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FROM· 

APOSTOLIC 

PELE6ATE 
(THE BULLETIN is ~reatly pleased to reproduce 

herewith the lett~r o~ HIS E;x:cellency, the M<;>st Rev. 
Amleto Giovanm Cicognam, D.D., ApostolIc Dele
gate to the United States. On several occasions in the 
past Archbishop Cicognani has voiced his approval 
of the program of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. The officers of the Conference cherish the 
ambition to merit the continued confidence of eelle
siastical authority.-THE EDITOR.) 

Apostolic Delegation 
United States of America 

3339 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

May 3, 1939 

Rev. James A. Byrnes, Executive Secretary 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference 

Reverend and dear Father, 

It would be difficult to overestimate the im-
portance of the work to which the CATHOLIC 
RURAL LIFE BULLETIN is devoting itself. 
National well-being may be measured by 
rural well-being and a publication such as the 
CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN which is 
seeking to create a genuine rural civilization 
is contributing vitally to the prosperity not 
only of those on farms but to that of all the 
people. 

The factors necessary to secure and preserve 
a Wholesome rural civilization are well 

30 known. They include economic and cultural 
opportunities no less than those enjoyed by 
~he urban population, and life supernatural
lzed by' the teachings of Jesus Christ as made 
known by His Church. When this happy 

condition is realized: the farming community 
will spontaneously communicate the funda": 
mental values peculiarly its own to the whole 
social body and receive from it in return its 
due measure of benefit. 

Divine Providence has blessed the United 
States with an abundance of natural resources, 
and especially a vast expanse of land. The 
possibilities for a great and satisfying rural 
civilization here seem almost' incalculable. 
Assuredly, no little expenditure of effort will 
be necessary to make the most of the oppor
tunity that presents itself. The attractions of 
the city are undoubtedly powerful, and if in 
the face of these the country is to hold its 
people, life on the countryside must be en
riched, and made secure and 'inviting. Its 
economic, social and cultural standards must 
be raised, Its facilities for religious worship, 
for ed!lcatiol1 and recreation must be in-
creased. , ~ 

The National Catholic Rural Life Conference 
which publishes the CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 
BULLETIN has labored effectively in the past 
in the important field of rural Catholic Ac
tion. Under the guidance of the Bishops 
directing the National Catholic Welfare Con
ference, of which, through the Rural Life 
Bureau, the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference is an' organic part, it has accom
plished much in promoting a better under
standing of the problems of agriculture and 
of hastening the day of their solution. May 
it enjoy the continued blessing of God and 
an ever increasing measure of success. 

With sentiments of profound esteem, and 
with all good wishes, I beg to remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

. Archbishop of Laodicea 
. Apostolic Delegate. 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFt; :8ULLETI.N . • '. _ MAY 19n I 



THE JA(ISTES AND FOUR-H 

Jt;'- .1.4 ~, 5.J. 

RECALLING, in a previous 
number of the CATHOLIC 

RURAL LIFE BULLETIN, impres
sions of a summer spent in Europe 
in 1938, I noted as an outstand
ing impression the vitality of the 
Jaciste movement in Belgium, 
France and several other closely 
associated countries. The Jaciste 
movement is the agrarian counter
part of the Jociste or J. O. C. 
( J eunesse Ouvriere Chretienne) , 
and takes its name from the ini
tials J. A. C. (Jeunesse Agricole 
Chretienne) , "Christian Rural 
Youth." The J. A. C. has spread 
already to French Canada, along 
with the J. O. C. Both of these 
movements form part of a wider 
scheme animated by the same gen
eral idea', namely, the "spiritual 
conqu'est of the environment" or 
"milieu," through a well planned 
method of direct yet systematized 
personal apostolate. By the envi
ronment, is meant not merely the 
physical environment, but that 
particular type of human associa
tion with which young men and 
women are brought :into most 
immediat~ and constant contact 
through their daily occupation. It 
is the environment of one's "fel
lows"-of those who share most 
closely the same psychology, the 
same social, occupational and eco
nomic conditions. This environ
mental approach rests upon the 
basic idea that like may only be 
effectively reached by like; a truth 
long recognized by radical groups 
and agitators, but frequently 
neglected in religious circles. 

The first application of this idea 
was made to the' industrial or fac
tory environment, in the case of 
the yoUng Catholic workers of 
Belgium, with whom the famous 

Abbe, later Canon Cardijn ongl
nated the phenomenally successful 
apostolate of the J. O. C. From 
this came the other "specialized 
movements," whose leaders are 
quick to explain that they are 
"specialized" only in the group
ing of the persons they reach, not 
the work of "specialists." Among 
these are the student groups, J. E. 
C. (Jeunesse Etudiantine); the 
University students, J. U. c.; the 
"Independents," J. I. c.; the 
maritime and sailor elements, the 
Jeunesse Maritime, the Boursiers 
or Stock Exchange employees in 
Brussels and Paris;. the. aviation 
and airport employees~ ,?en the 
high society or "socialite groups. 
Uniformly there are parallel young 
men's and young women's organ
izations, distinguished by F. 
(feminine), the J. A. C. F., etc. 

