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STATEMENT BY ment is. as it were. the Conference 
charter. Quite properly. however. 
they may set principal stress in the 
coming months upon those ele
ments of the Manifesto to 'which 
place has been given in the resolu
tions adopted at the Conference 
convention. held in Spokane a 
month ago. 

E PRESIDENT 

.T:is with mingled sentiments of I pleasure and responsibility that 
I accept the call to the presidency 
of the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference. Of pleasure. 
because I am keenly conscious of 
the honor that is don~ me in being 
summoned to supervise the execu
tion of the policies of this impor
tant organization; and because. 
also, in my new capacity I shall 
be given increas~d opportU1,1ity for 
p~ofitab1e contact with a. group of 
clerics and laymen. rura1i.sts all. for 
whom .I have had unbounded 
admiration in the years that I have 
been associated with them. 

But I sense as well the gravity 
of the responsibilities' I assume at 
this time. Firstly. there is that of 
maintaining the high standards of 
service set by my predecessors in 
office; and in this matter; if I can 
give no assurance that I shall su<;,
ceed them worthily; I can at h~ast 
testify to the ambition to do so. 

Then. too. the scope <;lnd com
plexity of. the Conference program 
imposes obligations that are chal
lenging. A brief seventeen years 
ago. Bishop O'Hara of Kansas 
City called the Conference into 
existence as an instrumentality for 
the transfer of the advantages of 
re~i~ion to the spiritually under
prlVlleged in rural America. Thus. 
in its initial phases. the work to 
which the organization applied its 
reSOurces was relatively simple. 
despite the vastness of the field it 
proposed to cover. In the inter
vening years. however. circum
stances have forced an enlargement 
of the original sphere of Confer
e~ce concern. While holding tena
CIously to its essential purpose of 
serving the spiritual needs of the 

nation's agricultural population. it 
has taken to itself. as a matter of 
necessity. the task of interpreting The org{anizationaI work of the 
the Christian principles of justice Conference has made splendid pro-
and charity to rural economists. gress in recent years. However, 
governmental. authorities.' educa- further development is imperative. 

, tors and social workers of every if we would capitalize on the intei-
category. Iigence and energy thatohas brouglJt 

In pursuit of this effort the us to our pre~ent position of influ-
en~e. It is n()t too mu!'h to hope Conference has acquired a set of 
that our actu.a1 membership .. of 

interests that is rich in ,content. and approximately .. 2,:;00 may be 
far~reachingin its range. Its tho ink-

doubled in the year before us. This 
ing has crystallized into a philoso- would not only multiply the cells 
phy which has been explicitly of Conferenceintetest and loyalty 
approved by high ecclesiastical throughout the nation, but it 
authority. and which through the would provide' very acceptable 

. wide distribution of its liter'ary increase in the funds' necessiuy to 
pr.oducts,. n?tab1y Catholic Rurql '. maintain our present enterprises 
Lde ObjectlVes, the Manifesto on' .Jnd inaugurate others that the 
Rural Life, and our quarterly pub- directorate has long considered 
lication. THE CATHOLIC RURAL desirable. Thet;e is pressing need, 
LIFE BULLETIN. has gained the for example, for' the issuance of 
respectful attention of students of quantities of literature of populaJi 
agrarian problems, Catholic and character, such as would serve to 
non-Catholic, in all quarters of interpret the country to city dwell-
the English speaking world. Under ers, and the indus.trial world to 
the continued guidance and inspi- those engaged in.·agriculture. Little 
ration of. Bishop O'Hara, and the can come of any endeavor to main-
more recent counsel and collabora- tain national good order, unless 
tion of my own Ordinary, Bishop both urban and rural elements rec-
Muench of Fargo, the Conference ognize that the problems of the 
has definitely emerged from that one are the problems of the other. 
stage of its development where it and that their solution is depend-
has had to struggle for the recog- ent upon an attitude of mutual 
nition of an idea. It has acquired respect. 
a prestige which is an invaluable 
asset in the furtherance of its aims Confident, then, of the blessings 

of Divine Providence, and of the -the achievement of economic. 
social and spiritual security for 
rural America. 

In a general way, the president 
and other officers of the Confer
ence are pledged to turn their ener
gies to the realization of the ideals 
listed and analyzed in the Mani
festo on Rural Life. That docu-

generous cooperation of my Con
ference associates, I ha~e the cour
age to anticipate that my term of 
office will yield some profit to the 

, cause of Catholic Rural Life. 
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YOUTH1SROAD TO 

FREEDOM 

IN his History of the United 
States of America, Bancroft tells 

us that the passion for freedom 
was felt to be so hallowed that a 
father on his deathbed would 
charge his sons on his blessing to 
love freedom more than life. Minds 
had been inflamed by the impas
sioned and fiery eloquence of Pat
rick Henry. Supporting his resolu
tion to organize the militia of Vir
ginia and put the colony in a state 
of defense he said in his memor
able address of March 23. 1775: 
"Is life so dear. or peace so sweet •. 
as to be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery? Forbid it. 
Almighty God! I know not what 
course others may take; but as for 
me. give me liberty. or give me 
death." These words have echoed 
down the decades; they have been 
heard by every American boy and 
girl; they have been enshrined in 
every American's heart. 

Freedom is a treasure more pre
cious than life itself. Spartacus. the 
Tracian slave. gathered about him
self gladiators like himself slaves. 
who were trained to die for the 
private or public sport of Roman 
libertines. One hundred and fifty 
thousand slaves rallied around his 
standard of freedom. They plun
. dered where they could. and sold 
the plunder not for gold. or silver. 
or jewels. but for iron and brass 
in order to fashion for themselves 
weapons of freedom. A mighty 
Roman army under Crassus moved 
down upon them. Spartacus was 

The Most Rev. A. J. Muench, D.D.; 
:Bishop of Fargo. Episcopal Adviser. 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

slain; his followers too; six thou
sand crosses beariNg bodies aloft 
marked the Appian way as a warn
ing to slaves who should dare to 
strike for freedom. But the spirit 
of freedom was not slain; hands 
and feet were nailed to the cross of 
execution. but the spirit of free
dom lived on. It won its day. 

Men have ever felt the yoke of 
tyranny. At the price of losing all. 
property blood •. and life itself. 
they conspired. and revolted. and 
bled in order that they '?It,ght have 
freedom. So it was wit¥ur fore
fathers in the days of the Ameri
can Revolution; so it was in Civil 
War days; so it is in our day. The 
wars of our day are wars of free
dom against th~ encroachments of 
tyrannical. totalitarian govern
ments. Industrial wars in our cities. 
strikes. rioting, and bloodshed. are. 
in the last analysis. not conflicts 
for higher wages, shorter hours. or 
better work conditions. but con
flicts for freedom-freedom to 
organize, freedom to assemble. 
freedom to bargain collectively. 
freedom to live lives like free men 
and not like slaves. 

Modern societary life with its 
thousand different complexities 
and restrictions has contracted. 
rather than enlarged. the various 
spheres of political. social. and eco
nomic freedom. Standards of liv
ing have been raised, it is true; 
modern man enjoys more of the 
comforts. conveniences. and luxu
ries than did his ancestors of a 
few decades ago. But a bird in a 
golden cage is a captive still. Mod
ern urban life with all its garish 

lights and its vulgar 
has created a thousand 
enslaving dependencies. The 
man is dependent upon the 
of others for his food, his 
power. his clothes, his "'"'U~I:mp. 
his recreations. Most brge 
have a food supply hardly 
cient for more than one Or 
weeks. If farmers would cease 
work and freight trains or 
cease to run. there would be 
vation in the cities in a few 
weeks. Urban civilization. 
Ugly Civilization" Ralph AJVI'~UOI'III-.I,nUeI:ji!1 
called it in his book. on this 
ject. is a civilization of U~I)enaen.1 
cies. Division of labor and division 
of services have increased 
than decreased them. 

There is also a way to freedom 
for youth in the cities. But rela. 
tively few find that way. Only a 
few become masters of their own 
destiny. The chances are against 
them. They are doomed for the 
greatest part to work for others. 
There are between 40 and 50 mil· 
lion wage-earners in the Nation; 
they go to a shop. a mill, or fac· 
tqry. or office that is not their 
own; they operate with machines 
or work with tools that are not 
their own; they grind and toil. but 
do not create because they work 
according to the plans or designs 
of others. Dependent themselves 
for their daily livelihood. their 
wives and children. numbering 
another 40 or 50 million. are 
dependent too. Urban civilization 
has never in history been a source 
of freedom. neither in Babylonian 
or Egyptian days, nor in Greek or 
Roman days. nor in these modern 
days. 

For this reason men have ever 
sought out the farm as a place .of 
freedom. Thus it was in frontIer 
days. When unemployment came. 
and with it hunger. anxiety. and 
insecurity of living. men mo~ed 
westward. staked out a claIm, 
felled trees, cut down the under
brush. grubbed stumps. and found 
in all this their freedom. It wa~ 
hard work. work from dawn ~ 
day to the dusk of night. but It 
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rewarding work. At the end 
the road was found freed.o~-_ -

freedom that comes from ~ll1t1a
-independence, and secunty. It nve,.. d 
. so still 10 our own ay even 
~ough conditions have changed, 

en though youth can no longer 
;:l1ow the call of de~,ades ag?: "Go 
\Vest, Y oling Man. Frontlers are 
dosed. 

But even though they are closed, 
neW opportunities are not lacking 
for freedom on a farmstead. Fron
tiers of land are closed, but not 
frontiers of opportunity. No one 
knoWS this better than farm youth 
that, drawn city ward by the gilded 
promises of urban life, return 
farmward each year by the hun
dreds of thousands. With hope 
beating high in their breasts they 
left for the cities; there was the 
lure of high wages and short hours 
of work; the siren's call of joy 
issuing from places of pleasure and 
amusement. Yet to their father's 
farm they return by the hundreds 
of thousands-statistics tell us 
between 500,000 and 800,000 
each year. They sought bread and 
received a stone; they found a job 

A COUNTRY ROAD 

but it ended at a soup kitchen; 
they had hoped to find their name 
on an honor roll of success, but 
actually found it on the relief. roll. 
Success comes but to relatively few 
in the cities-success in the sense 
of independence, security and free
dom. Farm youth that had gone 
cityward learned that while work 
on the farm has its problems, work 
in the cities has greater problems 
still; that while the farmstead is 
not idyllic, urban life is less idyl
lic still. In vain do men seek green 
pastures in the cities. 

. The other day I read the,.inter
esting story of a young man and 
his wife, he of the city and she 
of the country. Both had had the 
advantages of a good education. 
Behind them were years in the 
army, civilian relief work in 
France, Germany, and Russia; 
journeyings many; work in fac
tory and office;' teaching; and 
finally even a trip around the 
world. It ended in disillusionment. 
Wherever they went, dependence 
and insecurity. They bought an ' 
abandoned farm in Pennsylvania; 
on it stood a house of Pennsylva-

i love to walk a country road, a narrow country road, 
Not graded high, not drained, nor paved; not choked with the cities load; 
A road whose features outlaw speed, one built for all things slow, 
Where man can greet or stop to talk, as their wagons come and go. 

From such a road I can watch a herd, or a bird in colored smock, 
The steady pull of a working team, the stride of a hauty cock; 
The corn planters wheel whose rows diverge, not a tittle or a jot,. 
Then I ponder another gospel truth, that seeds which grow must rot. 

ver 
of 

ier 
ae, 

There's joy in treading a wagon track, in finding a broken tool, 
In praying a decade of horse's hoofs, conversing with youth from school; 
I pictUre the busy rural life, a life that's close to my heart, 

nd 
ed 
m, 

And heel a clod that fell of late, from the children's two wheeled cart. 

As I walk and muse someone objects, that my road ~ill turn to mud, 
But I answer in thought that soil plus rain, is the soil that grows the cud; 
That nature's art is a finer art, it defies the Mason's hod, 
For an earth unmixed with other stuffs, is an earth that's close to God. 

I love to walk a country road, a road with a narrow bridge, 
To lean upon its wooden rail, to see erosion's ridge; 
~ think these waters to their source, their source before God's face, 

aters which lend to things their life, but to man the life of grace. 
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nia stone built by Quakers in 
1775; time had left its marks on 
it; the fields were covered with 
b~ambles and sumac; the. barn had 
burned down. But nature's riches 
were still there; the soil on the 
eighty -seven acres of rolling land 
with a small wood lot was good. 
For down payment they had but 
$800; a mortgage of $2,700.00 
encumbered their farmstead. 
Would they be able to make a liv
ing? Would they be able to pay 
off the debt? Would they find lei-

. ~re time for the finer things of 
-d1fe? Many questions troubled their 
minds, but for the first time in 
their lives they. were left to their 
own initiative and resourcefulness; 
they were dependent upon them
selves; they had to work hard, the 
first two years very hard, but they 
could enjoy the fruits of their own 
labors. At the end of ten years the 
farm with an original asset value 
of $3,500 had a value of $15,427; 
the capital debt had grown to 
$10,453.97 because of the build
ing of barns poultry-houses, and 
the purchase of stock and other 
earning equipment; but the net 
Worth was $4,973.03 as against 
but $190.32 when the farm was 
purchased. Moreover, the farm 
yielded an average net income of . 
$1, 5 00 after operating costs had 
been met.' All this had been accom
plished during the difficult years 
of the depression. It was an accom
plishment greater than could have 
been obtained in the cities. Prob
lems there were, but they were not 

'Waring, P. Alston, You Can't Escape 
into Farming, Atlantic Monthly, October, 
1939, p, 446-453. 
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problems ansmg out of depend
ence and insecurity. If nothing 
more, at least these two adventur
ers on 'a farmstead had found the 
way to freedom. 

Others are finding it also. Thou
sands of others. Yet not all. There 
are those who have not the courage 
to go out and face the problem of 
opening dosed frontiers on a farm
stead; they have learned to be 
dependent on 'others; they have 
neither the initiative nor resource

fulness required for, farming; they 
would rather be led than lead; 
they lack the pluck to grapple with 
freedom and compel it to pour out 

,its blessings. They have no place 
on the farm. There are those who 
have not the feel of the land nor 

the skill required for farming. The 
farmer must be a versatile man; a 
seed, soil, cattle, and poultry 
expert; a fruit, wheat, cotton,. or 
tobacco specialist; a financier, man
ager, and worker. The farm is 
eminently a place for an intelli
gent mind, a mind that is resource
ful, sure in its judgment When to 
plow, seed, and harvest, and quick 
to make decisions as Weather or 
market conditions may demand. 
The farmstead requires men and 
women of high moral caliber, 
faithful to duty, honest, patient, 
arid persevering, able to work with 
the mind on its tasks, steadfast in 
adhering to a program of farm 
,duties. The farm is no place fpr 
the lazy, the shiftless, the moral 

weakling. ,Such persons had 
stay in the cities and lean on 
perhaps upon public relief 
cies, in order to eke out a 
Their frailties and vice 
enslaved them, and slaves 
shall be all the days of their 

"Back to the Land" is not a 
credited slogan for Youth tha 
willing to learn how to farm 
has the ability to learn. On 
contrary it is a slogan full of 
ise for the blessings of 
and even spiritual freedom. 

Modern youth can venture' 
the farming enterprise with a 
mendous advantage over 
farm.;r of a generation ago. 

(Continued on Page 

ECONOMIC AND SQCIOLOClICAL ASPECTS 

OF THE (OLUMBIA BAilN PROJE(T 

BEFORE proceeding to a discus
sion of the problems incident 

to the development of theColum
bia Basin area, some reflections on 
the previous history of ,our ,coun
try in the matter of land settlement 
and development, and the' charac
ter of our Government and its 
institutions as they bear upon 
these matters, may be of interest. 
It is to be remembered that 'at the 
time of the Rev01utionary War 
our people were essentially ~nagri
cultural people, and their interests 
were wholly confined to agricul
ture and to the commerce that Was 
incidental thereto. Manufacturing 
was indeed in its infancy and 

Mr. C. M. O'Brien; Attorney, Pasco, 
Washington. 

urban life as we now know and 
understand it, was to them almost 
wholly unknown. The largest 
cities of that day would scarcely 
be ranked as good-sized towns of 
today. The men who, took the 
leading-parts in the Revolutionary 
War were men who in civil life 
were primarily interested in agri
cultural pursuits. 

