
h1y 
St. 
tln. 

mt 

ng 
11-
fe. 
it. 

tholic 

stian 
p. by. 

and 
want 
dlOle 

s. 

can 

: 11 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE' 
UI 

"" Z 
UI • UI .... 
Z o 
"" UI .... -... ... 
= :::» • 
"" -... o 
::c 

8 ... 
~ 
Z 
o -~ :z 
..... 
::c ... 
.... 
o 
z 
o -8 -... 
aa 
:::» 
A. 

~ • ..... 
== ~ :::» o 
~ -"" -.... .... 
~ 

BULLETIN AUGUST20 • 1941 

VOLUME 4 NO~ 3' 

DEDICATED TO T.,.E ACHIEVEMENT OF -ECONOMIC 

SOCIAL SPIRITUAL SECURITY FOR RURAL AMERICA 

J~ 7JJ4 Juue - - -
Family LiFe and Catholic LiFe-S. R. Pleasants 

Cooperation in the St. Louis Archdiocese-Rev. Rue/olph B. Schuler 

The Debt of the City to the Country-Dr. O. E. Baker 

The Church Goes Hunting in the Country-Rev. E. D. Roche, CM. 

The ConFraternity and Rural-Urban Relationships-Rev. Leon A. McNeill 

ConFerence Affairs-Rural LiFe in the Press-Rural Literature 

12.00 PJ;R YJ;AR • ~oc Dt:D ~nDY 

I 
I 



THE CATHOLIC RURAL 

LIFE BULLETIN 

Vol. 4 -Issue of August 20, 1941 - No.3 

OFFICIAL QUARTERLY PUBLICATION < 

" "-
National Cath.,lic Rural Life Conference 

• 
Dedicated to the achievement of economic, social, 
and spiritual security for American agricu I ture. 

Dates of issue- February 20, May 20, 

August 20, November 20 

Two Dollars per year - SOc per copy' 

• 
Editor-Rt. Rev. L. G. Ligutti, LL. D. 
Associate Editor-Mr. Alphonse J. Matt 

Editorial Advisory Board: Most Rev. Aloisius 
J. Muench, D.D., Dr.S.C., Bishop of Fargo and 
Episcopal Advisor-Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, 
D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Bismarck, President
Rev. James A. Byrnes, LL.D., Lakeville, Minn. 
-Rev. John La Farge, S.J., New York, N. Y.
Rev. Joseph P. Donovan, CM., J.C.D., St. Louis, 
Mo.-Rev. Rudolph B. Schuler, Krakow, Mo.
Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan, Wethersfield, Conn.
Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B., Ph.D., College
ville, Minn.-F. P. Kenkel, LL.D., K.S.G., st. 
Louis, Mo.-Wm. Bruce, Milwaukee, Wis.-Gra
ham Carey, Cambridge, Mass.-Albert and 
Susan Eisele, Blue Earth, Minn.-Pauline Rey
nolds, Fargo, N. Dak.-John Treacy, Ph.D., 
Milwaukee, WiS.-Florence Hynes . Willette, 
Delavan, Minn. . 

Publication Office: 128 E. 10th Street, St. Paul, Minn. 
Editorial Office: S2S Sixth Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 

Member Of Catholic Press Association 

• 
Entered as second class matter November 27, 
1939, at the Post Office at st. Paul, Minn., 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

DESIGNED, PRINTED BY THE WANDERER PRESS, ST. PAUL 

FAMILY LIFE AND CATHOLIC LIFE 
s. R. PLEASANTS 

I AM A COUNTRY PASTOR ---------------------__ _ 

CULT, CULTURE AND CULTIVATION ___ . 
WILLIAM GAUCHAT 

COOPERATION IN THE ST.: LOUIS ARCH· 
DIOCESE _______________________________ J ______________________ -__ 

REV. RUDOLPH B. SCHULER 

AFTER THE ANNUNCIATION (Poem) 
EILEEN DUGGAN" 

RED MOON (Poem)' --------------c------------------------
VERA CIRCLE 

THE DEBT OF THE CITY TO THE COUN· 
TRY _______ c ____ ~ _________________________________________ ----------- 71 
DR. O. E. BAKER 

BOYS IN THE GRASS (Poem) 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

NOTES AND COMMENTS ________________________ 74·75 

THE CHURCH GOES HUNTING IN THE 
CO UNTR Y ____________________________________________ ~_________ 76 
REV. E. D. ROCHE, C.M. 

THE CONFRATERNITY AND RURAL-
URBAN RELATIONSHIPS ______________________________ 79 
REV. LEON A. McNEILL 

BIG CITY MAGAZINE TALKS COUNTRY 82 
CHARLES H. MELISH 

CONFERENCE AFFAIRS ______ ~ _________________________ 84 

RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS ______________________ 87 

. 88 RURAL LITERA TURE ----------------------------------

• 

w 

ists, 
that 
tant· 
can 
the 

IH 
tiat 
bed 
tact 
bee: 
th~ 

f TH 



• 

i3 

FAMILY LIFE 
AND (ATHOLI( LIFE 

WHA T is the greatest educa
tional institution in the 

world? The pulpit? the parochial 
school? the Catholic college? the 
Catholic press? the classics? Of 
course not. It's the home. 

Who are the most influential 
people in the world? The priests? 
the street-corner preachers? the lec
turers, writers, editors? the teach
ers and professors? The answer is: 
Mothers and Fathers. The special
ists, of course, will never admit 
that there is anything more impor
tant than their specialty, so we 
can hardly expect them to admit 
the ego-deflating, fact that, they 
must take, a back seat when a 
group of just plain parents come 
in. 

Is the irreligion, the indiffer
ence, the materialism of our times 
the result of false philosophies and 
subversive propaganda? Can we 
trace all our troubles back to 
Luther, Descartes, Kant and Rous
seau? Philosophers, authors, writ
ers, intellectuals in general will say 
yes, for they naturally believe that 
intellectuals,good and bad, are the 
most influential people in changing 
cultures. They are right, of course, 
in the logical order. As a man 
thinks, so he is. But they are not 
right in the chronological order. In 
the order of time, the Christian 
way of life comes before the Chris
tian doctrine and is its foundation. 
If the child fails to learn the Chris
tian way of ,life,' it is not always 
because his parents have lost con
tact with Christianity-it may be 
because they have lost contact with 
their child. ' 

Religion is in decay fundamen
tally because the home has ceased 
to be an educational institution. 
Those who ascribe the decay to 
philo,sophical difficulties have 
missed the essence of Christianity. 
Christianity is not a philosophy. 
It is a tradition. St. Irenaeus 
proved it some seventeen centuries 
ago. That tradition is twofold: it 
is a traditional doctrine, and a tra
ditional way of life. And the really 
important fact, the most tremen
dously important fact in religious 
psychology, is the fact that people 
do not begin to lose hold on Chris
tianity as a traditional doctrine 
until they have already lost it as a 
traditional way of life. 

'Here is the agrarian thesis in a 
nutshell: the world has not only 
lost the supernatural-it has even 
lost the natural basis for the super
natliral. Every tradition has its 
chain of tradition. For Christian
ity as a traditional doctrine that 
chain is supernatural: the Aposto
lic succession of Pope and Bishops. 
But the link in the chain of Chris
tianity as a traditional way of lift: 
is something natural, in fact the 
most natural thing in the world, 
the family. A chain is no stronger 
than its weakest link, and the 
whole tendency of the modern era 
has been to make the family, the 
link, as weak as possible. As Pius 
XII expressed it: "The stress cf 
our times, as well external as inter
nal, material and spiritual alike, 
and the manifold errors with their 
countless repercussions, are tasted 
by none so bitterly as by that 
noble little cell, the family." 

TH,E CATHOLIC RU,RALldFE~I)LlETIN ::' AU~U~T'I'HI 

In the particular context of that 
quotation, the Holy Father was 
mainly concerned with the effect 
on the family of a totalitarian 
political system. But the descrip
tion can be applied, mutatis 
mutandis (and not a great deal of 
that) to the effect on family life 
of the present totalitarian eco
nomic system which is euphemis
tically known as industrialism. 
The urbanization of society, 
which has been effected so thor
oughly by industrialism, has been 
the condition, now as in ancient 
Greece, ancient Rome, and medi
eval Europe, for the decay of fam
ily life and the decay of religion. 

How is city life connected with 
the decay of family life and the 
decline in religion? There are facts 
and there are theories. Perhaps the 
facts should come first. 

The enormously greater fre~ 
quency of divorce in the cities has 
sbmevalue as a criterion. In 1930, 
19 per cent cf city families were 
broken by divorce, 14.3 per cent 
of small-town families, and 8.1 
per cent of country families. But 
divorce is only the last and fin,ll 
stage in the urban disruption of 
family life. After all, as long as 
the wife and children are econom
ically provided for, it doesn't make 
a great deal of difference-in the 
city-if Father lives at home or 
not. His chief contribution to his 
family is reading and writing
reading the paper at the end' of the 
day, and writing the checks at the 
end of the month. 

The scarcity of children in the 
city is a symptom of something, 
too. Cities never reproduce them
selves. 'Even at the present birth 
rate (which we have every reason 

a 

The farmer's c:alling is a sac:red c:all
ing, bec:ause he is c:ollaborator with 
God in c:ontinuing the work of His 
c:reation. 

Bishop Aloisius J. Muench 
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to suspect will keep falling) for 
every 10 adults in the citv there 
will be 7 in the next gener~tion. 5 
in the third, and 3.5 in the fourth, 
a decline of two-thirds in a cen
tury. For the country the rate 

runs: 10, 13, 17, 22, g1vmg an 
increase of 100 per cent in a cen
tury, Applying that to the Catho
lic population (surveys have 
shown that the Catholic birth rate 
follows the general trend rather 
closely) we can make this estima
tion. Of the present 21 million 
Catholics· in the U. S. A. about 
16 million live in the city, 5 mil
lion in the country. Alssuming 
what is very probable, that the 
number of annual conversions, 
even at its present high of 75,000, 
. just about makes up for leakage 
from the Church, we can make the 
following guess about the probable 
Catholic population in 2041: In 
the cities, one-third of 16 million, 
or 6 million; in the country, about 
double 5 million, or 11 million: 
total, 17 milliori, a net loss of four 
million Catholics in the next cen
tury. Obviously this is a problem 
of grave concern to both Church 
and nation. But this quantitative 
phase of agrarianism's relation to 
Catholic life is not its only phase. 
I am primarily concerned with its 
qualitative effect. 

Now to link up the influence of 
urbanization on family life with 
its effect on religious life. All rural
urban sociologists, whatever their 
interpretations or personal faiths, 
recognize that city life, both now 
and always, leads to a decline in 
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religion. Sorokin and Zimmerman 
summarize ther chapter on 'Rural
Urban Religious Culture' with the 
concl usion: "If the theories of this 
chapter are correct, the real menace 
to historical Christianity, once an 
urban (Roman) development, is 
this same urbanization of society." 
Their theories are based on data 
which show 3 to 10 times the 
proportion of unchurched, free
thinkers, and agnostics in the city 
as in the country. 

Sociological statistics cannot 
hold a candle, however, to the 
findings of a city pastor himself, 
who has made the comparison of 
city-born and country-born Cath
olics his life avocation. Father M. 
V. Kelly, C.S.B., of Toronto, did 
just that.· His findings, as he 
reported them to the Ecclesiastical 
Rev£ew in 1915 and 1931, pre
cipitated a cloud-burst of rhetoric
from his fellow -priests, but not a 
drop of data to contradict his con
clusions. Father Kelly's method 
was practically fool-proof. It did 
not compare urban and rural Cath
olics, but Catholics living in the 
city who had the same religious 
opportunities, but differed in the 
circum,stance of cou11itry or city 
rearing. He did not deny that there 
are splendid Catholics in the city. 
He simply asked where these splen
did Catholics came from. His the
sis was startling, his data equally 
startling, and his conclusions even 
more so. His thesis was: 

"This article aims at supporting 
a theory that life in a large city 
invariably and inevitably tends to 
undermine the faith. We go so far 
as to say that there are no city 
Catholics; that a population of 
city Catholics left for three or four 
generations without any recruits 
whatever from country districts, 
would certaintly be in the last 
stages of irreligion and indiffer
ence; that for the most part the 
splendid examples of piety and 
practice which we witness in our. 
city parishes, if examined one by 
one, will be found to be of people 
who either come from the country 

themselves -or' of the 
those who have come 
~ry districts." 

Of the data he marshalled . 
defense -of his thesis, some . 
pIes were particularly striking. 
of 356 married women in his 
parish, ~5 5 we.re of country, 
101 of C1ty reanng. Out of the 255 
country-reared, 4, or 1.6 per cent 
missed Mass habitually; out of t~ 
101, 47, ?r 46.5 per cent missed 
Mass hab1tually. At a particular 
mission on which he kept accur
ate check, the city-reared men, Who 
constituted about 40 per cent of 
the parish, made up 95 per cent 
of' those who stayed away from 
the mission. The well-known fact 
that rural Catholics, who make up 
only one-sixth of the total Cath
olic population in this country, 
supply one-half of the religious 
vocations, might here be included 
with Father Kelly's data as point
ing in the same direction. 

Six of his 12 general conclusions 
which are especially significant can 
be summarized as follows: 

1. Of exemplary Catholics met 
in 30 years of city parish work, 
three-fourths carne from country 
or village, and of the remaining 
fourth, practically all were chil
dren· of country people . 

2. Church organizations de
pend absolutely on country-bred 
people for their existence. 

3. Children in parish schools 
giving satisfaction in every way are 
usually children of country-bred 
parents. 

4. The great majority of indif
ferent Catholic parishioners are of 
city origin. 

5. Parents who send their chil
dren to school without having 
taught them even the Lord's 
Prayer are almost invariably found 
to be of city rearing. 

AUGUST 1941 THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 



of 
In-

In 
tn
IUt 

ty 
Ild 
i5 
It, 
he 
ed 
ar 
r
IO 

)f 
It 
n 
:t 
p 
1-

r, 
IS 

d 
'. 

. The proportion of children 
up outside the Church; 

. of whose parents had been 
a practical Catholic, is much 

than generally supposed. 
one-time Catholic parent 

in nearly every case is 
rearing and the offspring of 

ctty-reared parents. 

:i~' The problem then is to find 
J()me connection between the fun
damental characteristic of city life 
and the break with the Christian 
tradition. A city, of course, is sim
ply a concentration of peopl~ in .a 
small area. That concentratlOn IS 

!hade possible by specialization 
a~ci specialized institutions: the 
factory, office, store, school, thea
ier, etc. Is specialization a good 
ihing? Yes, if you are concerned 
6nly with the immediate object of 
y,;mr specialty. The worker who 
Ilas specialized in some part of the 
assembl y line ought to be more 
efficient than an ordinary black
smith on that particular job; the 
executive who specializes in coor
dinating trade should be better at 
it than the farmer who takes but
ter to market on Saturday; the 
teacher who specializes in geogra
phy ought to be able to do a better 
job of teaching it than the mother 
of a family. Capitalistic society has 
specialized in work as economic 
activity, in work whose one func-

., tion is to increase the sacred pile 
of material wealth. As a result we 
have achieved the most marvelous 
efficiency in wealth-production. 
What's wrong with that? Noth
ing, if you think that wealth-pro
duction is the only function of 
work. 

: Against all the concrete achieve
ments of the factory, the school, 
and MGM, the agrarian advances 
only a disgustingly abstract argu
ment. The factory has specialized 
in wealth-production; its results 
are tangible and comfortable. The 
school has specialized in informa
tion and mental skills; its results 
are easily observed in the ability 
of our people to read the newspa-

,- per, and anyway, we are not 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

Though the National Catholic Rural Life Conference concerns it
self primarily with the Cathoiics on the land, it does not seek to 
win from them any undeserved privileges. There are so many 
conflicts and bitter antagonisms between various groups and 
classes in the world today that no peace-loving country pastor 
would have the least inclination to cause even a slight new dis
cord in this troublesome, warring world. 

It is therefore, with no wish to stir up any controversy but rather 
to create mutual, amicable relationships between the farmers and 
their urban brothers in Christ, that we call attention to the con
tributions made by those residing on the land to the material, 
cultural, and spiritual welfare of the ~ity dwellers. 

It may be puerile to stress the obvious dependence of the city 
upon the farm for its necessary food. But it is a fact which does 
not lose any of its importance by the disdainfully waggish remark 
that these victuals can all be bought in plentiful amount in bottles 
and cans in the corner grocery or the basement delicatessen shop. 

For many years now the cost of living, at least as far as the price 
of food was concerned, has been rather low because ofthe farmer's 
generous contributions. Had he used the cost accounting methods 
of industry, insisting upon a fair earning for his Invested capital, 
allowing for depreciation and overhead, and sundry other charges, 
and the methods of labor, demanding shorter hours and higher 
wages, the rise in the price of food commodities would have elimi
nated many of the luxuries which for some metropolitan denizens 
have been the standards of a false superiority over the humble 
country folk. 

What happens to the price of a quart of milk from the time it 
leaves the farmstead and is placed on the steps of the city bunga
low? What accounts for the sudden rise in value of a pound of 
wheat leaving the farmer's granary"and its appearance in a di
verse colored, cello-wrapped package of breakfast cereal or loaf of 
bread? We know the specious answers that would be given to 
these questions, but the farmer by not computing all the costs 
and services lowers the initial price of food and thereby constantly 
makes a SUbstantial contribution to the city consumer. 

