
RURAL LIFE SCHOOLS 1943 

IS IT A SIN TO BE A FARMER? • • • • •• E. M. Hildebrand. Ph.D. 
i 
! ~ 

BLESSED MARIE. WIFE AND MOTHER. Margaret Jackman Kirby 

AN EIGHTY IS BETTER • • • • •••••••••••• A. O. Roberts 

CHURCH POINT POINTS THE WAY • • •• • Rev. Wilton J. Labb~ 

FfICI4IL .pUB~I(~TIOn Of Tttf n4lTIOn4lL., (~T-HOLI( RUR#lL LifE (OOftMn"; 

III 



l.AND AND HOME 

Yol. VI Issue of June, 1943 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 

No.2 

Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, D.D.-Honorary President 

Most Rev. Aloisius J. Muench, D.D. ______ President 

Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan ________ First Vice President 

Rev. Geo. A. Esterguard ______ Second Vice President 

Miss Dorothy Willmann ______ .Third Vice President 

Rev. Louis N. Zirbes _________________ Treasurer 

Mr. Frank Bruce _____________ Recording Secretary 

Rt. Rev. Luigi G. LiguttL ______ Executive Secretary 

Mrs. Olive M. Biddison __ Ass'. to the Exec. Secretary 

Published 9uarterly In March, June, September, December 

• 
Membership Subscription-Two Dollars per Year 

• 
Editor _________ RT. REV. L. G. UGUTfI, ll..D. 

A.ssociate Editor _____ MRS. OUVE M. BIDDISON 

A.rt Editor __________ SISTER M. IRENA, O.S.B. 

• 
Editorial and PublicaHon Oflices: 

3801 Grand Avenue, Des Moinea, Iowa 

Member of Catholic Pru. A.'lOciation 

• 
Re-entered as 8econdClas8 matter March SO, 1945, at the 
Post Office at Des Moines, Iowa, under Act of Matrch 8, 
1879. 

PRINTED BY WALLACE-HOMESTEAD CO., DES MC)INES 
..... '0 

Rural Life Schools 1943················· ..... 31 

Church Point Points the Way . ............... " 32 
REV. WILTON J. LABBE 

Is It a Sin to Be a Farmer? ................ " 34 
E. M. HILDEBRAND, Ph.D. 

Boy With Kite (Poem) ..................... " 35 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

I Am aCountry Pastor . ...................... 36 

Blessed Marie-Wife and Mother . ............. 37 
MARGARET JACKMAN KIRBY 

An Eighty Is Better .. . , ...................... 39 
A. O. ROBERTS 

Whole Wheat .............................. 41 

On and Off the Track . ............•.......... " 43 

Notes and Comments ......................... 44 

The Rural Pastor's Page .......... .......... , 46 

Cracked Corn ....................... " ...... 47 

A uction Sale .................... -. . . . . . . . . .. 50 
CECILIA W. WILWERDING 

The Farmer Feeds Them All (Poem) ........... 51 

Kill--And Cure ..............•............. , 52 
LOUISE OWEN 

The Battle of Food . ......................... , 54 

To and From the Editors . .......•........... , 55 

Conference Affairs . ......................... , 56 

Let's Play .......... ~ .....•...•............ 57 
AL HEURING ' 

Rural Life in the Press . ..........•.......... , 58 

Rural Literature ............................ ,59 



..• ~~ . . . .eerJAH . . . Ilet . . . 
LIFE SCHOOLS 1943 

LIFE SCHOOL OF THE SOUTH 

Stanislaus College, Bay St. 
Lo!llS, Miss., June 7-11. 

Adopting self-help as its theme, the 
first rural life school of 1943 will 
devote five days to intensive discus
sionof the problems and possibilities 
of the rural South, seeking a construc
tive answer to the question: How can 
priests and other leaders work with 
rural people for the betterment of 
rural living? 

INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL LEAD· 
ERSHIP IN RURAL LIFE 

Marquette University, Milwaukee, 
Wis., June 14-18. 

Five days of stimulating discussion 
on the principles and technics funda
mental to the apostolate of rural edu
cation. General theme: How can the 
rural school most effectively prepare 
boys and girls for a life on the land? 
What part can the rural teacher play 
in parish and community activities? 

AN INSTITUTE FOR SISTERS .IN RURAL 
SCHOOLS 

School of Social Service, St. Louis 
University, St. Louis, Missouri, June 
21-July 9. 

This institute will consist of a two
hour session each day for three weeks, 
in conjunction with the regular sum
mer session of St. Louis University. 

First week: The problems of rural 
society, and their implications for so
ciety as a whole. 

Second week: The papal teaching 
on the dignity and advantages of life 
on the land; the necessity of a vig
orous rural society. 

Third week: The rural school as an 
instrument in building a satisfying 
rural culture; the technics for social 
action in rural areas' collaboration 
with social agencies. ' 

SCHOOL FOR SOCIAL ACTION 
THE CHURCH'S PROBLEMS OF 

TOMORROW 

St. Bede's College, Peru, Illinois, 
July 6-8. 

A tIiree-day session for priests and 
social leaders. Where does the Cath
olic Church stand today? To what 
extent does proletarianism affect 
Catholic mentality? What are the 
advantages of the cities as far as the 
Church is concerned? 

Rural life leaders, popUlation ex
perts, and representatives of coopera
tives and government. agencies will 
discuss the problems resulting from 
war and its aftermath, and present 
solutions drawn from the social teach
ings of Pope Pius XI and Pope Pius 
XII. . 

THE EAST COAST 

A series of one- and two-day ses-
sions on rural life .and social action. 

Hartford, Conn., July 13-14. 
Trenton, N. J., July 15. 
Philadelphia, Pa., July 16. 

The problems facing Catholics in 
the East: Possible solutions through 
cooperation and cooperatives. 
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RURAL LIFE INSTITUTES FOR SISTERS 
Toledo Diocese 

July-August 
The Toledo Institutes will be ses

sions OIi rural life and rural educa
tion, conducted by rural life leaders 
at mother-houses of Religious Com
munities. 

In the mornings, lecturers will pre
sent the subject matter to the assem
blies. Small sectional groups will then 
meet to formulate questions, objec
tions and problems. The afternoons 
will be taken up with the presentation 
of the findings of the sectional groups 
and replies of the speakers. 

SEMANA RURAL 
Montezuma Seminary, Montezuma, 

New Mexico, August 1-5. 
A Rural Life School to be con

ducted in Spanish for the benefit of 
priests and seminarians interested in 
dry land farming, irrigation and sub
sistence gardening as practiced in Old 
Mexico, New Mexico and the South
west. Methods of developing the 
rural life movement in the Southwest 
and Mexico will be discussed. 

RURAL LIFE SCHOOL OF THE DAIRY 
REGION 

St. John's University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, August 8-13. 

This rural life session will follow 
the pattern of previous years. 

New features: "Advanced" courses 
on credit union promotion and opera
tion; the agriculture of South Amer
ica. 

RURAL LIFE SCHOOL OF THE GREAT 
PLAINS 

Assumption Abbey, Richardton, 
North Dakota, August 15-20. 

Five days of solid discussion on the 
ways and means of developing a vig
orous rural life movement in the re
gion of the Great Plains. 

Speakers will be experts in soil con
servation and agronomy, officials in 
charge of land settlement, and officers 
of farm organizations and ·coopera
tives. 

For further informatIon concerning 
tuItion, room and board, see page 40 of 
this magazine. 
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CHURCH POINT 

POINTS THE WAY 

CHURCH POINT is in the heart 
of the Acadian District. It is 

some twenty miles northwest of La
fayette, in the Parish of Acadia. It 
is Catholic. It is French-speaking. 

In 1936, when Father Bienvenu 
went there as pastor, the people had 
lost much of their economic and po
litical freedom. Ten years before 
approximately 80 per cent of the 
community had owned and operated 
their own farms, but with the dis
astrous breakdown of the depression 
years, the small landowners had lost 
the land to the overlords. Indebted 
to the latter, they could not even 
vote as they wished, but as the land
owners wished them to vote. The 
poor man was not much more than a 
chattel. Where he had once reigned 
as king of his household and his 
goods, now he was forced to serve as 
an economic slave to another man. 

Money was loaned to farmers who 
had possessions, but the value of 
their possessions was usually under
estimated. The rate of interest was 
usurious. Mortgages were taken 
upon property of high value for a 
sum much less than its worth, and if 
the individual failed to meet his loan, 
the usual foreclosure followed. 

Slavery was imposed by means of 
the Credit Book, for which the farm
ers were overcharged, as well as 
forced to pay credit prices on all 
goods purchased. The profit made 
often amounted to over 25 and as 
high as 60 per cent. If the over
anxious farmers planted their cotton 
too early in the season, and a late 
cold spell destroyed all of the seed 
so that it had to be replanted, an 
exorbitant price was demanded for 
the same seed from the same ware
house where the previous supply had 

been purchased. If the first planting 
had cost seven or eight dollars, the 
second would automatically be ten 
or twelve because "the prices have 
gone up. Seed is scarce." 

Against such odds, Father Bien
venu and his assistant preached week 
in and week out, in season and out of 
season, on Social Justice. The en
cyclicals Rerum N ovarum and Quad
rigesimo A nno were time and again 
brought to the minds of the people. 
The duties of the masters and the 
servants were taught from the pulpit. 
Much criticism followed from those 
who felt the sting most, but the 
priests dId not give up. 

. At the same time, a search was 
being made for those organizations 
that might be of help; Father Bien
venu was serving on the Catholic 
Committee of the South. The priests 
had to be educated before their people 
could be. In the summer of 1941, 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference conducted a Rural Life 
Summer School at St. Benedict's Col
lege, Atchison, Kansas. Five priests 
from the Diocese of Lafayette at
tended. Following' up the knowledge 
acquired from the Rural Life School, 
the Church Point priests began to 
contact the various national and state 

government agencies organized 
purpose of helping the people to 
themselves. 

The following year, the N.C 
held a five-day school at Ba 
Louis, Mississippi. Again the Y 
attended, this time with three 
from the parish, the only lay 
present. From this second 
great deal was gained. 

Next came an invitation 
tend a Tri-State (LouiSiana, 
sas and Mississippi) meeting of 
Farmers' Union where the 
was elected to the Board of 
for two years, the first priest in 
United States to serve on a 
or Regional Board. At the 
meeting, a Church Point layman 
elected to the Vice-Presidency 
the three states. 

Meanwhile every effort had 
made to find something concrete 
would work to the advantage of 
farmer. When the flood of 1 
came, Father Bienvenu brought 
the Red Cross, and the Boy 
Troop distributed commodities. Rafts 
were built and furniture moved out 
of the homes of those who had suf
fered disaster. The people gained 
increased cQnfidence in their pastor. 
Trips to the State Capitol succeeded 
in the establishing of an office for 
the Surplus Commodity. But all this 
was merely a dole, a relief project. 

Following the first Rural Life 
School, a meeting was called. Slow 
at first, only a handful turned out. 
Nine consecutive meetings were ar
ranged to which government agents 
were invited to make known to the 
people what the agricultural de
partments of both state and national
al governments were doing. The 
number attending the, meetings grad
ually grew. The parishioners spoke 
only French, but the priests trans
lated the talks from English. Ques
tions were asked from the floor and 
answered. This educational program 
was the basis of the success later 
achieved. Farmers with little or nO 
schooling learned how to ask ques
tions. This was a group movement 
of people who sought self-help. 

The Farm Credit Administration 
and the Farm Security Administra-
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magnificently. To 
. beginning, a local man, Mr. 

trn .. ,.,rhl1pr, was secured to serve 
agent for the Farm Credit 

His office was built 
presbytery grounds. The little 

not yet in the hands of the 
III"<~_ .•• ' flocked to the F. C. A. 

.Following the Rural Life School 
of 1942 at Bay St. Louis, the farmers 
were again called together to discuss 
tJi~possibility of establishing a credit 
wrlon. With only 20 members pres
entat the first meeting and but $30 
in shares, a Parish Credit Union was 
started which has grown, in a ten
month period, to over 200 members 
and a capital of $4,000, most of it 
loaned out. 

The next step was a local Farm
ers' Union, which numbers over 400 
members at the present time. The 
Farmers' Union is really the spon
soring organization, and the Credit 
Union is an offspring, even though 
the offspring had predated the spon
sor in the matter of organization. 
The Credit Union enables the farm
ers to operate on a cash basis of 
their own instead of on a credit basis 
of profit-takers. 

There was still need of another 
organization whereby the farmers 
could pool their resources and pur
chase their necessities, as well as find 
a profitable outlet for their produce-

. a purchasing and marketing Coop
erative. Accordingly, they contacted 
the Louisiana Central Cooperative As
sociation (now the Farmers' State 
Exchange) . Speakers were sent 
down, questions were asked, and ma
terial left to study and ponder at the 
weekly meetings. Finally, all joined 
up with the Co-op. 

They began by purchasing Irish 
potato seed. Orders upon orders fol
lowed each other in quick succession. 
When the cotton planting time came 
and they had need of cotton seed, 
~nce again they purchased· coopera
tIvely. If the first planting was 
killed by cold, more seed could be ob
tained at the original price; no longer 
was it necessary to pay a premium on 
seed for second planting. 

Fertilizer was needed. In an effort 
to S!oP the cooperative buying,. the 
/actton who had SQ strongly opposed 

the farmers, attempted to block ship
ments and to work a hardJhip through 
the unloading of carload lots of fer
tilizer. Now the farmers are to have 
their own warehouse so tlutt worry 
is over. 

Through their cooperative, they 
have purchased baby chicks, feed for 
them and other farm animals, and 
orders have been placed for Irish 
potato sacks and thousands upon 
thousands of sweet potato crates. 
Now they are setting out on another 
venture, namely, the marketing of 
their produce in a cooperative man
ner. At the present time, men have 
been selected to act as graders and 
shippers of Irish potatoes which will 
move in carload lots. 

The farmers saw the urgent need 
of a cotton gin belonging to them, 
sponsored and supported by them. Of 
the six gins within the surrounding 
territory, four of them belonged to 
one owner. Two others were illdepend
ent, one on the point of liquidation. • 
The Farmers' Union took this oppor
tunity to negotiate for the gin. Here' 
again one organization came in handy 
to help out another. The members 
borrowed the necessary money from 
the Credit Union to purchase shares 
in the cotton gin. It has been esti
mated that close to two thousand 
bales will be ginned in the first year 
of operation. 

It is expected that the marketing 
of sweet potatoes will be undertaken 
next. This will necessitate the build
ing of a potato kiln. 

With the rationing going into ef
fect, the farmers felt that the live
at-home policy was the best for all. 
Gardens have been planted at every 
country home. What is over and 
above home needs will be sold on the 
market. Through the help of the 
Vocational Education Department of 
the state, the building of a cannery, 
dehydrator and hatchery has been 
begun. The Vocational Education 
Department furnishes the materials 
and equipment, and the farmers are 
donating their work for the construc
tion of the thirty by sixty foot build
ing. Thus a great service is being 
rendered to the community, for the 
use of the building will not be limited 
to members only but will be made 
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available to all of the people. A 
gradual expansion into a locker re
frigerator to serve community needs 
is planned. . 

All work, however, is not the ideal 
for the farm-family life. There is an 
urgent need for recreation. The farm 
organizations see to that. Some 
months ago over three hundred farm
ers and their wives took part in a 
.Creole "Gumbo." Present on this 
occasi(\n were members of the State 
De~rtment of Education, the Presi
dent of the leading state college in the 
agricultural field, members of the va
rious agricultural agencies of the gov
ernment, as well as members of the 
clergy. The supper was followed by 
a dance for the older folks to the tune 
of an accordion and a fiddle . 

This year, following the Lenten 
Season, a party was given for both 
young and old. Over six hundred at
tended. The wife of the manager of 
t~e State Co-op was present to teach 
the young boys and girls folk danc
ing. After the youth had danced the 
folk dances, the floor was thrown 
open to the fathers and mothers. To 
the accompaniment of an accordion 
and two rattling tablespoons, they 
danced the mazurka and old-time 
dances to their heart's delight. 

. To those who say it can't be done, 
. these people answer with the cry of 

the Crusaders of old: "God wills it." 
It is incumbent on the rural priests 
to face the rural conditions in which 
they live, and face them squarely. 
Opposition will be there, but that is 
the devil's tool, and God's test, for 
the worthiness of the cause. 
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IS IT A SIN 
TO BE A FARMER? 

sis was on research in 
branches, with the study of the 
mulated literature forming the 
dation. The specialist in course 
time still remains a layman in all 

E. M. H ilde/Jrflnd, Ph. D. 

T HE most serious pro~lem facing 
the high school boy is the matter 

of choosing wisely the career on 
which he is to stake his future. The 
success or failure of many lives date 
from the adjustments and decisions 
made at this critical period. 

The writer also faced this perplex
ing problem over twenty years ago, 
and what has happened in the inter
vening years has so definite a bearing 
on the subject of this paper that he 
must, with apology perforce, draw 
frequently on personal experiences 
and judgments in an endeavor to il
luminate certain points where accu
rate data are lacking. 

The same sources of guidance were 
operative then as now, namely, par
ents, pastors, school teachers, rela
tives and friends. Coming from the 
farm and being intensely interested 
in agriculture, it was only natural to 
favor some phase of agriculture as a 
career, and a decision was made to 
devote my life to the service of agri
culture, despite the sad economic 
plight of farmers and against the ad
vice of many from whom advice was 
sought. 

My grandparents (German-Irish 
stock) had come to this country in 
the 1840's and settled on farms in 
Wisconsin. Briefly, my Irish relatives 
advised getting educated so 1 would 
not have to work any more, meaning 
literally leaving agriculture jor the 
city. The relatives oj German ex
traction were more loyal to the soil 
and advised against wasting time on 
a college or book education, but there . 
were a jew exceptions who thought a 
college education was a good thing 
because you could become a better 
jarmer, or a teacher, and have some 
influence on agriculture. 

The belov.ed local pastor was in
deed interested in the idea oj higher 

*By permission of Phe Sf:ience OOU'/l88wr. 
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education jor the young people, but 
he was equally emphatic that there 
was no alternative to attending a 
Catholic college, agriculture or no ag
riculture. Going to the atheistic state 
university would imperil one's Chris
tian faith, which then, as now, I 
aimed to live by. I compromised and 
followed the advice of the high school 
agriculture teachers, and attended a 
State Teachers College which special
ized in training agricultural teachers· 
for high schools. After several years 
of, teaching experience in high school, 
I entered the State University and 
completed my training for my present 
career, as a plant pathologist. 