Far from pursuing uniformity, 
originators of each movenient seek 
to develop considerable individu
ality in each of the major group
ings, each with a tradition and 
psychology all its own. Hence the 
Jacistes, though following the 
same general plan as the J. O. 
c., have already created their own 
tradition and atmosphere, which 
is drawn from the innermost cul
tural and religious depths of the 
"environment" m which they 
work. 

The J. A. C. movement did 
not spring from the mind of a 
single person, in an untried field, 
but followed a series of religious 
and social movements for Catho
lic rural life that had already 
existed; such, in France, as the 
rural correspondence schools, rural 
study weeks, the Catholic Union 
of Rural France, and various local 
rural life associations. The J. A. 

C. movement in France is .usual! 
dated from 192 9, though it 1/ 
officially accepted by the A. C. 7 
F., French national Cathol: 
A . ., It 

ctlon orgamzatlOn, as one of th 
"specialized movements," on St

e 

John's Day, June 29, 1931. Lz 
J eunesse Agricole ( ':Rural 
Youth"), its official organ, dates 
from March 1, 1930. At its first 
national congress at T Ours, in 
September, 1935, more than three 
thousand young farmers 
announced their intention to 
"bring their brethren back to 
Christianity," under the presidency 
of Leon d'Hem. Last year the 
organization had 1,300 local units 
and 55,000 subscribers to its peri. 
odical. 

Those of us who are familiar 
with the remarkable progress that 
the 4-H Club movement has made 
in the United States among rural 
boys and girls in recent years, will 
naturally be inclined to ask if 
there is any comparison between 
these two movements, either as to 
scope Or as to methods. 

At first sight there might seem 
to be considerable resemblance, for 
they both are positively dedicated 
to the rural field; both are orga
nized on a similar plan of local. 
regional and national units; both 
are directed to the youth of either 
sex, and both lay a strong stress 
upon certain personal virtues and 
attitudes, and upon pride and 
enthusiasm for the agricultural 
life. Closer inspection reveals more 

. differences, perhaps, than resem
blances. Nevertheless, differences 
and resemblances lead to the belief 
that each group, if they were bet
ter acquainted, could readily learn 
from the other. For that reason. 
I greatly wish thati such direct 
contact were established. Such con
tact would be achieved if priestS 
who are in charge of Catholic 4-
H groups in the United States 
would take the trouble to visit 
chaplains (aumoniers) of the ~. 
A. C. abroad, and vice versa; d 
the youth leaders of the respec-
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very obvious difference 
the two movements is in 

of those who take 
in them; their social and edu-

cational condition. 

The 4-H Olubs are formed 
among the grade and high school 
boys and girls; the Jacistes are 
young peasants who have finished 
their schooling, usually at four
teen, and expect to marry' at a 
fairly early age. The 4-H work is 
an amplification, on an extra-cur
ricular basis, of secondary school 
w'ork, carried on to a much later 
period than these young Euro
peans enjoy. The Jaciste move~ 
me1i.t is aimed at the entire life 
of the rural world, in every phase; 
it is intended literally to trans
form this world, to attack it at 
the very roots, through a moral 
revolution. 

The Jaciste is taught to regard 
the rural world in which he lives 
as a natural unit, and his task is 
to perfect its unity. The curse of 
French rural communities is the 
long established and devastating 
division between the religious and 
conservative elements, on the one 
side; and the radical and irreli
gious, on the other. The task of 
the Jaciste is to break down that 
division, and unite all elements in 
the community by reviving their 
religious faith. 

For this reason, the Jaciste 
movement is primarily a religious 
affair. It is not just an instrument 

fitted into Catholic religious and 
educational activity, as is the 4-H., 
but derives directly from religious 
truth. 

The meaning of this may be 
clearer if we consider more in 
detail some of the characteristic 
ideas of the J,acistes. These are bet
ter understood when seen ill 
action. Personal acquaintance witE. 
the movement will show that the 
Jacistes mean business with their 
ideology. 

When a country priest in France 
brings a group of these young 
peasant men and girls together to 
form a Jaciste unit, he begins by 
teaching them the "Virtues of the 
,Jaciste." These are expressed in 
'the formula: "Be proud! Be pure! 
Be joyous! Be conquering!" Some
thing very definite is understood 
under each heading, some!ting 
opposed to ;the dead weight! of 
apathy that has settled dowl1 over 
man y of the rural districts of. 
France, even though that nation's 
rural population comprises .;ome 
18,000,000 out of her 41,000,-
000 total; an attitude which 
results from the pressure ;)f the 
modern industrial age; an attituGz 
which has drained and is stiU 
draining the countryside of its best 
youth. 