Not only does the country feed the cities but it also contributes 
liberally, (although for some of us, reluctantly) of its people. ~Every 
year there come to the cities many of the youth of the land. The 
country brought them up; sent them through grade school, and 
oltimes to high school. The cities are not burdened with the cost 
of their education but enjoy the assets of their services. Some go 
to college or the universities, their expenses paid by hopeful par
ents on the farm. Few return to render their service in the com
munity whence they came. . Perhaps only in time as the cities 
become more aware of their constantly dwindling birth rate will 
this contribution be more fully appreciated. 

Farm families accustomed to expend greater efforts in their daily 
toil, their lives more free from the enervating luxuries, satisfied 
with fewer comforts and less ease, enjoying the simpler pleasures 
of life, are more inclined to make greater sacrifices and give more 
generously to church and school, to missions and charities. Con
sider their number, allow for their limited financial means, and 
then compare the contributions of the average country parish 
with those of the large city congregations. 

All this is said not by way of complaint but merely to show that 
the farmer, grateful for God's munificence, shares unselfishly 
these blessings with his brother in the city. 
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allowed to forget its benefactions. 
Recreation has been put on an effi
cient basis; magnificent and gen
uinely artistic spectacles are pro
vided by the movies, the radio, and 
the specialists in football, baseball, 
etc. The agrarian could not deny 
these facts if he wanted to; in fact 
he does not even need to consider 
them, for they have nothing to do 
with his argument. 

For the agrarian, the by-prod
ucts of work are immeasurably 
more important than its products. 
Work in an industrial society has 
exactly one function for the great 
majority of men: it produces mate
rial goods and nothing else. In an 
agrarian society, work not only 
keeps body and soul united, but 
also keeps the family united, and 
develops both body and soul, one's 
own and one's children's. Family 
work is the most important school 
of Christian virtue. Yet under 

industrialism the cultural and spir
itual values of work, its intellec
tual, educational, social functions, 
have been sacrificed to the mere 
material values which work cre
ates. 

Modern education, according to 
Chesterton, is founded on the 
principle that parents are more 
likely to be cruel to their children 
than anybody else. I might add 
that it is also based on the principle 
that ideas are more important than 
ideals, and that it is more impor
tant to know your facts than to 
know your father. Abstractly, that 
last assumption might even be true, 
if it did not turn out that if a per
son doesn't know his father, he 
doesn't know his faith, and if it 
weren't a fact that the influence of 
Mother Church upon a person's 
character is directly proportional 
to the influence of his mother upon 
him. Children get so. much school-

ing nowadays that they never have 
time to get a Christian education 
because there is only one place t~ 
get a Christian education_at 
home. 

The urban family is neither a 
community nor school, religious or 
otherwise. The parish school can 
give information, but not forma_ 
tion; the parish church can give 
gratia, but not the natura which 
grace presupposes. In trying to 
work overtime to make up for the 
fami! y' s deficiencies, they only 
make it more difficult for the fam
i1y to operate at all. 

The world is not religious 
because the family is not a relig
ious community. The family is not 
a religious community because it is 
not a community at all. Urbaniza
tion has broken the natural link in 
the chain of Christian tradition, 
and no artificial substitute can hold 
the chain together. 

CULT I CULTURE AND (ULTIV ATION 

EVERYONE knows what a 
farm is. (Or does he?) 

But when you mention farming 
commune eyebrows are raised and 
then lowered in'a frown. It sounds 
awfully odd, communistic, in fact. 
And if a person is found with suf
ficient patience to listen to the idea 
behind the farming commune, he 
invariably condemns it as idealis
tic. A farming commune is a farm; 
it is a community; and it is ideal
istic. 

Peter Mall/rin (co-'f'ounder of 
the Catholic Worker with Do.ro
thy Day in 1933), in his plan 
for social reconstruction based on 

the Papal encyclicals and the les
sons of history, always based it 
on a three-fold program: round 
table discussions, houses of hospi
tality, and fanning communes. 
These three are: clarification of 
thought, the works of mercy, and 
cultivation of the lands and craft,s 
-cult, culture, cultivation. 

In almost the first issue of the 
Catholic Worker, November, 
1933, Peter Maurin wrote in orie 
of his Essays: : 

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
SOCIAL ORDER 

The Holy Father and the Bishops 
ask us 

to Reconstruct the Social Order. 
The Social Order was once con

structed 
through dynamic Catholic Action. 

When the Barbarians invaded the 
decaying Roman Empire 

Irish m~ssionaries went all over 
Europe, 

And laid the foundations of Medi
eval Europe. 

Through the establishment of cul
tural centers, 

that is to say, Round Table Dis
cussions, 

Through free guest houses, 
that is to say, Houses of Hospital

ity, 
they popularized the divine word 

of Charity. 
Through farming colonies, 

> that is to say, Agronomic Univer- j 

sities, 
they emphasized voluntary pov

erty. 
It was on the basis of personal 

Charity, 
and voluntary poverty 
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• that irish missioriaries '. 
laid the foundation of the so~ial 

order. 

"Agronomic. University" was 
,too much. It was verily Greek for 
: the average man,. and in Septem~ 
ber, 1934, Peter ended a similar 

'essay with these lines: 

'Through Farming Communes 
the Irish scholars 

'made workers out of scholars' 
and scholars o:ut of workers. 

Roundtable discussions have 
been discussing for eight years all 
over the country; and Houses of 

• Hospitality have sprung up in 35 
major cities from coast to coast; 
and, at the present time there are 
nine Catholic Worker farms. i.e., 
Farming Communes. The Catho
lic Worker found a desperate sit

,uation and its movement is an 
answer to it. In all the large cities 
there were, and are, great numbers 

, of unemployed men, poor families 
· crowded in sl urns with insufficient 
food and clothing. There was no 
employment possible for them and 
only inadequate government poor 
relief. The House of Hospitality 
is the answer to the immediate 
needs of the poor; and the farm~ 
ing commune seemed the answer to 
the problem of providing human 
employment and independence for 
those poor who would take the 
step. The farming commune . is 
more than an employment move
ment, like a private WPA or work 
camp; it is a whole philosophy of 
life, embracing the economic, 
social. cultural and spiritual. 

1. The unemployed need free 
~ent; they can have that on a farm~ 
rng commune. 

2. 'The, unemployed need free 
,fuel; they can get that on a farm-
ing commune. 

3. The 'uriemployedll~d free 
food; they can raise' that ona 
farming commune.' :~ .. 

'4. The ,unemployed ne~ci tb 
'acquire skill; they can do ithat on 
a farming commune. 

5. The unemployed need, ,to 
,imprbve their minds; they can do 
,that, ana fanning commune. 

, ·6. The unemployed need spir~ 
)tual'guidance; they can have that 
ona farming commune. 

~ So one sees' that the farming 
commune is idealistic-.-but also 

. ,realistic-there is a grave problem 
to be solved: hungry men, women 
and children to be fed, clothed and 
sheltered. And there' is the land, 
the mother of all living. Butman 
is a creature of body and soul,and 
needs mental and spiritual food
man do~s not live on bread alone. 
Man is a social creature, a member 
of the Mystical Body of Christ, 
and hence the farming commune 
endeavors to fill all these needs of 
man. Instead of individual. single 
families working alone for subsist~ 
ence on lonely farms, there is a 
community of like-minded fami~ 
lies and persons working together 
towards' a common goal. It is a 
Christian community working 
together for a' full life on earth and 
heaven hereafter. 

In April of 1936 the first land 
for a farming commune was 
bought-forty acres of hilly land 
at Easton, Pa., seventy miles from 
New York City. In the next 
five years farms were secured by 
other Catholic Worker groups in 
different parts of the country: 
Upton, Mass., in June of 1938: 
the Detroit farm, at South Lyons, 

• 
The Cure of Ars gained the good will 

of a careless people by his ability to 
discuss intelligently with them their 
farming enterprises. 

Bishop Edw, V. O'H.,. 

n • 
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'Mich.,lli ,September, 1938: the 
Cleveland farm in March, 1939: 
Burlington, Vt., farm at Colches~ 
ter, in April, 1940; Rutland, Vt., 
September, 1940; Minneapolis 
fartn at Akron, September,,1940; 
arid the St. Louis farm at Henley, 

. Miss., in the same month. In size 
,these farms, range from forty to 
two hundred and thirty' acres. 
, : During these years the pages of 

the Catholic W Oiker . carried 
accounts 6f various rural resett1e~ 
ment projects: Granger,' Ia., Father 
McGoey's colony at King, Onta~ 

. rio, and Father Terminiello's St. 
Teresa village in Greenville, Ala. 
There was a farn1 page '. with 
accounts of the struggling progress 
of the farm at Easton. And there 
were stories of the evils Of com ~ 
mercia1 farming. The farming 
commune was becoming the big 
pOSItive side of the' Catholic 
Worker movement in every city. 

As pbverty was the mark of the 
House of Hospitality so was pov~ 
erty the mark of the first farms. 
Dilapidated buildings, no equip~ 
ment, no animals, and. 'the land in 
almost every case poor and worked 
out. Without the almost fool
hardy' faith of Catholic Worker 
leaders the prospect was impossi
ble. At Easton the forty acres of 
hillside were poor, and' the first 
year there was insufficient water to . 
care for the needs of the few men 
who first lived there. Land was 
turned by an ancient Ford truck 
pulling a borrowed plow. With no 
money the buying of seed was a 

. major problem. All the cultivation 
was done with a hoe. The courage 
and faith and resourcefulness of 
the first settlers were the cause of 
survival the first years. The neigh~ 
boring farmers had many a laugh 
at the inept amateurs, their meth~ 
ods and boundless enthusiasm. 
Visitors from the city who had 
expected to see a flourishing com~ 
munity with rolling green fields 
and fine white buildi.!ng,s found 
simply a Catholic Worker farm in 
its beginnings. There was much 
criticism both from within and 
without. 
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The farm at Upton. Mass .• had 
similar difficulties and the crown
ing calamity came when the hurri
cane of September. 1939. leveled 
all the buildings save the farm 
house. Cleveland's farming ven
ture began in fifty acres of wilder
ness. overgrown with sumac and 
blackbel)ry. An old. lame horse 
pensioned by a rag-peddler and a 
broken hillside plow completed the 
'outfit: There were no buildings 
except a ten by twelve shack raised 
by the men. 

To an outsider all these farm-
· ing ventures were utter and roman-
· tic nonsense. Any successful farmer 
will tell you that farming requires 
many acres of good. fertile land, 
good equipment worth thousands 
of dollars. a good team of horses. 
a herd of cows, chickens, hogs 
barns, coops and houses to cover 
the animals and harvest. But to 
men and women who have lived 

.. in the desperate poverty of the city 
slums, who have seen the depths 

of human misery and degradation. 
the thousands of hungry men and 
women who every day for years 
came to the House of Hospitality 
for a cup of coffee and a bowl of 
soup and a piece of bread, there is 
a different standard of essentials. 

· There is also the courage and the 
endurance that comes from bitter 
poverty. There is the vision of the 
land and its fruitfulness. The pov
erty of the country can never be as 
bad as the poverty of the city, and 
the former can be tragic enough. 

· After five years how is the 
experiment of the farming com-
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mune working out? Sticking to 
sober fact, one may say that it is 
working out well. One can say 
that it is thriving considering the 
inexperienced personnel before the 
project began. the lack of equip
ment, the str1.!ggle year after year 
to add necessary tools, the slow, 
natural increase of flocks and 
herds, the necessity of restoring the 
fertility of worn out soil. Work
ing with patience and faith. keep
ing time to the slow. majestic rhy
thm of nature. progressing with 
faith. good works. and good hard 
work. the Catholic Worker farm
ing communes are approaching 
entire independence from outside 
help. Already they have aided a 
number of families to a new way 
of life and have spread a good mes
sage of hope and independence 
with the promise of a new society 
within the shell of the old. 

Consider Easton. the Maryfarm. 
It is now seventy acres. with a 
population of twenty-two persons. 
including six families. There are 
a good team of horses. a half dozen 
cows. thirteen goats. a dozen hogs. 
three barns. the farmhouse for the 
single men. and a house for each 
family. There is also a chapel 
where Mass is said whenever a 
priest is present which is quite 
often during the summer months. 
It is true that entire subsistence 
has not been achieved as yet and 
some help to the small community 
must be given. but each year this 
help grows less. 

Consider Our Lady of the Way
side farm, Avon. O. In February. 
1940. it was seventy acres of 
neglected land. The only building 
was a barn slanting perilously and 
open on four sides. Today there 

. is an eight room farm house and 
another four room house. The 
barn has been rebuilt and painted, 
as also a large chicken house. A 
small chapel is now under con
struction. Thirty-five acres are 
under cultivation, half of which 
was manured and limed this year. 
The stock includes a team of 
young horses, eight milk goats, 
four sheep, three hundred chick-

ens, and two hundred 
Twelve men are now living on 
farm and plans are drawn up 
four houses to take care of 
number of families to take up 
dence there within a half 
There is every indication that 
farming commune will be 
self-subsistent this year. 

Ten acres of overgrown 
yard are being reclaimed. 
spring fifteen hundred red and 
white pine and five hundred syca. 
more were set out. A blacksmith 
shop fully equipped and a com
pleted work shop with drill press 
was built of stone. The handcrafts 
are well under way especially 
woodwork and woodcarving. It 
was the work of the crafts that 
enabled the members of Our Lady 
of the Wayside to furnish the ini
tial investment for necessary toels 
and equipment. Thus, with a cem
bination of farming and hand
crafts the progress has been phe
nomenal. and a free and indepen
dent and fully human life is within 
the grasp of these few men whe 
knew only poverty. distress and 
contempt in the city. 

And so it is in varying degrees 
with other farming communes ·ef 
the Catholic Worker througheut 
the country. With prayer. faith, 
courage, hard work and vision the 
members of the various Cathelic 
Worker gt;oups are working 
towards that new Christian soci
ety within the shell of the eld 
industrial civilization which has 
cramped and crippled so many 
helpless victims. On the land there 
is freedom. there is security, there 
is human employment. The farm
ing commune-using the tech
nique of voluntary poverty, 
prayer, work and cooperation, 
using the land for diversified, sub
sistent farming. cultivating the 
handcrafts, employing credit 
unions and cooperatives for com
munity security, each family su

. preme on its two or three acres, 
yet a member of a Christian com-

. munity and their lives centered in 
the Mass-this is the ideal and the 
vision becoming reality. 
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COOPERATION IN 
THE ST. L.OUIS ARCHDIOCESE 

THE priests of the archdiocese of 
St. Louis had assembled at Ken

rick seminary early in June for 
their annual retreat. On an after
noon during the recreation hour a 
group of the Fathers fell to dis
cussing the widespread drouth. 
One of the younger country pas
tors expressed grave concern for the 
people of his small, impoverished 
parish. "It looks like another year 
with the holes in the church roof," 
he remarked sadly. 

At the evening recreation period, 
however, his confreres observed a 
much more cheerful attitude, and 
the ,young priest gladly volun
teered the explanation that during 
the afternoon he had been called 
to the room of the director of the 
new diocesan Rural Life Confer
ence. To his amazement, he 
related, the director had inquired 
about conditions in his parish, and 
when informed of the leaking roof 
had stated that the Conference 
would provide a new roof, if funds 
permitted. 

"But,'; objected another coun
try pastor, "you have no assur
ance, only an 'if.' " "I don't care 
if I don't get so much as a shin
gle," the young pastor replied. 
"The mere fact that someone in a 
better position than I am is inter
ested in me and my poor people is 
encouragement enough." As a :rp.at
ter of fact, the new roof was put 
on the church a few weeks later. 

Back of this incident, which 
took place several years ago, and 
hundreds more of a like character 
which have occurred since, is' the 
story of the Rural Life Conference 

in the archdiocese of St. Louis
the story of the vision, the solici
tude, the apostolic zeal of the great 
Archbishop of St. Louis, and of 
the generosity of the clergy, the 
religious, and the laity of his dio
cese. 

The St. Louis Rural Life Con
ference, as the diocesan bureau is 
known, was organized early jn 
1934. The success attained in the 
seven and one-half years since then 
would not have been possible, 
however, had it not been for the 
foundations laid and the work 
accomplished over a long period 
previous to that time. 

Archbishop Glennon is fre
quently referred to as a builder. A 
magnificent cathedral, monumental 
seminaries, numerous churches and 
schools, and a wide variety of 
charitable institutions provided 
and erected under his administra
tion amply entitle him to be 
known as such. But Archbishop 
Glennon is a builder in another 
and higher sense; he is the builder 
of a strong Catholic life in his 
diocese. To effect this he realized 
that a special interest and concern 
for the rural sections of his juris
diction were necessary. 

Although the metropolitan in a 
great city, His Excellency has 
always recognized the important 
contributions of the countryside to 
the physical and spiritual develop
ment of the city and of the nation 
as a whole. In fact, the Archbishop 
years ago anticipated the back-to
the-land movement by establishing 
Catholic colonies in Southeastern 
Missouri. His priests, even as semi-
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nari,!ns, have repeatedly heard 
their leader discourse on the depen
dence of the Church on the hin
terland. 