Approximately 20 per cent of the 
students at the so-called "atheistic" 
institution were Catholics. True, 
there was a minority of atheists, com
munists, agnostics, etc., in addition to 
the many professing the various 
faiths and Judaism. 

Thil' only goes to show that the 
conflicting forces in the world are 
operative in miniature in the univer
sity community. Going into seclu
sion, or segregation, will neither re
move these forces nor train one to 
combat them. The Student Chaplain 
believed that the place to combat the 
enemies of the Christian way of life 
was where these forces operate. Con
sequently, many serious discussions 
were held and researches made on the 
merits of the challenges met in the 
classrooms on the campus. Without 
exception, there was a convincing an
swer or explanation for every chal
lenge, which meant that there was no 
real conflict between true science or 
learning, and true religion, and .this 
could not help but strengthen the 
faith of those who participated. 

The graduate school·of the same 
institution was marked by the rarity 
of Catholic students. Here there was 
much less of conflict because empha-

his specialty. The rarity of 
graduate students, "apprentice 
tists, or scholars," had a parallel 
the rarity of Catholic scientists 
scholars on the university staff. 

The feeding mechanism was 
working, for some unknown 
This disparity must have root 
where. No country in the world 
so much to offer in the way of 
tional advantages as ours. Yet 
advantages, particularly as applied 
the opportunities in the secular 
versities, are being sidestepped 
members of the greatest moral and 
spiritual force in the world. The 
growth of the state universities and 
colleges of agriculture is the result of 
the growing appreciation of the neces~ 
sity for increased education in a world 
of ever-increasing complexity and di
versity. There is nothing unchristian 
about it. If Jesus were to come on 
the scene in person today, He would 
in all probability start in on the pro
fessors. 

The university professor is victim 
of as many vices and virtues as are 
his brothers in other walks of life, yet 
he is in a distinctly influential posi
tion as a propagandist, whether for 
good or evil, because of the man! 
young student minds who come his 
way for instruction. 

. After six years in this atmosphere, 
it was 'my fortune to move to another 
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of the country and enter on 
as a staff member in another 

;,nr,nrltea state agricultural col
Here again was found, if any
eveD a greater disparity be
the relative percentages of 

in the undergraduate, grad
and staff levels of the college 

university. Still further inquiry, 
visits to numerous institutions 

\tliI'ou~(nOIUJ; the country over a period 
'{ten years, has seemed to bear out 
ihe same general pattern. This rarity 
of Catholic scientists in the state uni
versities, colleges of agriculture, and 
experiment stations, challenged the 
writer to suggest this as a topic for 
discussion by the Catholic Round 
Table oj Science at one of its annual 
sessions. Before this came to pass, 
however, I accepted an invitation to 
present my views in this brief article. 

To get a more accurate check on 
the role of Catholic students in agri
cultural science, a survey was made 
of representative agricultural institu
tions over the nation, with interesting 
results. 

Replies were received from eight, 
or nearly half, of the Chaplains of the 
institutions canvassed. Although dis
tinctly preliminary in nature, sketchy, 
and in many instances incomplete, the 
survey rather eloquently bears o.ut 
the writer's previous cursory obser
vations and deserves brief analysis. 

The trend of Catholic students in 
the colleges where agriculture is 
taught has been upward and fits in 
with the rather general upward trend 
in total enrollment in these institu
tions. 

The percentages of Catholics in the 
respective student bodies is consider
able, but always less than the ratio of 
Catholic citizens to the total popula
tion of the states. This discrepancy 
was to be expected since the Catholic 
colleges also draw considerable num
bers of students. 

Obtaining accurate counts or esti
mates of Catholic undergraduate and 
graduate students majoring in agri
Culture was difficult, if not impossible, 
perhaps because the Chaplains have 
not considered such data pertinent in 
their work. However, the cases where 
figures were obtained shed some light 
on this point and indicate rather def-

initely the tendency for dispropor
tionately small numbers of these stu
dents to major in agriculture, either 
as undergraduates or as graduate stu
dents. 

The role played by Catholic pro
fessors in these institutions was like~ 
wise disproportionately small, which 
was to be expected, in view of the 
rarity of Catholic graduate students 
in these institutions. 

That Catholics may some day as· 
sume their proper role in the agricul
ture of our country would seem to 
hinge on the removal of the inhibi
tions, or misconceptions, which have 
tended to their -urbanization. The 
tendency for more and more Catholic 
young men and women to attend the 
tax-supported agricultural colleges is 
indeed a hopeful sign and only a step 
removed from majoring in some 
branch·of agricultural science and as
suming a responsibl~ role in its de
velopment. 

An illuminating analysis, by E. :r. 
Ross, of the position of the Catholic. 
Church in relation to agriculture in 
the United States, appeared in the 
October, 1942, issue of Columbia 
magazine. The points stressed in this 
article deserve repetition. 
( 1 ) A minority of about 25 per cent 

of American Catholics live in 
rural districts. * 

( 2) With few exceptions the Church 

has centered attention on. the 75 
per cent of urban members. 

( 3 ) Unless the rural minority of the 
population is increased, there 
will be a progressive decline in 
the total Catholic population, 
because city popUlations are not 
reproducing themselves. 

( 4) The ideal of rather materialistic 
city capitalism or living for rural 
peoples has failed to provide for 
their needs and is leading to the 
decline in power of the Church 
in country districts. 

According to Miss Ross, the rural 
priest of courage and vision can rem
edy the situation. Specially organized 
schoolst for rural priests are needed 
to correct the deficiencies in seminary 
training and in current knowledge. 
She points out that one cannot keep 
people happy on farms for material
istic reasons. Rather, they must stay 

, there because they become convinced 
of the sacredness of the soil, of their 
greater opportunity for developing a 
-spiritual viewpoint than those in most 
o,},ller callings. The truly Christi~n 
VIew of life is not one of materIal 
gain, but of right living. 

The multiplication of rural schools 
for priests, now under the sponsors~p 
of the National Catholic Rural LIfe 

* A closer estimate is that only 10 per cent 
of American Catholics are "actual" farmers. 

tThe N.O.R.L.O. is conducting nine schools 
during the summer of 1943. 

BOY· WITH KITE 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

He takes the highest hill by need and choice 
Where wind grows wings that sweep from north to south 
In lusty arcs. Their pinions brush his mouth 
And set the valley ringing with his voice. 
The great flat shape he bears careens and twists, 
A gleaming untamed bird within his clutch, 
A very eagle crazed by human touch; 
He fights the wind and it with heels and wrists. 

His body, balanced on the rim of space, 
Moves light and quick as hound on trail of hare; 
He takes the sun's full beat upon his face 
And hurls against the shoulders of the air. 
With cleanest joy his heart will ~ver ~now 
He flings his Cirms and lets the Wild thing go. 

By permission of Columbia 
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of the country and enter on 
as a staff member in another 

;,nr,nrltea state agricultural col
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eveD a greater disparity be
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in the undergraduate, grad
and staff levels of the college 
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ihe same general pattern. This rarity 
of Catholic scientists in the state uni
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writer to suggest this as a topic for 
discussion by the Catholic Round 
Table oj Science at one of its annual 
sessions. Before this came to pass, 
however, I accepted an invitation to 
present my views in this brief article. 

To get a more accurate check on 
the role of Catholic students in agri
cultural science, a survey was made 
of representative agricultural institu
tions over the nation, with interesting 
results. 

Replies were received from eight, 
or nearly half, of the Chaplains of the 
institutions canvassed. Although dis
tinctly preliminary in nature, sketchy, 
and in many instances incomplete, the 
survey rather eloquently bears o.ut 
the writer's previous cursory obser
vations and deserves brief analysis. 

The trend of Catholic students in 
the colleges where agriculture is 
taught has been upward and fits in 
with the rather general upward trend 
in total enrollment in these institu
tions. 

The percentages of Catholics in the 
respective student bodies is consider
able, but always less than the ratio of 
Catholic citizens to the total popula
tion of the states. This discrepancy 
was to be expected since the Catholic 
colleges also draw considerable num
bers of students. 

Obtaining accurate counts or esti
mates of Catholic undergraduate and 
graduate students majoring in agri
Culture was difficult, if not impossible, 
perhaps because the Chaplains have 
not considered such data pertinent in 
their work. However, the cases where 
figures were obtained shed some light 
on this point and indicate rather def-

initely the tendency for dispropor
tionately small numbers of these stu
dents to major in agriculture, either 
as undergraduates or as graduate stu
dents. 

The role played by Catholic pro
fessors in these institutions was like~ 
wise disproportionately small, which 
was to be expected, in view of the 
rarity of Catholic graduate students 
in these institutions. 

That Catholics may some day as· 
sume their proper role in the agricul
ture of our country would seem to 
hinge on the removal of the inhibi
tions, or misconceptions, which have 
tended to their -urbanization. The 
tendency for more and more Catholic 
young men and women to attend the 
tax-supported agricultural colleges is 
indeed a hopeful sign and only a step 
removed from majoring in some 
branch·of agricultural science and as
suming a responsibl~ role in its de
velopment. 

An illuminating analysis, by E. :r. 
Ross, of the position of the Catholic. 
Church in relation to agriculture in 
the United States, appeared in the 
October, 1942, issue of Columbia 
magazine. The points stressed in this 
article deserve repetition. 
( 1 ) A minority of about 25 per cent 

of American Catholics live in 
rural districts. * 

( 2) With few exceptions the Church 

has centered attention on. the 75 
per cent of urban members. 

( 3 ) Unless the rural minority of the 
population is increased, there 
will be a progressive decline in 
the total Catholic population, 
because city popUlations are not 
reproducing themselves. 

( 4) The ideal of rather materialistic 
city capitalism or living for rural 
peoples has failed to provide for 
their needs and is leading to the 
decline in power of the Church 
in country districts. 

According to Miss Ross, the rural 
priest of courage and vision can rem
edy the situation. Specially organized 
schoolst for rural priests are needed 
to correct the deficiencies in seminary 
training and in current knowledge. 
She points out that one cannot keep 
people happy on farms for material
istic reasons. Rather, they must stay 

, there because they become convinced 
of the sacredness of the soil, of their 
greater opportunity for developing a 
-spiritual viewpoint than those in most 
o,},ller callings. The truly Christi~n 
VIew of life is not one of materIal 
gain, but of right living. 

The multiplication of rural schools 
for priests, now under the sponsors~p 
of the National Catholic Rural LIfe 

* A closer estimate is that only 10 per cent 
of American Catholics are "actual" farmers. 

tThe N.O.R.L.O. is conducting nine schools 
during the summer of 1943. 

BOY· WITH KITE 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

He takes the highest hill by need and choice 
Where wind grows wings that sweep from north to south 
In lusty arcs. Their pinions brush his mouth 
And set the valley ringing with his voice. 
The great flat shape he bears careens and twists, 
A gleaming untamed bird within his clutch, 
A very eagle crazed by human touch; 
He fights the wind and it with heels and wrists. 

His body, balanced on the rim of space, 
Moves light and quick as hound on trail of hare; 
He takes the sun's full beat upon his face 
And hurls against the shoulders of the air. 
With cleanest joy his heart will ~ver ~now 
He flings his Cirms and lets the Wild thing go. 

By permission of Columbia 
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Conference, will lead not only to in
creased co"mpetence on the part of the 
rural pastor in matters of counsel and 
guidance to young rural people, but 
also to a greater understanding of the 
aid the rural pastor himself may need. 

The matter of vocational guidance 
mentioned in the opening paragraph 
and stressed by Monsignor L. G. Li
gutti, Secretary of the N.C.R.L.C., 
on many occasions, undoubtedly de
serves first place in emphasis on cura
tive measures. More competence in 
coun!"eling young people, all will 
agree, is of fundamental importance. 
That something ought to be done to 
correct the present abnormal repre
sentation to the point of proportional 
representation in the agricultural in
stitutions of this country is likewise 
much to be desired. That the prin~ 
ciples and disciplined ideals of the 
Catholic way of life, in common with 
the ideals. of other Feligions; deserve 
a truly representative place alongside 
those of atheism, agnosticism, and 
non-belief, in the tax - supported 
schools of the country, likewise can
not be opposed on sound grounds. 
This thesis is all the more important 
in the present turmoil-ridden world 
where the forces of evil must be met 
and defeated by Christian principles, 
if civilization itself is to survive. 

In conclusion, it should be stated 
that the present rather insignificant 
role played by Catholics in agricul
tural science is of their own making 
and not to be attributed to others. 
The free American institutions of 
learning are open to all and so far as 
the writer is able to judge, encourage
ment is rarely denied to the talented. 

St. John Bosco was born In a little 
cabin at Becchi. a hillside hamlet in 
Italy. When he was little more than 
two years ol,d.his father died. leaving 
his widowed mother with the care and 
support of three boys. Later he con· 
trlbuted to his own and his family's 
support by working as a shepherd. He 
received his early education from the 
parish priest. His appetite for study 
grew. but the poverty of his home made 
It neceuary for him to leave his books 
often to return to the fields. 
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111m tI CDuntry PtlstDf ••• 

By his very title a country pastor indicates he has two 
interests: religion and agriculture. Religion, concerning itself 
man's eternal destiny, is naturally more important: 
supplying man's basic needs, is also highly essential. Religion 
ters man's spiritual life, the life of his soul: agriculture is 1I""'Io:5!1a 

for man's physical well-being, the life of his body. These two 
jec:ts, always the chief concerns of a rural pastor, now receive 
attention of all those seeking a safe way out of the present 

Thinking men, studying the problems of the nations of the 
realize that the war can be won and a lasting peace eS1:ab'lishit4 
only if faith and food become the common heritage of all. 

"Return to God" is the plea of a joint letter written by the 
ers of the Orthodox, Protestant, and Catholic churches of 
to the "London Times." "We are persuaded," they said, "that 
evils from which the world is suffering can be remedied only 
a return to God, the Father of .all." Likewise in our own 
we have become familiar with the entreaty: "Make America 
of God's favor." 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek in her recent tour of our country .ex
pressed the hope of a better future for all people, based on the 
principles of Christianity. Queen Elizabeth of England a few weeks 
ago said that: "... the creative and dynamic power of Chris
tianity can help us carry the moral responsibilities which history 
is placing on our shoulders." President Roosevelt has on many 
occasions stressed the need of God and His principles to guide us 
in these days of war and in the days of peace to follow. Surely 
there can be no one who has not heard or read one or other of 
the· many statements of the Holy Father or the bishops of the 
Church calling upon all to recognize the sovereignty of God and to 
fulfill the resultant obligations incumbent upon man. 

Less important, at least to a sincere Chri~tian, than religion. but 
vital in a different sense to our present struggle, is agriculture and 
the food it produces. . Rationing has made us aware of that if the 
press and radio have not. The present critical food situation is 
summed up by "The Commonweal" in an editorial entitled II Amer
ica's Daily Bread" as "the biggest problem facing America today. 
Failing to solve it can lose us the war: it is certain to lose us the 
peace." Continuing, it says: "We are faced with a serious food 
shortage; what we must do is produce more food." And in con
clusion, it proffers a "Seven Point Program for Feeding the Nation." 

More significant than ever becomes the humble vocation of a 
country pastor. With increased determination and ,added zeal he 
can preach to his people the sublime nature of their calling. for 
religion and farming are closely related. Aware of this the farme~, 
by the united offering of his prayers and work, will be doing hIS 
utmost to help his fellow man in this world and the next. 
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ED MARIE 
E AND MOTHER* 

Jdc/(mdn Kirby 

ACARIE was not the 
of Barbe Avrillot's 

Had the decision been left to 
her, she would not have had a hus
b1Ui:J at all. Pierre was the selection 
<ffBarbe's father and mother, Mon
sieur and Madame Nicolas Avrillot of 
Paris. Yet if Madame Acarie had not 
had such a father and mother, such 
ad)Usband, and such a married life, 
slie might not have become the saint 
she is now. Though a mystic who 
later endured the stigmata, she never 
neglected her home. Intelligent, 
efficient, she was equal to the task 
of rearing six children in spite of a . 
quarrelsome, interfering husband and 
many demands made on her time by 
her apostolic wor.!e 

Barbe's childhood, at best, was 
gloomy and· hard. Her father- was 
severe,exacting, and constantly 
harassed by his political activities. 
Her mother was harsh and often vio
lent toward the child. It is easy to 
see why as a little girl she became 
timid and frightened. We think it 
odd today that anyone should seek 
respite from home life in the severe 
life of a strictly disciplined convent. 
But to Barbe, who was sent to such a 
convent to be educated it was a de
lightful refuge, and for' the first time 
in her life she was really happy. 

While it is not certain that Barbe 
,;a.s attracted to religious life while 
hvmg at the convent, it seems most 
reasonable that her earliest desires 
wer~ inspired there. Shortly after 
leavmg, she expressed a wish to 
become a reli!lious of the Hotel 
D' . . ." leu III Pans where she might serve 
t~e poor. Barbe, the nun, however, 
did not fit into the pattern of life 

the*'lj~:s is fthe .first of a series of articles on 
of St M 0 WiVes and mothers by students 

. ary's College of N litre Dame. 

that Madame Avrillot had designed 
for her daughter. Bar/:le was to be 
married as soon as possible, with or 
without her consent. In accordance 
with the custom of the day, her 
parents selected her husband. The 
wisdom of their choice is highly con
testable, for they decided that Pierre 
Acarie would be ideal for sixteen
year-old Barbe. He, like his father
in-law, held a -position in the Cham
ber of Finance of Paris and was a 
prominent member of the Catholic 
League. 

The timidity and fright which 
characterized Barbe Avrillot's life be
fore her marriage did not diminish 
when she became Madame Pierre 
Acarie. Her husband was a domi
neering, indolent; hot-headed radical, 
who -delighted in annoying his young 
wife and in making her the victim of 
his extreme and changeable moods. 
Yet this man was the instrument in 
God's plan for the sanctification of 
Mada~e Acarie. It was in the sixth 
year of their marriage that Pierre 
Acarie, returning home unexpectedly 
one day, found his wife engrossed in 
reading the Romance of Amadis. 
However he felt about such reading 
for himself, he made it clear that he 
did not approve of it for Barbe. It 
was a strange turn of affairs: Pierre 
Acarie c;oncerned for the spiritual life 
of his wife! Whether as a show of 
his authority or out of real concern 
for what he considered lack of virtue 
in her, the solicitous husband hastily 
consulted his confessor and returned 
laden with pious books intended to 
satisfy Barbe's desire for literary in
dulgence. She accepted them sub
missively and read them, at first out 
of obedience to her husband, and then 
for her own pleasure. 

