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WHAT1SWRONG 

WITH. EDUCATION TODAYl 

Sistee,c..e, (j .S.8 .. 

THE charge is: Criminal neglect 
in failing to fulfil the public 
duty of instructing the children 

and the youth of the Nation in 
such a way as to enhance and to 
strengthen famity life. 

There have been many educa
tional treatises devoted to the ana
lysis of man's mental functioning. 
This is proper since the intellect 
of man is the source of his perfec
tion and dignity. It is the power 
of knowing, of assimilating unto 
himself that which is not himself, 
that distinguishes man from ani
mal. One ability, however, flow
ing from the nature of man's rea
son has received little attention. 
Man can go further than merely 
knowing the external world; he 
can use the understanding he has 
of material things outside himself 
to fashion, to make, and to com
bine material things into new 
shapes and forms. He has thus, 
over the period of the centuries, 
brought into being vast realms of 
material culture, all tholle material 
artifacts together with the innum
erable and intricate skills necessary 
for their making. Man is then in 
a sense creative. He has been said to 
be a "culture-building animal;" 
and there is no other such animal. 
This is an essentially human abil
ity and is one in which the rural 
child excels-in many tases 
unaided by the school.. In an urban 
environment, making tliings must 
be largely school-centered and arti~ 
ficial; apartments are not condu
cive to carpentry benches, forges, 

College of St. ;Benedict. St. Joseph. 
Minn. 

machine-sheds. Learning of this 
kind could be largely home~cen
tered and truly purposive in the 
rural area' with a beginning made 
in the school. Areal coordination' 
between the family and the school 
would create a workable concept 
in the mind of the child of their 
mutual dependence. This power of 
carrying out thought into some 
permanently useful form by fash
ioning with the hands has largely 
happened, during all of history, 
in an effort to enrich family life. 

Whereas it is quite right to 
insist on the fact that "the proper 
end of the intellect is truth," it is 
extremely important to go further 
and insist that truth cannot only 
be comprehended but is capable of 
being expressed in acts and in 
material forms. When man does 
this, he is in a sense like unto God, 
a creator. Could any finer hope be 
placed before the child in school 
as an incentive to work than this 
sharing in God's nature? Yet, has 
not the' emphasis in our schools 
been for the most part upon the 
abstracting ability of the mind, 
rather than (in public schools) 
upon the acting ability of the will, 
or (in Catholic schools) upon the 
creating ability of the hands? 

This is not merely a theoretical 
notion; it has potent repercussions 
when the child returns home froin 
school with his head filled with 
the idea of the superiority of 
"book-learning" over the work of 
body and hand. This false view of 
the person is seen in our multitude 
of white-<;oUared proletariat who 
prefer that they and their families 
should suffer from continuous 
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malnutrition thaln that they or 
any member of their family should 
soil their hands with keeping a 
garden, milking a cow, washing 
the. clothes, baking the bread, or 
canning grape jelly. It is thought 
to be more in keeping with man's 
dignity to buy these goods and 
services than to acquire them 
through the work of body and 
hand. These tasks; nevertheless, 
whenactomplished with accuracy 
and artistry are a greater challenge 
to the "whole" man than a vast 
amount of the mechanical tasks 
performed by the industrial 
employee or the office clerk. Our 
schools are responsible for this 

'condition because of their over
emphasis on the head and under
emphasis on the heart and hand. 
This has led to the disappearance 
of the sound virtues of home-pro
duction and family-self-sufficiency 
before the barrage of commercial 
advertising with the emphasis on 
artificial "niceness" .and pale white 
hands. 

The desire to carry out thought 
into some material form is seen in 
small children for whom the com
mercial toy companies have been 
clever enough to devise endless 
types of building, moulding, and 
cutting games. The home could 
easily provide activities of the same 
variety that would have the added 
advantage of being purposive, of 
contributing some necessary service 
to the family. By the time the 
child has reached an age where his 
coordination is accurate enough to 
be of real use, the school has suc
ceeded in turning all his powers 
to books or in teaching him to 



VISUAL EDUCATION AIDS 

The Columbia Museum and Institute of Art at Dubuque, 
Ia., under the direction of Father W. G. Kessler has been doing 
splendid work in the field of visual education. They have on 
hand over 9,000 natural color slides, and these have been placed 
at the disposal of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
Among the religious instruction slides, there is an excellent series 
on The Sacrifice of the Mass, and one on The Apostles' Creed, 
the latter containing a script for both operator and reader. In 
addition to the slides on Religion there are slides on such sub
jects as Botany, Meteorolgy, Physics, Geology, Color Photogra
phy, radio, Transportation, Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics, Tex
tiles, Tapestries, Manuscript Illuminations, Minerals and Gems, 
Embroidery, Ivories and Wood Carvings. A projector is sent 
along with each shipment and at no extra charge. There is also 
a Discussion Club Series which is published monthly. The sub
jects deal with Art, Religion, History, Literature and Science. 

believe that this desire to "make" 
should express itself only in play! 
Children have struggled against 
false educational systems with 
such success that today life is not 
wholly misdirected. As the germ 
of plant life will find a way to 
break through its seed, crack away 
the soil, and rise above the earth, 
so will the child develop in the 
school environment, either because 
of or in spite of it. That marvel
ous potentiality of man to adjust 
unlikely, awkward materials so 
that they fill his basic needs is evi
dent in our having any family life 
left. This basic institution, foun
dational to the whole societal 
structure, has like Topsy "just 
growed," not been reared. The 
schools have been willing to let 
family values be a by-product, 
largely untaught and unplanned. 

Where does and should the per
son-whether child or adult
express the qualities that are his 
as a person? Where is his most 
personal life spent? Where does he 
show forth that which is most 
essentially himself, his personality? 
Where does he think, act, make? 

For the most part, it is and should 
be in the midst of his family life, 
whether child or adult. The school 
then should direct its teaching so 
that the thinking, acting, and 
making in families will be such 
as is in keeping with the high dig
nity' and peculiar powers of the 
persons whom they are educating. 
The school cannot take the view 
that children as persons have cer
tain qualities to be developed and 
that this development can be 
brought to a proper fruition apart 
from the social institutions 
wherein they will find the fulfil
ment of their social life. Rather, 
the whole plan of the school, the 
conscious thought of every teacher, 
must be to assist the person to see 
the interrelation of these institu
tions and the foundational char 
acter of the family to the societal 
structure. 

For example, it is well for psy
chologists to have discovered a 
technique whereby the so-called 
Intelligence Quotient is derived 
and expressed precisely as a num
ber which is supposed to signify to 
a decimal the relative excellence or 

inferiority of the natural 
endowment of the child. This 
of information may be an aid, 
the hands of an intelligent 
great-hearted guide, to choice 
sub ject which will later -'VJ.lLL1ULI[PlilIl 

to greater efficiency and 
in family life. But when this 
is in the hands of one who 
not think in terms of family 
it may be used as an aid in 
trating some of the greatest 
ties in educational history, """UlVJ@l 

inimical to a healthy .. t-t,'",,.,,,,t. 
in family life. Scores of tests 
publicly posted or secretly . 
lated so that children of one 
ily are given the material of 
flict in their homes by reason 
unwholesome rivalry; children 
placed in so-called "" ....... " .... " 
rooms where every 
handicap is placed upon the 
self-respect before his brothers, 
ters, and playmates; children 
told that they are working a 
their capacity, thus encouraging 
sullen laziness; or still worse, 
are told they are working 
their capacity, thus encouraging 
snobbish laziness. The person 
the home pay the price of 
mistakes made in the school. S 
one may object that it 'is an 
to advance the few mistakes 
administrators against such a 
ful technique! May it not be 
when administrators have 
trained chiefly in the art of 
gling digits they are no longer 
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persons to handle children? At 
least these are not closely allied 
skills. 

Recently an officially appointed 
person who ~ives potent~al teach
ers guidance, m commentmg upon 
the European situation, bemoaned 
the fate of Italian women who 
have been "ordered from the uni
versities back to their homes" 
where they must again engage 
themselves with the undistin
guished duties of housekeeping! It 
is correct to berate totalitarian gov
ernments for infringing on the free 
choice of their subjects with refer
ence to a legitimate vocation; it is 
unsound to belittle-in compari
son with university research or 
teaching-the work of women in 
the family from which come forth. 
children prepared in body and 
spirit so as to be able to profit by 
a university education. In a world 
where dictators attack the rights 
of persons, it is not surprising to 
find an attack upon the family. 
When the schools fail to under
stand the essential nature of the 
child as a person, they will inevi
tably fail to understand that warm 
and protecting shield in which he 
is nurtured when young and to 
which he returns when mature for 
the renewal of his powers through 
the most intimate strength, joy 
and peace. Thus the family is the 
social institution which is at once 
the natural source of persons and 
the structure which they build out 
of the essence of their natures, 
influenced by their experience and 
the perspective of their education. 

Social institutions are those 
interdependent organized activities 
of man around which are grouped 
the essential interests necessary 
both for the development of the 
person and the "more abundant 
life" of the community. Their 
structural and relatively permanent 
features are the result of the fact 
that persons at all times and in 
all places have the same essential 
natures and interests; thus, these 
are expressed in very similar ways 
of life. The relative place of these 
Powerful agencies cannot be left 

to chance, or completely ignored, 
or mistaught to children. 

Diagraming of dynamic factors 
is always hazardous, yet there is 
some clarity which results from 
thinking of the person as the core 
of a series of circles. The one lying 
nearest the center, which is the 
person, is the family. The child 
is born into the family, receives 
those earliest indelible impressionll 
there, and later in the family he 
may fulfil that most cherished 
desire, the perpetuation of his per
son-ality in a new person. The 
circle lying next might be thought 
of as the Church, the supernatural 
family, that social institution of 
which the child becomes a member 
through Baptism. The institution 
which holds third place in this 
series of circles surrounding the 
person is the school. Thus, the 
social institutions could be indi
cated in a hierarchical arrangement 
according to their closeness to the 
person. Whereas this device does 
not picture the interdependence of 
the institutions, it does show a cer
tain order, necessary and 
unchangeable, if institutions filling 
more basic needs are not to be 
replaced by others less able to ren
der the more intimate and essential 
services to the person. 

According to this view, educa
tion is the business of the family 
and the church before it is the 
business of the school. (The place 
of the State is not under consider
ation here.) Do our schools con
sider that they hold third place in 
this matter? There is an ever
increasing number of school people 
advocating the Federal control of 
education .. With our present set
up, it is possible, at least in rural 
areas, for the parents to exercise a 
certain local autonomy in regard 
to teachers hired, textbooks used, 
philosophies taught, and policies 
practised. It is not necessary, how
ever, that one look at such large 
issues to see the tendency of 
schools to assume unto themselves 
power over the child which is not 
theirs. How often do we hear 
school teachers say, "The home 
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doesn't do it; therefore the school 
must!"But does that follow? 
Should the school then cease to be 
a school and start being a home? 
Thinking men could surely turn 
their minds to social planning so 
as to reduce to a minimum such 
conditions and use the schools, if 
necessary, to force back into the 
home such functions as belong 
there. In a certain high school in 
Chicago, it is necessary for the 
administration to provide bath 
attendants so as to supervise the 
bathing of the entire school popu
lation at the school because the 
homes in the area were built by a 
local industrial company for their 
employees without bathrooms. 
Greater confusion as to the fam
ily, state, educational and occu-

ARE YOU PLANNING 
TO A TTEND---

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference Convention, at Jefferson 
City, Missouri--October 5-8. 

Theme: WHAT'S GOOD FOR 
RURAL LIFE IS GOOD FOR 
CHURCH AND NATION. 

• 
pational society can hardly be ima
gined. This is "laissez-faire" with 
a vengeance and much to the detri
ment of the person and the family. 

The allocating of intimate serv
ices, colorful activities, emotion
ally valuable experiences, to 
schools may on the surface appear 
to promote efficiency from the 
school's point of view, "more 
fun" from the child's point of 
view, or "less bother" from the 
lazy parent's point of view; but 
the loss in human values, the loss 
in growth in spiritual stature both 
to parent and child is irreparable 
both to the person and society. 
One cannot expect a child to love 
or to follow the verbal ideals set 
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before him in a home where noth
ing happens. Food is hastily 
poured out of can or package with 
a minimum of preparation. There 
is no reason to stay around home 
in order to see a miraculous trans
formation take place amidst bustle 
and aroma. The child goes to 
watch at the hot-dog stand, at the 
window where waffles are pre
pared. Reformers, then, busily pre
pare recreation centers "to keep the 
children off the streets!" Such 
activity is wholly misguided in 
towns or cities still capable of nor
mal family life. The absorbing joy 
of seeing attractive, colorful 
clothes assemble under the skilful 
manipulations of an artist-mother 
have almost disappeared. While 
learning of this "watching-kind" 
is taking place, valuable and inti-

mate bonds can be built into lives 
permanently by casual conversa
tion about the biggest things in 
life. Social hygiene classes or life 
guidance personnel would not be 
necessary if parents were home for 
those long hours required in 
"making things." One does not 
rush into a discussion of a child's 
deepest hopes and fears-and they 
are of real magnitude-without 
establishing that warm feeling of 
confidence, "rapport." 

It seems obvious that it is in the 
rural area-small town or open 
farm-where the home production 
unit can be a reality, where the 
school can direct children's minds 
and hailds toward assisting with 
those thrilling activities of real 
construction that fulfil all the 
requirements of a learning situa-

and school can try to create 
situation but they are 
handicapped from start to 

That rural schools have ' 
urban patterns of education 
have not capitalized on 
unlimited possibilities of b 
"persons" and families to 
fullest stature shows a . 
lack of vision. Surely the 
is a just one: Criminal neglect 
failing to fulfil the public 
of instructing the children of 
Nation in such a way as to "'UJ_l<"_I\~1!!!! 
and strengthen family life. 

IMPROVING THE RURAL PARISH SCHOOL 

~'Il. (j~ 

A GENERATION ago O. J. 
Kern in his book Among 
Country Schools, the first 

book on rural education ever writ
ten in this country, said: "My 
educational decalogue for school 
officers and teachers may be reduced 
to one simple commandment, 
namely, 'Thou shalt enrich and 
enlarge the life of the country 
child.''' This commandment is 
just as applicable to the public and 
parochial schools today as when 
it was written. Practically all stu
dies and testing programs reveal 
the need of better education in the 
rural areas. In too many cases the 

Diocesan Superintendent of _ Catholic 
Schools, Omaha, Nebraska. 

rural child comes off second in 
comparison with the urban pupil 
in intelligence, educational achieve
ment, diet, muscular development, 
health habits and the like. Worst 
of all, during his school days the 
rural child often loses his attach
ment to the soil. 

The big question is: What is 
being done, or what can be done, 
to adjust and improve matters, 
particular! y in the - rural parish 
schools? Perhaps the problem 
should first be attacked in the 
teacher training institutions. As 
Rev. George - Johnson, Ph.D., 
director of the Department of Edu
cation of the N. C. W. c., writes 
in Rural Life Objectives (1935), 
"The weakness is that the relig
ious teachers have seldom had a 
preparation that is specifically 
rural. Our diocesan teachers' _ col-

-leges, our community normals and 
universities do not provide courses 
that envisage education in terms of 

farm life." It would be a 
help if the teacher of rural 
dren had a point of view or 
sophy which would make 
understanding and sympCl 
toward rural life. This could 
acquired from a study of 
Manifesto on Rural Life 
by the National Catholic 
Life Conference. This work 
sents in succinct form the 
teaching and program with 
ence to life on the land. 

The efficiency of the small 
school can be greatly increased 
introducing the alternation pro-
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gram. This plan callsdfor. combi~
. g pupils of two gra es m certam 
~~bjects. Obviously one who has 
to teach ten subjects to two, three 
or even four grades every day, 
finds it humanly impossible to get 
in all the recitation periods. The 
Catholic rural schools in Nebraska 
are following the alternation plan 
to a large extent. Two grades are 
combined in one group and the 
subject matter for grades 3, 5, and 
7 are taken one year and the 
assigned material for grades 4, 6, 
and 8, the next. The first and sec
ond· grades are united only in 
health, story hour, nature study, 
etiquette, singing, plays and cer
tain religious activities. The third 
and fourth grades are combined in 
all subjects except arithmetic and 
reading, the fifth and sixth in all 
except arithmetic and geography, 
and the seventh and eighth in all 
except language or grammar. 