Little wonder then that the 
founders of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference turned to 
St. Louis in 1923 for their ini
tial meeting. The counsel and 
encouragement given by Arch
bishop Glennon figure largely in 
the history of the Catholic Rural 

. Life movement in America. 
Late in 1933 the Archbishop 

commissioned his newly conse
crated auxiliary, the Most Rev. 
Christian H. Winkelmann, S. T. 
D., now Bishop of Wichita, Kan
sas, to organize a diocesan Rural 
L~fe buteau or conference. The 
Auxiliary accordingly laict _pla!1~.!. 
and on February 22 of the' fol
lowing year the new Conference 
was established. 

The archdiocese of St. Louis has 
nine rural deaneries; eight of them 
are strictly rural while one includes 
the large suburban ar?a .lbout the 
city of St Loui~ as well as some 
rural ter.dtory. Each of the Very 
Keverend l/eans was named chair
man of the Rural Life Conference 
in his InLticula~ neighborhood, 
and another priest appointed as 
secretary tu attend to the detail 
work in each deanery. 

The deanery representatives 
assist in administering some of the . 
services inaugurated for the rural 
priests and their flocks. There is, 
for instance, the Land Location 
bureau through which farmers and 
rural people are directed to prop-

(Continued on page 68) 

You Are Invited - - -

To attend the 19th 'annual conven
tion of the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference at Jefferson City, 
Mo., - - October 4-8. 

See Back Page For Details. 
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AFTER THE ANNUNCIATION 
"Mary the Maiden. walked out into the country. 

Telling the wheat what the angel had told her; 
,The bees tumbled out of the flag-flowers to listen. 
. The birds stopped their fledglings and told them to hear her. 

'A woman in blue with wheat to her knees 
Mid a silence of birds and a stillness of bees. 

<Singing; "Golden oh golden. with seedsprays unfurled. 
.. , • Ripen within me. 0 Wheat of the world." 

Mary. blue-wimpled. walked out in the country, 
Telling the vine what none other must know yet; 
The butterflies yearned to her hems as to harebells, 
The flowers of the bushes fawned softly upon her .. '. 

A woman. gold-wet, with rainbow eyes, 
. . And a border of living butterflies. 
. Singing "Purple. oh Purple. with the tendrils close curled. 
.,Ripen within me 0 Vine of the world." 
,.' . -Eileen Duggan 

(Continued from page 67) 

ertynear churches and schools. 
Advertisements are inserted in 
various Catholic and farm papers 
c'alling attention to the service. 
Some pastors, making use of Con
ference facilities. have set up local 
bllteuas with the help of their par
ish men. Farms soon to be avail
able an! reported and those inter
ested in new localities are notified. 
One parish, through this means. 
increased its' school enrollment 
from 15 to 45 and has since added 
a junior high school, while 
another parish augmented its 
enrollment from 44 t~ 81. 

Other activities include the pro
motion of various movements 
intended to develop an apprecia
tion of farm life. Essay contests, 
patterned after those of. the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference are conducted, and farm 
children are especially encouraged 
to take .part. The 4-H clubs have 
been endorsed and recommended to 
the younger rural residents. The 
various forms of assistance in favor 
of agriculture by State and Fed
eral Governments are studied and 
analyzed, and advice is offered by 
the Conference leaders to Catholic 
farmers through their pastors. 

The study and establishment of 
credit unions and other forms of 
cooperative endeavor have been 

. encouraged. and rural priests are 
offered assistance in fostering dis
cussion clubs among their people 
for the consideration of any meas
ures intended to promote rural 
welfare and strengthen Catholic 
rural life. 

In addition many other interest
ing and effective services are 
directed and administered by the 
diocesan office in St. Louis. The 
Most Rev. Archbishop has author
ized his Rural Life director, at first 
Bishop Winkelmann, and since 
1940, the Very Rev. Msgr. Leo J. 
Steck, to collect and distribute 
funds for the promotion of the 
religious and spiritual welfare of 
rural people and for the dev.elop
ment of rural parishes and areas. 
In the brief span of seven and one
half years a quarter of a million 
dollars has been allotted to the 
rural m~ssions. 

Quite properly, the primary 
concern .of the Rural Life Confer
ence has been the religious instruc
tion of the children in the rural 
areas, particularly those who are 
denied the privilege of an educa
tion in a parochial school. Accord-

ingly some 40 to 50 rural vacation 
schools each year care for approx
imately 1.500 children. The vaca
tion schools in missions without 
parish schools are organized in 
such a way that the immediate 
objective is fulfilled. and also that 
parochial schools may be founded 
as soon as conditions warrant. 

To supplement· the four to six 
week religious vacation schools. 
weekly, semi-monthly or monthly 
follow-up classes are arranged in 
the majority of the parishes having 
no parochial schools. Sisters' from 
neighboring parishes and missions. 
and sometimes from distant places • 
visit such localities regularly to 
remind the little ones of the les
sons learned during the summer. 

As a result. eleven schools have 
been provided and three addi
tional schools will be opened this 
fall. In reality. mOire than this 
number of parishes has been 
equipped with school facilities. 
since some of the newer schools 
have been built to. accommodate 
the children of neighboring con
gregations as weH as those of the 
local parish. One such school serves 
six parishes and missions. 

The Conference has provided 
both school and convent in seven 
localities, and either school or con
vent in four other parishes. The 
three schools to open in fall are to 
be made possible by the erection of 
two new school buildings and by 
purchase of an old public school 
building for parish purposes. 

The value of the efforts to build 
up parochial schools in the country 
has already been appreciably dem-
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onstrated, The first parish school 
to be provided by the Rural Life 
Conference was opened in 1934, 
with an enrollment of 28 children, 
Today that number has increased 
to more than 70 in the school of 
what was generally regarded as one 
of the poorest parishes in the dio
cese, Since 1934 it has become nec
essary to enlarge the chu.rch as well 
as the school, and in June of this 
year an assistant was assigned to 
help the pastor care for his parish 
and mi~sion. 

When a school was opened in 
another small mission, not a few 
persons questioned the wisdom of 
assigning two nuns to teach the 
original eleven pupils. The enroll
ment after four years, however, 
has climbed to more than thirty. 

One of the early parishes aided 
by the Conference was located in 
a community where the few poor 
Catholics were regarded with dis
dain by the otherwise prosperous 
people. However, after a parish 
school had been established. it 
achieved such an enviable reputa
tion that it now has more than 20 
non-Catholic pupils. some of them 
children of the leading families in 
town. 

The archdiocese of St. Louis 
embraces a goodly portion of the 
Ozark country, a territory noted 
for its scenic beauty. the quaint 
customs of its people. its high 
birth rate. but not for its Catholi
city. Two parishes near the south
ern border of the diocese were long 
regarded as offering little or no 
prospect for development. In 1935 
one of these parishes was given a 
new. attractive church. 

Not long after this an old build
ing was remodeled to serve as a 
school and convent. Then fol
lowed an addition to the rectory, 
all accomplished with the aid of 
the Rural Life Conference. The 
results of these improvements are 
indicated by the fact that a third 
priest has been assigned to the mis
sion, and an addition to the school 
will be required by September. 
These poor missions, once the 

fear of priests. are now prospering. 
not in the sense, that they can 
maintain themselves entirely. but 
in that they are growing continu
ously. extending their influence 
and helping to evangelize a coun~ 
try long known to be un-Catholic. 

An indispensable factor in the 
development of rural Catholicity 
has been the provision for school 
bus service. The diocesan Rural 
Life Conference was instrumental 
in securing the passage of legisla
tion permitting private school 
pupils to ride in public buses. But 
before this law was enacted. and 
to a considerable extent even now. 
the Conference has furnished trans
portation for children attending 
parochial schools. Second-hand 
buses were purchased. and trucks 
and even ambulances were con
verted into school buses. although 
now as far as is possible new 
equipment is procured. At least 
24 parishes have received assistance 
for buses. 

Buses do not constitute all of 
the rolling ,stock of the St. Louis 
Conference. This past year the 
Blessed. Philippine Duchesne 
chapel car. dedicated to the first 
Beata of the diocese. was put into 
service. This is a church built on 
wheels, on a truck chassis. While 
it can accommodate a number of 
people inside. it is arranged so that 
the entire back of the car becomes 
an extended platform and the port
able altar is placed here. An ampli
fying system. with a built-in gen
erator and record attachment. 
makes the car ideal for street 
preaching purposes. 

A large trailer. to be drawn by 
a passenger sedan. has been simi
larly equipped and will be put into 
service very shortly. Quite recently 
the Conference acquired another 
still larger trailer, together with a 
Studebaker tractor. This. too, will 
be prepared as a trailer chapel. 

The raising of rural health 
standards is an objective of Catho
lic rural leaders. The St. Louis 
Conference during the past year 
published a series of articles to 
focus attention on the rural health 
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situation. Its recommendation for 
a motor health clinic to serve the 
Missouri missions resulted in the 
gift of a $12.000 tractor and 
trailer combination. which is to be 
fitted up as a medical and dental 
diagnostic clinic. The trailer. 
equipped as it is with an air-con
ditioning system. built-in radios 
and telephones, its own light 
plant, stove. refrigerator. and 
water system, can be adapted very 
satisfactorily to the purpose for 
which it is now destined. It is 
intended the new motor clinic will 
operate in conjunction with the 
chapel car and trailers. and that it 
will visit missions where vacation 
schools are in progress. 

Many indeed are the opportuni
ties to help rural people and their 

The Ireat rural interests are human 
interests, and lood crops are of IiHle 
value to the farmer unless they open 
the door to a lood kind of life on the 
farm. 

Theodore Roosevelt 

parishes. The improvement of 
existing church property. for 
instance. has more than an eco
nomic value. The church and its 
associated buildings are represen
tative of the Catholic Church in 
the community. and the appear
ance of the buildings is frequently 
indicative of the state of religion 
in the locality. Priests often report 
a changed attitude on the part of 
non-Catholics after parish plant 
improvements have been made. 

Approximately 70 rural mis
sions have received assistance for 
repairs and improvements. Altar 
supplies, altars. pews, and various 
church furnishings have been 
donated. to permit the poorer mis
sions to give more appropriate 
honor to God. Seven congregations 
were enabled, with Rural Life 
help. to erect new churches, four of 
the parishes receiving aid after dis~ 
astro~ fires. In addition. three 
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new missions we~e assisted in con
structing their first buildings. 

The establishment of 14 paro
chial schools was referred to ear
~ier. Twenty~three schools have 
been given asistance, some of them 
repeatedly, for the payment of 
teachers' salaries, supplies, etc. One 
parish was enabled to add to its 
school, and another was helped to 
replace its old school building. 

The rural Negro has not been 
overlooked. A splendid school is 
maintained for one Colored con
gregation. Two churches, with 
school and catechetical facilities 
have been erected for the Colored, 
and a site has been procured for 
another Negro parish. 

Our readers would naturally be 
inclined to inquire about the 
method of financing the St. Louis 
program. There.are no assessments 
and neither are there collections 
designat:ed by diocesan authority. 
His Excellency, the Most Rever
end Archbishop, has repeatedly 
endorsed the Conference program, 
and he himself sets a very generous 
example. Archbishop Glennon's 
preaching of a Catholic Rural Life 
philosophy for many years has dis
posed his clergy and his people to 
help and cooperate in a work dear 
to their beloved shepherd's heart. 

Funds are obtained from the 
better situated city and country 
parishes, from members of the 
clergy, from the religious institu
tions, from the laity, and from 
Catholic societies and organiza
tions. Some parishes have agreed to 
donate a definite amount each year. 
Last year, for example, nine city 
parishes each gave $1,000 or more, 
while others donated smaller sums. 
The money is taken from surplus 
funds in the church treasuries or 
is provided through special collec
tions arranged by the pastors; 
sometimes a social function helps 
to raise the gift. While the money 
is usually advanced for general use 
by the Confererice, certain parishes 
prefer to have their donations 
applied to· a particular place, to 
their adopted "rural babies." 
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Many of the rriests are pleased 
to offer persona assistance, some 
of them recalling their own days 

. in the poor missions, while others 
are kindly disposed toward a for
mer curate or a priestly son of the 
parish. Members of the laity, 
thankful for God's goodness to 
them, have shown a willingness to 
cooperate. 

Catholic organizations have 
adopted the work of assisting the 
Rural Life Conference as one of 
their objectives and very generous 
help has been provided through 
such unitied effort. A group of 
Catholic professional and business 
men in St. Louis, on their own 
initiative, have formed the Catho
lic Rural Life Auxiliary. These 
men meet several times a year at a 
luncheon; their annual dues of 
$10 each are applied to some defi
nite project. A Ladies' auxiliary, 
independent of the men's organi
zation, is one of the most generous 
sources of assistance to the Con
ference. 

Seven and one-half years of trial 
and experience have unquestiona
bly demonstrated the practicality 

• 
RED MOON 

Last night 
The moon was red 
As if the blood 

Of useless dead 
Reflected 
On its face. 

Perhaps tonight 
It will be pale 
With horror 
At the sight 
Of stupid man 
Quenching the light 
Of Liberty. 

VERA CIRCLE 

- U 

and success of the St. Louis 
gram. Many of the places 
helped will require 
assistance for a while longer, 
gradual and steady growth 
to stronger and better days 
One need not look to the 
however, to measure the benefits 
the program. Hundreds of 
children are enjoying the 
tage of· a splendid Catholic train~ 
ing, which would not be theirs but 
for the Rural Life Conference: 
Parents are no longer required to 
move their families in order that 
the children might grow up to 
know their God. 

An entirely new spirit is evident 
among parishioners, expressing 
itself in active, cooperative interest 
in the parish and in the Church; 
Missions whose abandonment had 
been suggested have been so 
strengthened that some of them 
now require the services of two or 
more priests. And of equal impor~ 
tance, the priests no longer regard 
country pastorates with apprehen
sion and misgivings, realizing, as 
did the young priest referred to, 
that they have an agency of assist
ance to which they may turn in 
time of need. 

Both the city and the Church in 
the city are destined to profit from 
the Rural Life program. U nmis
takable evidence points to a more 
sympathetic, and more Catholic, 
attitude of the city Catholic 
toward his country brother, of the 
urban member of Christ's Mysti
cal Body towards the rural coun
terpart. The interest in and the 
cooperation with the work of the 
Rural Life Conference 1S ample 
proof of this. 

The future of the Catholic 
Church in America depends in no 
little way upon the strength and 
~nfl!uence of the Church in, the 
country. It is to be sincerely hoped 
that the program described above 
may continue to develop a solid, 
staunch Catholicity in the coun
try, that will redound to the wel
fare of the Church generally, to the 
greater honor and glory of God. 
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THE DEBT OF THE (ITY 
rOTHE (OUNTRY 

.. ~. ;' 

THE cities are indebted to the 
rural country not only for food 

and fibres, but also in large part 
for workers to maintain their pop~ 
u1ation and prosperity, for the 
spirit of independence and individ~ 
ua1 initiative which has character~ 
ized American industry, for belief 
in the widespread private owner~ 
shIp of property which has tended 
toward family security and stabi1~ 
ity of the economic system, for 
democracy, and for religion. 

Workers 

During the decade before the 
economic depression of the thirties 
it appears that about two~fifths of 
the youth who started to work in 
the cities came from the farms and 
villages. About one~fifth were 
immigrants from abroad and only 
about two~fifths were born and 
reared in the cities. During the 
recent decade, 1930~39, the mi~ 
grants from the farms and villages 
to the cities were about one~third 
fewer than during the twenties. 

During the twenties, which 
were more normal years, let us 
hope, than the thirties, over 19,~ 
000,000 people, mostly youth, 
left the farms, according to esti~ 
mates of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. But some 13,000,000 
of these returned to farms, leaving 
a net migration of about 6,300,~ 
000. These migrants from the 
farms had been fed, clothed. and 
educated in large part, at the 
expense of the farming people. It 
costs, apparently, not less than 
$100 a year to feed and clothe and 
otherwise care for a child on the 

farms of the Nation and $50 
annually to educate him or her. 
If it may be assumed that the child 
becomes self~supporting at the age 
of 16, the cqst of rearing and edu~ 
eating will exceed $2,000. Multi~ 
ply this sum by 6,300,000 and a 
rough estimate of over $12,000,~ 
000,000 is reached as the cost of 
this contribution which the farm 
people made during the twenties to 
the progress and prosperity of the 
cities. 

Nor is this all; about one~sixth 
of the farmers died during that 
decade and their estates were 
divided among the children. Half 
of the children had gone to town 
to live and the son or daughter 
who took over the farm, or ,some 
stranger who bought it, had to 
pay these heirs in the cities their 
share of the estate. In many, if not 
most, cases the farm was mort~ 
gaged to do this. These settlement 
payments to urban heirs may be 
estimated as of the magnitude of 
two to three billion dollars during 
that pre~depre~sion decade. The 
amount of interest paid on farm 
mortgage debt, only part of which. 
of course, arose from the settle~ 
ment of estates, has almost doub~ 
led in the last 30 years, despite a 
lower interest rate. It now amounts 
to $350,000,000 a year, more or 
less. This sum would be sufficient 
to intstall a modern bathroom and 
kitchen in every farm house in the 
Nation in five or six years. 

Sometimes all the children go to 
town and the farm is rented after 
the father and mother die. It is not 
possible to separate the rental pay~ 
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ments arising from migration from 
those induced by other causes. The 
total amount of rent paid by farm~ 
ers to non~farmers during the 
twenties, IS estimated by the 
Department of Agriculture at 
$111,000,000,000 and a large 
part of this can be assigned directly 
or indirectly to migration. 