This is especially true of George 
Washington, of Thomas Jefferson 
'and of many others. When the 
war was over, and the time came 
for the creation of a form of gov
ernment for our people, the men 
who met in the constitutional con
vention and framed the Constitu
tion were but shortly removed 
from the soil. They met to frame 
a government for people of their 
own kind, and they devised our 
constitutional form of representa
tive government as being a form 
of government best suited for their 

own kind. They carefully 
that it should be a ret:)re1.enltat11 
form of government as 
guished from an aristocratic, 
as distinguished equally, from 
purely democratic form of 

, ,ment. It may fairly be 
: posed that few, if any, of 
who framed our 
visioned a time when it should 
sought to be applied to a 
of one hundred and thirty 
people, containing numerous 
cities with populations in 
of the population of the 
country of that day. 

Neither can we reasonably 
pose that they foresaw .the 
congestions of population 
exist in our large cities today, 
the highly complicated 
financiaL and political 
tions which are ours; nor 
foresee the segregations of the 
pIe into high-pressure groupS 
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the economic i.ntere~ts· ?f those 
ups each askmg m Its own 

geo 'to control the activities of 
Government, and so, of course, 

did not anticipate any of the 
difficulties which are ours today in 

attempt to make democracy 
:ork. They did, however, devise 

form of Government ideally 
~ited for an agrarian people such 
as they ~hemselves w~re. A~d s.o 
the questIon presents Itself. Is It 
better to continue to try to adapt 
our great and highly industrialized 
country. with its teeming popula
tion and great masses of citizens 
centralized in great cities around 
great industries to our form of 
Government; or. on the other 
hand. attempt to some extent to 
change the character of our popu
lation and its interests by a greater 
development of an interest in agri
culture. and its related pursuits?" 
Either horn of the dilemma which 
we select is fairly bristling with 
difficulties. 

The problem is not a new one. 
At the very outset of our Govern
ment. there came a struggle 
between those who sought on the 
one hand, to have the Govern
ment conducted as for an agricul-
tural people; and on the other 
hand. to have it conducted. in the 
interest of the financial and busi
ness groups. The one group was 
led at the outset by Thomas J ef
ferson and the other by Alexander 

mp- Hamilton. This struggle continued 
, with varying results throughout 
10~ I 
ion, ~ I the early history of our country. 
I be mdeed. until about the time of the 
ion close of the Civil War. when the 
ion g.roup. Whose interests were prin
Irge clpally with the financiers and 
ceSl industrialists, obtained the ascend
tite ancy, which ascendancy they have 

maintained until the present time. 
lp' (Continued on Page 6) 
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This is the time of the year when you may perhaps hear a country 
pastor softly murmur to himself: "The melancholy days are here, 
the saddest of the year". At least I feel like repeating them just 
now, not because of any sad moods aroused by autumn itself, for 
this noble season, rich in its bounty of harvested grain and ripened 
fruits, with all the blessings of earth gathered and stored, with 
the soft haze of Indian summer hovering over freshly-plowed fields 
while the gorgeous colored clouds pay homage to the setting sun, 
is one which by its opulence and beauty brings joyous content
ment and a feeling of security to pastor and flock. 

But an event which saddens the country pastor occasionally at 
. this season is the departure of a young boy or girl from the farm 

home and the rural parish to the cities in quest of a job. Such an 
incident is the:cause of my present mood of dejection. I've Just 
had a fine young lad bid me farewell on his way to the city to look 
for work. 

It's Just the time of the year when he should be staying on the 
farm to share in the brighter side of ruralllle, for the harvest is 
over, the fields are plowed, the corn husked, the long hours of work 
are shortened, and life in the country assumes a more leisurely 
tempo. It's this leisure time which should be used to develop the 
cultural aspects of life on the 1~1Jd, to foster the family circle, to 
stimulate reading and the purstfH of hobbies, to increase the edu
cational, social, and religious activities of the young people around 
their parish church, all these things· which pron1ote the more a
bundant life on the farm, and which at other seasons of the year 
must be eliminated, or at least curtailed because of the greater 
amount of work in the fields. 

The cities entice these youngsters by the promises of big money, the 
lure of easy living, the supposed gayety and hilarity of life, the 
bright lights of boulevards and neon signs. They want to get a
way from the drudgery of farm work; they hope to attain econo
mic security and financial independence. They want to own all 
the nice things displayed in the large stores; they wish to enjoy 
the lavish life of the cities as they see it in the movies. How few 
ever arrive at their coveted goal, and when they do, at what cost! 
For most it's a trying struggle, a futile attempt culminating in 
disappointment and defeat; they become lost in the maelstrom. 

They leave home just at a time when life on the farm becomes 
more enjoyable, when they would have time to read and learn, 
time to take stock, in a way, of their life and its assets, to ponder 
over, to see what improvements and progress could be made. 
Leaving when they do, they carry with them only the memories 
of the burdens and the heat of the day. In many ways they could 
make themselves useful around the home and farm, learning more 
efficient agrarian ways, making a saving here and there, and even
tually attaining that economic security, that fulness of life, they 
so vainly sought elsewhere. 

When one of these youngsters leaves, I feel the sadness of the 
shepherd who lost one of his sheep; when one returns unscathed 
I feel the joy he uttered: "Rejoice with me, for I have my sheep 
which was lost." 
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIOLOGICAL 
ASPECTS OF THE COLUMBIA 
BASIN PROJECT 

'(Continued from page 5) 

, " The great Columbia Basin proj
":':;/ ect, the Bonnevime project, and 

';" the TVA, to my mind, represent 
whaf is essentially a governmental 
effort to turn the minds and hearts 
of people again to rural life and 
the decentralization of industry in 
the fond hope that future develop- ' 
ment of our country may be more 
along the lines visioned by Tho
mas Jefferson and the early found
ers of the American republic: There 
are other recent enactments by 
Congress, such as the Agricultural ' 
Adjustment Act; the Bankhead
Jones Farm Tenant Act,designed 
to assist the tenant farmer in 
acquiring a free-hold interest in the 
land he cultivates; the Farm Secur
ity Administration, providing for 
loans so settlers and financially 
embarrassed farmers, all carrying 
large appropriations and all look
ing in the same direction, to-wit: 
the building up of rural America, 
and the turning of the hearts and 
interest of the American people to 
rural life. 

With these latter enactments, we 
have at present no concern. They 
are mentioned merely to show the 

WALLS THAT ENDURE 

Florence Hynes Willette 

present trend of our Government 
with reference to the long-stand
ing controversy in this country 
between agrarianism and industri
alism. A civilization, based upon 
agrarianism, necessarily, recognized 
the family as the social unit. The 
one system tends to build up the 
family and enhance its importance 
in the life of the Nation, while the 
other tends to destroy the family 
and cause its disintegration, with 
the many attendant evils which 
flow from the dissolution of fam
ily ties, with a general breakdown 
ot the moral fiber of the people. , 

.I said at the outset that the 
Columbia Basin project was one of 
several efforts on the part of the 
Government to turn the lives and 
thoughts of the American people 
again into rural channels, re-estab
lish . the American farm home, by 
the creation of a number of inde
pendent self-sufficient farms, which 
limited in area, are yet extensive 
enough to permit the farm owner 
to establish a. home th~on, and 
rear and maintain a family from 
the fruits of his own farm. ,It is 
also an effort toward the decentral
ization of industry and the encour
agement of the processing of the 
products of the farm at a point. 
or points, near the place where they 

Four walls, a chimney where the blue smoke fans, 
Tall windows and a door that boasts no key, 
A garden's brightness lifted eyes may see 
Above the homely tasking of the hands-
These make but half a home. Without the young. 
Their chiming laughter and unmutedfeet, 
Without small dreams home is no more complete 
Than exquisite far music partly sung. 

Walls should be built to house but loveliness: 
Long curtains of the wind, wide rugs of sun, 
A man's good strengthr'ta'lt'Woman's tenderness 
And children praying when the dusk is done. 
Such walls endure and shelter like a flame 
The things most precious that a heart can name. 

were produced, and so check 
emigration of the children of 
farm to the city by removal of 
necessity therefore. This 
to be accomplished by the Q1~trOi!ll"'." 
ution throughout the area of 
tric power generated at the 
for use in mills and canneries 
like plants as well as upon 
farm home itself. With 
power upon the farm the 
family, will be able to enjoy 
of the comforts and 
common to urban life and < 

render the farm home more pROP~ 
tive to the young ,people basic~ 
thereon, ,who might otherwiS€ an activi~ 
tempted to migrate cityward. The Ca~l 

Such; I believe, is the rive and ~ 
underlying reason. and all nati~ 
the Columbia Basin ganda 'Y 

Propaga~ 
from'it I turn to a brief Ul~~USinOnl dependi~: 
of the project itself. The sought. 11 

bia Basin project is designed and the t 
irrigate 1,200,000 acreS of' 
east of the Columb' l'a RI'ver l'n "propag~ 

only to]1 
State of Washington, to faith in ,i 
the flow of the Col~mbia ing. In ~. 
and to develop electnc energy institute~ 
be used in pumping water for for the.' 
gation and other purposes. and call 
considerations are flood control Propaga~ 
improvements of navigation. 

To accomplish this it is planned 
to build a great dam, power house 
and pumping plant, on the Colum· 
bia Rliver together with a balanc· 
ing reservoir in the Grand Coulee, 
main irrigation canals. auxiliary 
power plants and pumping sta· 
tions, with a system of canals. for 
the distribution of the water to 
the land to be irrigated. 

The area to be irrigated lies east 
of the Columbia River and 
between Soap Lake and Pasco. at 
the mouth of the Snake River. 
Much of the area has been gener· 
ally known as the Big Bend coun· 
try. The tract of land is rou~hlY 
triangular in shape, abou~ slXt~ 
miles wide at its widest pOlflt a~ 
about eighty-five miles long in ItS 
greatest length. The land ranges 
in elevation from 350 feet at 
Pasco to about 1,500 feet near 
Soap Lake. 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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PACIANDA FOR THE 
AL LIFE 

nROPAGANDA is primarily, 
r basically and fundamentally 
an activity of the Catholic Church. 
The Catholic Church has a posi
tive and a direct command to teach 
all nations and we have propa
ganda when that is carried out. 
Propaganda can do good or evil, 
depending upon the objectives 
sought, upon the methods used, 
and the truth behind it. The word 
"propaganda" is correctly applied 
only to the propagation of the 
faith in its original and first mean
ing. In 1622, Pope Gregory XV 
instituted the sacred congregation 
for the propagation of the faith 
and called it "The College of 
Propaganda. " 

Facts of history, therefore, dis
parage two fallacious opinions in 
wide circulation today: that prop
aganda is a new thing, or that it is 
intrinsically evil. The current use 
of the word "propaganda" arises 
from the effort on the part of sec
ular influences to clothe evil actions 
with proper and respectable names. 
Today, the word "propaganda" is 
us~d largely as a synonym for 
lYing. How much better it would 
be to say, "It is a lie," than to 
say, "It is propaganda .. " 

It is essential for the Church to 
establish in the minds of the young 
people the idea that the solution 
of many of our social, economic 
and religious problems rests in a 
~eturn to the soil. This can only 
e done through use of the meth

ods of propaganda.', --of ~r, J,. L O'Sullivan: ,Dean, School 
IV ~urnahsm, Marquette University, Mil

au ee, Wisconsin. 

St. Thomas declares the truth 
is attained when a man's judgment 
of reality is in agreement with 
reality. The people of a democratic 
nation are presumed to be free in 
their quest of truth. Yet I know of 
no judgment held by the people 
of this country which is in more 
violent disagreement with reality 
than the concept held of the rural 
life. The farmer IS pictured as an 
unintelligent, uneducated, unin
formed dolt, whose life is next 
door to slavery and who longs 
only for the day when he will have' 
the opportunity to escape the 
chains of the soil and obtain 
employment in the city. 

On the other hand, the worker 
living in the city has been glorified 
and his lot extolled to a point 
where again the judgment is far 
removed from reality. The propa
ganda in his behalf has resulted in 
the desire of many workers in rural 
districts to leave the freedom per
mitted by life on the farm to 
become drudges to the machine 
and wage slaves of industrial life. 

From our own experiences, we 
can give testimony that these two 
judgments are absolutely false. 
There is no agreement with real
ity. The most intelligent and 
learned man I have ever known 
was a, farmer-not a gentleman 
farmer, but a dirt farmer. The 
keenest thinker and most alert ana
lytical mind with which I have 
ever had the pleasure of associating 
was possessed by a farmer. Work 
on the soil is conducive to thought, 
an element missing in oui: modern 
industrial life. 
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The finest Catholic famiIjes' I 
have ever known were products of 
the farm and remained on the 
farm. 

The most successful alumni of 
my teaching are not the correspon
dent who followed the German 
armies i!lto Warsaw; the writer in 
Hollywood or the contributor to 
the Saturday Evening Post, but a 
yq,ung man and a young woman, 
cla~smates, talented and excep
tional students who are living on 
a farm in one of Wisconsin's fer
tile valleys. Perhaps they have not 
been as successful in the eyes of the 
modern world where accumulation 
of wealth is held to be the meas
ure of success and happiness. But 
for fullness of life, for personal 
development, for loveliness of 
family, for sweetness of personal
ity and for manifestation of excep
tional Catholic characteristics, I 
put them in first place. 

On the other hand, the poorest, 
the most unfortunate and the most 

,J,athetic individuals I have ever 
encountered were those who left 
the farm for tl}e city, who surren
dered their birthright of freedom 
bestowed by grace of the soil for 
the drudgery and slavery of indus
try. 

For seventy-five years, the 
American people have been given 
false pictures by propagandists for 
the modern machine age. They 
have painted the glories of the 
mechanized world, mechanized as 
the Holy Father has pointed out, 
for mechanized warfare. Opposi-
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IN DESERT PLACES 
Sister M. Mac/eleva 

God has a way of making flowers grow. 
He is both daring and direct about it. 
If you know half the flowers that I know, 
You do not doubt it. 

He chooses some gray rock, austere and high, 
For garden-plot, trafficks with sun and weather; 
Then lifts an Indian paintbrush to the sky, 
Half flame, half feather. 

In desert places it is quite the same; 
He delves at petal-plans, divinely, surely, 
Until a bud too shy to have a name, 
Blossoms demurely. 

He dares to sow the waste, to plow the rock. 
Though Eden knew His beauty and His power, 
He could not plant in it a yucca stalk, 
A cactus flower. 

. tion to this false picture has come 
mainly from Catholic leaders, 
through such organizations as the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
To these, civilization is indebted 

. for keeping alive the spark of hope 
of those who believe with Chester
ton that where men accumulate, 
they also decay. 

The time is here, if it is not 
already too late, when all possible 
aid must be given to education for 
the establishment of a proper judg
ment of rural life. If we are to 
have the opportunity to preserve 
the traditions of freedom and lib
erty established by our forefath
ers; if man is to retain his essential 
dignity; if the Church is to escape 

. the pressures and even the persecu
tions experienced in totalitarian 
States, the true judgments of the 
rural and urban life must be estab
lished. It is necessary that our peo
ple, "if they are to maintain their 
essential liberties, be not disenfran
chised from the land" by evil prop
aganda. They must understand 
that the farm life is in accordance 
with human dignity and the mech
anized life is not. 

Our campaig~ of ~c;iucation must 
be directed to the frudents. It is 
almost impossible to try to accom
plish our objectives working with • 
the older people whose ideas are 
set and whose lives are determined . 
The only chance the effort has to 
succeed is to work with the young 
people, boys and girls in our grade 
and high schools, the young men 
and women of the colleges. It 
requires an extensive, well orga
rtized and comprehensive propa-

. ganda effort-an effort to· present 
the truth about a more important 
phase of our national life. 

From the time the last com
mand, "Going, therefore, teach ye 
all nations," set the wheels of 
propagation into moti~n, the 
Church has made use of similar 
methods to accomplish her ob jec
tives. Factors operative in the shap
ing of modern man, religious, soci
ological, economic and philosoph
ical, depend for their effectiveness 
upon the extent to which the ideas 
are disseminated and understood. 

Our young people, Catholic stu
dents especially, must be trained to 
see through the evil propaganda to 
which they are subjected. It is the 

primary function of educar 
develop a man's pOWer of IOn 

so that the tools of the 
will be sharpened and . 
and reason will take 
over emotion and prejudice 

The highest reward of . 
the development of the 
and the result of such a 
ment is the gift of perspecuity 
Latin-speaking Romans had' 
word for it, 'perspicere" -to 
through. The Educated 
must be able to see through 
matter-plagued instruments 
man from the lofty perspective 
the abstract universals of 
Divine. As far as farm life is 
cerned, the eyes of the pel:SP!CUOTh 
Catholic student will see 
way of life that is in 
with man's nature and 
and that the mechanized life is 
trary and antagonistic. 

