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BIOLOGICAL TECHNOLOGY 

ONTHELAND 

JII- c. ~, s. ,. 

IF the centralist technology has 
so many limitations and is so 

poorly coordinated in the strictly 
material or mercantile fields of pro~ 
cessing, manufacturing, distribut~ 
ing and retailing, then, the advis~ 
ability of its complete transfer and 
its non~synthetic technique to the 
field of agriculture-a field replete 
with new relationships between 
man and soil and animals, may be 
questioned very seriously. If the 
transferred, mec~anical tochnique 
is not in accord with the more 
complicated life processes and 
operated with complete disregard 
of them, disaster will not be long 
postponed. Growing things have 
an adamant way of following 
their own laws. 

With minds unable to grasp the 
incompatibilities of their projects, 
the mass~production engineers, 
chemists, and mechanics are trying 
to contract a marriage between soil 
and machinery. Nothing would 
please them better than to be able 
to set up the unstable household of 
Soil and Big Machine on the 
domain of United Farms Incorpo~ 
rated. All other households would 
then be reduced to suitcases, trail~ 
ers, tents and boxcars. Transfer 
the big machine technology, and 
OUr little modern minds, unable 
to integrate and interrelate, tram~ 
pIe out the life technologies of 
good livestock breeding and expert 
livestock feeding, the technology 
of scientific plant cultivation and 
the technology of good seed selec~ 
tion, the technology of man and 
culture and agriculture. 

Animals, plants, living organ~ 
isms in the soil-soil bacteria
all require biological technologies. 
If vital processes are not respected, 
death and deserts will swallow up 
homes, families and communities. 

In a pamphlet, Make the Soil 
Productive, published by the Inter~ 
national Harvester Company, P. 
G. Holden makes the following 
statements in regard to the soil: 

"The soil is a sacred thing. Out 
of it comes that which sustains life 
and supplies the commerce of the 
world .... To leave the farm less 
productive than you found it, is 
little less than a crime, and espe~ 
cially against your children who 
must farm this soil after you are 
gone. We are learning that it is 
just as necessary to feed our crops 
as it is to feed our livestock and 
oursel ves. . . ." 

No matter how rich the original 
soil is, the "technology" of a 
miner and a robber can destroy it. 
Only the intelligent husbandman 
using a biological technology can 
preserve it. Soil contains small por~ 
tions of plant foods. Each har~ 
vested crop removes some of the 
plant foods from the soil. And if 
there is no replacement these plant 
food elements of the soil can soon 
be exhausted. In a bulletin on Soil 
Fertility Losses, the Agricultural 
Experiment Station of Missouri 
State University shows that the 
nitrogen and humus content of 
our soils has fallen about thirty~ 
five per cent. Many soil specialists 
agree that a third of the cultivated 
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area of the United States is on the 
way to becoming useless. 

Comparatively small portions of 
the soil constitute plant foods; 
namely, humus, nitrogen, phos~ 
phoric acid, potash, lime, iron, etc., 
but these small portions in their 
proper balance are very important. 

We cannot tell definitely how 
much plant food in a given soil 
will become available for a crop 
during a growing season. When a 
yield of corn is 25 bushels per 
acre, the crop takes about 30 lbs. 
of nitrogen, 15 lbs. of phosphoric 
acid, and 20 lbs. of potash from 
the soil. 

With continued commercial 
cropping the soil plant foods are 
shipped away to the elevators, 
mills, packers, and food compa~ 
nies. On the specialized farms 
nothing is returned to the soil. 
Wheat and corn and hay are 
hauled away to market year after 
year and with these crops goes a 
large portion of the nitrogen, phos~ 
phoric acid, potash and lime which 
was originally in the soil. Any 
observant reader or student can see 
that the technology employed on 
a commercial mechanized one~crop 
farm is a technology with a 
destructive, breaking down cycle. 
It may be "high" technology in a 
coal mine, but it is not intelligent 
technology when one is working 
with the soil. 

Even on livestock farms, every 
animal takes away plant food in 
its bones and flesh and blood. But 
animals take out of the feed only 
about one-fifth of the plant food, 
leaving the rest on the farm in 



the form of manure. Eighty per 
cent of the plant food in crops is 
returned to the soil when fed to 
livestock. When five tons of alfalfa 
are hauled off to market, 255 Ibs. 
of nitrogen, 55 Ibs. of phosphoric 
acid, 200 Ibs. of potash and 400 
Ibs; of lime are taken from the 
farm: When five tons. of alfalfa 
are fed to livestock on the farm 
and then marketed "on the hoof," 
only 51 Ibs. of nitrogen, 11 Ibs. 
of phosphoric acid, 40 Ibs. of pot
ash and 80 Ibs. of lime are taken 
from the farm. Approximately the 
same proportion is true for all 
other crops which may be used as 
feed for livestock. Selling butter
fat and feeding the skim milk to 
young livestock removes much less 
plant food from the farm than 
selling whole milk. . Most of the 
plant food is in the skim milk. 
One can easily see from the figures 
how readily the store of plant food 
on a farm is depleted when every
thing is hauled away to market 
and no feeding of livestock is 
included in the farming operation. 

The livestock farmer too, if he 
uses the soil mining, soil robbing 
technology will find in a few years 
(although not nearly as quickly 
as the one-crop farmer) that his 
crops are starving for the want of 

sufficient plant foods on which to 
live and flourish. 

When the crop does not mature 
quickly and evenly and when the 
seed kernels are light and deformed, 
the plants are not getting enough 
phosphoric acid from the soil. 
When the straw or stalk is weak 
and limber, then the crop is not 
getting enough potash from the 
soil. When the plants are small, 
the leaves narrow and too light in 
color, then the nitrogen supply in 
the soil is exhausted. 

After years of robbing and mis
treatment the humus (decayed 
vegetable matter), the best source 
of plant food, is completely 
destroyed. The soil becomes sour 
and hard to cultivate. It packs and 
bakes easily and will hold no 
moisture for plants to use during 
dry periods. When it rains on soil 
without humus the water does not 
run into the soil, but it runs away 
with what is left of the soil in the 
floods out to the sea. 

Humus acts as a sponge in the 
soil. Soil full of humus will absorb 
seven times as much water as hard, 
lifeless soil from which all plant 
foods and soil bacteria have been 
removed. That is one reason why 
crops burn up in dry weather on 

old, worn -out soils. It takes One 
barrel of water to produce one stalk 
and ear of corn. When We realiz 
that it takes approximately thre: 
hundreQ pounds of water to pro
duce one pound of dry matter in 
the growing plants, then we can 
see the value of the presence of 
much humus to act as a sponge for 
water storage. 

No matter how much plant 
food the soil contains, plants can
not use it without water. This 
water is taken from the soil by 
the fine roots of the plants and it 
is given off through the leaves. 
This water must be in the form 
of soil moisture retained in the 
humus. Wet, soggy land with 
pools of water will not produce. 
Water dissolves plant foods from 
the soil and carries this food to the 
cells of the plant. 

Soil, water, air and plant con
stitute a vast, intricate processing 
enterprise. The raw materials are 
humus, water, potash, nitrogen, 
phosphorus, lime, etc. The living 
beings employed in the process are 
the soil bacteria, earthworms, etc. 
There are more of these working 
in one square yard of good soil 
than there are human beings 
employed in the factories of Indi
ana. 

THE WORN-OUT FARM 
i' 

The fields, once fruitful and benign, 
Sparse weeds now yield where once grew golden 

grain; J. Glae/e/en Hutton 

Encompassed by a wilderness of brier and thorn, 
Its garden over-run by noisome weeds, 
The home 'round which glad children played 
Stands all a-wreck.and ruin claims it for his own. ,.:,., 

The toppling chimney tells of home-fires dead; 
The shattered pane, of light that failed; 
The unhinged door unto the broken hearthstone 
Now admits the ghosts of those forever gone. 

Of cruel tragedy the ruin speaks, 
Of blighted hopes, of unrequited toil; 
And he who for the cause or reason seeks 
Needs but to ask the worn-out barren soil. 

Their guttered furrows Qf old age-the sign 
That points where all their youth and strength have 

gone. 

"Man marks the earth with ruin," sang the bard, 
A ruin that engulfs him and his own; 
Escape it yet he may by striving hard, 
With knowledge as the saving power alone. 

Oh, foolish man of high or low estate, 
Through ignorance or lack of vision clear, 
Destroying his most precious heritage, 
Destroying his Hereafter and his Here! 

Up, valiant souls who know the race's need: 
Proclaim the truth and faint not while you tot!; d' 
Write plain the words where all who run may rea.· 
The Nation's life-blood springs from out the Salt. 
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On a farm there is an entire 
train of correlated and interrelated 
life processes-all )technologies 
which must be taken into account 
in any system of intelligent tech
nology on the land. The mining 
technology, the soil-robbing tech
nology, the machine technology 
which applies itself simply to effi
cient plowing and efficient removal 
of crops, soon proves itself, even 
on the richest soils, to be a stupid, 
breakdown technology. 

Many thousands of farm youth 
come into the cities. They come 
in much greater numoers than the 
urban traffic can bear. There in 
the cities these young people cause 
economic and sociological break
downs through urban unemploy~ 
ment problems. Out in the fields 
the tractors have replaced the farm 
youth. It is not simply a question 
of the horses being out of a job. 
Considered' as an isolated object, 
a pOwer machine for pulling and 
?auling, or as a finished product 
In relation to its designer, its man
ufacturer, or its salesman, the trac
tor probably involves a "higher" 
technology' than a team of horses. 
But if one considers this tractor 
in its relation to the farmer him
self, 'in its relation to the farm as 
an integrated whole, and in rela
t!on to the wholesome organiza
tIon of the national economy, agri
cultural and urban, it is clear that 
~othing has been given considera
tion except the mechanical side. In 

the production and use of the farm 
tractor no consideration is given 
to biological and sociological rela
tionships. As a farm asset, the 
horse is much better integrated into 
the complete farm and community 
picture. The horse is a self-suf
ficing power unit. It is fed chiefly 
on the products of the farm it 
helps to operate. On the other 
hand, the farm tractor and its fuel 
~an be obtained only by exchang
ing the products of the farm for 
those of other economic groups
an exchange in which there is no 
parity for the farmer. 

The diversified, horse-powered 
farm, as a well managed, well 
planned unit is technically better 
integrated, technically better 
advanced than the tractor-powered 
farm. When there is too great a 
preoccupation with tractors and 
similar machinery, the farming 
process-a process which is neces
sarily biological, is reduced to mere 
machinery and soil mining. The ' 
entire community suffers from such 
a technological mistake. 

Driving a tractor, reaping a 
decreasing harvest and hauling it 
out to market may be "high" com
mercial technology as far as it goes, 
but this cannot be called scientific 
agriculture. In its narrow stupidity 
it ignores too many factors related 
to soil and its productivity. It 
ignores too many important bio
logical factors and their interaction 
in making a farm an efficient eco
nomic unit. 

When no legumes are sown and 
no manure is spread th\! process 
simply becomes one of plowing 
year after year, removing what 
plant foods there are in the soil, 
until the humus is worked out and 
the soil becomes bare and hard, 
ready to be carried off to the sea 
by wind and rain. The United 
States Department of Agriculture 
estimates that soil-washing and 
soil-blowing costs the farmers of 
the United States about $100,-
000,000 every year. 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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A DECLARATION 

AMONG the afflictions of a serious 
nnature of which the farmers of our 
country may justly complain at the' 
present time, taxation is perhaps par
amount, especially because parity in
come for agriculture does not represent 
a fair share of the nation's income. 
That the farmer should be obliged t"O 
bear more than his just share of taxes 
in times of exceedingly low farm-com
modity prices, and after repeated 
drought-years, offends seriously a
gainst justice and social charity 
The fact that the index figures of farm 
real estate taxes per acre, computed 
at 100 in 1913, stood at 156 in 1934 in
dicates sufficiently the reasonableness 
of the farmer's complaint against the 
tax burden. The prices of farm com
modities have not kept step with this 
increase of taxes. On the contrary, 
farm income has been at a low level 
for almost a decade •••••• 

~ is evident, therefore, that the glar
ing inequalities of taxation, which 
bear so heavily 011 farmers, should be 
removed without delay. In accor
dance with the conviction so frequent
ly expressed by the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference in the past, 
that the family is the unit of society 
and the cornerstone of the state, we 
declare it desirable that any readjust
ment of taxation should grant special 
consideration to the family-sized farm 
rather than to the extensive industri
alized estate or to land held by ab
sentee owners. But this too must be 
said: The exercise of strict economy 
and honesty 'on the part of public 
officials in state and county is nec
essary if a reduction of taxes on farm 
property is to be attained •• ' ••• 

The sales tax introduced in recent 
years in a number of states adds to 
the farmer's already heavy tax burden. 
and increases the disparity existing 
between the purchasing power of the 
farm dollar and the prices of manu
factured commodities. At the same 
time the sales tax undoubtedly redu. 
ces the consumption of farm products 
because it affects the purchasing pow
er of the poor •••••• 
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ASPE(TS OF RURAL 
SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

'THERE are Catholic rural edu~ 
cadonal problems. Their signi~ 

ficance is acknowledged by leaders 
of Catholic educational thought 
and they are of deep concern to the 
nation and to the Church. True, 
"the little red school house" of 
bygone days, that played so pro~ 
minent a part in pioneer life, that 
has been lauded in song and story, 
has won for itself a place in the 
hearts of the common people. 
Today, it may readily be seen 
that the rural school has been rela~ 
tively static. As long as life was 
primitive and simple, it served the 
needs of the people adequately, but 
with the highly complex organi~ 
zation of modern times, there is 
need for reconstructing the under~ 
lying philosophy and educational 
practices of the country school. 

The underlying causes which 
have brought about serious Cath~ 
olic rural educational problems 
may be summarized briefly. To the 
ambitious boy and girl the city 
has always proved alluring. It 
seemed to offer a larger field of 
social and economic activity and 
conquest. Reports of the many 
new luxuries and conveniences car~ 
ried into the rural community by 
those who had left the farm, and 
also by the city papers that went 
quite generally into the neighbor~ 
hood, tended to make the average 
rural boy and girl forgetful of 
neglected opportunities in the 
home community. Decrease in 
demand for farm labor, due to the 
mechanizing of agriculture, 
brought about a startling migra~ 
don of the rural population to the 
cities. 

The rural schools, too, contrib~ 
uted no small part to the urban~ 
izing .influence. Urban~minded 
teachers, hypnotized by industrial 
prosperity and urban glamor, 
thought of the country only as a 
place from which to escape. To the 
children entrusted to them they 
painted alluring pictures of city 
life. In consequence, our rural 
schools were as active as any other 
agency in carry.ing children's atten~ 
tion and ambitions from the coun~ 
try to the city. ·In . 'fact, someone 
has said that scho01s~ere a "kind 
of sieve separating the smart from 
the dull" and it has been the axiom 
of the past that the smart would 
migrate to the cities, leaving only 
the dullards to make country life 
even more dismal than it had been 
before. 

Rural migration does not imply 
merel y the occasional shifting of a 
few gifted boys and girls to urban 
centers. It implies the uprooting 
and withdrawing of whole fami~ 
lies, whose members for the most 
part, represent the highest idealism 
and ambition of the rural com~ 
munity. As a result leadership has 
been extracted from, rural localities, 
agriculture has declined, and coun~ 
try life has lost prestige both eco~ 
nomically and socially. Fortunate~ 
ly, we are now in the period of an 
awakening, when the tide of inter~ 
est has begun to ebb from the rush 
and strife of the city, and to turn 
with relief and satisfaction, back 
to the country. 

The problem of keeping the 
young people of our present gen~ 
eration upon the farm and of pre~ 
paring them for country life in its 

fullest and richest sense is an 
of prime importance to the 
and the ChlJrch. By this it is 
implied that all the children 
on the farm should stay 
regardless of their talents and 
ness for farm life. Few 
could be more wasteful 
destructive of human 
than this. On the contrary, in 
age of specialization, country 
and girls should be helped and 
ted to the place where they 
express their life with the greatest 
achievement and happiness. Yet' 
the same time adequate care 
be given to those who remain 
the land if we are to maintain a 
civilization in full harmony with 
the best American ideals, which in 
turn will provide well trained men 
and women constantly needed to 
carryon the work of those who 
are now engaged in the agricultural 
pursuits of the nation. If 
are to compete with other lines 
work, they must have a training 
that is on a par with other classes 
of workers. 