Adding these various items 
together, and allowing for duplica~ 
tion and for reverse currents of 
income, such as State aid to' rural 
schools, urban contributions to 
rural road construction, remit~ 
tances from children to parents, 
etc., it appears that there was a net 
movement from the farms during 
those ten years of the magnitude 
of $20,000,000,000. Two bil~ 
lions a year is about one~sixth the 
gross value of farm products dur~ 
ing those years and one~third the 
net value after cash costs of pro~ 
duction have been subtracted. Pro~ 
portionally this drift of wealth 
from the farms arising from migra~ 
tion has been probably fully as 
large during the last ten years. 
This is a major rea,son why so 
many farming people are poor. It 
is doubtful if any other industry 
coui1d endure such a continuous 
and colossal drain of wealth. 

Ten adults in the large cities 
today are rearing only seven chil~ 
dren-among the middle and 
upper classes only five or six chi1~ 
dren. Ten adults in the farm pop~ 
u1ation, by contrast, are rearing 
nearly 14 children - almost 
enough to balance the urban deficit 
and hold the national population 
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permanently stationary. But the 
reproduction rate in the farm pop
ulation declined 14 per cent 
between 1930 and 1940, accord
ing to the census. This was about 
as rapid as the decline in the urban 
reproduction rate-but, of course, 
from a higher base. Should such 
decline continue, and it probably 
will' for some years yet, the cities 
may soon provide a market of 
declining magnitude for farm 
products-perhaps after the' 
defense activities subside. 

Rural churches share in this vast 
drift of people and wealth from 
the country to the cities. A study 
made of six Protestant churches in 
Indianapolis revealed that half the 
members were born and reared on 
f.:.rms or in rural villages. In most 
Protestant churches of the Central 
West it is probable a similar pro
portion would be found. A rural 
pastor of a church in Ohio once 
told the writer of his discourage
ment upon returning from a sum
mer of study at a university to find 
that eight out of his small class of 
17 young men, the very pillars of 
the future church, had during the 
summer gone to the cities to work. 

The Catholic churches in the 
cities, where about three-fourths 
of all Catholic;s in the Nation are 
found (in part because most of the 
immigrants from southern Europe 
settled in the cities) do not depend 
in the same degree as the Protest
ant churches upon migrants from 
rural territory for the maintenance 
of membership. On the other hand, 
these urban Catholic churches are 
in a more vulnerable situation than 
thli Protestant churches, which are 
receiving a constant accession of 
membership, probably averaging a 
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third of all their members, froin 
the rural churches. 

Half the farm population of the 
Nation is in the South and fully 
one-third, in some States two
fifths, are not members of any 
church. This farm population of 
the South, plus the rural non-farm 
population, comprising only about 
one-fifth of the Nation's total 
population, are contributing about 
one-half of the excess of births 
over deat~s in the Nation. These 
rural people of the South seem des
tined to contribute an increasing 
proportion of the Nation's popu
lation, probably ultimately a dom
inating proportion. Most of these 
rural people of the South are poor, 
and need the guidance, aid and 
consolation which the Catholic 
Church has extended to the poor 
throughout its history. If the city 
churches cast their bread upon 
these waters it may come back to 
them manyfold in future years. 

The Widespread Private 
Ownership of Property 

Despite a half-century of 
increasing farm tenancy-attribut:. 
able in large measure to the factors 
already noted-the distribution of 
wealth among farming people 
appears to be four or five times as 
widespread as among city people. 
It appears safe to say that a major
ity of the people in the cities now 
have no property other than auto
mobiles, two-thirds of which are 
bought on credit, some old fumi
ture and the clothes they wear. A 
Gallup poll report last December 
indicated, in reply to the question 
~"If you lost your present job or 
business and could not find other 
work, how long do you think you 
could hold out before you would 
hav~ to apply for relief?"-that 
1~' per cent of the non-farm peo
ple werre already on relief, that 
25 per cent more could hold out 
one month or less, 19 per cent one 
to six months, 13 per cent six 
months to three years, and 29 per 
cent over three years. The next 
economic depression may last 

longer than SIX months, and its 
implications are ominous. 

The non-farm population con
stitutes now Ipore than three
fourths of the national total. 

The 29 per cent of this non
farm population which, according 
to the Gallup poll, could live off 
their property for three years, plus 
the farm population, most of 
whom in the North and West at 
least could do likewise, are' less 
than a majority of the people of 
the Nation. The proletariat, the 
almost propertyless, appear to con
stitute now a majority. 

A more widespread distribution 
of property is an urgent national 
need. The efforts of the Farm 
Security Administration to help 
rural young men who are' wage 
workers Ito become tenants and 
tenants to become owners, need to 
be supplemented in every feasible 
way by church organizations and 
by individuals who own' property. 
For property is associated with 
sense of responsibility, and sense 
of responsibility is basic to the 
development of personality. 

Democracy 

It is doubtful if democracy can 
long survive among a people most 
of whom are practically property
less. Our Nation today is living on 
the traditions of the past. A major
ity of our old and middle-aged 
people were reared on farms or in 
rural villages, where most of the 
people went to church, and where 
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hard work and thrift were highly 
. e$teemed virtues. A majority of the 
• youth today are growing up in the 

cities, where probably a minority 
of the people go to church, and 
where the luxurious ideals of suc
cess are presented in "glamorous" 
pictures by the Sunday papers and, 
probably more effectively, in the 
advertisements of the weekday 
papers and the monthly maga
:?ines.Apparently half-the people 
~re spending so freely, in part "to 
keep' up with the Joneses," that 
tl;ley have become poor, with 
almost no reserves. They are econ
oinizing also in children; some of 
necessity to avoid slow starvation; 
but some have lost sense of respon
sibility for the reproduction of the 
race. The implications are obvious. 
The details can be read in any 
good history of the ancient Roman 
empire. Democracy in Europe is 
already giving place to dictator
ships •. while wars and poverty 
encompass that continent. 

Religion 

Will America escape? Only. in 
my opinion. if she returns to the 
teachings of the Christian church 
concerning the integrity of the 
family. and the willingness of par
ents to sacrifice for the sake of chil
. dreo. also concerning the basic 
necessity of hard work and thrift. 
and the resulting widespread own
ership of property. I should add. 
of course. the teachings concerning 
love and charity. But unjust eco
nomic institutions may prevent 
this widespread ownership of 
property. The church must. there
fore. be concerned with social jus
tice as well as individual salvation. 

If the Christian church fails in 
this urgent mission. it may con
front the more difficult task again 
-as it did in the Middle Ages. of 
salvaging the advances of science 
and the cultural achievements of 
what is certainly the most produc
tive and opulent civilization in the 
history of the world. and rebuild
ing on the basis of the rural people 
largely-because most city fami-

lies will have died out-a new and 
more enduring culture. 

Among many. yes. most of the 
rural people of the Nation, the 
values taught by the Christian 
church have been long recognized. 
The daily face-to-face relationships 
increase the recognition of mutual 
responsibility. The daily struggle 
to extract a living from the soil 
results in realization of the neces
~sity of hard work and' thrift. 
Moreover. agriculture is founded 
on the reproductive process-the 
seed is sown and brings forth 10 
to 100 fold, the livestock are born 
and live and die. The farming peo
ple think, therefore, in biological 
terms. City people. on the other 
hand. surrounded by machines. 
tend to think in mechanical terms. 
The farmer~s philosophy is funda
mentally organic-the city man's 

philosophy in general. is funda-· 
mentally materialistic . 

The rural people in the next 
few years may make an invaluable 
contribution to the welfare of the 
Nation-faith in' God and in the 
ultimate triumph of truth and love 
in the world. 

Moreover. the farmer sees the 
stars at night and observes the 
progress of the seasons. This leads 
him, as it led the Hebrew proph
ets of old. to thoughts of the Crea
tor .. The' farmer sees an orderly 
universe. a beautiful world. 
silently and majestically moving 
during time measured in geologic 
ages toward a "far-off divine 
event." Commingling as he must. 
more or less. with the modern 
urban world. he returns to the qui
etude of his farm and finds peace 
and satisfaction and faith. 

BOYS IN THE CSRASS 

"There where slim white birches stand on tiptoe 
At the woodland edge and aspens high . 
The maples down, filII length in thigh-deep grasses 
Under bracken leaf-lace-there they lie. 

What are they doing there so strangely quiet? 
What are they thinking that they make no sound, 
These two, who can outrace the hawks dun shadow, 
Pass the hare, outcry the headlong hound? 

Have they learned so soon, the early secret 
Of little russet foxes? Hidden so 
They turn expectant eyes from rock to thicket 
Probing small wild sounds they do not know. 

The schoolroom never sees them so attentive 
But then, no chipmunk titters in its flies; 
No thrushes ever nest upon the atlas, 
No hare goes hipping down the dusty aisles. 

Youth can garner naught more rich, more precious 
Against the years, then hours spent like this, 
Flat upon the earth in secret places,' 
Parting the grass to take the wind's long kiss." 

Florence Hynes Willette 
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Pius XII and Rural Life 

• The Pentecost broadcast of His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII, com
memorating the fiftieth anniver
sury of Remm N ovamm and the 
tenth anniversary of Quadragesimo 
Anno, reiterates the teachings of 
Leo XIII and Pius XI on 'the 
rights of labor, property owner
ship, the functions of the State in 
regard to property, social justice, 
and social charity. Members of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference will, however, be especially 
pleased to find the emphasis in this 
address laid upon the right of the 
individual to direct access to the 
material goods of the earth, the 
relationship between the family 
and the land, and the right of the 
family to a vital space which is 
identified as land and home. 

On the right of direct access to 
the land, the following words 
from the address are significant: 
"Every man, as a living being 
gifted with reason, has in fact 
from nature the fundamental right 
to make use of the material goods 
of the earth, while it is left to the 
will of man and to the juridical 
statutes of nations to regulate in 
greater detail the actuation of this 
right." The Holy Father then 
adds: "This individual right can
not in any way be suppressed even 
by other clear and undisputed 
rights over material goods." 

On the relationship between the 
family and the land, the Holy 
Father speaks as follows: "Of all 
the goods that can be the object of 
private property none is more con
formable to nature, according to 
the teaching of the Rerum N ova
mm, than the land, the holding in 
which the family lives, and from 
the products of which it draws all 
or part of its subsistence. 

"And it is in the spirit of the 
Rerum Novarum to state that, as 
a rule, only the stability which is 
rooted in one's own holding makes 
of the family the vital and most 
perfect and fecund cell of society, 
joining up, in a brillant manner, 

in its progessive cohesion the pres
ent and future generations . 

"If today the concept and the 
creation of vital spaces is at the 
center of social and political aims, 
should not one, before all else, 
think of the vital space of the fam
ily and free it of the fetters of con
ditions which do not permit even 
to formulate the idea of a home
stead of one's own 1" 

A vital space for the family IS 

identified as a homestead, and as 
"land, the holding in which the 
family lives, and from the prod
ucts of which it draws all or part 
of its subsistence." Do we not find 
here an endorsement of the fam
ily-size, owner-operated farm and 
the smaller part-time farming 
homestead for industrial workers? 
The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference has constantly advo
cated both types of farmsteads for 
the spiritual and cultural develop
ment of the family and as a basis 
of security and independence. A 
recognition of the right of the fam
ily to a vital space will effect, in 
the words of the Holy Father, "the 
more favorable distribution of 
men on the earth's surface suitable 
to the colonization of agricultural 
workers; that surface which God 
created and prepared for the use 
of all." The Conference has repeat
edly emphasized widespread own
ership of farmsteads as an antidote 
to Communism and the cure for 
many social and economic ills. 

Vincent J., Ryan, D.D. 

A College Degree for the Farmer 

• As a king once said, "At long 
last." 

Trinity college, Sioux City, la., 
announces a new course of studies 
in Rural Leadership to begin in 
September. The future· farmer of 
America will display in the little 
used recesses of his parlor a college 
diploma stating simply the pro
found fact: "Bachelor of Science in 
Rural Leadership." This step for
ward has numerous and valuable 

.. implications for the future of rural 
Catholicism. 

N 
(0 

In the first place it is a recogni_ 
tion of something that has been 
taken for _granted before it has 
been recognized. Farming is one 
of the liberal arts because it is one 
of the human arts. 

Considering both the position 
of the Catholic farmer in his rela
tion to the Church and the posi
tion of the Catholic liberal arts 
college in relation to both, it has 
long since been time for the college 
(in the words of Dr. Erland Nel
son of the University of Minne
sota) "to accept, rebuild and refine 
one of the oldest, one of the most 
fundamental, one of the most uni
versal, and one of the most com
plicated and difficult of the human 
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arts, namely farming .... It means 
rebuilding the dignity of farm
ing." 

In the second place, what farm
i~g in America has never attained 
and many of the peasantries of 
Europe have ever enjoyed, is a 
rural culture. This lack in America 
is due to two things-the individ
ualism of the farmer and the lack 
of community leadership. 

A sound rural philosophy of 
life such as only a Catholic college 
is able to give because it must be 
based on religion, is perhaps the 
answer to both needs. Farm life is 
by tradition, a Christian life. If 
the farmer has ceased to be Chris
tian, it is because he has first ceased 
to be Catholic. The National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference 
commends most highly the action 
of Trinity college. 

'My Vineyards in the Country' ... 

• It is relatively a short time since 
the United States ceased to be a 
mission country, technically speak
ing. This change of status did not 
necessarily mean that the United 
States ceased to have mission fields. 
Whether many are aware of this 
or only a few does not alter the 
fact that rural America is in need 
of missionaries. 

The first three priests of the 
Society of Home Missioners of 
America have just been ordained. 
Father Howard Bishop, Glendale, 
Ohio, founded the society. We are 
happy that a few more are throw
ing fist and fire into the fight of 
making rural America Catholic. 

The three young priests are the 
first to be ordained to serve in 
"No-Priest Land," and they are 
giving themselves to serve without 
reserve in the mission field of our 
own America. 

That means they'll be working 
in rural America. "The harvest 
indeed is ready, but the laborers 
are few. Come you into My vine
yard." In a two-fold sense you 
will find the vineyards in the coun
try. 

No Sale for Brooklyn Butter 

• Where else but in skyscraper 
paradise would a man be fined $5 
for permitting his cattle to graze 
on the city streets? Where else 
would a man graze his cattle on 
the streets? 

That's what happened to Dan
iel Gregord,witz in {an outlying 
section of Brooklyn where he 
operates a small dairy farm. The 
cows just wandered off to some 
vacant lots. No wonder New York 
City has so few practicing agra
rians. There is a bounty on them. 

But the episode casts some light 
on the cartoon of one New York 
milkman saying to another New 
York milkman, "What do you 
know about it, Joe? I saw a cow 
this morning." 
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The Rural Pastor 

• His vocation is God~given; his 
nobility is from the Sacramental 
imposition of hands; his work car
ries out the instructions of Mother 
Church. He is the representative 
of Pope and Bishop in the outly
ing fields of the vineyard of the 
Lord. The high position of being 
an Alter Christus shared by every 
priest of God is heightened in a 
rural priest by the fold he tends, 
the persons he serves, the families 
he instructs, the community in 
which he lives, the very fields he 
blesses. 

The Most Rev. Aloisius J. 
Muench, D.D., Bishop of Fargo 
and episcopal advisor of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference, delivered an epoch-making 
address, a most beautifully inspir
ing sermon on the nobility of the 
farmer's profession at the sectional 
meeting for farmers, Ninth 
National Eucharistic Congress, St. 
Paul, Minn., June 24, 1941. 

A copy of the address is being 
mailed to every rural pastor in 
America with the compliments of 
our Conference. We hope it will 
actually be read by every priest, to 
every rural congregation, in every 
rural school and that eventually it 
will find its way into every rural 
home in America . 

St. John Chrysostom praised 
the rural priests, who besides 
administering to their spiritual 
flocks, actually work in the fields. 
He said: 

"Each of these men you may 
see at one time employed in yoking 
the laboring oxen, and guiding the 
plow, and cutting the deep fur
row; and at another ascending the 
sacred pulpit, and cultivating the 
souls of those under their author", 
ity; at one time cutting away the 
thorns from the soil with a bill
hook, at another purging out the 
sins of the soul by the Word. For 
they are not ashamed of work .•. 
but they are ashamed of idleness." 
-Homilies on the Statutes xix, 2. 
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THE CHURCH GOES HUNTING 
INTHE COUNTRY 

t~ i). We, C. M. 

IN a small CQu~try t?wn in SQu~h
eastern M1SSQUrl numbermg 

Qnly hundreds in PQPulatiQn a 
very determined inhabitant is seen 
apprQaching a medium-sized 
wQoden bQX which is situated in 

. the apprQximate center Qf tQwn. 
Th~ Qnly decQratiQn Qn this rather 
mysteriQus receptacle is the declar
ative sign ... 'QuestiQn BQx.' The 
inhabitant takes frQm his coin less 
PQcket a crumpled piece Qf paper 
and slips it decisively into. the bQx. 
That same evening this same indi
vidual settles himself in frQnt Qf 
the main stQre. As he sits there, he 
listens to. a.march or two. and 
maybe a Strauss waltz played 
uPQn a public address system set 
up across the \street. When It~e 
music stQPS, he finds that he 1S 
Qnly Qne Qf PQssibly two. hundred 
Qf his fellQw tewnspeople gath
ered tQgether to. listen to. a CathQ
lie priest tell them abQut Mary, 
the MQther ef GQd and to. anQther 
yQung clergyman who. explains 
what is meant by an indulgence. 
SQQn the priest is answering ques
tiQns. As the yQung cleric reads 
Qne, preparatQry to. answering it, 
this particular listener leans fQr
ward lest he miss an impQrtant 
wQrd. As the explanatiQn CQmes to. 
him thrQugh the loudspeakers, his 
eyes dila!te slightly 'in ~urp:rised 
understanding. When it is all Qver, 
he rubs his stubb1ed chin, shakes 
his head in approval, rises slowly 
and walks home .. It is the first 
time he has ever heard a Catholic 
priest talk. Even his own questiQn 
was answered. He had been to. a 
Catholic MetQr mission. 
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Multiply the inhabitants into 
hundreds of thousands, add the 
towns up into the hundreds, 
increase the working, uinits into. 
tens, twenties and thirties and 
spread the States to cover the 
North, South, East and West and 
you have an idea of the extent and 
the growth of the Motor missions. 
The work demands an explana
tien not because it is something 
new, fer it is not; but·because it 
is rapidly growing into one of the 
most important factors in the 
Christianizing of the United 
States. 