This program makes possible 
fewer and hence longer recitation 
periods. It affords time for fuller 
and more individualized attention 
including time to explain, tei 
supervise and to help the slower 
pupils. It provides the stimulus of 
larger group discussion and thus 
increases interest. Finally, it ena
bles the teacher to cover more thor
oughly all the subjects in the 
course of study. The alternation 
program has yielded satisfactory 
results and is worthy of trial wher
ever a teacher in a small school 
finds it difficult to cover all sub
jects in the instruction program. 

It is desirable to have a separate 
course of study for schools in vil
lages and rural districts. It should 
meet the needs and conditions of 
children who dwell on the coun
trysides. Since all courses of study 
seem to be dominantly industrial 
and urban, there is little danger 
that any program of instruction, 
expressly designed for country 
children, will be excessively rural. 
Public school authorities are rather 
responsive to local needs and con-

(Continued on page 36) 
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This issue of the Bulletin is dedicated to education. When this 
word is mentioned all too often we begin by thinking of the little 
one-room school house and rise in our thoughts to the apogee of 
the educational orbit to gaze entranced at the ivy.covered portals 
of the collosal universities with its scores of schools and Colleges, 
listing their courses by letter and number like the wares in a mail 
order catalog, its hundreds of professors and instructors, its thou
sands of students, and its millions of dollars of state subsidies or 
private endowment, and, of course. its big time football teams. 
The inference is that the larger and wealthier the institution, the 
more educated and intelligent its graduates. The country, there
fore, in most cases deprived of the opportunities of these huge cen
ters of learning, just naturally lacks the proper erudition and 
culture. 
Even some Catholic institutions of higher learning in their desire 
to compete with these secular colleges and universities have neg
lected to emphasize the principles and ideals of Catholic pedago
gy. No wonder Dr. Robert M. Hutchins, president of the Universi
ty of Chicago, said that many Catholic colleges were not Catho
lic enough. 
Many people have such great faith in education that they believe 

. it to be the panacea of all our ills. Educate more and more people 
to an ever higher degree and all the problems of the nation and 
the world will be solved. Maybe they will finally learn by the hard 
and poignant way of disappOinting experience that a great deal 
depends upon the right kind of education. Surely the destructive 
forces in the world today which appear to threaten the ideals held 
sacred and inalienable throughout the Christian centuries cannot 
be accused of having lacked the privileges of this much-vaunted 
education. Maybe we are not losing so much after all even if ev
ery farm boy and girl can not go to college. 
Fundamently, and very simply, the task of Catholic Education is 
to teach man he was created by God for eternal happiness in heav
en. The flrstlesson ofthe penny catechism teaches the Catholic phil
osophy of life which must ever be the Catholic philosophy of ed
ucation. Education must direct the whole man, consisting of body 
and soul, and the soul having two faculties, the intellect and will, 
to his final end. 
Now I think the best and most wholesome place for Catholic edu
cation to achieve these ideals in the fullest measure is the coun
try. Here man will always find it easier to remember his proper 
relationship to God, to develop the faculties of intellect and will, 
to strengthen and nourish his body in a wholesome, natural way. 
The farmer's intimate contact with nature will always aid him to 
see God's power and goodness, to appreciate his dependence upon 
the Creator's benign help. The birth, growth, and death of the an
imals of his flock and the crops of his fields remind him that his 
own life too is only a pilgrimage here below. Though phYSically 
he follows the same cycle he understands readily that there is an
other part of him which is destined for a higher goal. 
In every drop of rain the humble husbandman discerns God~s 
blessing; in every sprouting seed he beholds an example of obedi
encetothe divine command: "Increase and multiply". His doubts 
and anxieties are dispelled by his acres and his herds: "Ask now 
the beasts, and they shall teach thee: and the birds of the air, and 
they shall tell thee. Speak to the earth, and it shall answer thee: 
••• • Who is ignorant that the hand of the Lord hath made theSe 
things?" (Job. xii, 7-9.) 
A zealous, enthusiastic country pastor, "being all these things to 
all men", can be a veritable college faculty to the student body 
of his parish. 
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ditions. In most States they have 
worked out courses of study that 
are quite suitable for rural schools. 
In Nebraska the teachers in the 
rural Catholic schools use the State 
course as a guide. To illustrate 
how this program of instruction 
is adapted to rural life we can turn 
to the outline for eighth grade 
arithmetic. We find that the sec~ 
tion on business arithmetic is 
called farm accounting. It deals 
with inventories of buildings, 
machinery, grains, feeds and live~ 
stock; records of purchases and 
sales; computation of farm 
income; writing of business forms, 
etc. The eighth grade also makes 
an elementary study of agriculture· 
in connection with the geography 
of the State. The course in nature 
study and elementary science treats 
of plants, flowers, birds, animals 
and the many rich assets of the 
environment in which rural chil~ 
dren live. These are but a few of 
the many features of the course 
that make it helpful and valuable 
to country school teachers. In the 

hands of teachers, who understand 
and love rural life, it can serve as 
a balanced and well~rounded pro~ 
gram of instruction and as an 
effective aid in making the pupils 
rural ~minded. 

Catholic Program 

The aims of rural Catholic edu~ 
cation will be achieved much bet~ 
ter in country districts when Cath~ 
olic educators build a tentative and 
flexible program of studies for 
small rural parish schools. The 
formulation of such a course 
would be a splendid project for 
some Catholic teacher~training 
institution. It should embody not 
only religion and the usual tool 
and content subjects, but specific 
types of information and instruc~ 
tion which meet the demands of 
rural life. In the lower and inter~ 
mediate grades it should include 
nature study and in the upper 
grades the elements of agriculture 
and the occupation of the people. 
These could be studied in connec~ 
tion with the geographical features 

LAMENT-----------------------. 
'Tis spring. 'Tis spring. 
Yet I who tramp the city streets 
Know: not a thing 
Of tender leaves 
Or robins on the wing. 

'Tis spring. 'Tis spring. 
Yet here's no blossoming 
Of stone and brick and steel, 
No good warm earth to feel. 

'Tis spring. 'Tis spring. 
Yet how am I to know 
Those sullen banks of snow 
Now laugh and chatter as they flow 
In brimming brooks? 

Some spring, some spring, 
I'll not lament. 
Forever I'll have pitched my tent 
Out on the fields near God. 

From "The Prairie's Rim" 
Lester E. Armstrong, Ames, Iowa 

of the region. The course in art 
could be correlated with this pro
gram for the purpose of bringing 
out the colorful and artistic side 
of the great outdoors as well as the 
beauty and value of life close to 
nature. The social studies, such 
history, civics, citizenship and 
graphy should be given a 
orientation which will prepare 
pupils for intelligent participation 
in rural community activities. 
After all, in the cities the economic 
groups are organized around cor
porations and industries in which 
centralized control naturalIy 
brings about united action. But in 
the country, the farmers taken sev
erally are, by the nature of things, 
independent. They need to learn 
from early school experiences how 
and why they should cooperate 
voluntarily in all enterprises where 
their common good is concerned. 
Finally, the rural school program 
might emphasize such activities as 
gardening, nursery culture, tree 
planting, landscaping, indoor art 
and decoration, health practices 
and religion projects. 

In closing this plea for the rural 
parish school. I wish to pay trib
ute to the hundreds of religious 
teachers who are serving in the 
rural parish schools. Many of 
them have already grasped the 
philosophy of the Catholic rural 
life movement. They realize the 
basic importance of the rural par
ishes which are the principal source 
of Catholic population. They 
know that the schools in the vil
lages and open country have to 
provide Catholics for the city par
ishes which, because of their low 
birth rate, would eventually 
become extinct without the influx 
of people from the rural areas. In 
the days ahead they will drink 
deeper from the fountain of rural 
Catholic education and they wiIl 
help more to realize the aims of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, namely, to build ten 
thousand thriving parishes on the 
countrysides of America, and to 
anchor the able, dynamic farm 
youth on the soil. 
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THE (ATHOLI( 

RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 

WE, who have received the 
command from Christ to go 
and teach all nations, some

times find ourselves pastors of rural 
schools and are confronted with 
the question-What should we 
teach our children? Do we fufil 
our obligation by modeling it 
after the public school in our next 
town or our town? Should we fol
low or lead in matters of curricu
lum for rural high schools? 

Before we attempt to answer 
these questions let us try to get a 
complete picture of the problem. 
The purpose of an education is to 
develop the child spiritually, men
tally, and physically. In order to 
do this we must look into the 
future life of the child. We might 
get an idea of this from the fact 
that about eighty per cent of our 
children do not attend college; 
hence only the twenty per cent 
should be given a college prepara
tory course. Even then most of 
these will establish homes and be 
managers of them. 

Life in the urban centers is quite 
different from life in the rural cen
ters, both as to employment and 
living. In the country a man is 
usually working by himself and 
for himself with his own animals 
and tools. In the country a man's 
SUccess depends upon his ingenu
ity, labor-skill in cooperating 
with God's resources. In the city 
his SUccess depends upon satisfying 
another. The difference is even 
~ore apparent in providing a liv
Ing in the two places. In the rural 

H' Rev. John J. Gorman, Assumption 
Igh School, Granger, Iowa. 

district most of the food for the 
family either is or should be raised 
on the land. Therefore, it is neces
sary to know what foods to raise, 
and how to process and preserve 
them once they are raised. The city 
dweller, being bound to buy 
everything, must study means of 
making wages go as far as possible 
in buying the needs for his family. 

Since life in the country is dif
ferent from life in the city, and 
since the purpose of an education 
is to develop the child for its 
future life, there must be a differ
ent curriculum for the rural school 
than for the urban school, if we 
are to fulfil our duty as teachers. 

But if we examine our present 
school system with very critical 
eyes, I am afraid we will find a 
rather faulty philosophy of life 
being taught. The first and per
haps the most damaging is that 
manual labor is degrading and dis
graceful. Such expressions as "Go 
to school so you won't have to 
work," is heard in many class
rooms and held up as an incentive 
or reason why the child should go 
to college. The boyar girl gets 
the idea that manual work is only 
for those of low mentality. Farm
ing is often described as the lowest 
type of work, for a farmer works 
with this terrible substance known 
as dirt. A cultured person is 
described as one who wears a white 
shirt on Monday. The result of 
this philosophy is a large number 
of so-called educated misfits. Sec
ondly, money is held up to the 
child as the goal of life. We honor 
those who have amassed great 
wealth rather than those who have 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 1ULLETIN MAY 1941 

achieved important things in this 
world. Thus many boys and girls 
leave honest but poorly paid toil 
to try their hands at some "get 
rich quick" money-making 
scheme. All of us know or should 
know the evil results. 

Another angle of the problem 
we must consider is that practically 
every boy and girl is sent to high 
school, as though the high school 
were a cure-all. They are sent to 
high school without any particu
lar aim in view-whether they are 
able to carry higher courses or not. 
Again far too often parents are 
shedding the responsib~lity of edu
cating their children. They send 
the child to school and then con
sider their responsibility over. We 
can do likewise by leaving him in 
school for four years and when 
we turn him out say: "Well, he's 
out of my jurisdiction now." Or 
we can help prepare him for his 
future life. 

We find ourselves faced with 
the following problem: How can 
the rural school supply the needs 
for those who intend to go to col
lege and enter the professions, and 
at the same time give those eighty 
out of every hundred something 
more than a preparation for col
lege which they will never attend. 
As a solution for this problem I 
would like to submit the follow
ing curriculum for a rural high 
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school; which is a_reality arid 
which has been carried out iIi the 
Assumption High school. Granger, 
Iowa, for the past five years. 

In the first two years of high 
school all the students take the 
usual courses now offered in most 
of our Catholic high schools" such 
as Religion, English, Latin, His
tory, Algebra for the first year and 
General Science for the second 
year. Thus we believe that the 
child may have a good course in 
the fundamentals and also have 
time to find himself, time to decide 
what he can and would like to do. 
Some instruction in vocational 
guidance should be given. During 
the last two years of high school 
all take courses in Religion, Eng
lish, and History or Civics. Once 
or twice a week instruction should 

be given in cooperatives, credit, 
buying or selling and also a course 
in practical home bookkeeping. 
This last is very important for few 
families know how much their 
food, clothing and recreation costs 
them. Fewer still know the value 
of their garden, poultry, cows or 
what canning and baking saves in 
a year's time. 

In the afternoon, those students 
intending to go to college take the 
usual pre-college courses during 
the last two years of their high 
school. In most rural schools there 
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will be only a few taking this 
course but they will get almost a 
private tutoring course and accom
plish a great deal more than usual. 

Boys not intending to go on 
through college are given special 
courses in Farm Shop and General 
and Applied Agriculture. These 
courses should be made practical 
and be based upon the principal 
that one learns by doing. The shop 
course should have for its chief 
aim to teach the boy how to do 
the more simple construction and 
repairing so necessary around a 
home and yet so expensive if hired 
help is required. Mechanical draw
ing should be taught so the boy 
will be able to read blueprints as 
well as draw up plans for small 
buildings. He should be taught the 
various kinds of lumber and grades 
of lumber as well as how to figure 
a lumber bill for a building. He 
should be tauglilt painting, both 
exterior and interior, as well as 
the repamng, refinishing and 
upholstering of furniture which is 
very important, yet easily learned. 

In metal work the boy should 
be taught the various common 
types of metal. how to sharpen 
and temper the common tools. A 
course in forging should include a 
little welding and soldering with 
stress placed on the forging of chi
sels and punches. 

The principle of electric wiring 
is becoming more necessary as 
rural homes are electrified. How to 
check faulty switches, the instal
lation of new switches and simple 
wiring should be taught. How to 
install brushes, starting switches 
and other repairs on small- motors 
such as the washing machine 
motor and the vacuum cleaner will 
save both time and money. 

The Agriculture courses should 
first of all be practical. There is no 
way of killing a class any quicker 
than trying to teach the child 
something he already knows. Start 
with what knowledge the boy has 
and work on from this. Instruc
tion should emphasize the value 

of vegetables, _ fruits and poultry 
and how to raise them. The com. 
mercial side of farming can usually 
be learned more easily from a, com. 
mercial farmer. Special Work 
should be given in the raising and 
care of trees. Most agricultural 
books are unsatisfactory. The fed. 
eral and State pamphlets give the 
best material. 

The girls not intending to go 
on through college are given the 
home-making course. This has for 
its aim, first, to teach the girl how 
to conduct and manage a home: 
secondly, to give her an apprecia. 
tion of the arts and crafts so that 
later she may be able to employ 
her leisure time usefully. The two 
main divisions of the course are 
clothing and food. 

In the clothing course the girls 
are taught how to select the vari· 
ous cloths. the advantages and dis
advantages of each type, how to 
sew both by hand and machine. 
with the stress being placed upon 
the value and need of making gar
ments. The various types of so
called fancy-work are taught both 
as a means of beautifying the home 
and as a hobby or pastime. In the 
food division not so much time is 
spent on actual cooking as upon 
diet and the proper way of serv
ing meals. 

Perhaps by this time you would 
like to know how much this 
would cost and who would teach 
it. It will take three Sisters in the 
high school and a man, preferably 
the pastor or assistant, to teach 
the shop. About the only mental 
requirement is an interest in this 
type of work. It requires an extra 
room or building for the shop; a 
shed type of building with a stove 
is quite sufficient. It costs a little 
to run the arts and crafts but the 
shop will be self-supporting if 
properly run. Eight hundred dol
lars will easily buy the equipment 
for both courses. 

I have taught in this school for 
the past five years and I am con
vinced that it is a step in the right 
direction. 
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SPEAKIN~ OF EDU(ATION 

AND THE LAND· • • 

O
N April 17th Bishop Vincent 
J. Ryan, president of the 

National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference, appeared before the 
National Catholic Educational 
convention at New Orleans., La., 
and read a paper on "The Rural 
Problem and the Seminary." 

We quote: 
"In most of our seminaries, if 

not in all of them, some attention 
is given to the study of the social 
and economic problems of the city. 
It is, however, perhaps true to say 
that in most of our seminaries no 
thought is given to the study of 
the social and economic prob!ems 
in rural areas. The reason which 
would likely be given for this is 
that the students in these sentina
ries are not preparing to serve in 
rural areas. Against this point of 
view I would suggest that at the 
back door of every great city and 
in the heart of every great city is 
the rural problem. The farm prob
lem is also the problem of the 
city." ... 