They are to be proud: first, of 
being peasants or rural dwellers 
and livers, with all the familiar 
country-life motives. They are to 
be proud not in sentiment alone, 
,but professionally proud, which 
is where they come in line with 
the 4-H movement. They are to 
be competent in whatever line they 
may be engaged, as farmers, as 
members of a rural community, 
etc. Pride in farming, for instance, 
is nourished by vigorous symbol
ism and appeals to imagination, by 
rural dramas, rural festivals, etc. 
There are higher flights, too, 
splendid liturgical revivals, open
air Masses, etc. Drama plays a 
great part in all this. One of the 
most interesting features of the 
annual Social Week (Semaine 
Sociale) held at Rouen in 1938, 
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THE' BENEDICITE 

All ye works of the Lord. bless the 
Lord: praise and exalt Him above all 
forever 
o ye angels of the Lord. bless the 
Lord: bless the Lord. 0 ye heavens. 
o all ye waters that are above the 
heavens. bless the Lord: bless the 
Lord. 0 all ye powers of the Lord. 
o ye sun and moon. bl~ss the Lord: 
bless the Lord. 0 ye stars of heaven. 
o all ye showers and dew. bless ye 
the Lord: bless the Lord. 0 all ye 
spirits of God. 
o ye fire and heat. bless the Lord: 
bless the Lord. 0 ye winter and sum
mer. 
o ye dews and hoarfrost. bless the 
Lord: bless the Lord. 0 ye frost and 
cold. 
o ye ice and snow. bless the Lord: 
bless the Lord. 0 ye nights and days. 
o ye light and darkness. bless the 
Lord; bless the Lord. 0 ye lightnings 

, and clouds. 
. ,0 let the earth bless the Lord; let 
.ot7it praise and exalt Him above all for 

ever. 
o ye mountaiJlS and hills. bless the 
Lord: bless the Lord. 0 all ye things 
that spring up in the earth. 
o ye fountains. bless the Lord: bless 
the Lord. 0 ye seas and rivers. 
o ye whales. and all that move in the 
water. bless the Lord: bless the Lord. 
o all ye fowls of the air. 
o all ye beasts and cattle, bless the 
Lord: bless the Lord, 0 ye sons of 
men. 
o let Israel bless the Lord; let them 
praise and exalt Him above all for 
ever. 
o ye priests of the Lord, bless the 
Lord: bless the Lord, 0 ye servants 
of the Lord. 
o ye spirits and souls of the just, bless 
the Lord: bless the Lord, 0 ye holy 
and humble of heart. 
o Ananias. Azarias. and Misael, bless 
ye the Lord: praise and exalt Hiin 
above all for ever. 
Let us bless the Father, and the Son, 
with the Holy Ghost: let' us praise and 
exalt Him above all for ever. 
Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord, in the firm
ament of heaven: worthy to be prais
ed and glorified, and exalted above 
all for ever. 

3 



was acq'!lple of simple but grip
ping playl~tsfrom rural life per
formed, out of doors by young 
Jacistearilsts and artistes, in rough 
working clothes, with a barn and 
a load ,of straw for scenery. 

As aid to pt;ofessional pride, the 
.Jaciste organization prpvides cer
tain services, through correspond
ence and otherwise. In this respect, 
however, they have greatly to learn 
from the 4-H, which is unparal-

The Jacistes in Paris 

Twenty-five thousand members 
of the Jacistes/ (French rural y~uth 
organintion)/ gathered in Paris 
on 'May 8 from sixteen hundred 
villages of the nationl to celebrate 
the tenth anniversary of their es
tablishment. The five French Car
dinal Archbishops honored the 
Congress by their presencel as 
did also the Patriarch of Antiochl 

seven Archbishopsi and some 
fifty Bishops. 

Evidently the rural youth of 
France appreciate the heritage 
that is theirsl and are determined 
to preserve it. 

leled in its organization of prac
tical projects and its assemblage of 
technical information. The J aciste 
leaders could confer no more prac
tical service on their own organi
zation than to send a competent 
committee to the United States 
who would see the 4-H project 
work in action. 

They are to be "proud" of being 
Christian or Catholic, overcoming 
human . respect in their religious 
practice; and proud of Christ, 
their, Leader, which pride they 
sho~ in the practical fashion of 
incorporating the study of the 

4 

weekly Gospel as an essential part 
of their meetings. 

Purity is the second great Jaciste 
virtue, which leads to a very defi
nite attitude towards courtship and 
marriage. Purity is to be regarded 
not as a merely negative virtue, a 
mere avoidance of what is impure, 
but as something aggressive and 
positive, the prerogative of the 
strong. Social conditions of 
Europe, early military service, and 
the somewhat different relations 
of the sexes place this matter in a 
more drastic form before their 
youth, and compel an equally 
drastic decision. 