Success in our effort 
upon a widespread, 
program for dissemination of 
truth, using every possible 
net to get our information 
the young especially. A .great 
is being accomplished by the 
cia! publication of the N 
Catholic Rural Life 
The Catholic Rural Life 
It is a splendid publication, but 
must be given wider 
and new channels established 
reaching our young people 
the truth. 

In addition, every effort must bI 
made to use the established meth
ods of communication to -
these ideas upon our people. 
diocesan newspapers, school 
lications and the national 
magazines should cooperate in this 
campaign. Old established publica
tions frequently carry far marl 
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than the new media 
may be developed. In this 

"'\JU."lI'lll'.~ also, it is important 

the Catholic press and what he said 
is applicable to all similar agen
cies. Speaking to a pilgrimage of 
journalists in 1933, the Holy 
Father said: "Catholic journalists 
reflect the impression produced in 
believers by the word and thought 
of God, by the teachings of the 
Church, the divine mother and dis
penser of truth. To use inodern 
terminology, the Catholic journal
ists not only qualify as speaking 
trumpets for the Church Qut also 
as loud speakers of the Church; of 
truth and of Christian life, regard
less of whether they spread' the 
faith of the Church which teaches 
and directs, or whether they gather 
from the faithful the thoughts and 
impressions suggested by the 
Church itself as mother and mis
tress of doctrine; in order to trans-

mit them to her maternal heart; 
to deposit them at her feet; to tell 
in short that her solicitudes have 
been well understood and that her 
words, well received, have found 
their echo in daily life." 

'-'U\!!l1o.,I!AT the rural people themselves to 
publicati~n~ w~ich reflect 

ust hi 
neth· 
Ipre55 
The 

pub· 

l th~ 
,!ica' 
more 

views. It 1S m th1s aspect of 
the publication field that we seem 
o be weakest. In order to form an 
t ., 1 pinion, 1t 1S not on y necessary 
~o have agencies to disseminate 
information to the people, but it 
's also essential to have agencies to 
:eflect how this information is 
received by the people. The rural 
residents of this country have little 
chance to give expression to their 
views through the radio, the press 
or other media for the gathering 
and distribution of information. 

The late Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XI. placed great emphasis 
upon this important function of 

THE COUNTRYSIDE SPEAKS 
OF dOD 

IN his brilliant address at the mass meeting which 
opened the Spokane convention of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, the Most Rev. 

Edwin V. O'Hara, D.D., Bishop of Kansas City 
and Honorary President of the Conference, said in 
part: "It may occur to someone to ask what is the 
concern of the Catholic Church with agriculture. 
There are, indeed, Catholic industrial conferences 
which deal with the human relationship which 
springs from the employment of men in any and 
aJl industries but why is agriculture singled out for 
quite exceptional treatment? 

"I answer that it is because the countryside 
speaks of God. I am not here concerned with a highly 
poetical view of nature like that so beautifully 
expressed in Francis Thompson's Orient Ode, wherein 
the rising sun is pictured as the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament raised aloft each morning in the 
sanctuary East and each evening with the flaming 
monstrance of the West reposed as 'a glorious host .... 

HI am speaking in a mere pedestrian strain and 
make my own a sentence spoken by a great pastor 
of a rural diocese when he said: 'There is something 
a.Imost sacramental about country life.' This expres
s~o nWas used in sober prose by Bishop Wehrle of the 
filon was used in sober prose by Bishop Wehrle of the 
I~st Catholic Rural Life Conference in St. Louis in 

23 .... 
"The countryside speaks ()if God because 'it 

speaks of life. The farmer deals with life and living 
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In the situation that now con
fronts us, it is essential that we 
use every method to combat the 
propaganda of evil. Only when 
our.objectives are accomplished 
will man again be able to sing of 
man as the psalmist sang of him: 
"Thou hast made him a little less 
than the angels, thou hast crowned 
him with glory: and honor; and. 
hast set him over works of Thy. 
hands. Thou hast . .subjected all 
things under his feet, . all sheep and 
oxen, moreover also the beasts- of . 
the fields, the birds of the air and 
the fishes of the sea." 

things. The mysterious cycle of life and growth and 
death and resurtecsJ.lm takes place under his eyes each 
year. He thus deals with a force which he is privileged 
to handle but which is forever beyond his power to 
create or greatly alter. The grasS'esat his feet, the 
growing grains, the waving corn, the sheltering trees, 
the animal life of farmyard and field, are full of the 
mystery that speak of source of life" of sublime mys~ . 
tery. The farmer can easily accept the language of 
Christ when He says, 'I am the Life.' . . . 

"The farmer has another lesson no less reli
gious-the lesson of human responsibility which 
forms the basis of duty and conscience. He is taught 
the inescapable consequences of his own conduct .. 
'Whatsoever things a man shall sow, those also shall 
he reap.' He learns that he must be sincere with 
nature, the land must be cultivated, the seed must be 
chosen with care. There are no short cuts-there are 
no subterfuges with nature. It is useless to plant 
impoverished seed. Neither God nor nature is mocked. 
Here is the education of an honest man. And the 
farmer readily accepts the religious interpretation of 
life and conduct. 

"Marriage is a great sacrament. It receives from 
the country an environment which is almost sacra
mental. Unity and indissolubility are its foundations 
and sanctity its keystone. Agriculture is the only 
occupation to which the family may be said to be 
co-naturaL The consequence is that divorce is little 
known and children are numerous .... 

"In these days when every city reports empty 
school rooms, it becomes obvious that the contribu
tion of the farm is not merely food and fiber, but· 
the surge and tide of childlife to replenish the cities' 
dying population." 
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"A NECESSITY LIEfH 

UPON ME" 

LIKE so many parishes, Alamosa 
plunged into debt during the 

middle "twenties," so that, when 
we came up for air, took cogni
zance of how we stood in the fall 
of '27, and got the new church 
finished enough for use in '28, we 
found a debt of eighty thousand 
dollars. The interest was eleven 
dollars a day. But the people 
responded so generously, so that 
during the twenty-six months 
from November 1, 1927, to the 
end of 1929, the debt was low
ered at the rate of $25 a day. And 
in $1930 another $8,000 was cut 
off, but by 1932 the gross income 
of the parish had dropped from a 
peak of $13,000 down to $4,000, 
$3,000 of which was paid for 
interest. 

Here, in outline, was our situa
tion. More than half our men were 
out of work, national relief was 
not yet functioning and our Colo
rado old age pension was still in 
the order of ideals. Three-fourths 
of the adults and more than seven
eighths of the children are Span
ish-Americans-not old Mexico 
Mexicans, but Spanish speaking 
descendants of the Southwest's first 
settlers .. Most of the adults had 
come to Alamosa from the smaller 
communities of southern Colorado 
and northern New Mexico, and 
had never really felt at home-in 
the sense that they had taken pos
session of the town or attained a 
political majority as they had in 
some of the adjoining counties of 

The Rev. Edward J. McCarthy; Pas
tor, Church of the Sacred Heart, Ala-' 
mosa, Colorado. 

the State. The "Americana" was 
always in control both politically 
and industrially and the so-called 
Mexican was the first to be laid 
off and the last to be hired whether 
in the railroad shops or on the 
ranches. Something had to be done 
because not only the collection had 
fallen off but attendance at Mass 
had become less and less-even the 
good Catholics were staying away. 
They felt ashamed to, come when 
they could contribute,n~~ing, and 
not a few were lackinlf'in proper 
clothes. Even when Federal relief 

-got under way and our poor were 
relatively well off because of their 
lower standard of living, the prices 
of food soon went up so as to 
absorb all their income before their 
real needs were satisfied. Out of 
such a state of affairs came the 
thought of a credit union. 

The Colorado Credit Union 
Law was passed in 1931, and our 
union, dating from May, 1934, is 
number sixteen. From the begin
ning it was confined to the poor 
or Spanish-speaking part of the 
parish. Our by-laws are different 
from other credit unions in that 
the pastor appoints the treasurer 
and he in turn nominates all the 
candidates for office. In money 
matters these people frequently 
mistrust each other, but all have 
confidence in the pastor. 

The first year we took in only 
a dozen members, half of whom 
saved the prescribed quarter a week 
faithfully, while three of the seven 
original signers of the petition for 
the charter dropped out. To them 
it was just another one of those 

things. We wrote only one 
and that to pay for our 
ing supplies from the head 
then in Boston. We had no 
to lend and no one thought 
making a loan. Two of the 
?irectors seldom came to the 
mgs. 

Then in the midst of a 
winter, a friend from over 
mountain in the parish where 
had been an assistant, trusted 
with a car load of coal. One 
our credit union members, 
was so poor that he had not 
able to buy a whole ton of 
for three years (and it's $10 a ton 
by the sack), transformed his 
Overland touring car-vintage of 
1924-into a one~ton truck. and 
before we ualized it we had a con. 
sumers' cooperative. In four years 
we had grown to about two hun. 
dred members and one of the prin· 
cipal reasons is the two dollars a 
ton saving on coal we afford our 
members. To enjoy this privilege 
they must save at least five dollars 
-one share a year, as we found it 
I\ecessary to gradually bring them 
around to the idea of saving some· 
thing for themselves. Some fifty 
carloads of coal have been delivered 
to our members at a minimum 
saving of $3.000. We have no 
storage bins and have never paid 
one cent of demurrage as we always 
empty the car within the forty
eight hours. At first some had to 
take two or three tons but now we 
seldom give more than one to a 
family. A friendly flour mill lets 
us weigh our coal on their scales 
and gives us the tickets. When fin-

10 NOVEMBER 1939 THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 



a ton 
! his 
ge of 
, and 
con· 

years 
hun· 
prin· 
ars a 

Our 
'ilege 
Illars 
Id it 
hem 
Ime
fifty 
ered 
!Urn 

no 
laid 
'ays 
ty-

to 
we 
) a 
lets 
lies 
in-

'sh d the delivery man' and his' 
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co-op account of the members. 
or k' h . We give the wor mg men t en 
checks at the rate ?f 75c per ton
the railroad rate IS $1. 7 5 so that, 
the coal costs us $2.50 a ton the 
day we deliver it. This much v:e 
try to ,have our members turn m 
on their first pay day following. 
Our ideal is to pay as we use and 
our credit is good at the mine. 
Thus far we have not had a single 
loss, 'though in some' cases there 
has been a wait of two years. 

We also deal in potatoes, chilli 
peppers, powder and beans. When 
potatoes are needed by our mem- , 
bers, I phone a Catholic rancher 
who has a cellar full. The next 
time he or his sons find it conve
nient to come to town he sends in 
a carload. When the load comes 
we put one of our men on it and 
in an hour or less he is finished 
and our members are charged with 
a sack of potatoes at five or ten 
cents more than the wholesale 
price, just to cover the cost of 
bookkeeping. In this regard I 
might mention that we have been 
always careful to pay our credit 
union and co-op bill promptly. In 
the mind of the English speaking 
folk the Spanish speaking people 
do not enjoy a first-class credit rat
ing, so we are careful to counteract 
.this condition by prompt payment. 

Another example of co-op buy
ing is our purchase of string chilli. 
Heretofore these chilli growers or 
peddlers came in from Espanola, 
New Mexico, sold what they could 
to the stores and then went on to 
the next town. Now we have at 
least one of these men trained to 
come to us. The last time he had 
sold a half dozen strings to a few 
of the merchants for a dollar each. 
He had some forty strings left and 
he wanted to get home-he offered 
th~m to us for ninety-nve cents 
apIece. He left that evening with 
OUr check and forty of our chilli 
10 ' Vers Were made happy. 

,Three weeks ago I was twenty 
1l1Iles south of town on the look-

out for potatoes, as many of our 
members had been asking for 
them. I noticed a car being loaded 
and stopped to ask the price, etc. 
As I had' to go on farther on other 
business, I left word for the farmer 
to see me on my return. He had 
finished loading one car and did 
not have enough to fill a second 
one and so was willing to let me 
have twenty-seven sacks at five 
cents more than he had received 
from the car buyer for hauling 
them in twenty miles. He followed 
me into to'wn just after dark and 
before we had gone four blocks 
twenty-seven families had a sack 
of first-class potatoes for about 50c 
less than their neighbors had paid 
that same day, and the farmer had 
his cash from the credit union. 

Most of our members live in 
adobe houses-mud and straw
sun baked bricks-. laid up 4 x 8 
by 12. An eight-inch wall is satis
factory for a one-story house and 
with well set windows and doors 
(which by the way, cost more 
than the walls), they ,are the 
warmest in winter and coolest in 
summer of any type of cohstruc
tion, provided the roof is also cov
ered with dirt. But many of our 
poor have succumbed to the hurry
up sufficient-unto-the-day Ameri
cano way ~nd used cheap roofing 
paper over 2 x 6 or even 2 x 4 
rafters. Last year we loaned a new 
member, whose income from the 
railroad fransfer is less than the 
$44 from WPA, $60 to build a 
one-room house. (The lumber 
man knew how poor he was and 
gave us twenty per cent discount.) 
In spite of my entreaties to use 
"vegas" six inch pine poles pro
jecting out over the walls and 
heavy sheeting under a dirt roof, 
he put on 2x 6's and cheap paper. 
Well it was a cold winter, the 
coldest in forty years. For six 
weeks it did not ,get above zero. 
(Remember, • that while we are 
about a thousand miles to the 
south of you, we are a mile and a 
half up In the sky and we do have 
cold winters). True to my predic
tion, the credit union had to give 
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this member five or six tons of coal 
to keep his five little girls from 
freezing. In spite of our helping 
this man with his work, delivering 
coal and paying his back grocery 
and meat bills at fifty per cent dis
count and keeping his creditors 

"from claiming his check, he is still 
behind on last year's fuel bill. But 
he is not a bad account, he will pay 
up. 

Now we think we have the roof 
problem solved. It came about in 
this way. The WPA has paved 
miles of our streets with oiled 

.. 
The Blessing of Bread 
- - From the Roman Ritual 

LET US PRAY - - Oh Lord Jesus 

Christ, bread of Angels, living bread 

, j life eternal, deign to bless this bread 

as thou hast blessed the five loaves in 

the desert: so th,at all who eat of it 

may thenceforth enjoy health of body 

and soul: who livest and reignest 

forever and ever. Amen. 

-
gravel. and our men know how to 
mix oil gravel and adobe to best 
shed water. Some of them have 
tried it on their roofs. If you ever 
built a black top road through a 
Mexican 'plaza you would have 
discovered that it takes much more 
to pave the village street than it 
does out where folks don't have 
flat roofs. And while I count 
myself a good enough "probabil
ist" to get by even on a grana 
larceny basis, I feared for the con
sequences, both national and local, 
among the WP A officials. So I put 
aside the temptation to steal 
enough oiled gravel from the WPA 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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WHY I PREFER LIFE ON THE FARM 

This presentation' of the case for the farm is the work of a Saskatche

wan highschool girl, grade XI. In our judgment it is II composition of 

unusual merit, reflecting great credit upon the educational system under 

which the author has received her training. 

'I HAVE a great affection for farm 
life, which has never waned. There 
are many reasons why I prefer life 

on a farm. 
There are those peculiar and endur

ing attributes of the farm scenery 
which bring perpetual joy to those 
who love nature. The smell of the 
good earth after rain, the dew spar~
ling on the grass of the pastures 1n 

the early morning, the first flush of 
green in the woods and fields in the 
spring, the sunset shot through with 
gold and rose flooding the world with 
light, the breathless starlit night, when 
the sense of eternity and illimitable 
space comes close to one; yes, even the 
first, fresh snow of winter spreading 
a glistening cover over the ,dry, brown 
stubble fields and earth of' autumn, 
the beautiful uacery of, twigs and 
branches against the pale blue prairie 
skies in winter-these things I love. 

I love the farm because of its nat
uralness,' its truthfulness, its absence 
of artificiality. You cannot be cheated 
by it. It displays its ruggedness and 
plainness in such a way that it adds to 
"beauty," which as a poet once said, 
"is a joy forever." 

I prefer the farm chiefly, perhaps, 
because in these modern days of sense
less rush and strain and striving, it is 
becoming the only place where one 
can live one's life, think one's own 
thoughts and be entirely oneself. Here 
and there one may find a few in the 
city who make a stand for their inde
pendence, who refRse to be smothered 
by the herd and its illusions, who insist 
on .limiting their circle to a few truly 
congenial friends, WJlO refuse to be 
driven hither and tHither iIi a cease
less round of meaningless pursuits, 
who seek no popularity from the 
crowd and will have none of its ways, 
feverish activities and mass opinions. 
But this takes great strength of char
acter, which is more or less rare. 