"There is a distinct social, cul
tural, educational, recreational and 
religious problem on the country
side which should be the subject 
of study in every seminary. A brief 
survey of the rural problem will 
reveal the reasons why even the 
priest who is to serve the city 
should be interested in it, and why 
the priest who is to serve in rural 
~reas should have a special train
lUg for his work." . . . 

':Vanishing ownership is the 
major problem in American agri
culture today. This should con
cern the city as well as the coun
try because farming should offer 
the best opportunity for acquiring 
ownership and independence. The 
degradation of the American 
~armer through loss of. ownership 
1S the great American trage~y. Let 

it be remembered that widespread 
ownership is the best antidote for 
Communism." ..• 

"Commercial large-scale farm
ing is another evil in agriculture 
which concerns the entire nation. 
The city also should be deeply 
concerned. When scores of farm
ers are evicted and several farms 
are coalesced into one large farm 
operated by a superintendent with 
the aid of high-powered machin
ery and a few hired hands, one 
may be inclined to ask is this pro
cess to continue until we have only 
a few owners operating all the 
farms in America? The city should 
be deeply interested, for dispos
sessed farmers eventually find their 
way into the city. If for no other 
reason, the city pastor should be 
interested because these dispossessed 
farmers will come under the juris
diction of the city parish and 
become his immediate problem." 

Bishop Ryan, onEducation. 
"The chief source of the social, 

economic and cultural decline of 
the farmer is a lack of the right 
sort of education. In the rural 
schools for about two generations, 
urban-tainted textbooks and 
urban-minded teachers glorified the 
city, and the curriculum itself was 
a preparation for life in the city 
rather than for life on the land. 
In most of our rural schools no 
attempt had been made to give 
rural youth an appreciation of the 
blessedness of the life on the land 
and there was no education in the 
things necessary for making a suc
cess, of farming. The opinion pre
vailed among teachers and parents 
that no education was necessary to 
make a success of farming. The 
farm boys and girls are surrounded 
by the most intriguing laboratory 
in the world, namely the farm
stead, put there was, no one to 
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unfold to them the mysteries of 
this laboratory. For successful 
farm operation a high degree of 
education is required. The farm 
problem is a sohlble problem. Edu
cation in the most important con
sideration in the solution of this 
problem. The sort of education 
the farm boy and girl needs will 
include a right appraisal of fun
damental values, an appreciation 
of the wonders about them on the 
farmstead, and the technical 
knowledge necessary for successful 
farming." ... 

"The priest who will serve the 
countryside would be greatly 
helped if he were to receive special 
training in the seminary for his 
work. He needs to understand the 
conditions of the rural people he 
serves and the problems of the 
countryside. Rural people, more 
than any other group today, are 
disposed to look to the priest for 
leadership and guidance. This con
dition emphasizes both the impor
tance of the rural pastorate and 
the opportunities off~red in the 
country for the advancement of 
religion. The countryside presents 
today the most promising field for 
the development of a strong and 
virile Catholic culture. Whether 
this opportunity will be grasped, 
depends in a large measure on the 
seminary.' , 

THE fi~st all-American tour of the 
Amencan consumer cooperative 

movement is scheduled for July 7-
19. 

Sponsoring the tour are the Com
m~ttee on the Church and Cooper
atIve of the Federal Council of 
Churches, the National Catholic 
Rural: Life Conference, and the 
Social Justice Committee of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. The 2,OOO-mile itinerary 
includes major cooperative projects 
in the Midwest, among them the 
resettlement unit at Granger, Ia., 
fostered by Msgr. L. G. Ligutti exe
cutive secretary of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
Persons joining the tour will pay a 
total of $88. 
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HOME AND ECONOMICS 

HAVE you ever heard authori
ties of Catholic schools make 
statements similar to these? 

"We cannot afford to equip and 
maintain a Home Economics 
department." "We haven't room 
for a Home Economics depart
ment." "Let mothers teach their 
daughters how to sew and cook." 

As far as being able to equip 
and maintain a Home Economics 
department is concerned, one 
might say that if they were really 
convinced of its necessity they 
would find means and ways of 
obtaining it. What are some of the 
things to consider for a beginning 
course in Home Economics? Since 
our Catholic schools have done 
very little in this )direction, stu
dents often do not know much 
about the fundamentals in cloth
ing construction and in food prep
aration. Who has not heard state
ments like these from mothers? "I 
know how to sew and cook, but I 
haven't time to teach Mary." 
"Mary takes directions from an 
outsider more readily than from 
me." "I do not want Mary to be 
handicapped as I have been." Who 
has not heard Jane say? "I want 
to know how to make my own 
clothes and how to prepare meals 
tastily," "I want to make things 
for the home," "My boy friend 
thinks more of me if he knows 
that I am able to make my own 
clothes." "I want something to do 
after school hours and during 
vacation." 

Students in clothing classes 
must be convinced that the under
lying principles of appearing well
dressed are neatness and cleanli
ness; that a feeling of being well-

Sister M. Germaine, O.S.B., Cathedral 
High School. St. Cloud. Minn. 

dressed inspires confidence in one
self and in others; that it adds 
poise; that it makes for social 
security; and that it does not nec
essarily involve a vast outlay of 
money. This necessitates a unit in 
grooming. And for the sake of 
convenience one may discuss 
grooming from two angles. The 
first is grooming as reflected in the 
care of the body-namely, care of 
the skin, the hair, the teeth, pos
ture, etc. The average girl of today 
realizes that the backbone of per
sonality is good health, and that 
health is a contribution to beauty 
as well. Therefore it is in place 
to stress those factors which lead 
to good health, such as sufficient 
rest and sleep, daily exercise out
of-doors, and a well-balanced diet. 
One may say, "Paint your cheeks 
from the inside by guarding your 
health," but the girl of today will 
argue that that does not take care 
of a shiny nose, nor of a pale com
plexion. We have proof that cos
metics were used five thousand 
years before Christ and to try to 
prevent our present generation 
from using them is futile. Why 
not encourage the conservative use 
of cosmetics? Posture drills are 
valuable in season and out of sea
son, since there are too many girls 
who do not seem to realize that 
the secret of 'wearing one's clothes 
well lies in posture. Style shows 
given by our department stores are 
a factor in convincing them of the 
necessity of good posture. The 
second aspect of grooming governs 
the care of clothes. Much can be 
done to prolong the life-span of 
hosiery, shoes, gloves, hats, etc. 
Hence, discussion on how this may 
be done, together with suitable 
demonstrations is profitable. There 
is enough free illustrative material 

available to enable one to 
this phase of clothing successfully 

Another unit might inc1ud; 
color and design. When studying 
color combinations, the class might 
make inexpensive color charts of 
good construction paper. Valuable 
too, in this project are the booh 
containing fabric samples 
merchants sometimes offer 
charge to art and home economics 
teachers. Another phase in study. 
ing color combinations is the 
choosing of· colors for different 
types of complexion. As a project 
students may cut construction 
paper to fit the neckline, thus ena. 
bling them to bring different col. 
ors close to the face and hair in 
order to determine which color 
combination is most appropriate, 
If observant, one may purchase 
remnants reasonably, and these, 
too, are of great assistance when 
choosing color. Charts that help 
show how to create illusions by 
means of lines may be obtained 
for the asking. In order to broaden 
the view of the students on colors 
suitable to different types of com· 
plexion, of figure, and of person
ality, the librarian, in many 
instances, will be ready to cooper
ate by providing illustrative books, 
A knowledge of clothing construc
tion is of importance as a factor 
in economy. But in addition, this 
knowledge is reflected in the smart
ness of a girl's wardrobe. 

A Home Economics department 
needs machines, but the outlay of 
money for these is reduced consid-
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erably because certain companies 
give schools very generous reduc
tions. Good second-hand machines 
may at times be purchased at excel
lent bargains. This department 
also needs other equipment. Books 
exclUsively on clothing construc
tion may be purchased reasonably. 
Table and chairs will be no more 
expensive than the desks that fur
nish other classrooms. 

The clothing laboratory is only 
part of the Home Economics 
department. There IS also the 
foods laboratory. To see what can 
be accomplished with the barest 
essentials in equipment, let us con
vert the clothing laboratory into a 
foods laboratory for a period or 
two a day if the school cannot 
afford to equip a regular foods 
laboratory for the ordinary course. 
This can be accomplished by the 
addition of an electric plate, a few 
necessary utensils, dishes and sil
verware for one cover, a small 
muslin tablecloth with a napkin 
to match, pictures cut from maga
'Zines to serve as illustrations, clip
pings from newspapers for prices, 
pamphlets obtained free or pur
chased at a nominal sum. This 
necessitates a small allowance. If 
the teacher IS interested she can 
accomplish much with this rather 
conservatively equipped depart
ment. Students can be given much 
valuable information through a 
study of fruits, milk, eggs, and 
meat-their composition, reasons 
why they should be included in 
the menu, means of distinguishing 
between good and inferior qual
ity. When studying citrus fruits, 
for instance, one might select some 
that are overripe and some that 
are underripe; some of good and 
some of inferior quality, to illus
trate one's point. To supplement 
this study, visits to different mar
kets would certainly help students 
become more discriminating judges 
of food. Proprietors of markets 
welcome these visits and are gra
cious in giving their time plus a 
considerable amount of useful 
information. 

Since keeping quality of food 
varies, a study of this in connec
tion with proper care of food in 
the home is an important item. A 
teacher should stress preparation of 
food preliminary to cooking or to 
serving if it is eaten raw, and in 
some instances should give helpful 
demonstrations. It IS well to 
acquaint students with the termi
nology of foods and to demon
strate such techniques as dicing, 
beating, folding in, and others. 
Students must realize that every 
efficiently furnished kitchen must 
have utensils for measuring, for 
mixing, for baking, etc., and that 
those used for measuring must 
have certain standards. A basic 
knowledge of varied materials as 
aluminum, pyrex, etc., which are 
used in the manufacture of uten
sils, and the proper care of these 
utensils should be stressed. Since 
a gummy, heavy cake frequently 
shows the effect of a person's not 
knowing how to measure cor
rectly, one might well include the 
study of weights and measures and 
methods of measuring. Knowledge 
of correct oven temperature is also 
important, for everyone prefers 
serving a smooth, brown, glossy 
chicken to serving one that is dry, 
blistered, cracked and shrunk. 

In her foods laboratory the 
teacher must not neglect stressing 
the economics of food purchasing. 
It pays to give careful thought to 
the advantages of marketing in 
person-advantages such as being 
able to check on the sanitary con
ditions of the market and to see 
the goods on display as suggestions 
for varied and enticing menus. 
Menu planning can well be studied 
from three different viewpoints
first, from an aesthetic viewpoint, 
stressing the serving of few foods, 
but making these few attractive; 
secondly, from a nutritional view
point, complying with the sugges
tion -of nutritionists who say: 
"Eat what you should first, then 
eat what you want"; thirdly, from 
an economic viewpoint, by plan
ning menus at low cost, at mod
erate cost, and at liberal cost. 
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TREE PLANTIN~ 

Bring the spade and shovel, 
Thrust them in this place. 
(Some dawn from my window 
I'll see a thing of grace). 

Dig the black hole deeper; 
Husband, make it wide; 
There must be room aplenty 
For spreading roots inside. 

Fetch clear water, children, 
A bucketful or two; 
Waking roots are thirsty 
When the year is new. 

Set the sapling straightly, 
Brace it hand and knee; 
And drop a dream beSide it 
To grow as grows the tree. 

Pour the good earth round it, 
Tamp it it in a ring.' 
(Some dusk from my window 
I'll see a lovely thing). 

Limbs will round and widen 
For the young to raid; 
And for wife and husband 
T'will make a pleasant shade. 

Boughs will leaf and Hower, 
Bear a wholesome fruit; 
And we will taste the harvest 
And God will tend the root. 

Florence Hynes Willette 

Because one gives evidence of good 
breeding by her table service and 
table etiquette, the teacher should 
not neglect a detailed study of 
each. 

The extent of the instructor's 
actual demonstrations in food 
preparation will depend upon the 
amount of equipment, available 
space, and money at her disposal, 
but with an occasional demonstra
tion, with pictures to illustrate her 
point, and with visits to the dif
ferent markets and stores, she can 
succeed in making her students 
food conscIOUS and interested in 
experimenting on foods In their 
own homes. A conservative start, 
indeed, but isn't it worth trying? 
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MINNESOT AIS 

FOLK SCHOOL FOR FARMERS 

the people, it must stimulate in 
them a philosophy, an ideal and 
an objective of living that will 
most helpful to them. This '-clll.nnt:. 
be done by mere credits and degrees 
and diplomas alone, but there 
must be woven into the very fibre 
and thinking of the people a phil
osophy that is fundamental and 
stable, a philosophy on which they 
may build. 

BACK in 1888 there was est(lb
lished at St. Anthony Park, 
St. Paul, a practical School of· 

Agriculture for the purpose of 
training young men in the business 
of farming. That first year forty
seven students enrolled and at th~ 
fiftieth anniversary of the openln~ 
of the school, fourteen of that 
original class returned to celebrate 
the occasion. In 1896 the school 
was made co-educational, so that 
the farm girls might take courses 
in home economics and related 
subjects, preparatory to becoming 
better farm homemakers. During 
the fifty-two years that the School 
of Agriculture has served the State 
of Minnesota and the Northwest, 
over nineteen thousand young men 
and young women have attended 
and over eighty-six per cent of all 
who have ever attended have gone 
on into agriculttural work, return
ing to their farms and home com
munities, serving as better farmers 
and citizens. The School of Agri
culture at the University of Min
nesota is not to be confused with 
the College of Agriculture. The 
School is neither a high school nor 
a college. It is essentially a voca
tiorial training school, open to any 
farm boyar girl seventeen years 
of age or over. It serves largely two 
groups of students: first, those stu
dents seventeen years of age and 
over who have completed the 
eighth grade but have not com
pleted high school. Some of these 
folks have had some high school, 

Dr. J. C. Christianson, Superintendent 
of. the School of Agriculture and Director 
of Short Courses, St. Paul, Minn. . 
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but have not been graduated. Then 
the second group are those high 
school graduates. who intend to 
farm and who do not intend to 
go through a regular four year col
lege course of· nine months each 
year. They supplement their high 
school training by taking work 
along the line of their particular 
interest at this School of Agricul
ture at the University of Minne
sota. 

The emphasis at this School of 
Agriculture is on character build
ing, rather than on mere credit 
getting, and the objective is pri
marily to teach people how to 
work . together and get along 
together, understanding some of 
the forces beyond the home line 
fence that affect their everyday 
welfare, and seeing in the business 
of farming and homemaking an 
opportunity for a life that per
haps they had not seen before. 
During the fifty-two years that 
this School has been in existence, 
a large percentage of the active 
support and leadership of the vari
ous farm organizations in the State 
has originated in' the School of 
Agriculture. Even today, one may 
attend the farm organization meet
ing of almost any constructive 
farm group in the State and find 
among the leadership and the 
cooperators many of the graduates 
and former students of that 
School. 

More and more, real educators 
are getting away from the idea 
that the most important thing in 
education is credits and diplomas. 
It seems that if education is really 
going to serve the best interests of 

The School of Agriculture is 
not made up of just a number of 
courses, but fully as important as 
the courses offered are the general 
student activities, where the stu
dents participate in various discus
sion clubs, debating societies, relig
ious groups, dramatics, music 
organizations, and all such related 
activities as serve best to give a 
well-rounded training for these 
young people who are to take their 
places on the farm. The School is 
a bit old-fashioned in that there 
is a definite emphasis laid on 
Christian understanding. It is felt 
that only through such under
standing and a spirit of tolerance 
can real progress in civilization be 
expected. For instance, every Sun
day morning during the fall and 
winter· terms of school, the stu
dents gather voluntarily for a Sun
day morning song service, at 
which time some member of the 
faculty or distinguished guest 
speaks to them briefly on some 
phase of Christian living. For 
many years during each winter 
term, these talks have been given 
by Dean W. C. Coffey, dean of 
the Department of Agriculture of 
the University. Many of the stu
dents have said that these talks 
havi! ll"nstituted c most important 
part of their training at the 
School. 