"Be joyous" sounds flat to 
American ears, but the Jaciste puts 
it into immediate effect by a vig
orous cultut;al revival. The Jaciste 
movement has made a specialty of 
song as' the principal aid to joy. 
Hundreds of old foJk-songs and 
folk-hymns have been brought 
back to life, and local peas'ant cos
tumes, folk-dances, anciensJrnys.; 
tery plays, etc.; along WIth the 
sports and games that appeal to 
youth all over the world. 

The "conquering" idea relates 
to the direct influence which each 
individual Jaciste boy or girl is 
expected to exert upon his com
munity. It is based upon the idea 
of the apostolate as implied in the 
very idea of the Christian life. 

In order not to waste time and 
effort, a carefully articulated plan 
has been worked out, based upon 
the threefold program of "see, 
judge, and act." The J aciste' s first 
duty is to "see": to form a clear, 
accurate and perfectly realistic pic
ture of the part of the world that 
he lives in. A certain simple tech
nique of social analysis is provided 
for making an "investigation" 
(enquete). This, the Jaciste must 
do himself, not have it provided 
for him. 

The investigation completed, 
the next job is to form conclu
sions, to "judge" in a practical 
fashion; as to what may be done 
to remedy matters. Distinction is 
made between immediate and 
llong-term programs; between 

those things which the ......... 'lnh. 

or' local group can do for 
selves, and those for which 
aid of other organizations, 
religious, must be enlisted. 
a practical agenda has been 
ated, there remains then to ' 
both personally and 
Again precise concepts are 
as to the type of action that 
represents the Christian spirit, on 
the one hand, and the needs of the 
rural situation, on the other. 

As the Jaciste movement pro. 
gresses, the scope and importance 
of its investigations increase, and 
assume national proportions. One 
of the most 'remarkable of these 
investigations was taken up this 
past winter by the J. A. C. F., 
young women's branch of the J. 
A. c., in fifteen regions of France, 
on the subject of home conditions 
under a threefold aspect: neglected 
homes, deserted homes, flourishing 
homes. 

The reports were grievously 
realistic. The inv:estigation cov· 
ered the pitiable situation of young 
girl clomestic servants on farms; 
grinding poverty; overcrowded 
living quarters; obstacles to mar· 
riage. Human documents were 
accumulated, some alarming; oth
ers vigorous, amusing, inspiring, 
Similar studies were made of the 
condition of women in the vine
growing districts, covering every 
phase of their life, economic, reli
gious and social. 

A heavy burden of responsibil
ity is laid upon the chaplains or 
spiritual di\rectors of the J aciste 
units and groups of units. A spe
cial bulletin is published on the~r 
behalf, and much attention IS 

given to the matter of direction 
and guidance while encouraging 
initiative. Particular stress is laid 
upon the work of rural retreats, 
which are made under informal 
circumstances, at a minimum of 
expense. 

The strength of rural Euro~e 
lies in its peasantry: their tra~l
tions, their closeness to the sad. 
their corporate and practical spirit. 
The strength of our rural United 
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is in the preservation of our 
way," which is not the 

of a peasantry, but the way 
middle class. American farm 

is not condemned as in 
to such isolation from the 
advantages of the city; it 

be easier here than there to 
this gap; and our rural high 
provides the shop for draft-

ing such a bridge. It gives our 
country boys and girls an oppor
tunity to familiarize thOO1sCtlves 
with the technical side of agricul
ture and to learn principles of 
cooperation and rural civics before 
they are plunged, as in Europe, 
into the serious business of earn
ing a living and founding a home. 

.On the other hand, there is need 
of a specific, intense and driving 
spiritual ideal to vitalize this rural· 
life program presented to Ameri
can youth in the high school. That 
ideal, in good part, has been lack
ing. Much more than an appeal to 
"enlightened self -interest" as 
Future Farmers or exhibition 
prize-winners is needed if rural 
life is to hold its own against the 
presentterriffic odds, The full 
pow~r of ~iving Falth must be 
called into play. The Sodality of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 
United States has already recog
nized this need, and is showing 
its recognition by incorporating 
rural Catholic Action into its sys
tem of local organization and i~to 
its adult-education program. To 
create a new organization, or to 
transplant "Jacism" to this coun
try would be im1?ractical. But 
every vital Catholic movement has 
a lesson to convey, and the lesson 
of the J acistes is the tremendous 
dynamism that resides lin a life 
built on the personal love of 
Christ, when applied with method 
and determination to· the prob
lems of the rural parish, the rural 
community, and the rural home. 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE· BULLETIN 

It is natural for the priest, an "alter Christus", to love children. 
In the pursuit of his vocation it just arranges itself that he exercises 
solicitude for the lambs of his flock. From his prayer-life is never 
excluded the yearning that God preserve their lovely innocence, 
that He keep them untouched by the world that has lost its taste 
for things of the spirit. He may consider his priestly career entirely 
successful if at its close he can report to the Lord: "While I was 
with them, I kept them in Thy name. Those whom Thou gavest 
me have I kept; and none of them is lost". 