This incident changed Madame 
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Acarie completely. To describe the 
transformation is difficult; perhaps it' 
was Barbe the girl becoming Barbe 
the woman extraordinary. Whatever 
it was, this much is certain: the in
spiration she took from these books 
made her a new person. The old 
Barbe, frightened and timid, was gone 
forever. It was now the romance of 
God's love that took possession of her 
soul. This great change in Barbe was 
accompanied by genuine mystical ex
perience, exhausting at first but 
gradually diminishing in violence. 
Since the popular practice of many 
would-be mystics of the day was to 
affect ecstasy, Madame Acarie was 
at first looked upon with suspicion. 
Because of her distress over what 
might have been diabolical phenom
ena or self-deception, she tried in 
many ways to divert her mind. The 
distractions she might choose were so 
limited that often she could only play 
on the spinet or pace to . and fro in 
her room. 

Her mother-in-law, objecting to the 
change in her, complained "What ails 
my daughter? I do not kn:ow her; 
my satisfaction with her has not last
ed long." It was this traditional type 
of mother-in-law who summoned the 
physicians, and it was these physi
cians who decided that poor Barbe 
had too much blood. For this reason 
they "bled" her many times, since 
blood-letting was the accepted cure 
of the day for nearly every form of 
illness. These physicians only suc
ceeded in making Barbe miserable for 
five years. Finally a great mystical 
authority pronounced that Barbe's 
strange experiences were all of divine 
origin. 
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Poor, puzzled Pierre Acariel His 
wife had become a recognized mystic 1 
Amazed, he tried a complete change 
of tactics. Now he took to the read
ing of spiritual books in an effort to 
understand and console her, proving 
his blundering good-will by having 
the book of Angels of Foligno trans
lated for her. Tactfully but definitely 
Barbe refused his direction, for she 
knew it would only distract her from 
the way God was leading her soul. 
Surprised, then angered, Pierre Acarie 
reverted to form and began to cross 
her in every way possible. He de
nounced her ecstasies as scruples and 
even complained to the priests of the 
parish that she was neglecting her 
home and family. He went so far as 
to have one of them preach a sermon 
"reproving those women who, under 
cover of devotion, did not fulfill their 
appointed duties to husband and 
house." 

If Pierre Acarie had accused his 
wife of anything other than neglect of 
home life, he might have saved him
self some measure of ridicule. For if 
Madame Acarie was anything she was 
a capable, devoted wife and mother. 
Two things she would not tolerate in 
her children-un tru thfulness and 
vanity. Of untruthfulness she said 
to them, "If you upset and disorder 
everything in the house, I will gladly· 
pardon you if you own up when 
asked. But I will not pardon the 
smallest lie." And again to her daugh
ters who were taller than herself, she 
said, "If you were as tall as the raft
ers, I would hire women to hold you 
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down rather than let one lie pass 
without chastisement, and the whole 
world would not make me pardon 
you." 

She had various ways of combating 
vanity in her children. She obliged 
her servants and asked her guests to 
refer to her daughters by their 
Christian names and never as 
"Mademoiselle." It was also a rule 
of the house that any request made to 
a servant must always be prefixed by 
"please." Tho ugh a I way s dis
couraging vanity in her children, she 
was very particular that they be 
dressed properly. "I bring up my 
children so that they can follow their 
vocation in whatever state Providence 
calls them," she said. "If they enter 
the religious state, I do not wish any 
physical defect to serve as a' motive 
for their step." She was a firm be
liever in the rod as a method of chas
tisement. When her children deserved 
punishment, however, she always 
waited until they were calm and had 
ceased making excuses. 

Though demanding strict obedi
ence, she was gentle and under
standing. Thus her children always 
felt free to come to her with their . 
troubles. To these she invariably 
listened patiently. All this she did in 
spite of Pierre Acarie. To him she 
was a faithful wife even though he 
gave her little more than unhappiness. 
Often she left Mass early and in great 
haste in order to prepare her hus
band's breakfast. She took the entire 
responsibility of running the house 
and rearing the children because she 
did not wish to burden him with 
domestic affairs. 

Although Pierre Acarie had never 
allowed his wife to interfere in his 
own business matters, there came a 
time when he was forced to accept 
her aid. He had been, for some time, 
giving liberally to his friends of the 
League until he was reducing his 
family to poverty. When the League 
was disbanded, Pierre Acarie was 
heavily in debt. Because of his affilia
tion with the League, he was exiled 
by Henry IV. His period of banish
ment lasted four years, during which 
time Madame Acarie managed to 
raise the money for her husband's 

ransom. She became a 
business woman and 
husband's case, taking it to 
acting as attorney herself in 
of Pierre. She was rewarded 
complete exoneration. 

Madame Acarie accomplished 
things during her temporary 
tion from her husband. It Was 
this time that she interested a 
of secular women in forming the 
gregation of Saint Genevieve. I 
beginning the order wore hoo~ 
order that they might 
themselves from the worldly 
Paris, but as time went on the 
became so popular with persons 
distinction and fashion that 
Acarie had to persuade her 
to abandon their too al'lpealing 
dress. This congregation formed 
basis for the Carmelite and 
houses in France. Madame 
actually initiated the Carmelite 

. in France for it was to her that 
Teresa appeared and urged the 
tablishment of the order in 
country. 

In the years following the return of 
her husband from exile, much of 
Madame Acarie's time was occupied 
with testing candidates for the Car
melite Order. Shortly after the death 
of her husband in 1613, she became a 
lay sister in the Carmelite Order, 
taking the .name of Marie of the In
carnation.' She died in 1618 at the 
age of fifty-two. She was beatified in 
1791 by Pope Pius VI at the urgent 
request of Louis XVI, Louis of 
France and the Gallican Church. 
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EIGHTY IS BETTER the farm buildings. During the winter 
evenings, the best ears were selected, 
tipped 'and butted, and grains from 
each placed in a germinating box. 

FATHER was a genuine sub
sistence farmer. He was always 

about a better way to do 
of how to increase crop yields; 

livestock; and of increasing 
fertility of the farm for the next 

Farming was his voca
in the truest sense of the word. 

did not think of agriculture as a 
enterprise. Expansion in 

units of land and livestock did not 
interest him. 
'Before his marriage, father pur

chased 120 acres of hill land of 
average fertility. Essential buildings 
were constructed, and livestock and 
equipment bought. That was almost 
50 years ago. After a few years a 
40 was sold. "An 80 is enough if 
well tended; an 80 is all I can handle 
properly," he said, and set about 
making the most out of the 80. Eight 
or 10 acres of good creek bottom was 
reclaimed by straightening the creek 
and tiling the land. Big corn crops 
repaid the hard work of digging the 
new channel and laying the six or 
eight thousand tile. 

A system of crop rotation was fol
lowed through the years. Not more 
than one successive corn crop was 
permitted on any of the land except 
the creek bottom. Small grains for 
feed were grown and legumes were 
included. Cover crops for green 
manure were planted. 

Crop residues were never burned, 
but carefully plowed under. Father's 
favorite plow was a 14-inch wooden
beam walking plow, which could be 
set for either two or three horses. He 
was very particular about the choice 
?f. a moldboard. He always used a 
JOinter so no trash would show at the 
edge of the furrow. Each year he 
plowed deeper until the 12-inch limit 
for a moldboard plow was reached. 

Besides crop residues and green 
manure being turned under, all the 

barnyard manure was put on the 
land. A surplus of bedding was used. 
Corn fodder was run through a shred
der. "It makes better bedding and 
more manure," he said. Stables were 
cleaned regularly and manure hauled, 
direct to the fields so that it would 
not deteriorate lying around. Barn 
lots were cleaned every week. Father 
was an artist at spreading manure 
with a fork. He could get it so thin 
and even that not a space was left 
uncovered. I envied him, but try as 
I might I could not compete with him. 

Corn was cultivated three or four 
times. When it was too tall for a 
two-horse cultivator, a one-horse gar
den plow was used. Seed beds for 
small grain were prepared as finely as 
for a garden. 

Father wanted good seed. He bred 
up a strain of Reid's Yellow Dent 
corn over a period of 10 or 12 years 
that made him an enviable reputa-

"tion. Seed ears were picked from the 
field before frost. With a sack on his 
back, he would walk up and down the 
rows choosing typical ears from good, 
healthy stalks. The corn was then 
placed on drying racks inside one of 

To acquire an even stand, corn was 
planted 8 or 9 inches apart. After 
the first cultivation, excess stalks were 
cut out with a hoe; also weeds in the 
row. On the richer soil a stalk was 
left every 16 inches and on thinner 
hillsides about 24 inches. The greater 
yield more than paid for the work 
involved. Often our yields were 
double those across the fence. 

There was an orchard, berries, 
grapes and a garden large enough to 
supply the table through the growing 
season and to fill the cellar for winter. 
Rarely did store-canned fruits or 
vegetables appear on our table. 

Modest outbuildings were designed 
to fit our special needs. Alllivestock 
was sheltered during the winter. 
There was a small milk house for the 
cream separator; a smoke house for 
butchering and curing our own meats; 
a shed for implements and wagon; 
and a mill house for the grinder and 
engine. This latter also housed the 
farm shop and provided for grain 
storage. Father bought the first gas 
engine in the community. With this 
he operated a feed grinder. He in
stalled a shredder. The feed mill not 
only ground the home-grown grains 
for the milk cows and hogs, but also 
prepared cornmeal, graham flour and 
breakfast cereal for our table, and for 
the neighbors' as well. Farm tools 

There are no bands. no bunting. His field uniform is faded 
from work and weather. His ambling army is all out of step. 
But this veteran dairy farmer ranks high in America's military 
strategy! 

Men must eat before they can fight. Nations must have food 
with their freedom. And nature's best balanced food is milk. 

America's dairy farmers made a magnificent contribution 
toward victory last year-nearly 120 billion pounds of milk-a 
world's record production. They did it in spite of labor and ma
chinery shortages. They did it by working longer and harder
to help keep American workers and fighters fit. 

The country can be proud of its farmers-for pitching in and 
producing bumper crops of corn, wheat, meat and other foods, 
as well as milk. 

National Dairy Products Corporation Ad 
TIME Magazine. 
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were sharpened and repaired at home. 
When the farm buildings needed re
modeling or painting, we did the work 
ourselves. Fences were always in good 
shape, and weeds were cut in fence 
rows and along our side of the road. 

Mother kept the house and yard 
as neat as a pin. Our daily routine 
was planned as carefully as the year's 
program. Chores were done before 
breakfast which was ready at six 
o'clock-mother saw to that. She 
served dinner at noon and supper at 
six in the evening. Chores were done 
after supper (except in· the winter). 
After the chores were finished, we 
helped mother in the garden or hoed 
the potatoes. 

Prayers were a part of our daily 
schedule: Rosary before going to 

bed; Mass on important feast days; 
Vespers on Sunday. After we young
sters had retired, father would spend 
fifteen or twenty minutes in spiritual 
reading, the gist of which he would 
repeat to us at the breakfast table 
next morning. He always made the 
Sign of the Cross as he began to turn 
the first furrow or to cut a field of 
grain or shuck a load of corn. 

I spend much time reliving my 
boyhood days on the home farm. I 
bring out many an object lesson un
observed in my youth. I ask nothing 
better for my growing boys and girls 
than that they may know and appre
ciate my father's ideals of a real sub
sistence farmer; or that they may 
some day follow in his footsteps in 
that noble calling-farming. 

IN PRAISE OF 
Quite often we are asked 

philosophy of men like 
Wickard, Extension Division 
tor M. L. Wilson, Food 
Chester Davis, and Colonel Jay 
lor of the Farm Labor 
In all sincerity and candor, we 
found all of these gentlemen as 
minded as the Encyclicals. 

Take Jay Taylor, a banker 
ranch owner. He could have 
eled on Mexican Labor wages, 
standards, and so forth. He did not. 

Perhaps Southern magnates had 
hoped that by handing over Farm La
bor recruiting to the Extension Divi
sion old slave conditions would be re
vived. It won't .be that way with 
M. L. Wilson in charge. 

q~ to. gclwoJ? 
GET INFORMATION ... MAKE RESERVATIONS 

Rural Life School of the South 
St. Stanislaus Oollege 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 

June 7-11 
Tuition, Board, and Lodging: 

$20.00, or $4.00 per day. 
Information: Rev. H. Lerschen, 

Rayne, La. 

Institute for Educational Leadership in 
Rural Life 

Marquette University 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

June 14-18 
Single registration: $5.00. 

Reduced rates for groups from 
religious communities. Board 

and room by arrangement. 
Information: The Graduate School, 

Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

An Institute fo·r Sisters in 
Rural Schools 

School of Social Service 
St. Louis University 

St. Louis, Mo .. 
June 21-July 9 

Tuition: $15.00 (3-wk. course). 
Board and room by arrangement. 

Information: Rev. A. H. Scheller, S. J., 
School of Social Service, 

St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo. 

For detailed information about sub
ject matter, see page 31 of this maga
zine. 
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School for Social Action 
The Church's Problems of Tomorrow 

St. Bede's Oollege 
Peru, Ill. 
July 6-8 

Terms: One day, two meals ... $ 5.00 
Three days, all meals 

and room .......... 20.00 
Reservations: 

Rev. H. Sondgeroth, O. S. B., 
St. Bede's College, Peru, Ill. 

Rural Life Institutes 
The East Coast 

July 13-16 
One- and two-day sessions. 

For information about dates, places, 
and tuition, board and room, write to: 

Reverend Patrick T. Quinlan, 
Brookfield Center, Conn. 

Hartford, Oonn., July 13-14 
Write: Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan 

BrOOkfield Center, Conn. 
Trenton, N. J., July 15' 

Write: Rev. James'S. Foley 
Old Bridge, N. J. 

Philadelphia, Pa., July 16 
Write: Joseph J. Trainer 

Roller Bearing Company of America 
Trenton, N. J. 

Rural Life Institutes for Sisters 
July 23-30 

Information: Rev. J. F. Frommherz, 
Route 2, Swanton, Ohio. 

Semana Rural 
Montezuma Seminary 
Montezuma, N. Mex. 

August 1-5 

Information: Rev. Aug. Waldner, S. J., 
Montezuma, New Mexico. 

Rural Life School of the Dairy Region 
St. John's University 

Oollegeville, Minn. 
August 8-13 

All Expenses: $15.00. 
Information: 

Rev. Martin Schirber, O. S. B., 
. St. John's University, 

Collegeville, Minn. 

Rural Life School of the Great Plains 
Asst~mption Abbey 

Richardton, N. Dak. 

Aug. 15-20 

Fees: Resident Students: $15.00; 
Non-resident: $10.00. 

Information: 
Rev. Chas. Daleiden, O. S. B., 

Assumption Abbey, 
Richardton, N. Dak. 
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OLE WHEAT 

""Lead the ten,S of thousands of peo
p1~<()f your cities to your idle fertile 
lands and you will bless not only 
them, but also your country and 
siJl'ead a good name for your people 
tlifoughout the land; for all the world 
honors and protects the bread pro
duter and is eager to welcome him. 
Begin with the young and the old 
will follow. 

COUNT LEO TOLSTOY 

The family farm must continue to 
be possible. America must always
if there is always to be an America
know how a man and woman can 
occupy a piece of land, earn full own
ership from its proceeds, and raise 
their children to be good citizens. The 
famili farm is the evedlowing spring 
at the source of American independ~ 
ence. It must never be dried up. What 
will preserve it? Opportunity to pay 
for a family-sized piece of land while 
at the same time making a living from 
its acres! Nothing else will be enough. 

WHEELER McMILLEN 

Farm Journal and 
Farmer's Wife 

The greatest service which can be 
rendered any country is to add a 
Useful plant to its culture, especially 
~ b:ead grain; next in value to bread 
IS oIl. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

The planet is part of a program 
we do not comprehend but in which 
we may partake. We manipUlate the 
surface of the earth for good or for 
ill. We must keep and protect the 
heritage for the millions who are to 
come after us. This is a moral obli
gation. 

L. H. BAILEY. 

The hope for civilization after this 
war resides among the people rather 
than among the politicians and diplo
mats. Peace is built in the field where 
people are found trying to earn their 
living. Where these people assert 
themselves and organize co-operative
ly for the purpose of getting the 
things they need by the methods of 
mutual aid, the problems of supply 
and demand are being solved. These 
are the people who can win the peace, 
and the only people. So long as they 
depend upon profit business to supply 
their needs, their needs will not be 
supplied. So long as they look to 
governments to do things for them, 
governments will do things to them. 

When we have learned how to look 
to ourselves in the spirit of self-help, 
and not to the government for help, 
we can talk about winning the peace. 
For peace must be waged no less than 
war. 

JAMES PETER W ARBASSE 

Co-Operative Consumer 

Rural populations are in general 
more self-reliant than urban ones, 
who'seem like sheep to flee from town 
to city and from city to metropolis, 
hoping to hide themselves somewhere 
where the swarm is greatest, forget
ting ,that modern metropolises have 
no walls, only a ceiling. The country's 
empty ceiling is broader and safer. 

GEORGE WELLER 

Singapore Is Silent 
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The cooperative plan is the best 
plan for organIzation wherever men 
have the right spirit to carry it out. 
Under this plan any business under
taking is managed by a committee; 
every man has one vote and only one 
vote; and everyone gets profits 
according to what he sells, buys or 
supplies. It develops individual re
sponsibility and has a moral as well 
as a financial value over any other 
plan. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

I T CANNOT be repeated too often 
that the farmer is more than a 

business man. He is a creature of 
God who cooperates with God's 
precious gift of soil, plants, and ani
mals. Farmjng is his way of life. It 
enters into every part of his day. The 
farmer does not work for eight hours 
and then drop his tools and leave his 
workshop and go home to a different 
kind of life, as does the factory and 
white-collar laborer. His home is his 
workshop, and his workshop is his 
home. He cannot measure his labor 
in terms of so many hours. He has no 
assembly line. He can stop for a 
vacation. The "wheel of life" on the 
farm goes on continuously, day and 
night, and the farmer must always be 
near and ready to go to work if the 
occasion demands. The farmer can
not plan production in terms of a 
few weeks or months. Much of what 
he does in the way of fertilizing comes 
to fruit only years afterwards. 