A study of census statistics 
reveals that the birth rate in 
farm population is nearly 
that in the cities; consequently 
farm family is the most important 
source of popUlation growth. The 
decreased need for farm labor and 
the rapidly declining urban birth 
rate are factors which tend to pro
mote migration from the farm to 
the city, especially since there is a 
rural surplus of births. 

A recent publication of t~e 
United States Department of Agn
culture prepared by J. C. Folsom 
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birth 

and O. E. Baker bears the title A 
Graphic Summary of Farm Labor 
and population. In this bulletin 
we read: 

. "The farm population of the 
nation supplies the non-farm pop
ulation with more than food and 
fibers. During the decade 1920-29 
about forty per cent of the youth 
who started to work in the facto
ries, offices and stores of the cities 
came from farms-for probably 
tWO decades on the average, they 
had been fed, clothed and educated 
by the farming people, and were 
then provided, practically free of 
cost, to the cities, ready for life's 
work." 

From this it is evident that the 
type of educational training set up 
for the rural schools should be a 
matter of vital concern and interest 
to urban centers. Again, this situ
ation calls for serious considera
tion on the part of Catholic educa
tional leaders, for unfortunately 
the Catholic population is predom
inately urban. If the Church in 
the cities is to maintain its numer
ical strength and virile Catholicity, 
it is increasingly important that 
Catholic rural schools, steeped in 
the Catholic philosophy of life 
and permeated through and 
through with Catholic ideals and 
principles, be maintained or estab
lished throughout the land. Since 
it is usually the more intelligent pro-

m to who migrate to the cities, a sound 
is a social and religious policy requires 

the extension of a more adequate 
e?ucational opportunity to Catho
hc rural youth. Consequently, 
Catholic rural education has a 
problem which cannot be ignored 

the 
~gri-
150m 

safely. 
Education and life are firmly 

knit together. The more closely 
they are integrated, the better for 
the people. The school ought to 
?e the very heart of the commun-
ity ~nd the place where a sympa
thettc understanding of one's envi
ronment may be secured. 

While in general the aims of 
urban education are acceptable in 
rural education, it may be said that 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Eagerly I read the column, "Children in a Democracy," by O. E. 
Baker in the last issue of the Bulletin, hoping, that since the 
White House Conference which the article reported found space in 
a rural life magazine, the welfare of the children on the farm 
would also have been considered by the conference. The four dis
cussion groups, perhaps in a general way, included the needs of 
children in small towns and the rural areas. The article then ad
mitted that the conference was composed mostly of urban-minded 
people, and wondered whether the study of child welfare would be 
approached by emphasising the importance of the integrity of the 
family, or by increasing the functions of the state. 

A noble and worthwhile discussion, thought I, but most likely, if 
any helpful solution come from it, it will affect first of all the 
needs and welfare of the children in the large cities. Just as the 
farmer seems to derive little consideration and less benefit from 
all the political and economical reports and researches, so also 
will his children be the last to benefit from the present organ
ization of specialists. 

Some may accuse me of being a pessimist, or a cynic. I am neither; 
in fact I am not even slightly disheartened. I see the possibilities 

. of an increase in functions, not of the state, but of the country 
pastor as a "bonus pastor", the practical living reality of St. Paul's 
"being all things to' all men". The very term "good shepherd" is 
a mere figure of speech in'tlJD'cities; our country people still un
derstand its significance. The din of the cities stuns the call of 
the shepherd; the garish distractions obscure his person. '. How 
many in a large city have never met their paftor, and how many 
there are in these parishes whom the pastor does not .know. The 
country pastor can still say: "I know mine' and mine know me". 
His people listen to his call; they are still more eager to hearken 
to his teachings and his counsel; . they are still inftuenced to a 
greater degree by his word and example. The lost sheep are not 
so numerous but that he may keep a vigilant eye over them; his 
time is not so preoccupied but that he may search for them. He 
may encounter stubborn ignorance that will require patient in-
telligence, but the instances will be few. ' 

There were some among our Catholic workers in the cities who 
left the fold because they had never heard of the "Rerum Nova
rum" or the "Quadragesimo Anno", and in their plight Joined 
Communism. Hirelings are also spreading false ideals among 
our farmers. Who should be better able to direct the way to a
bundant pastures than the country pastor? Or who, better able 
to warn against the piercing brier or the steep abyss? If we 
country pastors approach the problems of our people as good shep
herds with the warmth of Christian charity and human sympa
thy, in the light of our Catholic philosophy and our own personal 
study, showing a willingness to fulfill the high standard of giving 
our life for our sheep, then they will not desert the fold and fol
low the hirelings. Apathy on our part for their life and its strug
gles, perhaps even disdain, will send them wandering far afield. 

We cannot live a life apart from our people; their life' is our life. 
A full and abundant life it is. A country pastor living the life of 
a "bonus pastor" will increase his functions, but if we examine 
our conscience closely we'll find these are not works of superero
gation but merely the fulfillment of the duties of a good shepherd. 
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ASPECTS OF RURAL SCHOOL 
SUPERVISION 

(Continued from Page 5) 

the distinctive aim of rural educa
tion is to effect an adjustment 
between the rural children and 
rural environment. This includes 
aiding children to adjust them
selves to their environment as· well 
as helping them adjust their sur
roundings. The aim of public 
urban and rural education concerns 
the "here and now." Catholic tra
dition is all against the training 
which prepares only for the "here 
and now." However, it does not 
lack sympathy for the objectives 
of public education but it holds 
them as secondary. The aim of 
Catholic elementary education, 
both urban and rural, is distinctly 
moral. This aim is expressed in 
the words of Pope Pius XI: "The 
true Christian, product of Chris
tian education, is the supernatural 
man who thinks, judges and acts, 
constantly and consistently in 
accordance with right reason illu
mined by the supernatural light of 
the example and teaching of 
Christ." If the rural Catholic 
school holds this as its primary 

objective, it may safely accept the 
objectives of public education, 
urban and rural, as secondary. 

While it is impossible in this 
paper to achieve a clear-cut picture 
of the rural child, examination of 
current literature reveals certain 
facts which are rich in implications 
for the rural Catholic educator. 
Although opinions differ, and stu
dies fail to determine conclusively 
how rural children compare in 
intelligence with urban children, 
generally it is conceded, that the 
intelligence of rural children is 

6 

lower than that of urban children. 
Haggerty and Nash' in a study of 
intelligence made in connection 
with the New York State Survey, 
grouped. the children tested accord
ing to the occupation of their 
fathers, as follows: professional; 
business and clerical; skilled labor; 
semi-skilled labor; unskilled labor; 
farmers. Of these the children of 
farmers ranked lowest. Hinds', in 
a study of the intelligence of city, 
village and country children in 
Indiana, obtained results indicating 
a marked inferiority of country 
children. It would appear, how
ever, that the difference in intelli
gence is due largely to a lack of 
facility in the use of the language. 

The following conclusions were 
drawn from a study of the phy
sical status of country children 
under the direction of the White 
Honse Conference on Child Health 
and Protections:. 

1. That rural children lack 
proper nutrition, as, ~:ViQenced by 
the absence of a baJrinced diet 
whose lacks include the very assets 
with which nature blesses rural 
people-milk, fruits, and vegeta
bles. 

2. That rural children need to 
develop regular habits of eating 
and sleeping. 

3. That rural children do not 
show a proper annual gain in 
weight presumably because of poor 
eating and sleeping habits. 

4. That rural children do not 
develop proper posture and skel:e+ 
ton development. 1.' 

5. That the teeth of rural chil~ 
dren are so badly neglected that 
many cases of deafness, disorders of 

'Haggerty, M. E., and Nash, Harry 
B.-"Mental Capacity of Children and: 
Parental Occupations," Journal of Edu~ 
cational Psychology, 15 :599, December. 
1924. 

'Hinds, James H.-"Comparison of 
Brightness of Country and City Chil
dren," Journal of Educational Research, 
5:120-124, February, 1922. 

'White House· Conference on Child 
Health ,and Protection. The School Health 

. Program. Report of the Committee on the 
School Child, p. 293, Century Co., 1932. 

digestion, and general debility 
adults can be traced to this 

U nfortunatel y, information 
ative to the emotional and 
sonal development of '-"JClUfen 
rural areas is meager. The 
that we have are too scattered 
too limited in scope for valid 
eralizations. These studies, 
ever, give the general 
that the assets and the U"JCl\.l\~nCI<,1 
in their environment tend 
develop in rural children the fol. 
lowing characteristics: individual. 
ism, familiarity with the natural 
world, a feeling of personal seCUr. 
ity in the family group, aloofness 
conservatism, shyness, and high 
standards of personal conduct. 

A long-accepted principle in 
education suggests that in teaching 
we must begin with children where 
they are, use the resources at hand, 
and supply their specific needs. The 
specific need of rural children is 
for proper adjustment to their 
environment. Now the divergence 
between rural and urban education 
lies right at this point-the adjust. 
ment to their environment. 
Although the environments and 
needs of urban ~nd rural children 
differ widely, it is acknowledged 
that the urban. school system has 
set the pace and fixed the pattern 
of the rural school system. Fea· 
tures of the urban schools were 
carried over early into rural 
schools. Radical reforms and read
justments of the present practices 
in ,,' ru'ral schools are necessary. A 
reconstructed program for the rural 
school system is one of the great
est needs. While the subjects taught 
in the rural schools will not, and 
'should not, differ greatly from 
those taught in the city schools, 
they must be redirected and made 
distinctly applicable to the needs 
and interests of farm life and farm 
children. Farm environment and 
life differ so greatly from urban 
conditions that special treatment of 
them is necessary in the schools. 
Again, much of the rote learning 
of the present curriculum is of rela
tively little value to those children 

(Continued on Page 23' 
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E PROBLEM OF 
R HEARING 

e fol. 
idual. 

FEW persons are born without 
aturalnorma1 hearing but millions of 
seeUr. 
fness our population before they die are 

high the victims of preventable hearing 
impairments which definitely inter-

t. fere with their getting the most 
e in out of life. The reason is that the ching 
vhere average person does not appreciate 
land, the real importance of good hear
The ing. Because of a lack of e1emen-

!ll is tary knowledge and unbelievable 
their indiperence regarding the preserva-

tion of hearing, the ear, in view 
~ence 
ttion of its importance, is more neglected 
just. than any other organ in the body, 
lent. particularly, it seems, in America's 
and rural areas. 

dren We shall briefly consider certain 
iged facts concerning the prevalence, 
has causes, prevention, treatment and 

tern alleviation of ear conditions which 
Gea. result in significant hearing losses. 
vere With such facts, in these days of 
ural growing interest in personal and 
~ad· public health, every intelligent per
ices son should be familiar. Many per-
A ~ons who in other respects are well

tral Informed have a very limited 
~at· knowledge of the problem of con
~ht se~ving their hearing. Antiquated, 
!Dd mistaken ideas regarding the ears 
)m are still persistently held by the 
)1s, average person. 
Ide The words deaf and deafness 
~ds are much abused terms because 
:m they are indiscriminately used to 
Ild deSIgnate widely different degrees 
an Of. hearing loss, from a relatively 
of slIght deficiency to complete 
Is. absence of hearing. This causes 
19 confusion, misunderstanding and 

of ' a- ten embarrassment. These terms 
m ~h~U1d be restricted in their app1i

;t~on to persons who have a suf
Clent deficiency to prevent the 

hearing of normal. articulate 
speech. Lesser degrees of hearing 
impairment are better designated 
by such terms as hard of hearing, 
hearing deficiency, hearing impair
ment~ etc. To refer to persons with 
these more or less handicapping 
degrees of hearing loss as deaf 
implies an embarrassing defect 
which for economic or other rea
sons many try to conceal. 

By a significant hearing loss we 
mean any reduction in the acute
ness of hearing which interferell 
with the learning of normal 
speech, the acquisition of a fair 
education and the development of 
a personality which will ensure to 
the individual a reasonably success
ful life with respect to his social 
and economic security. No one 
handicapped with defective hear
ing can attain these objectives 
e~cept .with great effort and expen
SIve, hIghly specialized training. 

The use of newly developed 
instruments called audiometers for 
accurately detecting and measuring 
hearing losses has greatly advanced 
our knowledge of ear diseases and 
has disclosed a surprisingly large 
number of individuals who have a 
significant hearing impairment. At 
a conservative estimate they num
ber approximately ten million in 
the United States. Three million 
are of school age and of these, 
three hundred thousand are already 
handicapped in their school work. 

The tragic fact in connection 
with this high incidence of hear
ing impairment is that the major
ity of such cases are preventable 
by the application of means now 
available. This should be widely 
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broadcast among physicians, edu
cators, nurses, social workers and 
parents. 

One may well ask why progress 
in the care of the ears has been so 
slow as compared with advances 
in other fields of medicine. The 
answer is found in part in the fol
lowing facts: 

1. The ear is so deeply placed 
in the head that it is inaccessible 
for research and makes diagnosis 
and treatment difficult. Knowledge 
concerning the causes and nature 
of many ear diseases has been lim
ited. 

2. Nature has generously pro
vided man with an acuteness of 
hearing greater "than he requires in 
the ordinary contacts of civilized 
life. Thus one may lose a consid
erable part of his hearing ability 
without being aware of it, if the 
loss is gradual and not associated 
with such warning symptoms as 

"" pain, head noises or unnatural dis
'c:Warge. This is especially true if 
..e'nly one ear is affected. It often 
happens that when one becomes 
conscious that his hearing is defi
cient and he seeks medical aid, it is 
months or even years too late "to 
obtain the best results from treat
ment. This has given rise to the 
mistaken idea that when once the 
ears have become impaired, treat
ment is often not worth while. In 
the light of recent knowledge, this 
is largely a fallacy and causes much 
neglect. Early discovery of an exist
ing hearing deficiency with the 
prompt application of corrective 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Spokane by Air 
For those who would travel the air

ways to the Convention. the North
west Airlines offer a direct route to 
Spokane from Chicago and the Twin 
Cities. Other lines connect with it at 
various points.... Flying over the 
Rockies and the "Northwest is an un
paralleled experience. The planes are 
21-passenger Douglas with hostess ser
vice and complimentary meals served 
aloft. The round-trip from the Twin 
Cities is $90. Flying time from Chi
cago is approximately ten hours. 
There are airline offices in all princi
pal cities. 
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A CHALLENGE TO THE CITY 

Once a year Chicago suddenly becomes acutely aware that 
it is the biggest farm town in the world. All during the 
year hundreds of millions of bushels of grain flow through 
the Board of Trade. Cattle and sheep and hogs pour in a 
great stream from a dozen States into the stockyards and out 
again as processed meat. Millions of dollars worth of Chicago
made farm machinery is shipped all over the world. 
Yet these things go almost unnoticed. It is only when 
the International Livestock Exposition captures newspaper 
front pages that Chicago. awakens to her proud position 
as capital of the world's greatest agricultural empire. We 
forgetfu1-perhap:; even slightly supercilious-city dwellers, 
suddenly are reminded of the foundation upon which our 
metropolis rests. We may realize a little humbly that if Chi
cago suddenly vanished from the earth, life could go right 
<\head. B\lt if the farms all vanished, Chicago would die a 
swift and terrible death. 
It is good for us periodically to have this reminder, this 
restoratioll of a proper perspective of the parts played by 
the fanners of the nation. These are no "yokels," these thou
sands of farmers who pour into our city for the big show. 
They are shrewd, kindly people whose fund of wisdom is 
infinitely more essential than ours. Tall buildings may, awe 
them, the rush of traffic confuse them, but amid the profound 
mysteries of nature they walk with sure foot and understan.d- " 
ing mind. ' ~ 
We metropolitan dwellers are prone pridefully to point 
to the "advantages" of the city. We have great museums, 
theaters, universities, schools, concert halls, police and fire 
protection-a myriad things unknown to the farmer. 
But, with all its proud advantages, indeed what is there 
Chicago can offer its children like the 4-H club projects? 
What thrill is there for a Chicago child equal to that of 
fourteen-year-old Irene Brown whose Aberdeen Angus steer 
was grand champion of the show? 
What can we offer our children equal to the intimacy with 
nature enjoyed by the 4-H boys and girls? Deep in the 
instincts of every human being there is love of nature's most 
wonderful manifestation-the birth and growth of living 
things-as fundamental as life itself .... 
Farm children grow up in intimate association with these 
phenomena. They plant seeds, see the first green shoots 
poke through the ground, enjoy the annual thrill of the 
harvest of their labors. They take tiny calves and colts and 
lambs and pigs and nurse them to maturity. All their young 
days they enjoy the pleasure and satisfaction that only living 
and growing things can give. 
Through their 4-H clubs they learn how to make thelr 
daily lives richer and fuller. They learn how to grow better 

, crops, to improve the breed of animals. They learn how they 
can make their way of life replete with the intangible as well 
as bigger tangible profits from better farming. 
The city offers nothing equivalent to the 4-H clubs. It 
is suggested that the 4-H do something for city children. 
That's a big order to pass along to the people in the farming 
districts, who still are struggling with their own problems. 
No, the job of a creative enterprise for city children must 
originate in the city. The city must meet the challenge. 