It is gratifying to the country pastor to observe that the theme of 
Christ as the friend of children is frequently-usually indeed
written against a rural background. Every picture of this subject 
which I have seen, I think, portrays Our Lord in the midst of 
country children, in their own milieu, which is that of meadows 
and mountains, of trees and flowers. 

Of course I would not suggest that Jesus did not love the city 
children of Jerusalem. They knew He loved them, for did they not 
return His affection by strewing palms in the way and chanting 
their joyous: "Hosanna to the Son of David"? 

Nor do I mean thi,lt the Si!lvior would not have a place in His heart 
for the Dead En.d youhg,ster, of today, or the members of the Gas 
House gang. Quite certainW He had them in mind as well as the 
under-privileged waifs of all ages when He said: "He that shall 
scandalize one of these little ones that believe in me, it were better 
for him that a millstone should be hanged about his neck, and 
that he should be drowned in the depth of the sea." 

But I simply mean to say that after Christ had noticed the question
ings of the pharisees, insisting that from the beginning marriage 
was indissoluble, and that it was only the hardness of their hearts 
that brought about the concession in the Mosaic law allowing 
adultery to dissolve the marriage bond, He sought relief from the 
craftiness of the pharisees, in the refreshing company of little 
people of the countryside. Tired and weary He must have been, and 
the well-meaning apostles wished to rescue Him from what they 
considered an annoyance. They attempted actually to disperse the 
children; but He was displeased with their attitude and rebuked 
them mildly. Turning from all that which was foul in the hearts 
of the pharisees to the purity of the hearts of the children, He 
found solace in their innocence. He drew them to His sacred per
son, warning those within hearing: "Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of God" ••• Embracing them, and laying his hands upon them, 
He blessed them. 

These children sought so little from Christ; ours do not ask much 
of us. They don't want expensive equipment or extensive programs. 
If we country pastors just register a little enthusiastic interest 
in their problems, give them our advice and counsel, stimulate 
their initiative, encourage them in their work and hobbies, open 
to them some new aspects of life, admire their gardens and flowers, 
compliment them on the May altars in their homes, occasionally 
visit them to share a meal or join in some game, ask 'how they are 
getting along in school; only this, and they will seek our company 
as they did that of the good Master, for of such is the kingdom of 
God in the country. 
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THE FAMILY AND·., 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

IT has become trite to speak of 
a crisis of civilization, and yet, 

to judge by the complacent atti
tude ()f pulpit, press, and politi
cians, few are aware even now of 
the depth and breadth of the world 
revolution in which we currently 
find ourselves. . The world has 
become so atomized that everyone 
seems to see only the symptoms 
most disturbing to the order of 
his own life, and fails to correlate 
these obvious symptoms with the 
more 'remote manifestations of 
world disturbance, though, in real
ity,. both may have the same 
source. Moreover, in most 
instances, we are wont to take note 
quickly of the material evils affect-

, ing our lives and, because we fail 
to recognize their intimate con
nection with coexisting spiritual 
evils which more often than not 
are the root of the trouble, we 
seize upon purely material nos
trums and are puzzled and 
annoyed because they fail to rem
edy the situation. 

In America until the arrival of 
the Great Depression, we as a 
nation lived on from year to year 
blissfully unaware of. the very 
existence of a Social Question in 
our midst. True, there was some 
unemployment, there were occa
slonal bloody labor strikes, there 
were slums in the big cities, there" 
was a steady increase of crime 
despite the increasing annual out
lay for popular education, the 
newspapers and politicians spoke 
of trouble and dissatisfaction in 
the farm belt where mortgage fore
closures' ,showed an alarming 
in!,':rease and tenant farming 

became almost ther ,rule, divorce' 
statistics were growing and the 
birth rate was slowing down. But: 
few were aware that· all these 
things were intimately related' 
beneath the surface. . Moreover, 

'business was still good. By and 
large America was prosperous; sta-. 
tistics could be produced at a' 
moment's notice to confound the 
war~ings of the Catholic Central 
Verein and those 'who later became 
the leaders of tl;1e present National 
C~tholic Rural Life, Lilnference, 
with figures to show ~ad more: 
autos, more telephones, more bath-; 
tubs, more tractors and reapers and; 
threshing machines per capita than 
any other nation on earth. And so, 
the warnings went unheeded while 
America confidently faced a future 
of two cars in every garage and a: 
chicken in every pot. , 

Actually, the Depression has 
had a sobering effect on the peo
ple. There has been a manifest ten~, 
dency to re-examine the advantages 
and disadvantages of the age of 
super-industrialism, to abolish 
some of its worst inequities and 
disfranchisements, to make read~ 
justments which would distribute 
the achievements and benefits of 
modern invention and mass pro~ 
duction to a greater number of the 
people. , 

I 

But, unfortunately, the critical 
examination of modern capitalism 
and its concomitant social, cul
tural and politcal aspects has not; 
by arid large, penetrated beneath 
the surface to discover underlying 
errors, and the remedies applied 
'with such quantities of political 

ballyhoo are therefore not oni 
inadequate, but are actually of suc~ 
a kind that their net results may 
serve to plunge all of us still fur. 
ther into an inextricable social, eco. 
nomic, and political maze. For the 
underlying error is not one of 
technological inefficiency; nor is it 
of economic or social disfranchise_ 
ment, or political disintegration_ 
All these things are but manifesta. 
tions of the much more fundamen_ 
tal error-the mortal error of Lib
eralism. 

