Rural Life Oonference. 

TRANSPLANTING 
Florenc:e Hynes Willette 

Pic:k the last pale tired flower 
For a breastknot: prune the shoots: 
Carefully wltb spade and trowel 
Loose the roots. 

In a new plac:e of your c:hoosing 
Dig a hole moon-round and deep: 
Set and c:over there the roofling: 
Let It sleep. 

.t is wise, sometimes, transplanting: 
Good and not so passing strange-
Worn with giving, even people 
Need a changel 
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ENA MAN'S. A MAN 

"iT WAS on a Saturday morning in 
":;a.' September and Gerald Masters 
was setting out with team and hay
rack. Gerald was only fourteen, but 

. bisfather had stepped on a nail and 
\Vas laid up for a while, and it was 
wartime now and there was an acute 
shortage of farm help and Ed Beals, 
the neighbor who was filling silo to-

, day, had been over last night and had 
begged that Gerald be sent to help 
haul corn bundles to the ensilage 
cutter. Gerald's mother hadn't been 
very anxious to let him go-Gerald 
was just a boy, she said. Gerald's 
father had said that the boy could go, 
to help out in a pinch, but that by 
evening he'd be as tired as a dog. 
Gerald himself had, of course, ex
pressed views' of his own. "Why," 
he said, "1 could fill silo all year and 
not get tired." 

"We won't work him very hard," 
Beals had said. "Look at me I My 
father put me to work so young that 
1 used to have to stand on a box' so 
1 could harness my horses! And it 
didn't stunt me any 1 " 

So it had finally been agreed that 
Gerald take team and hayrack and 
help fill silo; and now he was on the 
road, on his way to the Beals farm. 

Mrs. Masters stood in the doorway 
and watched her boy go. The road 
there was a secondary township road 
of dirt; there had been a light rai~ 
a couple of days ago, just enough rain 
for the cars and the wide-rimmed hay
racks to make two flat and glistening 
tracks; and there Gerald went with 
his team and hayrack, toward the low 
Sun that was still blurred by mists; 
the road ahead laid out as with two 
silver ribbons and with the fence rows 
on either side bright with yellow iron
weed in the fullest mornirig bloom. 

Yes, there he went. Just as if he 
was starting out in life for himself. 
This was the first time that he had 
eVer gone away from home with team 

and wagon. His mother hoped that 
he wouldn't have to work too hard 
during the day. Beals had said that 
they weren't going to work him very 
hard. But, of course, that didn't 
mean much. Beals said something 
one minute and forgot it the next. 
He farmed on a big scale and had too 
much on his mind. 

For one thing, Gerald would be 
working close by, where his mother 
could keep an eye on him. Beals lived 
east a half mile, but his land ex
tended westward and lay directly be
yond the Masters farm place, across 
the road. The field of fodder where 
the men would work was less than 
twenty rods from the Masters house. 

The corn binder was already .at 
work, creeping along, half hidden, 
close to the edge of the corn and 
throwing out bundle after bundle. 
The ground there was an, old pasture 
and the corn was heavy and tall; a 
storm had twisted it up a little, and 
all along the row individual stalks 
were leaning out, as if they had heard 
the binder rattling and wanted to see 
what was coming. 

A hayrack came out to start load
ing the bundles. It was not yet seven 
o'clock., The cornfields still glistened 
with dew, but when filling silo one 
didn't have to wait for the dew to go 
away. It would be a long day for 
Gerald. And a warm one, too. Yes
terday was warm. Today would be 
just like yesterday. September heat 

, could be a hot and sticky heat. 
All morning the men worked, and 

all morning Mrs. Masters could hear 
the moan of the ensilage cutter and 
the purr of the tractor. She saw Ger
ald come to the field, load the long 
heavy bundles of corn, take the load 
up to the cutter, then return soon 
with the empty hayrack. Then there 
was a stop for dinner and, when Ger
ald came to the field again and started 
to load at the corner nearest the Mas-
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ters farm place, Mrs. Masters said 
to her h1.J,sband, "I'm going to walk 
across the field and see how Gerald 
is getting along." 

"Oh, shucks, let him be l" said her 
husband, who sat with his foot bound 
up. "Gerald is getting along all right. 
Don't bother himl" 

"I'm going to see himl He might 
be sick from the heat, or have the 
backache from lifting those heavy 
bundles." 

So she set out. It would be only a 
short walk. The sun was bright and 
hot and a few gossamers were drift
ing slowly through the almost mo
tionless air. Along the fence row the 
leaves of the wild rose bushes were 
turning red, to match the globules 
which once were roses. 

When she came up to Gerald she 
found that his shirt was wringing wet 
with perspiration. 

"Gerald, how are you getting 
along?" she asked. 

"Oh, finel" he replied, quickly. 
"Say, rna, they couldn't get help 
enough so they drove three great big 
hogs into the silo pit and now the hogs 
are tramping the silo 1 The ensilage 
falls right on 'em and they keep climb
ing up on it, and in that way they 
just keep tramping it, as good as any 
men can do 1 " 

"You're not too hot, are you? Are 
you dizzy?" 

"No, I'm all right, and when the 
silo is full they're going to let the 
hogs down with ropes and pulleys. 
All the men are joking about it and 
saying that the farmers are going to 
get rich this year, the way hogs are 
going up!" 

"You're not too tired, are you?" 

69 



"Dh gosh no. You know, Prince 
Henry he didn't know that there were 
hogs in the silo, he thought that 
there were men, like always, and he 
wanted to see who was up there and 
so he started up the chute, and then 
he said, 'Holy smokes, they must be 
working hard-the way they grunt I , " 

"You're not drinking too much 
water, are you, Gerald?" 

"No. We've got five doors full 
already and the juice is oozing out of· 
the door cracks at the bottom. There's 
about a hundred million flies drinking 
up the juice. Gee, it's too bad that 
Uncle George isn't there-he could 
drink it, too!" 

"Gerald, you mustn't make fun of 
your poor Uncle George that way. 
He's tried to quit drinking, but it's 

just his weak nature that won't let 
him. Don't laugh at him-pray for 
him!" 

"Hank Weber has a horse that likes 
that corn juice. This noon when the 
horse was unhitched it walked over to 
the silo and stuck its head in the 
chute and licked the corn juice. Hank 
says that that horse will drink right 
out of the swill barrel, too, whenever 
it gets a chance." 

"Listen, Gerald, I'll be going back 
now. Don't work too hard. If you 
get dizzy, sit in the shade a while. 
You're just a boy yet." _ 

"Say, rna, I heard a joke about a 
swill barrel at noon today. It's a 
good one. Mike McDonald went fish
ing and didn't catch anything but a 
turtle. He took the turtle home and 
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CONFESSION 
Ruth Landolina 

I kneel to pray, 
And when I plant green things to grow 
I kneel again, 
Because 
Both prayers and seeds 
Confess 
How much I trust in God. 

By permission of ,Extension 

• 

threw it in the swill barrel, like he 
always does, where the turtle eats 
cottage cheese and gets big and fat 
and makes good soup. And Mike he 
had a new hired man who was eating 
cottage cheese out of the swill bar
rel, too-except that he called it lim
berger-and one day the hired man 
reached down to pull out a slab of 
limberger and the turtle bit him on 
the finger. 'Gosh,' said the hired 
man, 'I never knew that limberger 
could get strong enough to bite!' " 

"That's a good story all right. 
Those corn bundles are awfully 
heavy, aren't -they?" 

"They sure are. The ground is 
-rich here, and Ed Beals says that 
this eight-acre patch will fill the silo 
to the top. These bundles are so tall 
that when you lay 'em crosswise they 
cover the whole bottom of the hay
rack. But 1 can handle 'em!" 

"Now don't work too hard I And 
don't get overheated!" 

"No, and I better get to work, be
cause the fellow who's behind me is 
coming out already and I haven't got 
a dozen bundles on yet." 

His mother went home then, and 
the afternoon wore on. Gerald hauled 
one load, two loads, three. He came 
out for his fourth. His mother saw 
one of his horses lean over and bite 
off a broad leaf of corn. As the horse 
walked along eating the leaf it shook 
its head up and down and the leaf 
caught the sunlight and showed bright 
and green and transparent. 

The gossamers thickened, and by 
evening they hung from the fences 
and, suspended from clod to clod, lay 
upon the fall plowing and formed, 
altogether, a gleaming pathway under 
the sun. It was six o'clock then and 

the hayracks were still cOming 
the field. 

"It's past six," said Mrs. 
"Surely they won't send Gerald 
for another load!" 

"They may," said her 
"Beals wants to finish the job 

At six-thirty another hay 
headed for the field. It was 

"Beals told us that he wasn't 
ing to work Gerald very hard!" 
Mrs. Masters angrily . 

"Gerald'll live through it," 
her husband. "Now just suppose 
that he had to go to war, like Rich
ard!" 

Like Richard! Richard was her 
sister's boy. Richard was only eight
een. 

"The trouble with us," said her 
husband philosophically, "is that just 
as soon as we send one of our boys 
to work out we begin to wonder if 
he's being abused." 

Mrs. Masters saw Gerald come 
toward the field of fodder, his tired 
horses in a slow walk, and to the east
ward directly before her she saw her 
chickens setting forth to forage in the 
alfalfa, as they always did set forth 
in the twilight hour-white chickens 
they were, and they made the alfalfa 
patch look like green waters dotted 
with yachts. She thought of the bat
tle fronts the world over. The hell 
holes, as the papers said they were. 
Guadalcanal. The Tunisian sands. 
Attu. Bullets and bayonets, malaria 
and snakes. 

Yes, Gerald would be home late 
tonight. And when he reached home 
he would be as tired as a dog. But 
he would -come home. 
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LE WHEAT 

. Because "of all the occu
which a living is made 

than agriculture, none 
;Ul':J~"~", none more becoming 

of a free man." (Cice
every woman's hope 

is to become queen of a 
there is no better place 

to reign as queen than in 
on the land. 

By making the rural home 
place so that the children, 

will wish to duplicate 
their own future homes. By 

work on the farm a joy and 
an intelligent process 

a drudgery. By planning the 
the farm home with the whole 
in view-all to have respon-
all to cooperate, all to share 
rewards. By teaching the 
Rule in the natural relation-

. of the farm family with neigh-
··oors and the community. By look

ing at living on a farm as something 
sacred and holy, as a partnership 
with God. By making religious loyal
ties an essential part and parcel of the 
life of the family. 

WHO? The money seekers, the 
pleasure mad, the worldly-minded, 
the shortsighted, the less intelligent 
will leave. The ones who have a real 
sense of values, who love indepen
dence, who want stability and secu
rity; who desire to live on through 
future generations-in other words, 
the best will remain on the farm. 

L. G. LIGUTTI 

The future of America will be de
cided by the little children growing 
up in the rural communities, because 
that is where the children are. 

OTIS MOORE 

The Pastor 

The stability of a Commonwealth 
is tested by the position of the Fam
ily; and the position of the Family 
is tested by the position of the Grand
parents. Our urbanized organization 
is, as we have seen, essentially based 
on waste; not only of . time and of 
material, but of wisdom. Only the 
Land can find for the wisdom and 
falling strength of Old Age, that which 
is of essential value in the primary 
duty of giving mankind food for his 
mouth, clothes for his body, and a 
roof over his head. 

FR. VINCENT McNABB, O.P., S.T.M. 

The Cross and The Plough . 

The farmer and the country will 
prosper if the plow is kept in the 
hands of the owner. Every new home 

. that is established, the possessor of 
which cultivates his own free-hold, 
is adding a new and strong pillar to· 
the edifice of the state. 

REV. ANTHONY LACHOWSKY, C.S.Sp. 

Jefferson ... saw that there is such 
a thing as despotism and that its 
alternative is political freedom. He 
sought a basis for rational freedom, 
and he found it in an agrarian and 
decentralized society. Jefferson's les
son to his fellow-countrymen may 
be one that we must learn again; 
like him we may return to the com-

. mon man in order to escape the cen
tralized and total state in the twen
tieth centry. 

FRANCIS G. WILSON 

The Review of Politics 

We cannot live without the earth 
or apart from it, and something is 
shrivelled in a man's heart when he 
turns away from it and concerns 
himself only with the affairs of men. 