-Chicago Sunday Times 

(Continued fom Page 7) 

treatment in many cases can 
much to restore the hearing Or 
least prevent further loss. 

3. The methods of testin 
hearing usually employed g 
proven too crude and inaccura 
disclose slight but significant 
ing deficiencies. Several 
audiometer tests have revealed 
important fact that among 
children, hearing defects, often 
slight as to be unnoticed by The. 
and teachers, cause retardation, 
fects of speech, inferiority 
plexes and unsocial behavior 
1ems. Speech defects occur 
times as often and repetition 
classes four times as 
among pupils who have hearing 
deficiencies as among normal hear. 
ing children. 

4. It is now recognized that 
handicapping hearing losses 
appearing in adult life can be traced 
in many cases to inflammatory ear 
diseases which have occurred in 
infancy and early childhood. 

S. As the result of research 
many more causes of hearing 
defects are now known than for
merly. Whereas a few years ago 
practically all conditions causing 
diminished hearing were thought 
to be primarily located in the ear, 
we now know that diseased con
ditions or disturbances of function 
in other parts of the body are often 
the causes of serious damage to the 
hearing. 

In children the most common 
cause of hearing deficiencies are 
inflammatory infections in the ton
sils, adenoids, nose and nasal sin
uses, reaching the middle ear by 
way of the Eustachian tubes, They 
occur as the result of colds and 
such acute, infectious diseases as 
scarlet fever, measles, diphtheria, 
influenza and mumps. In old~r 
persons nasal obstruction, chroDlc 
sinus disease and focal infections 
in the teeth, tonsils and other parts 
of the body produce impaired 
hearing. Systemic diseases such as 
syphilis, diabetes, tuberculosis and 
kidney infections also cause hear
ing loss. Among other causes lesS 

THE 
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tion, 
ty com. 
or prob. 
lr eight 
ition 01 
~quently 

hearing 
al hear. 

~d ~hat 

the layman may be 
head injuries at the 

or later in life; drugs 
as quinine, arsenic, 

and alcohol. and chemicals 
industry, sudden loud 

the ear or prolonged 
to industrial noises; 
disturbances, deficiency 

anemias. Faulty methods 
and diving should 

mentioned. 

neglected running ear is 
to be regarded with anxiety . 
its presence warns of con
which cause hearing loss 

and frequently death through 
br~in complications. This danger 
cannot be too greatly stressed. 

Contrary to common belief old 
age is not in itself a cause of handi
capping hearing loss. A slight, 

gradual impairment Of hearing for 
the higher tones normally takes 
price after the age of thirty years. 
Other causes often overlooked or 
forgotten have been at work. 
These causes frequently can be dis
covered by the routine, periodic 
health examinations and be cor
rected in time to avoid serious hear
ing disturbances. 

It is now recognized by the 
medical profession and to a lesser 
degree by educators, that the one 
most effective and practical meas
ure for conserving the hearing on 
a comprehensive scale is by testing 
periodically the hearing of all 
school children by the audiometer 
as a regular feature of the school 
health program. This procedure. 
when properly applied, makes pos
sible the early discovery of inci-

pient hearing defects at the time 
when corrective care will yield the 
most satisfactory results. Thus it 
not only protects today's school 
children from the results of poor 
hearing but safeguards the hearing 
of many during later years. 

The procedure in recent years 
has received federal endorsement by 
way of grants in aid for conduct
ing hearing surveys in several 
states. New York State and Penn
sylvania have lately passed effective 
laws which make obligatory the 
testing of all school children by 
means of the audiometer. Many 
cities, smaller communities and 
institutions in America and other 
countries have adopted the use of 
the audiometer as an important 
feature of the school health pro-
gram. 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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THE Superior School of Agricul
ture of Ste-Anne-de-la-Pocati

ere, established approximately 
eighty years ago, is the oldest insti
tution of its kind in Canada. Since 
its foundation in 1859, not only 
has it survived, but it has devel
oped constantly, and today more 
than ever it seems destined for a 
long and useful career. 

The founder, Francois Pilote, 
Was born at St-Antoine de Tilly. 
Lotbiniere County in 1811. He 
studied at Quebec Seminary and 
Was ordained to the priesthood in 
the year 1834. In the year 1836 
Father Pilote was called to the 
Classical College of Ste-Anne de 
1a Pocattikre, where he remained 
until 1870. During these thirty
four years, he was by turns, and 

'. often simultaneously, professor of 
theology, director of students, pro-

curator and superior. In spite of 
all those occupations, he found 
time to publish a journal: La Ga
zette des Campagnes, and to make 
a study of educational conditions 
in agriculture in the province. 

Father Pilote, although an intel
lectual genius, was better known 
for his qualities or heart. He was 
deepl y concerned with the future 
of farm youth. He understood that 
the improvement of conditions in 
agriculture was largely a problem 
of educating the younger genera
tion of farmers. 

The greatest realization of his 
life, and the one which has immor
tion of the School of Agriculture 
talized his name, was the founda
at Ste-Anne-de-la-Pocatiere, In 

1859. 
The "old school"-it is still 

the name given to a now private 
house in Ste-Anne-was only 
about sixty feet long and had but 
one floor. In that rustic cradle, 
agricultural education in Ste-Anne 
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was born and there it developed 
during lifty-three long years. In 
1912, the little family of Father 
Pilote moved into new and more 
spacious quarters. The "new 
school" was a three-story brick 
building, one hundred feet long 
by fifty feet wide. Three years 
later, in 1915, with the constant 
increase in personnel, the building 
again became too small and two 
spacious wings were added to the 
central building. Lastly, in 1931, 
a new four-story edifice was added, 
which more than doubled the total 
floor space. 

The first laboratory worth 
mentioning, the laboratory of 
chemistry, was organized in 1915. 
At about the same period. an 
embryonic laboratory of botany 
was started. Since then, both have 
been enlarged and provided with 
complete and absolutely modern 
apparatus. Besides, the provincial 
Department of Agriculture has 
installed an up-to-date soils labor-
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atory, and laboratory facilities .are 
available also for physics, ento
mology, agronomy, and animal 
husbandry courses. A spacious 
and complete library, with an 
adjoining reading-room is always 
open to students and professors. A 
large green-house has been installed 
on the roof of the central building 
and is used in conducting various 
experiments. Animal judging dem
onstrations are held in a large 
building on the School farm, 
which comprises over six hundred 
acres of cultivated land, and con
stitutes a vast laboratory for 
applied agricultural sciences. 

Father Pilote's program pro
vided for some teaching of ele
mentary agriculture in primary 
schools. He considered essential to 
the success of his plan for the 
improvement of agricultural con
ditions, that children be taught to 
appreciate and love all things 
rural. 

The specialized school, which 
he founded at Ste-Anne, had a 

double end in view. In the first 
place, it was open tq farmers' sons, 
who did not possess any special 
previous education, and who were 
at least fifteen years old. A special 
two-year course in agriculture, 
adapted to their needs and abilities, 
would teach them the latest meth
ods in agriculture: in cultivation, 
animal husbandry and farm man
agement. 

The course given to farmers' 
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sons has changed very .little since 
the foundation of the school. In 
order to facilitate attendance, the 
school year has been limited to the 
winter months, but the program 
has remained the same. The 
required age is now sixteen years. 

Since its inception this course 
has been followed by over one 
thousand students. At the present 
time the average enrollment is 
around fifty for the two years. 

In the second place, Father 
Pilote wanted the School of Ste
Anne to become a center of agri
cultural science. His plan envisaged 
the formation of professors and 
agronomes, who would later be 
capable of spreading their knowl
edge. 

That dream was realized only 
fifty-three years after the School 
was founded, in 1912, when the 
agronomic course was inaugurated, 
leading to the degree of Bachelor 
in Agricultural Sciences, granted 
by Laval Univer~ity. . 

From 1912 to 1 ~ 18: ~tudents 
taking the two year c~"l.lde could 
obtain their B. S. A. by following 
a supplementary course during one 
more year. In 1918, a new pro
gram separated the two courses 
completely, and the agronomic 
course comprised three years for 
students who had previously 
obtained their degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, with one prepar~tory year 
for all others. 

The agronomic course has been 
altered several times since 1918, 
and now requires a classical course 
as preparation. It comprises. scien
tific studies on approximately forty 
different agricultural subjects, 
besides more than two hundred 
laboratory sessions. 

The agronomes today are real 
professionals in agriculture. They 
have a preliminary preparation 
which compares with that of law
yers or doctors; they follow courses 
which are as scientific, and they 
receive their diplomas from the 
same university on the same day. 
To date three per cent of the stu
dents have obtained their degree. 
The average number of students in 

the four year~ is around one 
dred. 

The strength of an 
institution, obviously, is 
by he. strength of its 
staff. That is why it is 
to review briefly the q-""J.lLm 
of the professors, both past 
present, of the School of Ste-
de la Pocatiere. 

Father Pilote was, in 
ture, really a self-made 
although before organizing 
School of Agriculture he had 
pains 'to study the programs 
some eight or ten similar 
tions in Europe. 

Even the very 
were not novices at their work. 
Professors Emile Dumais (1859. 
61), J.-O. Schmouth, and Father 
J.-O. Richard (1859-1912) have 
earned a reputation as teachers 
agriculturists which has lived 
this day. 

With the new school. in 1912, 
the number of professors was 
increased tQ seven. Three of these 
had studied in European universi· 
ties. The qualifications of the 
fes~ors have been higher as the 
school deVeloped. Today there are 
twenty full-time professors and 
fifteen part-time. Most of them 
'are doctors in agricultural sciences 
or masters of sciences. One agro· 
nome-professor is doctor of letters 
and two have obtained their license 
in letters. 

It required all the audacity and 
the organizing ability of Father 
Pilote to establish a boarding· 
school of agriculture, without 
charging one single cent to the stu
dents. 

The School of Ste-Anne was 
built with a grant of thirteen hun
dred dollars by the Lower Can
ada Chamber of Agriculture an.d 
the Kamouraska Agricultural SOc!
ety. It functioned du~ing fifty
three years with an annual govern
ment grant of two thousand dol
lars. This amount had to cover 
salaries and general maintenance. 

The revenues of the School fartll 
had to cover all other expenses, 
including board. It is easy to 
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US PRAY - - Oh God, who'by 
servant Moses, in the delivery of 
people from Egypt, didst decree 

... . a lamb be slain, after the manner 
. our Lord, Jesus Christ, and didst 

in that each portal of the homes 
marked with its blood: deign to 

and sanctify this creature of Flesh 
which we, Thy servants, would bring to 
Thy praise, through the resurrection of 
the same Jesus Christ, Our Lord: 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
forever and ever. Amen. 

understand why the balancing of 
the annual budget was always a 
headache. and why progress was 
very slow during those fifty-three 
years. The students did practically 
all the farm work themselves. 
They learned farming by farm
ing. In 1859. the School farm 
comprised 145 acres; in 1888. 388 
acres. and in 1916 over 500 acres. 
The students took their vacations 
in the winter time so as to be on 
hand during the summer months, 
when labor was at a premium. 

In 1912. the government of the 
province became interested in the 
work of the institution. Generous 
grants were accorded by the 
Department of Agriculture 
towards the building of the new 
school. The annual budget was 
increased several times. and even 
the Federal Government contrib
uted important sums from 1912 to 
1922. 

In 1917. besides the annual 
grant to the School. the govern
ment accorded every student from 
the province the sum of nine dol
lars per month to be applied in 
payment of his board and lodging 
at the school. Lastly in 1918. the 
school began to charge five dollars 
per month for board. That charge 
is today seven dollars per month 
for students in the two year course 
and $8.00 per month for others. 

All these financial developments 
have permitted the School of Ste
Anne to progress very rapidly since 
1912. Students no longer spend 
their days on the farm; the pro
gram of studies has been consider
ably enlarged and laboratories and 
practical demonstrations are given 
special importance . 

The beneficial influence of the 
School of Agriculture of Ste-Anne 
has spread throughout the length 
and breadth of the province. not 
only through the medium of its 
teachings in the class-rooms. Let 
us signalize some of the exterior 
activities of the institution: 

In 1816. Father Pilote founded 
a journal: La Gazette des Cam
pagnes. During thirty-four years 
this journal preached against the 
devastating current of farm deser
tion. by spreading the knowledge 
of better methods of farming and 
recommending land settlement. 

From 1914 to 1932. the pro
fessors of the School of Ste-Anne 
were joint-editors of a weekly pag'e' 
in the newspaper L' Action Cath'o~ 
lique. That "page agrico1e" was 
during eighteen years the chief 
means of popularizing agricultural 
science in the province. 

Since 1913. the School has 
organized numerous short courses 
during the summer or winter vaca
tions. Farmers. school teachers and 
inspectors have profited immensely 
from those three-weeks courses. 
given at regular intervals. 

The School professors have 
. carried on extension work in the 
surrounding counties. and the 
services rendered to the "habitants" 
are immeasurable. Besides. the pro
fessors are invited as speakers or 
lecturers in all parts of the prov
Ince. 

In 1933. the professors in col
laboration have published three 
books on agriculture which are 
today accepted as manuals in sec
ondary schools all over the prov
ince. and which constitute a resume 
of agricultural sciences easil y 
understood by the average farmer. 

The School is also the organiz
ing center of the Land Settlement 
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Society of Quebec diocese. Since 
1934. ten new parishes have beeri 
formed in Abitibi.' with a present 
population of over five thousand 
souls. 

In 1938. a Social-Economic 
Service. with a full-time secretary. 
was organized at the SchooL The 
object of this service is to promote 
adult education amongst' the farm
ers and fishermen of the province. 
and to encourage cooperative enter
prises. During its first year in oper
ation. the service has organized 
and supervised over 300 study 
clubs. It has had to answer hun
dreds of letters and it has distrib
uted thousands of inspiring pam
phlets. bulletins and periodicals. 

A library on social and econo~ 
mic subjects and particularly on 
cooperation is always at the dis
posal of members of the study 
clubs. Besides, the Service has 
organized. in cooperation with 
the provincial Department of 
Agriculture, several short courses 
on cooperation. in' order to develop 
local leaders in the various com
munities. 

At the present time a small 
group of graduates are following 
post-graduate courses at the School. 
It is hoped that within the next 
few years. a complete specialized 
system of post-graduate courses 
will be organ'ized. 

In 1938. a Superior School of 
Fisheries was annexed to the 
School of Agriculture. The four
year course. absolutely separate 
from the agronomic course except 
for some of the basic scientific sub
jects, will lead to the degree of 
Fisheries Engineer. In 1938. eleven 
students followed the first-year 
program. 

Professors have been chosen 
whose qualifications are beyond 
doubt. Two of them have been 
loaned temporarily from European 
countries. 

lJ 



RURAL DRAMATICS IN 
NORTH DAKOTA 

THERE are two distinct aspects 
to The Little Country Theater 

in North Dakota-the physical 
and the spiritual. Those who see 
the theater with only eyes for the 
physical may be a bit disappointed, 
but to most of us who live within 
the shadow of its walls, it seems a 
vital, living force, far-reaching in 
its influence. 

In commemorating the twenty
fifth anniversary, Prof. A. G. 
Arvold, founder and director of 
The Little Country Theater wrote 
of it, "Over a quarter of a century 
has come and gone in The Little 
Country Theater. The years have 
been rich with rare and genuine 
experiences. To fill the waste spaces 
in the lives of people who live in 
the out of way places in civiliza
tion has been its real aim. Nearly 
a third of a million people from 
here and there and everywhere have 
visited its laboratories arid caught 
at least a part of its vision. It is 
only right that once in every five 
years it pause and reflect and 
enlarge its outlook in order that 
it may be of greater service to the 
people. 