Liberalism has so many conno
tations today that it is necessary to 
digress for a moment to define 
what we mean by the term. We 
are referring to the philosophy of 
life which looks upon the human 
being as the self-sufficient reposi
tory of virtue, denying, therefore. 
the necessity of supernatural laws 
and sanctions by which the con
duct of individuals as well as of 
society as.a whole must be guided. 
Its spiritual fathers are the philos
ophers of the so-called Enlighten
ment and the Encyclopaedists of 
the eighteenth century. Politically 
it found expression in the French 
Revolution and, to a lesser extent, 
in the American Declaration of 
Independence. Economically, its 
principal doctrinaire IS Adam 
Smith. 

While it cannot be gainsaid 
that Liberalism in its manifold 
expressions freed society of much 
accumulated unessential debris of a 
by-gone social order, the damage 
it wrought in essential concepts far 
outweighed any good it may have 
accomplished. For in giving the 
coup de grace to outmoded Feu
dalism and the special privileges 
held by the ossified estates, it al,s~ 
completed wrecking of the S,oC1~: 
organism, and reduced "Society 
to self-sufficient individuals held 
together by the ephemeral social 
contract which became the only 
basis of the State. 

While it would lead beyond the 
purposes of this article to trace the 
resulting developments in the field 
of economics and general culture, l 
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be, noted that a general 
has been the development Of 

·.·conflict ·of each against all. in 
evgry department of life. The fun~ 
damental . harm . was .' wrought, 
however, l~ the dlsr~ptlOn of the 
former socIal organIsm through 
the. destruction of the concept of 
tbefamily as the tundamental unit 
of organic society. The curren t 
prevalence of divorce and legalized 
bigamy, the shabby remnants of 
family life as illustrated by the 
growth of small~unit apartments 
not only in the large metropoles 
but also in the smaller cities, the 
steadily declining birth rate, the 
pbenomenal development of "serv~ 
ice" industries which take over 
more and more functions of the 
well-ordered home, the increasing 
intrusion of educationists and of 
youth directors-all of these are 
not accidentals of modern life; 
they are symptomatic of the mate~ 
rialistic concept which leaves no 
room for the family, but knows 
only soul~less individuals useful to 
those .. who constitute the State., 

And even now, because this fun~ 
damental error still remains 
unrecognized, the destruction of 
family life continues, nay is even 
promoted in some instances, by the 
very forces which are seeking to 
mitigate the evils wrought by Lib~ 

I=OUND IN THE 

eralism in the economic sphere. 
The world is still attempting to 
drive out the devil with Beelzebub. 
Unwilling to recognize that the 
deep~down remedy must be sought 
in a return to the laws of 
God, reformers and politicians 
insist on attempting to bling 
about readjustments and reforms 
solely on the basis of man~made 
legislation. Worse than that, since 
these efforts-consciously or 
unconsciously-continue to be 
based on the false concepts of soci~ 
ety fathered by Liberalism, their 
net result is bound to be an even 
more efficient secularization of life same, unless spiritual reforms 
and a more empiric destruction of speedily enter the situation. The 
the spiritual values of human exist~ logic of historic development is 
ence. inescapable! Destroy the organic 

That the family will again be a structure of Society, establish the 
victim is apparent from the nature individual as the basic social unit, 
of the development. In fact, the rob human beings of the dignity 
horrible example is already all too of a soul which transcends an 
apparent in Russia and Germany, earthly lif~, .a~d of t~e, safeguards 
where the crassly materialistic sys~', of re~ponslblhty to dIVIne laws-,
terns, proposing a complete reform .land In the, end a super~State wIll 
of the evils of liberalistic Capital~ arrogate to Itself the sole control, of 
ism, have succeeded in all but the mass of human robots whIch 
destroying the essential nature of remain. 
the family, reducing it for all prac~ Evidences of this threatening 
tical purposes to the unspeakable development are not lacking in the 
estate of breedit;tg pens of the State ! United States. In the opinion of 

But outside of Russia and Ger~ all too many social tinkerers the 
many, the endpoint of materiaIis- modern State can get along very 
tic civilization is bound to be the (Continued on Page 8) 

p"t tv" e.,.. 
EDITOR'S MAIL... --;--~~''':l~ 

Q\ I, ,c"ft,.M", f1.J#w~t:;y.,... 11 

try to do it. If quite a few of them do it, there's 
YO~t movement. 