MARJORIE K. RAWLINGS 

Cross Creek 
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The strength of any nation is de
termined by its agriculture. In order 
to have strong rural areas, it is neces
sary to produce the food and feed 
needed on the farms and to sell the 
surplus on chosen markets in an effi
cient manner. It is well to keep in 
mind that a sound farm program and 
a good home are important and es
sential to the war effort. The live-at
home program and the conservation 
of human and natural resources are 
important, sound, and practical at all 
times, regardless of whether we are 
experiencing war or peace, prosperity 
or poverty. 

Thet;e is a definite need for improv
ing the health conditions of our na
tion by improving the diet of all the 
people with nutritious foods. If we 
are to have a balanced prosperity, 
ample food must be available for our 
people. We must win this war. Food 
is one of the most powerful of all 
weapons. Food is necessary for the 
military forces of our nation, for the 
allied nations, and will playa big part 
in the peace program after the war. 
Food is als6 necessary to living at 
home, to improving our school lunch 
program, and to developing ourcoun
try as a whole. 

S. M. JACKSON 

It is a matter of experience that it 
is far easier to attract men to the 
city than to get them back to the land, 
far less difficult to induce industry to 
grow at the expense of the other fel
low than to force overgrown industry 
to break up into more human units. 

J; T. WHITE, S. J. 

The Catholic World 
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There is a deep satisfaction in a 
good garden close to the house. On' 
this patch of earth a farmer and 
his wife perform nobly. Here they 
stir the land most hopefully, for here 
they conserve and replenish the soil 
gladly. Here they deal justly with 
the Almighty, and here they reap 
abundantly. 

The young mother on the arm of 
her husband walks first to the garden. 
Here little feet first make tracks in 
loose soil. Here the child first sees 
seed planted, waits for the rows of 
new sprouts, sees the spaces between 
filled with other sprouts-learns that 
beans and beets have to be protected 
from weeds and grass. A farm child 
learns to keep the garden gate shut 
against the chickens and pigs long 
before he knows anything about war 
or politics. 

Year after year, the garden yields 
up its dishes for those who tend it. 
Then one afternoon an old man, too 
feeble to reach the fields or even the 
barn, hobbles out of the garden and 
closes the gate behind him. In a 
few days the neighbors gather, their 
faces sad, their voices low. The old 
man's last tracks are in the garden .. 

That garden could have been across 
the road, or on the other side of the 
house. The real meaning of a good 
garden anywhere is that we could 
make gardens almost everywhere. 

ARTHUR F. RAPER 

Tenants of the Almighty 

As the family, so the state. Let 
family life be weak and the state 
must . be weak; let family life be 
strong, and the whole nation will rest 
securely in its strength. 

BISHOP WILLIAM A. GRIFFIN 

The Catholic Family Monthly 

The soldiers who come back and 
who are sane enough to think at all 
will turn away from destruction and 
bloodshed and seek health for their 
shattered bodies and peace for their 
tired minds on the land and in farm
ing. 
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MOST REV. F. A. THILL, D. D. 

Bishop of Concordia 

If we are a wise, far-seeing people, 
every available vacant farm within 

. reach of church and school should be 
occupied. Farms that are large 
enough for two should be divided
one-half to be transferred to a mar
ried son or a married daughter. The 
home crafts should be developed. 
Buy less _ and less, and make more! 
Everything reasonable should be done 
to make rural life attractive from a 
spiritual, cultural, domestic, com
munity, recreational and monetary 
point of view. 

MOST REv. J. R. MACDONALD, D. D. 

Bishop of Peterborough 

First, husbandry gives to the men 
and women engaged in it-even the 
humblest-whole tasks to perform. 
Secondly, once husbandry has been re
lieveq from the depredations of fi
nancial sharks and undue control and 
has been ensured an adequate return 
for the vital work done, it is, par ex
cellence, the way of life most readily 
adapted to small ownership. The 
wage-earning farm laborer, properly 
treated and encouraged, is one of the 
most promising of potential owners. 
Thirdly, husbandry is the work upon 
which depends the very existence of 
all other activities, and so not only 
begins the building of a new social 
era in the right place, namely the 
foundations, but also starts with an 
initial advantage over industry or 
commerce by being already more in 
tune with the essentials of human 
nature. 

Editorial 
The Weekly Review 

It would be a mistake 
that because you have coal 
a!1y other source of energy , 
will remain for all time the 
the industrial world. There 
developments . . . that rob oil 
prominence ... just as oil ~"'"ll1J1"r 
coal, and poor mankind will 
follow the newcomer in new 
tions if it allows itself to be 
impressed by the mirage of new 
sibiIities opened up by the 
progress of science ... The big 
wrought by the machine was 
disappearance of the artisan, 
while technically an industrial 
er could still be a man with a 
and a small farm and could 
the sense Of being a producer 
whatever he applied his time to ... 
Mass production has shown itself to 
be the enemy of man's personality, 
his liberty and his dignity. ..' 

If the matter stands thus, we can
not-hesitate. If it comes to a choice, 
we must scrap this mechanical civ
ilization rather than man's dignity. 
We must help him to get back his 
lost liberty and his lost dignity, give 
him back the chance of living with
out impoverishing himself material
ly, intellectually, and morally: this 
means a return to real civilization 
... We must see that man dominates 
the machine ... . Any step towards 
making the worker think of him
self, to live his own life, spend more 
time in his own home, cannot but 
serve to remove the menace caused 
by indiscriminate herding together 
of men, which we. call factory life 
... A return to the idea of the work
er as an artisan with all its necessary 
consequences of decentralization of 
big industry to the limits of the na
tion's needs should not be considered 
as turning back the clock, but as cor
recting an inaccurate clock that has 
gone too fast. 

GUSTAVO COLONNETTI 

Osservatore Romano 

.-
-= 
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FIst Tlme-Slow TIme 

Rural· Ohio goes on Central War 
Time. Urban Ohio goes on Eastern 
War Time. That's one excuse for 
long sermons. Start on fast; finish 
on slow time. You have one hour 
to spare. 

Father Martin, O. S. B., and Off 
the Track were the end men; Father 
Frommherz, the -manager; Father 
Ulrich, O. S. B., and Fathers "ChieP' 
Myers, Sossong, McKeown, Eisel, 
the ballet ensemble. We were greeted 
with wooden shoes by the Chaplain 
of Notre Dame Convent, Toledo, and 
by a leaky boat at Sand Lake (don't 
miss a fish fry at Father Frommherz' 
cottage). 

St. Francis Convents at Tiffin and 
Sylvania are delightful places. We 
shall not forget the Dominicans at 
Adrian where Irish honor was de
fended and art flourishes. Mary 
Manse at Toledo was the last stand, 
and then there was a rush with no 
available seat or supper on the New 
York Central. But why worry when 
one can order Mostaccioli al sugo at 
the Lido in Chicago, even though 
it is close to midnight! 

St. Isidore 

At Upper Sandusky, where the 
much traveled pastor, Father Mc
Keown, dwells, we found a statue of 
St. Isidore on the Gospel side of the 
altar. 

Farm Bureau Vs. Farmers Ullloll 

We work for both. A nice meet
ing in Dubuque on March 28 with 
Jim Patton, president of Farmers 
Union, was held in St. Mary's Casino. 
A splendid group ·of priests and peo
ple was present. 

July 19·20·2' 

We worked for the Ohio Farm Bu
reau. At New Washington with yarn
spinning Father Sossong; at Ottoville 
by the creek, where Father Gerwert 
reigns and Matt Klein fishes; at St. 
Michael's Ridge with Father Eisel, 
where men eat well, but the dog 
makes out by himself a few days at 
a time. 

Sisters Oil '''e Alert 

Sell a racket to the teaching Sis
ters and you have sold it to the world. 
So we tried to sell the NCRLC to 
our good nuns during the summer of 
1943. We started at Marquette on 
June 14 and stopped the campaign 
(pro temp) at Crookston and· Villa 
Scholastica, Duluth. In Ohio. it was 
prearranged and organized. Else
where catch as catch can. Monsignor 
Mulloy went over big at Milwaukee 
and· La Crosse. He always does. 

Cows alld Dry lalld 

It's a long way from Las Vegas 
to St. John's, but we made it. It's 
always good to be at St. John'S. The 
atmosphere, the monks, and Dennis 
Hynes! The high-class program
old friends--hot discussions-.:-and the 
hospitable bread of the sons of Bene
dict. 

Richardton on the rolling prairies 
will give you the feel of the West
scorching sun, cold breezes, all in 
twenty-four hours. 

The priests of the open country
well! They are just different. As 
their altar boy faces change to bronze, 
their outlook on life, their humane-· 
ness, become apparent, then strong, 
then fixed. 

There is no room for the weakling, 
no spot for the faint of heart. It is 
they who are laying a foundation for 
days and centuries to come. They 
are pioneers in every sense of the 
word. The West is but beginning. 
It is an empire in its infancy. 
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Hello. 'am.'.o,' 
On the Track lectured in Italian to 

the Montezuma boys, a most delight
ful group of bright, cheerful Mexi
canos. We sang Sangre, Fe, Victoria 
with them; we pulled weeds and 
piled up assorted lumber under the 
episcopal direction of Peoria's Chief 
Shepherd. 

The Field Mass and the Procession 
on closing day were memorable. The 
tinge of sunrise mountain air, the 
echo from across the Gallina Valley. 
Viva Christo Rey sang the sons of 
the Martyrs of Mexico, the children 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Good Will 

Secretary Wickard, quoted else
were in this issue. (page 63), tells us 
that good will towards Mexico can
not be just "good wish." We accom
panied a group of brilliant and sin
cere young Mexican students on a 
tour sponsored by Bishop O'Hara's 
Inter-American Institute. They came 
to see what we American Catholics do 
and how we cooperate with our Gov
ernment and how our Government 
cooperates with us. They learned. 
We listened to them, and we learned 
of their problems and their view
points. 

It is our conviction that the ones 
within or without the Church who 
oppose or criticize such viSits and 
mutual understanding are deliberately 
opposing a rapprochement and ma
liciously fostering ill will. The prin
ciple of Christian charity demands 
forgiveness of sin and promises light 
to the ignorant. Granted, not admit
ted, that there exists sin and ignorance 
on their part, and that only we 
are the holy ones, we still advocate 
cordiality and . assistance as efficient 
builders of good will. 

Plgeoll lalre Camp. WI,coII". 

It is good to get out where there 
is no phone, no papers. Too bad they 
permit Economic Conferences at such 
lovely spots! 

SerIous Busllless 

You can rely on hot weather in 
St. Louis for any summer school you 
plan, but it is always cool at the 
Muny Opera. 



DAMMED UP 
Prologue 

That's the EXpression used during 
the DEpression years. It referred to 
hundreds of thousands of young peo
ple "dammed up on the farms" of 
America. They were born there, they 
were trained there, and they had 
to stay there-dammed ... to stay on 
the farm-because the industries and 
the cities could not absorb them. 

And now . •. 

soldiers and sailors, WACs and 
WAVEs, munition makers and ci
vilian extras, from the city and from 
the country, are working hard-all 
producing for victory and for peace. 

A day will come •.. 
when the war will be over, when 

ordnance plants will close, when serv
ice men and women will be honorably 
discharged, when the stock market 
will go tumbling down. 

Their up again ••. 
will things rise. A year-a few 

years of prosperity-a great demand 
for consumer goods - a wave of 
spending. 

Then down and down and down ••• 
dammed up - dammed in - but 

mostly dammed out of work! The 
same old cycle-the same old story. 

Once upon a tIme ... 
there was a goodly and wholesome 

race of men who lived in a very 
beautiful and bountiful countryside. 
They were born; they enjoyed the 
playdays of childhood amidst flowers 
and trees and the green grass; they 
mingled their youthful sports with 
the songs of the birds; they loved 
and were loved; they mated and 
reared families; they sat in the coun
cils; they wisely pondered and sol
emnly jUdged; they passed on at a 
ripe old· age. 

There was a river . • . 
that peacefully flowed in the broad 

valley below, seaward bound. From 
hill and dale, rivulets and singing 
brooks came cascading among the 
pines and hemlocks. A distant sister 
river and a brother torrent joined to 
form the mighty river that marched 
to the sea. 
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In the name of progress . .. 

one day massive engines roared. 
Mountain sides crashed and crumbled. 
A gigantic wall stopped the natural, 
peaceful flow of limpid waters to the 
mighty river below. 