Once a dingy, dull grey chapel, 
the theater today is a cheerful coun
try life laboratory where all sorts 
of programs are tried out-a mecca 
where country folks and city folks 
alike meet to discuss and to sug
gest ways and means to make life 
in the open country or the town 
in which they live more attractive, 
more interesting and more human. 
One might 'call it a humanizing 
agency whose sole aim is to stim
ulate an interest in good whole
some drama and original enter-

tainment among people living in 
the open country and villages, in 
order to help them find themselves, 
that they may not only become 
better satisfied with the commun
ity in which they live but also 
make their neighborhood so invit
ing that other folks will want to 
live there. In short, its real pur
pose is to use the drama and all 
that goes with the drama as a force 
in getting people together and 
acquainted with each other in order 
that they may finq the hidden life 
forces of nature itself. Jris1f!ad of 
making the drama a luxur¥,for the 
classes, its aim is to make it an 
instrument for the enlightenment 
and enjoyment of the masses. It 
agrees with Victor Hugo that "the 
theater is the crucible of civiliza
tion." 

In a country community noth
ing attracts so much attention, 
proves so popular, pleases so many, 
or causes so much favorable com
ment as a home talent play. It is 
doubtful whether Sir Horace Plun
kett ever appreciated the signifi
cance of the statement he once 
made when he said that the sim
plest piece of amateur acting or 
singing done in the village hall by 
one of the villagers would create 
more enthusiasm among his friends 
and neighbors than could be 
excited by the most consummate 
performance of a professional in a 
great theater where no one in the 
audience knew or cared for the per
former. Nothing interests people in 
each other so much as habitually 
working together. It is one way 
people find themselves. A home 
talent play not only affords such 

an opportunity but it also 
sciously introduces a friendly 
ing in the neighborhood. It 
ops a community spirit because 
is something everybody wants 
make a success, regardless of 
local jealousies or differences 
opinion. When a c~untry village 
develops a commuUlty conscious_ 
ness, it satisfies its, inhabitants. 

The drama is one of the medi
ums through which America will 
inevitably express its highest form 
of democracy. When it can be used 
as an instrument to get the people 
to express themselves, in order that 
they may build up a bigger and 
better community life, it will have 
performed a real service to society. 
When the people who live in the 
small community and the country 
awaken to the possibilities which 
lie hidden in themselves through 
the impulse of a vitalized drama, 
they will not only be less eager to 
move to centers of population, but 
will also be a force in attracting 
city folks to dwell in the country. 
The monotony of country exist
ence will change into a newer, a 
more beautiful and a broader life. 
Few people realize that the drama 
came out of the soil. A study of 
prehistoric man proves this state
,ment. 

Physically speaking, the Little 
Country Theater is located on the 
second floor of the Administration 
Building, North Dakota State Col
lege, Fargo, North Dakota. Spir
itually, its influence extends into 
practically every neighborhood in 
the State, in every' State in the 
Union, throughout North and 
South America, Europe, and even 
the Orient. It is known through
out the world. 

The auditorium of the theater, 
which is simple and plain in its 
decorations, now has a seating 
capacity of three hundred and fifty. 
Its size corresponds to an average 
neighborhood hall in a small town 
or open country. One significant 
feature in regard to the seats in the 
auditorium is that they were pur
chased with funds taken in from 
plays, thereby demonstrating that 
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stage is thirty feet in width, 
feet in depth, having a 

opening just twelve 
height and eighteen feet in 
It is of ample size to accom-
any type of a program or 

that would naturally be 
in a village hall. The cur

is a tree shade green velour. 
lighting system is effective, 

and inexpensive. It is built 
a kitchen cabinet, a door con

the whole lighting system 
can be opened and closed. Drap
eries of varied colors and a few sets 
of scenery are used in the produc
tion of the different plays and pres
entation of programs. 

To the left of the stage and up 
a flight of old-fashioned stairs is 
the workshop of the theater 
known as The Lincoln Log Cab
in. It was an unused attic, a bat 
cave for many years, and finally 
dressed with logs to give it the 
appearance of the interior of a log 
cabin. It has often been called the 
soul of The Little Country Thea
ter. The keynote of this fascinat
ing workshop or social laboratory 
is its simplicity. It is a social center 

FOUND IN THE 

EDITORIS MAIL ••• 

and represents what any church 
basement or village hall can be con
verted into, if the people possess 
imagination. It is used by every 
type of ~rganization characteristic 
of the prairies. The folks like' it 
because it seems to loosen them up 
when they talk over matters of 
common interest. At the right of 
the cabin is a room which Sir 
Harry Lauder dedicated as "The 
Village." Its walls are covered 
with knotty rough fence boards. 
At the top there are in the neigh
borhood of twenty panels contain
ing pictures characteristic of village 
life such as the singing society, the 
sewing bee, the country store, the 
village fair, the covered wagon, the 
rodeo, the little red schoolhouse, 
the village blacksmith, the village 
theater and many others. There is 
a radio in this room which keeps 
the theater in constant touch with 
the rest of the world. On the right 
wall there are two doors which, 
when flung open, show seven steps> 
On the face boards of these steps.) 
one sees Shakespeare's familiar 
quotation from As You Like It in 
plain black letters describing the 
seven ages of man. When one 
ascends these stairs he discovers the 
property room of the theater. 

Adjoining the Village is a room 
containing a cupboard filled with 
different make-up materials. The 
cabin proper consists of two large 
rooms, one of which is used to 
paint all different types and kinds 
of scenery and the other for social 
functions of a varied nature. Then, 
too, there is a make-up room where 
the young and middle-aged thes
pians practice delineating the dif
ferent characters they are to assume 
in the play. A kitchen completely 
equipped is used when old-fash
ioned dinners and stage suppers 
are planned. The nook is a small 
room beautifully decorated and 
used as a studio by the associates 
in the theater. Thousands of peo
ple not only from every section of 
the State but America, Europe and' 
the Orient inspect its surroundings 
yearly. 

In the main office which is on 
the same level with the auditorium 
of the theater just west of the 
stage, there are hundreds of copies 
of pictures of pageants, festivals. 
floats, plays, 'Picnic grounds, parks, 
community halls and school houses 
which are used for study purposes. 

(Continued on Page 16) 

" ... An interesting little booklet fell into my 
hands the other day describing a new rural church 
just completed. Its perusal recalled to me a whole 
panorama of rural churches I have seen, some of 
them old and ramshackle frame structures badly in 
need of repair and paint, others imposing brick and 
stone affairs more than faintly reminiscent of famous 
examples of architectural style. But there is one thing 
I feel all of them had in common: beautiful, ordinary 
or ugly, they somehow did not seem to belong, did 
not seem to be an integrated part of their setting. 

ter in the industrial centers as well. Why do we speak 
with s:tJch disdain of the 'Sunday Catholic' when in 
our very church buildings we draw an almost visible 
line of demarcation between the every-day life of the 
people and the church to which they come for wor
ship? Why is it that so many of our churches, though 
their portals open on the busiest streets, seem to be 
dominated almost by an atmosphere of hauteur, as 
though they had not been built as a place where the 
King of Kings has deigned to ,hide all His terrifyinb 
splendor behind the veil of lowly bread so that He 
might be among His children as they go about their 
daily cares and tasks, mayhap in threadbare overalls 
and grimy hands calloused with homely toil. 

"It is not a question of more or less magnificence. 
Those who have travelled in Europe will testify that 
the most magnificent cathedrals, the cost of whose 
carved portals alone might equal the total cost of 
many a fine church in America are yet a part of the 

"I fear this whole subject of the rural church 
leads my thoughts into byways that are more than a 
little rebellious against the prevailing customs of 
church building in rural America-or for that mat-
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Pope Pius XI Approves 

• The readers of ,the, BULLETIN 
will share our profound satisfac
tion in receipt of the following 
statement, wherein the present 
Sovereign Pontiff 'transmits an 
expression of thanks and a bles~
ing from Pope Pius XI, and hIS 
own appreciation, as Papal Secre
tary of State. 

It is indeed a precious document, 
addressed to His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, D. 
D., founder of the Conference and 
its present honorary president. The 
letter has an added note of interest 
for us in that, written shortly 
before 'his elevation to the chair of 
Peter, it was the last communica
tion to reach the Apostolic Delega
tion over the sig-nature of Cardinal 
Pacelli as Cardinale, Camerlengo. 

"Vaticano, Feb. 27, 1939. 

"Your Excellency: 

"I beg to acknowledge receipt of 
the two specially bound and 
inscribed copies of Catholic Rural 
Objectives, which, you forwarde.d 
to me some time ago through, HIS 
Excellency the Apostolic Delegate 
with the request that I present the 
one to the Holy Father and retain 
the other for myself. 

"I took early occasion to lay at 
the feet of His Holiness the copy 
which you had destined for him, 
and I am now glad to inform you 
that, after examining it with evi
dent, pleasure and interest, he 
charged me to convey to you and 

, to your collaborators the expres
'sion of his paternal thanks together 
with his Apostolic Benediction. 

"You will permit me to add a 
word of my own deep apprecia
tion for your goodness in placing 
a copy of this important publica
tion in my hands. 

"With sentiments of high esteem 
and of cordial regard, I am, Your 
Excellency, 
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Devotedly yours in. Christ, 

E. Card. Pacelli" 

The Vincent de Paul 

• At Denver in the week of 
August 6th the Society of St. Vin
cent de Paul, in national conven
tion, declared its determination to 
initiate without delay a vigorous 
program of organization in Amer
ica's rural areas. The decision has 
long been awaited, and is received 
with genuine enthusiasm by those 
who are conversant with the needs 
of the Church in places remote 
from the centers of industrialism. 

The average country pastor can 
make good use of a corps of Vin
cent de Paul lieutenants-a hand
ful of spiritually earnest men who 
wish to further sanctify themselves 
through formal dedication to the 
spiritual and corporal w'orks of 
mercy under pastoral dire~~ion' and 
according to a program. For the 
rural' districts everywhere in the 
nation present charity problems 
that differ in ,nothin& essential 
from thos~ of the .cities. I}lpecially 
in recent tImes, wIth tht'bn-set of 
economic insecurity among the 
farm population, grave social and 
spiritual irregularities have 
appeared which demand more for 
their correction than the adminis
tration of the Sacraments. 

There is grinding poverty in the 
country, due to a wholesale reduc
tion of land ownership, impossible 
tenancy conditions,. lack of steady 
and adequately remunerative 
employment in the ranks of the 
farm labor element, unwillingness 
and inabiilty to accept the work 
that is offered, etc. There is poor 
home management in the country, 
sickness and physical disability, 
excessive use of alcohol, parental 
incompetency; there are dangerous 
associations and recreations, and 
other factors that promote juvenile 
delinquency and the loss of Chris
tian faith. 

Yes, there is work to be done, 
and much of it, by the Vincent de 
Paul in rural America. And their 

N 
(0 

quick entry into the :field is the 
more desirable because of the cir
cumstance that even now a Veri
table army of social workers is 
being recruited at public expense 
for service of a sort to the rUral 
districts. Thousands of young men 
and women are being equipped in 
the universities and other training 
centers with everything that mod
ern paganism calls good, necessary, 
sufficient; equipped with every
thing but a knowledge and love of 
Christ, and a holy determination 
to bring Him to the multitudes. 
The Vincent de Paul worker may 
not in every instance write a per
fect case history, but under the 
blessings of God his efforts in 
behalf of his neighbor who is in 
material and spiritual want brings 
splendid returns for time and eter
nit.y. 
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Manifesto on Rural Life 

• On the presses now, and to he 
available to the public befo~e 
nother issue of the BULLETIN is 
~istributed, is the Conference's 
Manifesto on Rural Life. The doc
ument offers an authoritative state
ment and analysis of the principles 
of Christian social justice and char
ity in their application to matters 
rural. It also provides a wealth of 
pertinent factual material, carefully 
selected and arranged, familiarity 
with which is quite indispensible 
to all who desire more than a sur
face knowledge of the issues which 
contetp.porary American farm life 
presents. 

The Manifesto is the most 
ambitious undertaking to which 
the Conference has applied its 
resources. Three years of effort on 

,the part of a sizeable group of 
Catholic scholars - economists, 
sociologists and agricultural tech
nicians have been devoted to its 
preparation under the general 
chairmanship of the Most Rever
end A. J. Muench, D.D., Bishop 
of Fargo. 

The Bruce Publishing Company 
of Milwaukee will produce the 
book; it will contain about 220 
pages, and will appear in both 
paper and cloth bindings. 

Papal Pronouncements 

• To a symposium published 
recently under the title, "The 
Modern Social and Economic 
Order," Mr. Henry A. Wallace, 
Secretary of Agriculture, contrib
utes a chapter, "The Farmer's 
Problem" in which he makes copi
ous use of the encyclicals Rerum 
N ovarum ' and Quadrage.simo 
Anno, in support of some of the 
enactments of his department .. 

"I am well aware," he writes: 
"that the farm problem is some
times criticized on the grounds that 
it constitutes an interference with 
free competition among producers. 
Again the principle of governmen
tal assistance to a special class" is 
sometimes attacked. . . . With 
regard to interference with free 
competition I note this passage in 
Quadragesimo Anno: 'Free com
petition . . . must be kept within 
just and definite limits, and 
must be brought under the effec
tive control of the public author
ity, in matters appertaining to this 
latter's competence.' And again: 
'Just as the unity of human society 
cannot be built upon class warfare, 
so the proper ordering of economic 
affairs cannot be left to free com
petition alone.' 

"With respect to i governmental 
assistance to a particular class, I 
find this statement in Rerum 
Novarum, published nearly half a 
century ago by Pope Leo XIII: 
'Whenever the general interest of 
any particular class suffers or is 
threatened with evils which cannot 
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in any other way be met, the pub
lic authority must step in to meet 
them'." 

The Secretary observes further 
that Pope Pius XI "also took cog
nizance of the depressed state of 
agriculture throughout the world. 
That is why he set down the prin
ciple that there should obtain a 
'reasonable relationship between 
the prices obtained for the prod
ucts of the various economic 
groups: agrarian, industrial, etc.' 
For the core of the farm problem 
was simply this, that although the 
farmer's debt and tax burden and 
the prices of the products he pur
chased were higher in 1932 than 
in 1910-1914, the farmer sold his 
own products for about half their 
pre-war value .... Pope Pius XI, 
therefore, more than two years 
before our farm program came into 
existence, was urging action on the 
farm problem." 

Catholics generalIy are gratified 
, of course to remark the frequency 
,)with which non-Catholics of 

importance in national and world 
affairs take approving notice of 
Papal pronouncements. For the 
more intelIigent in our ranks, 
whose acceptance of the leadership 
of Peter's successor is as unwaver
ing as it is complete, such "ab 
extra" endorsement serves hardly 
at alI as reassurance of the correct
ness of their position. They wel
come it however as evidence that 
statements emanating from the 
Vatican are scrutinized in quarters 
where policies are made, and that 
by that route Papal appeal for 
respect for the teachings of Christ 
registers to the profit of the masses. 

Another Rural life Sunday 

• Twenty-five parishes in the 
Greensburg District, diocese of 
Indianapolis, joined forces on Oct
ober 6th in observance of a Rural 
Life Sunday, the first to be held 
in that jurisdiction. Features of the 
observance were a solemn high 
Mass celebrated in the open; a 
basket dinner on the parish prop-

(Continued on Page 29) 
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RURAL DRAMATICS IN 
NORTH DAKOTA 

(Continued from Page 13) 

The theater library which 
adjoins the ma:in office contains 
several thousand copies of plays. 
readings. bulletins o.n community 
life and many volumes of books. 
In fact. it is one of the finest libra
ries of its kind in America. It is in 
constant use. Over a hundred thou
sand letters have been received in 
the last twenty-five years request
ing information on plays and pro
grams. Thousands of plays have 
been loaned to different communi
ties. 

Across the hall from the theater 
is the familiar Green Room which 
contains large pictures and a mag
nificent exhibit case with thirty
six compartments. These compart
ments are used for miniature stage 
settings and community halls. 
pageant places. masks. dolls and 
marionettes. 

The Ibsen Room which adjoins 
the Green Room is used for meet
ings of different kinds. On its walls 
one sees enlarged pictures of String
berg. Ro.bert Burns. Selma Lager
loff. Hans Christian Andersen. Ole 
Bull and Sigur Sigurdson. 

(Continued from Page 13) 

Between the Green Room and 
the theater there is a spacious and 
colorful lobby containing pictures 
of Shakespeare. Edwin Booth. 
Henrik Ibsen. Grieg. and paintings 
of the Little Red School House. 
The Covered Wagon and the 
Indian Corn Dance! 