How often one hears, the protests 
of those who have allowed' themselves 
to be submerged in a thousand activ
ities for the sake of keeping up with 
the crowd and so Jose the finer tastes 
which they once preferred I "I used to 
enjoy music and'reading, as the case 
may be, but ,1 no longer have time for 
it. There are so many things wh~ch 
take UP. one's time." Poor souls. 
throwing away so often the substance 
of life for the shadow! 

On the farm one's days may be 
filled with labor. real stress and strain 
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of labor at times. but nothing is 
meaningless. Each fulfills a definite and 
useful objective. If carried out in the 
right spirit of good craftsmanship. it 
brings its own reward in the joy of a 
job well done. It may be the cultiva
tion of the field. it may be the care of 
the stock and poultry. it may be the 

. performance of the necessary house
hold tasks, or the planting and care of 
the garden; all give an opportunity 
for constructive thought and expres
sion of personality. 

Much of the work on the farm has 
an element of. mystery about it. the 
feeling of working with some illimit
able force of which you are merely a 
cooperating atom. Sowing the tiny 
seeds in spring is done with .faith 
and hope, as if confiding something 
precious to an unseen spirit, by whose' 
power flower, fruit and harvest are 
reaped in due time. 

Sometimes it is well to pause and 
ponder over these things, to define 
'what life means for us and what is the 
fount of happiness which some seem 
unable to reach. No doubt, more than 
anything else happiness is what hu
man beings crave. Many seek it in 
strange ways. I find much of it in 
observing and working with nature 
and beauty. 

Many complain of loneliness on the 
farm. To me that's where I feel lone
liness the least! In the city-yes, what 
depths of loneliness are experienced 
amidst the self-centered and preoccu~ 
pied crowds. On the farm every bush. 
field and tree; the skies by night with 
their countless eyes, by day with their 
clouds all have something to say that 
gives me strength, serenity and cour
age. 

I am thankful to live on the farm. 
I am thankful that there is still. a place 
on earth where people who love peace. 
silence, and beauty can find a refuge 
from the babble of the modern world. 
wherein every kind of noise is kept 
going to disguise the 'emptiness of our 
minds. The farms are the quiet places 
on earth which are filled with inspira
tions for those with eyes to see. 

Yes! I thank God for the farms. 
which are most dear to me. 
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"A_NECESSITY LlETH UPON ME" 
(Continued from Page 1 i ) 
to cover all Qur members' 
anq turned to our new oil 
when the man in charge 
me that he would supply the 
kind of crude oil hot and 
mix at about two cents a 
and allow us space nearby to 
it. So if the weather holds 
this is our next. venture, using 
own members and trucks 
with our money, and paying 
as we go, we will cover for Cost 
the flat-roofed homes with two 0; 
three inches of the best water. 
proofing and insulating material 
known to science. It will cut OUr 
coal sales in half for some. but we 
are not selling coal for profit. we 
are delivering it for cost and our 
object is to save our poor parish. 
ioners money for their other needs. 

South of the tracks. many poor 
have no available sewer conriec
tions and any who have, do not 
have the means or even the house 
that would justify investing in a 
bath room. The city health officer 
(a feUow alumnus from Colorado 
Aggies), compromised on WPA 
outside toilets. The work is done 
by the WP A according to the State 
health officer's specifications. but 
the material must be supplied by 
the property owner. The local 
lumber yards charge $17 and in 
some cases demand cash. This 
time we did not stop with getting 
figures from the three local lumber 
yards but went down to a little 
one-family saw-mill in the next 
county. After sharpening the pen
cils we finally got a price. on lots 
of twenty units, of $6.40 each. 
which is about one-third less than 
was ever heard of in our county. 
Allowing for all other material and 
including two coats of paint our 
cost is under $12 or a saving of 
$5 to each family. Needless to say. 
such favorable publicity found us 
flooded with applicants, but the 
board of directors has become quite 
choosey, and at the last meeting 
turned down four out of nine. 
You would be amused to see to 
what lengths some of these poor 
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bewildered people go to get what 
the law requires at the least possi
bleexpense. But it has its pathetic 
side as well. For example, a middle 
aged man who had probably been 
OJlt of the Church all his adult life, 
whom I suspect has sent his chil
dren to schools which exposed 
them to almost certain loss of 
faith, offers to bring his certificate 
of Baptism in the Church, if that 
is all that is required to qualify for 
the $5 saving. He left the Church 
years ago to gain a worldly advan
tage for his family and now he 
comes in and nibbles at the bait 
that would require him to return 
to the Faith of his Fathers. 

However, a much better exam
ple of a parish credit union and 
cooperative than ours, is the one 
at St. Cajetan's church, Denver. 
They have had a co-op grocery 
and meat market in the church 
basement for some three years. 
Father Ordinas, the pastor and 
Provincial of the Theatine Fathers 
in this country, told me that they 
save each family five or six dollars 
a month. Their credit union is pat
terned after ours and though they 
began only last February, they 
have surpassed us in amount of 

shares, and it will not be many 
months until they exceed us m 
amount of loans. 

It must be through the closer 
COntact with members who come 
daily ,into the store, that th~ clerk 
is able to remind them to keep 
paid up on their shares and pos-

sibly they credit their store divi
dends to share payments. From 
what I know of our Spanish speak
ing and Mexican people this sys
tem would work very well. Sorry 
to say, we have fallen down woe
fully in share payments. Of our 
two hundred members not ten are 
paid up on a basis of 25c a week 
from the time of their entrance 
into the union. We have never 
fined anyone. Our forty or fifty 
loans range from $3 to $650, and 
as with our co-op accounts, we 
have no bad ones. Some half dozen 
are behind and were they left to 
themselves they might not pay all, 
but with the pastor as treasurer, 
this just doesn't happen. Both 
shares and loans are insured with 
our Credit Union Mutual against 
death and total disability. (Thus 
far we have cC?llected more in 
claims than we have paid in prem
iums.) And if things come to the 
worst, the standard of living can 
be held down to a level that wl11 
permit even a relief client to make 
a small monthly payment, and get 
out with a little help that the pas
tor can usually find. We are not 
afraid to make a small loan to a 
widow receiving $42 a month for 
herself and seven" children. 

In five years we have hot with
drawn credit union shares nor 
made loans to pay parish dues. I 
have always been opposed to the 
idea, as I oppose borrowing to pay 
current bills where no appreciable 
discount can be had. But now we 
may do it in the case of three 
members whose loan payments 
were so heavy that they had noth
ing left from their pay checks for 
church dues. It was my fault for 
letting them bite off more than 
they could comfortably chew. And 
because these three members have 
benefited so much by their credit 
union loans they do not want to 
let the year pass without making 
up their envelope dues. It would 
shame them before their fellow 
credit union members and give bad 
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example to many who are less for
tunate than themselves. Families 
that formerly contributed ten or 
fifteen dollars a year to the parish, 
now pay twenty-five or thirty and 
do it easier than before they joined 
the credit union and participated 
in the co-op buying privileges. 
When giving out this year's col
lection envelopes, I boldly asked 
for twenty-five cents a Sunday or 
$15 a year even from the $44 men 

with families. I know that it 
requires an heroic, degree of faith 
and generosity to do this, but we 
guarantee to every head of a fam
ily, that if he will come into our 
parish credit union and participate 
in our consumers' cooperative that 
we will save him the fifteen dol
lars we are asking him to contrib
ute towards the support of the 
parish, and if we fail to effect this 
amount of saving for him, then the 
pastor will readily refund his year's' 
contribution. 

"A necessity lieth upon me, 
but after twelve years it laysratl:ter 
lightly, and its burden has becom~ 
more of a joy than a cross. ' 
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Spokane in Retro~pect 

• A salute to the city and diocese 
of Spokane, its glorious bishop, its 
priests, Sisters, and devoted laity! 
Dangerous as is the use of super
latives, we feel justified in the 
present instance in walking right 
into the danger zone to record the 
verdict of some 5,000 ruralists 
who attended the Conference's 
seven teen th annual' con ven tion as 
the guests of His Excellency, 
Bishop White. And that verdIct 
is that as a combination of pains
taking planning, preClSlOn and 
dignity of procedure, quality and 
balance of program content, no 
meeting in the organization's his
tory has made such a close 
approach to perfection. For this 
new peak in convention success the 
officers and membership are 
indebted to Bishop White, who 
again made manifest his ardor for 
the cause of rural life by person
ally supervising every detail of the 
arrangements for the conclave. 
Likewise are they indebted in a 
special way to Father Leonard 
Boehm, director of the Spokane 
rural life bureau, without whose 
splendid cooperation w~ may 
question if even his energetIc OrdI
nary could have achieved what he 
did. 

If the experiences at Spokane 
can be taken as an index of the 
spirit of hospitality -an~ ~uality 
workmanship that prevads m the 
Pacific Northwest, and we believe 
it can, then indeed will the Con
ference accept with enthusiasm 
other invitations to bring its 
national meeting to that area. 

Clerical Leadership in the Making 

• Catholic Rural Lifers are agreed 
that the success of the cause they 
espouse rests with the rural pas
tor. Hence their profound interest 
in the training processes whereby 
the on-coming generation of priests 
are being made ready in mind and 
heart for fruitful careers of service 
to agricultural America. Hence, 
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also, their satisfaction when evi
dence comes that such training is 
registering. Spokane provided two 
reminders, each definitely hearten
ing, that a well equipped rural 
clergy is on the way. From the Jes
uit Scholasticate of St. Mary's, 
deep down in Kansas, came a do~
ument prepar-ed by the embryo~lc 
ecclesiastics there, in which they 
expressed regrets that circumstances 
forbade their participation in the 
convention, and conveyed best of 
good wishes for its complete suc
cess. 

More fortunate was the deacon 
class of St. Edward's Seminary in 
Seattle, directed by the Sulpician 
Fathers under the rectorship of, 
Very Rev. Thomas C. Mulligan, 
seasoned apostle for the rural mis
sions. The seniors of St. Edward's 
wen~ released from class work for 
a day, and permitted to cross the 
State of Washington in order to 
assist at the C0nve,ntion sessions. 
The presence of the seminarians 
helped the Conference to U1;der
stand that it too is an educatlOnal 
institution. Indeed, it is that or 
nothing. 

The Rural Youth Section 

• At the outset of preparations 
for the Spokane sessions, Bishop 
White made known his desire that 
much be done to draw the interest 
of high school and college students 
of both town and country. Much 
was done to meet the wishes of 
His Excellency, and as the discus
sion work took form at Gonzaga 
University, where the Jesuit 
Fathers literally and figuratively 
opened wide the doors, it became 
increasingly apparent to the Con
ference directorate that a new 
sphere of endeavor, and one of ~re
men do us importance, was openmg 
before them. In previous conven
tions efforts have been made to 
offer material matched to the needs 
of young people from the farms. 
At Spokane, while there were sev
eral hundreds of rural boys and 
girls in attendance at the youth 
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sessions, a strong majority of those 
present were urbanites. Because of 
this circumstance, the inimitable 
Father Lord, who spark-plugged 
the Gonzaga phase of the conven_ 
tion, directed a major share of his 
effort, and that of his capable pro
aram associates, to an interpreta_ b 

No. 6588 

Da Citarsi Nella Risposta 

Y01+r Excellency, 

I take great pleasure 
ci'ation of the Holy Father 
issues of "The 'Catholic. 
which you presented to film 
Apostolic Delegate. 

From. a perusal of 
as from other sources, 
work which is being do 
favor of the farming 
of those States which 
hope that, this 'work 
become a powerful 
efforts to propagate and 
of their Dioceses. From 
Pontiff bestows upon Your 
'members of the Conference 
that it may call down 'lIpon 
Our, ,Divine Lord. 

With sentiments of 
Your Excellency, 

To, His Excellency , D.D., 
'The'Most Rev .. Edwin 0 Hara, 
Bishop 'of ITY 

KANSAS C " 

NOVEMBER 1939 '. "IR ·1' 1 I"~;' BULLETIN TI-II= r.ATl-lnllr. RI a ~~ 



Ose 
of 

ble 
red 
~n-,. 
11S 

'0-

:a-

ney, 

tion of things rural for the benefit 
of city youth. Stress was placed on 
the interdependence of the two ele
ments in our economic and social 
structure, and we are certain that 
the entire procedure made for the 
development of mutual under
,standing and fine good will. It was 

VATICANO, October 24. 1~39. 

to you the deep appre
containing the several 

luraltll1etin" for the .year 1938-39 
His Excellency the 

of your publication as well 
learned of the sterling 
Rural Life· Conference in 

of the populations 
tural. It is His 

and that it may 
in tlieir zealous 

among the rural peoples 
His q,lller,efof'e. the Sovereign 

officers and 

Of Cordial regard. I am. 

Devotedly yours in Christ~· 

D., 

an enlightening experience for the 
Conference officers. and helped not 
a little in bringing them to the 
conclusion that not only should 
the approach be repeated in future 
conventions. but also that. as a, 
matter of general policy. greater 
effort must be directed to the up
building of a genuine respect of 
industry for agriculture and of 
agriculture for industry. 

Those who are on the construc
tion end of conventions have 
things to learn quite as well as 
those who sign at the registration 
desk. 

A Manifesto on Rural life 

• While there has been no dearth 
of literature concerning the think
ing and the objectives of the 
National Catholic'Rural Life Con
ference, we have lacked. up to now. 
a comprehensive statement of fun
damental principles upon which·a 
solution of the agrarian problem in 
the United States can be based. 
Papers delivered at the annual con
ventions of the Conference and 
embodied in the several volumes of 
Catholic Rural Life Ob jectives 
have unquestionably enriched the 
literature of agrarianism. But by 
their very nature these theses were 
limited to considerations of dis
tinctive aspects of rural life and its 
manifold ramifications. The same 
limitations to a large extent apply 
to the BULLETIN, which has nev
ertheless sought, by careful selec
tion of material and by its edi
torial comment. at least to indi
cate the interrelations existing 
between the different rural prob
lems on the one hand and between 
city and farm on the other. 

These accomplishments, how
ever. have been in the nature of 
study and preparation for the for
mulation and fixation of a definite 
program. With the publication of 
the Manifesto on Rural Life, the 
Conference now presents in a coor
dinated manner, the fundamental 
policies and objectives developed 
under Conference leadership dur-

THE cArH:oLlc RURAL liFE BULI..ETiN NOVEMB'ER " 1"39 

ing the past seventeen years. Hark
ening back to the age-old teachings 
of Christianity as reiterated in the 
brilliant encyclicals of Leo XIII 
and Pius Xi, these fundamental 
principles are concerned with spir
itual as well as material matters. 
They touch UpOl). and seek to bring 
into proper relation the whole 
scale of values-economic. sociaL' 
culturaL moraL and religious
which constitute the warp and 
woof of life on the land. 

As Bishop Muench says in his 
foreword to the Manifesto, "one 
need take but a cursory glance 
through American history to see 
that this nation has always had 
some kind of agrarian problem. In 
the past. many panaceas were pre
scribed. some of them radical and 
revolutionary. others legislative 
and monetary, or economical and 
political. Yet they failed for the 
reason that the farmer's problem 
is so complicated by many factors 
that it cannot be solved by a sim
ple formula." 

The M anifesta makes no claim 
of providing such a curative for
mula. Its purpose is. rather. to 
state certairi fundamental princi
ples and policies which will be 
essential in any solution. It is 
divided into two parts. The first 
deals with sixteen phases of rural 
life including such vital subjects as 
the rural Catholic family. farm 
ownership and land tenancy. rural 
settlement. rural Catholic educa
tion, rural Catholic youth. rural 
health. farmer cooperative. rural 
credit, and rural taxation.. The 
second part consists of copious 
annotations on each paragraph in 
the Manifesto proper. serving to 
indicate the vast body of thought 
available on this subject. 

In the preparation of the M ani
Festa some fifty Catholic scholars 
have collaborated ul).der the chair
manship of His Excellency,Most 
Rev. Aloisius J. Muench. D.D., 
Bishop of Fargo. The Rt. Rev. 
Vincent J. Ryan, LL.D., Confer
ence president, is responsible for 
the editorial work on the docu
ment. 
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TRAINING 'THE (LERGY FOR 

THE RURAL APOSTOLATE 

IN every satisfactory picture of 
Catholic rural lif~ there stands 

the figure of a noble priest. When
ever the people gather together, 
there he is in the midst of them;
and when the people scatter again, 
he is soon following them to their 
several homes, and there is the 
familiar car parked in the farm
yard or pulled up at the corner of 
a field where a man is plowing. 