There were plans and plans . .. 

on how to use the impounded wa
ters - great dynamos - irrigation . 
ditches-beehive cities-buildings ris
ing to the sky to bury men in their 
canyons. 

The water kept on flowIng . .. 

It came from gentle rains and 
melting snows, from clear springs and 
land-locked lakes. Its power dashed 
madly against the mighty dam. Angri
ly it formed whirlpools to strike again 
and again, to be rebuffed and turned 
back to mingle with the rebellious 
brood of sister river and brother 
torrent. 

Dammed-dammed-dammed •.• 

and no use for that dashing power. 
No peace in the beautiful valley
driftwood, jetsam, and flotsam as by 
the sea. 

Disconcerted ... 

were the goodly men-dismayed 
the white-locked ancients of vi,llages 
and mountainside. The sparkling wa
ters born in the bosom of their home
land were turgid and useless. They 
no longer contributed their due meas
ure to quench thirst, to carry the 
color to the violet, and the fragrance 
to the rose. 

The wasted power . . . 

that could have lightened burdens, 
that could have transported emaci
ated slum dwellers to the seashore was 
penned up in the valley of goodly 
men, and the goodly men saw an end 
to their own progeny, saw a change 
in their peaceful ways! 

Then spoke a wise one . .. 

from their midst: "Methinks we 
are doomed, beloved brethren, if we 
await a new order based on disorder. 
Even if the mighty power is used 
far away, what shall we have here 
under our own stars and blue sky? 

t 
t 

"LfJrd, TII,'I 
In memory of. 

Lover of 

The murmur of falling waters, the 
whispering of the pines, the dwelling 
place of singing birds and sly-eyed 
furred animals will disappear from 
our midst. The empty promise of 

,great good to come elsewhere at a 
future time is but a mirage and a 
fool's dream. Shall we be merely 
a cradle ·for robots? Shall we be 
doomed to generate future automa
tons? Shall we forego the joy of be
holding our own countenance in our 
children's children?" 
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shook their gray locks ••• 

thus spake another: "That 
which we behold-our youth, 

our hope-springs from the side of 
mountains. Where there is a 

wherever a lake is found 
ovedlolwiIlf! its goodness through crag 
and rock, there is power. There it 

.' can be harnessed; there it can be 
made to serve. There is more waste 
in the great mingling of waters and 
less beauty and less humanity. Let us 
harness it at its birthplace." 

To work then • • • 

urged another of the sages: "Let 
every rivulet be a source of power, 
every drop of falling water a new' 
force at its source. Let not the 
brain and brawn of our youth be 
locked in the whirlpool of the mighty 
lake or be cast off as excess and. 
useless power." 

And so they • •• 

set to work-here and there and 
everywhere-intelligently, ingenious
ly, shrewdly, cunningly. Alone and 
in groups they studied and planned 
and put into action their plans and 
their dreams. 

flo longer did • •• 

they behold their streams and 
laughing waters become jetsam and 
flotsam; no longer did they watch 
their children lose themselves in the 
whirlpools and canyons of mass pro
duction and slums. 

They had solved • • • 

their problem at its source. They 
had planned where planning is min
gled with humaneness, where effi
ciency does not interfere with beauty, 
where love and not gold is the meas
ure of success. 

Where t ... poor ••• 

and the worldly inferior is treated 
as a brother in Christ, where even the 
humble and apparently worthless can 
be proud of his small contribution and 
achievement, and where humbleness 
can be greatness. 

The wise ones ••• 

of the valley had solved their local 
problem, thereby contributing their 
share in the solution of the world 
problem. 

A lesson for .US ••• 

There is power in power no matter 
where it is found. As the leafy vege
table is richer in vitamins when cut 
by the hand of the housewife and 
served a few steps away in the family 
kitchen, so is manpower, man's in
telligence, man's acumen, man's heart, 
man's charity, the greater when used 
amidst the surroundings of his child
hood. 
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The world problem ••• 

is the problem of each, and every 
nation, with its resources, human 
and material; with its traditions, its 
love, its pride, its abilities, and its 
possibilities. 

A nation's problem ••• 

is the problem of each and every 
community, its soil and mines, its 
mountains and seashore, its rivers 
and forests, its machines and fac
tories, its churches and schools, its 
men and women, its youth and tod
dling infants-there and there alone 
can the weighty national problem be 
solved. 

For there alone • • • 

lies the final power. There alone 
lies the great motivation, the close
to-man reason for planning and ac
tion. 

And so ••• 

let not the solution of postwar 
problems be awaited from on high, 
from a great white father, from po
litical or legislative effetas. Broad 
lines and general directions are de
sirable. Detailed plans and faraway 
controls are more than negatively 
harmful; they are positive handicaps. 

All leaders ••• 

by nature or by position should 
know their responsibilities: to edu
cate,. to inspire, to march ahead by 
word and example. In small places 
and big places, at, the crossroads or 
on Broadway,localleadership is avail
able, needed, and imperative. 

We appeal ••• 

to the countryside; to its people 
and its leaders. The boys will come 
back to you! Welcome them with 
open arms not as supernumerary visi
tors in a land that cannot use them, 
but as essential in the development 
of the community, as contributors 
and not beneficiaries, as assets and 
not liabilities. 

Only to the extent ••• 

that local communities plan and 
act will the nation emerge triumphant 
in its victory, and the world happy 
in its longed-for peace! 
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TlJe Nil/fit PflstfJ/'S PfIle 

EMBER DAYS AND THE LAND 

Thomas Allen. O.S.B. 

Throughout the centuries the Cath
olic Church has favored agriculture 
perhaps more than any other occupa
tion. Our Lord Himself spent most 
of his earthly life in a rural environ
ment. More than half of His parables 
breathe the atmosphere of the land 
or farm. The early Church was cen
tered in the cities. But in the course 
of time many farmers living near the 
large centers were converted to the 
faith. Later on in the fifth century 
a Christian exodus to the iand became 
an important movement. "St. Bene
dict," writes Emerson Hynes, "is an 
example of one of the early church
men who discovered the potentialities 
of the land. He began a new way of 
Christian living, and this new way 
was bound up in work, and as a mat
ter of fact, with work on the land." 

Origin of Ember Days 

The Ember days give further evi
dence of the concern of the Church 
for the farmer and his land. This· 
year the autumn Ember days are Sep
tember 15, 17 and 18. History traces 
their origin to the early centuries of 
the Church, and in particular to 
Rome. Originally, the Romans were 
devoted to farming, and their pagan 
gods were agricultural deities. They 
held special religious ceremonies in 
June for a bountiful harvest, in Sep
tember for a rich vintage, and in 
December for a fruitful seeding. 
Sometimes the pagan ceremonies de
generated . into excesses of gluttony 
and debauchery. The Church, like a 
good mother, when converting the 
heathen nations, always tried to sanc
tify the religious practices that were 
not bad in themselves and which 
could be used for a good purpose. 
Pagan temples, for instance, were not 
destroyed but consecrated and be
came Catholic churches. 

The same principle was followed 
as regarded the pagan ceremonies 

connected with the harvest. The 
Church decided that the excesses of 
the pagan religious ceremonies were 
bad, but the idea underlying them 
was good; namely, to implore or 
thank the gods for a bountiful har
vest. Pope St. Leo the Great, in his 
sermons preached in the fifth century 
directly connects the Ember days 
wIth the harvest and agriculture. The 
earliest liturgies also contain prayers 
for good crops. 

More important for us are the pur
poses or intentions of the Church in 
establishing the Ember tides. Ac
cording to Dom Otto Haering there 
are three important purposes: to ded
icate or consecrate the four seasons to 
God, to do penance for sins and to 
pray for priests. 

Dedication of the Seasons 

The first purpose of the Ember 
days, in accordance with their histori
cal development, is the dedication or 
consecration of the four seasons to 
God. This purpose is closely con
nected with rural life, and includes a 
petition for God's blessing upon the 
crops and fruits of the next season. 

But this petition of the 
farmer, especially during the 
ber Ember days, would not 
plete wihout a prayer of thclnkslli" 
ing for the harvest and the 
received during the summer 
Every season, in fact, is a proof to 
of the words of the Holy 
"Every good gift, and every 
gift is from above, coming down froIll 
the Father of Lights." (James 1:17) 

After all, mankind ultimately de-' 
pends for existence upon the fruits 
of the earth. The complicated condi
tionsof modern life may easily cause 
the urban dweller to forget this fact. 
Even those living on the farm are in
clined to forget that the food upon 
our tables every day is there because 
God has given sun and. rain at oppor
tune times. Hence the September 
Ember days serve as providential re
minders to the Christian farmer; They 
stress the idea of joyful thanksgiving 
to the good God for the blessings re
ceived during the summer from the 
field, orchard and even the victory 
garden. They also point to the final 
consummation of things. The Sep
tember harvest in time directs our 
mind to the eternal harvest when the 
chaff will be separated from the 
wheat. 

Moderation and Penance 

More than one writer has pointed 
out a beneficial result of the war ef
fort, namely, rationing and scarcities 
have imposed necessary and salutary 
penance on all Americans. Be that 
as it may, the Church for many cen
turies has incorporated the idea into 
the Ember observances. Hence the 
second purpose of the Ember days is 
to do penance for sin, especially for 
any abuse of God's gifts of nature, 
such as gluttony and intemperance. 
The Church in her solicitude for our 
spiritual welfare tells us to fast and 
abstain. She places this prayer on 
our lips in the collect for Ember 
Wednesday: "Grant to Thy servants 
who humbly pray to Thee, 0 Lord, 
that while abstaining from food for 
our bodies, we may likewise abstain 
from sin in our souls." 

St. Leo the Great, as early as the 
fifth century, gave two reasons for 

. the proper observance of the Ember 
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they remind us that we are' in 
need of purification because 
fall into sin; they help us to 

. ,,;;Tell""'" the punishment due to our sins 
b,,;meiilns . of fasting and almsgiving. 

does he Say "fasting and alms
According to the ideal of 

bU .... " .... almsgiving goes hand-in
with fasting. If not, one could 

'< make fasting a good business policy; 
he could save money on food. But if 
what is left over of the accustomed 
amount of food is given to the poor, 
then we have the true spirit of Chris
tian charity .. Rationing and patriot
ism make moderation in our use of 
food and drink all the more impera
tive. Some members of the family 
may be able to assist at the Sacrifice 
of the Mass on these days. This 
would be the best way to ask for 
God's blessing on the new season, and 
thank Him for the harvest. 

Prayers for Priests and· Voc:ations 

From very early times Saturday in 
Ember week has been designated by 
the Church for the ordination of the 
clergy. Thus this purpose of the 
Ember tides results in a spiritual har
vest according to our Lord's words: 
"The harvest is indeed abundant but 
the laborers are few. Pray therefore 
the Lord of the harvest to send forth 
laborers into his harvest." (Matt. 
9:38) Notice in this passage how 
clearly our Lord brings home to His 
hearers an important lesson by ap
pealing to the harvest. Through the 
priests that are given to the Church 
on Ember Saturday, the supernatural 
life of grace is assured to future gen
erations. 

Prayers for all priests and for more 
vocations are more important this 
year than in the past. Many Euro
pean priests have been executed while 
others have died in prison, exile, or 
on the battlefield. In some coun
tries the seminaries for the education 
of young men have been closed for 
several years. Because of this short
age, plans are now being made to send' 
American priests to Europe after the 
war to provide for the spiritual needs 
of neglected Catholics. And in our 
own country, as the armed forces 
grow in size, the bishops must pro
vide more chaplains. Consequently, 
the Church not only urges all Cath
olics to pray for priests, but also for 
more vocations. Parents in the rural 
parishes can do much to aid the good 
cause by encouraging vocations to the 
priesthood. . 

Every Catholic should consider it a 
sacred duty to encourage by word 
and example the proper observance 
of the Ember days. This is especial
ly true of the rural Catholics because 
of their close connection with the land 
and the harvest. But there is another 
reason: special graces and blessings 
are attached by the Church to these 
days which she calls down upon her 
faithful children. "There is," as 
Father H. G. Hughes expresses it, "a 
sacred virtue in these observances; 
for they are the official acts, and the 
official pleadings of the Church as the 
appointed intermediary between God 
and man." But we cannot expect 
to receive these blessings if by indif
ference or forgetfulness we separate 
ourselves from the mind of the 
Church. Therefore at the beginning 
of each season we should recall and 
fulfill as far as possible the important 
purposes of the Ember tides. The 
spirit, then, in which we should fol
low the Church on these days is· ad
mirably summed up in the collect of' 
the Mass of Ember Saturday (Sept. 
18) : "Almighty and eternal God, 
who through salutary abstinence heals 
both souls and bodies, we humbly be
seech Thy Majesty that appeased by 
the loving prayer of those who fast, 
Thou wouldst give us aid both now 
and in time to come. Through Christ 
our Lord." 
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A RI//(J/ TfJ(Jst If} ••• 
THE MOST REV. EDWIN VIN

CENT BYRNE, D.D., Archbish
op of Santa Fe. 