For this kind of a life a person 
needs more than the profit motive. 
He needs more than cash to make 
him contented and happy. He must 
love his work and his way of life, 
Only secondarily can he measure his 
return in terms of money. The great
est return is in way of a good, free 
life, where a family can be reared 
well, where work is a joy. 

Leaders' Bulletin 
Catholic Action Farmers 
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. Feeding the five thousand, in the 
ancient miracle of the loaves and 
fishes, was more than a manifestation 
of divine power. It gave recogni
tion to food and dignity to' its pro
duction. It set for all ensuing ages 
an ideal of plenty toward which man
kind might strive. 

J. 1. CASE COMPANY 

Farm Journal and 
Farmer's Wife 

Nature repairs and reconstructs it
self. It provides its own healing. 
If the farm is wholly abandoned, 
nature takes it over and in time 
rears a new forest and builds new 
land. The city and the factory do 
not rebuild themselves when neglected 
or abandoned; they, too, in the proc
esses of time return to forest or des
ert or plain. The circumstances of 
the native earth are the essential 
background of the race of men. 

L. H. BAILEY. 

America is great but her greatness 
is set on a tottering foundation, the 
weakened family status. If America 
will remain glorious, she must 
strengthen her foundation by re
storing the family to its proper place 
of importance, and by preserving the 
dignity of woman who is the basis of 
that family. 

MARY ELIZABETH COLLINS 

The Catholic Family Monthly 

Farming in America should mean 
more than raising pigs and hogs; it 
is more than providing eggs and 
bacon for the nation. Farming should 
be thought of as more than an eco
nomic system. 

It is a way of promoting the good 
life with its serenity, its beauty, its 
independence, its rugged individua
lism. It has always been the rural 
areas in America that have contribu
ted to stability, to character, to 
religion. 
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DR. GEORGE J. FISHER 

The Lone Scout 

One of the greatest evils which 
afflicts a manufacturing popUlation is 
the breaking down of the family life. 
What family life is possible where 
there is no continuity, where there 
are no traditions that descend from 
father to son? The soul of the fam
ily is respect for ancestors, and where 
there are no traditions this respect 
dies out and the family becomes an 
accidental collection of individual ex
istences. A home is essential to the 
family, and the traditional spirit is 
transmitted with the home from 
father to son. With the possession 
of a fireside the family receives a 
life of its own, and its permanency 
and complete identity can be assured 
only by the hereditary transmission 
of the home. A true family ought 
to be abiding; it ought to endure 
while the nation exists. It reposes 
upon love and religion; it is nurtured 
by traditions of honor and virtue; 
and the symbol of its continuity and 
permanence is the home owned and 
transmitted from generation to gener
ation. 

Now the poor in our great cities 
and manufacturing towns have no 
homes. They live in tenements and 
hired rooms; or if the more fortunate 
own their cottages they can have little 
hope of leaving them to their chil
dren, who will go to swell the great 
floating popUlation that is up for uni
versal hire, and which, work failing, 
sinks lower to join the army of pau
pers and outcasts who form, to use 
the modem phrase, the dangerous 
classes of our great commercial and 
manufacturing centers. What hope 
can we have of men or women whose 
childhood has never been consecrated 
by home-life to pure thoughts and 
generous deeds, and who too often 
carry through the world the heavy 
burden of physical and moral disease 

planted in the infant heart, in 
the wh~le human bei~g was yet 
folded lIke the rose WIthin the 
bud? Lodging-houses Where 
sleep and eat are not homes. 
rooms which are changed from 
to year, and often from month 
month, are not homes. The 
tive's cottage, without yard or 
without flowers or privacy, is not 
home. The house which is empty 
day after day, because the mother 
and her little ones are chained to the 
great machine in the factory mill is 
the grave of the family, not its ho~e. 

BISHOP SPALDING. 

I t was a family in the beginning 
that drew a world of Wise Men and 
Shepherds, Jews and Gentiles, to the 
Secret of Eternal Peace. It will be 
through the family too that America 
will be reborn. 

MSGR. FULTON J. SHEEN 

The Catholic Family Monthly 

One hundred years ago Baron Lie
big, on analyzing the ashes of burnt 
vegetation, revealed that plants con
sisted of Nitrogen, Phosphates and 
Potash. From this discovery he -de
duced that all then that was necessary 
for the successful growth of vegeta
tion was the incorporation of these 
elements, in chemical form, into the 
soil. 

A great propaganda campaign was 
launched, those with more commer
cial interest than agricultural en
couraging the use of artificials at 
every tum instead. . . . sacrificing 
the soil to the gods of commerce and 
welcoming the new method of farming 
which could produce cheaper food. 
. . . The ball of soil destruction had 
been set rolling, and it has been 
gaining impetus ever since, with the 
disastrous results so apparent to-day. 

Commercialism and soil do not 
mix: no "get rich quick" system of 
farming is ever sound, or in the long 
run practicable, because it is not 
Nature's way and no man can beat 
Nature. 

CECIL D. BACHELOR 

The Cross and the Plough 
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MEXICAN DIARY 
Jan. 29, 1943. Car 93, Lower 8. 

Mexican officials are most cordial. 
The trouble is that a welcoming party 
from midnight till 5 a. m. is really a 
little outstretched even if "custom"
ary. 

Jan. 30. At 10 a. m., up for Prime, 
but find we are still at Nuevo Laredo. 
A small bridge has been burned out 
near Rodriguez, a tiJ?y village with 
swarms of children. They are poor 
but quite healthy looking. 

Our neckties are superb. I look 
like a butter-and-egg man. Pancho 
(Father Kayser of Belleville) is the 
Beau Brummell of the party. Don 
Vasco de Quiroga (Bishop Schlar
man), through whose courtesy the 
trip is made possible, has lost some 
of his episcopal bearing through im
proper technique of tie-tying! The 
cane, however, is impressive. 

Jan. 31. Sunday. Mass in the 
ancient Cathedral of Mexico City in 
th " ' e Iturbide Chapel" where one of 
Mexico's emperors lie~ buried. 

Later in the morning to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. What an inspiration 
to Catholic faith! Indians, Mestizos, 
and Spaniards, candles in hand, 
prayerfully advancing on their knees 
t? the sanctuary. Oh, for a heart 
l~ke theirs! For a faith so full so 
Sim I , ' p e. For the joy of sorrow as 
shown in the countenance of a b~re
f~oted Indian peasant near the door; 
hiS rough shoes on his side his serape 
warming a frail body, ~ scraggly 
beard, tears streaming down his 

cheeks. Days and miles, he must 
have traveled that he might behold 
the sweet figure of Our Lady, first 
seen by Juan Diego, an Indian. 
Truly, indeed, "Non fecit taliter omni 
nationi (He hath not done likewise 
to any nation)." 

Feb. 1. You can get plenty to eat 
at reasonable prices. At the Tacuba, 
the finest Mexican food. At Prendez 
and Sanborns, any and all dishes. We 
recommend octopus as a delicacy. It's 
like chicken with centipede legs! 

Feb. 2-6. When in a hurry, you 
must make' contacts you wish could 
be longer and more lasting. One ad
mires the fiery and emphatic Arch
bishop Martinez. You sit and wonder 
at the brilliancy of Gomez Morin, 
the founder and head of Accion 
N acional. You are charmed by 
scholarly priests like Fathers Plan
charte, Brambila, Cuevas, Crivero, 
Ugarte. . 

With that most hospitable, priestly 
gentleman, Father De la Pezas, we 
visited Father Pro's tomb: a shrine 
where you fall on your knees in a land 
of martyrs, and you learn the reason 
why their blood was the seed of 
Christians. 

Feb. 7. At the old Church of San 
Francisco, His Excellency; Don Vasco 
said the Mass. Over 1,000 Sodalists 
were present, mostly men. After the 
Communion Mass, these men go out 
into the countryside and teach 
catechism for the whole day. Our 
good friend, Father Castiello, S.]., 
is their leader. 

Feb. 8-13.The American Embassy, 
where you find men like Bursley, 
Gibson, Cavanaugh, isa good place 
to contact. If interested in Rural 
Life, Dr. Whetten from Connecticut 
can be a guide and a protector. 
Through the Embassy, we arranged 
interviews with Secretary 'of Educa
tion Vasquez, under-Secretary of 
Agriculture Gallardo, and Mr. Adame 
of the Ejido Department-all splen
did gentlemen. You should. meet also 
the famous architect, Mr. Cuevas, 
and Dr. Hatch at the Y.M.C.A. 

Feb. 12-19. If you want to see 
Mexico as is, you must d~ive inland. 
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To Tulancingo, for instance, where 
that charming, learned and original 
Bishop Miranda lives and rules with 
a far-seeing hand, heart and mind 
amidst maguey and mines. You 
should drive through the valleys of 
ruined haciendas from Mexico City 
to Puebla. Through the mountains 
of the Orizaba Range' or Mille Cum
bres where you see deforestation at 
its worst. 

If you have courage, you might 
risk the road-trail to Queretaro, Leon, 
Guadalajara. You'll see a lot and 
learn more. Stop in to see farmers, 
Indian and Mestizo. Find out from 
them how land division works. If 
interested in arts and crafts and home 
industries, make sure you spend some 
time at Leon and among the Tarasco 
Indians where Don Vasco de Quiroga 
established a "Utopia." Many of the· 
original customs continue to date. 

Feb. 20-Mar. 1. To witness the 
excitement of Don Vasco's first air
plane ride on his birthday was almost 
as thrilling as the flight from Mexico 
City to Merida, Yucatan. Two Mary
knoll Fathers were our fellow travel
ers. 

While in Yucatan, you are in 
Mexico, but really it's all different. 
Not only because of Chichen-Itza 
ruins, or sisal plantations, but be
cause of an almost different civiliza
tion and traditions. 

Mar. 1-2. Car 83, lower 12. 
"Goodby - no, but - au revoir. 

Tzintzuntzan - Teotihuacan - Que~ 
tzalcoatl - Tenochtitlan - Chapul
tepec-Popocatepetl-Ixtaccihuatl." 
They'll hold you spell - - bound. 
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A LESSON IN COOPERATION 

A very good friend of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference tells 
us that, in a certain rural state, a 
newspaper has succeeded in keeping 
up a fight between town and country 
folks. Thereby, a few big interests 
have reaped a financial bonanza, 
while the many in both town and 
country have suffered. That is neither 
just, right, nor even human. 

First of all, mankind is one. We 
possess a common humanity. We 
are all heirs to the fruits of a uni
versal redemption, and we are all 
members of the same mystical body of 
Christ. 

Our city cousins refer with subdued 
pride to "grandpa's farm," proving 
that the roots of all of us are in the 
soil-either here in America, or in 
the narrow fields .of peasant Europe. 
If, then, we have a common origin, 
we should understand that we like-· 
wise have.common interests. No mat
ter where we live, and, even though 
we exercise divers functions, we are 
actually all parts of the same body 
social, and these various functions 
are equally essential to the well-being 
of the body as a whole. To seek 
more than the just share, or to take 
over functions belonging to others is 
both unnatural and harmful. "To 
each his own, and for everyone his 
work," and therefore a rythmical co
operation for the greater good of the 
whole body and for the benefit of all 
its parts. 

Selfish farm groups, selfish labor 
groups, selfish industrial or commer
cial groups, struggling for undue ad
vantages and at times achieving their 
end, must eventually suffer greatly. 
Just as, if blood, which must circu
late freely and speedily throughout 
the human body, were to flood one's 
foot and stagnate there, it would 
be most harmful to the foot and 
would injure the body in general.. 

THe National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference has opposed inflationary 
policies at all times, even though they 
appeared advantageous to the farmers 
in the form of higher prices. We have 
objected equally to inflationary wages 
and profits. We consider them all 
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unjust and harmful to organized so
ciety and to the very ones who appear 
to be the temporary beneficiaries. 

The Catholics in the United States 
are predominantly urban: industrial 
and commercial. In their districts, 
they can exercise powerful social and 
political influences. The N.C.R.L.C. 
prays for the hastening of the day 
when it will be heard by Catholic city 
groups, and will become to them the 
safe and sound interpreter of that 
part of the body of the United States 
living in the countryside. On the 
other hand, we want to take to our 
farmers-Catholic and non-Catholic 
-the message of brotherhood to our 
city dwellers, and the story of their 
needs and of their struggles. 

A greater knowledge of one an
other, a mutual understanding, and 
the practice of common Christian 
ideals can make of us a power for 
good above all measure; can actually 
make us invincible, not only because 
of numbers and influence, but be
cause right is might. 

ARCHBISHOP GERKEN 

He was a plain farmer with a Pal
lium. Born in Iowa on a farm, edu
cated in a rural school; nature and 
his home implanted in him love for 
work, for steadfastness, for perse
verance. He became a priest, a bish
op, an archbishop. And all that na
turehad imprinted in him, neither 
ecclesiastic tical dignity nor a false 
sense of pride could take away. He 
could build an adobe hut or a church; 
he could plow and he could milk; he 
could butcher; he could can and pre
serve; he could teach and preach. 

Born and reared to the plow as 
well as to the Chief Shepherd's crook, 
he added .dignity to sheer manual 
labor, and his own episcopal dignity 
was not debased thereby. As the 
peasants of old hung up the plow of 
Theodulph in their church, so might 
the priests and people of Santa Fe 
hang up the shop tools and farm im
plements consecrated by Arshbishop 
Gerken's use of them. He used them 
that the Holy Faith might flourish! 

Requiescat in pace. 

N 
CO 

A SLOGAN 

We have it on' our letterheads: 
"FOR EVERY WAR DOLLAR_A 
DOLLAR FOR PEACE." Just think 
of what that would do. It would re
build our torn world-pay for itself 
and pay for the war. 

Can't we demand this? Can we 
help pli:mit? 

The dollars we spend now are de
structive. The peace dollars would 
be reproductive. 

Spread the slogan - spread the 
thought! 

FOR EVERY WAR DOLLAR. 
A DQLLARFOR PEACE! 
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U. S. CATHOLICS AND MEXICO 
Mexican Catholics are our brothers 

. the household of the Faith. They 
:re also our nei~hboring brothers. 
They need our neIghborly, brotherly 
friendship. Their nation has been 
broken up by fratricidal strife; their 
church sprinkled with the blood of 
the ma:rtyrs; their countryside is poor 
and ill-kempt; their soil looks eroded 
and hungry. To the people of Mexico 
we Catholics in the United States, 
m~st bring a measure of knowledge, 
understanding, love and assistance. 

President Camacho is doing a noble 
piece of reconstruction work by seek
ing to unify the many divergent and 

almost irreconcilable viewpoints. In 
these efforts, we, American Catholics, 
must share. 

The real Mexican problem is the 
rural problem. Poor soil, little water, 
overcrowded mesa central, insufficient 
credit, primitive implements, little 
knowledge of efficient agricultural 
techniques, too limited irrigation sys
tems, lack of rural educational facili
ties-all of these, and more, present 
great, but not insuperable, problems. 

May we suggest lines of action for 
Catholics and Americans? 

1. Assist Mexican seminarians, 
priests and Catholic lay leaders in 
securing a greater knowledge of rural 
sociology, scientific agriculture, and 
cooperatives so that they can teach -
Mexican campesinos to make better 
use of their physical and social re
sources. (See notice of Semana Rural 
on page 31.) 

2. Urge American missionaries, go
ing into Mexico, to establish small 
and simple regional experimental 
schools of agriculture. These, in turn, 
should be followed up by the found
ing of parish agricultural plots and 
simple housing construction projects. 
The Y.M.C.A. and the Quakers have 
already set up a few experiments 
which are very successful. Dr. Spen
cer Hatch, of the Y. M. C. A., has 
developed one near Cuemavaca. 

3. Prepare Sisterhoods to go into 
Mexico to conduct two types of 
schools:' one fotthe cities, where 
American schools are very popular; 
the other for the countryside, where 
Mexicans are very poor but where 
Mexicans are born. No community 
should be allowed to maintain finish
ing schools only. 

4. American Bishops and priests 
should invite Montezuma senior semi
narians to teach catechism to Mexi
can rural workers and their families 
in the scattered districts of the United 
States during the vacation period. 

5. We should seek to influence the 
United States government and Ameri
can capital to invest in Mexican ir
rigation projects, to extend credit for 
better farming equipment, to provide 
agricultural instruction, and so forth. 

Why not a slogan: "Lend-Lease jar 
Peace in Mexico." 
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A RELIC ON THE WALL 

"Theodulph, born in Aquitaine, had 
issued from a long line of ancestors 
illustrious for nobility as well as for 
piety. Having become a monk at 
St. Thierry, near Reims, he was speci
ally desirous to be employed in the 
agricultural labors of the monastery; 
two oxen were intrusted to him, whom 
he led in the plough for twenty-two 
years. With this yoke he did as 
much work as other teams accom
plished with two, three, or even four 
of the brethren. There might be 
some who doubted the good sense of 
a man so foolish as to employ his life 
in such lahors, and to brave all the 
intemperance of the seasons like a 
simple peasant, instead of living like 
his ancestors on the fruit of his sub
jects' labor. But all admired such a 
laborer, still more unwearied than 
his oxen; for while they rested, he 
replaced the plough by the mattock, 
the harrow',or the spade; and when 
he returned to the monastery after 
days so well occupied, he was always 
first in the services and psalmody of 
the night. After these twenty-two 
years of ploughing he was elected 
abbot of his community. Then the 
inhabitants of the nearest village took 
his plough, and hung it up in their 
church as a relic. It was so, in fact; 
a noble and holy relic of one of those 
lives of perpetual labor and super
human virtue, whose example has 
happily exercised a more fruitful and 
lasting influence than that' of the 
proudest conquerors. ' It seems to me 
that we should all contemplate with 
emotion, if it still existed, that monk's 
plough, doubly sacred, by religion 
and by labor, by history and by vir
tue. For myself, I feel that I should 
kiss it as willingly as the sword of 
Charlemagne or the pen of Bossuet." 
-Montalembert's Monks oj the 
West. 

Ed. Note: Did you ever hear of pa
rishioners hanging the Pastor's golf 
sticks on the walls of the Church as 
a relic of his labors? 