We have said that the Motor 
missions are not something new. 
This is true. They are as old as 
Christianity itself. Their newness 
is only in the use Qf the modern 
modes and machines. The funda
mental idea, street preaching, is 
modelled as all else in Christianity, 
after Christ Himself. Jesus went 
from town to. town and up into 
the hi11~ides and dewn to the sea
shore preaching His gospel of 
redemptive love. He stated simply 
the facts of life-supernatural life. 

The actual foundation of His 
Church did not change this mode 
of preaching. No. one locality, no 
one particular church claimed the 
services ef the forceful Paul. Most 
of the towns, large and small!' 
from Jerusalem to Rome, heard his 
strident voice proclaiming the doc
trines of Christ and Him crucified. 
To call Paul anything but a street 
preacher is not to know Paul. His 
talks proved stumbling blocks to 
some and to ethers they were fool-

ishness, but to St. Paul they were 
literally a matter of life and death. 

Down through the ages of the 
Church's history she has had her 
street-preachers. A Vincent Ferrer, 
a Francis Qf Assissi, a Peter Faber, 
a Vincent de Paul. There will 
always be such for the simple rea
son that the command of Christ 
was "go and teach" ... not, "wait 
till they come." 

So the .twen.tieth· century Motor 
mission is not an ecclesiastical 
innovation. It is the same old 
method plus the added convenience 
and usefulness of the motor car 
and the modern loud-speaking 
equipment. The gospel is the same; 
the command is the same; the need 
is the same. These modern mis
siolnari~ go. ferth fulfilling Jt:he 
command of Christ, "Go ye out 
into the highways and hedges and 
compel them to . come in that my 
banquet may· be filled." 

The thought of having street 
preaching in the United States had 
its first conception in England. A 
Vincentian Father, a prQfessor of 
Kenrick seminary, in St. Louis, 
Mo., and a priest friend of his, . 
while visiting London happened 
to listen to the Catholic Evidence 
Guild in action. Here were spe
cially trained Catholic laymen 
explaining the doctrine of Christ 
to the ordinary crowd that gath
ers on street corners or in public 
parks. The surprising thing was 
not that the lectures were being 
given, but rather that the listeners 
were attentive. These poor people 
were interested! The two priests 
asked themselves why the same 
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thing couldn't bt. jOh~ in the 
United States. 

In the summer of 1934 these 
tWO priests gave their first outdoor 
mission in the streets of 'a small 
town in Oklahoma. The reaction 
to the.se talks was watched closely. 
The results were plain. Motor 
missions for the United States 
became a fact. 

To the seminary professor the 
idea of organizing laymen for this 
work seemed difficult, almost 
impossible. Why not organize 
priests themselves, who are official 
teathers of the Church, to carry 
the Gospel in to the street? 

The first such unit was orga
nized in 1935. Two priests cov
ered seven towns in the diocese of 
St. Joseph in Missouri. They 
explained the doctrine of the Cath
olic Church to an average nightly 
audience of two hundred. All in 
all they spoke to well over 6,000 
people during their tour. That 
was the beginning, the results of 
which warranted an expansion as 
large as funds and men and zeal 
allowed. In 1936, six units 

"( worked in three dioceses covering 
40 different towns and talking to 

I 
approximately 48,000 people. 
Eleven units set out in 1937. In 
some cases it was just two priests 
while in others the unit consisted 

, of one priest assisted by tw~ sub
deacons. These 11 units worked 
in five dioceses in Illinois, Nebra
ska and Colorado. This year of 
1937 approximately 80,000 peo
ple heard the Catholic doctrine 
explained. And over 75 per cent 

'" of those listeners were non-Catho
lics. Equal growths are recorded 
for the years of 1938 and 1939 

-
The "Motor Missions" are a "pro

mise that the dream of building a 

stronger rural Church will come true,/I 

Rev. Dr. Edgdr Schmiedeler, O.S.B. -

and 1940. In 1940, 15 dioceses 
were participating in this growing 
apostolate to the non-Catholic. 
Again this year of 1941 nine units 
are working in the archdiocese of 
St. Louis alone. Since 1935 over 
half a million pieces of Catholic 
literature have been distributed to 
the combined audiences of the vari
ous Mission units. As experience 
has shown an audience at least 25 
per cent larger than the amount of 
literature distributed, the total 
number of listeners mounts to the 
staggering figure of 625,000. 

So far we have been speaking of 
units and towns and listeners in a 
rather cold, statistical manner. But 
the figures are important not 
because they are large, but rather 
because they represent a definite 
work being accomplished. 

Just how does a Motor Mission 
unit work? What does it do? The 
work is comparatively simple, 
becau~e of its organization. The 
Mission unit works somewhat 
along the lines of the old theater 
stock companies. While presenting 
one play they were rehearsing 
another for the coming week. 
Thus, the Motor Mission unit 
while giving a mission in the eve
nings in one town is during the 
day preparing another town for a 
mission the following week. On 
Tuesday or Wednesday before the 
beginning of the mission the priest 
with his two subdeacons visits the 
next stand. Their first task is to 
locate a convenient site. Sometimes 
this may be the public square or 
the Court House steps or the park 
or as often as not the street corner 
itself, in front of some store. When 
the location has been decided upon, 
the next step is to get the permis
sion of the owner or the town offi~ 
cials for the use of it. Generally, 
this is gladly given with a touch 
of curiosity and inter~st. It may 
be necessary to get the approbation 
of the mayor or some other official 
to preach in the town at all. Ordi
narily these men are found glad to 
be of assistance and many times 
have helped considerably in intro
ducing the Missioners to the town 
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and the people. The next task is to 
arrange with some nearby store to 
plug in for electricity. This is nec
essary for the lights, public address 
system, microphone and speakers. 
The Question Box must also be 

. situated at some central place such 
as the front of a busy drug ,store. 
When all these things are arranged, 
an order is given to the local 
printer for handbills, posters and 
other advertising material. This is 
the preliminary work of breaking 
the ground and making contacts. 

The Missioners return to the 
town ort the followinr Thursday 
or Friday to distribute: the hand
bills and put up the posters. These 
bills and posters advertise. the com
ing lectures and invite all to come 
and listen to a Catholic priest 
explain the teachings of the Cath
olic Church. The aid of local boys 
is used in distributing the material 
throughout the town. Handbills 
are also sent out to the rural box~ 
holders. In the meantime, one mis
sionary is busy tacking up posters 
on light poles and trees for the 
benefit of passers-by while another 
is visiting the various stores and 
asking permission to place a poster 
in the window. It is not long 
before the town is fully aware that 
something entirely new and dif~ 
ferent is going to happen there in 
the coming week. 

Monday evening, the week of 
. the mission, the street preachers 
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drive into town around 7 o'clock 
and stop at the chosen location. In 
a few minutes the· public address 
system is hooked up and the pro~ 
gram of musical selections begins. 
While the music is being played, 
the men are busy connecting the 
microphone and the lights and 
putting up their portable pulpit. 
At 8 o'clock a priest faces the inter~ 
ested and curious audience, makes 
the Sign of the Cross and begins 
his explanation of who the Motor 
Missioners are and what they are 
doing there. He then delivers his 
regular talk on some Catholic Doc~ 
trine and is followed by on~ of the 
subdeacons who gives a ~ho;rt talk 
on some Catholic practice. When 
the tal~s are over,· questions are 
answered. While the questions are 

being answered by the missionary 
the others are passing out Catholic 
literature pertaining to the subject 
matter of the evening's talks. This 
same procedure continues Monday 
through Saturday. That in brief 
outline is what a Motor Mission 
is and what a Motor Mission does. 

As can be imagined reactions 
are hard to determine and results 
are difficult to measure. The best 
indication, however, is through the 
questions. They tell of the inter~ 
est that is excited and the good 
that is being done. 

Before considering the questions 
of others, perhaps the reader 
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would like to ask one. Since we 
have already cO!ljlidered the how 
and the what of the Motor Mis~ 
sians, the question of the reader 
would probably concern the why 
of them. As has been said before, 
the real "why" lies in Christ's 
command to "Go and teach." But 
why necessarily the country towns 
and why by means of Motor Mis~ 
sions? In other words, what is the 
purpose of these Motor Missions. 

The purpose of the Motor Mis~ 
sion is to explain the teachings of 
the Catholic Church to those who 
are ignorant of them either because 
they have not been taught or 
because they have been taught 
falsely. The Motor MiSflioner does 
not argue the truths of faith. He 
does not defend dogmas against 
the beliefs of opposing Protestant 
sects. He simply explains· Catholic 
doctrine. Though conversions are 
ultimately what he hopes for, still 
his immediate purpose is to dispel 
prejudice. And since this prejudice 
lies particularly in the country 
places where Protestantism is 
strong and Catholic priests few, it 
is in these places the Motor Mis~ 
sioners work. 

The missionary announces the 
truth and acts as a modern fore~ 
runner endeavoring to make 
straight the crooked paths of 
ignorance, error and hate 

That this purpose is being 
attained cannot be doubted. Natur~ 
ally, there are always many ques~ 
dons which are asked merely out 
of curiosity such as, "Why do you 
wear your collar backwards?" or 
"What do Catholics do in 
church?" Many questions have 
their source in false stories that 
have been circulated for years and 
handed down from generation to 
generation as gospel truth, such as 
"Why aren't Catholics allowed to 
read the Bible?" or "Why must 
the Catholic pay for forgiveness 
of sin?" But there are others which 
show that the person is thinking 
and really seeking the truth. For 
example, "Can we be saved with~ 
out the gift of the Holy Ghost?" 

or "What is grace?" or "Will 
explain once more to Us 
ants what the Sacrifice of the 
is?" "I would like to visit 
Catholic Church. Would it be 
right?" "What do you have to do 
to be a Catholic? Please tell me." 
The most satisfying and enCOUr. 
aging are questions like the fol. 
lowing: "I have enjoyed and 
derived much benefit from YOUr 
talks. Sorry you can't stay longer. 
I am convinced that all the lies I 
have heard about the Catholic 
Church aren't true." 

One short week, however, is 
hardly sufficient either to fully 
explain the Church's teaching or to 
counteract years of prejudice. This 
i,s partially satisfied by giving a 
second series of lectures the next 
year to the towns previously vis
ited. A more immediate and a bet
ter way is through the correspond· 
ence course. In each town there are 
always some who wish to know 
more about the Catholic Church 
or who wish to be instructed and 
received. To take care of this the 
correspondence course in the Cath
olic religion wa,s organized as a 
fol1ow~up for the Motor Missions, 

Thus, the modern Motor Mis
sioner carries on the work of 
Christ. From the diary of one of 
them comes thi,s appreciative 
extract: "Thus concluded the first 
lectures on the Catholic Church in 
B. . . . It is fruitful soil. Our 
crowds averaged 200 easily and on 
two nights we exhausted our liter
ature completely. The tenor of the 
crowd was friendly; the attention 
was reasonably good. It is a most 
satisfactory and most heart~warm
ing exhibition of real interest in 
something that has power to inter
est above all other subjects in this 
world., Once again the thesis is 
being proven that all we need do 
or can do is set these great truths 
up where they may be seen by men 
as they cast their friendly glow. 
After that their own brilliance and 
beauty will captivate the hearts 
'and minds of men above the power 
of human ,speech or thought!" 
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CONFRATERNITY AND RURAL
AN RELATIONSHIPS 

catechetical crusade fostered 
the Confraternity of Chris· 

IJU'<.LLU'" is perhaps the most 
apostolic movement in 

the United States at the present 
time. Its importance derives in part 
from the fundamental' character of 
the program which it sponsors-a 
comprehensive program of relig· 
ions education intended principally 

'for the underprivileged; in part 
also from its demonstrated power 
to mobilize the effettive talent of 
the laity for' the promotion of 
Christ's kingdom. No other move· 
ment of Catholic Action in recent 
years has enjoyed such whole,,: 

. hearted patronage of the American 
(bishops; no other has so success· 
, fully stimulated and coordinated 

the labors of clergy, religious and 
laity throughout the country; and 
perhaps no other has been more 
singularly blessed with signs of 

~, that fruitful increase which 
almighty God sometimes bestows 
on works which are pleasing to 
Him. 

There are especially two factors 
in the field of rural·urban rela~ 

'" tionships which we should like to 
emphasize in connection with the 

, Confraternity of Christian Doc· 
trine. The first arises from the fact 
that our highly complex modern 
Social structure has drawn city and 

, country closer together. Distances 
have been annihilated, differences 
have been sublimated, and the 
interests of rural and urban groups 
have become much the same. The 
second has to do with the constant 
and, We might say, inevitable flow 
of resources from the fertile coun. 

tryside to the comparatively sterile 
urban centers. 

Contacts of rural children with 
the city are much more frequent 
than they were in former years. 
The radio carries into the farm 
home news, educational talks, dra~ 
matics, music, etc., from all over 
the world, often the very best that 
the cities can offer. The daily 
newspaper and popular magazines 
put the country boy in possession 
of the same current reading mat. 
ter as his city cousin. Where chil. 
dreh formerly trudged down the 
road to the little red schoolhouse, 
they now often travel in a large 
bus'to the consolidated school in a 
nearby city. In places where sec. 
ondary education was formerly 
considered the privilege of the few, 
it is now taken for granted that 
graduates of the graded schools 
will attend high school "in town," 
even if they must take up residence 
there in order to do so. Rural 
youth who are out of school find it 
quite easy to escape the narrow 
environment of the local commun. 
ity by driving into the city in 
quest of amusement. All of which 
leads us to the conclusion that ear~ 
nest systematic religious instruc. 
tion and moral training of rural 
boys and girls in the home, in 
parochial classes, and in junior dis· 
cussion clubs is necessary if they 
are to meet successfully the chal. 
lenge of the neo~pagan world. 

The Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine may be defined as an 
organization of the laity, enjoined 
by canon law, and enriched with 
abundant spiritual favors, wherein 
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zealous men and women have an 
opportunity to learn and to teach 
Christian doctrine under the direc~ 
tion of their ecclesiastical superiors. 
Normally the Confraternity func": 
tions through parish units which 
have been canonically erected by 
the Ordinary. Practically every 
diocese now has a central catecheti~ 
cal office presided over by a dioce.,. 
san director appointed by the 
bishop. The national center of the 
Confraternity established at N.C. 
W~c. headquarters in Washing~ 
ton, D. c., is administered by a 
national director appointed by the 
Episcopal committee of the Con~ 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
which in turn is responsible to the 
bishops of the United States. 

The plan of organization of 
parish units as set forth in the 
Manual of the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine. published by 
the national center, provides for 
active members and associate mem. 
bers. The active members volun. 
teer for one hour of service weekly 
in one or more of the following 
divisions: Teachers, Fishers, Dis· 
cussion~club Leaders and Mem· 
bers,Parent~Educators, and Apos. 
tles to Non~Catholics. In line with 
its objective of promoting the 
study of Christian Doctrine, the 
Confraternity sponsors a number 
of time~tested activities, e.g., relig. 
ious education in the home, relig~ 
ious vacation schools,' religious 
instruction classes, religious corre~ 
spondence courses, junior and 
senior discussion clubs, inquiry 
classes, radio talks, street preach· 
ing, and distribution of Catholic 
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literature. Let us confine our atten
tion to three important phases of 
this extensive program as it oper
ates in the rural parish-religious 
education of children by the par
ents in the home; religious instruc
tion and moral training of Cath
olic children who attend public 
schools and religious study by 
out-of-school youth. 

Of primary concern in the field 
of religious education is the 
instruction given by parents to 
their offspring in the home. Par
ents, who cooperate with almighty 
God in the procreation of off
spring, have a strict right as well 
as a grave duty to educate their 
children in matters of faith arid 
morals, a task for which Catholic 
parents have been equipped in a 
special way by the graces of the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. The 
first approach to this problem as 
analyzed by Confraternity leaders 
IS to awaken in parents a sense of 
responsibility for the religious 
education of their children and a 
resolution to discharge this respon
sibility. In the country, where 
families are large and where the 
entire way of life tends to draw 
the members of the family circle 
more closely together, it is doubly 
important that the father and 
mother be made deeply conscious 
of their duty to instruct their lit
tle ones. in religion. 

The next step in the field of 
parent education is to train the 
parents, that is, to assist them in 
learning more about the teachings 
of the Church and in mastering 
effective methods by which they 
can teach their offspring. There is 
perhaps no better way to do this 
than by gathering fathers and 
mothers-particularly young mar
ried couples-into small groups 
for a program of cooperative study 
and discussion. The Parent-Educa
tor series of booklets published 
under the .auspices of the Confra
ternity of Christian Doctrine pro
vides ideal material for this excel
lent purpose. 