THE MOST REV. JAMES A. Mc- . 
FADDEN, D.D., Bishop of 
Youngstown. 

THE MOST REV. BRYAN JO
S E P H McENTEGART, D.D., 
Bishop of Ogdensburg. 

THE ~IOST REV. JAMES P. 
DAVIS, D.D., Bishop of Puerto 
Rico. 

THE MOST REV. JOHN R. Mac
DONALD, D.D., Bishop of Peter
borough. 

THE MOST REV. MATTHEW A • 
NlEDHAMMER, O.F.M., D.D., 
Titular Bishop of Caloe and Vi
car ApostoliC of Bluefields, Nica
ragua. 

THE RT. REV. CUTHBERT ~c
DONALD, O.S.B., Coadjutor 
Abbot of St. Benedict's. 

THE VERY REV. L. MENDOZA, 
S.J., Rector of Montezuma Sem
inary. 

THE VERY REV. JAMES L. CON
NOLLY, Rector of St. Paul Sem
inary. 

THE VERY REV'. PATRICK J. 
HOLLORAN, President of St. 
Louis University. 

THE VERY REV. FRANCIS J. 
FRIEDEL, S.M., President Trin
ity College, Sioux City, Iowa. 

THE RT. REV. LEO J. STECK, 
THE RT. REV. FERDINAND 
MOCK, THE VERY REV. HU
BERT A. LERSCHEN, and THE 
VERY REV. LEON A. Mc
NEILL. 

THE REV. JOSEPH L. HYLDEN, 
Diocese of Fargo, first priest to 
receive the degree of bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture. 
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CRACKED CORN 

Farm Owners 
At the recent National Conference 

of the Church of the Brethren at Mc
Pherson, Kansas, steps were taken to 
establish a $50,000 revolving fund to 
be used in helping Brethren young 
men to establish themselves on farms. 

Their plan is somewhat as follows. 
If there is a good young farmer lad in 
a Brethren community who is inter
ested in securing a farm of his own 
and who has been approved by his 
local church, they assist him. They 
buy outright a farm in. the community, 
which has also been approved by his 
church and then sell it to him on a 
contract basis, asking only ten per 
cent of the total value of the farm 
as down payment. The rest of the 
contract they carry on a twenty- or 
thirty-year long-time basis at a' rate 
of interest which is at least one per 
cent lower than any other available 
money. 

When the boy has paid off a suffi
cient amount of his contract, the deed 
is transferred to him and a first mort
gage taken. 

Agricultural Missions Notes 

"When I lend my machinery, I say 
to my neighbors, 'Why don't I come 
and help you, too?' That way I 
know my machinery is getting good 
care. Ordinarily the neighbor repays 
me by helping me in the same way 
with a different machine." 

FRANCIS JOHNSON 

Grass 
"Grass is my cash crop," says S. N. 

Friborg, western Washington farmer 
in Whatcom County. 

Last year he put up 100 tons of 
grass silage and 50 tons of hay from 
20 acres. It fed his 28 head of dairy 
stock all last' winter and there still 
was silage left for summer supple
mental rations. That isn't all the 20 
acres supplied. They furnished sum
mer pasture, too. 

These things explain why Friborg 
says grass is a cash crop. He turns 
it into cash by feeding it to cows that 
average over 400 pounds of butterfat 
per head in a year. If you recall the 
price of butter nowadays, you readily 
see there's good money in grass. 

Friborg makes his 20 acres do a big 
job by dressing them with poultry 
manure, cow manure and superphos
phate . fertilizer. Also, he spring
tooths and discs the pasture after the 
first cutting for silage has been made 
in May. 

The Northwest 

Play in Dirt 
Mrs. Clara M. Lambert, director 

of teacher education of the Summer 
Play School Association, recently 
made public her 4-year study of 40,-
000 children living in New York City. 
Her findings are of interest to all 
mothers-especially those of big ba
bies--for the play needs of children 
begin to develop much earlier than 
we think. 

"Lack of creative play is a result of 
failure to teach children how to play," 
Mrs. Lambert concluded. "There is 
a feeling that play comes naturally to 
children, and that you don't have to 
teach them how to play," she said. 
"This idea is false. In our civiliza
tion play has to be taught, the same 
as reading or writing, to make up for 
the inadequate play content afforded 
by city life and city environment." 

The survey cited three major play 
needs: To play in water, dirt and 
sand; to use their hands and to dram
atize their experiences are these basic 
needs. 

Baby Talk Magazine 

In response to the 
Father Daniel A. Lord, S.]., 
tional Catholic Rural Life 
participated in the Summer 
Catholic Action for 1943. The 
people present at the various 
heard something of the . 
gram; of its present and 
plans; of the 
tween urban and rural people' 
the significance of the rural life ' 
ment. 

The Most Reverend 
Muench, President of the 
delivered the rural life message to 
gathering at Chicago on July 
where 2,000 youth were registered. 

At the School for the South, 
at Our Lady of the Lake College 
San Antonio, Texas, Monsignor 
bert Le~chen, Regional Director of 
the NCRLC for the South, repre~ 
sen ted the Conference. He spoke to 
the 1,200 registrants at the afternoon 
session on July 30. 

Father Patrick T. Quinlan, First 
Vice President of the Conference and 
Regional Director for the East, ad
dressed the general session of the 
Canadian Summer School conducted 
at Loyola College, Montreal. He 
also participated iIi the School at 
Pittsburgh, which held its seSsion at 
the William Penn Hotel, and the 
New York School, which had the 
Regis High School as its headquar
ters. About 1,800 persons were en
rolled in Montreal, 1,500 at Pitts
burgh, and 2,000 in New York. 

A fine interest and spirit of co
operation were shown by city youth 
in attending these meetings to learn 
about their own problems and how 
the Catholic Rural Life Conference 
may help in their solution. 
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Tenancy Experiments 
devise and bequeath to the 

Foundation all real estate 
by me in Lincoln and Desha 

in the State of Arkansas, 
of about 21,000 acres of 

land, 13,000 acres of which 
by a levee and are 

for small farms, the other 8,000 
of which are in timber which I 
handled in accordance with the 

l~p,,,dl·1T practices: together with 
improvements, farm 

and other personal prop
located thereon and owned by 

to all leases or other con
affecting said lands existing at 

of my decease. 
is my hope and desire that the 

of Trustees will use said prop
in conducting experiments in 
farms for the purpose of devel
and demonstrating methods by 
family-sized farms, on which 

adequate attention is given to the 
production of food and feed for home 
consumption as well as to production 
for sale, can be successfully operated 
and maintain~d as a desirable mode of 
life for a substantial portion of the 
population of the United States. 

I believe the farm family and the 
family-sized farm should be a special 
concern of the Farm Foundation. I 
have looked with concern upon the 
upward trend in the acreage per farm 
and especially upon the increase in 
the number of very large farms. It 
has been my observation that the 
small diversified type of farm weath
ered the depression much better than 
the large commercial farm. To the 
extent that the farmer consumes his 
own product, disparaging price ratios 
are not a problem. 

There is an opportunity for in
creasing numbers of part-time farm
ers. The growth of industry in small
er centers with large numbers of the 

workmen living on small farms seems 
a desirable trend to encourage. A 
small farm may provide much of the 
food supply, but far more important, 
it provides a better place to rear a 
family than the city workman can 
find elsewhere. Moreover, there 
should be increasing numbers of 
craftsmen such as carpenters, ma
sons, electricians, mechanics, etc., who 
live on small farms and serve the 
rural areas. 

It is my further hope that the Farm 
Foundation may use the land here 
devised for experiments with a view 
to developing better systems of land 
tenure, looking toward the improve
ment of the relation between landlord 
and tenant and providing better op
portunity for the more skilled, indus
trious and thrifty tenants to become 
the owners of farms. I have been dis
turbed over the fact that so high a 
percentage of the farm land must be 
bought and largely paid for out of the 
savings of each generation of farmers 
if they are to own the land they till. 
Studies of methods of acquiring land 
may well be made, with a view to in
creasing the probability that the per
son who buys a farm may not be over
burdened in paying off the debt. Long 
leases, 99 years or even much longer, 
as well as long-term amortization 
should be studied as a means of se
curing the advantages of land owner
ship and yet making less burdensome 
the paying for the land. 

In making this bequest I have in 
mind that the quantity and the qual
ity of the rural popUlation is a major 
and most important factor in deter
mining in the long run the strength, 
the character, and the well-being of 
the people of the nation. I hope and' 
desire that the Farm Foundation may 
stimulate the improvement of every 
phase of rural life to the end that a 
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larger proportion of the best elements 
of the popUlation of our country may 
live on farms and rear families under 
conditions favorable to the building of 
an ever better civilization. This, I 
believe, is the best security for the 
continuance of free institutions. 

From the Will oj 
FRANK ORREN LOWDEN 

Former Governor oj the 
State oj Illinois 

FAMILY OF TEN 
A family of ten children were born 

to us. All were happy and healthy, 
requiring all of our time and thought. 
Often people would say, especially 
when all the children were small, 
"How do you ever manage to support 
such a big family and get ahead any?" 
Your father always answered that he 
was better able to take care of each 
one, as the family grew in number 
and in age, than he was the one be
fore, which was the very truth. ,We 
were often asked in later years if 
we did not hate to give up our chil
dren as we did, one by one, in mar
riage arid in religion. But we did 
not feel that way. We were glad to 
see them started out in life, and 
so far, at least, they have exceeded 
all our expectations and' are doing 
well-all leading happy, prosperous 
lives. We do not see the Sisters 
Mary Edmund and Maureen so often, 
but we are happy to know that they 
are giving their lives and services 
for the benefit of others and thus 
earning their own reward in Heaven 
-just as those with their families 
work their lives away, and do all 
possible for the advancement and 
education of their own children. After 
all, spending one's life in the service 
of others is perhaps the way in which 
one may find the greatest satisfaction. ' 

SISTER MAUREEN FLYNN, O. P. 
With Love jrom Mother 
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Ready-Made Buildings 
A new building word has come 

into use in recent years-pre-fabrica
tion. It represents an idea that fits 
in pretty well with modern times, and 
especially with the war economy un
der which we must work. Applied to 
farm buildings, pre-fabrication means 
that the buildings are put together 
before they reach the farm. In short, 
they are ready-made. 

The dealer has had to sell what he 
could get--odd lots, odd sizes, some
times even odd materials-and he has 
found that he is in a better position 
to put them together than the farmer 
is himself. The dealer had odd lots 
he could combine; he could afford to 
use labor~saving equipment; he could 
follow so-called "mass-production" 
methods and save time and labor; he 
could keep his operators busy in 
slack times. All of these things en
abled him to cut production costs so 
low that he could lay completed build
ings-poultry houses, range shelters, 
swine houses, grain bins, feeders
down on the farmer's place cheaper 
than the farmer could build them 
himself. 

Small buildings do not have a 
monopoly on the ready-made idea. 
The same advantages of economy, 
convenience and portability extend to 
larger structures, many of which can 
be made up in sections. 

K. J. T. EKBLAW 

Farm Journal and 
. Farmer's Wife 

Second World War 
The word Bulgar means a man with 

a hoe. The typical Bulgarian is a 
peasant who lives in a tiny village 
and cultivates some fifteen acres, sep
arated by complicated laws of in
heritance into little patches, a field 
here, another five miles up the road. 
He grows wheat and vegetables and 
roses, tons of damask roses from 
which he presses ounces of attar. The 
Bulgar of the cities is a countryman 
uprooted by the wars. He is a refugee 
or the son of a refugee of the First 
or Second Balkan Wars, or the First 
World War. 

New York Times 
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THE FAMILY-BASIC UNIT 
As the Family, 
so the State. 
As the States, 
so our Nation. 