The Church has a mission to 
rural America, and confides that 
mission to the country priest. He 
will make use of all the man-power 
and woman-power available; he 
may seek the preCious services of 
some Sisterhood, he may organize 
his lay people, men and women, 
boys and girls, into those great 
social forces the Church esteems so 
highly; but the priest himself must 
ever be the center and the soul of 
all these enterprises. 

This convention renders a splen
did service to rural America and to 
the Church by bringing to the fore 
the problems of rural life and the 
Catholic principles that must be 
applied to their solution. But it is 
only through the soul of the rural 
pastor that a program will be 
transformed into Catholic Action, 
only through him that resounding 
resolutions will be put into effect. 
With him are all our hopes. 

Since the rural priest occupies 
such a pivotal position in the 
Church's program for a more 
abundant rural life, it is easy I to 
see why such a group as this should 

The Very Rev. Thomas C. Mulligan, 
S.S., S.T.D.; President, St. Edward's 
Seminary, Seattle, Washington. 

be interested in the subject before 
us now: The Training of a Clergy 
for the Rural Apostolate. 

This training for the rural apos
tolate must be both general and 
special: general, because the coun
try pastor must have the prepara
tion the Church requires for all her 
priests, and special, because he 
m~st be prepared to deal with the 
special problems he will meet in 
rural districts. 

I think we do well to place great 
emphasis on the 'general prepara
tion for the life and work common 
to all priests, whether they be des
tined for work in the city or coun
try, at home or in foreign fields. 

One cpmpelling reason for 
insisting on this general priestly 
training in our seminaries comes 
from the fact that no one knows 
which of the students will be sent 
to serve in city parishes and which 
will be sent to the rural areas. 

We dare not neglect our city 
parishes, where most of our Cath
olics live, and whence most of our 
priestly vocations come. It is not 
surprising to find that the vast 
majority of the priests in the 
United States are in city work. 
Even here in the Pacific Northwest, 
-about two-thirds of our priests are 
in places of more than 10,000 pop
ulation. Most of the priests who 
are members of religious Orders are 
in city parishes or in educational 
work in the cities, though some 
religious, of course, are living in 
smaller places or doing w~ek-end 
work in rural districts. If we con
sider only the diocesan clergy of 
this province, we find that more 

than half of them are in cities of 

d
1 ?ff'OOO or more

h
· ,!,he proportion 

1 ers fvery muc 111 various dio
ceses 0 the Northwest, in some f 
which approximately 60 or 70 p~ 
cent of the diocesan clergy are i: 
places of more than 10,000 
though in other dioceses 70 or 80 
per cent are in the smaller places. 

Obviously then, the seminary 
not knowing which young me~ 
are destined for city work and 
which for country work, cannot 
train any individual for the one 
or other service alone. As a matter 
of fa(,:t, most of the young men in 
the seminary are in all probability 
destined to serve for a number of 
years in both urban and rural 
fields, and while special prepara
tion they must have for the parti
cular needs of both areas, their 
preparation cannot be narrowly 
specialized! to the neglect of the 
more general, more fundamental 
preparation. 

Evert if we knew that all our 
students were destined for the rural 
mission exclusively, still would it 

,be necessary to lay most stress on 
the general preparation they need 
as priests. We know that asceticism 
is more important than agronomy. 
We could, all through the course, 
give special attention to rural prob
lems, but we would be bound to 
stress the general preparation com
mon to all aspirants to the priest
hood, knowing that the rural pas
tor, like his clerical brother in the 
city, must be an educated 
true priest, a real apostle. 

The priest, whether in city or 
country work, must be an edu
cated man. The Church insists 
that the priest who is to go into 
rural work must have the best edu
cation the Church in her age-old 
wisdom has been able to devise, 
the education she prescrib~s for all 
her priests. Certainly there can be 
no lower standard of culture and 
intellectual training for the rural 
apostolate; if anything, this life 
with its many demands for initia
tive and versatility would call for 
an even higher training. 

16 NOVEMBER 1939 THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 
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well-rounded education 
given to all aspirants to the 

. is the classica1-
Ahi16S0pbllcal-theological course 

the Catholic priest a 
ti apart. The Church knows no 

:ter training tha? t~is. Before 
he permits her senl1nanan to take 
~p his theological studies, she 
insists that he have the general cul
ture and discipline offere? by . a 
classical. course, and the trammg m 
scholastic philosophy, which, in 
the words of Pius XI, "will 
sharpen his mind to distinguish 
truth from falsehood, will form 
him to habits of intellectual clear
ness, so necessary in any studies or 
problems of the future, and will 
give him a great superiority over 
others, whose mere erudition, per
haps, is wider, but who lack phil
osophical training." 

Building upon this foundation 
of classical and philosophical train
ing, the Church gives her future 
priest the crown and glory of her 
educational system, a course in the 
theological sciences. Here is 
acquired an intimate knowledge of 
the Word of God contained in the 
Sacred Scriptures; here are mas
tered the truths of divine faith and 
the precepts and counsels of the 
Christian life; here is unfolded the 
history of the Church, with her 
constitution and laws, with her 
wealth of beauty in liturgy and 
sacred art. These are not merely 

the professional knowledge of a 
churchman, they are the most pre
cious and the most significant 
truths the world possesses, they 
tell the story of the greatest insti
tution the world has ever seen, they 
explain the most vital force at 
work in the world today, and no 
man or woman, within or with
out the Church, is wholly edu
cated, if ignorant of these truths 

. which form the common heritage 
of all Catholic priests. 

This is the education that has 
given the Catholic priest his rec
ognized superiority over other reli
gious leaders; this is the equip
ment given to every rural pastor, 
making him, as a rule, the best 
educated man in his community. 

But the Church does not stop 
here. She is not content to send 
forth an educated man; he must be 
a true priest. Important as is the 
intellectuaJ training given in the 
seminary, the seminary is above all 
a school of holiness and Christian 
perfection. Through long years of 
prayer and meditation, of self
mastery and self-sacrifice, a picked 
youth is led on to sturdy man
hood, trained to go forth aJone 
to the frontiers and outposts of 
religion, to stand before the world, 
another Christ. He must take to 
the remotest regions the Christian 
doctrine, the Mass and the saving 
sacraments. He must be a constant 

. witness to eternity. He must him
self live by the Gospel, and then 
proclaim to the people of the land, 
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and-His justice, and all these things 
shall be. added unto you." 

If a man is a true priest, he will 
be a real apostle, a missionary. He 
will be marked by two of the out
standing qualities of every aposto
lic man, detachment and zeal. He 
will be detached, free. He will have 
severed the bonds that hold men 
back from following Christ. He 
will have left father and mother, 
brother and sister, possessions and 
all things, for Christ and the Gos
pel. He will not be seeking his ease 
or any self-indulgence; he will not 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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FROM THE SPOKANE 
RESOLUTIONS 

The National Rural Life Conference 
believes that the farm purchase loans 
and standard rehabilitation loans be
ing made under the provisions of the 
Farm Tenant Act, hold forth geniune 
'promise; of reestablishing our farm 
population on the solid basis of land 
ownership. It is the mind of the 
Conference that the funds placed at 
the disposal of this agency should 
now be appreciably increased so as to 
enable it to carry out its program on 
an enlarged scale. The Conference is 
also eager to see bvery encouragement 
given to the use of private funds in 
the buying of family.sized farms. 

• 
The National Catholic Rural Life Con. 
ference notes with keenest regret the 
establishment of birth control clinics 
in the rural sections of the United 
States, the. one remaining stronghold 
of a healthy population growth in 
this country. It condemns with ut
most vigor the setting aside of the 
natural and Divine law that these a
gencies foster by the encouragemeut 
they give to an artificial limitation of 
the family. No argument-;'--econo
mic, social, or moral---is conceivable 
that might uphold the vicious perver
sion of nature which the practice of 
artificial birth control implies. 
As stated in the Conference's MANI
FESTO ON RURAL LIFE, "Theadvo
cacy of an economy of abundance in 
agricultural products stands in patent 
contradiction to the advocacy of an 
economy of scarcity in population. 
Upon a normal increase of people in 
the nation will depend a proper bal
ance of markets. Legislative reme
dies will be of small avail in seeking 
balanced markets if the forces of birth 
control go unhindered in undermining 
the supports of the market by advo
cating measures that make for a 
shrinking population. 
The Conference brands as particular. 
Iy reprehensible the use of public 
funds for the carrying out of this 
work of national self-destruction. 
More specifically it condemns the sur. 
reptitious means--as alleged in the 
in the recent issue of a nationally 
distributed magazine--used by Dr. 
George Cooper in bringing about the 
establishment of a large number of 
birth control clinics in a specified 
rural territory. 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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TRAINING THE CLERGY FOR THE 
RURAL APOSTOLATE 

(Continued from Page 17) 

be seeking for himself the good 
things of earth that he helps oth
ers to secure. He will be dedicated 
to poverty and toil, after the exam
ple of Jesus of Nazareth. 

And our true apostle will be a 
man of zeal, aflame with a desire 
to help and save men's souls. He 
will have, like his Master, com
passion on the multitude, when he 
beholds them like sheep without 
a shepherd. Those of the house
hold of the faith, and the sheep 
without the true fold, all will be 
his people and he will be their 
priest. Zeal is love on fire, and the 
truly apostolic man will be on 
fire with love for God and for 
souls. 

These ideals of an educated man, 
a true priest, and a zealous apostle 
are the ideals held up constantly 
before every aspirant to the priest
hood. See how admirably they are 
fitted to prepare a man for the 
rural apostolate! If a man is a true 
priest and apostle, even though he 
be city-bred, even though he know 
little about crops and livestock, the 
countryside will take on new life 
and hope at his coming. And no 
matter what special information he 

- may have about the economic and 
sociological problems of the farm, 
he will be a failure, if he be not a 
true priest and apostle. It is not 
the Department of Agriculture 
that sends this man out, but Christ 
and the Church. Soul erosion is a 
much greater concern to him than 
the erosion of the soil. What the 
people in rural districts are crying 
for is not some glorified county. 
agent, but a true spiritual leader, 
another Christ. 

In the preparation of the future 
country pastor, nothing can possi
bly take the place of these funda
mentals in the training of every 
priest. We must first insist on the 
general preparation of the priest 
for ian aiIJostoilic life, and then 
insist in turn on giving him all 
possible special preparation to fit 
him for a fruitful ministry in a 

18 

rural community. This special 
preparation includes both informa
tion and inspiration. 

There is great need, first of all, 
of imparting to the candidate for 
the priesthood the increasingly 
great store of information avail
able about all phases of rural life. 
Since most of our Catholic_ people 
are in the cities, we should expect 
that most of our vocations to the 
priesthood should come from 
among city boys. And this is, in 
fact, the case. At St. Edward's 
Seminary, for instance, we have 
students from all the dioceses of 
the Pacific Northwest. Less than 
twenty per cent of these boys were 
raised on the farm, and less than 
thirty per cent come from farms 
or towns of less than 5,000. 
Nearly 50 percent come from 
cities of more than 100,000. These 
city-br~d boys, manYi of whom 
will work in rural areas, should be 
supplied with a great deal of infor
mation about the, scene of their 
future labors. 

The farm boys in the seminary 
have a great store of priceless 
knowledge about the intimate 
details of life on the farm, but 
they are not likely to possess much 
knowledge about the broader 
problems of rural economics and 
sociology. They, too, need to be 
supplied a great store of informa
tion about the very environment 
from which they have come. 

And if a city lad's ignorance of 
the value of country life may be 
responsible for a prejudice against 
it, so the farm boy's experience of 
the rough realities of farm life may 
have created in him a distaste for 
it, similar to that which leads 
thousands of other farm boys to 
abandon the farm for good. The 
mere fact that a boy was raised on 
a farm or in a small town does 
not make him immune to the spell 
of the city. 

All these boys, then, are in need 
of a fair and honest view of rural 
life and of its problems. They 
should be shown the. great prob
lems common to all rural districts, 
where Catholics are few and scat-

tered over vast areas. It has 
been hard for the Church to 
these people remote from the 
ters of population. From the 
beginning, the "pagani," the 
pIe living in the villages and 
the farms, felt the Church's . 
ence less than did the people in 
cities. This is no new problem 

Seminarians, should be . 
vinced, too, that there is no 
type of rural life, but that all 
pIe remote from the cities, be they' 
~iners, .loggers, or fishermen, are 
Just as Important as farmers, and 
that each group presents a special 
problem. Similarly, they must 
know that there are wide differ
ences in farm groups in _different 
sections even of the same State, 
and indeed it sometimes seems that 
there are almost as many distinct 
farm problems as the're are individ
ual farms. Common problems 
there surely are" but we must not 
be too ready to generalize whether 
on problems or on solutions. 

But besides information about 
complicated farm problems and the 
manifold solutions that have been 
attempted, the seminarians prepar
ing for the rural apostolate need 
inspiration. We try to picture to 
these young men the true dignity 
and the true joy of living and 
working among the people of the 
small towns and the farms. We 
insist that there is something very 
beautiful and eVen poetic about the 
pastoral scene. But we do not dis
guise the fact that the rural apos
tolate is bristling with difficulties 
and calls for many sacrifices. To 
fa·ce such a life and work, the 
future priest needs to be stirred 
with a holy enthusiasm, needs to 
be inspired by noble motives. 

This inspiration comes from 
various sources, one of which is 
just such a meeting as Spokane and 
the Northwest are witnessing here 
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these days. It is an inspira
. one preparing for the rural 

to know that the whole 
looks to him, that the 
is deeply moved by the 

of the scattered flocks on the 
of Christs kingdom, that 

Catholics as well as their 
in the country look upon 

these problems with a common 
rave concern. I wish that every 

g .., h h 
one of our semmanans m.1g t ave 
the.priviilege of attend/mg every 
sessIon of this convention, but 
since that is impossible, we who 
are here hope to catch the flame 
and bear it back to them. The 
Church looks at the age-old prob
lems of the countryside, looks with 
an anxiety she cannot conceal, then 
turns to her priests and to the 
future priests of the rural districts 
and takes on new hope. The 
Church calls for help, and this is 
to the future priest a challenge and 
an inspiration. 

Another source of· inspiration 
for our seminarians is the actual 
contact they have with the good 
people at the country crossroads, or 
back in the hills. Scarcely anything 
can impress these young men more 
than the weeks they spend in sum
mer vacation schools, or out with 
the trailer-chapel. or doing census 
work. Nothing is better calculated 
to convince the student of the great 
spiritual needs of these people in 
remote places, and of the great 
handicaps under which they try 
to carryon the Catholic life. Noth
ing is better calculated than this 
personal contact to impress the 
future priest with the sterling 
worth of these faithful souls, and 
with the fundamental goodness 
and fairness of their non-Catholic 
neighbors. If a seminarian has any
thing of missionary zeal within 
him, the actual contact with rural 
Work is almost certain to prove a 
challenge and an inspiration to 
him. 

But the greatest inspiration of 
all for these aspirants to the priest
hood comes from an acquaintance 
with the rural pastors, who are 
doing such noble work in hun-

dreds of out-of-the-way places all 
over the land. The sacrifices many 
of these priests make are simply 
heroic. Heat and cold, long fasts 
and late vigils, real poverty and 
loneliness, and above all the 
depressing sight of; so much to be 
done with such limited means! 
These brave and holy men are the 
greatest inspiration a seminarian 
could ever have to prepare himself 
to enter the unequal combat some 
day by their side. It is an honor to 
pay tribute to the rural pastors 
now, because some might have the 
impression from the' discussions of 
this convention that nothing has 
yet been done. The impossible has 
been done over and over again. 
The leading spirits behind these 
meetings are themselves country 
pastors, spokesmen for the count
less country priests who could not 
even contempla~e the expense of 
the long trip here. Those men in 
their lonely missions are all here in 
spirit. They want to know every 
plan suggested here for a befter 
rural life. They want to hear what 
methods have succeeded elsewhere., 
even though they may have tried 
them and found them unsuitable 
to their own special field. But they 
are encouraged by this focusing of 
national attention upon the prob
lems at which they have spent their 
lives. They are not asking for sym
pathy, but we cannot refuse them 
a tribute of praise and the assur
ance of our desire to help. 