The third step is the actual 
religious education of the children 
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by the parents. It may sound start
ling to say that this work of Chris
tian education should begin as 
soon as the child is born. I well 
remember how a father of ten chil
dren edified us when he described 
how the sweet name of Jesus was 
whispered into the ears of each 
infant at the time of its first bath; 
how each baby was reborn to a life 
of grace on the very day of its 
birth in the natural order; how the 
holy names were the first words to 
cross the baby lips; how the little 
ones were taught to recognize, to 
revere, and to love Jesus, Mary, 
Joseph, and the other saints 
through the medium of sacred pic
tures and statues in the home-in 
short, how the formation of the 
little ones in Christ begins at birth 
and continues indefinitely. 

As the children advance in years, 
both content and method of 
instruction should keep pace with 
their development. At no time, 
however, are the parents relieved 
altogether of the duty of teaching 
religion to their children while 
they remain under the parental 
roof. Certainly, enrolling them in 
school, where the teacher functions 
"in loco parentis," does not take 
away this responsibility. As a mat
ter of fact, as the children grow 
older and temptations increase in 
number, variety, and intensity, it 
is increasingly important for the 
parents to continue their work of 
religious education. These boys 
and girls must be prepared to meet 
the challenge of a world which has 
largely fallen back into paganism. 

Thousands of Catholic rural 
children are denied the opportun
ity to attend Catholic schools. 
Many who complete the grades in 
the parochial school have no other 
choice than to attend the public 
high school. To these underprivi
leged children the Confraternity 
addresses itself with special solici
tude. Although no supplementary 
program of religious instruction 
can be so effective as education 
given in the Catholic school, nev
ertheless, it must be admitted that 
Confraternity leaders have accom-

plished splendid results in the 
development of a year-round pro
gram of religious education for 
Catholic public-minded students. 
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The heart of this program is the 
religious vacation school, a four_ 
week session held during the period 
of the public school vacation. In 
the vacation school, catechists fol
low a program in which doctrinal 
units are enriched by means of pic
ture study, sacred stories, liturgical 
instruction, moral training, sing
ing, religious art, and even super
vised recreation. Twenty years of 
experience with religious vacation 
schools in all parts of this vast 
country have successfully refuted 
every objection which has been 
raised against the plan of holding meetings 
a month of intensive religious edu- weekly 
cation of the children during the ious corl 
vacation period. A course of study ious' cc 
for religious vacation schools is directly 
available in small manuals pub- father a 
lished by the national center. a basis 

Important ~lso are the weekly the chil~ 
or bi-monthly instruction classes The 
during the school year. The pres- urban 
sure of other studies, extra-curricu- educatic 
lar activities, inclement weather, youth I 
bad roads, sickness, etc., militate 
against the success of these classes 
in the rural districts. In so impor
tant a matter, however, there can 
be no other answer to such diffi
culties than a determined effort to 
overcome them. The question of a 
planned and graded course of 
study, with suitable textbooks and 
instructional materials, will often 
distress the pastor. Manuals pub" 
lished by the National Center place 
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The weekly meetings of high be rel 
school students, who above all s~ch, 
must not be neglected, generally slsten: 
take the form of junior discussion . younl 
clubs. The students read and dis" I' stren~ 
cuss selected materials, and are also Tl 
given an opportunity to ask que~" consi, 
tions and to exchange ideas 1n ! out-c 
regard to current problems. The l migr: 
Confraternity publishes or reco~" ~an 
mends a number of books wh1ch '( in tl 
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aft suitable for use by high school 
st1idents; 

As a rule, rural boys and girls 
at(end high school in nearby 
towns. If they can be induced to 
maintain their contacts with 
Ghurch, priest, and members of 
the parish, they will not so readily 
fdrm associations that are danger
olls. If they continue to study their 
reiigion, they will be less disturbed 
by the evidences of unbelief and of 
sinful conduct which they are sure 
to. encounter in the public high 
school. 

Catholic students in public 
,schools who cannot be assembled 
I for. instruction classes or discussion 
I meetings, may still obtain regular 

weekly instruction through relig
ious correspondence courses. Relig
ious . correspondence lessons go 
directly into the home, where 

, father and mother can use them as 
I a ·basis for personal instruction of 

the children. 
The whole problem of rural

urban relationships and religious 
education, where the out-of-school 
youth group is· concerned, presents 
many interesting ;angles. In the 
first place, the city is close at hand 
for most young people who live 
on the farm. By means of direct 
contact and through the radio and 
the press, the farm boyar girl is 
assailed by the same onslaught to 
religious faith and the decencies of 
life as his brother or sister in the 
city. A program for Catholic rural 
youth should include a definite 
schedule of religious study and ele
ments which tend to foster prac
tices of Christian piety. Through 
Confraternity channels these 
phases of the youth program can 
be readily provided. And with 
Such a program, earnestly and per
sistently fostered in the parish, the 
young people will be guided and 
strengthened in the way of virtue. 

There is the further fact that a 
considerable percentage of these 
Out-of-school youth will later 
migrate to the city. The young 
~an who was known to everyone 
In the rural community wherein 

he dwelt suddenly finds himself 
submerged in the urban masses. 
Few know him, and neglect of his 
religious duties will not even be 
noticed by those with whom he 
lives and works and plays. He will 
probably have a magnificent 
opportunity to profess his faith, 
in practice and by word of mouth, 
but unless he has developed manly 
Christian character and has 
acquired an enlightened mastery of 
his faith while in the country, he 
will hardly prove to be an active 
apostle in the city. 

Many country girls accept 
employment with well-to-do fam
ilies in the city. Often their 
employers take advantage of them 
in regard to hours of labor, wages. 
opportunities for the practice of· 
religion, etc., and sometimes also 
they give an example of daily liv
ing which is quite disedifying. 
These young ladies will have to 
draw heavily upon whatever 
reserves of faith and of moral 
strength they have developed in 
the past. And may we also suggest 
that the Confraternity in the city 
parish might well make this group 
of domestic employees the object 
of a special· program of religious 
study-as has been done by one 
zealous young priest of our 
acquaintance. 

We might extend our treatment 
of the question of rural-urban rela
tionships in the field of religious 
education by speaking of Confra
ternity activities which usually ori
ginate in the city but which reach 
out also to members of rural com
munities. Most of our Catholic 
papers and magazines, for exam
ple, are published in the city, but 
they go into rural homes by ~he 
thousands-which may indicate 
the . importance of including in 
Catholic publications matter that 
is of special interest to rural read
ers, and the propriety of seeking a 
greater percentage of manuscripts 
from those who live and labor ill 
the rural environment. 

Radio programs generally come 
out of the cities, but their offerings 
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enter urban and rural homes alike. 
Catholic radio addresses have done 
much to relieve ignorance and to 
break down prejudice in r.ural 
communities, especially in the 
small inland settlementss which 
have but limited contact with the 
outside world. 

Those courageous priests and 
laymen who preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ on street corners often 
leave the city or town to erect their 
pulpits at a crossroads or in a vil
lage where most of their audience 
will be farmers. The trained expert 
from the city may succeed in 
"breaking· the ice," b"!lt we are 
inclined to believe that apostles 
who live close to their auditors, 
who share their interests and prob
lems, and who are in a position to 
do follow-up work, will in the 
long run lapor more effectively. 

All down through the history 
of the Church catechists have gone 
oue from the better organized cen
ters to teach religion to those who 
live in the small rural missions .. 
Here again zeal and sacrifice may 
accomplish truly marvelous results, 
but the ideal of the Confraternity 
is to select, train, and supervise lay 
catechists in the locality where the 
teaching is to be done and from the 
ranks of the group which is pri
marily concerned. 

In conclusion, let us repeat that 
well organized, efficiently operat
ing rural (~I)nfraternity units will 
not only heIp to preserve and 
~trengthen the faith in the coun.tty. 
but will aso make a significant 
contribution to urban Catholicity. 
both because rural inhabitants 
have many urban contacts and 
because a notable percentage of 
them will later take up residence 
in the city. Catholics in the city 
who are engaged in projects of 
religious education which reach 
out also to people in the rural dis
tricts should bear in mind the pres
ent needs and interests of their cli
entele, but they should also help 
to develop rural leaders who can 
render these same services to their 
neighbors. 



BIG CITY MAGAZINE 
TALKS COUNTRY 

THE statement of editorial pur~ 
pose which stands at the mast~ 

head of each month's issue of Free 
America is notable for its economy 
of expression. It reads: 

Free America stands for individ~ 
ual independence and believes that 
freedom can exist only in societies 
in which the great majority are the 
effective owners of tangible and 
productive property and in which 
flroup action is democratic. In 
order to achieve such a society, 
ownership, production, popula~ 
tion, and government must be 
decentralized. 

Few programs for a revolution 
have been so tersely put. 

As Free America passes the half ~ 
way mark in its fifth year of con~ 
tinuous publication it is appropri~ 
ate to trace the genesis of the maga~ 
zine and to re~examine the chart 
of its course as set forth by Mr. 
Herbert Agar, one of its founders, 
in the original i:ssue. 

The fundamental aim of Free 
America, said Mr. Agar, speaking 
on behalf of his colleagues, is to 
provide a medium in which "to 
express the reborn desire of our 
people to save democracy." Some 
citizens, he pointed out, were 
beginning to see that democracy 
presupposes a certain set of values 
and thaJ1: democratic insdtutions 
are of no importance unleS$ they 
are used by people who cherish 
those values. The first step in the 
new defense of democracy is to 
understand what democracy 
means, in terms of a set of princi~ 
pIes. The second step is to insist 
that society be organized in such 

a way as to support these princi~ 
pIes. 

He then proceeded to describe 
the work of the Southern agrari~ 
ans, a number of men of striking 
abilities-historians, novelists, cri~ 
tics, poets, and economists-who 
in 192 6 and 192 7 had been asso~ 
ciated at Vanderbilt university, in 
Nashville. In the high unpleasant 
noon of Coolidge's second presi~ 
dency,these men began to see a 
vision of a better world, at least 
for the American South. 

The writers forming this group 
declined to accept the dilemma cre~ 
ated by triumphant plutocracy in 
politics, materialism in philoso~ 
phy, and an uncritical worship of 
bigness in economics. They repu~ 
diated all three and began to look 
for a conception of life more in 
keeping with traditional America. 
In their own backgrounds they 
were in touch with the tradition of 
Jacksonian democracy, of the 
farmer;s who pushed west across 
the mountains. The result was I'll 
Take My Stand, a book produced 
in 1930 under the leadership of 
Mr. Donald Davidson to which 
12 of his confreres contributed 
chapters. It was an appeal to their 
own section, a plea for renewing 
the best of the agrarian tradition 
in the South. 

About this time, Mr. Agar went 
to England where he came into 
contact with the English Distrib~ 
utists, who had been trying since 

before the World War to come 
grips with the problem of a fail~() 
democracy. g 

G. K. Chesterton and Hilaire 
Belloc, the first great leaders of 
English Distributism, had been 
fighting the enemy for 20 years 
Mr. Agar quoted Chesterton: . 

"We may say with some truth " 
wrote Chesterton, "that democra~ 
has failed; but we shall only mean 
that democracy has failed to exist. 
It is nonsense to say that the com
plicated but centralized capitalist 
States of the last hundred years 
have suffered from an extravagant 
sense of the equality of men or 
the simplicity of manhood. At 
most we might say that the civil 
theory has provided a sort of legal 
fiction, behind which a rich man 
could rule a civilization where he 
could once rule a city; of a usurer 
who could throw his net over six 
nations, where once he threw it 
over one village .... It emphati
cally is plutocracy, and most 
emphatically not democracy, that 
has caused popular institution~ to 
become unpopular." 

The basis of this Distributist 
picture of the modern world, said 
Mr. Agar, is the belief that eco
nomic institutions must be made 
to conform to political institu
tions. Without economic democ
racy there can be n'either social nor 
political democracy. And this was -
the great affirmation, he pointed 
out, which had brought both the 
agrarian and the Distributist 
groups together, leading both to 
work for a wide distribution of 
private property. 

As to the new magazine, Free 
America, it would not be dogma
tic about the methods of recreat
ing, in terms of modem society. 
the moral and economic benefits of 
a property ~system. The coopera
tives, for example, of which our 
forefathers knew nothing, offer 
one method. But it would be dog
matic in making the statement that 
those benefits. must hie restored. 
Without them there can be no 
democracy. 

\ 
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The great writers on sociology 
of the Catholic Church, asserted 
Mr. Agar, had from the Middle 
Ages always affirmed the basic 
belief of the Distributist and agra~ 
dan groups. And he added: 

"Among the most cogent mod~ 
ern statements of these beliefs are 
the two great sociological encycli~ 
cals of 1891 and 1931. It is no 
wonder, then, that there should be 
many Catholic groups in America 
who have been applying these doc~ 
trines to our political and social 
problell1js. Such organizations as 
the. National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference have for many years 
been preparing the way for an 
internal, moral reformation of our 
democracy-a reformation which 
begins by affirming the principles 
on . which a just and democratic 
society must rest, and which pro~ 
ceeds by insisting that life must be 
organized so as to strengthen and 
support these principles. Free 
America hopes to have the cooper~ 
ation of these men, as well as of 
the many groups in the Protestant 
churches who are fighting for the 
social and moral institutions under 
which America can hope to sur~ 
vive." 

With a further reference to other 
groups and individuals loosely 
allied in the common cause, and 
·for whom the magazine wOlild 
provide a common carrier of ideas 
the statement closes: 

"We do not pretend that Free 
America is prepared to offer a blue~ 
print for the revolution that is 
needed if American democracy is 
to endure. We do pretend to know 
the principles on which a democra~ 
tic society must be built. And we 
do intend to push forward with 
the task of discovering how those 
principles must be applied, and to 

insist that it is the duty of states~ 
manship to adapt our economic 
and political and social institutions 
to the American ideal rather than 
sacrifice that ideal to the common 
flux. On this point, at least, we 
dare to be intransigent." . 

Thus bravely chartered, and 
with adequate financial backing, 
Free America made its initial 
appearance in January, 1937. 

The members of the original 
board of editors were: Herbert 
Agar, Ralph Borsodi, Bertram B. 
Fowler, Katherine Gauss Jackson, 
Chard Powers Smith, and Chaun
cey Stillman. Subsequently Mr. 
Chard POWel:S Smith and Mr. 
Allen Tate, who served for a brief 
period as literary editor, resigned. 
Otherwise the membership of the 
board is unchanged. 

In Ft-e'e America there is pre
sented the somewhat curious phe
nomenon of a periodical rooted in 
agrarianism, published from the 

.largest city in the United States, 
by a group of city dwellers. 

. To answer pointed comments 
which are often made on this score 
it is pleaded that only New York 
City provides a convenient meet
ing place for a group of people 
who, however, close they may be 
in purpose and viewpoint, are 
more often than not widely sep~ 
arated in a geographical sense. The 
fact that four of the editors actu~ 
ally own farms, although they do 
not always occupy them, is offered 
as further evidence that they prac
tice what they preach! 

Each member of the editorial 
board is engaged in some occupa
tion of his own, in addition to his 
responsibilities to the magazine. 
Hence the work of production is 
assigned to the managing editor 
and the editorial assistant, both of 
whom spend their full time in the 
New York office. 

Under Free America's unique 
procedure, each editor must pass 
~pon every major article pub~ 
hshed; two vetoes suffice to bar a 
proposed contribution. On occa~ 
sion the working staff has been 
put to some pains to comply with 
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this requirement but it is a matter 
of record that no member of the 
board, however preoccupied he 
may have been with other con
cerns, has yet shirked his editorial 
duty. 

Because its frame of reference is 
so broadly defined, Free Amert'ca's 
range of editorial interest is wide. 
The magazine is noted for its hos'
pitality to new ideas from what
ever source and to new authors. An 
effort is made to strike a careful 
balance between "practical" and 

. "theoretical" material; hence in the 
same issue may appear a thought
ful essay on education fordemoc
racy, by the president of St. John's 
college, and a report, by the Assist
an~ State Forester. of New Hamp
shlre, on the most effective types of 
woodburning furnaces. 

Some of the authors who appear 
more or less regularly in Free 
America are: O. E. Baker, String
fellow Barr, Baker Brownell, Hi
laire Belloc, Graham Carey, Don
ald Davidson, Francis P. Miller, 
Lewis Mumford, Stoyan Pribiche
vich, John C. Rawe, Peter van 
Dresser, Charles Rumford Walker, 
Walter Prescott Webb, and Mich
ael Williams. 