The School of Agriculture is in 
session during twelve months of 
the year. Six months of the year 
are spent right at University Farm, 
attending classes and participating 
in general student activities. The 
other six months during the spring 
and summer are spent on the home 
farm, carrying on work there 
under the direction of. the School 
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_ of Agriculture. This work is car
ied ott in those fields along which 

:11'i student has studied d1:lring the 
preceding school year. FIeld men 
froUl the School visit these stu
dents at their homes and report 
the progress made by the student 
as well as give guidance and coun
sel to the student in the work. 
A new feature in the methods of 
teaching has been the use of the 
radio. The School of Agriculture 
conducts a radio program known 
as "The Friendly Road" at 7: 00 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday morning over WLB. Dur
ing the spring and summer months 
the men in charge of' project 
instruction for a division have fre
quently spoken to the students 
over the radio, giving them timely 
instructions on projects. 

The costs at the School of Agri
culture of the University of Min
nesota are maintained at the very 
minimum so that this training is 
within the reach of every young 
farm person. The total cost for 
each term of three months, includ
ing board, room, laundry, books, 
tuition and entertainment, is 
approximately $75. In 1935 the 
State of Minnesota passed a law 

• 
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whereby the State will pay the tui
tion, laboratory and equipment 
fees for any farm boy or girl under 
twenty-one years of age, who is 
an eighth grade graduate but not 
yet a high school graduate and 
who comes from a school district 
which does not maintain an accred
ited high school within its own 
jurisdiction. That would leave for 
those students only their board, 
room,and laundry to pay, which 
amounts to about $60 for a term 
of three months. 

Those in charge of the admin
istration of the School believe that 
it should be the duty of the School 
to maintain standards higher than 
that to which an individual is gen
erally accustomed in his daily life. 
Therefore, particular emphasis is 
placed on ideals and conduct and 
a clean and wholesome atmosphere 
in which the very best qualities of 
students may be given full expres
sion. The life of the students in 
the dormitories is under supervi
sion of the faculty. The average 
age of the students in attendance 
is about nineteen for the girls and 
around twenty for the boys. A 
student must be seventeen years of 
age in order to enroll. Another of 

the requirements for entrarice is 
that they must have had at least 
a year of real farm experience. 

In recent years other universities 
have been copying the plan of the 
School of Agriculture in its ob jec
tives and organization. Many uni
versities are, establishing what are 
known as general colleges in their 
academic department, wherein stu,.. 
dents may take short, general, 
broad over-view courses which 
help to give them a general prep
aration for life without having to 
meet requirements for a degree. 
The School of Agriculture at the 
University of Minnesota has pro
vided that opportunity for farm 
young people now over a period 
of fifty-two years. 

This is the only type of school 
which is definitely a farm school, 
training in the business of agricul
ture and homemakiilg, which has 
as its primary objective the devel
opment not only of vocational 
skill but of such philosophy and 
understanding as will enable these 
young farm people to be not only 
better farmers, but also better. citi
zens of their community, state and 
nation . 

IN THE EDITOR'S MAIL·· • 

us are discussing rural life philosophies now, and I 
am glad that I read Rural Roads to Security and that 
we had occasion and the privilege to question you 
personally on the Granger homestead project -
because when people say this or that theory is not 
practical we can point out that you have put your 
theories into practice. To the Editor: 

Yesterday two of my neighbors met with me 
and we made plans to invite all the people of Earl 
Park and Kentland, who heard you at Lafayette 
(about 40 men and women) to meet here in my 
home, to report their reactions. We are fortifying 
ourselves by reading both Rural Roads to Security 
and The Manifesto on Rural Life. We know we will 
not be able to answer all the questions but we hope 
to know enough to keep up a lively discussion for 
~ome time. Then either you will get a list of questions 
In the mail, or better still we may waylay you be
tween sessions when you return to Purdue. Most of 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

Last night a perfectly delightful bridge game 
went on the rocks because one of the four mentioned 
Msgr. Ligutti and we were off-and talked rural life 
un til 12 o'clock, and another farmer asked to read 
my Rural Roads to Security. 

The CATHOL:tc RURAL LIFE BULLETIN will 
be coming my way too. I have just sent in my sub
scription beginning with the February number which 
you say is quite outstanding. 

MAY 1941 

Mrs. Winifred Carton 

Earl Park, Indiana 
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The Popes and Agriculture 

• Throughout the Catholic world 
there is a growing appreciation of 
the profound significance of the 
Papal program of Christian social 
reconstruction as enunciated by the 
recent Popes beginning with Leo 
XIII. Thus on May .15th, the fif
tieth anniversary of the Papal 
encyclical Rerum N ooarum was 
widely celebrated in this country 
as well as abroad, even the secular 
press Jommg in the general 
applause of the "Magna Charta of 
Labor." 

Withal, there is still too little 
understanding of the fact that the 
social program of the Popes, far 
from confining itself to the Labor 
problem, envisages the reform of 
all classes and strata of society and 
the eventual coordination of all 
vocations and institutions into a 
Christian corporative order. In 
such a program agriculture, in the 
very nature of things, is bound to 
have a secure and honored place, a 
fact which all the recent Popes 
have clearly indicated. 

Thus in Rerum N ovarum Leo 
XIII pointed oqt fifty years ago: 

"If work people can be encour
aged to look forward to owning a 
few acres of land, the result will 
be that the vast gulf between 
great wealth and deep poverty will 
be bridged over and the two orders 
will be brought nearer together. 
Another consequence will be the 
greater abundance of the fruits of 
the earth. Men always work harder 
and more readily when they work 
on that which is their own; nay, 
they learn to love the very soil 
which yields in response to the 
labor of their hands, not only food 
to eat, but an abundance of the 
good things for themselves and 
those that are dear to them. It is 
evident how such a spirit of will
ing labor would add to the pro
duce of the earth and the wealth of 
the community." 

And Pius XI declared unequi
vocally in Quadragesimo Anno: 

"It is right indeed that the rest 
of the family contribute according 
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to their power towards the com
mon maintenance, as in the rural 
home or in the families of many 
artisans and small shop-keepers. 
But it is wrong to abuse the tender 
years of children or the weakness 
of woman. Mothers will above all 
devote their work to the home and 
the things connected with it. Intol
erable and to be opposed with all 
our strength, is the abuse whereby 
mothers of families, because of the 
insufficiency of the father's salary, 
are forced to engage in gainful 
occupations outside the domestic 
walls, to the neglect of their own 
proper cares and duties, particu
larly the education of their chil
dren." 

These are postulates of social 
reconstruction and, insofar as they 
assure domestic order and tran
quility, they are, in the final ana
lysis, prerequisites of international 
good order and peace. 

Our Rural Life Summer Schools 

• Elsewhere in this issue we are 
announcing the program of this 
year's Catholic Rural Life Sum
mer Schools to be held at St. 
John' s University, Collegeville, 
Minn., and at St. Benedict's Col
lege, Atchison, Kansas. In this con
nection we think readers may be 
interested in the comments of one 
of the participants at the summer 
school held last July at St. John's. 
The comments were sent to the 
BULLETIN by Father Albert Dav
ids aver of Osceola, Ia., who says: 

Was the Rural Life Summer 
School held at Collegeville, Minn., 
last July worth attending? The 
writer, speaking for himself, is 
firmly convinced that it was not 
only worth attending, but very 
profitable to those present for the 
two-week period. It gave one an 
idea of the various problems rural 
pastors have to face; it showed 
how different pastors were meeting 
their particular problems; it taught 
what could be done to help rural 
people; it encouraged pastors to go 
home and face their own needs 

N 
(0 

with renewed courage. In short 
the whole summer school was 1ik~ 
a spiritual bath for the priest sta. 
tioned in a rural parish. The very 
meeting of fellow priests from dif. 
ferent parts of the country Would 
have been enough to make the 
school a success, but added to this 
were such advantages as an excel. 
lent staff of instructors, ideal sur· 
j1"ounding;s, spkndid accommoda· 
tions, and an abundance of home· 
raised foods. Of course, there were 
a few flaws revealed in this first 
experimental course: the schedule 
was too heavy and a few classes 
were too "deep" for the majority 
of those present. But the immense 
amount of good done and the 
added impetus given to the rural 
priest far outweighed these minor 
defects. 

With the experience gained from 
the first summer school, the sue-
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ceeding ones should be even more 
enjoyable and profitable. No rural 
priest who can possibly make it, 
should miss the school this sum
mer. The time and the sacrifice it 
requires will be returned a hun
dredfold. 

We and the War 

• Despite the best of our efforts, 
this issue of the BULLETIN will 
reach subscribers more than two 
weeks late. And, strange as it may 
seem to peaceful ruralists, the 
remote cause of the delay is the 
European struggle which, as every
one knows, is already reaching tal
oned fingers across the seas to draw 
America in. It seems that American 
factories and railroads are already 
so jammed with defense orders 
that delivery schedules are com
pletely upset and we had to wait 

fully three weeks longer than usual 
to obtain the paper which goes 
into the making of the BULLETIN. 

All of which ought to remind 
us of the urgent necessity of help
ing to put our house in order. The 
post-war world, sick and tired of 
its ruinous spree of liberalistic 
economy, will need sound agrari
anism to help it get back on its 
feet. No matter who wins the 
struggle, the old order is definitely 
finished. It is up to us to help con
struct a new order-which, avoid
ing the errors of Communism, 
Nazism and Stateism in every 
form, will insure a fair share of 
social and economic security to all 
men and all nations. We believe 
agrarianism is the key to such a 
new and equitable order. 

Bringing the ConFerence 
to the South 

• Leaving the prairies of western 
North Dakota on Easter morning, 
the Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, 
D.D., Bishop of Bismarck, pres
ident of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, journeyed 
to Rayne, La., for a meeting of 
the priests of the Lafayette diocese 
at the invitation of the Most Rev. 
Jules B. Jeanmard, D.D., and by 
arrangement of Rev. Hubert Ler
schen, Rural Life director for the 
diocese. 

A one-day meeting was held 
and much interest exhibited in 
fundamental principles and proce
dure. 

Later Bishop Ryan spoke at a 
meeting at Birmingham, Ala., in 
the heart of the "Deep South" 
where he was guest of honor at a 
testimonial dinner given by the 
Most Rev. Bishop T. J. Toolen of 
Mobile. An interesting highlight 
of this meeting was the address by 
the effervescing Father Theodo
sius, O.S.B., of Cullman, Ala. 

We look forward to similar 
regional conferences in the South 
which, even more than other 
regions of America, looks to sound 
agrarianism for its economic sal
vation and rehabilitation. 
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"Mr. and Mrs. R.B." 

• To the host of their friends it 
is R. B. and M. B.-Ralph Bor
sodi and Mildred Borsodi-to the 
world they are the champions of 
Agrarian -Distributism. 

The CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 
BULLETIN notes with regret their 
resignation as co-directors of the 
School of Living, Suffern, N. Y. 
They are to take an extended rest 
and-we hope-to come back 
stronger and healthier to prea:ch 
the doctrine of sound economics 
in this mad world of ours. 

The after war period will need 
Borsodi economics and will recog
nize its worth. 

So it Goes! 

• A very good friend of ours 
wrote a eulogy of "Dirty Hands" 
but left out the dirty hands of the 
farmer. Transeat! 

Now comes the "March of 
Time"; it meant to praise the men 
of foreign birth in America: 

"Into the building of America 
have gone the blood and sweat, the 
talent and skill of generations of 
immigrants who paved its streets 
and highways, built its skyscrapers 
and subways, raised its bridges, 
dug its tunnels, and spanned the 
continent with a network of rails." 

And not a word about the 
farmers of foreign birth! Did they 
not share in the building of Amer
ica? 

What Will Happen to the Swallows? 

• The bells of San Juan Capis
trano welcomed back the swallows 
on the feast of St. Joseph-but 
commercialized "factories-in-the
fields" agriculture in the region, 
poison sprays, etc., may cause the 
swallows not to respond to the 
call of the bells. The break-up in 
the regularity in the swallows' 
flights indicates such possibility
so Rev. Arthur Hutchison, pastor 
of the church, stated recently. 

We suggest bio-dynamic farm
ing as the remedy. 
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A RUR'ALLIFE PROGRAM 

FOR CATHOLIC COLLEGES 

",.." SdcieIee, O.S.B. 

RURAL life is becoming respect
able. It is being noticed by the 

. best people. Some of the most con
firmed city dwellers will confess a 
secret weakness for a peaceful little 
home in the country, and a num
ber of writers have told us how to 
go about getting it. Many thinkers 
are discovering that rural life 
embraces values which are becom
ing increasingly alien to industri
alized urban society. The last book 
to come out of the Antigonish 
movement is an eloquent plea for 
a return to the Christian simplicity 
of rural living, despite the fact that 
that movement is flourishing as 
brilliantly in urban as in rural 
areas. A large number of books, 
articles, and conferences on rural 
life are further evidence of a grow
ing interest in rural life. We can 
thank the depression for this revi
val. Although a persistent minor
ity has for more than two decades 
emphasized the dangers of the 
increasing concentration and 
industrialization in modern eco
nomic society, it has taken the 
vivid experiences of the depression 
to bring home to great numbers of 
people the hollowness and insecur
ity of modern urbanism. 

But despite a widespread agree
ment as to the ideals and possibili
ties of rural living, it must be 
admitted that the logical conse
quences in the realm of action have 
been far from proportionate. A 
few zealous leaders have been 
working overtime to build up a 
practical program for the Catholic 

Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B.. Ph.D •• 
head of the Department of Economics. St. 
John's University. Collegeville. Minn. 

rural life movement, but those 
from whom they might expect 
concrete support have been quite 
generally unresponsive. Chief 
among these are our Catholic. col
leges. Although they are looked to 
for leadership in matters involving 
human values, and although their 
staffs are not unappreciative of the 
values of rural life, their curricula 
are for the most part as empty of 
distinctive rural educational activ
ities as during the golden 'twen
ties. 

If the rural life movement pre
sents a solution to many of the 
problems of industrialism, it is 
hard to see how the Catholic col
leges can excuse themselves from 
taking the lead in developing a 
rural life program. It is admitted 
on all sides that education for a 
career in rural lire has been shame
fully overlooked. Then what more 
logical contribution could the 
Catholic college make toward 
building a practical program of 
rural life and meeting some of the 
most crying social problems than 
by educating men and women for 
rural living? 

The following program of edu
cation for rural life is suggested 
with a view to calling attention 
to the wealth of possibilities open 
to the Catholic college. The pro
gram is intended to be highly flex
ible and experimental. It can be 
adapted to the location, clientele, 
and facilities of the individual 
school, adopted in whole or in 
part, and expanded as experience 
dictates and interest increases. But 
in one essential it will not admit 
of modification: the program must 

be based upon a deep -r .... 4 •• ~.OLLln' .. 
of the values of rural 

The first step in 
program of education for rural 
ing in a Catholic college would 
to integrate existing courses intoa 
rural life sequence. which with t& 
addition of a few key courses 
could serve as the basic training f~ 
prospective farmers, . 
rural teachers, rural priests 
employees of farmers' cooperative; 
and lovers of rural life in general: 
The first two years of the sequence 
would be a terminal course for 
future farmers, but would be taken 
with appropriate modifications by 
other rural life students. The pro
gram of studies for the first two 
years might be as follows: 

First Year 
Religion 
English 
Principles of Agriculture' 
Adult Education Technics and 

Cooperation 
Farm Arithmetic and Book· 

keeping 
Public Speaking 
Crafts 

Second Year 
Religion 
Principles of Agriculture 
Rural Sociology 
Political Science 
Introduction to Philosophy 
Agricultural Economics and 

Marketing 
Crafts 

This basic terminal course for 
future farm~rs should present a 
balance between technical and 
vocational courses and general or 
cultural courses. The latter would 
be designed to give the students an 
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understanding . ·of and deeper 
appreciation for rural social life 
and culture and to· endow them 
with information and interests 
which would enable them in later 
life to contribute toward the ele
vating of cultural standards of 
rural society. These general and 
inspirational courses would seek to 
broaden the mental vision of the 
students, assist them to overcome 
their prejudices and distrust of 
organized activity, and prepare 
them to take an intelligent part 
in rural community life, which 
noW embraces a growing variety of 
social and civic activities--county 
planning programs, cooperative 
ventures, and numerous other com
munity projects. 