For ••• 
the State was made 
by and for the Family, 
not the Family 
for the State. 

The Farm Family 
Is Famlly life 
at Its strollgest. 

As William Jennings Bryan said: 
:'Destroy your cities 
and leave our farms 
and your cWes 
will spring up again, 
as if by magic: 
But ••• 
destroy our farms
and grass will grow 
on your city streets." 

Now. as the soli, 
so its farm family. 
American farm Families 
must become rooted to 
and be repairers of our soil. 

-Paul Anthony 

Rural Negroes 
Negro migration from 1930 to 1940 

was toward cities. As a result, while 
approximately 9,000,000 of the 12,-
685,518 Negroes in the country still 
live in what are termed southern areas, 
6,253,588 are urban dwellers; while 
2,109,639 of the South's quotalive in 
rural areas, but do not farm. 

Philadelphia Ledger 

Alfar Breads 
Before the arrival of the 

at Plymouth, members of the 
of Jesus had come to Canada. 
were learned and cultured men 
they came' from the most 
country of Europe to a tractless 
derness to bring to the Faith' a 
age, a nomad, whose crude 
bore no relation to any of the 
guages of Europe. The mH;siolnaI'V'~ 
job was to teach these people to 
here, as. well as in Heaven' and he 
did it magnificently well.' All of 
the improvement in Indian agricul. 
ture, all of the use of better methods 
were taught by the missionaries with 
crude and inadequate tools and under 
the most adverse circumstances. The 
details and progress of their missions 
they reported back regularly to their 
Provincials in France. These reports 
were written beside campfires, in 
wigwams, in the deep forests, and 
recounted in accurate detail the day's 
hard won gains, the day:s failures, 

. . the day's battles, the day's hopes 
and fears. 

The first of these missionaries to· 
arrive were Father Pierre Biard and 
Father Emmond Masse, who after 
a long aD(~ arduous journey reached 
Port Royal in June, 1611. Under 
date of January 31, 1612, Father 
Biard wrote* to his Provincial in 
France as follows: 

"If the ground of this New France 
had feeling as the poets pretend their 
Goddess Tellus had, doubtless it 
would have experienced analtogeth
er novel sensation of joy this year, 
for thank God, having had very suc
cessful crops from the little that was 
tilled we made from the harvest 
some hosts (wafers for consecration) 
and offered them to God. These are, 
we believe, the first hosts which have 
been made from the wheat of these 
lands. May our Lord in His goodness 
have consented to receive them as 
fragrant offerings and in the words 
of the Psalmist, may He give gra
ciously since the earth has yielded 
Him its fruits." 

MARY BURR PIETERS 

*The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents. 
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Not Only To Entertain is written 
a doorway of the National 

~)'IT'I.M,t"r.in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
of the prime purposes of the 

is surely to entertain and 
""amuse, and to afford occasional op

;'portunity of escape from troublesome 
"reality so that we may enjoy our-

selves in the land of play and make
believe, but evidently this is not the 

, sole and only purpose of the drama. 
It has a higher calling and a higher 
ideal. It must reach out beyond the 
realm of amusement into the sphere 
of the intellectual and the moral to 
teach audiences correct thinking and 
conduct. 

This does not mean that the thea
ter is not always to seek to entertain, 
but it does mean that the drama is to 
combine education and philosophy 
with its entertainment to form a well
balanced whole. At the other extreme 
only the purely educational value of 
the drama must not be insisted upon. 
It would be most displeasing if the 
theater were to be conceived solely 
as a vehicle for propaganda, even if 
such propaganda were to advocate 
fine and worthy causes or purpo~es. 
The via media, the middle way, must 
be sought and found wherein the 
drama may at the same time entertain 
and instruct so that the theater 
will become a place where the imag
ination is stimulated to create and 
the mind challenged to think. Then 
the stage will present real problems 
of life, and will offer solutions based 
Upon sound principles of correct rea
soning and the revelations of God. 

Such a theater, generally speak
ing, stands in marked contrast to that 
which we know today, where little 
or nothing is left to creative imagina
tion, and reason is dulled by the 
playWright's refusal to handle an in
tellectual problem for fear of box
office failure. Instead of studying 
deeply the problems of life and of 

searching among the principles of 
sound philosophy and the revelations 
of Christ for the solution, the play
wright too often observes superficially 
or creates problems only to solve 

, them after the manner of Freud, or 
Marx, in a way as amusing as pos
sible with little consideration for the 
truth. His emphasis upon entertain
ment for entertainment's sake has 
produced effects outright detrimental. 

What type of plays is suitable for 
presentation in the rural school and 
the rural community? The answer 
is both simple and complex. Simple, 
because, according to our principle, 
the play should in an entertaining 
way reflect a sound, sensible philos
ophy of rural life; complex because 
a sound and sensible philosophy of 
rural life is not simple. Its prin
ciples may be stated in simple lan
guage and its truths may be self
evident, but their application to prac
tical farm life go so deeply as to 
become as complex as any philosophy. 

Rural drama should reflect, first 
of all, the farmer as he really and 
truly is and as he was intended to 
be by Almighty God: a cooperator 
with Divinity in the ever-old and 
ever-new process of reproduction and 
recreation, and the steward to whom 
is entrusted the care of the earth, 
intended by God to be the means of 
producing those things which are 
necessary for the maintenance of 
human life. The drama should por
tray the farmer as the guardian of 
our food supply, as the generous giver 
of time, labor and intelligence, that 
the rest of mankind may the more 
easily maintain itself and live for the 
accomplishment of its immediate and 
ultimate ends. 

There should be eliminated from 
the stage plays that picture the 
farmer as a hick,. as an uneducated, 
uncultured, non-intelligent being 
with loping gait, and with head bowed 
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as if he were so concerned with earthy 
things that he was unable to raise 
his eyes to admire and appreciate 
the glorious beauties of God's har
monious universe. Away with the 
plays that image the farmer as al
ways and ever dissatisfied with his 
lot in life and longing for the me
chanical ease and comforts of city 
life. Begone from the theater plays 
that, show farm life as a never end
ing and never successful struggle 
against the elements and ineptitude of 
the farmer himself. 

It may be true that the farmer's 
feet are mired in the earth,but it is 
equally and wonderfully true that his 
feet are on solid ground-that he 
owns his own time, his labors and 
the fruit of his labors, in short, he 
owns himself, and can make him
self his manager and his boss, under 
God, to be the free and independent 
steward of God's vineyard. ,If his 
shoes are covered with clay when he 
comes to town, it is the same grand 
clay that God chose to house a ra
tional soul and thereby bring into 
existence a human being. 

The true picture of the farmer is 
not Markham's Man With a Hoe, 
but an upright, intelligent free being 
performing one of God's finest tasks, 
that of working with God in the 
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preservation and renewal of life. The 
rural drama must insist with justi
fiable pride upon the personal dignity 
of the farmer. The rural theater 
must always remember that Christ 
Himself did not hesitate to call His 
August Father a farmer, "Pater Meus, 
Agricola est." 

Too often the farmer does not 
realize his own ideal station in life. 
For so long he has been the object 
of ridicule and laughter on the vaude
ville stage, in the movies, and in the 
legitimate theater that he has lost 
sight of his exalted position of col
laborator with God in continuing the 
work of creation. 

The rural Theater has a magnifi
cent ideal for which to strive. It can 
convince its audiences of the happi-

ness and wholesomeness of the rural 
home where the Catholic ideal of the 
Kingly Father and Queenly Mother, 
with obedient children as lovely sub
jects, can best be housed. The rural 
drama can bring home to rural peo
ple the fine way of life which they 
possess and make them conscious of 
their own personal dignity and their 
grand calling to cooperate with God 
in creation. It can impress upon 
them the beauty and wholesomeness 
of their farm homes. It can emphasize 
the advantages of life in the farm 
community where everyone knows 
everyone else and everybody is every
body's neighbor. It can {ell of the 
health of the rural church and the 
deep spirituality of its members. It 
can teach the national advantages of 

FOR THE· RURAL LIBRARY 
Sr. hi. Bernice, f.S.P.A. 

When the Caldecott Medal awar:ded 
for the best illustrated ·book of the 
year went to The Little House by Vir
ginia Lee Burton on June 14, 1943, 
the Catholic Rural Life Conference 
was given a most valuable aid in the 
spreading of its principles. 

The book tells the story of a Little 
House that lived "way out in the 
country." She was a pretty Little 
House and she was strong and well 
built. The man who built her so well 
said, "This Little House shall never 
be sold for gold or silver and she will 
live to see our great-great-grandchil
dren's great-great-grandchildren liv
ing in her." But one day a steam 
shovel came along and a road was 
built. Then a city grew up around 
the Little House, and this made the 
Little House very unhappy. Her mis
ery grew day by day until finally the 
Little House was discovered by a 
descendant of the man who built it. 
Then the Little House was moved 
back to the country where she lived 
happily ever after. 

Virginia Lee Burton in her accept
ance speech read at the Awards Din-

ner held at the Roosevelt Hotel in 
New York City said: "Many people 
have said that The Little House has 
a message, that the farther away we 
get from nature and the simple way of 
life the less happy we are. For my 
part, I am quite willing to let this be 
.the message of The Little House. 

"But apart from the significance of 
anyone book, it seems to me that 
books for children are among the 
most powerful influences in shaping 
their lives and tastes. In this sense 

a return of people from 
areas to family-size farms. 

The dramatic director in 
areas must be vitally interested 
the proper philosophy of rural 
With intellectual honesty, he 
study, learn and become "'",n~_ .• '
with farm problems. He must have 
deep conviction concerning the 
er's way of life and must seek 
conscientiously promote that way 
life through the medium which is 
the rural theater. He will do well 
often recall the words of St. 
Chrysostom: "Theirs (the 
life is a laborious one; and they' 
in the culture of the soil, a 
of virtue and sobriety, and follow 
that art which God introduced be
fore all others into our life." 

these books are important means of 
advancing to a better world, for the 
future lies to some extent in the 
hands of the 'children of today. To
morrow their ideas and their tastes 
will be the ones that count. Books 
created primarily for entertainment 
can do much to form the norms of 
future thought and action." 

And so it is that those who are pro
moting the Rural Life Movement now 
have a book to which they can point 
with pride as embodying the princi
ples of the movement in a manner that 
will fascinate the youngest child and 
the oldest reader. It is truly a book 
for readers from six to sixty (Hough
ton-Mifflin, $1.75). 

For those who are interested in 
books to develop rural life ideas in 
older children, don't miss Dynamo 
Farm by Adam Allen (Lippincott, 
$2.00) . This book is an outstanding 
presentation of the fine features of 
4-H Club work in the rural districts. 
It will make rural boys and girls 
proud to smile and say, "Why, yes, I 
am from the farm." It is well-writ
ten, informative and true to life. It is 
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Terry Durham, who is 
and his mother, who leave 
live on a farm which has 

for a year. To make 
more difficult the trans

,in the midst of winter. 
toward the country 

he finds his place through 
Club work in electricity. 

he fails his family and his 
when he is needed most, 
himself later, and realizes 

of friendly cooperation on 
that he has learned to love. 

those who are interested in 
up a collection of books on 

life, a few other recommenda
might be made. CowbeUs for 

e-N ot by Helen Condon 
$1.7 5) is a touching story 

emigrants who appreciate the 
of rural life. Children will 

Forget-Me-Not and await anx
the coming of a very special 

from Switzerland to delight both 
the cow and the family. Another book 
nlled with the thrills of country life 
isJobie by Helen Garrett (Messner, 

. $2.00). Another one, perhaps less 
. important, is Country Stop by Caro· 

lyn Sherwin Bailey (Viking Press, 
$2.00). In this book Ann spends a 
year with Great-Granny Brown in the 
Country in New Hampshire. 

It is important to surround the 
children in the city, as well as those 
in the country, with this type of book 
to break down the prejudices that the 
child may have developed through the 
influence of its elders. When chil
dren come to a proper appreciation of 
the opportunities of country life, there 
will be some hope of the survival of 
democracy in the world of tomorrow. 

Sr. M. Bernice, F.S.P.A. 

When I think of them [my parents] 
raising a family of ele.ven children; 
sending them all to· school and to 
church for secular and religious 'in
structions; buying one hundred and 
twenty acres more land, and having 
it all paid for and a few thousand 
dollars saved besides, I cannot help 
wondering why so few people now 
seem to try to own a home. 