These are the ideals we try to 
set before our seminarians, to pre
pare a clergy for the rural aposto
late. We try to give them the hearts 
of true priests, truly apostolic men, 
and then help them to understand 
the special need of the rural dis
tricts. A realization of these needs, 
with all that they mean of self
sacrifice and toil, constitutes a chal
lenge and an inspiration to our 
finest youth. We assure them and 
reassure them that to be a priest 
and do a priest's work for any 
souls scattered anywhere is worth 
the best efforts of the best men 
that ever lived. 
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How vividly I still recall a 
meeting with a fine old priest back 
in Dubuque some years ago. He' 
told me of his first pastorate, just 
a few months after his ordination. 
Back in the early days, it was. He 
was sent by the Archbishop to a 
tiny town that had never had a 
priest before. Shortly after his arri-

\ 
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val he was greeted by two of the· 
leading men of the town, both of 
them non-Catholics, who said to 
him: "Father, we want to welcome' 
you to Worthington. A Catholic 
priest is worth more to this town 
than the railroad." What a tribute 
to the place of the priest in any
community! What an inspiration! 
What a challenge! 

In every satisfactory picture of 
Catholic rural life there stands the 
figure of a noble priest. 



PREPARATION OF TEACHERS 

FOR RURAL PARISH SCHOOLS 

INa paper of this type and in 
. the presence of suc~ an audience, 
there are necessarily some assump
tions which we must all take for 
granted. We must assume that our 
city parishes are dependent, and 
will become more and more depen
<lent for increase on rural par
ishes; that strong and stronger 
rural parishes are needed; that it is 
<lesirable that more and more of 
our people return to the rural com
munities, if not to work there, at 
least to live there. These assump
tions are in accord with the aspi
rations and with the aims of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference. They have been treated in 
papers at fon:~ler conferences. 

Stronger rural parishes neces
sarily, in these days at least, postu
late better educational opportuni
ties for those children residing in 
rural communities. This demands 
not only more schools, but better 
.schools, better teachers. I might 
say here that I am not in entire 
agreement with the statement made 
at one of these conferences a few 
years ago, that the rural parishes 
are usually large enough, under 
normal conditions, to support a 
school. There are in this country 
about 18,500 parishes and mission 
.churches, and just about 8,000 ele
mentary schools. Most of these 
parishes without schools are rural 
parishes. Certainly, if it were pos
sible, these 10,000 groups of Cath
olic children would not be deprived 
of the opportunity of attending a 

The Rev. Edward J. McFadden; Dio
.cesan Superintendent of Schools. Seattle. 
Washington. 

Catholic school; certainly these 
. parishes would comply with the 

directions of canon law and the 
prescriptions of the Third Plen
ary council of Baltimore. 

Perhaps it is an idle dream to 
hope for much of an increase in 
rural Catholic schools, but cer
tainly we should utilize to the full
est advantage, the rural schools 
that we do have. A necessary step, 
a much-n'eeded step, is better teach
ers in our rural schools. Ours is an 
age of specialization,. and if we are 
to improve teaching in 'our rural 
schools, it follows that those teach
ers who will be engaged in rural 
communities should have some 
special training. 

Before we consider this point, 
however, it might be profitable, in 
order that we mIght the better 
appreciate the nature and extent of 
the problem that confronts us, to 
recall the situation in the North
west. What are we actually doing 
in educating Catholic children in 
rural communities in the North
west? To clarify the case, we are 
using as a definition of a rural 
school the ordinary one used in 
most books dealing with the sub
ject: A school located in the opeh 
country or villages and towns' 
with a population of less than 
twenty-five hundred. 

There are, in the diocese of Seat
tle, twenty-four parishes with res
ident pastors in towns and villages 
with a population of less than 
2,500, and in these twenty-four 
parishes only two elementary 
schools. In each case, however, 
there is a high school in the same 

building-there are four 
and four teachers for the 
tary school. In the diocese of 
kane there are twenty -seven 
parishes, with six grade schools 
at least three high schools. In, 
land there are forty -one Such 
ishes, with sixteen schools. 
these schools has but one 
a lay teacher; six have two 
ers, two have three teachers, 
have four teachers, the 
four each have five or more 
ers. In the diocese of Baker 
twelve of the twenty pari~es 
in towns or villages of less 
2,500 population, but there is 
school in any of these twelve 
ishes. In Boise there are 
such parishes and, excluding 
Iridian missions and their U~UVV!". 
there are seven parish schools. One 
has two teachers, three have thre~ 
teachers. In Helena there are thirty
three rural parishes, but only one 
has a school, and that is at Wal
kerville, but to the person who 
knows Walkerville, it would be, I 
think, a mistake to call it rural. 
In Great Falls there are thirty such 
parishes and not one school. So. 
in M0ntant, Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington, with a total area of 
386,000 square miles (with a 
Catholic population of less than 
300,000), there are 198 parishes 
in rural communities with 32 ele
mentary schools. 
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BISHOP SCHLARMAN • • • the blessing of the harvest on the 8th of September, 
and .again later after it has been brought into safe
keeping. 

A• S a tall son of the soil of Illinois, I am happy 
to be with the tillers of the soil this evening. 
My grandfather was married in St. Mary's 

church, New Orleans, Jan. 25, 1837. That same year 
he came north and settled on land in Clinton county, 
Illinois. 

Furthermore, we have the Rogation days-days 
on which we ask God to protect us against calamities 
and to bless us with a bountiful harvest. On these 
days the Litany of the Saints is chanted in our 
churches-and the following is one of the petitions: 

From that day to this, one or several of his 
descendants have always been tillers of the soil-dirt 
farmers. 

"That it may please Thee, 0 Lord, to give and pre
serve to our use the fruits of the earth." 

That is where and how I grew up. That is 
where I learned the valuable lessons of persevering 
toil, of unquestioning religious faith, of unaffected 
enjoyment of the beauty of nature, and of deep
rooted love of the land. 

My prayer, then is this: May God 'bless your 
work here and out in the fields, and may you always 
love the soil; may God bless the work of the honor
able Secretary of Agriculture, of the laboratory you 
are building, or the college of agriculture at the Uni
versity of Illinois; may God bless the rugged hands 
that scatter the seed; may He joyously send up the 
heavy-headed wheat and the tall corn; let the grass: 
spring lush in the meadows and the woods be filled 
with pleasant sound and waft through all the opened 
windows of the farmhouses the fragrant breath of 
new-mown hay. 

I dislike seeing a deserted farm. I hope and pray 
the day wiIl never come when sons do not succeed 
fathers in the possession of these sunny acres which 
never failed of nourishment of all. 

The Catholic Church prays for the welfare of 
the farmer and implores God's blessing on his work in 
a very special manner eight times each year. We have 
the blessing of the herbs on the 15th of August, the 
blessing of the seed before it is put into the earth, and 

(Address of His Excellency of Peoria at the dedication 
ceremonies of the new Farm Research laboratory in Peoria, Octo
ber 18, at which Secretary Henry A. Wallace of the U. S .. 
Department of Agriculture was the guest speaker.) 

Such is the situation, and a bad 
one it is, when we have only one 
Catholic elementary school for each 
12,000 square miles in the North
west. 

But what are we doing for our 
rural schools by way of teacher 
preparation? In the State of Wash
ington we have two recognized 
Catholic normal schools (Holy 
Names Normal in Seattle, an exten
sion of Holy Names, Spokane), 
one for elementary and one for 
secondary teachers; two in Oregon, 
one in Montana, none in Idaho 
to my knowledge. In not one of 
these Catholic normal schools is 
there a special course for those 
desiring to teach; or already teach
ing, in rural schools. The only 
praparation given that I know of, 
is by one normal school which 
happens to be in a rural commun
ity itself and has some of its stu
dents take their cadet-teaching in 
a nearby rural school. I have 
learned since writing this that 

Holy Names Normal, Spokane, 
Wash., has a course in Rural Soci
ology. This, however, is by no 
means a characteristic peculiar to 
the Northwest normal schools. I 
have examined the catalogues of at 
least ten Catholic institutions of 
higher learning which give courses 
in Education, and in widely sep
arated parts of the country, and 
the word "rural" was not even 
mentioned in a single one of them. 

The public institutions are 
doing somewhat better. Under the 
Washington State school law. we 
do not train elementary teachers 
for either the rural or city schools. 
All teachers, to obtain an elemen
tary school certificate, whether for 
rural or urban school, must meet 
the requirements for a diploma of 
graduation from at least a three
year curriculum in an accredited 
normal school, or college, or uni
versity; and for a six-year certi
ficate, graduation from a four
year course. Renewal of the three-
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year certificate may be made only 
once on the completion of an addi
tional fifteen quarter hours of 
study. The six-year is renewable
after nine additional quarter hours 
for each renewal. 

With regard to preparation for 
rural teaching specifically, at the' 
Eastern Washington College of 
Education at Cheney, a course is 
offered in what is known as "Rural' 
School Problems." At the Western 
Washington College of Education, 
Bellingham, a similar course is: 
offered and, in addition, "Rural 
School Management," but this lat
ter is open only to those who have' 
had experience in rural schools. At 
the Central Washington College of 
Education at Ellensburg, there is ac 
course called "Rural School Proce
dures." Some years ago at Cheney' 
there was established, under the 
direction of Mr. Showalter, then 
president of Cheney, and later
State Superintendent (now 
deceased), a Department of Rural' 

21' 



Education, but this has been dis
continued. 

In the country as a whole, ten 
years ago, 152, or 82 per cent of 
the normal schools and teachers' 
colleges were off,ering courses in 
rural education. Undoubtedly the 
number has increased since then. 

It is impossible even if it were 
desirable, to have our Sisters attend 
the' public institutions which offer 
the needed courses, granted that 
these courses were given. On the 
other hand it would be asking th~' 
Catholic normal schools for 
mtirely too much, I feel, to 
.demand that everyone establish a 
department of rural education. It 
might be possible, however, to 
arrange a department of rural edu
cation in one Catholic normal 
school in each ecclesiastical prov
ince. If the various Orders in every 

·diocese in the, province were to 
.send those assigned to rural schools 
to that normal school, a fairly 
good department might be devel
,oped. 

What courses should be given 
in such a normal school? At the 
'outset we realize the intrinsic dif
ficulties in such a question, for 
.authorities are not even agreed as 
to the most desirable professional 
.qualities which !)lake for success 
in ordinary teaching. 

Mabel Carney, however, in her 
article on "Preparation of Teach
ers for Rural Schools" in the 
National Society for the Study of 
Education Yearbook of 1931, 
,offers a number of suggestions for 
such a course, b.ased on the results 
-of a questionnaire sent to rural 
instructors, county superintend
ents, presidents of normal schools, 
and others interested. She men
tions as desirable among other 
·courses: 

A course that would have for 
purpose to offer an explanation of 
the physical environment of coun-

try life. It would include some ele
mentary science, elements of agri
culture and nature study. The 
objective would be to emphasize 
th appreciation aspects of farming, 
and not the vocational. 

A course dealing with rural 
life problems. This would neces
sarily treat some of the sociological 
and economic problems. This 
course too would be appreciative, 
and would attempt to define the 
function and relationship of 
teacher and school in rural society. 

A third course would deal spe
cifically with the adaptations nec
essary in applying the educative 
process to rural school conditions, 
considering especially the farm 
child's experience. This would 
include a study or survey of local 
conditions, and the demands such 
conditions might make in adapta
tions of curriculum technique and 
method. It should include also 
some study of rural school admin
istration and supervisIon. 

Any sound course would 
demand some special practice teach
ing in rural schools under good 
supervision. 

These recommendations are sig
nificant, of course, coming from 
such a recognized authority in 
rural education as Miss Carney. 
Dr. Johnson, however, in his arti
cle on the "Professional Prepara
tion of Teachers for Catholic 
Rural Schools" in Catholic Rural 
Life Objectives, 1935, says: 
"What is needed is indoctrination 
in a point of view and the enkin
dling of zeal for the rural cause. 
It is not so much training to teach 
in rural schools that is required as 
is education for rural leadership" 
(p. 55). 

Kate Wofford, in Modem Edu
cation in the Small Rural School, 
1938, has'much the same idea in 
presenting the professional and 
personal qualities which writers in 
the field of education believe most 
often achieve success, when she 
mentions, after giving some ideas, 
such as a broad cultural education, 
stressing particularl y a wide 
knowledge of the social studies, 

- capacity for continuous 
and others which are necessary 
any teacher, a real and a 
appreciation of' what 
monly called the rural 

She develops this point 
appreciation of the rural 
at some length. It is quite 
ent that in her estimation it is 
haps the most desirable quality 
the preparation and work of 
rural teacher. When one studies 
problem even in the most 
manner the importance of 
quality forces itself on his 
tion. Isn't it a fact that compara_ 
tively few teachers appreciate the 
advantages which are at their dis
posal in a rural school? Too many 
consider teaching in a rural school 
an exile, or perhaps a demotion. 
They dwell so much on the defi
ciencies of rural life, that the 
brighter side, the finer aspects of 
rural life, are never ,discovered by 
them. They fail to realize the 
advantages which the rural schools 
have over the urban schools, for 
example, in the teaching of science. 
Thsr fail to appreciate the rich
ness of the educational possibilities 
which the rural environment offers 
for the teaching of art, of music, 
of history and mathematics. 

From a purely historical and 
patriotic point of view, the rural 
teacher must realize and appreciate 
the noble place the American 
farmer has played in the life of 
this,nation. To mention the qual
ities outstanding in the character 
of the American farmer is to nar-

NOVEMBER 1939 : THE'CATHOdc RUR.h LIFE BULLETIN 



Wth 
for 

leep 
)111· 
~e. " 

of 
age 
lar· 
ter· 
In 

the 
the 
Iry 
bis 
'n
:a· 
he 
IS· 

ly 
01 
n. 
cr· 
le 

)f 
y 
Ie 
Is 

te the qualities one expects to 
~d in the ideal American citizen. 
Energy, independence, self-reliance, 
loyalty and devotion to principle, 
initiative, these a~e some of, the 
traits of the Amencan farmer. In 
the early history of this country, 
his labor, his sweat, cleared a wild
erness, his search for new lands 
was the primary factor in the 
expansion of boundaries, but it 
was not alone his labor, but his 
Jin~ high idealism, that stamped a 
character on the young republic. In 
later years with the change from 
an agricultural to an industrial 
social order, the losses of the 
farmer were many. It might be 
possible to estimate these losses in 
the economic sphere, but who can 
tell what the sociological, the psy
chological losses were. In spite of 
his losses and his sufferings, espe
cially in these latter years, the 
American farmer has never bowed 
his head in defeat nor raised his 
arms in despair. He still remains 
the backbone of the nation; he still 
is characterized by independence, 
loyalty, unswerving devotion to 
principle, and the suffering he has 
endured have but served to purify 
his virtues. His qualities attest the 
nobility of character, lengthen his 
shadow, and surely he deserves to 
be held up to the youth of today 
as one worthy of imitation. 

It goes without saying unless 
the teacher appreciates these ster
ling qualities of. the American 
farmer, she can never develop in 
her pupils this appreciation. Her 
attitude in this respect will be 
reflected by the attitude of her 
pupils. She can do much or do 
little to transmit this heritage and 
the appreciation of this heritage to 
the young men and young women 
Who sit before her. How foolish, 
how disloyal, how false to duty, 
on the other hand, is that teacher 
who paints urban life, and the 
Possibilities of success and happi
ness in urban life, in such glowing 
Colors as to make the farm girl or 
the farm boy dissatisfied with 
rUral life. 

The preparation then of the 
rural teacher is not one that is 
characterized so much by the w9rd 
"different" from that of the urban 
teacher, as the word "additional." 
The emphasis is laid or should be 
laid on "point of view," "atti
tude," "appreciation." The same 
\ich cultural background, capacity 
for continuous growth is 
demanded, and in addition appre
ciation of the rural heritage. 

At this point it might be of 
interest to note the curriculum for 
a teacher's certificate of the lowest 
type based ori' two years of college 
work as given by the Austin Peay 
Normal school, Clarksville, Tenn. 
For this I am indebted to D. Har
ley Fite of that school. 

I.-Art: Fine and Practical-'
Appreciation and Applied-six 
quarter hours. 

2. Education: eighteen quarter 
hours: 

a. General and Child Psychol
ogy-six quarter hours; 

b. Materials and methods in 
elementary subjects, including 
Supervised Observation - nme 
quarter hours; 

c. Directed Observation and 
Teaching-three quarter hours. 

3. English--eighteen quarter 
hours: 

a. Composition-oral and writ
ten-nine quarter hours; 

b; Survey of American and 
English Literature-six quarter 
hours; 

c. Children's Literature-three 
quarter hours. 