In men's colleges the course in 
the principles of agriculture would 
constitute the backbone of the 
rural life sequence. This course 
would aim to give the rural life 
students a thorough understand
ing of the fundamentals of agricul
ture and to provide a solid basis 
for life-long individual study. It 
would be a practical course, 
arranged and taught by an agricul
tural specialist, and embracing the 
most important phases of agricul
tural science.' The instructor 
would divide his time between lec
tures in the classroom and demon
strations on the adjoining farm. 
The development of experimental 
plots (which might be under the 
management of other members of 
the faculty) would enhance the 
possibilities for demonstrating 
practices of rotation and fertiliz
~ng. At times agreed upon the 
tnstructor could turn the class over 
to the instructors in chemistry and 
biology for lectures and demon
strations in these sciences. These 
~ectures would be designed to 
Inculcate the fundamentals of those 
sciences as related to agriculture; 
and the lecturers would take pains 
to give the students an understand
ing of the concepts and terms 
which OCcur most commonly in 
farmers' bulletins. 

Next in importance are the craft 
Courses. In colleges· for men these 

courses would be framed with a 
view to giving the students fa<,:ility 
in the use of the more common 
tools. In the woodworking course, 
the students would learn to repair 
and sharpen tools, build and repair 
wooden structures, repair and 
upholster furniture, and operate a 
wood-turning lathe. A few lessons 
in mechanical drawing would be 
of great value in teaching students 
to read blueprints and follow spe
cifications. The second craft course 
would be forging and iron-work
ing. Here the student would learn 
to set up a small forge and use 
iron-working tools. As in the 
woodworking course, the projects 
assigned would be typical of the 
farm-forge welding, sharpening 
plowshares, tempering, soldering, 
and perhaps some ornamental 
work. In both courses the instruc
tor would endeavor to instil an 
appreciation and love for creative 
activity and impress upon the stu
dent the economic value of making 
things for himself, so as to avoid 
the constant pressure for increas
ing cash income which bears so 
heavily upon modern commercial
istic farmers. 

With the same end in view, the 
young woman would be given the 
opportunity to become skilled in 
household crafts. She would learn 
weaving, dress-m~ng, dietetics, 
home preparation and preservation 
of foods, and other household 
arts; and at the same time the 
instructors would impress upon 
her the value of the genuinely 
functional home in which the fam
ily cooperates in the use of its skills 
and local resources to satisfy a wide 
va;riety of daily wants. In case 
either the young women or men 
are not easily convinced that it is 
cheaper "to make it at home," 
they can be introduced to the Bor
sodi studies which prove that the 
labor return for time spent in 
home production often far exceeds 
that for time spent in commercial 
production. For interest and vari
ety in all craft courses, the students 
would be given opportunities for 
participant observation in the local 
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garden, mill, apiary, carpenter 
shop, blacksmith shop, kitchen, 
handiwork center. 

However, none of the craft stu
dents would be permitted to go 
through the motions of learning 
a craft or household art in which 
he or she is already proficient. One 
of the first principles to be instilled 
into the rural life students would 

- & 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
Grant me the strength for hours of toil 
On my small square of stony soil. 
Steady my ploughing, cover my seed, 
Germinate them with the faith that 

I need. 
Bring up warm rain out of the west, 
Send sunshine for growing, 
Darkness for rest. 

From ••• "The Prairie's Rim" 

• 
be that they are studying not for 
credits but for life, and if they 
have learned cooking or dressmak
ing at home (as they should 
have), they will not be urged to 
take courses in home economics 
just for the sake of getting enough 
credits to complete a major or 
minor; and if the young men have 
learned wood-working in high 
school, they can spend their time 
in advanced courses or in some 
other craft or course. 

This basic two-year course 
might be considered more or less 
as an ideal to be attained over a 
period of years. If, for iilstance, 
the hiring of an agricultural expert 
is out of the question, the instruc
tors in chemistry and biology 
cQuld collaborate in offering a sim
ilar, though perhaps less complete, 
course in practical agriculture. If 
facilities for heavy crafts are lack
ing, it would nevertheless be pos
sible to make a beginning with 
lighter crafts and arts. Likewise, it 
might take considerable planning 
and experimentation to ascertain 

'Cf, for instance, "A Practical Four
Year Course in Vocational Agriculture" 
(mimeograph), by GlennA. Scott, Agri
cultural Instructor, Pelican Rapids, Minn. 
(for high school). ...... . 
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how much importance to assign to 
individual courses and how many 
hours to allot for lectures, labora
tory, observation, field work. 
These are all problems to be 
worked out in the light of local 
conditions and actual experience. 
Nevertheless, there is scarcely a col
lege which could not make a 
beginning in this direction, and 
with the addition of educational 
activities to be mentioned later, 
most colleges would find them
selves sponsoring a vigorous edu
cational program for rural living. 

Upon this basic two-year course 
other rural life students could 
build their program of studies to 
suit their particular needs. The 
prospective rural teacher might 
wish to rearrange the individual 
courses, postponing some until 
the third or fourth year or elimi
nating others entirely, depending 
upon his or her principal field of 
concentration and the requirements 
of the State accrediting agency. 
Perhaps in place of forging the 
young man would prefer some 
Hghter craft, such as lart metal 
work, weaving, leather work, 
painting, ceramics. But in any case 
the rural life student should 
acquire a skill in some chosen- craft 
so that he or she may experience 
the joy of creative activity and 
grasp the full meaning of home
making-which implies making 
the most of one's talents in enrich
ing and beautifying home-life. In 
their education courses, the rural 
life students would discuss aims of 
education in rural schools, prob
lems of administration, and pro
posals for making the rural school 
an integral community institution, 
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which serves its community by 
educating youth for rural as well 
as urban living. 

Like the prospective rural 
teacher, the future rural pastor 
might have to postpone the craft 
courses until later years-perhaps 
until after he enters the seminary." 
But crafts provide a training 
which will be invaluable to the 
rural priest. Through an interest 
in such pursuits, he can institute 
a craft course in his parish school. 
win and entertain delinquent boys, 
and derive a constantly increasing 
enjoyment out of his own creative 
activity. It is worth repeating that 
crafts are essential to a rural life 
course, because no other training 
will so deeply impress upon the 
student the spirit of self-help and 
the desire for self-activity; no 
other training will so aptly pre
pare a young man or woman for 
happiness in rural living. It will 
be a powerful force in" breaking 
down the snobbish notion that it 
is degrading to work with one's 
hands, and in reviving the true 
concept of an art, while no other 
discipline is so rich in possibilities 
of character-building. In the words 
of a Kentucky mountaineer, "Hit's 
better for folkses characters to larn 
'em to work with their hands." 

A fourth group of students 
with a bent for business manage
ment could take the basic course 
in rural life with a view to acquir
ing an understanding of rural soci
ety and a deep appraciation for the 
values of rural living, and with 
this as a background prepare them
selves to fill positions as account
ants, managers, and field-men for 
various kinds of farmers' coopera
tives. The central place in this field 
of concentration would be occu
pied by the course on cooperatives 
and adult education techniques. 
Other courses would include 
accounting, economics, statistic!), 
marketing, and business adminis
tration. Again it would be neces·· 
sary to rearrange the courses of the 
first two years, postponing or 
dropping one or the other, but the 
student would be urged' to take as 

many of them as possible so as 
build up a rich background 
rural life. Training of this 
should insure a supply of highly 
capable employees and officials fOI 
rur~l cooperatives, thus securing 
effiCIent management without dan. 
ger of excessive commercialism. 

Finally, other students who do 
not fall into any of the above 
groups may wish to take various 
rural life courses with a view to 
preparing themselves to take active 
part in rural community life. 
These students could take as elec· 
tives courses in crafts, cooperation, 
adult education techniques, rural 
sociology. Specialized courses in 
rural sociology, agricultural eco· 
nomics, agrarian literature, etc., 
might be offered for those who 
wish more advanced training in 
rural life subjects, while some of 
the basic courses might be taken 
by young men who are planning 
to specialize in scientific agricul. 
ture, by young women planning 
to go on in home economics at a 
state agricultural college. 

So much for the formal instruc
tion. But class-work constitutes 
only a small part of a Catholic 
education. A Catholic college car
ries on its work of educating youth 
almost twenty-four hours a day. 
Even more important than impart
ing technical training is the forma
tion of character, the building of 

SA number of seminarians of St Jobn's 
Seminary. Collegeville. Minn.. . are at 
present learning wood-turning and wood
",:"orking. while others are learning to 
bmd books and magazines. 
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seful habits, and the imparting 
uf a sense of social responsibility 
°nd a thoroughly Christian phil~ 
~sophY of life. And these ends are 
to a large extent attained through 
a judicious selec.tion and fo~t~r~ng 
of extra~curncular activIties. 
Accordingly, the Catholic college 
will endeavor to direct the rural 
life students toward those extra~ 
curricular activities which are most 
calculated to round out their moral 
and intellectual development and 
to present them with situations 
typical of their later social life. 
Like the Danish folk school. the 
Catholic college gives its students 
the opportunity to live together, 
to work and study together, and 
to play together, with a view to 
imparting a community spirit and 
laying the foundations for sponta~ 
neous cooperative activities. As 
regards the rural life students, this 
will mean first of all a variety of 
club activities in which students 
can learn the art of discussion and 
social deportment. Clubs can be 
formed to follow up any avenue 
which could not be adequately 
explored in formal class work. Stu
dents may wish to read and dis
cuss agrarian literature, the history 
of agriculture, philosophy, art, or 
any topic of common interest. 
Others may wish to give more 
time to handicrafts through the 
medium of a handicraft club. 
Someone is sure to start a club for 
the discussion of cooperatives and 
self~he1p activities; while others 
may wish to continue discussion of 
religious or social questions which 
could not be fully dealt with in 
class. The college will foster such 
spontaneous efforts at self~educa
tion, because they all contribute to 
the enrichment of college life and 
because they represent the type of 
activity which should form a large 
part of adult life in a rural com
munity. More ambitious ventures 
with the same general aim are 
"Campus co~ops" and credit 
unions which have proved highly 
successful on many a campus. And 
~o create a wider circle of interest. 
Intramural club activities may be 

followed by intercollegiate confer
ences on topics discussed in campus 
study clubs. 

Recreational activities will be of 
such a nature that they can be eas~ 
ily carried over into adult life. The 
school will stress games requiring 
little equipment which can be 
played in the home or with a few 
neighbors. Each student will make 
an effort to acquire skill in some 
games which he or she will be 
able to playas members of a rural 
home and rural community. The 
college could also foster entertain~ 
ment meetings between the stu~ 
dents of adjoining girls' and boys' 
colleges. Such gatherings would 
exemplify folk dancing and party 
games which are popular in rural 
social gatherings (and should be 
popular elsewhere). such as those 
described by Father George Nell! 
It is common experience that com~ 
munities prefer folk dancing and 
party games to modern dancing, 
once they have caught the spirit of 
the thing; and there are no wall
flowers--everyone can take part in 
the Grand March or in any of the 
many musical games. By cultivat~ 
ing in its students an appreciation 
for wholesome, "home~made" rec~ 

reation, the Catholic college will 
counteract the stultifying influence 
of modern commercial recreation 
and lay the foundation for vigor
ous community life. 

Finally, the Catholic college can 
aid the cause of rural life by con~ 
ducting a program of adult educa
tion. Such a program would nec
essarily vary· widely from college 
to college, but no matter how lim~ 
ited its facilities, any college will 
discover a variety of ways in 
which it can cooperate with other 
agencies in adult education. The 
first step in this direction would 
probably be to provide speakers 
for meetings of rural people
cooperatives, civic gatherings, hol~ 
iday celebrations, etc. The speaker 
assigned to any meeting can serve 
the cause of educating youth by 
taking with him on such occasions 
one or more of his students who 
will profit by a taste of practical 
rural life. As activities of this 
nature are expanded, the college 
may in time become, like the pio~ 
neering university of St. Francis 

(Continued on page 50) 

'Father Nell and Edith FeIdhake, Part!! 
Games and Recreation Talks, Cooperative 
Parish Activities Service, Effingham, III. 

THE SONG OF THE PLOW 

It was I who built Chaldea and the cities of the Plain; 
I was Greece and Rome and Carthage and the opulence of Spain. 
When their courtiers walked in scarlet 
And their queens wore chains of gold-
And forgot that 'twas I that made them, 
Growing Godless folk and bold-
I went over them in judgement, and again my cornfields stood, 0,,«,\"oar IJ 

Where empty courts bowed homage in obsequious multitude. • /() 
FOR THE NATION THAT FORGETS ME, ff 
IN THAT HOUR HER DOOM IS SEALED ~ 
BY A JUDGEMENT AS FROM HEAVEN "0 
THAT CAN NEVER BE REPEALED. '/9'" 

.t:j-
Harry Kemp 
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X\avier in Antigonish, Nova Sco
tia, a center for adult education, 
supplying speakers and literature 
to local study groups, and even
tually conducting an organized 
program of adult education. 

Biding that time, the college can 
offer its facilities for other under
takings along the lines of adult 
education. It could adopt the 
European practice of holding 
"semaines" or weeks of study and 
discussion on rural life and agri
culture. It could hold conferences 
of two or three days for farmers 
or farmers' wives. It could popu
larize the ideals and principles of 
rural life by rural life numbers of 
the school publication, by sending 
members of its faculty to rural life 
meetings and conventions, by 

securing speakers on rurai Hfe, etc. 
A more ambitious venture would 
be to offer a six-weeks' or two
months' course, modelled on the 
leadership course given yearly by 
St. Francis Xavier University, for 
rural youth who are unable to take 
the two-year course outlined 
above. Finally, the Catholic col
lege can continue and expand an 
undertaking already under way; it 
can conduct a summer school in 
rural life for rural priests and other 
rural ileadiers, while colleges for 
women could conduct a similar 
school for Sisters teaching in rural 
districts and for other women 
leaders. 

An educational program of this 
general nature-whether adopted 
in whole or in part-will be an 

investment in rural leadership 
which will pay permanent. divi. 
dends. Any college which directs 
its energies to this end will Con. 
tribute more effectively to the ulti. 
mate preservation of democracy 
than does the entire armament pro. 
gram, for there is no firmer bul. 
wark against regimentation than a 
contented, self-reliant rural popu. 
lation which appreciates the free. 
dom and independence of a life on 
the land and the values of rural 
living in general. Finally, a vig. 
orous educational program in rural 
life would be the greatest service 
any college could make to the 
Church and Christianity, for it ~ 
to the rural population that We 
must look to supply the human 
deficit of our dying cities. 

EDU(ATINCI THE EDU(ATORS 

JlEDUCA TE our present pop-
ulation to live on the land." 

This cry is heard from many quar
ters of our country and rightly so 
for its need is urgent. But before 
we can educate we must have 
instructors. It is with these, then, 
that we must begin. 

If we are to have education for 
the land we must first prepare our 
teachers for this work. There 
might be some already in the field 
but their number is small, at least 
of those who aim to educate for 
the small family farm. Teachers 
of the commercialized type of 
farming are more numerous. 

Education of the teacher for 
this type of work is not enough. 
She must love and have an enthu-

Sister M. Magdalen Rozmajzl de N. 
D., Ph.D.,. M.A., a Nebraska teacher. . '. . 

siasm for it and also have a firm 
conviction of this present need. 
One with a background of life on 
the land may possess some of 
these qualities but frequently it is 
the teacher of the one-room rural 
school. She, in most cases, does 
not have the necessary training. If 
she does, too often her preparation 
was received where, 

"No' effoirt is made to create 
sympathy for, devotion to, or 
understanding of rural school 
work .... "1 

This cannot fail to bring about 
very discouraging results as stated 
in the following: 

"No wonder so many of our 
young women, who have been 
born and reared on the prairies, 
lose their attachment to the rural 
environment during their period 
of preparation in the community' 
normal training school. Often they 
come forth with a distaste for the 
inconveniences of rural life and a 

disdain for the simplicity of coun· 
try children. ". 

The author speaks here of the 
religious teacher but it can also 
be applied to secular teachers as 
well. They sometimes receive their 
education in secular institutions 
which aim to prepare one for 
teaching but make no distinction 
between urban and rural work. 
Whatever qualities for rural work 
such a prospective teacher may 
possess when she enters upon her 
period of training, these, during 
her years of study in a large city, 
.are lost, so that her whole attitude 
towards rural life changes. 