The three stained-glass win
do.ws in the theater have a story 
of their own. One is a scene from 
Peec Gym with the passage from 
the Ibsen play. "Right along the 
edge we two clove our passage 
through the air"; a second. the 
gift to the theater of the 4-H Clubs 
in North Dakota. is the scene of 
Sylvius and Phoebe in the forest 
from As You Like It. with the 
quo.tation •. "Whoever loved that 
loved not at first sight"; and the 
third is a scene from Goethe's 
Faust expressed in the words. "A 
look from thee. a word more enter
tains than all ,the lore of wisest 
brains." 

Just to th~ righ,t·· ot the stage 
and facing the east i""the Tower 
Room which is used as a study by 
Mr. Arvold. the founder. In the 
to.wer there is a library with books 

'Twenty-fifth Anniversary Bulletin of 
The Little Country Theater-A. G. 
Arvold. 

on the circus. magic. ballet op , era 
and anthropology. The tower 
contains many rare volumes f 
books and a large register wi~h· 
signatures of many of the celebri. 
ties of the world who have visited 
the theater during the years. Along 
with the names Walter Hampden 
Otis Skinner. Ethel Barrymore' 
DeWo.lfe Hopper. Harry Lauder' 
Fritz Kreisler. John Charles Tho: 
mas. Charles Lindbergh. Richard 
Ely. Lorado Taft. Carl SandbUrg, 
Tony Sarg. Sydney Howard. Kir
sten Flagstad. Nino Martini. Olav 
Crown Prince of Norway, name~ 
well known the world over. there 
are found many other names, just 
a few of which are Ada Amsbaugh, 
Aaron Beede, Emil Krouth, H. 
Chisholm. A. Lysne. Martin 
Stahl. 

Ada Amsbaugh. Grenora, N. 
Dak.. a farm homemaker from 
western North Dakota, who with 
her husband and children came 
from Ohio and took up a claim in 
the Dakotas, lived in a sod house 
on the great prairies. She had been 

.an Ohio rural school teacher before 
her marriage, but in spite of hard 
work. unending battles with the 
at times unfavorable elements, Ada 
Amsbaugh made much of the 

city. of the landscape and of the people who live 
within sound of their bells. The same thing has been 
remarked of the mission churches of the Old South
west which, despite their often magnificent design. 
seem to have kept. even to this day. the flavoc of 
their early function as houses of Christian com
munion for the lowly Indian. peons. 

church design to descend to the anarchic architectural 
ugliness of the average Main Street viII age-God for
bid!) Perhaps it is the very location of the church on 
busy highways which have more relation with distant 
cities than with the villages whose life-blood they 
carry away with them. 

"Perhaps also-and this. I think. is probably 
closest to the truth-we are too impatient to achieve .. 
Unlike our forefathers. whose churches grew under I 

their own hands with the passing of each generation. 
we want to' finish the task as quickly as hired build· 
ers will do so. And so our churches never reflect an 
indigent culture but remain forever a somehow for· 
eign intrusion on the landscape and in the lives of 
the people. influencing their culture and their taste 
much in the same manner as the o.ther artificial, ma~' 
made inventions of our age are doing-towards artl' 
ficiality and mechanization rather than towards the 
genuine development of a native culture based 011 

"I am sure I don't know the answer to the appar
ent failure of us moderns to recapture some of that 
community atmosphere in our church buildings. 
Perhaps part of the secret lies in the correct cho.ice of 
native materials instead of importing marble and tile 
and bronze which strikes no responsive chord in the 
mind and heart of the viIIager. Perhaps it is in the 
choice of exotic and archaic architectural design. beau
tiful in its own age and setting but not in harmony 
with people and landscape in a twentieth century 
American village. (Not as though one wo.uld wish nature and grace." 
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play and put it on in her 

community, and at Mr. 
's invitation repeated it on 

. of The Little Country 
The name of this play 
Lesson in Soapmaking," 
closing lines read thusly: 

: We don't keer if she does 
lllakeus make soap. 

Sally: Our mom's all right. 
Johnny: So's her soap. 
Jimmy: So's her kids-I'm 

going fishing.. . 
H. Chisholm IS a name hsted 

for twenty-nine years in the North 
Dakota Agricultural College cata
logue as "instructor in forgi.ng" 
butin February, 1925, he receIved 
what has been conferred on no 
other blacksmith in the history of 
the country, an honorary degree-
Master .of Artisans. At the time 

N. Mr. Chisholm was almost eighty 
from years of age, having learned thl' 
with trade in his father's smithy on the 

banks of Lake Champlain in New 
York. The degree was conferred on 
Mr. Chisholm on the stage of the 
Little Country Theater and the 
guest speaker was Lorado Taft, 
who quoted the biblical passage, 
"The handicraft of their work is 
their prayer," and foll.owed with 
the statement, "Great art will 
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never be realized in America until 
• people work with their hands and 

create-however crude, the imme
diate results." The theater and 

Ira! adjoining rooms are filled with 
:or· work of Mr. Chisholm's art-the 
on wrought-iron grill in the lobby, 

ant the fire-place irons and light fixbey 
tures in the Lincoln Log Cabin all 
are the work of his hands. 

bly Emil Krouth of Hebron is some
ve. times called the "butterfly man"
der not because he himself has any of 
)n. the characteristics of a butterfly 
[d· but because along with all the 
an ?uties and responsibilities of an 
Jr· ~mportant citizen of his commun
of lty he has made a collection of but
ste terflies, second in size only to the 
~: museum collections in the East, 
be which is the envy of collectors the 

COuntry over, and is himself a real 
)J1 authority on butterflies. On sev-

eral occasions he has appeared on 
programs in the theater and shared 
his knowledge with the theater 
audiences. 

On the occasion of the twen
tieth anniversary celebration of the 
theater, one of the guest speakers 
was Aaron McGaffney Beede, then 
probate judge of Sioux County, 
who was born in New England 
and when a young man came to 
Dakota territory as an Indian mis
sionary. Mr. Beede, who had a Ph. 
D. from Harvard and who spoke, 
wrote and read French, German, 
Greek and Latin, as well as the 
Sioux and Arikara Indian lan
guages, spent all of his adult life 
.on an Indian reservation in west
ern North Dakota. Aaron Mc
Gaffney Beede came to the theater 
and shared his Indian lore, his own 
poetry, and his kindly humor and 
philosophy with c<;>llege students 
and visitors. 

The names of A. Lysne and 
Martin Stahl are well known, in 
their own community as successful • 
farmers, but in 1929 they were 
actors-part of the cast of a play, 
"Back t.o the Farm"-repeating on 
the stage of the Little Country 
Theater a play they had put on 
successfully five years before in 
their heme community, Bergen 
Township, Nelsen County, North 
Dakota. 

On Saturday, September 3, as 
a part .of the American Country 
Life Asseciatien meeting en the 
campus of the Pennsylvania State 
College, Nerth Daketa players will 
present a ene-act play "A Head of 
Wheat." This play was written by 
Vivian Luther Schaefer while a 
student in cellege and it has been 
repeated many times and with 
great success. Mrs. Schaefer will 
herself take part in the play at the 
Country Life meeting. 

These last few paragraphs have 
been included to illustrate what, in 
the writer's opinion, is perhaps 
Mr. Arvold's greatest contributien 
to ceuntry life. He sees always the 
drama in the cemmonplace things 
of life on the farm and in the 
country. He net only sees it, but 
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he is constantly helping his stu
dents to see it. He is doing this not 
by talking and writing about it 
but he is always in touch with 
country people throughout the 
State and he brings these peeple to 
the theater to demenstrate what 
they have dene. Drama in soap
making-drama in the work of a 
craftsman in his blacksmith shop 
-drama in a nature hobby
drama in a life lived on an Indian 
reservation-drama in the every
day tasks of farm life. 

No sketch of the Little Country 
Theater would be complete with
out a few words about the 
founder, Mr. Arvold himself
although it is almost impossible 
to separate the individual from the 
theater or the theater from the 
individual. Mr. Arvold conceived 
the idea of The Little Country 
Theater just before he was gradu
ated from the University of Wis
consin at Madison, and since its 
beginning twenty-five years ago he 

• ~<lj worked constantly on that 
Itf'ea. 

In spite .of more lucrative offers 
in other parts of ' the country, Mr. 
Arvold has chosen to remain in a 
truly rural setting because he thor
oughly believes in his own idea 
which is a country theater in a 
country community-a theater of 
which the country people are an 
integral part. Of him, too, it may 
be truly said, "The handicraft of 
his work is his prayer." 
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WESTPHALIA; PATTERN 
AND PROMISE 

SELDOM has this writer under~ 
taken any task less cheerfully 
than that of responding to the 

request of the editor of the B UL~ 
LETIN for an article on the rural 
parish of Westphalia. Iowa. It 
meant leaving his own work for 
two or three days to drive several 
hundred miles beneath an Iowa 
summer sun. which is good for the 
corn and less so for the composure. 
to a place totally unknown to him 
except by reputation. But seldom. 
by the same token. has he eve~ b~en 
more richly rewarded;for a slmtlar 
expenditure of time and energy. 
for he found at Westphalia not 
onl y the most cordial of personal 
welcomes from its pastor. Father 
Hubert Duren. but also a pattern 
of what a rural parish can be. and 
a promise of what many of them 
will be when other pastors are 
fired by the vision which guided 
Father Duren. 

Of course. Father Duren is the 
last person who would take all 
credit to himself for what West~ 
phalia is today. He was fortun.ate 
in his assignment as a young pnest 
to take over a parish already so 
deeply rooted in Catholic tradi~ 
tion. The first settlers of W estpha~ 
lia. back in the seventies. had been 
German Catholic farmers who 
brought with them from their 
native province of Westphalia a 
firm attachment to religion and to 
the soil. To this day the commun~ 
ity. numbering seven hundred in 
the village and the surrounding 
farm land. is almost solidly Cath~ 
olic. 

Westphalia is. in one sentence. 
the achievement of a Christian 

community. And such an accom~ 
lishment must necessarily include 
the whole of life: However. for 
the sake of convenience the writer 
will discuss separately the econo~ 
mic. social and religious aspects. 

Westphalia's cooperative econ~ 
omy may be considered the result 
of a happy combination of drouth. 
depression. and the wisdom of Fa
tber Duren. The American farmer 
is normally the most rugged of 
individualists 'and is not to be 
shaken out of that attitude by talk. 
but Father Duren oSei?ld the right 
moment to begin talflng economic 
cooperation. when adverse condi~ 
tions made his people ready to 
think of some new way out. First. 
he laid the philosophical founda~ 
don. so to speak. instructing his 
people in the principle of solidar~ 
ity as a natural outgrowth of the 
justice and charity preached to 
them in church and school. Then 
some of the leaders were taken to 
visit successful cooperatives m 
nearby States. 

Experiments followed and the 
first experiment was one in which 
Father Duren's early experience as 
a Wisconsin lumberjack stood him 
in good stead: he secured for his 
people a tract of timber and. under 
his guidance and that of his 
brother. they cooperatively felled 
it. milled it. used it for their own 
and parish buildings. and sold 
what remained. Next they learned. 
by experience. of the saving they 
could effect by the cooperative 
rather than the individual purchase 
of feed for their stock. It will be 
noted that Father Duren did not 
start by drawing up a constitution 

and telling his people to take 
eration on faith. He showed 
his faith in cooperation by 
eration' s works. starting with 
item and going on to the 
when. and not before. his 
were ready to accept it 
heartedly. He knew his 
well enough to know that he 
to be convinced. 

It was not until the spring 
1937 that a cooperative 
store was started. but 
per cent of the Westphalia 
ioners were sufficiently 
to become shareholders in it. 
it was proved that the COClDel'atit, 

store could make nearly two 
sand dollars in ten months. 
shareholders were ready to 
to the cooperative 
of motor fuel. The next step 
be a credit union. using the 
of the cooperative as the 
credit pool. From that point, 
Father Duren looks forward to 
future when tenant farmers 
young men founding new 
can he helped to own their 
land by the extension of 

• locally at low rates. when 
flight of men and money to 
cltles can be checked by the 
servation and control of the 
munity' s economic 
within the community itself. 

Isolation in the bad sense, 
ever. is far from the mind of 
Father Duren. Already the West· 
phalia cooperative belongs to. a 

wholesale cooperative in 
with other societies in other , 
and it is a part of Father Duren s 
vision that one day the germ of, 
cooperation may. like the evangel· 
ical mustard seed. grow to embrac~ 
all the processes of production ann 
consumption. in industry as we 
as agriculture. in town as well as 
country. But if he is a ma~ 

. . on' vision. Father Duren IS no VISI 

ary: he is doing the work of . 
. h herding present m the present. s ep f 

his own flock. taking one step a t:~ 
another when the time comes be 
take it. Meanwhile. even today. t ct 

. .. . t dheren cooperatIve. m Its stnc a d ill 
to the Rochdale principles an 
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meetings embracing 
the whole community. 

to its members and to 
who will take the time to 
it. an effective lesson in 

economic democracy. in 
IJUiJl""C'VU of principle to life. 
exemplification of what men 
when they act as Christian 

than as economic units 
from afar by forces they 

know. much less control. 
the cooperative. and even 

the social and cultural pat~ 
of Westphalia centers on the 

crowned by 1St. Boniface 
, Here especially, and in the 

life of the community, 
the Westphalians of the present 
day have inherited a sound tradi~ 
tion. In the typescript volume, 
Past and Present, compiled by the 
class of 1935 of the parochial high 
school, there are accounts of com~ 
munity social. dramatic, musical. 
and athletic activity dating from 
the earliest days. These, too, the 
hand of Father Duren has coordi~ 
nated and strengthened. It is his 
belief that the social life of Cath~ 
olics must be necessarily condi~ 
tioned by their Catholic outlook 
on life in general. It is a choice. he 
thinks, of putting principles to 
work or of merely drifting with 
a pagan tide. And Father Duren, 
i~ not.a man to drift. On the phy~ 
slcal SIde alone, his efforts and the 
cooperative enterprise of his peo~ 
pl~ have provided the community 
wIth an educational and recrea~ 

WILD BIRD WINdlNd 
Florence Hynes Willette 

tional plant embracing one of the 
finest school buildings of its size 
in the State. a model baseball field, 
and St. Hubert's club~house, about 
which more will be said. 

Perhaps the erection of the 
school was the first venture in com~ 
munity cooperation on a large 
scale. Father Duren found the par~ 
ish served by a small wooden 
school. He had not been there long 
when he began to instruct his peo~ 
pIe in the advantages of a larger do nothing. Father Duren's coun-
and more modern building, to ter-attraction is St. Hubert's club~ 
house for the first, time a high house. No young man in West-
school as well as the grades. The phalia need travel to another town 
people responded readily and the seeking the sort of recreation that 
result, in architecture, in educa~ taverns and pool-rooms provide; 
tional facilities, and in saving to no pagan tavern could survive in 
the school district, has justified Westphalia today. The club~house 
again their faith in their pastor's meets the need and meets it in an 
leadership. atmosphere that is wholesome and 

The baseball field is more Catholic, and safeguarded by regu-
directly the product of cooperative lations which, as some venture~ 
enterprise in that its construction, some outsiders have learned to their 
from levelling the ground and' fell~ sorrow, can be dras~ically enforced 
ing the timbe\ to driving the l~st·.' at need: Ye~ there IS non~ of the 
nail in the bleachers, was done by ,)?ppresslve aIr of, a self~rIghteous 
the people themselves. A varied temper,ance bar . about St. 
athletic program is carried on Hu?ert s: the regulatIOns are kept, 
under the aU,spices of the parish as It were, aptomatically ~ecause 
societies. they are the natural expressIOn of 

The club-house is a monument the kind of social life the people 
to the Catholic philosophy of of Westphalia appreciate and want. 
play. Most rural pastors today The cl1l:b-house I~ more than self-
sooner or later face the problem of supportmg, b.ut I~ by no means 
taverns and their effect of neutral~ thought of prImarIly as a source of 
izing the work of the pulpit and revenue. 
the class-room. Some fight them One of the most significant 
without offering any substitute. things about the social program 
Others shrug their shoulders and (Continued on Page 28) 

Jade buds will break; a gold and ruby leaf~rain 
Spin and fall; 

The sickle moon mow down wide swathes of dark; 
The bracken call. . . . 

I saw a wild bird winging to the south 
Where summer :fled, 

And thought: 0 beautiful. next autumn year 
You may be dead! 

And you, where will you be, in what far place 
With wings out :flung 

And still gray breast upturned to the blue you love, 
Your song unsung? 

Quick da~ns will :flame and rose dusks pale to gray 
WIthout your song; 

The four winds roam the upland creeks and crags 
Where you belong; 

\ 
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Bright autumn next, another in your place 
May brush the sky . . . 