Cultivators oj the earth are the 
most valuable citizens. They are the 
most vigorous, the most independent, 
the most virtuous. 

-THOMAS JEFFERSON 
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SERAPION'S PRAYER 

st. Jerome tells us that Serapion 
(d. 360), Bishop of Thmuis, wa~ a 
friend and companion of AthanaslUs, 
that great defender of the Divinity 
of Christ. In his Euchologion (col
lection of prayers) we find a beauti
ful "Prayer for the Fertility of the 
Earth." We can picture the Chris
tian Bishop with the fertile plains of 
the Nile's delta surrounding him, and 
a group of farmers, the children and 
grandchildren of martyrs, standing by 
with bowed heads, while he prays: 

"Let us pray: 
a God, the creator of heaven and 

earth who hast crowned the heaven 
with ;tars and illumined it with lights: 
who hast honored the earth with 
fruits for the use of men: who has 
given to the peoples created by Thee 
to enjoy above the splendour and 
lights of the heavens, and to be nour
ished from below by the fruits of the 
earth; we pray Thee: give plentiful 
and life-bringing rains; make the 
earth bring forth fruit, and let great 
fertility show forth Thy humanity and 
Thy benighty. Remember those who 
invoke Thee: honor the one and holy 
Catholic Church: hear our prayers, 
and bless the whole earth through Thy 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
through. whom are honor and glory 
paid to Thee in the Holy Spirit now 
and forever. Amen." 

They say of Anthanasius' works, 
"If you find a book by him and have 
no paper on which to copy it, write 
it on your Clothes." We say that of 
Serapion's Prayer. 

AN EGG A DAY 
In a few rural parishes of Texas, a 

very eggscellent custom has been 
eggstablished. War or no war-high 
prices or low prices-the didly urge 
of a chicken to lay an egg has gone 
on from time immemorial. Which 
came first-the chicken or the egg
is a mere theological question. The 
fact of the matter is that chickens do 
lay eggs, and eggs are good to eat. 
They are nutritious; they sell for 
cash; or they serve as means of eggs
change. 

It is the job of the pre-school farm 
child to gather the eggs; to cover the 
egg-front in the formalized, standard
ized, mass-productionized coo p s , 
patronized by the Conformist group 
in the hen-world. It is also the good 
fortune of the venturesome youngster 
to crawl under troughs or climb to 
lofty heights in the haymow and col
lect the secreted products of the in
tellectual, free-spirit eggsnarchist 
among the gallinaceous tribe. 

Now that all these words are out 
of the editor's system, we come to the 
eggsposition of a good, holy and" 
praiseworthy farm-home practice. A 
basket capable of holding not less 
than 30 eggs is placed in the pantry~ 
It is marked: "Our. Parish Egg Bas
ket." Therein is placed an egg each 
day immediately after the daily gath
ering. A t the end of one or two 
weeks, the good yegs quit their lay
ing around, and are brought to the 
Church. There they are received 
and blessed. If a parish has 50 rural 
families, an egg a day makes 125 
dozen a month, which at 30 cents a 
dozen means $450 a year. :I'o a small 
parish that is no yoke! 

Yes, indeed, my fellow Rural Pas
tor, I wish to egg you on. An-egg-a
day is an eggscellent layout I Go thou 
and do likewise! 

INDULA PAP ALUDNI 
Siesta? Hang out this sign. It 

reads the same backwards, and it 
means: "The Priest is going to 
sleep." 

A /(u/ti/ Tf)(JsI If). 
THE MOST REV. SIDNEy 

METZGER, Bishop of El 

THE MOST REV. JOSEPII 
YSmS BURKE, D.D., 
Bishop of Buffalo. 

THE MOST REV. ALONSO 
CALANTE, Vicar ApostoUc 
Pando, Bolivia. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. P'ATJRICK. 
J. McCORMICK, rector of 
Catholic University of America. 

THE MOST REV. MIGUEL DE 
ANDREA, Titular Bishop of 
Temnus, in recognition of his 
social action work. 

THE RT. REV. LEONARD WERN
SING and RT. REV. AUGUST 
FUSSENEGGER, of the Indi
anapoliS Diocese, upon their ele
vation to the rank of Domestic 
Prelatest 

THE VERY REV. FRANCIS P. 
CRANE, M.S., Provincial of the 
Missionaries of La Salette. 

THE VERY REV. LEO D. SULLI
VAN, S. J., provincial superior of 
Chicago Province of the Society 
of Jesus. 

THE REV. WILLIAM J. KELLY, 
O.M.I., upon his appointment to 
the New York State Labor Re
lations Board. 

THE REV. THOMAS E. O'CON
NELL Chairman, Catholic Com
mittee' of the South. 

Found among the display ads in 
the New York Subway: picture of a 
farmer plowing; skyscrapers in the 
background. The caption reads: 

"He is one of our most important 
war workers-The American Farmer. 

"In the city or on the fighting front 
we all depend on him. Give him your 
wholehearted cooperation. He de
serves it."-Wrigley Spearmint Gum. 

Devotion to the Cure of Ars. St. 
John Baptist Mary Vianney. is remark
able because. in the judgment of the 
world he did nothing spectacular to 
attra~t attention. His priestly life was 
spent as a French country ~asfor.. Yet 
even before his death the little VIllage 
of Ars was a pilgrimage center to 
which throngs came to see. to hear. an~ 
to talk to the saintly cure. but most 0 

all to confess to him. 
-Our Sunday Visitor. 
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CRACKED CORN 

10psoil and Bibles 

It takes good land to sustain a 
good people. There is not too much 

od land anywhere in the world, not 
go 'h . M h even in our own rIC nation. uc 
of its surface cannot be farmed. Much 
that was tolerable has been ruined, 
and too much even of our best land 
has suffered from lack of the proper 
care. On the average, about one
third of our topsoil-the rich thin 
layer which produces crops-has been 
lost by erosion that could have been 
prevented. 

It takes men and women of strong 
character and self~discipline to hus
band the soil, maintain it, and im
prove it. They must have a sense of 
stewardship and continuity. They 
must feel that the same land which 
feeds them will have to feed their 
children and their children's children, 
so long as. men shall last ... 

This war, in particular, must bring 
stewardship sharply to our minds. 
For we are pitted against two power
ful nations who have taken better 
care of their meager resources than 
we have of our own more abundant 
stores. We must not confuse the per
version and corruption of these people 
with their massive and authentic folk
strength. We cannot defeat them 
unless we match their realism with 
our own. We must somehow match. 
the skill and character which have 
enabled them to build virile popula
tions from their soil. . . 

The man who farms must have 
something close to a religious con
viction of his duty ... When I began, 
a number of years ago, to look over 
the United States in search of areas 
where the landscape was in a healthy 
condition, I was struck by two things. 
First, most of these communities were 

. made up of foreign-born farmers or 
their descendants who had preserved 
the tradition; second, most. of them 
were bound together by pretty strong 
bonds of faith, or at least of mor
ale ... 

The tradition of owner-operated, 
meticulously handled small farms ... 
peasant in origin ... was based upon 
the feeling that the land was a home 
rather than a source of cash income 
to be exploited. The first obligation 
placed upon it was to furnish as much 
as possible for the family to use upon 
the place. Pastures were large and 
well cared for, woodlots were pro
tected the farm animals were fed on , . 
the place. Thus the field crops whIch, 
under a cash system would be sold 
and moved away from the land, with 
all of the nutrient materials they 
contained, were conserved ... 

Respect for the land belongs in th~ 
American creed. The great Colonials 
-landlords such as Washington and 
Jefferson, city men such as Franklin 
-all understood that soil must be 
cherished by any nation that hopes 

. to become and· remain great. 

Long-Range 

PAUL B. SEARS 
Common Ground 

Undoubtedly, something will be 
done this year by the responsible au
thorities to make more farm labor 
available and possibly to make more 
equitable prices available. But what 
of the long-range view? What will 
happen when the acute crisis and the 
acute needs disappear? What will be 
the position of agriculture then? 

Horse Sense 

C. A. HAYDEN 

Country Life 

The war dramatizes anew the value 
of horses. They operate on home
produced fuel, placing no burden .on 
transportation to supply them wIth 
power. They have their own "rubber 
tires," well suited to farm work. They 
reproduce, giving a constant source 
of power. They furnish fertilizer, an 
important ingredient of Victory. 

The Pacific Rural Press 
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Pulling Together 
Business organizations and farm 

organizations have abund~nt reas~ns 
for becoming well acquamted wIth 
each other. With better understand
ing, each can better serve the oth~r. 
That is wiser than fighting over mIS
understandings. Both are interested 
in efficient local government. Both 
are vitally concerned with preserving 
freedom, in subduing excessive bu
reaucracy, and in maintaining the 
opportunity system. They can ac
complish more together than apart. 
And the more thoroughly all business, 
big and little, comes to realize its de
pendence upon farm earnings, the 
better for America. 

WHEELER McMILLEN 

Farm Journal and Farmer's Wife 

Mortgages Stay. 
But Booms Go 

Farm land prices are rising again. 
One national estimate is that prices 
have gone up 15 per cent in the last 
year. 

Let's remember 1915, 1919 and 
1921. In 1915, the average interest 
bill on 100 acres of Iowa mortgaged 
land was $465. In 1921, it was $895. 
To pay the interest in 1915, a farmer 
had to produce and sell 715 bushels 
of corn. To pay interest in 1921, he 
had to grow 2,185 bushels. 

Before you buy land, be sure you 
can pay the interest on the mortgage 
with corn and hog prices as they may 
be in 1947 or 1950. 

If you plan on paying off the debt 
gradually over the next 30 years, you 
can figure that wartime prices won't 
hold for more than three years out 
of the 30. But you'll still be paying 
interest and installments on the prin
cipal for the other 27 years. 

Wallaces' Farmer 
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The Productive Home 
1. Attitude toward the productive 

home: 
Do you consider the farm as the 

place to make a living or primarily 
as a way of making money? 

Does your farm household provide 
its own pork? beef? eggs? milk? 
vegetables? What percentage is pur
chased in town? 

Do you know any family that 
grinds its own wheat, corn and oats 
to make its own bread and breakfast 
foods? 

Have you bees? Do you tap maple 
trees for sap for syrup? 

Do you and the other men folks 
cooperate with the women in provid
ing the foodstuffs for the family 
table? 

Do you consider it beneath your 
dignity to work in the garden? 

Is only work in the fields dignified 
enough for men? _ 
2. Attitude toward producing food 

at home: the garden: 
Is the family garden planned with 

the same care as the field work? 
Does the garden supply vegetables 

from May till frost? 
Is there sufficient variety in the 

garden to provide a balanced diet? 
What do you do with the surplus 

garden products? Have you ever 
given them w:ay? Do you let them go 
to waste? 

Do you send for government bulle
tins for free advice on raising and 
storing vegetables? 

Do you have an oichard? Keep it 
pruned? Plant new varieties? 

Do you help the women with the 
hard work of canning? 

Have you built shelves in the cel
lar for storing canned goods? 

Do you clean out and whitewash 
the root cellar? 

Is it a woman's place to dig pota
toes? 
3. Attitude toward workshop, home 

crafts, and home repairing: 
Have you a workshop? Is it 

equipped to handle all the farm 
needs? 

Is it the custom to "take things to 
town" to have them fixed? 

Do you ever fix anything for 
Mother to make her work in the pro
ductive home easier? 

Would you be ashamed to wear a 
shirt your Mother made? 

Would you help thread and oper
ate a loom if you had one? 

Do you take pride in the things 
you build or repair, or is it just a 
job that has to be done? 

Is it the custom for neighbors to 
exchange skills-one helping out an
other in butchering, welding, build
ing? 

Leaders' Bulletin 

Catholic Action Farmers 

(Not an Advertisement) 

VERY IMPORTANT TO RURAL TEACHERS 

THE THING YOU'LL WANT' 
The Bureal! of So~ial Service, ynivers~ty of. Kentucky, has published a most 

mterestmg and practIcal serIes of mstructional materials. 

FOR PRIMARY GRADES 
FOOD FROM OUR LAND Series pp. 

I-On the Farm .......................... 21 
2-We Plan a Garden .................... 49 
3-Turning the Soil. .................... -.41 
4-Sowing in the Sunshine ................ 43 
5-The Garden Grows .................... 29 
6-Garden Enemies ....................... 50 
7-Vegetahles on Parade .................. 41 
8-When 'Vinter Comes ................... 45 

THE SMITH FAMILY Series pp. 
~-~lanning the Farm ................... .42 
3- he Smith's New Garden .............. 31 
-Improving the Garden............... 43 
4~A Fish Pond on the Farm ............ : :32 
:-Fishing in Our Pond ................... 25 
7-Sorghum Time ........................ 39 
-Buzz, Buzz ....... '" ................. 33 
8-Gle~ Can Walk ........................ ,18 
9-FrUlts, Nuts and Berries............ 63 

10-Fun at the Fair .................... :: :48 

FOR INTERMEDIATE GRADES 
THE CHICKEN Series pp. 
~-~,?hn -Learns. About Chickens ....... _ .... 35 
- mds of ChIckens ..................... 13 

3-John Raises Chickens ... : .............. 31 
4-Storing Eggs and Chickens ............ 19 
5-Glossary (Illustrated) ................. 22 

MISCELLANEOUS GROUP PP. 

i-Let'S Leat;n About Goats .............. 55 
3-LuCky Twms .......................... 28 
4-iIuc1fh Y0'd i:i:'" .............. , ........ 23 

5
- ea an appmess ................. 18 
-Th<; St~aw~erry Patch ................ 19 

6-WrIte It RIght ........................ 41 

Each is supplemented by a Teacher's Guide. 
Price: 15c each. 

We can order them for you. 

Meats to Cereals 

The establishment of an adequate 
food policy involves, first, some basic 
decisions as to national policy. What 
additional obligations are we going to 
assume under lend-lease? What are 
we going to do about feeding and re
habilitating the peoples freed bvour 
armed forces and the armed for~es of 
our allies, both during and after the 
war? What are we going to do about 
an American nutritional standard-a 
base below which no American will be 
allowed to fall. Are we going to con
vert our American nutritional pattern 
from meats to cereals? 

When these policy decisions are 
made, we need to face some basic 
questions within agriculture. How 
will we meet the food requirements 
under the established food policy? 
Shall we shift our land resources, 
skilled farm manpower, and equip
ment away from surplus and less vital 
crops to vi"tal crops for which deficits 
are now apparent? Shall we count 
in, equip and utilize all our farm 
families, or shall we permit commer
cialized agriculture to take over at 
an accelerated rate? In other words, 
we must decide whether family-type 
farming is to survive as the pattern 
of American agriculture. 

I believe one basic determination 
needs to be made now: the preserva
tion of family-type farming as a 
stronghold of our democracy, as a 
fundamental part of our national 
policy. 

JAMES G. PATTON 
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Famil{es 
Minister Winston Churchill 

recent broadcast to the world 
the British people of their 

birthrate. "If this country 
keep its high place in the leader
of the world and to survive as a 

great power that can hold its own 
~gainst external pressure, our people 
must be encouraged by every means 
to have larger families," he declared. 

Almost simultaneously with this 
address, a report was presented in the 
Canadian House of Commons by the 
Minister of Commerce, at the request 
of Frederick Dorion, a Quebec mem
ber of Parliament, giving the latest 
statistics for Canada. These show 
how the Province of Quebec has set 
an example for the rest of Canada. 

In Canada there are 2,486,920 
families. Of this number, Quebec 
has 617,990 or 24.84 per cent. It is 
a tragic fact that 782,000 or 31.4 
per cent of the total number of fam
ilies in Canada have no children. 
British Columbia leads the provinces 
with 37.4 per cent of her total num
ber of families without children. 

In Canada 583,200 families, or 
23.4 per cent of the total popUlation, 
have only one child; 17.4 per cent 
have only two children; and 10.5 per 
cent have but three children. Add
ing these figures to the number who 
are childless it means that 54.8 per 
cent of the total number of families 
have one or no children; 72.2 per cent 
have two children or less, and 82.7 
per cent, or four-fifths of the total 
number of Canadian families, have 
three or less. 

Here is how Quebec compares with 
the whole of Canada in the percent
age of small families: 

Canada 
One-child families ... 23.4 
Two-child .......... 1 7.4 
Three-child ......... 10.5 
Three children or less. 82.7 

Quebec 
19.9 
14.8 
10.4 
73.0 

In medium-sized families, those of 
four, five or six children, the Province 
of Quebec again leads the way: 

Canada Quebec 
Four-child families . .. 6.4 7.6 
Five-child .......... 3.9 5.5 
Six-child ........... 2.5 4.1 

In what may be described as large 

families, with from seven to ten and 
more children, Quebec has a decided 
leadership. 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
reports that Quebec has the largest 
farm population of any of the Prov
inces in Canada. 

U. S. Farm Population 
Decrease 

T HE estimated farm population 
of the United States for 1942 is 

29,048,000. That is 940,000 less than 
in 1941. It is approximately three 
million less than in 1933, when the 
farm popUlation was 32,033,000. 

Between 1910 and 1917 the United 
States farm population always re
mained over 32,000,000. Between 
1918 and 1932 it shifted back and 
forth between 30,000,000 to 31,000,-
000. There has been some decrease 
each year since 1933. 

Between 1935-1939, there were 
4,044,000 arrivals on farms from 
non-farm areas and 6,816,000 de
partures from farms. This left a net 
migration from farms of 2,772,000 
during that period. 

The contrast between the figures 
for 1941 and 1922, two years in 
which there was unusual mobility, 
are rather striking. In 1941 there 
were 814,000 arrivals from non-farm 
areas and 2,171 ,000 departures for 
non-farm areas, leaving a net farm
nonfarm migration of 1,357,000. In 
1922 there were 1,115,000 arrivals 
from non-farm areas and 2,252,000 
departures for non-farm areas leaving 
a net farm-nonfarm migration of 
1,137,000. 

The figures for births and deaths of 
farm popUlation for the same two 
years 1941 and 1922-were, re
spectively, 702,000 births and 285,-
000 deaths and 826,000 births and 
308,000 deaths. 

Hence both migration from farms 
and a drop in the natural increase of 
the farm population contributed to 
the decline in the two years. The 
same has been true generally in other 
years since the early 1920's. 

A fraction less than 20 per cent of 
American Catholics live on farms. 