For one who has never lived in 
the country and has received the 
above type of education that much 
the worse. Such a teacher is far 
more apt to encourage her pupils 
to leave the rural community and 

1Joseph H. Ostdiek, "The Rural Parish 
School Program," THE CATHOLIC 
RURAL LIFE BULLETIN, May 20, 1938, 
26. 

·Ibid., 26 . 
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to seek "better" advantages in the 
city. This need not be done delib~ 
erately but in her teaching she 
unconsciously paints city life in 
glowing colors with the result that 
youth is lured away from the 
farm. 

How important it is, then, to 
choose prospective teachers of rural' 
children from the ranks of those 
who have an interest in rural life. 
Regarding this quality, in the case 
of the one~room teacher, fre~ 

quently there is little cause for 
worry. She usually comes from the 
rural home and possibly has 
received her training in a local 
community. The greatest difficulty 
presents itself in the small town 
school where the majority of chil~ 
dren come from the rural home. 
Here the teachers are usuall y those 
with more training of the urban 
type. 

Farming today requires educa~ 
tion and intelligence. For this good 
schools and teachers are necessary. 
Since such a large percentage of our 
school children, in some States 
over fifty per cent, attend either 
the rural or the small town school, 
it is necessary that they have 
teachers who are well qualified for 
their work. These children are 
entitled to the same high stand~ 
ards of teaching as the city child. 
Too often this is not the case. 

Less qualified teachers can hope 
to obtain a position only in rural 
districts and small town school 
systems where lower salaries are 
paid. For this reason teachers with 
higher education seek positions in 
city schoo[ systems where their 
services will be rewarded with a 
higher compensation. Then too, 

the 'question of convenience, better 
equipped schools and various other 
factors appeal to the higher edu~ 
cated teacher and cause her to seek 
employment in the city. 

But these are not the only 
things that keep the better trained 
teachers from seeking positions 
among rural children. Too often 
good material is turned away by 
public opinion which circulates the 
idea that the rural teacher is infe~ 
rior to her city sister. More can~ 
didates could be drawn to the pro~ 
fession if their work were consid~ 
ered just as honorable and even 
more so than teaching in a city 
school system. Hence it happens 
that only those who are less qual~ 
ified to meet the requirements of 
larger city school systems are sat~ 
isfied to teach where they can 
receive a position which only 
strengthens the opinion of medi~ 
ocrity of the rural teacher. 

This widespread opinion is due 
to the fact that States usually set 
lower requirements for teachers of 
small town schools and particu~ 
larly of the one-room rural school. 
It is generally known that these 
teachers are not So well prepared 
and that their standards are lower. 
A well-(trained teacher does not 
care to be so stigmatized and hence 
is kept from a position in which 
she could do much good. 

I am not referring here to 
teachers who have a high urban 
training. These would be worse 
than useless in training the rural 
child for life on the land. But I 

-
In 1940 there were 7,597 parishes 

with schools having an enrollment of 
2,108,892 students, while in 1941 there 
were 7,660 parishes with schools and 
yet the enrollment dropped to 2,017, 
094. This is a matter that deserves 
serious consideration. 
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am speaking "of '. teachers who 
through practical courses have 
grasped the importance of "edtica~ 
tion for the land," who have a 
keen sense of the dignity of farm 
labor and an understanding and 
sympathy toward country life. 
These are often kept away because 
of the foregoing reasons. 

The above is true of secular 
teachers but what about the relig~ 
ious who constitute a large per~ 
centage of our teachers in rural 
districts? Aspirants for the Sister~ 
hood also come from country as 
well as city homes. In preparing 
for their profession they, as a rule, 
all receive the same type of educa~ 
tion, the "citified" kind. The first 
lose what interest they had, while 
the second never acquire it. This is 
clearly brought out by the Rev. 
George Johnson, Ph.D., when he 
writes: 

"The weakness is that these 
religious teachers have seldom had 
a preparation that is specifically 
rural. Our diocesan teachers' col~ 
leges, our community normals and 
the department of education in our 
universities do not provide courses 
that envisage education in terms 
of farm life. A goodly number of 
religious vocations come from the 
country, but it is not always true 
that the Sisters sent to the rural 
schools have had early farm expe~ 
rience. Hence it is that neither by 
training nor by experience are they 
equipped to deal with the prob~ 
lems that face our rural popula~ 
tion .... Their sense of values 
has an urban coloring and in the 
country they are strangers in a 
strange land. The overtones of 
their teaching is urban: they 
explain things in terms of their 
own past experience, and listening 
to them the children come to feel 
the spell of the city. Meanwhile, of 
course, the teacher has little or no 
concept of what life on the land 
involves and no vision of its 
future.'" 

Granting that our Catholic col~ 
leges frequently do not offer 

"Ibid., 26. 
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courses necessary for this type of 
work and that religious cannot 
register at secular institutions that 
might offer such courses, there is 
still another obstacle that presents 
itself in the path of those who 
would be interested in securing the 
proper type of training. Religious 
have the vow of obedience and 
therefore are not always free to 
choose their own courses. This in 
some cases is done by the superiors. 
They have the welfare of the entire 
community in mind and hence 
select such courses for their sub
jects as are needed in their plans. 

Because of their training, relig
ious teachers endeavor to perform 
their duties conscientiously but if 
they have pursued courses for 
which they have no interest their 
work will lack the enthusiasm 
which is necessary for successful 
teaching. Even at their best the 
teaching will want the "soul" for 
how can a teacher give her pupils 
what she does not possess herself? 
How can she arouse in her pupils 
the love of farm life if she knows 
nothing about it? Therefore only 
such should be chosen tor this 
work who already have an interest 
in it or who can cultivate it. 

When teachers are properly pre
pared then can one hope to educate 
the child for rural life. Children 
are very easily influenced. Especi
ally is this true if they love the 
one who may exercise this influ
ence over them. If a teacher is 
loved by her pupils, whatever she 

. says is taken for granted. Children 
will meet even their parents' argu
ment with "Teacher said so" and 
what teacher says is law. For this 
reason a teacher can do much to 
arouse an interest in her pupils 
for farm life. 

In doing this, she must guard 
against creating a desire for large 
-scale farming. Her first concern 
should be to show that money is 
not the only thing for which to 
strive but rather a happy contented 
home where farming is conducted 
first for the support of the imme
diate family and after that is 
accomplished, earning something 
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over and above for other purposes. 
But the present curriculum makes 
this task a difficult one for: 

" . • . the educational curricu
lum almost everywhere, in small 
villages as well as in the country 
itself, is a completely 'citified' cur
riculum, tending to make every
one city minded.'" 

A change, then, in the curricu
lum will be necessary. One adapted 
to the needs of the pupils will have 
to replace the one existing now. It 
will have to contain such subjects 
which will teach the child to do 
the things he will be required to 
do on a small family farm. This 
is not always an easy task because 
other authorities, besides the 
teacher, decide the curriculum. She 
will, however, do all she can with 
the material with which she has 
to work and use her influence to 
bring about the necessary changes. 
Until then, she will have to use 
her own initiative and do what 
lies in her power. 

In the course of her teaching 
many opportunities arise where 
she can call attention to the advan
tages of a small family farm, of 
rural life, of the beauties of nature 
in the country, of opportunities 
for better health, through more 
wholesome and plentiful food. She 
can point out to them the inde
pendent rife of the farmer, his 
security, the joy resulting from his 
acconwlishments as contrasted 
with proletarian slavery, the inse
curity of the working man, his 
dependence on a job and a wage, 
the mechanization of his labor 
which results in the destruction of 
character and the loss of much or 
all interest in work and in life. 

Should some of her pupils find 
it necessary to earn their living in 
a city, the love of' rural life 
instilled during their formative 
years will encourage them to 
become at least part-time farmers 
and not make them dependent on 
a wage alone. They will have a 
higher appreciation of life on the 
land; they will have learned how 
to live properly and may even be 
a good influence in this direction 

among those with whom 
work. Others seeing their 
ity, security, happiness, and 
cess will also tryout this mode 
living. Thus they can attain that 
independence and security which is 
so very necessary for the full devel. 
opment of man and which was 
intended by God. 

But let us returti to the curri. 
·culum. We mentioned before that 
a change in the rural school curri. 
culum is necessary and that it must 
be adapted to the needs of the rural 
child. That this is possible has 
been and Still is being de,mon. 
strated in the Granger Homestead 
project where all the boys and girls 
in the morning attend classes 
which are devoted to cultural sub· 
jects and in the afternoon separate, 
the boys going to the shop where 
they learn how to do the things 
they will need to do on their farms 
or around the home and the girls 
going to their domestic science 
homemaking classes. These 
are not the "city type" but 
nearly as possible adapted to 
home conditions under which 
students will live. Provisions 
also made for those who may 
to follow a profession but the 
dency is to keep the boys and girls 
on homesteads. 

The urban type of curriculum 
does not appeal to many a country 
child. Teachers sometimes wonder 
why they cannot arouse the inter
est of some children. Such they 
usually class as "dull." This, hoW
ever, is not always the case. One 
example will suffice. 

Edward was a boy in the seV
enth grade. His teacher often won
dered how he ever reached that 
grade. He was not a troublesome 
child but always occupied with his 
own thoughts and living in a 
world of his own. It was difficult 
to draw him into class discussions 
for he just "sat there and looked 
on." The teacher, wishing to find 
out the cause, seized an opportun
ity one day after school hours to 

'Virgil Michel. 'Education for Tomor
row," Free America, Vol. II, No.6, 14· 
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nter into a conversation with the 
~y ~Oy. A few questions on what he 
t· does at home after school hours 
c· and on vacation days brought 
)f forth such a :flow of conversation 
It from this silent boy that the 
IS teacher immediately knew the 
I· cause of his lack of interest. The 

subjects under discussion in class 
were not in his line. He was inter
ested in nature, the farm and eve
rything connected with it. He 
could tell the names of all the 
different animals, birds, insects, 
with which he came in contact. He 
could recognize their tracks, knew 
their habits, knew when, where, 

1 . and how best to trap them. He 
could talk with enthusiasm of all 
the different experiences he had 
encountered with them. Edward 
was also interested in the animals, 
fowls and machinery on the farm. 
The teacher profited from her dis
covery. Practically all of her pupils 
were from the farm and she her
self, though from a large city, had 
through a course in agriculture de
veloped some interest in the farm. 
Consequently she was able to 
make her class discussions take 
another form with the result that 
the entire class as well as she her
self profited greatly from this here
tofore supposed "dull" boy's con
tributions. 

This same boy had on a pre
vious occasion surprised everyone 
When, because of lack of charac
ters, he was given a part in a play. 
He did so well that he was talked 
of for weeks afterwards. A promi
nent individual seeing him act 
said, "Here we have no artificiality 
but real talent." Such instances as 
the above, no doubt, could be mul
tiplied. And so, 

"The school as a creative 
moulder of culture and civilization 
must re-establish contact with its 
environment instead of being ever 
so often an isolated curio in its 
neighborhood or a temporary ref
Uge from life."5 
, Children with the proper train
Ing will carry these ideas home and 
arOUse the interest of their parents 
but this will not be enough. Much 

good could be accomplished if the 
interest of the adult in this "back 
to the land movement" could be 
secured. This can be done only by 
educating the public. Because of 
the urban-mindedness of our pop
ulation it will take a lot of cour
age, patience and perseverance. It 
will take leaders who are willing 
to go ahead in spite of difficulties 
and even possible failures. Experi
ence shows that 

" •.. Education has in the 
past offered its facilities too exclu
sively to the young .... The pos
sibilities of adult education cannot 
be doubted in the face of such 
inspiring evidence as is furnished 
by the Antigonish Movement of 
Nova Scotia among others."" 

On the whole, many adults and 
among them those living on farms 
are imbuedwith the idea "one can
not make anything on the farm." 
This is true where farming was 
carried on by factory methods. 
Sooner or later the toll for soil 
mining will have to be paid in 
poor or no crops. That is what is 
happening to farmers who raise 
only cash crops. How then can 
such parents interest their children 
in the advantages of the farm 
when they do not see any them
selves? Their complaints will only 
drive their children to the cities 
where they expect to make more 
money. 

What is necessary then, is to 
educate adults in proper methods 
of farming, to show them that 
they can make the farm pay, to 
teach them to plan over a longer 
period of years, to teach them pre
servation of soil fertility and all 
that goes into making farming a 
success. They need to be taught 
that farming for a living comes 
first and then farming for cash. 

Too often, the idea of making 
money on the farm is uppermost 
in the minds of adults. Education 
of adults will also consist in con
vincing them that riches are not 
happiness but that knowledge and 
virtue count more than money. 
They will need to be taught satis-
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faction in self-sufficiency, indepen
dence and loyalty in the family. 
contentment among its members. 
and to feel the thrill in one's own 
creations. Could they but once 
experience this they would be 
happy in providing for their needs 
with a certain measure of comfort 
and convenience and would not 
long for that which only tends 
to make life miserable. 

All this means changing one's 
entire viewpoint and this will not 
be easy. Adults are usually set in 
their ideas and are not readily 
in:fluenced. Ordinarily not until 
they have exhausted every other 
means to better their condition and 
have failed; not until they have 
been driven to dire need are they 
willing to grasp at the opportun
ity that is offered them in the 
homestead idea or another similar 
plan. Creating a public opinion of 
the advantages of living on the 
land will make the task easier. 
Once it has been tried out with 
success it is not so easily given up. 
But this training is a long and 
slow process which requires the 
utmost patience. 

Educating the adult along these 
lines presents one of the most dif
ficult problems. Once this has been 
accomplished we can hope, and 
only then, that parents will 
become enthusiastic over life on 
the land and impart the same to 
their children. Their home will be 
a home in the true sense of the 
word. It will be an attractive place 
for their growing children who 
will have such a love for it that 
they will not seek pleasures else
where but will find them around 
the family hearth. How could such 
a life be anything but happy? 
What more could we want for our 
country? Contented, happy homes 
mean a contented, happy nation. 
Proper preparation of the teacher, 
the leader, proper education of the 
child, and patient, persistent edu
cation of the adult will accom
plish this. 

5Ibid" 14. 
"Ibid., 13. 

53 



THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL 
(ONFERENCE 

Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara' D. D. 
Honorary President 

Most Rev. Aloysius J. Muench, D. D 
Episcopal Advisor 

Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, D. D. 
President 

Rev. John La Farge, S. J. 
First Vice President 

Rev. Joseph H. Ostdiek 
Second Vice President 

Rev. Christopher Murray 
Third Vice President 

Rev. Louis N. Zirbes, - - Treasurer 

Mr. Frank Bruce, ~ - - - Secretary 

Rt. R~v. Msgr. Luigi G. Ligutti, LL.D. 
Executive Secretary 

Rural Life Summer Schools 

• Perhaps the most important 
forward step taken by the Con
ference in recent years is the estab
lishment of Catholic Rural Life 
Summer Schools. Elsewhere in this 
issue we record the impression of 
one participant at the very suc
cessful summer school held last 
year at St. John's university at 
Collegeville, Minn .. This year the 
Conference will sponsor two such 
schools-at St. John's university, 
Collegeville, Minn" July 14th to 
24th, and at St. Benedict's college, 
Atchison, Kans., July 21 to 31st. 

Subjects slated for discussion at 
both schools include: 

The Philosophy of Catholic 
Rural Life; Culture and Rural 
Living; Religious Instruction in 
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the Rural Parish; Rural Welfare; 
The Bibliography of the Catholic 
Rural Life; A Rural Youth Pro
gram; Rural Education; Methods 
of Adult Education; Commercial 
vs. Mode of Living . Farming; 
Crafts and Home Production; 
Part-time Farming; Cooperation 
and Self-Help; The Soil and Sci
entific Farming; Rural Housing; 
Government Agencies. 

Weare listing here a few of the 
main leaders in the Rural Life 
School; other names will be added 
as final arrangements are made. 

Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, 
D.D., Bishop of Bismarck, Presi· 
dent of the National Catholi( 
Rural Life Conference. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. L. G. Ligutti, 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

Very Rev. William Mulloy, 
Fargo, N. Dak. . 