:JAJ w' "I think those of us who are supposed to be 
Iff" leaders or teachers usually vitiate most that we say 

by failing to see this. We are signposts instead of 
guides. We point the way but do not ourselves go a 
step in the indicated direction. And thus of course we 
have no right to expect that anyone else should go 
either. Certainly, I know that we can make plausible 
excuses for not going, but those whom we teach have 
a still more plausible excuse-the fact that we our~ 
selves don't go. 

¥ ""v0t 11 ~) 
" ... Here is a thing tha1 inter;sts me always: 

the part to be pIa ed b the ind" aI, and especially 
~IVl ua In t erst person-I, me, myself
In any reform such as we rural lifers are attempting. 
In. general, We are so used to doing things in cam ~ 
palgns and drives and crusades, that we expect all 
action to be after the manner of mass production. 
The result is of course that no one person will do 
anything unless he is a part of a movement, and 
because everybody waits for everybody else there isn't 
any movement. We don't realize that everything 
Worth while ,is brought about by ~ingle individuals 
who see what oughtto be done and with God's help 

"Now to come down to the concrete: we believe 
that in a healthy rural society, as many things as 
possible should be produced at home. We talk long 
and long about production ~'for use." All, right, let 
us who are leaders make the effort and take the time 
to produce as many as possible of the things that we 
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well without smaller· organizations 
not directly under its control. The 
private social and charitable enter
prises. in these opinions. are obso
lete and ought to be taken over by 
the State. the Works Progress 
Administration. the National 
Youth Administration. the 
National Education Association 
with its perennial clamor for 
greater Federal control of educa
tion. are only beginnings. State 
control of industry and agriculture. 
of medicine and hospitalization. of 
youth welfare agencies. of employ
ment facilities and of pensions. 
State ownership of homes and 
farms and of the tools of industry 
and the agencies of culture are mile
posts along the road ahead. and in 
the end we are certain to have a 
citizenry goose-stepping along 
without thought or volition 
according to the direction of the 
few who presume to speak of 
themselves as the State! 

There remains. of course. an 
alternative: for human beings. 
endowed with mind and free will. 
need not be the slaves of blind des
tiny. but the courageous fashion
ersof their own happier future. If 
this were not true. then the dismal 
expositions of Spengler in his 
U ntergang des Abendlandes could 
well remain as the final classic of 
the West and all further diagnoses 
would be superfluous. 

. But if the world is to avoid the 
,hideous' spectre of collectivized 
State~ism which is the penalty of 
a perverted' liberty. men must 
return to the divinely ordained 
laws which govern the growth and 
functioning of the social organism. 
And the primary cell of that 
organism is the family. correctly 
understood not only as the cradle 
of children but also as the cradle 
of economy and culture. The 
nationally known School of Liv
ing has given excellent pointers 
concerning the proper functioning 
of the family as an economic unit, 
and the economists who never 
ceased to advocate the transfer of 
essentially family enterprise to the 
"more efficient" mass production 
corporations may soon be relegated 
to the limbo of false prophets. 
But 'little has been done. up to 
now, to re-establish the family as 
the cradle of religion and culture, 
which alone dm .re-people the 
world with human 'p~onalities 
capable of unmaking the harm 
wrought by centuries of heresy. 
Unfortunately, many of the cur
rerit efforts. well-meaning though 
they are. instead of fortifying this 
aspect of family life. have the ten
dency further to reduce the prac
tical internal development of the 
family. So important is this 
aspect of the re-establishment of 

full-blown family life, 
that the school.' the various 
org.anizati0dns and even such meri. 
tonous an necessary enterprises 
th~s~ devoted to the. teaching ~ 
rehgion. must exerCise watchfUl 
care lest because of their practices 
they come to be looked upon a 
substitutes rather than as auxiliar; 
agents of the home and family. 

Perhaps it is too early to devise 
a rounded-out program for the reo 
establishment of the family. We 
might better be satisfied with small 
beginnings. Perhaps, also. We 

ought to devote first efforts to 
bringing about a new respect for 
the home and the family through 
the recognition. in season and Out 
of season. that the security and 
orderly development of the State 
is impossible without the proper 
functioning of the families upon 
which it rests. At any rate. 
the more profoundly the lead
ers of social reform preoccupy 
themselves with the current criti
cal phases of the social revolution 
which had its remote beginnings 
ahnost two hundred years ago. the 
more convinced will they become 
of the focal position the family 
occupies in the reforms which are 
necessary if society is to avoid the 
full force of collectivization and 
State tyranny which appear to be 
the only alternative. 

need. At least we will be showing that we mean what 
we say. 

move! Let us make a promise to ourselves that in the 
future we will not advocate a single course of action 
which we ourselves, circumstances permitting, are not 
willing to take. And then let us take it as we 
preach it. 

, 'We believe that physical work is a necessary 
and a dignified thing. All right, let us work. and 
hard, too. We believe that the somewhat frugal com
fort of the farm home is itself the ideal standard of 
living. All right. let us conform to that standard. 

"And so we could go down the list of our car
clinal principles-the things that we have been talk
ing and writing about for a long time-and check 
up on ourselves. 