SISTER MAUREEN FLYNN,O. P. 
With Love from Mother . 

A SAINT FROM THE SOIL * 

J()fln 8()flrdliJfln 

If a traveler had happened along 
the Italian country road leading to 
the city of Lucca in the year 1230, 
he might have come upon a pictur
esque, if somewhat ordinary, peasant 
walking hand in hand with a girl 
about twelve years old. On her arm 
she carried a basket of brightly col
ored fruit, the customary gift of coun
try folk visiting in the city. The man 
was John Lombard Bozzanello, who, 
with his family, labored in the fields 
above the city, and the child was his 
daughter, Zita. They were on their 
way to the great house of the Fati
nelli, where Zita was to enter service. 

When she was much younger than 
twelve, Zita had begged her father 
and mother to let her help the poor. 
They were unable to gratify this child
ish request, since their wealth was 
much too meager to be shared. But 
asZita grew older, she was determined 
to find the place where she could 
do the most good, and it was because 
of this that she finally persuaded her 
parents to let her become a servant 
in Lucca. 

The family of Signor Pagano di 
Fatinelli to which she was going held 
an eminent place in the republic. It 
had already given the country many 
of its best lawyers and ablest magis
trates. Signor Fatinelli himself was 
a wealthy merchant, and he lived the 
life of luxury common to those en
gaged in trade. His house in Lucca 
was a magnificent one; there. were 
sumptuous apartments, rich furnish
ings and treasures of art. There were 
costly wines, rich foods and spices; 
there was also a large family, and a 
staff of servants necessary for the 
maintenance of a great household. 
Here, truly, the wealth of the sensuous 
pre-Renaissance abounded, and it was 
to this artificial splendor that the 
child Zita had come from the hills 
of Mount Sagrati. 

. *The second in a series by students of St. 
Mary's College of Notre Dame. 

One can imagine how difficult the 
transition was. After her father had 
turned back along the winding road 
that led home, Zita was left alone 
in the huge house with not even one 
friend among all who occupied it. 
As she went about her daily work of 
cleaning the great, cheerless rooms, 
she missed the open hills, the sunlit 
air, the trees, her own flowers and 
the friendly people she had known. 
She would have preferred to be back 
helping her mother in the little cot
tage that had always been so bright. 

Now her only consolation was to go 
to the old church of S1. Fredian when 
she had time. Kneeling before the 
large wooden crucifix, the little girl 
would pray that her days would al
ways be as pleasing to God as He 
wished them to be; as pleasing to 
Him as her life on the farm had been 
before she came to work in Lucca. 

Zita's day was a crowded one. She 
rose early in the morning so that she 
might finish some of her household 
duties on time to hurry to Mass. 
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When she awoke, she tried to remem
ber and take strength from her fa
vorite quotation from the Book of 
Proverbs: "They that in the morning 
early watch for Me shall find Me." 
Thinking of that as she went to 
church made her feel less guilty in 
finding a great happiness in the few 
minutes she could give completely 
to God. Quickly she would leave the 
church to get back before the others 
were up. Then there was the daily 
routine of duties: baking, cleaning, 
dusting, preparing meals, helping to 
order and to receive the supplies, 
caring for the smaller children, and 
the thousand other things that go to -
make up the life of a servant. 

Zita was considered, and in truth 
was, an -ordinary servant girl in the 
Fatinellis' house. Yet as she lived 
daily among the other servants, both 
they and the family began to observe 
something unusual about her that 
they found difficult to define. Under 
any conditions, even the most trying, 
Zita seemed always sweet, calm, and 
understanding. In the forty-eight 
years of service she spent with the 
family, she was never known to have 
had a single quarrel. When the serv
ants were rude or insulting, as often 
happened, Zita had something kind to 
say to them. When her master, who 
had a violent temper, or her mistress 
demanded unpleasant things of her, 
she could always manage a smiling 
obedience that never ceased to amaze 
them. She invariably welcomed 
their criticisms and held back the 
sarcasms she could have uttered. 
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So great was the influence of this 
servant girl, the daughter of a farmer; 
that it was felt by the entire house
hold. Signor Fatinelli became ashamed 
of his temper and did his best to 
correct it; her mistress gave Zita 
complete charge of the children so 
that she might -instruct them in her 
ways; the servants began to change 
their careless and idle lives; and many 
throughout the city benefited by her 
advice and her example. 

Commonplace though Zita's life 
seems to have been, God showed His 
pleasure with her through several 
miracles. Once, during a great fam
ine, Zita fed all the poor of the city 
with the food from her master's 
granary, but when Signor Fatinelli 
went to measure it out for sale, the 
granary -was as full as before. On 
another occasion, she was taking 
bread secretly to a poor family when 
she was accosted by her master, who 
demanded to know where she was go
ing. Not wishing to offend him Zita 
opened her apron and said smilingly, 
"They are flowers, mY' good master; 
see, now, they are only flowers." And 
they were. But, when she had reached 
the home of her beloved poor, the 
flowers had turned again -into the 
bread she had brought for them. Still 
again, one morning while in church; 
she lost all sense of time in the 
ardor of her prayer and discovered 
that she would be very late in return
ing home. Having hurried back to 
the house, for it was her morning to 
bake, she discovered that the bread 
was all prepared and ready to put 
into the oven. When she tried to 
thank the servants and -her mistress 
for their kindness, however, Zita 
found that they knew nothing 
about it. 

Once, on Christmas Eve, she was 
goirig to the services at the church, 
and, because she was dressed -very 
lightly, Signor Fatinelli gave her his 
fur cloak with the order that she 
should not "be giving it away to 
some beggar." Zita gave her word, 
but when she reached the church she 
saw a poor beggar lying there in the 
snow, almost freezing. Taking pity 
on him, she lent him the cloak after 
having exacted the promise from him 

that he would return it to 
she started for home. But 
happened, she overstayed' 
that she had planned to 
church and when she went 
again, both the man and the 
were gone. After her master, in 
fiable anger, had upbraided her 
almost dinner time, the poor 
suddenly returned with the 
As he left, he shone with a 
so 9azzling that it seemed either 
angel or Christ Himself had been 
object of her charity. Since then 
door of St. Fredian where Zita 
the beggar has been called the 
Door. 

And, at St. Fredian's, not only 
the one portal does the angel of Lucca 
hover, but over the entire church 

. , 
the city and its people. A visitor is 
led with pride today to the picture of 
St. Zita there in the church. It shows 
the little country girl with the basket 
of brightly colored fruit on her aim, 
walking with her father down the 
road to Lucca. Upon leaving,the 
visitor is directed northward along 
the country road where Zita once 
came, up the slope that leads' to 
Mount Sagrati and to the little chapel 
dedicated to her there. This chapel, 
built from the stones which the peas-. 
ants gathered from her father's land, 
is still surrounded by his field in the 
form of a bow. Near it is the cottage 
where - Zita was born; both chapel 
and cottage are shrines of pilgrim
age. Zita's legends are the first 
among the mountain songs that the 
little children learn, and mothers-
still teach their daughters to follow -
the example of her goodness. 

--
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D FROM THE EDITORS 

know, Father, it is a book 
not housekeep

. It's a great career, and 
fun if women would have 

mental attitudes. Since 
on this a thought keeps 
that a book from the Cath

viewpoint, done on the 
application of the ten com

to the homemaker's state 
might be worthy of a trial. 

the material simple and the 
easy to read. This is not so 
a task, is it? But Catholic 

are playing a big role in the 
o~ the world, and would do 

better if all of them had a clear 
. picture in their minds' of just 
much depends on their individual 

If only all could see 
vision; if only God would let 

'''''A",r,tp it as I feel in my heart. 
. ,No one leaves home any more ex

'&pt for business. There is much to 
'do, of course, so it is just as well. Per
haps we traveled too much in other 
years. There is time now to watch 
the corn grow, and to put the sun to 
bed with reverence instead of hurry. 
Even the birds seem more numerous, 
and sing more songs; or is it that we 
listen better when we are not dis
tracted by outside worries? 

MADLYN FITZGERALD 

Dear Father Ligutti: 
The other day the book Dio-Dyna

ic Farming came. Mrs. Hatch and 
I are reading it, and just now two 
other books have come: Rural Roads 
to Security by yourself and Rev. 
Rawe and the Manifesto on Rural 
Life. We shall use them continuously. 
I am sending you copies of two of 
my books: Upward from Poverty 
and Further Upward in Rural India. 

Mr. Taylor, our general secretary, 
Mr. Pascoe and my other colleagues 
also deeply appreciate this literature 
and all contacts with you. 

D. SPENCER HATCH 
Y.M.C.A. 
Mexico, D. F. 

EDITORS LAND AND HOME 
Gentlemen: 

I saw an article about "The Good 
Acre" in a recent Catholic. Digest and 
it gave your address. Do you publish 
material that would be interesting and 
useful to one who is planning a sub-

. urban home (country home, really) 
on about five acres after this fuss is 
over? 

There is very little' published that 
I have been able to find about plan
ning such an establishment, and the 
many angles there must be to it. I'll 
have to earn my living in the city; 

, plan to set up as a public accountant, 
and not take any more work than I 
need, so I'll have time to live the way 
I want to live. (There's nothing in 
Army RegulaJions says you can't 
dream.) 

Very truly yours, 
CPL. C. J. JOHNSON 

Dear Bishop Muench: 

There has been no more effective 
work done by any organization than 
by the Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence. Weare all deeply appreciative 
of your efforts, imd I am sure that the 
people whom we are serving will be 
equally grateful. 

C. B. BALDWIN, Administrator 
Farm Security Administration 

Dear Father: 

I have come across an issue of 
Catholic Rural Life Bulletin of Au
gust, 1941. I am very much im
pressed by the reports therein. Where, 
in Canada, can I get the past num
bers of these Bulletins and are the 
new numbers on sale anywhere in 
Toronto? I am keenly interested in . 
the sentiments the Bulletin contains 
and am trying to start a study of 
Rural Catholic Culture in our Dicoe
san Catholic Women's League. 

MRS. P. M. DEWAN 
Ingersoll, Ontario 
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Dear Monsignor: 
One of the things I am particular

ly interested in at the moment, is: 
Cooperative Farming. I have some 
families who live in one of my little 
missions on the sand hills 'of Oklaho
ma. I would like to get them to 
move to this parish. It would be 
very hard for them because they are 
poor, and do not have the machinery 
to farm on a scale as it is done here. 
Therefore, I think something can 
be worked out in the line of coopera
tive farming for them. 

I am trying to some degree Co
operative Farming this coming year 
on a project to payoff my church 
debt. We (the Church) rented a 
farm. We organized and divided the 
parish into various groups to do 
the work. Some to plow the ground, 
others to prepare the seed bed, oth
ers to plant the grain, and a group to 
harvest the crop. So far it has 
worked out very well. If we have a 
good crop, we shall have our parish 
on its feet again. Bishop Kelly is 
interested in the project, so I am 
keeping a rather complete record of 
what we are doing. 

REV. GEORGE V. JOHNSON 
Goltry, Okla. 

My Dear Msgr. Ligutti: 
You have done very significant 

work in the field of rural life and rural 
church, and we have received much 
inspiration from your department. 

Yours sincerely, 
J. J. BRAUN 
General Secretary 
Board of National Missions 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 

We MfJurn It It It 

THE MOST REV. MATHIAS C. LENI· 
HAN, D.D., Titular Archbishop of 
Preslavo and retired Bishop of Great 
Falls. 

THE RT. REV. LAMBERT BURTON, 
O.S.B., Abbot and President of St. 
Martin's College. . 

THE VERY REV.. JOHN F. FENLON, 5.5., 
D.D., Provincial of The Fathers of 
St. Sui pice. 
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CONFERENCE AFFAIRS 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

THE TIME: October 9.13. 1943. 
THE PLACE: Milwaukee. Wisconsin. Pfister Hotel. 
WHAT: Wartime Meeting to Repla,ce Convention. 

WHO: Everybody is welcome if interested in topics to be discussed. 
Come by all means and bring your friends. Due to transportation 
difficulties. we are not making a campaign for a large attendance. 

Sat., Oct. 9-Education Day 

General Chairman: Dr. John P. Treacy, Marquette 
University. 