Rev. John C. Rawe, S.J., 
Institute of Social Order, New 
York City. 

Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B .. , 
St. John's University, Collegeville, 
Minn. 

Rev. Ernest Kilzer, O.S.B., St. 
John's University, Collegeville, 
Minn. 

Rev. Gilbert Wolters, O.S.B., 
St. Benedict's College, Atchison, 
Kansas. 

Rev. Charles Aziere, O.S.B., St. 
Benedict's College, Atchison, Kan
sas. 

Dr. A. Drummond Jones, 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
Department of Agriculture, Wash
ington, D. C. 

Dr. W. C. Lowdermilk, Assist
ant Chief Soil Conservation Serv
ice, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Henry Taylor, Farm Foun
dation, Chicago, Ill. 

Detailed information will be 
given on request. 

We Sponsor A Contest 

• $5.00 for the best essay in reply 
to this news item found in 
Iowa newspaper: . 

"Told to Teach for 
Life.-Elementary schools 
make the change that will prepare 
youth 'for an urban and industrial 
society rather than for an agrarian 
society,' Dr. Guy M. Bond, Uni. 
versity of Minnesota education 
professor, told 125 high 
supervisors and other 
meeting at Sioux City recently." 
It's worth $5.00 of our money 
discover what our readeI~S--V()Un~ 
and old-think of the 
guished professor's 

Bulletin Index 
• With this number of the BUL· 
LETIN, readers will receive a com
plete index of the contents of the 
first three volumes (11 issues) of 
the BULLETIN. For the conveni
ence of readers who wish to keep 
the BULLETIN for a permanent 
reference we also offer a cloth cover 
suitable for binding, as well as 
bound volumes of the past issues. 
For details, consult the announce
ment on the back cover. 

s 

CATHOLIC SUMMER SCHOOLS 
-MOTHERHOUSES

NOVITIATES: 
The National Catholic Rural Life 

Conference will be very happy to fur
nish speakers to explain its aims and 
program. Write to: 

Speakers Bureau, 
National Catholic Rural Life Conf" 
5256th Ave., Des MOines, Iowa 

« 
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• The· announcement of new 
services offered by the Conference 
has elicited favorable comment 
from many quarters, who are only 
nOW discovering how the Confer:
ence can help them, in a practical 
manner, to bring the message and 
objectives of the Catholic rural 
life movement to the rank and :file 
0: the people. Of particular value 
is the SPEAKERS' B UREA U, 
which furnishes speakers on gen~ 
eral or specific subjects pertaining 
to rural life in its economic, social 
and religious phases. 

We again call attention to. our 
LITERA TURE service. We have 
a quantity of leaflets for free dis~ 
tribution; you can have as many 
as you want for the asking. You 
can buy from our Book Depart~ 
ment any literature on the agra~ 
rian-distributist, cooperative move~ 
ment and related subjects. Write 
for list of books yo.U want per~ 
manently or make use of our 
FREE LIBRARY SERVICE. 

Our Information Center for 
RURAL YOUTH apparently 
answers a widespread demand. The 
Center operates at St. John's Uni~ 
versity, Collegeville, Minn., in 
charge of Professor Emerson Hynes 
for the development of discussion 
groups among rural young people. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS FOR 
RURAL PRIESTS will be held 
during the summer of 1941 at St. 
John's University, Collegeville, 
Minn., on July l4~24 and St. 
Benedict's College, Atchison, 
Kans., on JUly 21~31. For fur~ 
ther information write the Execu~ 
tive Secretary. 

On these or any other matters 
pertaining to the rural, economic 
and social problem consult our 
INFORMATION BUREAU 
established for your convenience at 
~e Conference Administrative 

neadquarters, 525 Sixth avenue, 
es Moines, Iowa. 

HITCHHIKING FOR RURAL LIFE 
February 20: Dinner meeting of Parish Credit Unions of connecti

cut. Under the leadership of Father Pat Quinlan. A magnificent rec
ord of progress has been made in the short spac~ of two years. 

. February 21: Consumers ProblemS Class at St. Joseph's College, 
Hartford, Conn.-Connecticut State College of Agriculture at Storrs, 
Conn., on the subject--"American Agriculture's Problems." Followed 
by a most lively Forum. 

February 24: School of Living, Suffern, N. Y.-Doubleh.eaders 
Forum-Ligutti-Rawe on "Democracy and Ownership." 

February 27: Visited Mennonite Farms.in Lancaster County, Pa. 
Advice: Drive through and stop-no better farming practiceS in 
America! . 

February 28: Ursuline Academy, Wilmington, Delaware. We find 
interested friends everywhere. 

March 2: At Loretto Club Chapel, Dayton, 0.: Multi-club Mass 
and Communion breakfast--i:t delightful group of young people.
In the afternoon to Mothers' Club of University of Dayton. Excellent 
discussion.-In the evening spoke to students and faculty st. Greg
ory Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio. Only the rector of the seminary 
can milk a cow. 

March 3: Chaminade High School student body. Interested in 
soundness of part-time farming. Mount st. John's Novitiate of 
Brothers of Mary. Planning to use their farm for home production 
and training.-Took part in symposium on Distributism with Ralph 
Borsodi and Arthur Morgan at Y. W. C. A. Auditorium. Under the 
leadership of Mrs. Mildred Loomis, fine progress is being made in 
Dayton. 

March 4: Conference with working Brothers on Bio-dynamics 
and home production. Addressed general assembly of the University 
of Dayton-an inspiring audience of young people.-In the after
noon to Motherhouse of Precious BlOOd Sisters.-In the evening to 
Mercer County, Precious Blood Seminary. Spoke to faculty and semi
narians. There is no audience like a group of seminarians. Appre
ciated very much the punctuating AMENS by one of the Fathers! 
-Conferred with a group of neighbOring farmers who are sold on 
price of production bill. There should be study groups under church 
leadership to study these problems and proposals. 

March 5: Most interesting discussion with two classes at Univer
sity of Dayton-Social Problems and Family Problems. All praise 
and deep gratitude to Father Friedel, S.M., dean of the University 
of Dayton, and president of American Catholic Sociological Associa
tion. He made all arrangements and carried things through with 
perfect technique. 

March 6: Visited Motherhouse of The Home Missioners of America 
at Glendale, Ohio. Enjoyed the hospitality of the Founder and 
co-workers. The blessings of God are upon the Foundation. Three 
young men to be ordained and then ... to work. Vincent served the 
first spring chicken produced on the Motherhouse farm. 

March 7: IndianapOlis, Ind., meeting of Planning Defense of 
Democracy under auspices of Extension Division of Indiana Uni
versity. Noticed with pleasure the presence of priests at the sessions. 

March 9: Attended and spoke briefly at Communion breakfast of 
Newman Club of Farm School of University of Minnesota. 

March 11: Spoke to Assembly of Farm School. Read the article by 
Dr. Christianson describing its work in this issue of the BULLETIN. 
-Addressed Dinner Meeting of Midland Cooperative Wholesale, 
Radisson Hotel, Minneapolis. 

March 12: Spoke to Rural Missionaries SchOOl at The Iowa State 
College of Agriculture, Ames, Iowa. 

March 15-16-17: Under the auspices of the Bureau of Agricultural 
EconomiCS, Department of Agriculture, took part in Discussions on 
Decentralization of Industry and Part-time Farming-in Ames, 
Storm Lake, and Atlantic, Iowa. 

March 18: At Fort Dodge, Iowa, to speak on the solution of the 
relief problem by the proper use of the soil of Iowa-under the 
spOljlsorship of the Ministerial Association. (Continued on page 56) 
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March 20: Spoke at a Public Forum meeting on Iowa Social Legis
lation at Drake University, Des Moines. 

March 21: Took part in panel discussion under the auspices of 
American Policy Association on relationship to South American 
Republics. 

March 23: At Lafayette, Indiana-spoke before a large Deanery 
meeting of the National Council of Catholic Women. 

March 25: Caledonia, Minnesota-St. John's High School. In the 
evening Forum meeting sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 

March 26: Loras College, Dubuque: Discussion group of Social 
Science students. 

March 27: Met with classes-Ethics and Sociology.-Public lecture 
and forum in the evening. 

March 29-30: At Suffern, N. Y., for meeting of Board of Trus
tees of School of Living. 

March 31: Pinch-hitting for Father M. M. Coady at Mass Meeting 
of New York and Brooklyn cooperatives. 

April 2: Chicago Conference on Rural Songs. 

April 4: Addressed a group of subsistence homesteaders in the 
North Des Moines District. A noble group-though poor, yet they 
own their own humble homes! 

April 7: Clinton, la.: Spoke at Mt. St. Clare College for girls.
Public forum in the evening under the auspices of the K. of C. 

April 15: Dominican Motherhouse, Marywood, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.-addressed Sisters from various communities. 

April 16: st. Joseph Junior Seminary and Aquinas College, Grand 
Rapids. 

April 17: Traverse City, Mich.: Addressed opening session of 
Michigan Rural Teachers Association. 

April 18: st. Louis: Conference with Msgr. Steck and Father 
Schuler on Jefferson City, Mo., convention. One is simply amazed 
at the thoroughness of the plans. 

April 19-20: Tulsa, Okla.: Attending and speaking before the 
Catholic Action Congress. Very instructive sessions. Is there anyone 
in the world who does not admire Bishop Kelley? 

April 22: Birmingham, Ala.: Attending the sessions of the Catho
lic Conference of the South. 

April 23: Visited St. Teresa's Village of Father Terminiello and 
Father Harold Purcell's City of St. Jude at Bolling and Montgo
mery, Ala.-In the pleasant company of Father Christopher Murray 
and Father Raphael Sourd paid our respects to Father Theodosius, 
O.S.B., at Cullman and st. Bernard's Abbey. 

April 24: Visited Loretto and st. Joseph, Tenn.-old Cincinnati 
colonization settlements. The history of these and similar projects 
should make fine research material for students.-In the evening 
spoke before a splendid audience of Catholics and non-Catholics at 
Siena CoHege, Memphis. 

April 28: Meeting with Board of Directors of Agricultural Trade 
Relations. 

April 29: First Regional Congress of the Conference of Christian 
Doctrine in Province of Dubuque at Lincoln, Nebr. Morning address 
-"Fishers of Men in the Rural Districts." Evening address-"Rural 
Life a Factor in National Defense." 

May 4 to 11: Catholic Soci·al Action Days in the diocese of Bis
marck. 

May 15: Des Moines, Ia.-Cooperative Group-"Nova Scotia 
Makes Men the Masters of Their Destiny." 

May 16-17: Congress of Decentralization, Chicago, Ill. 

May 18: Rural Life Sunday, WHO: Broadcast from St. Ambrose 
Cathedral, Des Moines, Iowa. 

May 19-31: Deanery meetings in the Diocese of Kansas City, Mo: 

The Most Rev. John 
Bishop of Fort 
appointment by Pope 
an Assistant at the 
Throne. 

Most Rev. J. P. MC:Gulckl~n 
AUXiliary Bishop of Los AugeUls. 

Rev. Peter Salm, Hilbert, 
his appointment as UJ.I,I\;<'"i:l.U 

tor of the Rural 
for the Green Bay diocese. 

Rev. Hubert Lerschen, Rayne 
who has been appointed Diocesan 
Director of the Catholic Rural Life 
Conference by His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. J. B. Jeanmard. 

Rev. George Vogt, 
Director of the Rural Life Bureau 
for the Diocese of Rochester, N. Y 

Rev. Joseph W. Helmes, Diocesan 
Director of the Rural Life Bureau 
for the Qiocese of st. JoseI?h, Mo. 

Rev. M. J. Knespler, DIocesan 
Director of the Rural Life Bureau 
for the Diocese of Kansas City, Mo. 

The Most Rev. Francis J. Magner 
on his instaHation as the seventh 
Ordinary of Marquette diocese. 

The Rev. Edgar Schmiedeler, O. 
S.B., lecturer on rural sociology and 
agricultural economics in the 
School of Social Sciences, Catholic 
University of America, and Direc· 
tor of the Family Life Bureau o! 
the National Catholic Welfare Con· 
ference - recently named an asso· 
ciate editor of Rural Sociology, a 
publication of Harvard University. 

Dr. James P. Warbasse, for his 
twenty-five years of service as pres· 
ident of The Cooperative League of . 
the U. S. A., and his successor in 
office, Murray D. Lincoln. 

Mrs. Susan B. Eisele, Blue Earth, 
Minn., who has been elected state 
Secretary of the newly organized 
Minnesota group of Press WomeD. 
Mrs. Eisele is a frequent literary 
contributor to our BULLETIN. 

William Thomas Walsh, educator 
and author, who at present is Pro· 
fessor of English at Manhattanville 
College of the Sacred Heart in New 
Y:ork, 1941 recipient of the Laetare 
Medal. 

Dr. George Washington Carve!, 
colored scientist of Tuskegee Instl'! 
tute. The Catholic Committee 0 
the South made him the recipient 
of the First Annual award. 

We a,,,,,, ... 
The Rt. Rev. M. J. Foley, Editor 

of the Western Catholic, for reo 
membering in his will poor priests 
in rural districts. 

The "Padre of the Roses" Rev. 
George M. A. Schoener, prominent 
botanist of San Jose, Calif. 
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, ~ "A lot of little people in a lot 
lea] of little places doing a lot of little 

things"-sO they say in Nova Sco-
~.D, 

tia-
,on There are approximately fifteen 
~~; thousand people living in Horse 

Creek valIey, South Carolina; 
La., about one-third of them are living 
~~ under conditions that are far from 
the adequate. Father George Lewis 

Smith, the pastor of Aiken, South lan 
Jau Carolina, and the Sisters of Chris-
Y. dan Doctrine are undertaking a 

;~~ task of organization and building 
do. that wiII set forth a magnificent 
an example to the world. The handi
~au craft and welfare center IS now {o. 
ler being built and programs are being 
th outlined. 

O. 
nd 
he 
lic 
c· 
of 
n· 
o· 
a 

,yo 
is 

• 
The Catholic Committee of the 

South is sponsoring a Conference 
on Training for Leadership at 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, on 
Tuesday, June 10, through Tues
day, June 17,1941. 

s· At a preliminary meeting held 
If . at Birmingham, Ala., it was 
.n decided that industry, rural life 

1. 

Y 

and Catholic social philosophy 
should be the themes of discussion. 

The National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference is very happy to 
have been invited to participate by 
taking charge of the Rural Life 
department. 

• 
St. Francis of Paula, 1416-

1508, took the vow of perpetual 
Lent! And for 78 years he never 
ate meat-butter, eggs-cheese
or drank milk. He ate one meal a 
day of bread and water and lived 
to the age of 91. 

No wonder! The bread he ate 
Was the staff of life containing 
eVerything that God put in a rheat kernel. His bread did not 

aVe to be "reinforced" or "vita
minized." 

The Rev. Dr. J. J. Tomkins, 
pioneer priest m Nova Scotia 
"cooperatives," is directing his 
people on Cape Breton Island to 
still more cooperative undertak
ings. A· community building has 
been built and in addition to the 
making of pottery and handicraft 
work in wood, leather and rock, 
homespun Cape Breton tweeds, 
scarves, sweaters and hosiery are 
being produced. 

In the two years of its existence 
the Committee on Rural Education, 
with headquarters at 600 South 
Michigan Boulevar.d, Chicago, has 
made a significant contribution to 
the enrichment of rural life 
through its attack on education..,l 
problems. 

It has selected from among the 
many problems of rural education 
two main activities to which to dp.
vote its energies: (1) the growth 
and development of rural children 
and youth as achieved through 
school curriculum techniques 'Of 
teaching and out-of-school experi
ences; and (2) the promotion of 
better understanding on the part of 
rural adults of the ,difficulties con
fronting the rural schools and of 
ways and means by which these 
difficulties may be overcome. Ad
visory assistance and modest finan
cial help have been given in the 
three States of Wisconsin, Illin'Ois 
and Missouri to assist local agen
cies in carrying forward demon
strations of improved educational 
practice. 