N.C.W.C. News Service 
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Man and the Soil 
In a gloomy report submitted to 

the American Chemical Society, Dr. 
William A. Albrecht of the University 
of Missouri declares that the human 
species is degenerating because of a 
declining soil fertility. 

He finds evidence for his conclu
sion in the debased nutritional values 
of plants on which animals and men 
feed and in the statistics of human 
disease. Hay fever, unknown to the 
Indians, occurs twice as frequently 
as it did twenty-five years ago. Heart 
disease, according to New York City's 
Health Department, took 203 out of 
100,000 in 1907 'and 327 in 1936-
a 60 per cent increase in almost thirty 
years. Arthritis, cancer, diabetes, 
dental caries (tooth decay)-the in
cidence of all is increasing. 

-New York Times. 

Rural Record of the 
Historic Peace Churches 

Churches rural 
Society of Friends (Quaker). 72 % 
The Church of the Brethren .. 77 % 
Mennonites ............... 84% 

Postwar Farm Development 

Venezuela's Institute of Immigra
tion and Colonization is studying 
plans for attracting after the war 
colonists to take up land and develop 
the country's potential agricultural 
resources. With an area of approxi
mately 350,000 square miles, Vene~ 
zuela has a: popUlation of only about 
3,500,000. A technical commission 
has been named to consider lands 
which might be given to farmers, 
along with some equipment. 

Inter-American Economic News 
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AUCTION SALE 

Ceci/itJ W. Wi/welding 

W HENEVER I hear some one 
speak of an auction, I visu

alize Fat Benolken, bulky and ro
tund, standing on a rostrum, auction
ing a broom, an "auld" nag, and a 
little goat with. a red ribbon and a 
tinkle-bell. 

Pete Benolken, stout and round as 
a barrel, was a ~ man with an uncom
promisingly conspicuous front. He 
was of average height and powerful 
physique, and owned a face, red and 
circular, like a full moon. Besides 
possessing a nimble wit and a re
markable dexterity for word juggling, 
he had unusual dramatic ability and 
a certain amount of magnetism in his 
makeup. The people considered him 
one of the prodigies of the township 

. -notable for his bulky proportions 
and his shrewd business acumen. 
Having descended from stout and 
sturdy Dutch stock, he often boasted 
that he rigidly lived up to the tradi
tions of his race. Throughout the 
neighboring towns he was known as 
Fat Benolken. 

Young and old made him the sub
ject of their jests. Without a dissent
ing opinion the farmers avowed that 
he was the best crop Minnesota had 
ever produced; and his tailor, a mod
est, truthful man, said that in taking 
Fat Benolken's measurements for a 
new suit, he never measured but 
rather surveyed him. 

Uncle Nick's auction sale was a 
colorful spectacle. It was staged on 
a spacious, well-shaded, grassy plot, 
in the center of which a platform had 
been erected. Around the platform 
were stacked . the articles for sale. 
Aunt Liz and Uncle Nick stood 
among the chatting crowd looking a 
little pale. Fat Benolken staged his 
arrival. Through the file of people 
he stalked with great dignity, stood 
motionless for a moment at the foot 
of the rostrum, and ascended. Reach-

ing the center of the stage, he 
knocked the ashes from his corncob 
and placed it in his vest pocket. Then 

• he struck a block of wood with a 
sledge-hammer, and in terse, crisp 
words announced the opening of the 
sale. At a nod and a wink to the 
attendant, he was handed the first 
article to be auctioned-a kitchen 
broom. 

Waving the broom belligerently in 
the air, he shouted, "Ladies and 
gentlemen! You sweep your floors 
every day. What is more useful than 
a broom? And, besides, don't forget 
a broom has a twofoid use. What'll 
you give me?" 

"Thirty cents," came a bid from a 
lady with a sour face. 

"Thirty-five," Ted Schaeffer said 
with a challenging inflection. 

Because of the fun he evoked, 
Schaeffer was a man who was wel
come at every gathering. At auctions, 
he was looked at a little/askance, 
however, because he boosted the 
prices. Lacking the desire to settle 
down, he was a free lance whose 
chief occupations were betting, poach
ing, and eludipg the game warden. 
. "Forty cents," snapped the lady 

with the sour face. 

"Forty-five," returned 
with a quick challenge. 

And thus these two, in 
succession, continued bidding 
five's, the free lance always 
an insolent inflection on the 
five. 

When the bid for the broom 
soared up to one dollar and 
five cents, there was a long pause and 
the air was loaded with tensene;s. r 
feared the immediate Use of the 
broom; I thought an auction Was not 
so much an occasion as it was an emo. 
tion. In a choking voice the lady 
with the sour face called Schaeffer a 
thief and a loafer. Then with a clear 
streak of persistence, she bid one 
dollar and thirty cents for the old 
broom! 

"One dollar and thirty cents for a 
fine broom almost new," repeated the 
auctioneer. "It's a sacrifice-" A 
boisterous roar drowned out the rest 
of the remark. 

Fat Benolken crashed down the 
sledge-hammer with a loud thud, and 
at the same time shrilly barked, 
"Going, going, gone!" Then solemnly 
he announced the name of the winner, 
"Sold to Mrs. Pat O'Brien!" 

The name startled my sister, who 
nudging me leaned over and whis· 
pered, "That's the name of the 
woman who reported Ted Schaeffer to 
the game warden last fall. Now they 
are fighting it out with a broom." 

After this, more household goods 
and furniture were sold. When the 
noon whistle blew, my sister and I 
donned our stiffly-starched gingham 
aprons and helped Aunt Liz to serve 
the free-for-all lunch. There were 
huge baskets filled with every kind 
of sandwich, great trays piled high 
with rolls, and plates loaded with 
home-made cookies. 

After lunch a miscellany of garden 
tools, field implements, and farm 
machinery was auctioned. Last of all 
the livestock was sold. Near the 
platform the bidders formed a circle 
into which the animals were driven 
one at a time. The auctioneer raised 
his voice louder and louder. The 
neighbors said the incessant gunnery 
of his tongue could be heard for a 
radius of two miles. He no longer 
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shouted; but thundered. Two hand
some horses of chestnut color were 
auctioned. Next, Winnie, a rare 
beauty and Aunt Liz's favorite, 
pranced into the ring. The bids· 
soared rapidly and enthusiasm ran 
high. In the midst of the excitement, 
Aunt Liz, with tears in her eyes, 
brushed passed me. I followed her 
into the house. While I stood with 
my hand on her shoulder and watched 
her weeping, I thought that an auction 
maintained the balance of which life 
is made up-it was brightened by 
human laughter and salted by human 
tears. 

As I rejoined the crowd, an old 
horse with a drooping head was led 
into the circle. The bidders looked 
at one another and tittered. 

"All the oats in the world wouldn't 
buck her up," remarked a shrewd
looking farmer. 

"She isn't even well enough dis
posed to jog along," said another. 

"She strikes me as if she had a 
rather retiring disposition," laughed 
a third. 

"Splendid horse! Good for hauling 
and other light work," cried the 
auctioneer. 

A tall, gaunt man opened the bid 
with one dollar. With light-hearted 
laughter, the free lance advanced the 
bid to ten. His laugh soon dwindled 
into a smile, and his smile soon ossi
fied. The canny Dutchman on the 
rostrum looked pleased, and, without 
further ado, struck his hammer, say
ing, "First, second, third!" 

Schaeffer looked with concerned 
apprehension about him. As the third 
blow of the hammer crashed down, 

Benolken concluded, "Sold to Ted 
Schaeffer." 

All the farmers threw their hats 
aloft and cheered, drowning out the 
assortment of expletives ejected by 
Schaeffer. The latter, unwilling to 
gulp his chagrin, remarked something 
about being intrigued into bidding, 
and questioned the auctioneer about 
the fairness of the deal. 

Before Benolken had time to make 
a reply, a little man at the right of 
Schaeffer made a quick rejoinder, 
"Perhaps not a fair deal, but a well
deserved ordeal": and a man at the 
left observed, "Well, I guess your 
honeymoon with the bidders is over." 
All laughed. 

To add to Schaeffer's discomfiture, 
Mrs. O'Brien nudged her way to him. 
Directly confronting him, she said 
tartly with an air of grim triumph on 
her sour face, "Sure, 'tis as poor as 
Job's turkey ye are; would ye mind 
telling me how ye're going to pay for 
the auld nag? Ye have earned your 
just desserts." 

Fat Benolken next announced the 
sale of a goat, which was the only one 
of its kind in the entire countryside. 
It gripped the curiosity of the bidders, 
especially that of the women. Every
body pushed everybody else. When 
I saw Beardie, my little pet, being 
pushed so rudely and heard him bleat 
so piteously, I hurriedly twisted my 
way' through the crowd to come to 
his rescue. He still wore the red rib
bon and the tinkle-bell I had tied on 
his neck for the occasion. With 
carrots, secreted in my apron pocket, 
I beguiled him into the arena. 

With his cheeks puffed out and a 
pair of fists waving in the air, Fat. 
Benolken shouted," A young goat, 
what'll you give me?" 

"Five dollars," barked some one 
from the rear. 

"Five dollars," repeated Benolken 
with unwonted vehemence. "Who'll 
advance it to six?" 

"Six!" "Seven!" "Eight!" "Nine!" 
The bidding was lively; the crowd 

was interested. 
Now that all the carrots were gone, 

Beardie walked about the circle. Not 
being a model of good behavior, he 
soon began pushing and butting. 
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"Who'll give me ten?" barked the 
auctioneer. 

"Ten dollars," boldly called out the 
free lance whose honeymoon with the 
bidders evidently had not ended with 
the "ordeal." 

Like a thunderbolt the hammer 
crashed down and Benolken shouted, 
"Sold to Ted Schaeffer." 

This sudden closing of the bid was 
such a surprise that no one observed 
little Beardie munching the hem of 
Mrs. O'Brien's apron. I clapped my 
hands in delight because Schaeffer 
had won the goat. He was our nearest 
neighbor, and it meant I should see 
my little pet again. 

With a brisk flourish of his hand, 
the auctioneer announced the close 
of the sale. "Ladies and gentlemen, 
the auction is over." 

THE FARMER FEEDS 
THEM ALL 

The king may ruIe o'er land and sea, 
The lord may live right royally, . 
The soldier ride in pomp and pride, 
The sailor roam o'er ocean wide. 
But this or that, whate'er befall, 
The farmer he must feed them all. 

The writer thinks, the poet sings, 
The craftsmen fashion wondrous 

things, 
The doctor heals, the lawyer pleads, 
The miner follows the precious leads, 
But this or that, whate'er befall, 
The farmer he must feed them all. 

The merchant he may buy and sell, 
The teacher do his duty well; 
But men may toil through busy days, 
Or men may stroll through pleasant 

ways. 
From king to beggar, whate'er befall, 
The farmer he must feed them all. 

The farmer's trade is one of worth; 
He's partner with the sky and earth; 
He's partner with the sun and rain, 
And no man loses for his gain. 
And men may rise and men may fall. 
But the farmer he must feed them all. 

God bless the man who sows the 
wheat, 

Who iinds us milk and fruit and meat; 
May his purse be heavy, his heart 

light, 
His cattle and corn and all go right. 
God bless the seeds his hands let· fall, 
For the farmer he must feed them all. 

~Author unknown. 

Printed in the Oongressional Record; No
vember So., 1942. 
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KILL • • • AND CURE 

l()uise Owen 

ALL over the country, housewives 
-both rural and urban - are 

pondering the problem of how to feed 
their families in a style to which they 
are not accustomed. We Americans 
always have been lavish with the good 
foods available to us. Now we must 
keep on setting our tables with meals 
that are appetizing,' well-balanced, 
nutritious,and at the same time based 
on rationed products. And it is the 
farmer and his wife who have the 
upper hand, with the fruits of their 
orchards, the roots and leaves of their 
gardens and the edible wild plants of 
their woods and fields. A family that 
has poultry, or a rabbit, or a beef 
critter is fortunate, and especially so 
is the one who has a porker ready to 
become a part of the larder. For there 
are more ways to serve up the parts 
of a pig than any other animal. 

You need not wait until fall or 
winter to do your slaughtering: What 
isn't eaten at once may be pickled and 
smoked, or canned, or stored in farm 
lockers. If you actually have more 
than you want, you might even barter 
a little: pork for apples here, for eggs 
there, for veal somewhere else-and 
the result will be profit for all. 

In most communities, anyone who 
is not inclined to do the actual killing 
himself can probably find an obliging 
farmer· or butcher who will take away 
the animal alive, slaughter, clean and 
chill it, and return it, either whole or 
in neatly-carved sections. For those 
stronger-minded persons who wish to 
do the entire job themselves, a certain 
amount of equipment and knowledge 
is necessary. It is particularly im
portant that the carcass be chilled 
thoroughly, and as rapidly as possible 
-a proceeding that takes' about two 
days. Then comes the work of sepa
rating the hams from the knuckles, 
the .lard from the bacon, the head 
from the shoulders, and so on. The 
porker yields a generous quantity of 
liver that is quite as valuable as 
calves' liver, a heart that is small but 
in the right place, a fine pair of 
kidneys, !3ausage (casings and all~), 
lard, bacon and salt pork, hams, 
shoulders, roasts and spare-ribs, 
hog's head cheese and pickled feet. 
And did you know that the so-called 
"gammon" is a ham with the bacon 
still attached to it? 

For those items which some people 
call "edible offal," the only thing to 
do is to eat them up quickly. The 
fresher they are, the better. In olden 
times, it was customary to cook them 
and chop them up either with sausage
meat or with head cheese, but that 
was before the vitamin cult. Chops, 
roasts and spare-ribs can be used in
side of a few days, or they can be 
kept for a while, either salted or 
frozen. Hams, shoulders and bacon 
are dealt with in various ways .. They 
are usually cured first, either dry or 
in brine, and then smoked, or are pre
pared with a good mixture that has 
been on the market for the past few 
years, made up of saltpetre, sugar, 
and hickory-smoked salt. The use of 
this "mix" eliminates the necessity 
for smoking the meat. 

LIGHT DRY CURE 

6-2-2 ReCipe 

For hams, shoulders andbac on. 
6 lbs. salt } 
2 lbs. brown sugar per 100 lbs 
2 oz. saltpetre . 

Rub half this mixture 
into the meat when first 
the other half in one 
the cure two days per pound for 
and shoulders, two to three weeks 
bacon strips. 

This will make meats mild and 
cate, but they will probably not 
well through warm weather. 
may be done in a Dutch oven or in 
hogshead set out-of-doors. The 
head should have both ends nut,t-Kt:U: 

out and a stick must be placed 
the top from which to hang the meat. 
A cover will keep in the smoke, and a 
fire made of hickory chips, apple
wood, or juniper must be kept 
smouldering underneath for a week or 
so. 

SMOKED-SALT CURE 

1-9 lb. drum for 110 lbs. meat 

Pass hams, shoulders and bacon 
through clean cold water, then rub 
the salt mix thoroughly into the skin 
side, flesh side, and edges, using about 
two-thirds of the mix. 

Put a light layer of salt mix into 
the bottom of a large stone crock or 
a clean dry keg, pack meat tightly in . 
this, skin side to the outside, large 
pieces first, and smallet pieces filling 
the crevices. Put a weighted board 
on top to keep the meat pressed down. 

After a week, take the meat out, 
rub again with the remaining salt 
mix, pack as before, pouring over it 
the brine that has formed in the 
meantime. Repeat the unpacking, r~
packing, and pouring over of brine In 
two weeks more. In thirty days from 
the time it was first put down, bacon 
will be ready to remove from the 
brine. Hams and shoulders should be 
left in 3 days to the pound. 

After this first curing is done, sOll;k 
bacon three quarters of an hour In 
clean water at 70 degrees, hams and 
shoulders an hour and a quarter to 
two hours, according to size. Scrape 
the skin side with a dull knife. Hang 
them all for four or five days in a 
dark, dry, vermin-proof room, not over 
100 degrees in temperature, and well
ventilated, to dry and condition. Re
move rope or string by which they 
were hung, sew into a cloth bag, wrap 
in several thicknesses of paper, and 
keep in a dark, dry place. A small 
amount of surface mold will not do 
any harm, and can easily be scraped 
off. 
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BRINE CUIlE 

'4~ to' 5 gal. water t per 100 
1-9 lb. drum salt mixture Sibs. meat 

Boil water, add salt mix while hot, 
dissolve, cool, and strain. Pack hams, 

. then shoulders, then bacon, in a keg' or 
a crock, but do not pack tightly. Pour 
over the pickle, cover with a board, 
and weight with a stone or brick. 

- After seven days, take out the meat, 
remove the pickle (brine), repack the 
meat, changing the position of each 
piece, pour the pickle over and cover 
and weight as before. Repeat every 
seven days till cured. For hams and 
shoulders, allow four days per pound; 
bacon, three days per pound .. Wash, 
dry and wrap as for the dry-cured 
Jl).eats. 

ORDINARY BRINE 

8lbs. salt 1 
4 lbs. brown sugar 
(molasses may be ~ per 100 lbs. meat 

substituted) I 
2 oz. saltpetre J 

Proceed as above. When the. hams 
and -bacon are removed from the brine, 
they will have to be smoked. 

SAUSAGE 
Seasoning: 

1 tsp. salt to 1 lb. meat. 
1 oz. pepper to 25 lbs. meat. 
sage, summer savory, coriander, 
mace, nutmeg, clove, paprika, rosE'
mary, according to taste, 
3 parts lean meat to 1 part fat. 

Use the scraps and trimmings of 
pork, including ears, cheeks, etc. Beef 
~ay be mixed with the pork to make 
l~more digestible and of a better con
slstency. The amount may range all 
the way from one part beef and two 
parts pork, to one part pork and two 
parts beef. Grind the pork beef and 
seasonings together. Run through the 
chopper twice. . 

If you wish to use casings from 
your own hog, they should be care
fully cleaned by soaking in several 
salted waters. Cloth bags are often 
used. 

One of the oldest methods is still 
one of the most satisfactory: pack the 
sausage in a stone crock, and freeze. 
It can be made _ into cakes first, of 
course. Sausage meat can be canned 
like any other meat-pack raw into 
glass jars which have been sterilized; 
season as you like, allowing a tea
spoon of salt to a quart, partly seal, 
and process two hours in boiling 
water or 45 minutes in a pressure 
cooker at 15 pound;; (250 degrees). 
If you have a large quantity of 
sausage, say a hundred pounds, you 

-may prefer to cure, smoke and dry it 
in order to have more variety and to 
be sure of its keeping longer. (There 
is a booklet put out by the Penn
sylvania Salt Manufacturing Co., 
1000 Widener Building, Philadelphia, 
which contains much valuable in
formation about pork products, rules 
for curing fish, beef, etc., and recipes 
for making bologna, frankfurters, and 
other kinds of sausage.) 