Now is the time to soar upon the wind' 
. To climb; to fly! ' 
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BIOLOGICAL TECHNOLOGY 
ON THE LAND 

(Continued from Page 3) 

In a speech to Congress in June, 
1938, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt said: 

"Nature has given recurrent and 
poignant warnings through dust~ 
storms, floods and drouths, that 
we must act while there is yet time, 
if we would preserve for ourselves 
and for our posterity the natural 
sources of a virile national life .... 
Floods, drouths, and dust~storms 
are in a very real sense manifesta~ 
tions of Nature's refusal to toler~ 
ate continued abuse of her boun~ 
ties. " 

Under present "low" technolo~ 
gies of agricultural· mining, we 
lose by the three processes of ero~ 
sion over three billion tons of good 
soil every year. From the Great 
Plains on a single dayin the sum~ 
mer of 1936, 3,000,000 tons of 
rich top soil was lifted and blown 
as far as the Atlantic, 2,000 
miles away. Fifty~nine per cent of 
Qur countryside is affected by ero~ 
sion. With this destruction 126,~ 
000,000,000 PQunds of plant 
food is lost each year-a loss of 
$200,000,000 annually. If the 
present rate of riotous cultivation 
and therefore loss by erosion con~ 
tinues for the next fifty years, there 
will be a cumulative loss of $30,~ 
000,000,000. 

With such depletion of soils and 
pauperization of farmers, social 
problems become serious. Intelli~ 
gent technology on the land calls 
for a good deal more than any· 
technology of commerce or chem~ 
istry or mechanics can offer. The 
<:entralized factory technology, if 
it desires to make any contribu~ 
dons to the farm had better build 
its machines to the size fitted for 
the family unit, because only on a 
family farm can the century~old, 
biological technologies be respected 
and efficiently carried out. Only 
the man on a few acres can know 
his soil, grow his crops in proper 
rotation, feed as many of them as 
he can to livestock, and return the 
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manure in its best condition to the 
soil. Only on a small farm is it 
possible to protect manure (which 
is worth $2.55 per ton if it were 
bought in the form of plant food 
in commercial fertilizers) against 
heating, leaching and blowing 
away. Only a family sized farm 
can make provision for the grow ~ 
ing of the legumes which do best 
and fit into a well studied crop 
rotation. Only the family can 
make a common sense use of land 
and work with the dictates of 
nature. 

But even though the intelligent 
family farmers strive to master 
conservation and biological tech~ 
nologies in their proper relation~ 
ships, they must at present resort 
to the growing of a much larger 
amount of legumes than would 
ordinarily be necessary and lime 
must be bought to restore depleted 
acres, because of the fact that on 
so many farms the pl~nt·food sup~ 
plies have been depleted :t?t "the~ 
farm~is~a~factory" techno'fogy. 

Lime may be needed in many 
places in the beginning but after 
that legumes and livestock can 
rebuild our farms. Legumes and 
livestock will rebuild the land bio~ 
logically and the restoration will 
be much more efficient and biolog~ 
ically and scientifically correct than 
the purveyors of the by~products 
of commercial chemistry can do it. 

Legumes take two~thirds of 
their large stores of nitrogen from 
the air through nodules on the 
roots. These plants .have vast root 
systems. They form sods and 
when in addition to the roots and 
the sods we plow under a green 
legume crop now and then, we can 
return a vast new supply of nitro~ 
gen to the soil-a supply taken 
from the air at no cost, and with 
biological accuracy made an ingre~ 
dient of the soil. The successful 
farmer will always be a biologist 
using the technology of bio~dyna~ 
mlCS. 

Within recent years the Agri~ 
cultural Research Laboratories at 
Dornach, Switzerland, have per~ 

fected a soil technique to which 
they give the title, bio~dynarnic 
At Dornach, agricultural experts' 
who are soil biologists, not merei; 
soil chemists, are developing the 
traditional farming wisdom of 
centuries into a welI~integrated 
scientific technique. These scien: 
tists see the cultivated field as a 
living organism, a living entity in 
the totality of its processes. Their 
method aims to make a farm live 
and produce as a self~contained 
organism-not as the average 
farmer thinks of it today, as a 
series of unrelated processes. Their 
concern is primarily with the 
health of the land. Their soil
building program concerns itself 
chiefly with the organic ingredient 
of the soil-the humus-the basic 
reservoir of soil fertility. Fermen: 
tation of organic substances is 
important in the restoration of 
humus. In order to get a quick and 
good fermentation of layers of 
manure, thin layers of earth, 
leaves, trash hay, straw, weeds, 
bones, garbage, in fact any organic 
refase, special methods of con
trolled fermentation for better 
humus formation have been devel
oped. The right kind of fermenta
tion is induced in the shaded barn
yard compost heaps through cer
tain plant preparations-medicinal 
herbs in proper mixture-camo
mile, valerian, dandelion, horsetail. 
nettle, etc. Before small amounts 
of these plant preparations are 
inserted into the carefully piled 
up manure heaps, the plant prepa
rations are themselves put through 
a fermentation process. They are 
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at specific depths in the 
with some organic refuse 
the whole is transformed 

humus-like masses. When 
into the manure h~aps, 

preparations speed up the 
process-the result is a 
brown mass, rich humus 

Bio-Dynamic Farming and 
cnrr'PlI.[IlU, a book which relates 

achievements in the Dornach 
Agricultural Research Laboratories, 
Dr. Ehrenfried Pfeiffer states: 

"Researches have shown that 
during the rotting process, the 
bacterial content of such a manure 
pile is ten times that of one not so 
treated. Particularly noticeable is 
the presence of a great number of 
earthworms. Such piles are con
'stantly filling up with earth worms 
which, after their humus forming 
activity is completed, die and pro
vide an additional fertilizing sub
stance through the decomposition 
of their own bodies." 

On the Bio-Dynamic farm, the 
earthworm is recognized as a wel
come visitor. In fact he is right
fully recognized as the chief humus 
maker, the irreplaceable agent in 
agriculture. On the Bio-Dynamic 
farm, efforts are inade to prepare 
a good soil home for him, because 
the earthworm is a connoisseur of 
the better soils. He disappears from 
the soils that are choked by soil 
chemists, and soils that are com
pletely mined out by commercial 
farmers. Besides being the ideal 
humus maker, the earthworm 
works up the soil into a crumbly 
structure, helps in soil aeration 
and drainage and makes it a toler
able medium for organic life. 

Dr. H. Powell Spring of the 
University of Vermont (Free 
America, December, 1938) states: 

"The weight of earthworms per 
acre of good soil equals that of a 
good-sized cow .... In healthy 
soil this subterranean "cow" is 
constantly at work. In a single 
year this "cow" handles enough 
earth per acre to fill three freight 
cars" (European size). 

Charles Darwin observed the 
work of the earthworm and 
devoted an entire book to this 
lowly creature. Darwin observed 
the earthworm at work-trans
pDrting into. deeper strata gravel 
and bits of sand that obstruct 
plant growth, depositing upDn the 
surface the "predigested" humus 
which plants require. UpDn a site 
observed by Darwin during a 
period of ten years earthworms 
heaped up 2.2 inches of tDPSDii. 
One Df Darwin's co-wDrkers, Dr. 
King, conducted an experiment in 
which he estimated that the earth
worms were bringing to the sur
face 14.58 tDns Df earth per acre. 

In 1890 another earthwDrm 
investigatDr, Dr. Wollny, CDn

ducted experiments in which he 
cDmpared plants grDwn in earth 
containing earthworms and plants 
grDwn in earth without them. The 
earthworms succeeded in getting a 
35 per cent to. 49 per cent inaea~e 
in cereals and other grains, a 59, 
per cent increase in case Df oil
seeds, and considerable increases in 
the yields Df potatoes and beets. 
The very volume of the humus 
was increased by the presence of 
the worms by 27.5 per cent. The 
hDle and the passageways and the 
loosening of the earth-the wDrk 
of the worms-greatly enhanced 
the ability Df the SDil to. absDrb 
decaying matter fDr the next crop. 
The earth was fDund to. be more 
fluffy and a better absorbing 
medium for water and air. An 
eight day trial revealed 8.04 vol
ume of nitrogen per 1000 vDlume 
of air in soil cDntaining WDrms. 
In soil withDut worms the volume 
Df nitrDgen per 1000 vDlume of 
air was Dnly 3.08. When one con
siders the importance Df the nitro
gen cDntent of the sDil, this CDn
tributiDn of the worms is no small 
item. 

Our habits of thinking which 
'may be adequate in the cities of 
machinery and manufacture, break 
dDwn when they face the many 
organic factors which we call life. 
Whether we like it or not, nature oJ 

makes the rules for the vital pro-
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cesses. Nature will not permit her 
rules fDr vital processes to be
replaced by the rules of CDmmer
cial mechanizatiDn. An effDrt must 
be made to understand nature and , 
fDllDW its rules in its far flung 
integratiDn and interrelatiDn of 
minute biDIDgical prDcesses, if the
game of life is to go. on. 

We till Dur soils with mechan
ized greed, we destroy the biolog
ically fDrmed and balanced layers 
of humus, and still expect to. get 
the same results with artificial, 
costly and unbalanced mineral fer-

tilizers. With a three-fold increase 
. of artificial fertilizers we are nDt 
jncreasing our average yields per 

acre. And a number Df very 
destructive plant diseases have 
developed. The industrial chemi
cals sDld to. remDve the superfluDus 
wastes Df chemical productiDn give' 
the sDil a "commercial" shock, 
bombard the living organisms 
which vitalize the thin layer of 
tDP soil, and finally force the 
earthwDrm to. abandDn his work. 
The men at Dornachknow that 
commercial farming has ruined' 
American sDil and they maintain 
that chemicals only aggravate the' 
sickness of Dur soils. They say that 
we are merely soil chemists, not' 
soil biologists; sDil miners, nDt real. 
husbandmen. They are amused at 
our childish commercial faith 
which makes us feel that anything 
that we can pay mDney for and' 
take hDme in a bag Dr in a truck 
is better than the many things that 
we might have free at hand, things 
that can be put to. work merely 
by a little intelligent labDr. They 
warn us that our pDtassium and 
ammDnium nitrates and the tDns' 
and tDns Df sulphates and the pDis
Dnous sprays with arsenic and lead: 
compDunds are corroding, under-
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mmmg the health of our soil, 
stamping out the living soil or~ 
ganisms, doping the soil with 
inert, injurious, alien matter and 
therefore making American agri~ 
culture biologically unsound. They 
caution with reason that it takes 
more brains to manage a farm 
than it does to run a factory, that 
the technology of a farm is more 
complicated than the technology 
of a factory, that the so~called 
"high" mechanical technology of 
the factory has very limited appli~ 
cations when there is a question of 
intelligent land use, that on the 
land there are many technologies 
which good mechanics. completely 
overlook-to mention only one, 
the soil technology of our friend, 
the j Earthworm. 

It is quite evident that the com~ 
plete technology, the comple~e 
series of highly interrelated agn~ 
cultural processes will never be fol~ 
lowed by specialized farm corpo~ 
rations and their farm laborers. 
Absentee landlords and migrating 
tenants, too, work for immediate 
<:ash. Their interest does not reach 
very far beyond the current mon~ 
etary opportunity for gain. Only 
the family unit intelligently 
trained and owning its own land 
,can give a nation the many fruits 
to be derived from an intelligent 
technology on the land. 

Chauncey Stillman, an editor of 
the magazine, Free America, and 
one of the few bio~dynamic farm~ 
ers of America, made an inspec~ 
tion tour of two thousand bio~ 
dynamic farms situated in the vari~ 
ous cantons of Switzerland and 
the Rhine valley. These farms 
stood out as green oases amid 
dried~up farms, and while the 
growing grains on neighboring 
farms were falling and lay com~ 
pletely flattened in places by wind~ 
storms because of a lack of vital 
substances in weak stems and 
stalks, on the bio~dynamic farms 
the strong, healthy grains stood 

. proudly upright. Mr. Stillman, in 
an article, "Challenge to Famine" 
(Free America, October, 1938), 

·gives us the earnest reflections 

22 

which this visual proof of intelli~ 
gent technology on the land 
brought to his mind: 

"I thought of how this method 
(the bio~dynamic method) is put~ 
ting whole cantons on a sound 
and permanent basis. Some farm~ 

. ing villages are as much as eighty 
per cent bio~dynamic. The most 
conservative of men, the European 
farmer, and scores of them are 
quietly adopting bio~dynamic 
methods every year. The poorest 
Swiss farm has a higher life expec~ 
tancy than the richest American 
farm thanks to the health of its 
neighboring land and the methods 
of its owner .... A bitter contrast 
rises to mind. Here is a craggy lit~ 
tle country whose meanest slope 
responds to intelligent care. Back 
home one third of the world's 
richest crop land has been turned 
to waste within. two generations. 
The Dust Bowl widens out as we 
frantically plan more. schemes to 
stop it, such as the 'pr2'luction of 
phosphates on a gigantic scale. 
And all our schemes are futile 
because as a nation we have not 
learned the true nature of the soil 
nor man's relation to it. Will a 
few bio~dynamic farms stand 
forth, in another century, as green 
oases in the Great American Des~ 
ert? Before famine wins, will their 
slow influence spread from single 
farms and valleys and forests, wid~ 
ening out over verdant regions 
beyond the horizon?" 

CONCERNING THE 
RURAL SCHOOLS 

Whereas the rural parish schOOl 
one of the chief educational 
affecting a large proportion of 
Catholic youth in rural districts 
villages; and whereas these 
are supported by rural people and 
intended chiefty to prepare for rUra! 
life; we urge the adoption of a Pro. 
gram of instruction in rural parish 
schools adjusted to the needs, inter. 
ests and conditions of country boys 
and girls. 

• 
We recognize special value in such 
courses as nature study, local geo. 
graphyand history, health education, 
rural sociology and citizenship, bio. 
logical sciences, farm accounting, 
agriculture and stock raising, nurs
ery culture, landscaping, home. 
making handcrafts, art, dramatics 
and music. 

• 
For the effective presentation of the 
rural curriculum, we recommend 
some special preparation for rural 
school teachers which will increase 
their understanding of and sympathy 
for rural life and education. 

• 
Under the guidance of rural.minded 

. teachers the pupils will come to real. 
ize that homestead farming is an 
occupation endowed with higher dig· 
nity and greater security than life in 
commerce and industry. 

• 
In order that teachers may have 
suitable preparation for this work, 
we recommend that Catholic univer· 
sities and teachers' colleges provide 
for rural teachers special courses in 
agriculture, rural sociology and 
education, and other appropriate 
subjects •••• 

From the 1938 Resolutions 
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growing up to be clerks 
workers, but it. is 

appropriate for children of 
and country sides. 

first great reform, there
that education shall direct. 
the peculiar needs of coun

with a view to mak
useful and happy mem

country life instead of 
the discontent of coun

children with their country 
suri9undings. Let us look for a 
moment at the kind of preparation 
children need for rural living. 
Edwin R. Embree', president of the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund gives these 
fiVe items as basic: 

1. The ability to read and write 
clearly and understandingly. 
··2. Some skill in the use of fig

ures. 
3. Knowledge of farming, 

including some general under
standing of biological processes 
and appreciation of nature. 

4. Manual dexterity, especially 
the handling of wood, fabrics, and 
other materials and in simple 
mechanics. 

5. Health. 
These appear to be self-evident 

necessities for any successful life in 
the country, but it is a simple fact 
that children are not getting from 
their rural schools anything 
approaching adequate preparation 
in these fundamentals. 