The committee is of the opinion 
that the organization of State 
councils on rural life and education 
will serve a valuable purpose and 
has recently published a statement 
concerning the creation and organ
ization of State councils. Such 
c'Ouncils would be composed of rep
resentatives of statewide agencies 
with an e,ducational program, and 
the general aim of the councils 
would center on the improvement 
of rural life through education. It 
is felt that there is a need in each 
State fur a coo~inated program 
and unity of action for meeting the 
problems of rural life and educa
tion, wherein each agency may do 
its work in the light of a knowledge 
'Of the aims and activities of all the 

'Other" agencies. . 
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• • 
The Rev. Raymond Marchino 

has organized a Discussion club for 
the pastors of rural parishes in the 
diocese of Indianapolis, Ind. The 
Manifesto on Rural Life was 
adopted as the official text. A new 
leader is chosen for each meeting 
and he decides the matter to be dis
cussed. Perhaps the most practical 
result has been the exchange of 
experiences on the part of the pas
tors in reference to the various sub
jects discussed such as the Rural 
Family, Youth, Education, Char
ity, Cooperatives, Extension 
Work, The Rural Pastorate. 

• 
Have you been reading the 

weekly column, "Jottings of the 
Farmer's Wife" by Susan Frawley 
Eisele in The Wanderer? It is 
charmingly written and has real 
meat in it. 

• 
At St. Gregory's church m 

South Euclid, Ohio, there is a 
priest by the name of Father Rob
ert Wingerter, who has an apple 
tree in his garden that bears nine 
varieties of apples. In addition 
Father Wingerter goes in for a spe
cial giant SIze tomato and many 
flowers. 

• 
A free course on credit unions 

was offered by the University of 
Dayton in second semester evening 
classes under the tutelage of Miss 
Louise McCarren, managing edi
tor of the Ohio Credit Union 
League. 

• 
The Most Rev. Vincent J. 

Ryan, Bishop of Bismarck, N. 
Dak., sponsored a series of five 
Rural Catholic Action Institutes in 
Western North Dakota from May 
5th to May 11th. 
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CURRENT LITERATURE 
DEMOCRACY'S SECOND 
CHANCE; LAND, LIBERTY, 
AND COOPERATION 

By George Boyle, Editor of the 
. Maritime Cooperator, New York. 

Sheed & Ward, 63 5th Ave., or The 
Cooperative League of the U. S. 
A., 167 W. 12th st., New York. $2. 

Do you think and act in a seller's 
culture? Do you think and act as a 
mechanist? Do you think and act 
as a collectivist? Are you the slave 
of techno-tyranny? Has your work 
become "labor" and has your life 
become de-vitalized? 

It is made abundantly clear in 
the grand new book by Oeo. Boyle, 
editor of the Maritime Cooperator, 
that y,ou will have to answer all 
these questions in the affirmative, 
if you live in apartments, if you live 
in over-centralized cities, if each 
week or each month you run your 
wage through Over-Centralized 
Centralized Services Inc. 

You are a slave of techno
tyranny, a. proletarian, if you own 
no productive property, or if you 
are not a share-holder in busi
nesses that operate under the 
Rochdale cooperative principles. 

As a mere "laborer" in work and 
a mere consumer in the matter of 
property, as a mere BIG-CITY 
inhabitant, you put your labor on 
the market as a commodity and 
as a buyer you never progress any 
further than the buying of con
sumer goods; goods that do not 
produce, goods that are used up at 
the end of the day, the week, the 
month or the year. In such a life 
your culture is definitely lowered. 
Your personality with its talents 
and initiatives is damned up. Your 
personality cannot express itself. It 
cannot grow in responsibility, in 
skill, in quality, in freedom, secur
ity and independence, and the 
practice of social justice and social 
charity. 

Democracy is weak because you, 
in your helpless proletarian state, 
are weak in the things that build 
democratic people. It is not enough 
for you to labor and buy. You must 
be an owner, one who has effective 
control and responsibility for some 
sort of productive property in addi
tion to your job. As a mere "job
holder" you do not have the effec
tive ownership and control of any
thing along with the cooperative 
ownership and the cooperative con
trol of essential economic functions 
on the part of your job-holding 
neighbors. You are a very lonely 
individual. You do not cooperate 
with anyone in anything impor
tant. You do not cooperate in any
thing with your neighbor. 

"Companies," i.e., over-central
ized capital groups, run the eco
nomic "show" at a profit. Editor 
Boyle's book, Democracy's Second 
Chance, crammed with the rich 
vital thought out of which democ
racy is made and preserved, makes 
it succinctly clear that to have a 
democracy the people must be in 
the economic "show." The people 
must be in the economic "show" 
out on the land, in the rural com
munity, in the city. There is but 
one way to get in this "show." The 
way is through ownership, individ
ual and cooperative, with personal 
responsibility and control. 

And if the people do not get in 
the economic "show" in a coopera
tive business way, in a rural way, 
in a local community way, then 
Democracy will go down. Talents, 
skills, initiatives, freedom, security, 
independence are wrested from the 
people. The totalitarian dictator 
walks over the wreckage. It is an 
easy step, a quick step, from the 
techno-tyranny of over-centralized 
"companies" for which we merely 
labor, to the techno-tyranny of a 
Stalin or Hitler for whom we slave. 

The confused men and women in 
the places of leadership and edu
cation who prattle about democ
racy, dictatorship and the necessity 
of war had better take time out and 
sit down and read the many good 
recent books on rural life and coop
erative businesses. Democracy's 
Second Chance integrates for you 
home-use production on the land, 
rural life, and cooperative business 
in communities that can remain 
sound, giving you a human· philos
ophy with a sane economic and 
social life. 

Read and meditate on Boyle's 
chapter on "Power is in the Orga
nic," and you will not make the 
mistake of regarding rural life as 
merely the "moo" of a cow or the 
crowing of a cockerel, or· a place 
where nothing can happen except 
the accumulation of dirt on hands 
and clothes. 

Read and meditate on Boyle's 
chapter on a "Philosophy of Work,," 
and you will not make the mistake 
of having a fractional mind and 
discuss the current chaos as if it 
were merely a labor problem. 

Read and meditate on Boyle's 
chapters on "Cooperative Business" 
and you will not make the mistake 
of calling an application of Chris
tian business principles a mere fad 
to be practiced in only restricted 
groups. 

Read and meditate on Boyle's 
chapters on "Bread and Beauty" 
and "Education in Rural Commun
ities" and you will not make the 
mistake of educating men to go out 

and make "a· million." You 
want to learn how to educate 
who will build men, and go 
help in the building of 
tives. You will change 
education in order that 
get a real training, not 
mercia!: farming, but for the 
biological, diversified 
family-unit ownership 
tion of land which makes 

If American people 
interested in the real ba 
democracy~the battle of 
with intelligent thinking and 
-and less interested in the 
of bullets and dividends 
mechanical death, then, 
would soon be the best 
America. Those of us who 
rural life and cooperatives 
make it our duty to C~Jl<;UUr: •. P''' 
friends and neighbors to 
and discuss Democracy's 
Chance in order that 
discover the powers 
in the organic and the 
which reside in cooperative 
ness. People in the cities 
become so proletarian, so 
so down-at-the-heel in 
abundant living and 
struction, that it will be 
to make them see that this 
is for them. 

John C. Rawe, S.J. 

• 
FARMERS IN A 
CHANGING WORLD 

1940 Yearbook of Agriculture. U. a 
Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C., 1940. (For sale 
by the Superintendent of Docu· 
ments.) 

No one who calls himself a 
ist, or who professes sympa 
the forward to the land ~r","·mpnl 
should miss reading at least a 
of the 1940. Yearbook of 
ture. It is easily the most 
tative work on the rural problem 
to date. 

It is gratifying to learn that tbe 
Department of Agriculture 
Officially that the rural problem 
more than a problem of supply and 
demand, and that it is really a 
problem of people and ideas. 

The Yearbook will scarcely b! 
devoured by the general readinoog 
public. It is a work of some 1,~ 
pages and a work of fact. Few Sl~' 
cere ruralists will read all of It, 
hence it is probably best simply to 
call attention to a few of its oul· 
standing chapters. 

There is a fine chapter 
with the position of the ,.,.",rH·."'" 

farmer and his part in the 
nomic change taking place in 
Nation and in the world. Tbre; 
chapters are devoted to a history OJ 
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ericart agriculture.· which give 
~ only a chronological account of 
~cts and events, but also treat the 
ideas and attitudes of the Ameri
~ fanner which have character
. d him in the past. And finally :ere is a chapter which the Year
bOOk calls "A Philosophy of Life 

the American Farmer." Readers 
~r the BULLETIN will be pleased to 
note how close that philosophy 
cornes to the philosophy of farm 
life preached by the Conference. 

In addition there are numerous 
other sections treating tenancy, 
credit, the farm lab~r problem, and 
agricultural economICS. 

Despite its great size, the Year
bOok is a volume which can be read 
a little at a time. It is logically 
divided into short. sectiQIls making 
it possible for the rea.der to read a 
section, lay the book down, and 
then return to it withbut losing the 
general thought trend. 

The Yearbook is one of the finest 
treatments of the rural problem 
published thus' far, a.nd .the thor
oughness and· authorItatIveness of 
it rnake it a most valuable addition 
to the growing supply of literature 
on the rural problem. 

C. Edward Wolf 

1. • 

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
ALMANAC 

st. Anthony's Guild.' Paterson, N. 
J.75c. 

If you are in search of a "Ground 
Plan for Catholic Reading" buy a 
copy of the 1941 edition of the 
National Catholic Almanac. Follow
ing that is a list of 1,600 contem
porary Catholic authors. 

Recommended books on Biogra
phy, History, Poetry, Religion, Phi-

I
!OSOPhy, Education, Science, Socio"
ogy, Travel and. Juveniles are 
noted as well as Catholic magazines 
and newspapers in the United 
States and territories. 

Then, too, the names of famous 
Cathollc men of achievement in 
the various fields of learning 
appear on pages 433-456. . 
M Excellent treatises on the Holy 
. ass, Ecclesiastical Chant, the 

Llt1!rgical, Lay Retreat and Inter
raCIal ;Movements and, in fact, all 
Cath?lrc activities of national scope 
are IJ.?deied enlightening. 
an~a~lO, politics, sports, legal data 

uUl;umerable other topics of 
genera~ mterest are included. 
su~hf mdex, while very complete, is 
R p emented by Catholic Ready 
te~fere~ce on pages 129.:.174 where 
senTsd In Cath~lic usage are pre-

e alphabetIcally. . 
M.L.M. 

THE WAY OUT,FOR 
AMERICA 

By Charles Custer Pickert & Ralph 
Berland Baerman. Published by 
the Institute for' Christian Eco
nomic Action, st. Paul, Minn. 
. Price, Cloth $1.50; paper .75. 

Not the pyramiding of our 
national debt; not the AAA; not 
the Reciprocal Trade agreement; 
not isolationism nor military inter
ventionism-are solutions for our 
present ills but economic recon
structionism, "which can be used 
to stop the war anytime, which if . 
it had been adopted in advance, . 
would have prevented the war 
entirely," is the means by which 
world peace can be established. 

The world suffers at present from 
a two-phase economic ailment-a 
surplus in. American agriculture 
and scarCity abroad. 

The belligerency of Germany,· 
Italy and Japan is due to their 
failure to secure American crop 
surpluses-essential for their exist
ence and for which no adequate 
substitute elsewhere can be found. 
Their inability to trade with us will 
cause strangulation. 

The authors quote Dr. Henry 
Taylor, director of the Farm Foun
dation, . Chicago. These words are 
from his article entitled "The Basis 
of International Peace" which 
appeared in Rural America: 

"No American, no Briton should 
ever expect peace in Europe until 
each population group has access 
to the basic economic necessities 
of national !if·e." 

M.L.M. 

• 
HOW TO ECONOMIZE ON 
POULTRY AND EGGS 

Homestead Bulletin No. 13. The 
School of Living, Suffern, N. Y. 
Per copy, 25 cents. 

If you would like to economize on 
your meat and egg bill, here is 
what to read to find out just how 
to go about it. There are plenty of 
statistics to bring home the point. 
The article is well done. 

• 
THE NEW SOCIAL ORDER 

By the Most Rev. A. J. Muench, 
Bishop of Fargo, N. D. A pastoral 
for Lent, 1941. 

A clear and definite treatise on 
the place of religion, the family, 
property, labor and the State in 
the social order. It deserves care
ful reading and thoughtful consid
eration. 
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"AGRICULTURE" 

Non-Vocational Course for Grades 
9 and 10. Issued by the Dept of 
Public Instruction, State Capitol, 
Des Moines, Ia. Paper bound, 154 
pages. 

One of the best manuals We have 
ever seen. It contains seven units: 

Agriculture As Our Basic Indus-try. .. 
Economic Aspects of Agriculture. 
State and N!!,tional Problems and 

Policies for Agriculture. 
Conservation 'Of Our Land and 

Other Natural Resources. 
Efficient Production of Quality 

Farm Products. . 
Making the Most of the· Home 

Grounds. 
Human Problems in Agriculture. 
Under each unit . specific prob

lems ,are stated, questions proposed 
and solutions left to the student 
after proper references' are quoted 
for consultation purposes. 

A magnificent bibliography is 
found at the end of each unit. By 
all means send for a copy. 

L.G.L. 

• 
THE RURAL SOUTH: 
PROBLEM OR PROSPECT? 

By Rev. Edgar Schmiedeler, D.S.B. 
Ph.D. Social Action Series No. 18. 
National Catholic Welfare Con
ference. Published by the Paul.,. 
ist Press. Price 5c. 

With all the natural resources of 
the South, soil and !!'~mosphere
we wonder if government subsidy, 
government credit, government 
farm·. research-should be consid
ered as the all-essentials in making 
the South a prospect and not a 
problem as Dr. Schmiedeler seems 
to suggest. 

We wish the author had enlarged 
on the statement on page 15: . 

"Yet when .everything is said and 
done, the fact remains that many 
tillers of the soil in the South do 
not even raise the products they 
need for their own use." 

More intelligence and less gov
ernment we dare prescribe, more 
self-sufficiency and less one-crop 
commercialism we humbly suggest. 

L. G. L . 

• 
MOTHERS' MANUAL 

A Manual of Devotion for Mothers 
and Expectant Mothers. By A. 
Francis Coomes, S.J. Publishers: 
La Leche Motherhood Shrine, st. 
Augustine, Fla. 

A little 32 mo. of 150 pages con
taining a spleridid selection of we11-
chosen prayers highly recommend
ed and appropriate for mothers. 
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The Official 

Rural 
Life 

Songs 

have been printed complete with te.xts and nota
tions. Unexcelled for use at Rural LIfe Days, 4-H 
Club meetings; parish socials, community song
fests .. 

Price 25c per copy. 

Quantity prices on request. 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
525 Sixth Ave., DES MOINES, IA. 

MAY 1941 

.City Slickers and Dumb Farmers 
-in which both phrases are thoroughly 
exploded by Prof. Emerson Hynes of St. 
John's University, Collegeville, Minn. 
32 pages, attractive cover, convenient 
"vest-pocket" size. 

Farm-Family-Prosperity 
32 pages, profusely illustrated, shOwing 
the right and the wrong way of farm
ing as a vocation and a way of life. 
Edited by Prof. EmersOli Hynes, St. 
John's University, Collegeville, Minn. 

Single copies-l0c each 
12- 49 copies- 8c each 
50- 99 copies- 7c each 

100-499 copies- 6c ea,:lh' 
500 or more copie~ 5c each 

Order from 

National Catholic Rural Life ,Conference 
525 Sixth Avenue Des Moines, Iowa 

CATHOLIC FARMERS! 

FRIENDS OF THE FARMER! 
Subscribe now to the new popular t,urm paper that Catholic 
farmers everywhere are talking about-

THE CHRISTIAN FARMER 
A national monthly devoted to the interests 
rural America. Edited, with the approval 
Father Urban Baer, nationally known 
author of the book, "Farmers of Tomorrow." If you wan 
to read a Catholic farm paper which will interest the whole 
family, subscribe now. 50(. p~r year. 

THE CHRISTIAN FARMER, WILTON, WIS. 

DO YOU SAVE THE BULLETINS? 
If you do, you will be, glad to know we can furnish c~otfl 
covers, stamped with the official NCRLC emblem for bm(
illg the first three volumes. Price, $0_85. 

COMPLETE BOUND VOLUMES 
of nil past issues of the "Bulletin" including index can 
now be obtained for $6.50 each, postpaid. Order from: 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
525 Sixth Ave., DES MOINES, IA. 
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