No speakers. 
Topics to be discussed: 
1. Failings of the present Catholic Rural School 

system. Stress not on the lack of school facilities, 
but on poor use of what we have. What shall we 
educate our Catholic rural children for? 

2. What positive steps can and should be taken to 
effect improvement in Elementary and High 
Schools: in textbooks; in curricula; in teachers' 
training? 

3. Action: Who should do what end when? We who 
are interested must do the work. What can you 
do? Are you willing to help? 

Sun., Oct. la-Rural Life School Day 

General Chairman: Rev. Martin Schirber, O. S. B., 
St. John's University, Collegeville, Minn. 

No speakers. 
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Topics to be discussed: 
1. A critical review of the 1943 Schools as to place, 

time, pp,blicity, contents, facuIty, attendance, in
terest, results. 

2. Plans for 1944. Various types: one-, two-, or 
three-day Institutes; Five-daySchoo1s; Specialized 
Schools as to subject matter or participants; Semi
nary Villas; Motherhouses; Diocesan sponsorship. 

3. Using our own Rural Life leaders as teachers and 
lecturers; wao and where? 

4. Statistical and financial report of the 1943 Schools. 
5. Time and place for 1944 Schools; Responsibilities 

for organization. 
Mon., Oct. ll-Business Day 

Meeting of the Directors of the N. C. R. L. C. 
Who: All duly elected Directors. 
Who else: As guests: Diocesan Directors of Rural Life; 

any others interested in the Conference and willing 
to help, especially in a financial way. 

What: Reports of: President; Secretary; Treasurer; 
Chairmen of Committees. 

Old and new business. 
Resolutions. 

Tues., Oct. 12, a. m.-Meeting of Diocesan Rural 
Directors 

General Chairman: Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan, 
field Center, Conn. 

No speakers. 
Who: All Diocesan Rural Life Directors; any 

priests, religious, or laity interested in the 
of the Rural Life movement under Diocesan aUSipicli!S; 

How: Interchange of experiences, plans, mistakes, 
cesses, probing into possibilities, new fields, 
gestions. What do the Bishops want? 

Tues., Oct. 12, p. m.-Farm Organizations Unity Program 
General Chairman: Dr. Raymond W. Miller, Wash

ington; D. C. 
Representatives of the Grange, Farm Bureau, and 

Farmers' Union will be present. Each will speak 
for about 30 minutes and reply to questions for an
other 30 minutes. 

The Topic: The Organization's Program for War
Time and Post-War American Agriculture. 

Who: The general public is cordially invited. We 
hope for a large attendance. 

Tues., Oct. 12, 6 p. m.-President's Dinner 
His Excellency, The Most Rev. A. J. Muench, Bishop 

of Fargo and President of the N. C. R. L. C., will 
deliver :gis presidential address. The public is cor-
dially invited. . 

Wed., Oct. 13., a. m.-Meeting of Diocesan Rural Life 
Directors (continued) 

Who: Same as on Tuesday' morning. 
What: Stress on 1944 plans of activity in the 

Dioceses. 
What can the National Office do for the Diocesan 

Directors? 
What can the Diocesan Rural Life Directors do for 

the N. C. R. L. C.? 

Wed., Oct. 13, p. m.-Final Busin,ess of the N C. R. L. C. 
Who: All paid-up members of the N. C. R. L. C. 
What: Reading of Resolutions. 

Election of Officers. 
Appointment of Executive Committee Mem
bers. 
Adjournment. 
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STEW PAN AND SPIDER 

treking over the Al
and laboring along 

trails from Virginia, brought 
than brawn, courage and a pas

love of freedom to the back
called Ioway. They brought 
utensils, as well as visions 

fertile prairie land soon to blos
with waving acres of corn and 

heads of wheat. The New 
Yankee carried his provin

cookery; the Red Horse from 
KelntvlGky clung to local recipes; and 

Indiana Sucker set store by the 
foods he knew and enjoyed. A Hawk
eye home was not long established 
before fragrant aromas rose from the 
stew pan and the frontier skillet or 
spider. 

"One of the first duties of women 
in domestic life," wrote the intrepid 
Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, author of Mrs. 
Hale's New Cook Book, which was 
generously used throughout Iowa dur
ing' the fifties and sixties, "is to un
derstand the quality of provisions and 
the preparation of wholesome food." 

"Corn meal preparations will be 
found unusually good," said Miss Les
lie's New Receipts lor Cooking, and 
added that there was scarcely a home 
in America without a griddle. In
deed, the footed griddle and the 
Dutch oven (a large, deep, cast-iron 
pan standing on three or four feet, 
with a handle and a close-fitting lid) 
were almost indispensable. With 
these the housewife conjured up egg 
pone, common hoe cake, and griddle 
cakes. It seemed as if every section 
of the nation had its local-and' very 
favorite-recipe for griddle cakes. 
There were the Virginia cakes, as well 
as Missouri cakes, Carolina corn 
cakes, the Kentucky flapjacks. Who, 
indeed, could resist such a listing of 
geographic griddle cakes! 

The doughnut, cooked in deep fat 
and sometimes sprinkled. with sugar, 

was another tantalizing delicacy. Not 
always, however, did this culinary 
product win applause. "This detest
able esculent," scornfully commented 
an editor in 1826, "sometimes resem
bles one of your inflexible little soup 
dumplins; at others it appears to be 
a kind of mongrel pancake." 

. Probably no dish was better rel
ished than the ever-present chicken 
fixins. The backwoodsman must 
have his chicken fixins and shanty
cake, and it was said that the first 
inquiry made of the guest by the 
frontier landlord was: "Well, stranger, 

what'll ye take? Wheat bread and 
chicken fixins, or corn bread and com
mon doins?" By the latter was meant 
bacon, or perhaps salt pork. When 
James Gardiner Edwards was jour
neying through the Illinois country 
before establishing his newspapers in 
Fort Madison and Burlington, he 
stopped for lodgings and supper at 
the miserable cabin of a settler. About 
the first thing Edwards' host did was 
to reach up to the cabin rafter, pull 
down a squawking hen, wring its neck 
then and there, and give it to his wife 
for fixins. Chicken prepared any way 
was called fixins; 

Meat pies teased hungry men almost 
as much as the odor of a well flavored 
stew. Frequently the poorer cuts of 
beef came to the table surrounded by 
dough and seasoned with herbs grown 
in the home garden and then strung 
from rafters to dry. An 1830 recipe 
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for a rump steak pie called for three 
pounds of meat cut into pieces "half 
as big as your hand." After the 
meat had been ground with a chopper, 
a half dozen minced eschalots were 
mixed with half an ounce of pepper 
and salt and added to the beef. A 
deep dish was filled with the mixture 
and covered with a gill of catsup and 
the same amount of gravy. It was 
then baked for two hours. 

A more orthodox manner of pre
paring meat pies, however, was known 
to hundreds of women in Iowa from 
the Mississippi to the Missouri. 
Cooked in the following manner, such 
a pie could be made above an open 
fire, on the hearth of a pioneer cabin, 
and in the oven of a wood range. A 
deep dish was greased with butter or 
lard. In it was placed a layer of 
potatoes which had been seasoned 
with butter, salt, pepper, minced on
ions, or with any other herbs, The 
pioneer used what she could find. On 
top of the potatoes was placed a layer 
of meat. It did not matter much what. 
kind of meat. Beef, pork, mutton, 
veal, rabbit, pigeon, chicken, turkey 
-almost anything could and did go 
in. If possible, however, a few pieces 
of salt pork were crisscrossed over the 
meat. 

The old-fashioned 'ginger snap, 
which used to pile in browned heaps 
in an earthen cookie jar, still teases 
the appetite. To taste one of these 
is to bite into the middle of the nine
teenth century. To make them as 
great-grandmother did, follow this 
recipe: Take one cup of molasses, 
half a cup of sugar, half a cup of but
ter, half a cup of warm water with 
butter melted in, and two tablespoon
fuls of ginger. Make a stiff dough, 
knead it well, roll into sheets, cut 
into round cakes and bake in a mod
erate oven. 

The Palimpsest 
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RURAL LIFE· IN THE PRESS 

Sharecroppers of the South opened 
their first Co~op Store in Spruce Pine, 
Ala., a small town south of the 
Tennessee River Valley. Twenty-six 
men and women living on cotton 
farms saved enough money to take 
out shares of $5 each until their 
combined capital was $205. Two of 
the directors are negroes. They rented 
an empty store, employed a manager, 
and proceeded to patronize their own 
store. Sales during the . first 30 days 
amounted to $790. The stock of 
goods increased· by the rapid turn
over was valued at $500.-The 00-
operative Oonsumer. 

Agrarian . Rather than Industrial 
Training will be given to boys on the 
border of delinquency at Father 
George M. Link's (Michael, TIL) Trail 
Rangers camp. The Trail Rangers of 
America have b~en organized to as
sist in the establishment and' mainte
nance of the,camp~ It is proposed to 
enlist members who will pay yearly 
dues into a maintenance fund and it 
is hoped that the movement will be
come nation-wide as a means of check
ing war-caus~d delinquency among 
boys.-St. Louis Register. 

St. Isidore has been named patron 
Saint of the farmers of Quebec. This 
information was made known by the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites in a 
communication to His Eminence Rod
rigue Cardinal Villeneuve, Archbishop 
of Quebec.' The request was made 
by the Quebec Catholic Farmers Un
ion. 

The Committee on Rural Groups of 
the Spanish-Speaking Seminar held 

-at San AntOniO, Texas, recommended 
the extension of land ownership, 
establishment of maternity guilds 
and regularly operating clinics, coop
erative health . programs,education 
in nutrition, and the "guarding 
against abuses creeping in, especially 
birth control propaganda." 

Education-For What? We enjoy~d 
the pleasure of visiting the School 
of Agriculture of St. Martine as well 
as the School of Home Management 
for girls in the same village. Mr. 
Couture, Director of Colonization and 
Agriculture for the Canadian National 
Railroad, and Mr. April, the Director 
of the School of Agriculture, acted 
as our guides and hosts. These visits 
together with a visit to St. Hyacinthe 
impressed upon our minds thestrik
ing contrast that exists between the 
tendency in the United' States and 
that of the Catholic Province of 

,Quebec. . 
In the Province. of Quebec the. girls 

are taught the dignity of the home 
and are inspired to become experts 
in h,ome management. In oUr coun
try the trend is toward the office and, 
the factory. In the province of Que
bec the boys are taught the funda
mental place of a family farm econ
omy. In our country the boys re
ceive their inspiration from the com
mercial farmer if they do not direct 
their steps to the city. In the Ca
nadian Province all ·efforts· are di
r:ected toward buildi~g up' family 
hfe. We need not inform you con
cerning the direction of efforts in the 
United States.-REV .. PATRICK T. 
QUINLAN, News Letter. 

Fruits of Earth Blessed.' The 
Church's ritual of blessing of the fruits 
of the earth was given in st. Ma-, 
lachy's (Creston, Iowa) church as 
prescribed for the Feast of the As
sumption. At the Epistle side of the 
sanctuary a statue of Our L8.dy was 
set before a background of harvested 
oats, flanked by· flowers and stalks 
of green corn, with a variety of fruits 
and vegetables heaped at her feet. 
Father Marian Koinek, the pastor, ex
plained the various prayers.-The Des 
Moines Messenger. 

Free Ads for Farmers. To aid in 
solving the harvesting and food dis
tributing problems which are of ma
jor importance in the war effort and 
to the civilian population, the Oatho
lic Northwest Progress, Seattle, has 
offered free ads to farmers (subscrib
ers or neighbors and friends of sub
scribers) who have products for sale. 

A 4-H Club Meeting was held by the 
class in Rural Sociology (taught this 
summer for the first time at Mary
mount College, Salina, Kansas). 
Twe.nty members responded to roll 
call by naming an agency that exists 
to improve rural life. The meeting 
was conducted in strict accordance 
with 4-H regulations, including a busi
ness meeting, a program and recre
ation.-The Advance Register. . , 

Farmers in Roberts 
Dakota, realized last ~V""""'I,V'''' 

chinery available through 
ty rationing board WOUld 
only a small percentage of 
who needed new equipment 
farmers r~ise~ $870 through 
memberShips m a 
contributions, made an 
with the FSA, and 
farm machinery 
took over much of the C01UD1:v'Q 
chinery quota on behalf 

It purchased four 
drillS, two cultivators 
two mowers and pla~ed 
of three combines and three 
picke~s. The .cost of operating 
machmery durmg an estimated 
day crop season, . allOwing 15 
cent annual depreciation Was 
culated . carefUlly, and it' has 
held available to all farmers at 
sonable but self-liquidating 

The Farmers Union, 
board and people in co:mnlUIliti.es 
Roberts County have 
support to the cooperative 
for they appreciated that 
help all farmers· get their war 
duction job done and that the 
chinery, ocoperatively' owned 
do three to five times as much 
under the co-op plan as under 
ownership.-National Union' 

Sgt. Eugene S. Geissler, former As
sociate Editor of Land and Home is 
now Editor of Bonjour, a weekly 
camp paper published somewhere in 
Africa. 