If you want to make head cheese
and you should-it is necessary to 
keep the pig's head separate from the 
rest of the sausage meat and scraps. 

HEAD CHEESE 

Wash the head carefully, split, re
move brains, boil head till bones drop 
out, remove bones, eyes, and skin, 
chop the meat finely, season with salt 
and pepper and herbs to taste-thyme 
and a little sage, or summer savory. 
Pack in bread-tins, pour over the re
maining liquor, cool. 

Souse is very much the same ex
cept that vinegar and a little clove 
are added. 

Salt pork is easily prepared and 
kept. Use a keg or crock, put a layer 
of salt about an inch thick in the 
bottom. For this purpose, and for 
making the ordinary brine in which 
hams, and so forth, are put down, 
there is a coarse-fine salt, usually 
available at any Farmer's Exchange, 
which is cheap and good. The pieces 
of salt pork are packed in the con-
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tainer with plenty of salt between 
each piece and between every piece 
and the side of the container. Then 
the top is covered with another inch 
or two of salt, and on that is put a 
cover with a weight on it to -hold 
down the pork. 

Lard should be tried out very 
slowly, preferably in iron kettles. 
When the small scraps or cracklings 
are c.risp and brown, they may be 
skimmed out a few at a time, then 
squeezed tightly in cheesecloth to ex
tract all the fat. They make good 
eating, sprinkled with a little salt, 
either by themselves, or mixed with 
fried potatoes, and they are delicious 
added to johnny-cake-about half a 
cup to the usual rule. 

The leaf lard is the best and 
whitest, and should be tried out. by 
itself and kept separate. According 
to rules in old-fashioned cook books, 
lard was often tried out by being put 
in a stone jar set in a kettle of hot 

. water on top of the stove, and when 
it was done, a sprig of rosemary was 
added. A good way to keep lard is 
to seal it in glass jars. 

There are other porcine sidelines, 
which are less important but still in
teresting-roast suckling pig, petti
toes, harselet, and so on. Even the 
tail used to be considered a minor 
delicacy, and was skinned,' spitted 
on a stick, and roasted like a frank
furter. Some of our ancestors used 
the brains, also, adding them to gravy 
or sauce. 

Certainly the porker is a valuable 
and versatile addition to our table, 
and what a pleasure; satisfaction and 
economy comes from dishing up our 
own hams, sausages and bacon! 
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THE BATTLE OF FOOD 

T HE battle of food, as well as 
the battle of guns, begins in the 

spring. Right now the crops for the 
food battle of 1943 are going into 
the ground. The slogan is, "Food 
will win the war." If so, how does 
the outcome look at the beginning of 
the crop year? Let's see what the 
facts are. Our side first: 

. THE UNITED STATES 
This country is beginning a new 

crop year with excellent prospects. 
The weather generally has been good, 
the moisture sufficient. The farmers 
are planting a record number of 
acres. With reasonably good weather, 
the harvest should approach the 
record levels of last year. That means 
enough food for the United Nations. 
The supply will be tight, but it will 
be adequate. However, much de-

c pends on the weather. The failure of 
any major crop would be a blow. 

However, the expected harvest 
means no relaxation of rationing. The 
supply must be shared with Russia 
and Engiand. And they need the 
things that are scarcest and most 
tightly rationed her~meats, fats and 
proteins in general. American sacri
fices will continue. 

CANADA 
The situation here is similar. Ca

nadian rations have been liberal, but 
soon are to be cut, for Washington 
hl;lS informed Canada that the latter 
must assume a large share of the 
load of feeding England. Canadian 
dairy production is booming, and the 
livestock industry is expanding rap
idly. 

ENGLAND 
Crop conditions are good. Plant

ings have increased. England will 
grow much more than 60 per cent of 
her food this year. Before the war it 
was 40 per cent. Opening the Medi
terranean may let food shipments 
through from Australia and New 
Zealand, taking some of the burden 
off the United States and Canada. 

RUSSIA 
Ordinarily more than self-sufficient, 

Russia will raise but 90 per cent of 
her food this year because of the loss 
of some 40 per cent of her pre-war 
acreage to the Germans. There is 
a severe food stringency among the 
civilian population, especially in the 
cities. American food shipments to 
Russia are on the increase. Ships once 
carried just what could be packed 
around and under the tanks and guns. 
Now, whole shiploads of food are 
going to Russia. She wants fats and 
proteins, particularly meats. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
A severe drought has hit the corn 

crop and may affect pasturage for the 
booming Argentine livestock industry. 

. Wheat was harvested before the 
drought. Hog production has been 
stimulated by a big corn carry-over. 
The British are taking much Argen
tine meat. 

NORTH AFRICA 
The harvest is on, with a good crop 

of wheat and barley. Farmers are 
hoarding, and it is a prolilem to get 
the crop off the farms. A new crop 
in the autumn will be planned on an 
enlarged scale under the direction of 
American experts, and may supply 
much of the food consumed in that 
area by Americans and British. 

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
Australia was slow to swing to alI

out food production, but finally has 
done so, with good prospects. New 
Zealand produces large quantities of 
dairy products. Both are potential 
suppliers of England. 

CHINA 
China has enough food for her 

population, but transportation diffi
culties have created several local 
hunger areas. 

Now what about the enemy? 
GERMANY AND ITALY 

These countries will have less food 
this year than in the tightly rationed 

past, but will. be nowhere near 
danger level. In calories, the 
individual consumption is 
the British. Total European 
supplies, on hand or foreseen, are 
two to three per cent less than a 
ago, and only 1 S per cent· below 
pre-war average. Last year's 
,,:ere good, except for wheat and 
By using a larger proportion of 
and corn in flour, however, the 
mans have managed to maintain 
bread consumption undiminished. 

Crop prospects are good for this 
year, too, and plantings of staples 
have been increased. The outlook is . 
tempered by a severe shortage of farm 
labor and usable farm machinery. 
Moreover, the loss of North African 
phosphates, needed for fertilizers, was 
a blow. In addition, farmers are re
sentful of Nazi requisitioning, and 
are hoarding quantities of food. Farm 
area diet is reported up to the pre-war 
level. 

THE OCCUPIED COUNTRIES 
Greece and Poland are starvation 

areas, and Norway and Belgium are 
hunger zones. The Greek situation 
has been partly relieved by Red Cross 
wheat shipments, but no relief is in 
sight for Poland, which Germans 
systematically loot of foodstuffs. 
Plight of Belgium and Norway is 
partly attributable to stoppage of im
ports. The situation is better, but 
far from good, in Denmark and the 
Netherlands. The position of France, 
already bad, is certain to deteriorate 
still further because imports from 
North Africa have stopped. Occupied 
Russia is in a desperate situation, but 
the Germans are deriving some food 
from that area; more than was the 
case a year ago. 

JAPAN 
Information from Japan is meager, 

but there are no signs of any serious 
reduction in the fish and rice supply, 
or in the important Manchurian soy
bean crop. 

The Axis food situation is less 
favorable than that of the Allies, but 
there seems no i~mediate prospect of 
starving the enemy out. 

The United States News 
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St. Dominic's Priory 
Southampton Rd. 
London, N. W. 5 
6 March, 1943 

Reverend and dear Monsignor Ligutti: 

reward your kindness in sending me LAND AND HOME for 
1>ecember. Its official account of the National Catholic Rural Life 
:eonference fully justifies those who linked Home and therefore Hope 
With the Land. In all the pleas and plans for a "new Order" I can 
S(le no ground of hope except in those that stress "Back to the Land." 

C It can never be sufficiently stressed that the Land is not incidental 
b~t necessary. Moreover it is not just necessary. The land is pri
mary. Everything comes from the land. Everyone depends on the 
land; and on the worker on the land. If one person lives in the town 
one person at least must keep him alive by living on the land. In 
social matters this primacy of the land is like the principle of gravity 
in the harmony of the Universe. Even the assembling of the aero
plane demands the recognition of the la.w of gravity in every bolt or 
screw or line or curve. 

The words of your President, the Most Reverend Bishop A. J. 
Muench, D.D., are dinning in my ears like a doom: 
. "According to the 1936 Census of Religious Bodies in the United 

States 80 per cent· of the Catholics live in cities. Only one of every 
five Catholics is in the country." 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth I would that Catholics make 
these words of Bishop Muench their Holy Meditation for a month
and then for another twelve-month. 

Let them colour their early meditaiion with the bewildering statis
tics that: 

"Well over half of Chicago's 842,578 families have no children 
whatsoever; whilst an additional 20 per cent have only one child." 

Some years ago with an almost breaking heart I wrote an article 
"Are Catholics selfish?" Of course I said that though I could put 
the question, the answer could come only from Catholics. 

But .Bishop Muench's figures put the question again with episcopal 
authOrIty; and put it not only to the United States but to all those 
countries where town life is looked on as so superior to country life 
that even the education given by religious men and women unfits 
Catholics to see the primacy of Nazareth in the greater amenities at 
Jerusalem. 

Surely it should not unduly pain Catholic intelligence to see the 
selfishness-if not the ultimate impossibility-of one person in the 
country keeping alive four people in the town! 

After some forty years of front-line work in the matters of the 
Land I have come upon a final argument which for the moment 
counters despair. A wit once said: "Poverty is very bad for the-
. hI" nc. To the Catholic town lover who counters all land projects we 

now say; "The more people leave the towns for the land, the better 
for the-town." . 

If Catholics with a turn for prayer will think this out and then 
carry out what they have thought out, Catholic meditation may b~
come as practical as God's idea of Creation and Providence. 

FR. VINCENT McNABB, D.P. 

LA N D AN D HOM E JU·NE 1943 

Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
Today it w.as cold and stormy; just 

another one of those good North Da
kota blizzards which kept me in all 
day. As a result I picked up your 
recent March issue of LAND AND 
HOME and read it almost from cover 
to cover, and I can't find words to 
tell you how much I enjoyed it. Two 
articles that were especially appeal
ing to me were: "The Good Acre" 
by E. G. Reid, and "Catholic Ober
lin" by J. T. Meehan. These arti
cles along with the others gave me a 
better appreciation of my rural peo
ple. I hope I can always keep that, 
for I know it will help me to work 
with them. More power to LAND AND 
HOME-

Sincerely yours, 
REv. PAUL L. KOEHLER 

The Presbytery, Murringtown, 
County Wexford, Ireland. 

The Secretary 
Young Christian Farmers: 

I noticed in an October '42 issue 
of "Our Sunday Visitor" an article 
by Fr. Francis Lohmer, O.S.B. (con
densed from Land and Home) on the 
American counterpart of the Juven
tude Agraria Christiana of Portugal 
or the Jeunesse Agricole Chretienne 
of France. 

From the article it appears that the 
Young Christian Farmers of America 
are in their initial stages, but the 
account of the attempt to adapt 
specialized Catholic Action to Ameri
can conditions proved most inter
esting to us here in Ireland. 

I am a priest interested in promot
ing Catholic Action amongst the 
youth of our country, and so far we 
are confining our attention to develop
ing it amongst the working youth of 
the towns; however, the tjme is ap
proaching when rural Catholic Action 
will need development amongst the 
young farmers, especially as ours is 
a highly agricultural counfry. 

Kindly forward me at your earliest 
convenience every scrap of literature 
you may have available at the mo
ment on the American J. A. C. 

Here in Ireland we shall call the 
Movement the Young Christian 
Farmers, or Juventus Agraria Chris
tiana as the Latin equivalent. 
REV. FATHERW. BROWNE; B.A., C.c. 
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CONFERENCE AFFAIRS F.S.A. 

The effort which the 

We M()utn ... 
THE MOST REV. RUDOLPH E. GERKEN, 

Archbishop of Santa Fe~ 

THE MOST REV. JOSEPH C. PLAGENS, 
Bishop of Grand Rapids. 

HIS EMINENCE ARTHUR CARDINAL 
HINSLEY, Archbishop of Westminster. 

THE VERY REV. PAUL M. REGAN, M.S., 
Provincial Superior of the LaSalette 
Fathers in the United States. 

THE REV. PAUL L. BLAKELY, S.J., Asso
ciate Editor of America. 

<J(J. R~ 
-AlUUlfde~ 

.1943 
The Board of Directors of the 

National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference and the Diocesan Directors 
of Rural Life will meet in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, on October 11, 12, 13" 
1943. 

Details of time, place and program 
will be available later in the summer. 

A. J. MUENCH, President 

REV. M. V. KELLY, C.S.B. 

Michael Vincent Kelly, C.S.B., a 
priest of God, died on July 24, 1942, 
at St. Michael's Hospital,· Toronto, 
Canada. He was 79 years of age. He 
was ordained on September 21, 1891. 

He spent most of his sacerdotal 
life in city parishes. He has to 
his credit over one thousand adult 
converts. The number of the fallen
aways he brought back into the. 
Church is beyond reckoning. He was 
University trained~ possessed a keen 
intellect. He was sharp in his mental 
acumen, quick in retort, Irish in his 
wit. 

On the last and only occasion we 
saw him, we heard him diScuss the 
war and its motivations. A younger 
man made a choice selection of apo
dictical statements. Father Kelly 
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did not seek to refute. He just said, 
"That settles it." And it did! 

We were privileged to have him in 
our audience. Dick Deverall was sit
ting next to him. Said Dick, "That's 
telling them." Said Father Kelly,"I 
said that fifty years ago." And he 
had. 

By articles and speeches he point
ed out the unfortunate cityward 
trend of American Catholics. He 
proved ahead of Dr. Walsh that the 
Irish were a dying race because of 
their recent urban character. 

He sought to interest Catholic 
leaders in the facts and consequences, 
but they would not be interested.· 
He was wont to tell how he published 
a series of articles in A merica on the 
Catholic popUlation prospects for 
1940. He asked for reactions, for 
comments. He received a total of 
two letters from neighboring German 
pastors. They said: "That vas a fine 
schlam on the Irishers." 

One is reminded of the comment 
passed on Bishop O'Hara's famous 
talk in 1920 in New York at the Na
tional Convention of the Catholic 
Educational Association. "He man
handled the subject very thorough
ly," said a wiseacre! Bishop O'Hara 
had forecast a decrease in Catholic 
elementary school enrollment. The 
fact is we have lost over 200,000 in 
less than 15 years, according to N. 
C. W. C. figures. 

Father Kelly worked on. He stood 
high in the councils of his Congre-: 
gation. He was a writer. He was a 
zealous pastor. He was thoroughly 
convinced of the truth of the state
ment .made by an Eastern Prelate: 
"The third generation in the city is 
not Catholic; the fourth does not 
exist." 

They had a nickname for the Ven
erable Father Kelly. It was "Bugs" 
Kelly. A gentleman, a scbolar, a 
priest of God, a noble member of The 
Congregation of St. Basil has passed 
on to his heavenly reward. May his 
soul rest in peace. 

and the Farm Bloc are making 
ing these critical times to kill off 
F.S.A. is one way of holding 
the positive work of this 
governmental agency. Naturally 
it must continually fight for its ' 
istence, explain its actions, and 
ify its techniques to please the 
ics, its very strength and power are 
sapped. A well-organized and strong_ 
willed group is making increased pro
duction and full employment on 
farms impossible. 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference is officially committed to 
the support of the F .S.A. The in
fluence of our organization has been 
felt in the Halls of Congress. The 
Farm Bloc and the reactionaries 
know we exist and have learned of 
our sentiments. Our Eastern Cath
olics are learning of their stake in the 
struggle. They are with us. 

We only wish the opponents of 
F .S.A. could see that their own inter
ests and the welfare of the nation are 
tied up in the fight. The real friends 
of private property and of the indi
vidual enterprise system are the ones 
who want private ownership in the 
hands of the many. 

The arguments used against the 
F.S.A. are both specious and false. 
The one most commonly used is this: 
"There are too many governmental 
credit agencies for farmers." The real 
truth is that there are too many credit 
agencies, but none of them reach 
down to the group which needs credit 
the most. The other claim is that 
the Extension Division is enough 
as an educational instrument. The 
very officials of Extension deny 
this allegation. They, too, like the 
credit agencies, have never reached 
down where the need is the greatest. 
An illustration of this is French 
Louisiana where the majority of poor 
Acadian farmers are completely ig
norant of English. The majority of 

. Extension agents know as much 
French as the Irish in Boston. 

The F .SA. must be continued, de
veloped, enlarged; not killed, throt
tled or maligned. 
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PLAY 

need for organized recrea
is taken for granted in urban 

this is not always the case 
communities. 

his encyclical letter, "Christian 
of Youth," Pope Pius XI 

that the "physical culture" of 
cannot be considered to 

of the maternal supervi
. of the Church. Within the edu

'J,;aI'lUU.aJ environment of the Church, 
the Sacraments, the sa~ 

ritual, schools and institutions 
of all kinds established to train youth 
in. Christian piety, literature and the 
sciences, " ... not omitting recreation 
and physical culture." 

In a study, the writer attempted 
to present the complete recreational 
programs of a select group of rural 
parishes, and to give a composite pic
ture of the efforts of the pastor and 
his parishioners, working in cooper
ation with other groups' or agencies, 
be they religious, fraternal, commer
cial, or governmental in character. 

A questionnaire covering the or
ganiza tion, administration', cost, 
scope and religious tie-up of the par
ish recreational program was submit
ted to one hundred rural pastors in 
eleven Midwestern States. These 
particular pastors were chosen be
cause active recreational programs 
were functioning in their respective 
parishes. Fifty-one of them answered 
and returned the query. 

The term "rural," as used here, re
fers to all centers of population up to 
2500 persons and to the open coun
try. The rural parishes mentioned in 
the study number from 31 to 300 
families and are located in towns hav
ing populations ranging from 26 to 
2100 persons. 

N one of these ar~as is entirely de
void of some kind of commercial rec
reation. To cite a few examples: 53 
per cent of the rural towns have 

movie theatres (those without a the
atre are on the average eleven miles 
away from one); 64 per cent have 
pool and billiard halls; 42 per cent 
have bowling alleys. In passing it is 
interesting to note that all but two 
of them had one or more taverns, the 
average being about four per town. 