The question is sometimes 
raised as to the possible influence 
of a journal such as Free America, 
with ~ts limited distribution, rep:
resentmg, as it does, a viewpoint 
~hich, although it is rapidly gain:
mg ground, has not yet achieved 
widespread public acceptance. The 
progenitors of Free America believe 
that such a magazine serves a two~ 
fold purpose: first, as a mediu~ 
for give and take hi the formula
tion of ideas; second, and perhaps 
more important, as the vehicle for 
the orderly written expression of 
ideas which, lacking such a vehicle 
might not find expression at all: 
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THE NATIONAL (ATM-OLIC 

--CONFERENCE 

-Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara' D. D. 
. • '. Honorary President 

Most Rev. Aloysius J. Muench,D. D 
Episcopal Advisor 

:Most'Rev. Vincent J. Ryan/D. Do' 
. . ' . . . President 

Rev. John La Farge/ S~ J. ' -
',:' . First Vice President 

. Rev. Joseph H.Ostdiek . 
Second Vice President 

Rev. Christopher Murray 
'. Third Vice President 

:Rev. Louis N. Zirbes; - - Treasurer 

Mr. frank Bruce, - - -- Secretary 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Luigi G. Ligutti, LL.D. 
Executive Secretary 

.Mr. Eugene S. Geissler 
Ass't to the Exec. Secretary 

Conference Activities 

• Two Summer Schools for rural 
priests and a special speaking tour, 

-sponsored by the Conference, have 
begun and ended since the last issue 
of the BULLETIN. For the success 
of these, the Conference thanks 
and commends especially: Rev. 
'Martin Schirber, O.S.B·., of St. 
John's university, Collegeville, 
Minn., Rev. Gilbert Wolters, O. 
S.B.; of St. Benedict's abbey, 
Atchison, Kans., and Rev. Anth~ 
ony Adams, S.J., of St. Mary's, 
-Kansas. 

Collegeville, Minn. 

• Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B., 
directed the second annual Rural 
Life School for priests at St. 
John's, July I4~24. Forty took 
.active part, representing 11 States, 
.13 dioceses, 1 vica.riate and 1 Can~ 

adian province. Prominent con~ 
-tributors, from beyond the offiCial 
Conference and local circle, were: 
Mr., A. Drummond Jones, Senior 

.' Social scientist of the U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C, 
the Rev. John c.. Rawe,. S.J., 
associate director of . the Institute of 
Social Order, New York City. and 
Dr. Eva Ross, profe~sor of Sociol~ 
ogy, Trinity college, Washington, 
D. c.. 

. Some answers to questions were 
the following: "Stewardship of 
the soil, rich family life, and the 
conception of farming as a voca~ 

. don are ideal characteristics of the 
,true Christian· farmer," "Family 
production by and for the family, 
diversified farming, cooperative 
buying, and education; work, 

'honesty and savings are the only 
ways out," "Batiks and insurance 
companies are becoming alarmed at 
the work people can do themselves, 
for themselves. Credit unions are 
not primarily for charity, nor for 
profit, but for service." 

Atchison, Kansas 

• Rev. Gilbert Wolters, O.S.B., 
directed the first Rural Life Sum~ 
mer School for priests at St. Bene~ 
dict's, July 21~31. Thirty~five 
persons from 11 States and 15 dio~ 
ceses participated. Feature staff con~ 
tributors, from beyond the official 
Conference and local circle, were: 
Dr. Paul L. Vogt, Senior Social 
scientist of the Bureau of Agricul~ 
tural Economics. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D. c.; 
Dr. Joseph Ackerman of the Farm 
Foundation, Chicago, II 1. , and 
Rev. George Hildner, "Savior of 
Soil and Souls," Villa Ridge, Mo., 
who substituted for Dr. Walter 
Lowdermilk, assistant chief of the 

-RURAL 

Soil Conservation Service, 
because of illness. 

Began the final report' from 
Atchison: "Plenty of hard~headed 
discussion characterized the Rural 
Life Summer School. . . . It Was 
very. warm . . . the discussions 
were almost as heated, so that the 
swimming pool was not only, a 
pleasure, but even a necessity." 
Ended the report: "To sum it up : 
briefly ... all who attended, espe· I 
ciall y those who were present for ' 
every session, received a great deal 
of inspiration . to go back to. their 
home communities determined to 
aid their people to achieve a better, 
more secure and more satisfying 
rural life." 

Rural Youth Service 

tribu 
has j) 
book; 
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r Met! 

• The Conference shall continue 
to make available both direction 
and material to all rural youth dis
cussion groups, formed last year or 
to be formed this year. It hopes, 
furthermore, to intensify and spe· 
cialize both its own service and the 
activities of the groups.' Any -
group, lay leader, or priest inter
ested is asked to contact either Pro
fessor Emerson Hynes, St.John's 
university, Collegeville, Minn., or 
Mr. Eugene S. Geissler, 525 6th 
A venue, Des Moines, Iowa. 

G 

While the present issue of the BUL

LETIN is dedicated to the theme of 

urban-rural relationships, we announ

ce the theme of the November issue as 

The Agrarian Program for post-War 

Reconstruction. -\ 
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asistant to Msgr. Ligutti Named 
ac 
iFollowing the Executive com
ntittee meeting of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference in 
St. Paul on June 23, Hi$ Excel
lency, the Most Rev. Vincent J. 
Ryan, D.D., Bishop of Bismarck 
and President of the Conference, 
announced the appointment of Mr. 
Eugene S. Geissler as assistant to 
the Executive Secretary. 

. Mr. Geissler is a native of the 
State of Wisconsin, born and 
reared on a farm near Chippewa 
Falls. He received a B. A. degree in 
Philosophy from St. John's Uni
versity, Collegeville, Minn., and 
also holds advanced degrees from 
the University of Wisconsin and 
the University of Notre Dame. 
While at Notre Dame he was the 
first president of the "Catholic 

~ Action Students" and editor of 
the Leaders' Bulletin. 

Mr. Geissler has also been a con
tributor to many publications and 
has just completed the writing of a 
book on Catholic Action· dealing 
specifically with the training of lay 
leaders according to the J ocist 
Method. 

Speakers' Bureau Speaks 

- • Rev. Anthony Adams, S.J., St. 
Mary's, Kansas, made the circuit 
for the Conference-from Kansas 
to Wisconsin to Iowa to Minne
sota to Illinois to Kentucky to 
Missouri. to Oklahoma and back 
to Kansas (8 States, 16 colleges 
and motherhouses). Some of the 
topics treated . were: "Educating 
Youth for Land Living," "Prob
lem of American Depopulation," 
"Self-education in the Rural Life 
Movement," and "Converting the 
Countryside." 

Reported Father Adams: "Ex
cellent reception all along the way; 
audiences ranged from 50 to 600; 
nearly 4,000 people reached
l1lostly Sist.E!rs who teach in Cath
olic rural schools." 

RURAL TRAVELS 
OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

May 20-With Father M. J. Knespler, the Rural Life director 
for the diocese of Kansas City, we set out for rural missionary trav
els in southwestern Missouri and after a stop at Tipton were greeted 
by a group of priests from the district, very much interested in rural 
life.-For the evening at Higginsville-the guest!;; of Father King. 

May 2I-Off to Montrose for a visit with Father Beeler and neigh
boring priest . 

May 22-Attending the impressive meeting commemorating the 
Social Encyclicals at Kansas City. Took part in evening discussion. 

May 23-0n the Southern Belle to Joplin for another priests' 
meeting and a discussion of rural problem . ......,. In Springfield at a 
gathering of deanery priests. 

May 24-Driving through the Ozarks to Lebanon; the see city of 
Father Knespler. An interesting evening meeting at the mission 
church of Conway with Father Dillon doing the honors. 

May 25-Preached at both Masses in st. Francis de Sales church, 
Lebanon, and drove'to Mary's Home in Willow county for an after
noon meeting; impressed above all measure by the fine young peo
ple. - To Father Larkin'fs, California, Mo., for an evening meeting. 

- May 26-Met with the Lions' club at California's hostelry and 
enjoyed the interest of the non-Catholic group. - To Tipton, Mo., 
for an evening address and discussion-in perhaps the best rural 
parish in the section. Father Breit is the worthy successor of the 
ancient and beloved Father Kueper. 

May 27-A visit to the surrounding farming territory. We are 
becoming convinced that our Catholic farmers are better than the 
average farmers. One need only visit the farm of Tony Lutz and 
family to learn that. To Pilot Grove and the royal welcome of Father 
Luke, O.S.B. He had arranged a picnic supper. A large open-air 
meeting greeted the hitch-hiking Secretary. Had to contend with 
one of the President's fireside chats but apparently farming people 
are more interested in rural life than in the war. 

May 28-Visited the Clear Creek church with Father Martin, 
O.S.B., and to Marshall for the evening-guest of the cordial Father 
Dibbins. Not many at the meeting but interested to learn that there 
are still some Irish farmers at Shackelford. 

May 29-Back again to Higginsville for a rest and for an evening 
meeting of lay people. Very well attended. 

May 30-With Father King on to Montrose for an evening meeting 
on Decoration Day. Nice group of people and priests present. - With 
Father Nicol of Clinton and Father Beeler to Nevada-guests of the 
st. Francis convent and orphanage. Spoke to the nuns and children 
and discussed world affairs. 

May 3I-Visited Father John's "shop"-a very interesting place 
for anyone to see and with very Rev. Mother and Sister Clare walked 
around a well-equipped and well-cared for motherhouse farm-self
sufficiency to the highest degree. We need more motherhouses like 

(Continued. on page 86) 
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RURAL TRAVELS OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

(Continued from page 85) 

that! - By bus to Neosha and to the Hilltop church and rectory of 
Father McGrane. In the evening spoke to a group at the mission 
church of Seneca on the Oklahoma border and on to Karlin arriving 
after midnight. Met with a flashlight by Father Francka, the real 
rural priest of southwestern Missouri. 

June 1-Preachedat both Masses at st. Wenceslaus church and 
from the altar boys found out that they wanted to be farmers 
because "farmers know more." Congratulations boys! You know your 
stuff. - Drove to Pierce City-guest of Father Vogel and a neigh
boring priest--for an afternoon meeting. Splendid attendance and 
interest. - On to Billings for an evening meeting at the public 
auditorium. Well planned and attended-thanks to Father Prender
gast. - By night train from Springfield to Kansas City. 

June 2-Paid my respects to His Excellency, Bishop O'Hara, the 
founder of the Conference. Whenever you think you are working 
hard, think of Bishop O'Hara and then you will decide you are not 
dOing anything. 

June 3-12-Home and on retreat for a change. 

June 13~Heading toward the Northwest. 

June 1S-Mandan, N. D.-Catholic Action meeting. Magnificent 
~rowQ.s--extraordinary interest. 

June 17-Visited Dr. Vaillancourt of the credit unions of Quebec 
at Rochester. - A royal welcome at Mercy hospital for an 8-day stay. 

June 27-Back to the office and to work. 

June 29-to Chicago and Toledo. 

June 30-At 0' aragher, O.-the guest of Father Frommherz in a 
beautiful rural setting. 

. July 1 and 2-A magnificent experience of conducting the Rural 
Life Institute for priests at Carey's famous shrine. 

July 8-11-To Milwaukee and Madison, Wis., for the Town-Country 
Leadership Summer School. Attended some interesting sessions. 
Spoke and took part -in discussions. Honor guest at a luncheon 
'planned by Father HaeusIer and Dean Mahoney. Enjoyed the hos
pitalityof Father Kutchera, chaplain of the university. 

July 14-16-St. John's university, Collegeville, Minn., to attend 
'and speak before the School for Rural Priests. What an inspiration! 

July 20-23---St. Bene~iict's School for Rural Priests, Atchison. A 
surprisingly large attendance from Texas and Louisiana as well as 
Utah. ; I ; 

July 23-24-Jefferson city convention arrangements' meeting and 
yisits to the University of Missouri, Columbia and Lincoln university 
at Jefferson City. 

July 27 to August 2-Teaching at Summer School at the School 
of Living, Suffern, N. Y. 

August 3 to 1S-Visiting personages, people and places in the Que
pec province ... Montreal, Ottawa, Rimouski, Levis, Ste. Anne de 
Beaupre, Senneterre, Aibtibi Settlements, Amos, Lasarre, Noranda, 
Val d'Or and Toronto. A full report of this trip will be given at a 
later date. 

August 19-Attending a large Youth meeting in Carroll, Ia. 

The Most Rev. Aloisius J 
Bishop of Fargo, N. Dak 
Farmers' Meeting address 
Eucharistic Congress in St. 
. Rev. James, J. TomIJlkirls. 

Parish of Reserve Mines, 
Antigonish, N. S., on the 
of an honorary degree from 
vard university: 

Very Rev. Robert J. 
president of Fordham IInl"""'~"'_ 
the reception of an 
degree from Columbia University. 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. George L 
Haxmeier, Lansing, Iowa, upon hiS 
sixty-first anniversary as pastor Of 
Immaculate Conception church 

Miss Margaret T. Lynch on 'her 
appointment as executive ~ecretary 
of the N.C.C.W., succeedIng Miss 
Agnes·G. Regan, who resigned after 
serving 21 years. 

The Very Rev. Malachy P. Foley 
rector of Quigley Preparatory semi~ 
nary, Chicago, on his reception of 
honorary degrees fvom Villanova 
college and De Paul university. 

Miss Linna E. Bresette, field sec
retary of the Catholic Conference 
on Industrial .Problems and a field 
representative of the Department 
of Social Action, N.C:W.C., on being 
awarded the Immaculate Medal for 
distinguished social service. 

Rev. Peter J. Ward and St. Brid
get's parish, Pacific, Mo., on an 
exceptional four-fold parish anni
versary. 

Rev. George J. Hildner, Villa 
Ridge, Mo., in recognition of splen
did work done as "Savior of Soil 
and Souls," at Gildehaus, Mo. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Raith, 
V.G., Minot, N. Dak., on his eleva
tion to the rank of domestic prelate. 

To Rev. George Lewis Smith and 
the four Sisters of Christian Doc
trine, Aiken, S. C., on the comple
tionand dedication of the Horse 
Creek Valley handicraft and wel-
fare center. . 

st. Nicholas parish, Dacada, WIS., 
and the farm community it serves 
on the perfect record of not a single 
mixed marriage in 91 years. 

The Most Rev. James J. Sweeney, 
on his consecration as the first 
Bishop of Honolulu. 

Sister lViary Ambrose, B.V.M., on 
her appointment as president of 
Clarke college, Dubuque, Ia. 

Ife 110. ...... 
The Most Rev. Theodore Rever-

man, Bishop of Superior from 1926 
to 1941. 

Very Rev. Francis A. O'Malley, 
S.J., president of st. Canisius col
lege, Buffalo-a friend of the Cath
olic Rural Life Conference. 
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, Estimated crowds of between 13,-
000 and 15,000 people, Catholic and 
non-Catholic alike, attended a 
series of Rural Catholic Action 
ineetings in North Dakota during 
May and June. They were spon
sored by Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, 
Bishop of Bismarck. At one of the 
youth panel discussions, a young 
farm boy was asked, "Why do you 
want to be a farmer?" Answered 
the farm boy, "There is nobody 
above you except almighty God." 

• 
A press release from the U. S. 

Dept. of Agriculture notes the new
found fact that there is a direct 
connection between nutrition and 
conservation. In the words of R. M. 
Evans, AAA administrator, "im
poverished soil cannot produce good 
food. Just as surely as poor soil 
makes poor people, poor soil makes 
poor diets.'" 

• 
The J. A. C. of France, which is 

the young farmers' branch of the 
J.O.C.; is still active. The war has 
not suffocated it. It is said to have 
halted in the recent years of its 
popularity the exodus of rural 
youth from the farms to the city. 
Some 500 members met recently at 
Limoges, having come from 40 vil
lages. At the Cathedral the, bishop 
?fi'ered his Mass for "this conquer
Ing youth." 

• 
A "return to the, farm" is no 

!onger theory but stark necessity 
In France. The Bishop of Marseille 
has issued a statement not only 
authorizing but encouraging the 
people to spend Sundays and holi
days tOiling in the "workers gar
dens" in the hope that a "veritable 
green belt'; will encircle the city. 

• 
The famous French Archbishop 

Finon recently recalled the "happy 
days" and customs of erstwhile 
peasant France. "At table," the 
Archbishop said, "the father never 
cut the bread until he had made 
the sign of the cross with the point 
Of his kn\ife. Never was a roof 
repaired or an arbor prepared with-

b
out first summoning the priest to 

f
less it. . . . At the crossroads, the 
armer raised a cross. On his way 
~o work in the morning, and return-

h
Ing from the fields in the evening, 
e saluted it. ' 

Some credit union figures: In 
1939-16 credit unions in Ontario; 
in 1941-67 credit unions in Onta
rio. Bad debts in all unions 
amounted to $355, or 3-100 of 1%. 

• 
The Director of Census finds that 

20,000 more babies were born in this 
country during the first four 
months of the present year than in 
corresponding period last year. 

The Census Bureau reveals that 
marriages in the United States in 
1940 was the highest figure ever. 

Total enrollment in the New York 
City School system is expected to 
drop next year, for the first time 
since 1927, to less than 1,000,000. 

193{}-1l,444,390 children under 5 
-30,418,336 women 14-44. 

1940-,-10,597,891 children under 5 
-33,184,085 women 14-44. 

The current generation of wom
en of child-bearing age is repro
ducing itself only to the extent' of 
96 per cent. The rate for urban peo
ple is only 76 per cent; for rural, 
non-farm, 116; and for rural, farm, 
13,6. 

• 
FLEE TO 
THE FIELDS 

Do you know of any family tha.t 
wants to settle on the land? 

An investment in a farm home 
and land is the best insurance for 
person and family. 

There are vacant farms; there 
are farms for sale near a Catholic 
church and school in southern 
Michigan within commuting dis
tance of Grand Rapids. Farms from 
40 to 100 acres. Price per acre $50 
to $80 according to condition of 
buildings. Good lan,d'-good rainfall. 

Write: REV. FRANCISM. 
SCHULTZ, st. Mary's Church, R. 1, 
Byron Center, Michigan. 