4. Health: Personal, Commun
ity and Child Hygiene, Child Care, 
Nutrition, Children's Diseases
nine quarter hours. 

5. Music: Appreciation and 
Public School Music-six quarter 
hours. 

6. Physical Education, Plays 
and Games for Elementary Schools 
-three quarter hours. 

7. Science: Science for grades, 
Nature Study, General Science or 
Biology-nine quarter hours. 

8. Social Science - eighteen 
quarter hours: 
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a. Problems of Civilization or 
American History and Civics
nine quarter hours; 

b. Geography - nine quarter 
hours. 

9. Electives-three to twenty
one quarter hours. 

You will note the word "agri
culture" or "rural" are not even 
mentioned. In his letter, however, 
Mr. Fite informed me that the 
teachers go through a period of 
pre-training called "Introduction 
to Practice Teaching." ':We are 
hoping," he says, "to have in the 
near future a plan whereby we can 
take our best pupils and send them 
to a nearby rural school for three 
months. Here this cadet teacher 
will teach the entire day under the 
supervision of a principal. We hope 
to be able to give her college credit 
and enough salary to pay her room 
and board." 

With these considerations in 
mind, and fully conscious of the 
superficial presentation of the 
many problems involved, and 
without wishing to appear in any 
manner arbitrary or dogmatic, per
haps a few suggestions with regard 
to a course of preparation for rural 
teachers might be presented. 

1. The learning process is the 
same in a rural or an urban school. 
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2. We should not have one 
philosophy of education for rural 
school children and another for 
city children. 

3. The same general course of 
preparation should be \ given all 
teachers. 

4. There should be some spe
cial courses, chiefly in science, biol
ogy, fundamentals of agriculture. 

S. The teacher should be made 
acquainted wtih the sources of 
information. dealing with farm 
l'ife, and farm problems, e.g.
Government publications, radio 
programs, etc. 

6. A rich cultural background. 

7. A knowledge of rural sociol
ogy. 

8. A course in child guidance: 
Nutrition, Children's Diseases. 

9. Without an appreciation of 
the rural heritage, no teacher 
should be allowed to teach in a 
rural community. 

10. Religion should be the core 
of the curriculum. 

While it is outside the scope of 
this paper I would like to make 
two other suggestions. .Perhaps 
they have already been proposed by 
others and found impractical. 

1. An archdiocesan 
school, or one normal school 
every archdiocese offering 
courses for rural teachers. 

2. Granted we need 
schools in rural communities 
granted further, that not ' 
rural parishes of themselves 
capable of bearing the 
burden of a school, would it 
possible to arrange for 
located schools which would 
several rural COmmulllt1es, 
financial cost to be divided 
portibnally to number of '"''''/U''''''' 
and ability to pay, with transport. 
ation provided by buses? 

ORGANIZATION FOR SOCIAL CHARITY IN 

A RURAL DIOCESE 

CONSIDERING the history of 
the Catholic Church, we find 

that at all times she has carried on 
a social charity program, according 
to the needs of the community or 
locality. "Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself," is one of the 
two great laws of Christianity. A 
neighbor, according to the para
ble of the Good Samaritan, is any
one in need, and the more he is in 
need the greater is it the duty of a 
neighbor to help him. As the pop
ulation of the nations grew and 
Christianity with it, it became 
impossible to succor the needy in 
a haphazard, individual way. In 
order to take care of the poor, 
therefore, it was necessary for the 
Church to organize, to establish 
alms houses, orphanages, hospitals 

The Rev. Cornelius Snyder, O.F.M., 
Diocesan Director of Charities, Spokane, 
Washington. 
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and asylums. We find these insti
tutions existing as early as the 
fourth century, and their presence 
represented a very definite poHcy 
as she followed the injunction of 
the. Master. The needs of the 
Church for social charity are ever
changing, and hence it is necessary 
for her leaders, the Bishops of the . 
diocese, to be ever on the watch 
and to adopt new and worthwhile 
programs to meet those needs at ; 
hand. 

It is definitely so, that the 
Church has always found the 
greatest amount of charity work to 
be done in the. cities where the 
poor live in crowded sections. Per
haps in the past there has hot been 
such a great need for social work 
in the rural districts, especially in 
our own country with its vast 
expanse of territory. But of late, 
economical conditions have made it 

impossible, also, for many poor 
on the farms to carryon without 
the help of some social organiza
tion, whether it be public or pri
vate. 

Since this need of the rural dis
tricts has become so pronounced it 
has become necessary for the 
Church to organize her forces to 
meet it. We find a definite place in 
her Rural Life program for organ
ized charities to help make living 
in the rural districts worth while. 
Among the many needs to be met, 
perhaps, those of child welfare are 
the most important, for the hea1t? 
of children in poor families IS 

impaired because of the lack of 
facilities in the district in which 
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Avery noteworthy example which 
oIDes to my mind is that of a family of eleven, in which there is 
exemplifie~ .the need for. clothi~~, 
food, medlcme and housmg faclh
ties. Due to the lack of proper 
nutrition, one of the children is 
noW in the Shriner's hospital for 
crippled children. This is one 
example of many that come to our 
attention from rural districts, 
which shows a definite need for 
education in the rural districts, as 
to the facilities that are at their 
disposal and the sources of relief 
obtainable through organized relief 
services. 

You might ask, therefore, how 
can a charity organization be of 
assistance to those living in the 
rural districts? By procuring assist
ance for them or by acting as a con
tact organization through which 
they may obtain information as 
to· where relief requested may be 
secured. Ln order that a Catholic 
Charities organization may func
tion successfully ina rural district, 
it is necessary for it to be equipped 
for both professional and volun
teer case work. In the job to be 
done there is ample room for both. 
There is need, as all can see, for 
the professional case-worker to 
handle technical cases and to give 
professional advice. There is also 
plenty of room for the volunteer 
worker to assist the professional 
group and the parish priests in the 
visiting of those in need. 

It would be impossible for a 
rural diocese such as ours to fur
nish professional case workers for 
the entire territory; but with 
proper organization the needs can 
be met by our organized volunteer 
social workers, who have 
acquainted themselves with the 
various forms of relief and social 
service, who, after making their 
Contacts, refer them to the proper 
agency. Let us not forget that in 
every parish, no matter how small, 
there is a professional case worker, 
the parish priest, who has at heart 
the welfare of each individual soul 

and labors for his spiritual and 
temporal welfare with true Chris
tian zeal. With the assistance of 
his parishioners he is able to render 
much service, which ordinarily in 
the larger cities require social setup. 
A good example how this can be 
done may be seen from the Cath
olic Social Betterment League of 
Spokane. 

The Catholic Social Betterment 
League was organized some twen
ty-five years ago by the pastors 
of our city for. the purpose of car
ing for the needs of poor Catholics 
in the various parishes. Under the 
direction of the late Monsignor 
Verhagen, the League functioned 
in the various parishes. It was 
made up of volunteer men and 
women who banded themselves 
together in this organization which 
was incorporated under the laws 
of the State of. Washington, in 
1912. In each parish there are two 
or three volunteer case workers 
who are ever ready to assist the 
pastor in investigating cases 
brought to his attention and 
referred to them, who meet' once 
a month in the League's office for 
guidance and assistance. 

The volunteers' have also taken 
work at Gonzaga University on 
Saturday mornings and, likewise, 
at the· present time, are availing 
themselves Qf the opportunities of 
certain classes that are given them 
-for example, in Probation and 
Juvenile Delinquency. 

Until the League was financially 
able to afford its own professional 
case worker, one of its members 
attended every week the sessions of 
the Juvenile Court and was able 
to give most valuable assistance, 
not only to the Court, but also 
to parents and children. She 
assisted in finding suitable board
ing homes, kept in close contact 
with the parents and child and 
helped to place it in suitable sur
roundings. In the beginning all the 
work was done by volunteers, even 
the work of the secretary. Many 
cases were handled, dealing with 
problems of life, from infancy to 
old age, frequently giving the case 
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FROM THE SPOKANE 
RESOLUTIONS 
(Continued from Pag2 17) 

It is the mind of our National Confer~ 
ence that there is particular need to
day for lay organizations in the field 
of Catholic Charities. The organiza
tions are a practical exemplification 
of our Faith, and provide concrete. ev
idence of the Church's interest in the 
Underprivileged. At the same time 
they serve to offset the forces in mod
ern society that are appealing to the 
people in the name of a service robbed 
of all that is Christian in charity. 
The Conference· commends the work 
already accomplished in the field of 
Charity by such groups as the Parish 
Social Charity Workers, the Legion of 
Mary, the Saint Vincent de Paul So
ciety, and other groups, and it recem
mends that their activities be extend
ed, particularly In rural parts. 
The Conference also recommends a 
close relationship with the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities in 
the furtherance of organized rural 
charity. 

• 
The Rural Life Conference reiterates 
Its deep interest in the cause Df rural 
youth and pledges vigorous support 
of programs which look to a harmon
ious combination of the spiritual and 
material interests of the young folks 
of the countryside. . 
It is the view of, the NatiOnal Confer
ence that the problems of our farm 
youth are not separate or apart from 
the whole fabric of rural life, though 
they may demand a different ap
proach. 
The organization invites increased 
participation of youth in its delibera
tions and activities. 

• 
Our grave unemployment problem 
remains with us. Mechanized indus
try and agriculture are not absorbing 
those without jobs. The Q1achine age 
is waxing rather than waning. We 
believe that if many of our unem
ployed could secure farm holdings 
under proper circumstances, substan
tial progress would be made toward 
solving our unemployment problem. 
In this connection the Conference 
urges serious exploration, by private 
and public agencies, of the possibili-

. ties of self-sufficing farming in this 
country. 
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worker an opportunity to assist in 
procuring both temporal and spir
itual aid. 

As the social problems became 
.. more complex and' finances war
ranted, a professional case worker 

. and executive secretary were 
employed to give professional serv
ices. The volunteers at the same 
time continued to assist in the vari
ous fields of activity in which they 
were most adapted, both in the 
parish and. in the community 
organizations. 

The best of cooperation is 
enjoyed by our organization from 
the State Welfare Department and 
other private local agencies. We 
find our members serving on the 
Community Chest board, helping 
with the Community Chest drive, 
attending many monthly meetings 
of the Community Social agencies, 
thus acquainting themselves with 
new trends of social activities and 
bringing back to their parishes 
new ideas and likewise using them 
for the pursuit of their own work. 
The volunteers also give service to 
our Bishop through the social 
service committee of the parish dis
trict and diocesan Council of Cath
olic Men and Women. They assist 
the Friendly Visitors in visiting 
the Old Age Assistance recipients. 

In tl:1e health program, volun
teers handle the pre-school round
up under the supervision· of the 
City Health Commissioner and 
our visiting school nurse. From 
the funds of the St. Vincent de 
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Paul Salvage Bureau, a clinic is 
likewise maintained for the pur
pose of giving glasses, tonsil and 
dental services to the needy chil
dren in the parochial schools. 

The Catholic Social Betterment 
League is incorporated to handle 
adoptions and this work naturally 
leads to the care of and the interest 
in the unmarried mother. An 
attempt is being made to have the 
unmarried mothers referred to our 
organization before placement in 
any maternity home. In this way 
they are· given the services of a 
Catholic case worker who can help 
to plan for their own future and 
that of their babies. We are cog
nizant of the fact that many of 
our unmarried mothers are not 
reaching Catholic agencies, and in 
this, in few instances if any, have 
any 'of the babies who were released 
for adoption been placed in Cath
olic homes. 

Tome, this seems to be a very 
worthwhile project in which all 
of the rural districts can cooperate 
with the central diocesan agency. 

Placements are also made in the 
House of Good Shepherd and St. 
Joseph's Orphanage. A large per
centage of these are from rural dis
tricts. or small towns, and it is 
therefore necessary that those liv
ing in these districts be interested 
in the welfare of these individuals. 

We have used our own diocesan 
Catholic organization as an exam
ple of how much good can be done 
in carrying out the scoial part of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
program in a rural diocese. With
out a doubt, there are many other 
interesting examples in other dio
ceses of work that is being done 
in the same field of activity. It is 
our belief that many of the achieve
ments of urban charity organiza
tions may be accomplished also in 
rural communities with the proper 
organization and interest. Keeping 
in mind the ideal of the true Chris
tian, of serving the Master through 
our neighbor, the work will ever 
be one of love and productive of 
much spiritual and temporal good. 

"~leep i~ ~l.ueet to tbe '''O(lttn .. 1iIl 

man. l.ubefbet be eat little Ot 

but tbe fulne~~ of tbe tieb lllill 

~uffet bim to ~leep." 
(Ecclesiastes, 5) 

-
YOUTH'S ROAD TO FREEDOM 

(Continued from Page 4) 

the young farmer of today has 
access to credit agencies which with 
but a small down payment will 
allow him to purchase an inexpen. 
sive farm at a low rate of inter
est and favorable terms of payment 
over a long period of years. Sec
ondly, the young farmer can learn 
from the disastrous experience of 
his elders who bought land, not so 
much to farm and make a living 
but in order to speculate in the 
rise of land values and grow rich; 
h~ can learn that debts are a bless
ing only when they help to pro
duce more with greater ease and 
greater efficiency and that ordinar
ily "credit supports the borrower 
as the rope supports the hanged." 
Thirdly, the young farmer has 
available all the skills and tech
niques of scientific farming. The 
day of haphazard farming is gone. 
Only the fleet in skilled and scien
tific farming will win the race. It 
is one of the encouraging signs in 
farming that more and more high 
school graduates and even college 
trained men are finding their way 
back to the farm; they do not 

,think that education is wasted 
when they seek in farming a career 
of independence and security; they 
have wisely taken to the road of 
freedom. Fourthly, the young 
farmer of today is no longer in a 
position of isolation; roads, the 
automobile, the telephone, and 
radio have shortened the distances 
of both space and time, and have 
brought him closer to neighbors 
and markets. Cooperatives are pro-
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~encies for the grading and mar
~eting of his products. and means 
for tying him as a small farmer 
into the whole economic structure. 

One of the foremost agricultural 
experts in the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Dr. O. E. Baker, gave 
an address three years ago on the 
subject "Why I Want My Boy 
to Be a Farmer." Here are his rea-
sons: 

1. "The farmer has more and 
better food to eat than have most 
city people. and in times of depres
sion he is more certain of a liveli
hood-if he has not mortgaged 
the farm. 

2. "The farmer has better 
health than city men and lives 
longer-about five years longer. 
according to a -recent study of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 

3. "The farmer accumulates 
more property-becomes a wealth
ier man than the average city per
son. This may not be true in the 
South. It is true in the North 
because of the millions of city Peo
ple who have almost no property 
at all--except an automobile. 
Wealth in the cities is probably 
four or five times more concen
trated than in the rural territory. 

4. "A farmer is more likely to 
enjoy his work than most city peo
ple. Most city work is monotonous 
-tending a machine in a factory. 
operating a typewriter. standing 
behind a counter in a retail store 
hour after hour. . . . 

5. "The farmer is more likely 
to rear a family and do his part to 
promote the welfare of the Nation 
~nd the race. The family is becom
Ing smaller and weaker in the cities. 
Only two-thirds enough children 
a.r~ now being born in our large 
CIties to maintain their population 
r~manently. The conditions of 
.IVlUg and the philosophy of life 
T the cities tend toward extinction. 
. he rural philosophy of life. with 
~ts recognition of the family as the 
undamental economic as well as 

social institution. tends toward 
survival. The urban philosophy of 
life is ephemeral; the rural philos
ophy of life is eternal-derived 
from the experience of the race 
down through the ages." 

Men everywhere are fleeing the 
artificialities of city life. Mr. Ralph 
Borsodi graphically sets forth the 
reasons in his Flight from the City. 
They are bored by them; their 
souls are weary of noise and dust, 
ugliness and squalor, and tired of 
gadgets that are held to be symbols 
of culture; they have learned that 
the chances of acquiring the art of 
living are greater on the land than 
in towns of our time. It is sig
nificantthat when city men have 
prospered they frequently buy a 
farm where to retire for week ends, 
summer months, and for the 
declining years of life. They want 
to be close to the' creative forces 
of nature, God's nature, whose 
work of creation is never ended, 
who touches the bud and it bursts
into a flower, who whispers His 
love to the flower and it bears Him 
fruit, who clothes the grass of the 
meadow, the tree of the forest, and 
the shrub of the garden in garments 
richer than Solomon ever wore, 
who commands the sun to play its 
golden rays on green fields of 
wheat- and corn, and to transmute 
them into golden harvests for man
kind; and so it is done. 

The artificialities of city life 
place shackles on the souls of men. 
They may be shackles of gold, but 
they are shackles just the same. 
"Things are in the saddle," Emer
son wrote, "and ride mankind." 
It need not be so. Man is a slave 
or a freeman by choice. He can 
make of himself what he wills. 
God made him the master of crea
tion; if man is mastered by things, 
it is his own fault. God wants man 
to be free, free from the things 
that make him a slave. 