The results of the first part ,of the 
questionnaires show that these rural 
communities are typical in every re
spect. They are by no means ex
traordinary .or exceptional. In them 
can be found non-Catholic sects, re
ligious indifferentism, mixed nation
ality groups, public schools, various 
forms of commercial recreation-both 
good and bad-municipally spon-

sored recreational programs, as well 
as tJIe allurements of nearby large 
cities which prove so inviting to 
many rural people.. Yes, these rural' 
communities possess the same make
up and character which can be dupli
cated by other rural communities of 
the Midwest hundreds of times over. 

Parish programs, as a rule, were 
begun with more than one activity. 
Dancing and athletics were most fre
quently used as initiatory activities. 
Less important in this regard were 
dramatics, musicals and parties. 
Sixty-five per cent of the programs in 
the nascent period included the 
young people of the parish from high 
school age to 25 years of age and 
accommodated from 5 to ISO partici- -
pants. Few, however, included chil
dren of grade school age and fewer 
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still the married people of the parish 
during the primary stages. 

Twenty different groups, at least 
two being found in each rural par
ish, ranging from the Boy Scouts tq 
University Extension Divisions, help 
in one way or another to provide par
ish recreation. For example, in one
fourth of the parishes Boy Scout 
Troops, 4-H Clubs, and Sodalities 
will be found to cooperate in this 
manner. 

While an almost endless number 
of activities are found in the parish 
programs under the six general head
ings of Athletics and Sports-Arts 
and Crafts-Dramatics and Public 
Speaking - Music - Social Recrea
tion-Nature, Gardening and Out
ings, only those activities which ap
pear most frequently bear mention 
here. Card playing, found in 65 per 
cent of the programs, ranks as the 
most popular activity. Other favored 
forms of recreation are parish picnics 
and Altar Boy outings, (60 per cent) ; 
bazaars and home-talent plays, (50 
per cent); baseball and kittenball, 
(45 per cent); ballroom and folk
dancing,( 40 per cent) ;' square danc
ing and ice cream socials, (30 per 
cent). 

In 40 per cent of the parishes the 
pastor supervises the program either 
exclusively or with the aid of the 
assistant or some lay' person. In ten 
parishes the program is directed by 
a parish committee on recreation, 
made up of representatives of the 
various parish organizations. 

The cost of the parish programs 
varies from $8 to $400 per year, de
pending upon their nature and scope. 
The principal sources of revenue are 
admissions, membership dues, and 

'the return from the sale of the prod-
ucts made in the program. 

It is encouraging to see that very 
definite attempts are being made by 
many parish recreational groups to 
encourage the participants to live ex
emplary Catholic lives. Among the 
more noteworthy practices we find 
that some groups take part in the 
Missa Recitata, recite parts of the 
Divine Office, sing Gregorian Chant, 
receive Holy Communion at regular 
intervals, and sponsor Recollection 
Days and Spiritual Retreats. 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

Future Farmers of America. Five 
years ago the Canby F. F. A. chapter 
(Oregon) was given 16 acres of school 
ground to farm. They cleaned rocks 
and roots from it and had a net re
turn of $114 from ten acres of corn 
and six acres of barley the first year. 
From the second year profit they 
made a down payment on a tractor, 
a two-bottom plow, a disk harrow and 
a cultivator. After the third year's 
crops were harvested, the boys paid 
for the equipment in full. 

In addition to work on the chapter 
farm at the school grounds, the trac
tor and equipment are used on farms 
where the boys have their projects. 
Boys who use the equipment pay a 
regular rental rate which has been 
worked out by themselves. When 
boys work on the school farm during 
the summer months, they are paid the 
going farm wages. During the school 
year, more boys volunteer just for the 
experience than can be used. Usually 
the boys work in pairs after school. 
In case of trouble, two boys can figure 
a way out better than one.-Farm 
JournaZ and Farmer8 Wife. 

The Government of Bolivia has cre
ated a special technical service--the 
Servicio Cooperativo Interam~ricano 
de Salud Publica--as an intermediary 
unit in cooperation between the gov
ernment and the Institute of Inter
American Affairs. The Institute has 
been organized to handle the United 
States contributions to the inter
American health and sanitation pro
gram. Bolivian health authorities, 
cooperating with the United States 
health workers, are setting up various " 
health centers. The program in Bo
livia extends the Amazon work al
ready under way in Brazil for the 
protection of rubber tappers and other 
tropical workers. - Inter-American 
Economic N eW8. 

Brazil Opens Colonization Tracts
Cooperative food-growing projects are 
springing up in Brazil to provide more 
vegetables and staple crops for local 
use and to sustain rubber tappers in 
the Amazon river basin. Tracts of 
land are being opened for coloniza
tion near Manaos, the big Amazon 
rubber shipping port. One tract is 
for rice growing. Another is being 
planted to vegetables. Colonists get 
wages while working on state proj
ects. More land is ready for addi
tional colonists to cultivate for food 
growing. 

A Victory Garden program also is 
hitting its stride. This program is 
designed to 'extend food-growing to 
urban and suburban as well as farm 
areas and so reduce the need for im
porting foodstuffs. - Inter-American 
Economic New8. 

Work on Farms--Approximately 
1,100 children over 14 years of age, 
in Catholic child-caring institutions 
in the New York Archdiocese will be 
permitted to seek employment on un
der-manned farms in New York State, 
or on dairy and agricultural farms 
connected with the institutions. The 
children, whether employed on the 
farms of their respective institutions 
or on outside farms, will be reim
bursed for their work. 

The Diocesan Society of Coloniza
tion has organized eleven parishes in 
the Abitibi district of Quebec since 
its foundation in 1933. The work of 
colonization is a social work in that 
it permits the sons of· farmers to be 
faithful to their agricultural vocation, 
and in that it redistributes wealth, 
which for the colonist consists in 
property. 

A One Hundred Acre Farm has been 
leased by the American Bantam Car 
Company to grow vegetables for 650 
employees and their families. The 
company will sell produce to em
ployees at cost. If possible, men will 
be hired at factory rates to till the 
farm. Otherwise, plant employees 
with farm experience will work the 
land in shifts. 

Teaching Mass serving and singing 
" in a rural parish or mission is no easy 
task. 

You can do it now with Records. 
We can vouch for the method. It 
works. It "is practical. 

Write: David Griffin Recording 
Studio, 478 East French Place, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

APECS is a News Bulletin of the 
Experiment in Applied Economics, be
ing carried on in teacher-training 
schools in Michigan, New HampShire, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia. 
(Write Box 507, Columbia University, 
525 West 120th Street, New York 
City). It asks: "Can and should the 
public schools teach their pupils how 
to live more efficiently in their own 
localities?" Rural teachers exchange 
ideas in this four-page bulletin. 

An Emergency Committee For 
Production to fight for the url •• ",_._ 

tion of Farm Security .~'.~u.-"'~Lrati.". 
has been formed. 

A statement has been 
which says in. part: 

"The food situation of the count 
is critical. Its solution will determ: 
the length of the war, possibly its out~ 
come. 

"The Farm Security Administration 
has proved something quite new and 
startling in American history. It has 
shovm that the lower two-thirds of 
our farmers are capable of the great_ 
est percentage of increase in SUPply_ 
ing the Nation's food. FSA has opened 
up an almost untapped reservoir of 
manpower, namely the low income 

. farmers who formerly barely met 
their own needs. These farmers last 
year, although only 7.6 per cent of the 
6,000,000 farmers of this country, pro
duced 36 per cent of the total increase 
in Chickens, and 27 per cent of the in-
crease in dry beans. . 

"Extension of this loan plus farm 
management supervision program to 
1,740,000 underemployed farmers can 
next year bring increases iIi chickens 
eggs, pork and milk, for example' 
which will take care of the yearly 
needs of from 11 to 13 "million active 
men. 

"While increased food production is 
now a paramount issue of the Nation 
we should not forget that Farm Se
curity has done more than any other 
agency in the history of the country 
to free its rural citizens from hamper
ing restrictions and restore them to 
independence." 

St. Joseph's Academy, Crookston, 
Minnesota, has devoted the May num
ber of their Magazine Dawn to Rural 
Life and Reconstruction. Congratu
lations for an outstanding Yearbook. 

A 4-H Girl, Patricia Larkin (Boone, 
Iowa) is winner of the State 4-H 
Victory Garden Contest for 1942. Pa
tricia helped her mother can 289 
quarts of vegetables from her one
half acre garden, besides storing 25 
bushels of potatoes, 1 bushel of onions, 
one-half bushel beets, 1 bushel car
rots, 25 bulbs of garlic, 15 pumpkins, 
10 squash, 1 bushel dried corn, 20 
pounds of dried beans, 2 pecks of pea
nuts and 5 bushels of popcorn. Fresh 
vegetables were shared with the 
neighbors; the sweet corn and pop
corn fodder were fed to the cattle, 
and the surplus of about 15 bushels 
of tomatoes went to the chickens. 

Patricia says: "It helped me co
operate with . other members of the 
family, accept responsibility and bud
get time, besides it gave me a healthy 
sun tan and some good exercise." 

The GAFFS are being encourll:ged 
by the youth Section, Amencan 
Country Life Association. They are 
the "Girls at the Farm Front." 
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URALLITERATURE 

OLD PRINCIPLES AND THE NEW 
ORDER 
By Vincent McNabb, O.P. Sheed & 

Ward, New York, 1942. 246 pages. 
$2.75. 
We had long wanted to get the 

uintessence of Father McNabb and 
~e believe his .latest set of essays 
comes near to giving the boiled-down 
wisdom of his long experience; his 
"pitches" in Hyde Park; and his actu
al living of the Gospel in St. Pancre~s, 
London slum, among the poor. WIth 
exquisite irony but with the kindliness 
of a saint (if that is a paradox make 
the most of it), it's great fun to have 
this lovable old priest prove the city 
is the proximate occasion of sin
and theologically he makes a mighty 
good case' if one were minded to. dis
agree. Back-to-the-Iand or die; and 
wasn't the land man's first and his 
real home before the perfidy of 
scheming traders devoured him in the 
maw of the city? "Economics" is, 
the "learned" economists nothwith
standing, a word meaning something 
-and a great deal-if founded on the 
good life of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

It becomes obvious, if we are to 
endure, that we must break up a,. 
platform of gruesome soul-destroying 
machines to make ploughshares; and 
it should be increasingly evident that 
the slaves of the city and "over
plussed" industrialism must be made 
to recover the inner dignity of a man 
by becoming owners of at least one 
rood of ground. Thank God for the 
Father McNabbs God raises up to 
help keep our compass se~ to sanity, 
and to keep us laughing honest 
laughter, akin to pity, at the antics 
of the intelligentsia. We proffer an 
orchid to the publishers for giving 
us this cogent essay by the great 
English distributist. 

F.S. McC. 

bo YOU KNOW LABOR? 
James Myers. The John Day Co., Inc., 

2 West Forty-fifth st., New York. 
1943. $2.00. 240' pages. 
Jinl Myer's book should be on the 

?esk of every church leader in Amer
Ica. Too many of our urban pastors 
do .not possess sufficient knowledge of 
unl?nism to either speak or act in
teillgently and sympathetically on 
Labor-Industry relations. Very few 
of our rural pastors can fulfill the 
verr . important task of instructing 
theIr farm congregations on the prob
lems of their city brothers. 

Do You Know Labor? read and di
!5ested would help more than a little 
m the fulfil1ment of these important 
needs. . 

L.G.L. 

THE SHEPHERDESS 
By Arthur Wentworth Hewitt. Wil

lett, Clark & Company, 37 West 
Van Buren Street, Chicago, 1943. 
193 pages. $1.75. 
The heroine of this original and 

absorbing book is not a character 
of fiction nor is she one woman in 
particular, but every woman who is 
the wife of a minister, or intends to 
be one. She is an individual whose 
life will be spent for her family and 
her "sheep" for they Will grow to 
depend much on the willing efforts of 
her hands, brains .and soul. The au
thor, a minister, says, "It is written 
for anyone who will receive it, but 
especially for those young shepherd
esses who go, eager but timid into 
strange new pastures burdened by 
the greatness of the task, but loving 
it, longing to do it well." 

Here is good counsel galore and 
guidance for "the shepherdess" if 
she can take it, and if wise, she will. 
She may wince when made to see her
self as "ithers" see her, because the 
author minces no words and leaves no 

. stone unturned to illustrate his point, 
sometimes in a jocular vein and 
sometimes with a tinge of sarcasm, 
but never preaching. Also included 
is some excellent advice for the 
shepherd. 

B. P. 

FARMING FOR SECURITY 
WiUiam B. Duryee. McGraw-Hill Book 

Co., Inc., New York. 1943. $2.00. 
250 pages. 
A recommendable book of 19 chap

ters.Good rural life philosophy. Sim
pie. explanatory material on the many 
phases of a small farm. It is par
ticularly suitable to the eastern part 
of the United States. L. G. L. 

SYNARCHISM 
The New Hope of the Mexican People 
Mt. Angel College, Mt. Angel, Oregon. 

1943. 25c. 40 pages. 
English translation. A complete 

summary of the program and prin~ 
ciples of Synarchism. 

HANDBOOK OF CATHOLIC AC
TION STUDENTS 
Eugene S. Geis8ler. Catholic Action 

Students, Notre Dame, Indiana, 
1943. 23 pages. 25 cents. 
Concise and usable. The book, 

by the author of Catholic Action 
Farmers, is divided into two parts: 
A Statement of Principles of Cath
olic Action, and Directions for Pro
cedure. Everybody should read this 
pamphlet to become familiar with 
cell technique. The directions are 
based on experience--simple, easy to 
follow and to put into practice. 

O.M.B. 
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THE CHRISTIAN STATE 
Augustine J. 08gniach, O.S.B., Ph.D. 

The Bruce Publishing Company. 
1943. $1.75. 356 pages. 
Another good Bruce book emanat

ing from St. Martin's, Lacey, Wash
ington. 

Chapter vm The Individual and the 
State interested us most. It is sub
divided into five parts. Part II, Right 
of Private Property; Part m, Neces
sity of Private Property. The argu
ments are well expressed. There are 
two points we wish might have been 
developed more fully: 1) What con
stitutes real ownership--security of 
tenure, management or legal paper 
ownership? (2) What is the differ
ence between productive and con
sumptive property and which kind is 
necessary? 

Of Society and of the ChUrch we 
are inclined to ask this question: If 
ownership of property is so highly 
desirable and necessary (and we 
firmly believe it), why do we seem 
so engrossed in seeking to improve 
an industrial-urban system which at 
its best still leaves the masses of 
people in the propertyless proletarian 
class? 

L.G.L. 

WISCONSIN'S CHANGING 
POPULATION 
A Bulletin of the University of 

Wisconsin 
A brochure of 90 pages, in 9 chap

ters, giving most interesting data. 
A study worthy of perusal and pro
vocative of deep thinking, because of 
its implications .to the Catholic group, 
locally and natlOnally. 

We wish such studies were made 
by our Catholic Universities. 

L. G.L. 

OUR JEWISH FARMERS 
The Story of the Jewish Agricultural 
SOCiety 
Gabriel Davidson. Kingsport Press, 

Inc., Kingsport, Tenn. 1943. $2.50. 
280 pages. 
There are perhaps 90,000 Jews on 

American farms. Their number is 
slowly increasing. They are mainly 
owners. They are good farmers. 

The Jewish Agricultural SOCiety re
ceived its charter in 1900. It has been 
aided by the Baron de Hirsch Fund. 
During the years of its existence it 
has fulfilled quite well the purposes 
for which it was established: "The 
encouragement and the' direction of 
agriculture, the removal of persons 
from crowded cities, the grant of 
loans to mechanics, artisans and 
tradesmen, aid in the acquisition of 
houses in agricultural and industrial 
districts; the removal of industries 
from tenements and shops from 
crowded sections to country districts, 
and the encouragement of coopera
tives and cooperative undertakings 
both agricultural and industrial." 

Leaders in the Rural Life field 
would do well to have the book in 
their library and to keep in current 
touch with the work of the SOCiety. 

L.G.L. 
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ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF INDUS
TRIAL DECENTRALIZATION 
No.8 Aquin Papers. 
Franz H. MueUer, M.B.A., Dr. Rer. 

Pol. The College of St. Thomas, 
St. Paul; Minn., 1942. 92 pages. 
25 cents. 
The table of contents includes: Why 

Large-Scale 'Industry? Disadvan
tages of Industrial . Expansion and 
Centralization; and Facts and Falla
cies Concerning Centralization in In
dustry and Trade. The author does 
not stop, however, with pointing out 
the defects of the present system. 
He turns to decentralization and dis
cusses new aspects of size and loca
tion in industry, and the desirability 
-of combining home and factory work. 

O.M.B. 

A LIVING FROM THE LAND 
WiUiam B. Duryee. The World Pub

lishing Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 1943. 
49c. 189 pages. 
It costs only 49 cents at The Union 

News Shops. Two hours of light 
reading. It contains some good sug
gestions, not complete and not thor
ough. There is a good bibliography, 
but it is not up-to-date. 

The "Do's and Don'ts" at the end of 
each chapter are worth framing. 

L.G.L. 

WARTIME FARM AND FOOD 
POLICY 
The Iowa State College Press, Ames, 

Iowa. 1943. 20c each. 
A series of pamphlets outlining the 

relations of food to the war effort. 

Instructions .for Teachers. 
lions for Fishers. Instructions 
Helpers. (02c each) are leaflets ':., 
tell how many parishes and 
sions have successfully conducted 
religious vacation schools. These 
and other CCD materials may be 
obtained from: 

The National Center of the 
Confraternity of Christian 

Doctrine 
1312 Massachusetts Ave •• N. W. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

NOW IS THE TIME to order 

You have no flour mill

You have no wheat-
Send for information. samples and recipes. 
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You want to use real flour

Make honest bread-
Eat the breakfast food •• ,. 
that will make you as s-t-r-o-n-g as POPEYE. 

For any lover of rural life 

A Most Readable Book 

Full of quotable quotes 

LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY'S 

Quantity purchase made by the 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 
CONFERENCE 

To make it available to members and friends 

at the cost of printing. Paper cover. 

25c. Stamps accepted. 

GET THIS BOOK: READ IT: GIVE COPIES 

TO YOUR FRIENDS 

HOl-GRAIN MilLING COMPANY 
161 W. Wisconsin Ave. 

MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 
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