While there is no set pattern to 
follow in the emphasis of subject 
matter to be taught in the rural 
school, it is well for us to remem
ber that the ability to read and 
:vrite with clarity and understand
Ing presents a unique· problem to 
the rural teacher. Investigations of 
retarded rural children reveal the 
fact that practically twenty-five 
pe; cent of the first grade children 
faIl annually chiefly because of 
reading difficulty, and this failure -. 'Embree, Edwin R.-"Rura1 Educa-
~~n for Negroes;" N. E. A. Proceedings, 

:309, 1936. 

should be attributed, in part, at tary readers each year. In addition 
least, to lack of reading readines'3. to sets of books which will enable 

The persistent backwardness all the members of a class to use 
and failure of many children i.n the same book at the same time, 
learning to read has resulted in a single books Ilhould be available 
growing tendency to postpone the so that each child may be assigned 
teaching of reading until teachers a different book in working upon 
are assured ,that when the children a specific question, or problem, or 
begin to read they will make rapid' interest unit, particularly for the 
and efficient progress. The experi- classes on the upper grade level. 
ence of successful teachers indicates Moreover, the reading done in the 
that children are rarely ready for rural school should be broad and 
beginning reading unless they have selected to meet the needs of the 
reached a mental maturity of six children in each grade. Modern 
or even six and a half years. Com- children's stories, biography, folk 
monly, children enter rural school tales, legends, fairy tales, lives of 
at the age of five and a half or six the saints, history stories and geo-
years chronologically. Since the graphical and nature materials' 
mental maturity of rural children should be provided in abundance. 
is somewhat lower than that of Included among the reading mate-
average city children, it may safely rial provided there should be some, 
be assumed that reading success dealing with farming and farm life 
will be assured if the child is not in order that the country environ-
introduced to the' reading process ment may have a fair chance to 
until he is six and a half or seven secure and hold the interests of the' 
years of age, chronologically. rural child. 
Owing to the fact that the teachec '. Agriculture and home economics 
in the small rural Catholic school ' ~ould have a place in the program 
is charged with two or more of every rural school, but elaborate 
grades, she can seldom adequately set-ups are unnecessary for the 
care for a pre-reading group. In • 
order to make the country child's --------------
first approach to the reading pro-
gram happy and pleasant it seems 
advisable to set the school entrance 
age for the average rural child at 
six or six and a half rather than 
five or five and a half. 

A well-developed taste for 
worthwhile reading is of more 
importance to the rural child per
haps than it is to the urban child. 
In the first place, rural children 
lack verbal ability and rich infor
mational experiences. In the sec
ond place, the greater isolation of 
the rural home makes recreational 
reading of even greater importance 
here than in the city. Many of the 
·hours, spent at accessible places of 
amusements by city dwellers, 
should be made profitable and 
pleasant to rural dwellers at home 
engaged in recreative and informa
tional reading. . 

The average rural class on the 
lower gradeleveI can and· should 
read six or more sets of supplemen-: 

Spokane by Rail 
Railroad fares have never been 

lower. The fares we quote as exam
ples will surprise the Conference 
members in the Middle-West. The 
round-trip from St. Paul to. Spokane 
is $46.00; from Chicago to Spokane it 
is $58.05 round-trip. The outstanding 
attraction is the trip to Spokane for 
the Convention, then on to San Fran
cisco for the Golden Gate Exposition, 
and a selection of return routes via 
either Colorado, the Grand Canyon 
country, or Texas for only $65.00 coach 
fare and $74.00 intermediate. 

average Catholic elementary rural 
school. These courses may well be 
integrated with the rest of the cur
riculum, and they should be pre
sented in such a way as to have 
practical usefulness to the young 
people who study them. Every 
rural elementary school can build 
up an appreciation for farm life 
and farming as an occupation. In 
the rural grade school we do not 
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OCTOBER YOICES 
EcJgar Daniel Kramer 

Although the cold October rain 
Is drumming on my windowpane, 
Above the liquid clamoring 
I hear a host of voices sing, 
"In spite of withered grass and leaf, 
He is a fool who walks with Grief, 
For underneath the winds and snows, 
The earth laughs with tomorrow's rose!" 

expect training for agriculture as a 
vocation, but we may expect rural 
grade children to be given a gen
eral understanding of the agricul
tural problem and an appreciation 
of the fine elements in the life and 
occupation of the farmer. The 
rural teacher may stimulate inter
est in agriculture through the use 
of out-of-school projects, such as: 
learning to identify weeds, insects, 
seeds, wood and the like; making 
posters of the various types of 
poultry, dairy and beef· cattle, 
hogs, horses, and sheep; making a 
good bibliography on potatoes, 
corn, wheat, insects, birds, or some 
other subject. 

An ingenious teacher may intro
duce into the rural school curricu
lum elements of a simple course in 
household science. She can stimu
late thought and center interest on 
the problems of the home, through 
a discussion of the more common 
principles of diet, the proper way 
of serving a simple meal, the neces
sity and benefit of plenty of fresh 
air, etc. She should be able to give 
a course in the simple elements of 
sewing with relatively little special 
equipment. 

Health education is now recog
nized as such an important need of 
our day that educators have placed 
it as the first of the cardinal objec
tives of education. Formerly, chil
dren living in the rural sections 

Ave Maria, Oct. 31 1936 

had better health on the average, 
than those living in the cities. 
Today, insofar as facilities, the 
supply of medical works, and san
itary. provisions are concerned, the 
advantages are with the city rather 
than the country. 'Perhaps the main 
weakness in tha country has been 
the failure of rural peoPlJ to make 
use of the health adfantages it 
possesses. Among these advantages 
we may list: an abundance of fresh 
air and sunshine; out-of-door life; 
plenty of physical exercise; fresh, 
wholesome food; and a simple 
mode of life. . 

In those rural districts where 
there is no organized health serv
ice, the responsibility for health 
instruction and guidance must be 
assumed by the teacher, so far as 
the school children are concerned; 
consequently, the rural teacher 
needs to be equipped in all that 
constitutes good health instruction 
in any elementary school, and in 
addition '. she needs such training 
as will enable her to do manv of 
the things which should be done 
by the scho'ol nurse. Perhaps the 
more important factors which the 
curriculum should affect are hygie
nic personal habits, and a knowl
edge of health principles and ideals. 

The growing interest in safety 
education is a reflection of the 
widespread desire that something 
be done about reducing prevent-

able accidents which OCCUr in 
country as well as the city. In 
long run, the best solution of 
rural safety problems lies in a 
thorough education of rural 
pIe. It is fitting, therefore, to 
upon rural schools to help in 
matter. 

Although physical 
may be looked upon as 
somewhat separate from 
education, stilI any 
of the health work of the 
s~hool must include some provi. 
S1C~ns for s~ita~le. recreation for the 
chlldren, smce It IS essential in pro. 
~oting the mental, social and phy. 
slcal growth of each individual 
Instead of bemoaning the fact tha~ 
rural children have no gymnasium, 
a rural school can adapt a recrea. 
tion program to suit its own' needs 
and facilities. It is highly desirable 
that children take part in physical 
activities so that they may deVelop 
good posture, firm muscles, stable 
nerves, and desirable attitudes 
toward health. 

Art should be a part of rural 
education. But the evidence at hand 
shows that art is one of the most 
neglected phases of the rural grade 
curriculum. Contrary to popular 
opinion, drawing is not the all
important element of the art 
course, for art is more than draw
ing. It is shown by the way the 
page is written; by the way the 
child writes his name on his arith
metic paper; ill the arrangement 
of books on the library shelves; in 
room arrangement; flower place
ment; and the neatness of the 
cloakroom. 

Art instruction in the rural 
school should embrace much of the 
same content as that provided for 
the city school. The lessons may 
be motivated by the children's 

~ . .• r. t.,.. 
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their pets, their play, 
of their ,home life. 

most of the art work may 
around the regular lessons 

school, the subject content 
rural school should deal 

largely with nature materials, 
the course should be utilized 

all types of nature 
, Leaves, flowers, 

birds" twigs, seeds, and 
other forms of nature mate~ 

should be used for art expres~ 
In this way a trained eye and 
will result from the activi~ 

ties, and there will be a deepening 
ofthe child's pleasure in the things 
which constitute his environment. 

Especially in connection with 
the teaching of music, educators 
have worked out materials and 
methods of teaching almost 
entirely from the viewpoint of the 
urban school, omitting any atte,n~ 
tion to the rural school; therefore 
little, or too little, music is taught 
in the typical rural school. In spite 
of the meagerness of the musical 
equipment found in the country 
school, it is still possible to work 
out a well-organized music pro~ 
gram, including singing, rhythm 
work and listening lessons. Addi~ 
tional music activities such as har~ 
monica bands and orchestras are 
also valuable in the rural school. 
The success of these feasible musi
cal activities depends upon the 
interest of the teachers. 

The radio is a significant force 
in rural education today. Whether 
or not the facilities in rural schools 
admit of the school radio program, 
rural teachers may not ignore their 
responsibility in helping pupils get 
the greatest possible good from the 
?ut-of~school programs that come 
Into their homes. The teacher, by 
advance study of the week' s .pro~ 
grams, may encourage children to 
listen to the best broadcasts. She 
will find many programs each week 
that may serve as illustrative mate
rial for her school work. In this 
~ay it is possible for the rural reli
~IOUS teacher to influence her pupils 
~n establishing the habit of tuning 
In on the best radio features. 

It would appear that the rural 
school should undertake some 
vocational guidance work. Mani~ 
festly, it cannot afford an elaborate 
open set~up but it can at least 
enlarge the vision of the children 
as to the many fields of service 
awaiting them in this twentieth 
century. 

Moreover, young people need 
help in discovering their skills and 
in developing their talent so that 
they may use their abilities in the 
most effective way. It is also nec~ 
essary for them to be informed 
concerning their aptitudes and 
vocational assets in order that they 
may compare them with the 
requirements of the different occu~ 
pations. For the most part rural 
children are dependent upon their 
teachers fbr the vocational infor~ 
mation they deeply need and earn
estl y desire; therefore rural teach~ 
ers must open the door of, voca~ 
tional 'opportunity to them. 

, . 
The best schools are taught' by' J 

the best teachers. Catholic rural-P" 
schools will be improved with bet~ 
ter prepared' religious teachers. 
Since present needs in rural edu~ 
caton demand a new type of rural 
educational leadership, religious 
teachers should be specifically pre~ 
pared for rural schools. While 
expert opinion does' not favor 
marked differentiation, since the 
basic training and culture needed 
by urban and rural children are 
the same and there is a constant 
flow of rural people into urban 
centers and vice versa, yet certain 
vital differences are essential. Pro~ 
minent educators hold that the fol~ 
lowing basic differences in the 
training of rural teachers deserve 
consideration: 

1. Developing significant rural 
attitudes. The attitudes may even 
transcend the technics in impor
tance. 

2. Professional courses, such as 
substantial courses in rural educa~ 
tion and its peculiar approach, 
technics, and problems; special 
observation and practice teaching 
in the rural situation. 
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3. Background courses, such as 
rural sociology and economics. 

4. Differentiated subject matter 
courses, such as agriculture and 
nature study: 

Every religious teacher engaged 
in rural educational work is enti
tled to a clear cut, sound concep~ 
tion of the advantages and disad~ 
vantages of rural life and occupa~ 
tions. It would mean much to 

Catholic rural schools if those who 
are responsible for the staffing of 
these schools selected only those 
religious who have acquired a full 
understanding of rural and indus~ 
trial life; who have a real attach~ 
ment to the rural environment; 
who possess a genuine love of rural 
life and occupations; and who 
have familiarized themselves with, 
and interested themselves in, the 
needs and resources of country chil~ 
dren. Even more than in any teach~ 
ing situation, the rural teacher 
makes the school. In fact, she is 
the most important element in the 
progressive development of the 
rural school. Since this is true, the 
strategic approach to Catholic rural 
school reform is through the reli~ 
gious community normal school, 
and the diocesan teachers' college. 
To these we must turn to provide 
teachers with rural viewpoints and 
to establish in teachers concepts of 
what life on the land involves. 

Boys and girls in the country 
do not enjoy equal opportunities 
with boys and girls in the cities 
to prepare for their life's work. 
Justice to rural children and our 
national. welfare demand that 
these inequalities be removed. We 
need to study the needs of rural 
communities for educational facili~ 
ties and to build a program of 
rural education to meet the needs 
of rural children. 
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THE PROBLEM OF BETTER HEARING 

(Continued from Page 9) 

Millions of tests of school chil
dren have shown consistent results 
in the incidence of a significant 
hearing loss with variations caused 
by differences in age, season, cli
mate, the general health level and 
the intellectual, hygienic and eco
nomic conditions prevailing in the 
homes. 

It is of special significance that 
the incidence of hearing impair
ment is highest in rural areas in 
which the local health program is 
inadequate because of the lack of 
funds and effective organization. 

In rural Hennepin County, 
Minnesota, 13.8 per cent of the 
pupils tested in a WPA supported 
hearing survey were found to have 
a sign~ficant hearing deficiency as 
compared with 5.85 per cent in 
the public schools of nearby Min
neapolis, where identical tests had 
been in operation for ten years. In 
the latter city there has occurred a 
definite reduction in the incidence 
of hearing loss among school chil
dren from 8 to 5 per cent since 
1926. This improvement is to be 
ascribed largely to the better care 
of the ears made possible by the 
tests and an increased conscious
ness among the parents. Older 
methods of testing with the watch 
tick, whispered voice and acoume
ter as conscientiously used by Min
nesota State Board of Health 
nurses in rural districts disclosed a 
loss of only 2.2 per cent among 
the children. 

In rural communities the inci
dence of hearing defects is greater 
at all ages than in urban centers 
because of the more limited health 
facilities, remoteness from physi
cians and hospitals, and a tendency 
to make light of unhealthy physi
cal conditions which do not cause 
actual distress or obvious handi
caps. Hearing deficiencies are much 
more common among the indigent 
than among those in the higher 
income brackets. 
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Information regarding the care 
of the ears to conserve their func
tion is especially in o."mand in 
these days when pr:lctical advice 
on other health subjects is widely 
broadcast. 

The early detection of ear 
involvement in younger children 
is not easy. After any acute illh.:ss 

capable of causing hearing impair
ment, children should be given a 
careful ear examination. Hearing 
tests should be an important part 
of every general physical examin
ation, including that of the pre
school child. The following condi
tions among young children 
demand a careful hearing test: 

1. Failure to develop normal 
speech at the usual age. 

2. Inattention and mistakes 
when told to perform simple acts. 

3'. Poor imitation of speech 
sounds and mispronunciation of 
common words. 

4. Frequent 'failure' ·to respond 
when called or quesdolJll. 

5. Early evidence of unusual 
fatigue before the day is half over, 
especially when observed in young 
school children. 

6. Intently watching the face 
and actions of the speaker. 

In general, frequently recurring 
colds in the head are a common 
cause of low grade inflammations 
in the middle ear, especially in the 
presence of nasal obstruction, sinu
sitis and infected or enlarged ade
noids. The person thus afflicted 
may notice pain, impaired hearing 
and a sense of fulness in the 
affected ear. Such cases demand 
medical examination and care. 

To avoid ear troubles the fol
lowing rules should be obseeved: 1 

I. Avoid by every recognized 
means the taking of colds. Treat a 
cold as a real sickness because of 
the possibilities of ear complica
tions. 

2. Avoid unnecessary exposure 
to infe~tious diseases and be guided 

1Much of the information contained in 
the following six paragraphs is to be 
found in a popular health booklet entitled 
Hearing, distributed by the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company. 

by your physician as to 
tion and vaccination. 

3. Avoid injury to the 
canals and drum membrane 
external causes such as 
hooks, ear spoons and so 
often clumsily used by amateurs 
remove accumulated ear Wax 
foreign bodies. Consult your ph 
sician for this delicate procedu y-

4. Avoid faulty methods reo 
swimming and diving. 
swimming n~ver inhale through 
the nose or dlve feet first without 
tightly closing the nostrils. Do not 
dive into waters of unknown 
depth. 

5. The ears should be examined 
by a competent physician at regu
lar intervals and one should not 
experiment with. self-diagnosi$ or 
the use of remedies and devices 
publicly advertised or prescribed 
over the counter. Consult your 
regular family doctor who will 
advise you if you need the servir:es 
of an ear, nose and throat special
ist. 

6. In case of earache promptly 
consult a doctor. Do not rely on 
home remedies. 

One should not be discouraged 
when told that he has impaired 
hearing which cannot be restored 
to normal. Instead of accepting 
a defeatist attitude he should 
resolve to make every effort under 
competent medical guidance to pre
serve his residual hearing. The gen
eral health should be kept at the 
highest level possible and all con
ditions which tend to cause further 
deterioration should be corrected. 

By acquiring lipreading, which 
is the art of understanding what 
another is saying by watching the 
movements of the lips, fadal 
expression and gesticulations of 
the speaker, and by the use of a 
modern hearing aid with its 
improved, undistorted amplifica
tion of speech, a very hard of hear
ing person can keep his contacts 
and retain his place in the world. 

Hearing aids now available have 
a wider range of application than 
formerly. With them many chil
dren instead of being obliged to 
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able manufacturer which has been 
found "acceptable" by the Council 
on Physical Therapy of the Amer~ 
jean Medical Association. 

All persons who are, hard of 
hearing can obtain great help and 

through membership 
in the American Society for the 
Hard of Hearing, which had 150 
local chapters in the United States. ' 
Many persons in rural communi~ 
ties where there is no local chapter 
will obtain great benefit from 
direct membership in the national 
organization which has its head~ 
quarters in Washington, D. C. 