A rich young man came to the 
Lord searching for eternal life. 
"Master," he said, "what must I 
do to possess it?" "Keep the com
mandments," answered the Mas
ter. "What commandments?" eag-
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edy inquired this youth. Once 
more he heard the answer, "Thou 
shalt not kill; thou shalt not com
mit adultery; thou shalt not steal; 
thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor. Love thy 
neighbor as thyself." Aill these 
commandments he had kept, 
responded the youth with pride. 
"What else must I do?" he asked. 
The Lord loved him for his inno
cent, eager, enthusiastic soul. "Go 
sell all that you -have, give it to 
the poor, and follow Me." 

Here was the test: to be mas
tered by the things of this earth or 
to master them. The rich young 
man did not stand up under the 
test. Things were in the saddle and 
were riding him. They were riding 
him on a road that was not the 
road to freedom. 

Among the many lessons taught 
us by this scriptural story of the 
rich young man is also this that 
wealth is not a guarantee of hap
piness. To acquire genuine happi
ness it may be necessary even to 
sell our wealth and give it to the 
poor. The farIl}er may not have 
wealth. He may own no more than 
his homestead on the farm. But 
from this homestead on the farm 
there leads out a road to self-suffi
ciency, independence, and security. 
It is the road to freedom-Youth's 
Road to Freedom. 
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIOLOGICAL 
ASPECTS OF THE COLUMBIA 
BASIN PROJECT 

(Continued from Page 6) 

Speaking generally, the land 
,involved is a vast fe.rtile plain, 
which in its virgih state was cov
ered with sagebrush and bunch 
grass and is dry and arid or semi
arid. The soil is, of course, not all 
of equally good quality, but with 
the exception of a few thousand 
acres, is capable of producing 
almost arty of the agricultutalcrops 
commonly grown in the northern 
part of the United States. By far 
the greater part of this area is still 
in its native condition. There is 

. perhaps as much as a fourth of it 
which in recent years has been suc
cessfully growing wheat under 
modern dry farming conditions. 
Naturally it is upon the better 
hinds where the moisture is great
est that the wheat farms are found. 
An economic unit for such wheat 
farming· is .. from two to five .sec-
tions of . land. The finding of a 
just and equitable basis of dealing 
with these wheat farming regions, 
and the cutting of these large farms 
into suitable tracts for irrigation 
and settlement constitutes one of 
the major problems connected with 
the development. Which problem 
is now being carefully studied. 

The character of the soil and 
its suitability for cultivation under 
irrigation is best judged by com
parison with the Yakima Valley, 
lying only a few miles to the west, 
and where soil and climatic condi
tions are almost identical. 

Yakima may be regarded as a 
testing laboratory for what may 
occur on a mt;!ch larger scale in 
the Columbia Basin. In 1910 there 
were 55,000 people in the Grand 
Coulee territory and 78,000 in 
Yakima. There are noW' around 
115,000 in the Yakima country 
and about 40,000 in the area 
under discussion. It is doubtful if 
there is a more prosperous section 
of the United States than the 
Yakima Valley. It has been stated 
that the people of the Yakima 
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Valley spend for manufactured 
goods from the east an amount 
equal to three-fourths the annual 
exports to Brazil. 

In the Yakima Valley there is 
actually under cultivation by aid 
of irrigation somewhat over a hun
dred thousand acres, a mere frac
tion of what it is proposed to irri
gate in the Columbia Basin; but 
there are found hundreds of com
fortable farm homes, usually small 
in area and given generally to the 
cultiv<ttion of fruits, vegetables, 
and dairy products, though hay, 
grain, livestock, and sugar beets are 
largely grown. The farm being 
small the homes are near together. 
Splendid roads, schools, and 
churches serve the people and a 
number of prosperous small cities 
provide the social. and marketing 
ce.nters, Life is peaceful, calm, and 
orderly. 

Such social and relief problems 
as exist are created by those from 
the outside, who' come in to assist 
with the harvesting and processing 
of the crops produced by the resi-
dents of the valley. . 

In the Columbia Basin is pro
posed a reproduction of condi
tions in the Yakima Valley on.a 
vastly larger scale. Envision if you 
will an area the size of the State 
of Rhode Island given over exclu
sively to small farms, each in the 
hands of its owner, who is engaged 
with the members of his family in 
the cultivation of that farm and 
the production thereon of their 
essen tial needs; all this with the 
aid of water supplied by irriga
tion, effectually removing the haz
ard of drouth, and the common 
drudgery of farm life removed by 
the application of electricity, sup
plied by the Government, at min
imum rates, to the labor of the 
farm. All with markets, schools, 
neighbors, and churches close at 
hand. 

n 

U3Jf tbou be bHigent. tbp barbe~t 
~ball tome a~a fountain. anb want 
~ball flee far from tbee." 

(Proverbs, 6) 

So far as is known, such 
tunities on such a scale have 
before b~en offered to any 
at any tIme. 

The area under consideratio 
served with three . n 
railroads and many miles of 
surfaced highways and all pa 
it accordingly have 
facilities for the marketing of 
products of the farm. 

It is estimated that the 
bia Basin project will provide 
thousand farms. Where are 
farm families to come from, 
what should be done to 
for this coming? 

Intensive studies a.re 
being made. of . the pro 
involved. In general charge of 
studies is Professor Harlan H. 
row, of the University of 
He has recently visited the 
and begun his studies of the 
facets of the. problem. He 
broken it down into its 
parts and called to his 
those deemed most capable of 
ing with each part of the 

• problem. Among those who 
been asked to advise are the 
of the Reclamation 
itself, in charge of physical struc· 
tures to be built and who have 
had wide experience on other irri· 
gation proj~ctsof the Government. 
Advisors are also being drawn 
from Washington State college, 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
NOrthwest Regional Planning 
Commission, the State Planning 
Commission, Federal Housing 
Administration, . and the Farm· 
Security Administration. All of 
which several agencies have been 
assigned distinct parts of the gen
eral problem for study and report. 
So it is evident that the settlement 
and development of the great,est 
undertaking of its kind of which 
we have any knowledge, is not to 
be done in any haphazard way, 
but on the contrary, all phases are 
to be carefully studied by th,ose 
deemed best qualified by educat~on 
and experience to study and adVise, 
From these studies the general plan 
will be drawn. 
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and the territory is being 
into a suitable number 

of irrigation districts, to take over 
and actually carry out the final 
plans when they shall be settled 
upon. 

This much may be taken for 
granted. That .an adequately fin
anced agency, either State or Fed
eral, or perhaps with both parti
cipating, will be set up for the 
purpose of. handling this many-
sided questlOn. 

What then should be the role 
of the Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence with reference to the whole 
matter? 

The Catholic Church exists in 
every town and hamlet m the 
United States. Its priests and pas
tors are in intimate touch with a 
large segment of the American peo
ple, and generally speaking, they 
have the intelligence and under
standing to be of inestimable serv
ice to the Government in success
fully working out the settlement 
of this great area, and of even 
greater service to the needy mem
bers of their own communion, by 
first familiarizing themselves fully 
with all the conditions under 
which land may be· had, and the 
putting of such home-hungry par
~hioners in touch with the proper 
authorities and helping in the 
Selecting of the homesites; and see-

sing ing to it that they are secured with 
arm proper regard to the location of 

of church and school. Moreover, they 
)een ought to help, to sift, and to select 
:en- those who are actually to enter 
ort. ~pon the land, so that those hav~ 
ent Ing the proper agricultural experi
test enee, in addition to the physical 
,ich and mental endowments necessarY' 
to for. SUccess, may be encouraged, 

a}T, "'h I 
lY I e all others are discouraged. 

are It will, no doubt, be from three 
~~ ~ ~ve years before the Columbia 

asm project is ready for settle
:~ ~~nt. This .will afford the .Cat~

Ie Rural Life Conference time m 
Which to make and perfect plans 

for full participation in that land 
settlement when the time arrives. 
Here is a golden opportunity for 
long-range apostolic planning. 

The Church has long contended 
that a truly Christian civilization 
can best be built upon the basis 
of the family as the unit of soci
ety, and that the family is best 
established and maintained m a 
society that is essentially agrarian. 
Modern conditions have forced the 
recognition of these truths upon 
our Government. And the Govern
ment is now accordingly engaged 
in a gigantic effort, financed at a 
cost of some four hundred million 
dollars, to create just such condi
tions, by the establishment of an 
opportunity for a large number 
of urban dwellers to remove to the 
country and acquire farm homes 
under the most favorable condi
tions possible. It is also through 
the wide distribution of electricity 
from the Grand Coulee dam and 
the Bonneville dam providing for 
the creation of industries, and the 
creating cf industrial employment 
in rural areas, to minimize in this 
western country the evils that flow 
from over-concentration. 

Surely this effort on the part 
of the Government is deserving of 
our fullest support and coopera
tion. And we should not overlook 
the opportunity afforded to dem
onstrate the truth of our conten
tion. Nor sho/uld we fail to see to 
it that our own Catholics take 
advantage of the opportunity 
afforded for the establishment of 
just such home,:; as will enable the 
home owner to rear and provide 
for a Christian family. To create 
a good Christian IS to create a 
good citizen. So the efforts on our 
part I am here suggesting are in 
accord with the highest type of 
Catholicity and the highest type 
~of Americanism. George Washing
ton in his farewell address pointed 
out the close relationship between 
religion and good citizenship. The 
making of the Columbia Basin 
project a complete success along 
the lines on which it has been envi
sioned affords us an unparalle~ed 
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opportunity to serve both God 
and Country. In so undertaking 
the Church will be making no new 
departure for she has had many 
and vast experiences in the past of 
other and somewhat similar under
takings. The work of the Spanish 
Padres in California is the out
standing example in modern his
tory of successful land develop
ment on a large scale and the 
teaching of agrarianism to a sim
ple and untutored people. It was 
the great Cardinal Richelieu who, 

• 
® JLorb ~ob ~lmigbt!'. tubo bo~t not 
tea~e to ble~~ men tuitb tbe flount!' of 
beaben'~ betu anb tuitb tbeprobute of 
tbe eartb'~ fatne~~. tu~ gibe tbank~ 
to ~b!' mo~t lobing majestp for tbis 
gatbereb barbest anb tue fleg of ~bp 
merep graciou~l!, to flless. proted anb 
pre~erbe from aU tbil tbe~e trop~ 
tubitb tue babe receibeb from ~b!' ben
dicient kinbne~~: grant. at tbe same 
time.tbat tbo~e tubo~e bopts ~bou 
ba~t fu({Uleb tuitb goob tbings map 
glorp in ~bp protection. map sing 
~bp mercie~ tuitbout tea~ing. anb so 
u~e temporal goobs tbut tbep lose not 
tbo~e of demit!,., ~brougb ~bri~t 
®ur JLorb. ~men. . 

(From the Rom.n Ritu.l) 

m 

as Prime Minister of France,issued 
the charter for the colonization and 
development of New France and 
so laid the foundation for the cre
ation of the modern State now 
known as Canada, and where 
today are found the best examples 
of true Christian culture. It was 
this enterprise which led to the 
exploration, settlement, and devel
opment of our own great Missis
sippi Valley. No one played a more 
prominent or important part in the 
settlement and development of the 
Northwest than did Archbishop 
Ireland. So that if the Church, 
through the National Rural Life 
Conference or other appropriate 
agencies takes an active part in the 
settlement and development of the 
Columbia Basin, she will be but 
treading in the footsteps of her 
heroes who have gone before. 
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CURRENT LITERATURE 

PROSPERITY AND 
SECURITY 

Prosperity and Security. Ralp~ Bor
sodi. Harper & Bros. 1938. 319 pp. 
$3.00. 

Agrarians will find much good, 
fresh thinking in this challenging 
book and it will be far ~asier for 
them to follow than most eco
nomic treatises. For Mr. Borsodi 
essays to "test everything having 
to do with economics by the cri
teriop. of its effects upon what is 
small but human" (p. 313) . This 
is the central problem of Prosper
ity and Security. 

I read this book months. ago, 
but I have hesitated to write any
thing about it, lest I make the 
criticism I now offer either too 
black or too white. Mr. Borsodi's 
recurrent jibes at the "dark ages," 
the Middle Ages, and the monastic 
ideal are particularly regrettable 
because they will have the effect 
of repelling a basically important 
group which can be depended on 
to accept wholeheartedly Mr. Bor
sodi's re-examination of present 
day economic thinking. This 
group knows that the Irish monks, 
for example, during the "dark 
ages," and monks in many lands, 
during the Middle Ages, kept 
alive the very tradition of eco
nomic thinking and human living 
for which Mr. Borsodi pleads 
(pages 3, 158, 161, 175, 202, 
270). St. Paul comes in for a most 
undeserved drubbing. If a Calvin 
misinterpreted some words of an 
Epistle, St. Paul remains, never
theless, the leader among great 
Catholics, and it is from St. Paul, 
moreover, that Catholics learn the 
charity of Christ (p. 270). The 
most questionable statements occur 
in relation to the subject of mar
riage (p. 161). Surely Mr. Bor
sodi has misread St. Paul when he 
declares that the saint, unlike 
"more enlightened men and 
women," considered sex sinful. 

Does Mr. Borsodi know that the 
Epistle in every Nuptial Mass 
(Ephesians 5, 22-33) is the 
famous passage in which St. Paul 
exalts the Christian family to the 
dignity of the Mystical Body of 
Christ, that sublime fellowship of 
love and life? The Catholic 
Church alone can provide "secur
ity" to the Catholic; surely he 
would not find it in sub-human 
marital suggestions. 

It is the devout hope of this 
reviewer that Mr. Borsodi, who 
has so eminently deserved the grat
itude of good agrarians, may like
wise be accorded their prayers, that 
he may soon find the road to 
Dam-ascus! S. H. A. 

• 
FUNDAMENTAL 
SOCIOLOGY 

By Eva J. Ross, Ph.D. Bruce. 1939. 
698 pp. $3.00. 

It is noteworthy in this gene
eral treatment of sociology that the 
worker in the agrarian field will 
find his special interest given its 
proper place in a correlated plan of 
a Christian Social Order. The 
chapter devoted to Rural Problems 
is a succinct presentation of that 
social theory in Christian princi
ples upon which rests the challeng
ing statement often heard today 
among Catholic agrarians: The 
Church will be saved in the rural 
districts. The practical side like
wise is given in a compact, clear 
style with reference to the accom
plishments of specific achievements 
in the United States, Denmark, 
Belgium, and Nova Scotia. 

Due to the author's wide experi
ence in Europe and America, Part 
One, The Bases of Sociology, is 
particularly rich. Likewise, the 
institutional approach taken in 
Part Two stands alone in Catholic 
treatments. With theory well 
established Part Three can deal 
with Social Problems. S.A.B. 

GOD IN AN IRISH 

By Leo R. Ward, C.S.C 
Ward, New York. $2.50. '231 

Readers of the B 
remember Father Ward as 
tributor of "The Land 
Human Values:' (August 
which had us mailing' 
copies to interested ruralists 
where. But Father Ward is 
tile and just how strikingly 
be judged by reading his new 
God In An Irish Kitchen. And 
book, incidentally, gives 
impression that-mirabile . 
"The Revolt" in general and' 
ter Week" in particular are not 
only sources for a good Irish 

It is a journey book of the 
pIe and the land of Western 
land which will delight any· 
ist heart provided his 
doesn't run to pastoral 
These people live in a 
world and their world is a 
sight nearer to reality than is 
Their kitchens, too, partake of 
life and unlike ours the (;all-U1J~m:I!l 
holds there no brief for 1l1lJllVIJV1V.t 

I found no fairies, Mother 
rees or drolling mimics. But I 
find men and women here 
lives had kn<;>wn patient 
and deep happiness. 

And in telling of these 
Father Ward weaves an artistry 
words that is positively . 
An old man says to a young 
"'Tis a fine lovely morning, 
. " IS. 

The big lump of a youth, 
always in a coat and a colla.r1e~s, 
white shirt, replies, "Ah, I,t ~sl 
lovely entirely this morning. TIS 
grand." 

Man says to man: "Sure, it's, 
how it's threatening to rain." 

"Troth," says the other, "~nd 
it's looking like it. It's makmg 
drops." 

'f You will do yourself a favor I 
you read God in An Irish Kitchen 
and you'll do your friends a favor, 
if you pass it on. 

HILARY LEIGHTON BARTH 
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