Note: T.he "Catholic RuralJ Life 
Bulletin" is pu.blishing this notice 
and will be happy to be of service 
to pastors or bishops who wish to 
have Catholics settle on the land in 
their parishes or dioceses. We are 
not a land settling agency, but we 
are happy to help you make proper 
contacts. 
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From the world's ocean-bound, 
agricultural, "sixth" continent 
came a cable' of praise" from the 
secretariat of Australian Catholic 
Action at Melbourne to the U. S. 
Government for its encouragement 
of homestead farms for industrial 
workers. The statement urged a dis
semination of property ownership 
as a bulwark against the'invasion 
of the inviolable rights of the 
human personality. 

• 
The Granger Homesteads and 

Rev. John J. Gorman, of Assump
tion church, were hosts recently to 
two national groups: The National 
Cooperative Recreation school at 
Iowa State college and the U. S. 
Cooperatives Touring Group. 

• 
st. Joseph's parish, Mt. Sterling, 

Ill.-parishioners, ollie-fourth city 
and three-fourths rural-specializes 
in a rural approach to the liturgy. 
Low Mass, with server alone 
responding, is a thing of the past 
in the parish. All Masses are either 
high Masses or dialog Masses. Two 
hundred fifty missals (Father Sted
man's) are in circulation in the 
parish. Every procession suggested 
by the liturgy is carried out. Roga
tion days are very appropri.ately 
observed. Ember days are always 
read or sung. During Lent there is 
a daily morning homily. Etc. 

• 
A neutral agency in the State of 

Iowa made a study of the attitude 
of the clergy in regard to coops. The 
clergy were asked this question: 
"Do you thillk farmer-producer 
cooperatives are helpful or harmful 
to the agriculture of your commun
ity?" Only 55.7 per cent of the 
Protestant ministers thought that 
the coops were helpful to the agri
cultural community, while 84.2 per 
cent of the Catholic clergy rated 
the coops as helpful. 

• 
Farming will be a much more 

successful business if it be borne in 
mind that it is not primarily a bus
iness at all.-Bishop Edwin V. 
O'Hara. 
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RURAL LITERATURE 

THIS WAY HAPPINESS. 

C. P. Bruehl. Bruce, Milwaukee. 
1941. pp. 226. $2.50. 

"Ethics in homespun" is the way 
Dr. Bruehl describes his This Way 
to Happiness. At least this reviewer 
approached it with the expectancy 
of reading a work on ethics written 
in a more or less popular style. In 
that respect, I did not find what I 
expected. Dr. Bruehl's style is much 
too heavy for popular consumption 
and even college students (for 
whom he wrote it) will leave the 
bulk of it untouched. I am still 
waiting for the author who will 
write about Christian ethics in the 
easy, interesting style of a Dale 
Carnegie or an Alexis Carrell. 

This criticism, however, does not 
dispute the intrinsic worth of This 
Way Happiness. It is Catholic to the 
core, and the logic by which the 
author proceeds from one conclu
sion to the next as he unfolds the 
scheme of Christian ethics is as 
clear as crystal. Therein lies the 
books'greatest merit. As he reads 
it, one has the feeling he is reading 
an essay, when, in reality, he is 
witnessing nothing more than a 
dress parade of the Articles and 
Questions of the Summa Theolo
gioa. To propound Christian ethics 
without using the syllogistic form 
of the Summa, and yet retain the 
clarity and order of the Summa, is 
no small accomplishment. 

What does the book contain? It 
begins by establishing the existence 
and nature of the Creator. Next it 
treats of man, his nature and his 
final end, and then it looks at man 
as a member of a family, a unit of 
society and a citizen of the state. 
The final chapters of the book deal 
with man and his duties to God, 
himself, and his fellow man. 

The publisher calls Thiis Way 
Happiness a practical book, but I 
think its practical value to the indi
vidual reader would have been 
greatly enhanced if the author had 
made use of some modern exam
ples. Even the hoary old examples 
found in older works on ethics are 
absent. But then, This Way Happi
ness is a one volume work. Chris
tian ethics is too broad a subject 
to cover in one volume if the author 
allows himself to deal in particular 
applications. 

This Way Happiness is a book full 
of food for the intellect; a mighty 
good book for this ultra-modern 
world to read and ponder over-if 
it only' would. 

C. EDWARD WOLF 

IS RURAL LIFE 
THE ANSWER? 

By Anthony Adams, S.J. st. Louis 
Mo.: Queen's Work Press, pp. 70: 
10 cents. 

There are a thousand ways to 
ask this question and perhaps an 
equal thousand ways to answer it 
but as with Rome and the roads of 
the world, the answer is always sin
gle and the same. Father Adams 
an!!wers his own question almost as 
qUlckly as he asks it, and the an
s~er is quite as plain as the ques
tlon: The Pope asks a Christian so
ciety and social order. But a Chris
tian SOCiety and social order de
mands a Christian family and a 
Christian family is best and most 
easily reared and served on the 
land. Of course, Father Adams says 
more th~n that because he pulls 
together mto 70 pages all the impli
cations of these fundamental pOints 
so that when he is finished his 
argument has the precision of a 
spider's web--unless you go around 
it, there is only one hole to go 
through it. The booklet is designed 
for discussion group use. 

E. S. G. 

• 
"HOLDING UP THE HILLS" 

Rev. Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. Sheed & 
Ward, New York, Publishers, 1941. 
202 pages. Price $2.50. 

In four parts of five chapters 
~ach (six in the last part): 1. Born 
In 3.; field; 2. Men Breaking stumps; 
3. PlgS and Molasses; 4. Sharing the 
Drop of Water. 

The biography of the Melrose Ia 
neighborhood where the author' was 
~orn on a farm. A realistic descrip
~lOn .of t!1e farms, homes, commun
Ity hfe ill all their details. If you 
have known an Irish Catholic farm 
community in Iowa, the book calls 
to your mind familiar characters 
nicknames and faces, their lovable 
eccentricities, their deep faith their 
failings and their virtues. No' mat
ter where located, they have grown 
as if transplated from a common 
seed bed. 
. Many readers like The Granger, 
Muck and Letty, Mary Ann and I 
like them too but somehow or other 
~ like "Pigs and Molasses" best. It 
IS five chapters of agrarian-distrib
utist recipes for the productive 
home I must read often from now 
on. 

"The main things were not to sell 
but to eat." I have resolved to make 
molasses a la Ward "with the least 
suggestion of burn in it." 

I will tend the fire with 
hand. Oh yes, my 
"No cow (on the HOOSier 
the ordinary -proof of 
tence." 

How sad to see 
hoods "full of old 
tell of another day when 
women lived on the land and 
the land." 

"One lone tree stands a 
no more than. a marker a kin 
unlettered tombstone." , d 

The author gives advice to 
farmer: "One sure way of 
expenses down and that is for 
faTilr to produce its own things 
- WIth the help of God and th 
pig people could carry the load" e 

How nicely he describes "A home 
made farm where life was more a 
making than a buying." 
. Read thE? book, borrow it and loan 
It. You WIll want to memorize at 
least these words: 

"Men come and men go, but earth 
lies there cool, capable, willing to 
be made to serve. Earth is goOd, 
because man is good and tells it 
what to do. Earth has a hUman 
personal quality borrowed from 
man, and it is rich because it man~ 
ages to provide for him in at least 
a poor way,\" . 

L. G. L. 

• 
MARIA CHAPDELAINE* 

By Louis Heman. McMillan Co., 
Publishers. 288 pp. An established 
classic of Catholic Rural litera:~ 
ture. 

To "make land." That was Sam~ 
uel Chapdelaine's prime and vital~ 
izing purpose in life. To remain 
longer after the land was cleared
ready for cultivation and after the 
buildings were erected irked this 
strong man and five times he 
transplanted his family further 
into the wilds of the Lake st. John 
region of Quebec. 

"Make land! Rude phrase of the 
country, summing up in two words 
all the heartbreaking labor that 
transforms the incult woods, barren 
of sustenance, to smiling fields, 
ploughed and sown." 

Though Laura, his wife, yearned 
for neighbors, this change of habi
tation was not conducive to these 
lasting joys. Yet, she would say: 
"If there is anything which could 
reconcile me to living so far away 
in the woods, it is seeing my men
folk make a nice bit of land-a nice 
bit of land that was all trees and 
stumps and roots, which one be-

* Maria Chapdelaine has stood 
the test of time and critics. It is a 
classic of Catholic rural literature. 
This .review inaugurates the policy 
of reviewing one such classic each 
issue. 
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hOlds in a fortnight as bare as the 
back of your hand, ready for the 
plow; surely nothing in the world 
can be. more pleasing or better 
Vlorth doing." 
-:irhe father's reminiscence of· the 

felling of trees, log jams and his 
use of boughs for shelter tl;tirty 
y.ears before should indeed l;J.ave 
lightened the labor of his twoold~r 
sons in the woods during winter. 

The reader too, as it were," will 
share in the family's" hospitality 

, and. friendliness; their every day 
living is permeated with the three 
cardinal virtues and increased by' 
their closeness to nature. 

The feast of St. Ann.e is, long 
anticipated by children and adults 
because it is their blueberry pick
!rig day. "In the burnt lands the 
purple . of the clusters., and 'the 
green of the leaves now {)vercame 
the paling rose of the laurels.' It 
was amid that setting that Maria 
Chapdelaine, their daughter,prom
ised Francois Paradis to await his 
return from the woods in the 
spring. 

The family's simple yet beautiful 
celebration of Christmas, those 
scenes of rural domesticity are so 
ably depicted by the author. 

You visualize the change of sea
sons and the eagerness with which 
the advent of each is awaited. "The 
dreaded snow stealing away in 

prankish rivulets down every slope; 
the tree-roots first resurgent, then 
the mosses drenched with wet, 
soon the ground freed from! its bur-

. den whereon . one treads with 
delighted glances and sighs; of hap
piness like the sick man w.ho feels 
glad life returning to his veins .... " 

"The rough battle with the soil a 
seeming holiday to men np longer 
condemned to idleness; to q.raw the 
hard breath of toil. from rP.:orn till 
even' a gracious favor ... /' 

"And then, the summertide; ... 
and but three hundred pa!;es from 
the house the rapids and the fall
white foam . against dark 1 water
the mere sight of it filling 0ne with 
a delicious coolness." . 

This French Canadian: tale is 
Hernon's only literary work.-La mas
terpiece indeed. His untimely death 
precluded any other. The: reading 
of it will bring you respite from 
stressful living-indescribaple sim
plicity instead of sophistry. 

M.iL .. M. 

• 
READING TO SA VB 
THE HOME 

John C. Rawe, S.J., St. Louis, Mo. 
Queen's Work Press. 70 iPP. 10c. 

A valuable contribution to rural 
literature. A complete bibli{)graphy 
for the productive home. 

THE LAND 

A quarterly magazine published by 
Friends of the Land, 1212 Dupont 
Ci:tcle Bldg., Washington, D. C. 
$5.90 per year, 100 pp. 

, 

Frbm Washington's famous Du
pont' Circle on which President 
Cool~dge once White-Housed, comes 
this; high quality magazine dedi
cated to "The Conservation of Soil, 
Rain: and Man." The names of its 
officers and directors ring high in 
political, literary and social circles. 
The :magazine will do its greatest 
servi;ce by reaching with its mes
sage: people in 'prominent places. 

Frbm the point of view of form 
and ~tyle of makeup; as also from 
the point of view of matter and 
manner of presentation, the maga
zine' lacks little. Yet any rural
minded man will feel at home with 
it ini the sense of coming home to 
something practical as well as,lite
rary; "Thrice Happy He in Low 
Degree," or "Mack Go~der: A Good 
Farmer,'~ for instance, teach a rural 
philosophy as well as entertain. 

We regret that we missed the 
win~r issue, but upon seeing the 
spring issue, we quickly ordered Vol. 
I, No. 1. 

E.S.G. 

City Slickers and Dumb Farmers 
-in which both phrases are thoroughly 
exploded by Prof. Emerson Hynes of St. 
John's University, Collegeville, Minn. 
32 pages, attractive cover, convenient 
"vest-pocket" ,size. 

Farm-Family-'-Prosperity 
32 pages, profusely illustrated, showing 
the right and the wrong way of farm
ing as a vocation and a way of life. 
Edited by Prof. Emerson Hynes, St. 
John's University, Collegeville, Minn. 

Single copies-l0c each 
12- 49 copies- 8c each 
50- 99 copies- 7c each 

100-499 copies- 6c each 
500 or lnore copies- 5c each 

Order from 

National Catholic Rural Life Conferenc@ 
525 Sixth Avenue 

• 
Des Moines, Iowa 

• 
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:; DA YSOF INSTRlJCTION~ DISClJSSION AND INSPIRATION 

it.eH.e: ",., Ree,.s ~".J!iIe. Ree,.s flee ~ _1Iafitu, 

SAT. OCT. 4 
Leaders Day 

TOPICS: 
1. THE LIVING PARISH-Inte

grating the liturgical life in 
arnral pnrish. ' 

2. POPULA'l'ION TRENDS 
Facts, causes, results, reme-
(lies. " 

3. COOPERATIVES-Their rela
tionship to Christian Philosoc 
phy. A study in t;undamentals. 

4. COLONIZATION-What to do 
with American. resources. and 
American mnn po"wer. , 

5. RURAL YOU'l'H-A clinic of 
aims, methods, techniques, re
sults. 

6. EDUCATION-Past trends _. 
Whither should we go in the 
future? 

S01\IE OF THE SPl]JA1{ERS: 
Rev. John J. LaFarge, S.J., as

sociate Editor of "America," New 
YorkCity. 

1)1'. O. E. Baker, Senior Agri
cultural Economist, Department 
of Agricultur~ 'Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Harr¥ u. Brown, professor 
of Economlcs and Finance, Uni
versity of Missouri, Columbia, 
Missouri. 

SUN. OCT. 5 
City-Country Day 

1. Pontifical High Mass. 
2. Sermon. 
3. Presidential address. 
4. Historical pageant - Catholi: 

cism'in Rural Missouri. 

The Most Rev. John Joseph 
Glennon, S.T.D., Archbishop of 
St. Louis. 

The Most Rev. Vincent' J. 
Ryan, D.D., Bishop of Bismarck 
and President of the NCRLC. 

MON. OCT. 6 
Discussion Day 

TOPICS: 
1. THE CONFRATERNITY OF 

Christian Doctrine. 
2. WHAT SHOULD THE FU

TURE FORM OF BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE BE: 1) inde
pendent private business; 2) 
cooperatives; or 3) chain 
stores. 

3. PRACTICES IN RURAL 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO. 
ADVANCE RURAL LIFE 
PHILOSOPHY. 

4. THREE CATHOLIC EXPE
RlMENTS: Horse Creek; St. 
Theresa; Granger. 

SOME 'OF THE SPEA1{ERS: 
Very .. Rev. Howard Bishop, 

Founder of the Society of Home 
Missioners of America, Glendale, 
Ohio. 

Mr. E. R. Bowen, general' sec
retary, Cooperative League of 
the UniWd States.' ot America, 
Chicago. . 

Rev. Paul Tanner, assistant 
secretary, youth Bureau,NCWC, 
'Washington, D. C. 

TUES. OCT. 7 
Farmers Day 

TOPICS: 
1. QUALITY PRODUCTION BY 

THE FARMER TO SATISFY 
THE CITY CONSUMER, 

2. THE PRODUCTIVE FARM 
HOME. 

3. HOME MADE RECREATION 
FOR 'rHE FARM FAMILY. 

4. THE FARM SECURITY A D
MINISTRATION AT WORK. 

5. BEAUTIFYING AND AR-
RANGING THE RURAL 
1I0ME. 

6. AA and THE NATIONAL 
WEI,FARE. 

7. BIO-DYNAMIC FARMING. 
S. CONSERVATION IN ITS VA

RIOUS PHASES. 

SOME OF THE SPEAKERS: 
Mr. Ray, Miller, director, Agri" 

cultural Trade Relations, Inc., 
Han Francisco. 

Mrs. AlbertEisele, Farm home 
mother, rural _columnist, Blue 
Earth;Minh. - -

Rev. John J. Rawe, S.J'., co
author, "Rural Roads to Secur
ity," Institute of Social Order, 
New York Cit,.. 

WED. OCT. 8 
Youth Day 

TOPICS: 
1. The need of appreciating ru

ral life by urban and rural 
young people. 

2. Working in the city-living 
in the country. 

3. Building your own home. 
4. Putting our elders on the 

pan. 
5. A city slicker learns how to 

farm during high school. 
6. The 4-H. 
7. Possibilities open to y,oung 

people in rural living. 
S. '.rhe college graduate and the 

rural pastor. 
9. High 'school girls prepare for 

home life. 
10. What's wrong with rural 

high schools 
11. The value of rural life to the 

Church, to the nation and to 
the family. 

12. Do you need high school to 
farm1 

13. Boy scouts. 

SOME OF THE SPEAKERS I 
Of the Youth 
By the Youth 
For the Youth 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE: 

~~r~\ 

St. Louis Catholic Rural LiFe ConFerence 
1911 N. Taylor Ave. 

St. Louis, Missouri 

National Catholic Rural LiFe ConFerence 
Convention Headquarters 

Jefferson City, Missouri 

National Catholic Rural LiFe ConFerence 
Administrative Headquarters 

525 Sixth Ave. Des Moines, 'owa 
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