Halo for the Hog 
He comes to your table in long, 

thin bacon strips, in delicious chops, 
in tender roasts, in succulent spare
ribs. He covers your hands and feet 
with his tough, durable bide. He lin
gers in the bottle of glue on your writ
ing table. And he goes to war. He 
wraps his fat around the men who 
fight in Arctic cold. The Commandos 
shiver a little less because of that 
protecting fat layer. In icy water, 
clinging to a raft, the survivors are 
those with the most natural warmth, 
part of it gained from the rig. 

, When airplanes shoot straight and 
fast and enemy 'planes fall from the 
sky, the cartridges have his impress. 
His essence is in the huge shells that 
demolish the deadly sublllar;nes. His 
greedy feeding,his strength and vigor 
and warmth, are helping to win the 
war. Hail to the pig! 

Leamington (Ont.) post 
and News 

88 LAND AND HOME S E PTE M B E R ·1 9 4 3 LA, 



L . LITERATURE' 

OF THE ALMIGHTY 

piece of literature. In three 
parts. Very graphic in its pic
section; interesting in the his

account of Greene County, 
from Indian days to World 

conditions. Economic and so
conditions· in their relation to 

soil are well described in the third 
Aims, struggles, mistakes; ac-

of the United Farm 
,Program (mainly F. S. A.) furnish 
;pnma . facie evi~ence that govern
'ment assistance IS needed and can be 
';iiveneffectively pro bono publico. 
:';' To quote: "Yes, feed the soil. It 
;Wm feed you." 

"The one crop system of farming 
bas depleted the soil of its fertility, 
. enslaved the farming classes, and 
. brought our people face to face with 
stagnation and bankruptcy." 

"Owe as little as possible, and pay 
as you·go." 

"Since Independence, he is the 
greatest patriot who has stopped the 
most gullies." 

And a clOSing prayer: "Lord, prop 
us up on every leaning side." 

L.G.L. 

THE NATURE' AND PROPERTIES 
OF SOILS . 
By T.Lyttletonand iIarry O. Buck

man. The Macmillan. Company, 
. New York, 1943. 499 pages. $3.50. 
A technic81 book for the student 

who is interested in the nature and 
properties of: soils and their relation
ships to' higher plants. A 'working 
knowledge of inorganic chemistry and 
elementary physics is presupposed,' as 
well as some understanding of" the 
colloidal state of matter. It is un-. 
fortunate' that any treatment of Bio
Dynamic farming is lacking. 

W. M.J. 

FOOD FOR PEOPLE 
By Margaret G. Reid. .John Wiley & 

Sons, Inc. 1943. 653 pages. $4.00. 
A comprehensive book from· an 

~owa State College economist, th,at . 
IS understandable enough for the av
erage reader, and of great value to 
those who are students . or teachers . 
of ilie economics of food as it affects . 
ilie people of the world today. . . 

The author says that "The social 
objectives visualized in Food for Peo
ple is an abundant food supply for 
all," and furnishes~acts,figures ~nd 
surveys to show what has been and 
is being done in various communities 
to improve the production and dis
tribution of food, for' the ultimate 
good of the consumer. 

B. P. 

WORLD TRADE IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTS' . 
By Henry O. Taylor and Anne DeWees 

Taylor. The Macmillan Co., N. Y. 
1943. 285 pages. $3.50. 
A thoroughly readable piece of re

search concerning the movement of 
agricultural products on a. world 
scale. This summary is based on the 
statistical and factual materials gath
ered together. by the International In
stitute of Agriculture (1908-1934), 
at Rome, .Italy. Dr. Taylor was the 
United States member of .the Insti
tute. The authors have added revised 
data for 1937, and averages for ;l934~ 
1938. 

Maps and charts illustrate world 
imports and exports of all the prin
cipal commodities, percentages, and 
volume and gold value. Statistical 
tables are given throughout, and 
government policies of. the various 
nations defined. A final . chapter 
points out the significance' of world 
commerce and the relationship it 
bears to world social structure, with a 
look to the future. 

O. M. B. 

KANSAS IRISH 
By Oharles Driscoll. Macmillan, New 

York, 1943. 359 pages. $2.50. 
Big Flurry Driscoll "couldn't get 

along" with his father at Roaring Wa-
.. tel', Cork, Ireland; and poor illiterate 
. sailor and fisherman, emigrating to 
Civil War America, he seems to have 
never gotten along with himself or 
anybody else. From the docks at 
Erie, Pennsylvania, where he married 
a much younger and unwilling bride, 
picked for him by a designing mother, 
he drifted on to Wichita, Kansas, and 
there bought a thiD farm from a 
sh,arker. A victim of charlatans 
through all hjs hapless years, he was 

. no farmer, and the pity of it is that 
there was no NCRLC consciousness 
on the.far frontier in the seventies. 

KANSAS IRISH is a great yarn 
(and with reservations on some cheap 
vulgaIjties, et al.) it is worth while in 
that the best Irish traits endUre even 
cyclones, pests, maladjustments and 
Kansas. The' story is in the main 
beautiful,. "the short and .simple an
nals of the poor," and not -poor white 

. trash of grapes-of-wrath stuff-jUst 
decent Irish. . 

F. S. McC. 

A COOPERATIVE ECONOMY 
By Benson Y. Landis. Harper & 

Brothers, N. Y. 1943. 193 pages.; 
$2.00 .. 
A highly recommendable text for 

high .schools and study clubs. It con
tains a clear and quite complete out
line of the problems and possibili
ties of producers and consumers. Up
to-date and eaSY to read. 

L.G. L. 
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HEAVEN IS A SUNSWEPT HILL 
By Earl Guy. The Macmillan Com

pany, N. Y. 1943. 220 pages. $2.50. 
The sympathetic story of Sam and 

Matty Drindle and their neighbors, 
who learned that the river was no 
respecter of their "good land," and 
when it came down and flooded their 
fertile valley and took its toll in 
human lives and. valuable crops, they 
fought it through many exhausting 
days and nights and in their anxiety 
and weariness they bitterly con
demned "the govament people" for 
not. building the dams to prevent 
these disastrous floods. 

The' almost superhuman struggle' 
of these farm people to save them
selves, their homes and their live
stock is so vividly portrayed that the 
reader is tempted to look out. and 
see if the river is rising and wonder 
if the scow will last the night. So 
real do. the characters. become that 
they will be long .remembered for 
their indomitable courage and de
termination to build again, after the 
sun carrie out and dried the land, 
because, as Sam and Matty said after 
it was all over, "We got good land." 

.. B. P . 

HOME CANNING 
By Demetria M. Taylor; Greenberg, 

N. Y. 1943. 164 pages. $2.00. 
Simple, complete, easy-to-follow di

rections for canning, preserving, de-
hydration, pickling and jelly-making. 
Miss Taylor, food expert, tells the 
mistakes to aVOid, the equipment 
(within the reach of every kitchen) 
necessary, and the step-by-step meth
ods, leaving no chance for failure. 
Meat, poultry, fish, and all fruits and 
vegetables .are included. . 

O.M.B. 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL mGH 
SCHOOL . 
By Rev. P. E. Schneider. The Catholic 

Education Press, Washington, D. C. 
1943.63 pages. 25c. 
Father Schneider has stated the 

deficiencies of Catholic rural educa~ 
tion and has pointed out their causes: 
He gives practical suggestions as to 
the ways and means of promoting the 
objectives of rural secondary educa
tion. 

W.M . .J. 

THE 'TWILIGHT OF CAPITALISM 
AND THE WAR 
By Walter John Marx. B. Herder 

Book Co., St. Louis. 1943. 316 
pages. $2.75. , 
Dr. W . .J. Marx fUrnishes us with 

facts, interpretations and views. They 
are enlightening, and should be so
bering to the ones who take pride 
in our mass production methods, in 
bigness, in "standards of living," and 
the like. 

The last ch!'lpter "A Democratic 
Solution" offers in outline the sound
est and most practical solution we 
have yet seen for postwar problems. 

. L.G.L. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE BUREAU 
OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMITCS 

8ix Rural Lite 8tudies, describing 
"Culture of a Contemporary Rural 
Community." They are EI Cerrito, N. 
M.; Sublette, Kans.; Landaff, N. H.; 
Lancaster Co., Pa.; Irwin, la.; Har
mony, Ga. Scientific, readable, in
structive; a valuable asset to any 
Rural Life. Library. 

A Place on Earth: a critical ap
praisal .of subsistence homesteads. 
Nine Homestead Projects are ana
lyzed and evaluated. Honest and un
biased. 

L. G. L. 

OUR GOOD NEIGHBOR HURDLE 
By John W. White. The Bruce Pub

lishing Company, Milwaukee, 1943. 
209 pages. $2.50. 
This is an important book and, be

cause it is important, it should be read 
by everyone. It gives, among other 
things, the true picture of the 8inar
quista movement in Mexico; this 
movement has been misrepresented by 
many writers. We hope The New 
Republic reviews this book. 

The supreme hurdle in the good
neighbor policy is the problem of 
Protestant missionaries among our 
South American neighbors. The book 
has been written objectively by a 
newspaper man who is a Protestant. 

W.M.J. 

DOWN. ON - THE - FARM COOK 
BOOK 

Helen Worth. Greenberg, N. Y. 1943. 
$2.50. 

No pink-tea concoctions, but de
liCious, substantial, country dishes 
from North, East, South and West; 
from Barnstable County to Crooked 
Elm Farm; from Jeff Davis' to Lottie 
Herbers· from Papa's Wine to Gram's 
Coffee Cake. Recipes and directions 
are exact and accurate; indexed for 
convenience. All seasoned with Aunt 
Sleide's philosophy. A truly delight
ful cook book. 

OM.B. 

THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT 
IN THE AMERICAS 

An International Symposium, Interna
tional Labour Office, Montreal. 1943. 
59 pages. 25c. 

Vice President Wallace wrote the 
preface. The symposium is a feature 
of the good-neighbor policy, and at
tempts to demonstrate that the only 
way democracy can survive the log
ical onslaught of dictatorship is to 
develop the cooperative ideal to the 
limit. 

W. M. J. 

Do you need texts, thoughts, authority when speak. 

ing on Rural Life ? We recommend: 

The Popes and Social Principles 0/ 
Rural Li/e 

What did the Popes say about Rural Life? 

You'll find the answer in this processed folder. 50c . 

• 
In preparation: 

The Classics and Rural Li/e 

What did the classic writers say about Rural Life? 

A selection of 47 quotations from ancient and modern 

writers. Processed. Attractive cover. 50c. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
3801 Grand Avenue 
Des Moines 12, Iowa 

POEMS AND VERSES 
By Helen Parry Eden. The Bruce 

lishing Company, MilwaUkee 
80 pages. $1.85. ' 
These are half-devotional, LlaII-l)IJl"~_ 

ful. They are about common 
great and little. Mrs. Eden 
writing and example, is ' 
Catholics to return to a ,:~'"~cLra:gtnlt~lli.· 
try life. From one of her 
is a civilization founded on 
and not in the cities, that 
fairest chance to the \.i1l,~nl)l1C 
-above all the children." 

THERE WERE TWO MEN 
A Parable for Cooperators 

By Bob 8tailey. Ohio Farm Bureau 
Co-operatives, Columbus. 1943. 250. 

An illustrated primer which may 
"well be the first introdUctions for 
many children to the Cooperative 
Way." It is just as interesting to 
adults. 

O.M.B. 

BREBEUF ·AND HIS BRETHREN 
By E. J. Pratt. The Basilian Press, 

Detroit, 1943. 66 pages. $1.25. 
The story of the Jesuit martyrs in 

Huronia (1625-1649) in blank verse. 
W.M.J. 
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