Those who have to do with the 
care and education of the deaf and 
hard of hearing will find available 

Dear Father Byrnes: 

The chief obstacles have been 
the high cost of the necessary 
equipment and the failure to realize 
the benefits from its application. 

Very recently new audiometers 
for checking the hearing of large 
groups of school children by accu~ 
rate individual hearing tests hqve 
been produced at lowered cost. It 
has been shown that the money; 
saved the taxpayer over a five~year 
term through the reduction in the 
number of repeaters more than 
compensates for the cost of equip~ 
ment and operation. Smaller neigh~ 
boring communities can economize 
by jointly owning the equipment, 
since a single audiometer can be 

It is a pleasure to send you herewith $10.00 for a sustaining mem~ 
~ership for the Diocese of Fargo, It is my understanding that not only 
~ndiyiduals but also dioceses, parishes, religious orders, schools, and other 
lUstltutions and organizations may take out such a membership. 

. I take this opportunity to congratulate you on the really worth 
wh1le contents of the CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN. In contents 
and make~up it is not surpassed, I am confident, by any other similar 
publication in the country. 
. The National Catholic Rural Life Conference is making a great con~ 

tn~u.tt~m to the Catholic Agrarian Movement in the United States. Its 
~tlVltles are deserving of every encouragement and support. I hope that 
t e Conference will increase its circle not only of weII~wishers, but also 
Off ~ctive supporters to the end that it may be able to enlarge its sphere 
a mfluence. \ 

May God prosper your work. 
Yours very 

August 10, 1939 .. 
sincerely, 

+ A. J. MUENCH, 
Bishop of Fargo. 
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made to serve a school population 
of several thousand pupils during 
one school year. 

The needed medical care of pu~ 
pils found to have a significant 
hearing deficiency is a problem to 
be met by the family physician in 
cooperation with the ear specialist 
when his services are needed. Effi~ 
cient medical care for indigent and 
underprivileged children must be 
provided by well co~ordinated pro~ 
grams arranged through the coop~ 
eration of the local medical profes~ 
sion and the local public health and 
welfare agencies. 

Federal aid, usually matched by 
• ~te or local tax~raised funds, for 

modern hearing tests of all school 
children and medical care of the 
indigent pupils 'found to need ear 
treatment, has been made available 
for certain projects. In many states 
and lesser political units this aid 
has not b,een obtainable because of 
lac kof matching funds andi or 
failure to provide definite, well 
organized programs acceptable to 
the sponsoring agencies as ,the 
Children's Bureau and the Works 
Progress Administration. 

In view of exciting uncertainty 
of obtaining future grants of fed~ 
eral or state funds, the lowered 
cost of equipment and a rapidly 
growing demand it is the obvious 
duty of educational administrators 
to provide these tests for their 
school population. 

In many communities the obsta~ 
de to prompt action is lack of ini~ 
dative and active leadership on the 
part of public spirited citizens to 
create the necessary demand among 
parents, teachers and the medical 
professiQ nto stimulate the author~ 
ides to incorporate promptly this 
valuable procedure in their health 
programs. 
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WESTPHALIA: PA TIERN 
AND PROMISE 

(Continued from Page 19) 

of St. Boniface parish is that, 
except for the great homecoming 
and rural life day in the summer, 
no effort is made to attract out
siders: the dance floor, for exam
ple, was purposely built smaller 
than it might have been, to empha
size its character as a place for 
those who, living in the parish, 
seek their recreation in the atmos
phere which the parish has created, 
not for all comers who are just 
looking for a dance. 

But, just as St. Boniface church 
towering over the other buildings 
in the town dominates the West
phalia scene, so does Westphalia'S 
religion give, at once, impetus, di
rection, and measure to Westpha
lia's life. The faith, planted by the 
pioneers and fostered by a succes~ 
sion of worthy priests, is strong 

and its manifestations living. And 
it is a solid faith, centering at the 
eucharistic altar. It is striking (to 
the writer at least) to recall that 
he was told about a miracle or two 
said to have happened at the paro
chial shrine of Our Lady of Grace, 
but told in so matter-of~fact a way 
that he has forgotten nearly all the 
details! That outdoor shrIne, built 
besides the church by the people 
themselves as a place to pray, not 
a bait for tourists, typifies in a way 
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their religious attitude. They love 
it for the beauty of its setting and 
its meaning, they are proud when 
the visitor admires it, and visit it 
frequently, singly or in procession 
to sing their hymns and pay their 
devotions to their Mother. 

No doubt the solidity and sense 
of Westphalia's religion derive 
from the fact that it is firmly cen
tered in the Mass. Apparently 
everyone in the community who is 
not prevented by distance or occu
pation goes to Mass every morning 
and many to daily Communion. 
When there is a high Mass, as there 
often is, the Gregorian Common is 
sung by the congregation, the full 
Proper (liturgical skeptics please 
note) by a choir of children. With 
the Mass as center, the liturgical 
life of the parish spreads out 
throughout the year in the great 
'feasts of prayer and beauty which 
the ritual provides. St. Mark and 
the Rogat~on days, Candlemas, 
Palm Sunday, 'and' ~e other spe
cial parts of the -cflturgical year 
have a meaning in Westphalia 
because the people there are not ~ 
deprived of the instruction and the 
blessing which Mother Church has 
for her children in the prescribed 
ceremonies for those days. Nor are 
extra-liturgical devotions, in their 
proper place, neglected. May devo
tions are held at the shrine, 
November devotions in the beau
tiful, orderly, and well-kept ceme
tery behind the church. The sea
sons of the year, the needs of the 
parish and people, the events of 
family life, all are linked to the 
prayer life of the community. It is 
not without meaning that proces
sions are beloved in Westphalia: 
are not they pre-eminently coop
erative prayer? 

However, as pastors know, par
ish life is not all prayer; and pas
tors especially will be interested in 
Westphalia's interpretation of the 
fifth commandment of the Church. 
It is novel, if not unique. In the 
vestibule of the church there is a 
modest sign reminding the parish
ioners of their obligation of church 
support. Modest it is, but explicit: 

farmers of eighty acres are 
to contribute one dollar a Week 
a hundred and sixty, a dollar 
a half, with an additional 
five cents for each additional 
acres. Townsfolk should 
ute a dollar, those on relief 
cents. Let pastors who read 
lines spend a few minutes 
ing this standard to their 
but let them not yet dismiss 
pastor of Westphalia as an 
able optimist, for the fact is 
at least eighty per cent of the 
ishioners meet their obligation 
support. 

Such in barest outline is the 
tern of Westphalia. What 
promise? The lines of its 
future development can be 
traced. What promise does it 
for other communities, other 
parishes? The writer has had 
ish work enough to know 
obvious objections. Let them 

, discounted at once: the 
neity of the people, the """,-O'.'.IU' 
ing Catholic tradition, the 
tional talents of Father 
Even without these factors 
phalia's achievement would 
been in some measure 
Basically the unum necessarium 
a vision and a grasp of the 
life as God and nature meant 
as the Fathers of America 
it for their republic of small land· 
owners, plus a determination 
reduce theory to act. To adopt 
Newman's famous distinction, 
what is wanted is a real, rather 
than a notional, agrarianism. With 
that as an indispensable start, with 
all the aid that our liturgical and 
our social tradition can give it, 
with the same materials and the 
same patient and painstaking 
methods Westphalia has usee, 
Westphalia's achievement could be 
successfully imitated, if not exactly 
duplicated, in a thousand rural 
parishes. Conviction (perha~s 
conversion is a better word) IS 

wanted first: it may well be that 
Westphalia's deepest significance to 
the rural Church in America is as 
a "motive of credibility." It c~n 
be done ; Westphalia has done It. 
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LITERATURE 

Lord. New York: Hough-
310 pages. $3.00. 

It is gratifying to note the 
of excellent literature on 

life which the publishers have 
ent out during the past year, and .. 
In this category a niche should be 

Mr. Lord's latest book, 
Our Land. 

The author brings to his task a 
lifetime spent. in rural interests, 
lnd, more specifically, a three~year 
stUdy of erosion and soil conserva~ 
non. However, the book is not so 

a scientific study. as it is a 
\VU11J1H'U~'" of striking facts which 

tlement in America, the reader fol~ 
lows his narrative with the 
impending emotion proper to a 
great tragedy-the waves of west~ 
ward immigration; the unre~ 
strained greed that desecrated our 
God~given natural resources; fol~ 
lowed by a yearly etosion of bil~ 
lions of tons of rich soil; floods; 
d~st storms; and climaxed today 
with the black despair of millions 
who had hoped to find their live~ 
lihood on the land. 

Finally, the author reviews the 
many successful demonstrations of 
the Soil Conservation Service and 

NOTES AND COMMENTS 

(Continued from Page 15) 

a 
author designates as "profiles," 

lnd by means of which he presents 
to the reader an action and charac~ 
ter sketch of agricultural America. 
The land, Mr. Lord reiterates, is a erty; choral and band rendition~ 
living thing and should, therefore, throughout the day; a series 'Of 
be discussed as such. addresses and discussions on sub~ 

The first four chapters go some~ jects of farm interests; exhibits and 
what dramatic in picturing the demonstrations by 4~H units 
~ge-Iong processes of soil building within the participating parishes, 
m .contrast to man's amazingly the Future Farmers of America, 
rapid destruction of it. Through~ and the Rural Boy Scouts; a for~ 
out his pages the author employs mal closing of the festivities with 
th; camera~method of description. - Benediction of the Most Blessed 
HIs. technique makes interesting Sacrament. 

md, readmg, but strikes this reviewer as The Most Reverend Joseph Rit~ 
to being just a bit overdone-much ter, D.D., Bishop of Indianapolis, 

[opt as does his casual and repeated ref ~ and gracious host to the 1938 
lon, erence to man as solely a product convention of the National Cath~ 
:her of the evolutionary process. In this olic Rural Life Conference at Vin~ 
fitb latter regard we may remind Mr. cennes., inspired the Greensburg 
-ith L d f Th or and those who read his book unctlOn.· e day's program was 
IUd th . d d at man's relegation to such a sta~ conceive an executed by the Rev~ 
it, tus, without consideration of the erend Raymund Marchino, mem~ 

the soul . h' b f h C f , f Wit m him, renders even the er 0 t e on erence of the Board 
lng uture outlook on soil conservation of Directors and head of the Indi~ 
e~; a not too encouraging one. ana:rolis ~ural Life Bureau. Coop~ 
tly In the next two chapters, how~ eratmg with Father Marchino were 
ral ever, Mr. Lord reaches his stride representatives of the parish coun~ 
Ins an,d from thence continues to move cils of Catholic Women of the dis~ 
r lVith h' trict. is ' gat enng force. His thesis 
lat :ight. be stated thus: The only Bishop Ritter has planned 
to vatron for the land is the gov~ observances similar to that of 
as ern.ed Use of it based on the folk Greensburg with four other dis~ 

attItude f . tricts of his J' urisdiction. 
In he 0 respect for the sol1. As 

recalls the history of land set~ it. r 
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in~imates a return of hope if people 
will adopt the Christian attitude 
of stewardship toward the land
the attitude of him who sees his 
land entrusted to him by God for 
the attainment of frugal comfort. 
and not for wanton destruction. 
Mr. Lord does not definitely men~ 
tion the word "stewardship." It is 
not unjust to say that he is slightly 
more materialistic in his reasoning. 
But the Christian concept of own
ership is what he is trying, how~ 
ever obscurely, to bring forth-a 
thing, incidentally, which the 
Catholic Church has been insisting 
on for centuries. And in view of 
the high ability with which the 
author wields his pen it would be 
fortunate indeed both for him and 
for the Catholic rural moveme),'lt, 
~o ~ave. him make thorough 
m~ultY mto the authenticity of 
thiS last statement. There is a 
direct relation between soul erosion 
and soil erosion. 
'. The many photo~illustrations 

.te~a striking story of their own. 
HILARY LEIGHTON BARTH 

* 
CENTERVILLE 

Centerville: Scott, Foresman and 
Company, New York. 

Eminently worthy of notice to 
grade~school teachers is the Social 
Studies Series, a group of four 
readers recently published by Scott, 
Foresman and Co. In particular 
the BULLETIN wishes to recom~ 
mend Book Three entitled Center~ 
ville, which gives a most authentic 
picture of an American small town, 
the farm country surrounding it 
and the relation of both of them 
to the nearby city. Being an ima~ 
ginary town of about three hun~ 
dred population, somewhere in the 
Corn Belt, and possessing the char~ 
acteristics that can be found in 
almost any small town, Centerville 
succeeds admirably in its attempt 
to give children an understanding 
of a community, and the interde~ 
pendence of those who comprise 
it. Familiar things are made impor~ 
tanto 
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The Bishop of Spoicane and his Clersy ... The Officers and Board of Directors of 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference ... 

The members of the Hierarchy in the United States 'and Canada-with the priests, Brothers, Sisters 
' , 

laity in their several jurisdictions - to attend the sessions, and participate in the discussions 

THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTIO 
OF THE 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CON FERENC 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON-OCT. 15-18,1939 

THE MOST ,REV. CHARLES D. WHITE, D. D. - - - - - _ Host Bishop 

THE REV. LEONARD BOEHM' - Diredor, Spokane Diocesan Rural Life Bureau 

THE MOST REV. EDWIN V. O'HARA, D. D. - - - _ Honorary President 

THE MOST REV. ALOYSIUS J. MUENCH, D. D. - - _ Episcopal Advisor 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. LUIGI G. LlGUTTI, President - - _ Granger, lewa 

THE REV. FELIX N. PITT, First Vice· President - - - _ _ _ Louisville, Ky. 

THE REV. JOS. H. OSTDIEK, Second Vice-President - - - • Omaha, Nebr. 

THE REV. THOS. W. GREEN, Third Vice-President - - -Caldwell, Kan. 

MR. FRANK BRUCE, Recording Secretary • - - - • - Milwaukee, Wis. 

THE REV. L. N. ZIRBES, Treasurer • - - - • - • - • North Lake, Wis. 

THE REV. JAS. A. BYRNES, Executive Secretary - - _ _ Lakeville, Minn. 

THE REV. EDGAR SCHMIEDELER, O. S. B. - - - - - Washington, D. C. 

THE REV. URBAN BAER • - - - • - - • - • • - • • Cashton, Wis. 

THE REV. W. HOWARD BISHOP • - • - • • • • • St. Martin, Ohio 

THE REV. LEONARD BOEHM • • • • • • • • " Clarkston, Wash. 

MR. FRANK BRUCE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Milwaukee, Wis. 
THE REV. GEO. A. ESTERGUARD • • • • • _ • Big Stone City, S. D. 
THE REV. THOMAS GREEN • • • • • _ • • • • _ • Caldwell, Kan. 

MR. F. P. KENKEL, K. S. G. • • • • • • • • • • • St. Louis, Mo. 
THE REV. JOHN LA FARGE, S. J. • • • • . • • • • New York, N. Y. 

'THE RT. REV. MSGR. LUIGI G. LlGUTTI _ • _ • • _ Granger, Iowa 

THE VERY REV. CHAS. B. McCOY • • _ • • • • • Hot Springs, Ark. 

THE REV. RAYMOND R. MARCHINO _ •••••• North Vernon, 
MR. JOS. MATT, K. S. G. • • • • • • • • • • • • St. Paul, 
THE REV. FERDINAND MOCK • • _ _ • • _ • • : • Crete, Neb, .. 

THE VERY REV. WM. T. MULLOY • • • • • • • • • • Fargo, N. D. 

THE REV. CHRISTOPHER P. MURRAY ••• ' ••• Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 
THE REV. GEO. M. NELL • • _ _ _ Effingham, 111. 

THE REV. JOS. H. OSTDIEK • • • • • • • • • • • _ Omaha, Neb,. 

THE REV. FELIX N. PITT • • • • • • • • • • • • • Louisville, Ky. 
THE REV. PATRICK T. QUINLAN • : • • • • • • • Bloomfield, Conn. 
MISS PAULINE M. REYNOLDS • _ • • • • • • • • • Fargo, N. D. 

THE REV. WALTER L:R'QCHE • • • • • • • • • Dell Rapids, S. D. 
THE REV. RUDOLPH B:";SCHULER • _ _ _ • _ • _ _ _ Krakow, M~. 
MR. JOHN P. TREACY • • • • • • • • • • • • • Milwaukee, W:s. 

N th Lake WIS. THE REV. L, N. ZIRBES •• - - •• , - - - •• or ' 
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