"Now to get back to the original point. We are 
not simply leaders, you and I and all the clergy and 
laity who are interested in the movement and who 
write in the BULLETIN. We are also individuals, and 
we see what needs to be done. There are enough of 
us to' constitute a movement by ourselves. So let us 

"One of the finest lines in literature. I think. is 
found in the prologue of Chaucer'sCanterbury Tales, 
where in describing the parish priest, the author says: 

But Christes lore, and His Apostles twelve 
He taught, but first He followed it Himself. 

. "Anyway, that is an excellent example for any
one who wants to teach anything. And I feel it most 
strongly myself, that I personally must not ever 
allow my words to outrun my actions. (Of course 
do it, but I recognize that I am thereby doing wropg 
and spoiling things). We have got to have integnty 
of personality-life and teaching, •• ," 
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HSIDER THE' PERSON 

0, F all the current proposals for 
" ,'reform, none i:; subject to 
such foolish and ill-founded 
attacks as the back-to-the-land 
movement. Learned men make a 
great pretense of studying other 
theories which challenge the status 
quo, The numerous isms are topics 
for weighty discussions, and some 
of them find their way into the 
college curriculum; all of them are 
material for impressive books, 
heavy with even more impressive 
footnotes. But the establishment of 
a peasantry, which is actually the 
most revolutionary of all pro
grams since it would involve the 
greatest number of economic and 
social changes, is brushed aside 
with a careless "Naive," "Ridicu
lous," or "Impossible." Or it is 
scornfully dismissed on the 
assumption that a society predom
inately rural is primitive and 
uncultured. Rarely is the case for 
rural life condemned on the truth 
or falsity of its premises, for few 
bother to learn what those prem
isesare, Nor do they stop to con
sider that assumptions are often 
based on prejudice and imagina" 
tion. 
, There is, however, one charge 

sometimes made that is worthy of 
careful consideration. It is: a peas
antry tends to make the individual 
person mediocre. Rural life, it is 
objected, is overly conservative. It 
is a non-changing system, a kind 
of routine which takes all the time 
and saps an the sd~ngth of its 
members. A peasantry stifles the 
expansion of the person and con
demns him to an ,incomplete and 
commonplace existence. 

The same ob jectidn is seem
ingly made by the brilliant schol
ars and militant Christians who 

make up the Esprit group in 
France. They write: 

"Some who fear that man's cre
ations will finally destroy him are 
now talking, but in terms that are 
only apparently akin to our own, 
of leading man back once more to 
things he can handle safely, as if 
the problem were not rather to 
elevate man to those things which 
he can really contemplate and to 
enlarge their sphere. Such men are 
talking of a return to the soil, of 
a crusade for the crafts, of preser
vation of the small business con
cern, of naive regionalism. . . " 
The person is a power of in:tin~te' } 
expansion. And as such it waS"V 
never meant to inspire anymedio
cre system that prevents the attain
ment of true greatness" (A Person
alist Manifesto, 100-101). 

Now that is a very, serious 
charge. If it is true, then neither 
as Catholics nor as citizens of the 
United States have we the right 
to sponsor the rural life movement. 
We deserve condemnation if we 
are trying to impose a system on 
men which, though it enables 
Society to function without seri
ous problems, hampers the expan
sion of the person. We deserve con
demnation if we are merely defeat
ists, 'dlstrustfulof niail's creative 
abilities and his personal, freedom, 
and therefore seek to thrust him 
back into ,a way of life which is 
simple and safe but no more. 
Indeed; if land and craft 'move
ments are no more than means of 
supplying economic security, at the 
expense of attainment of personal 
perfection" they ought to be 
junked. 

But these things are true only if 
one conceives rural life as merely 
an; f<!conomic occupation. They pre-
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suppose that rural life is primarily 
a system in which men enjoy 
safety and freedom from want. To 
expose this fallacy ought to be one 
of the principal objectives pfthose 
interested in the rural life move::' 
ment. For farming is first of all 
a way of life, and only secondarily, 
an occupation for making an 
income. Its principal values are of 
a transcendental nature. It is not 
a static, negative system,' a D:lere 
protest against more complex ways 
of living. It is a vital society. It 
must develop and progtessas well 
as any other. It is a positive mode, 
of life, with its own end and its 
own means for achieving that end. 
And it can be honestly aPRtaised 
only by cdnsidering itscorttrjbu
tion, or handicap, to the perfection' 
of the individual person ariq i6'ihe:: 
three great societies: family,' st,ai~'i: 
and church. It will be suiIi~~~piJo,i, 
the scope of this paper L ,t,q ;tr~t; 
briefly of th~ Q'ppo1:tu:n.it~e,s, ;i,9t 
reaching perfection which the per
son may find in rural life. 

There is the temptation to dis
pose of the objection that rural life: 
stifles the person by reminding the 
objectors of the alternatives. Cer-

tainly, as compared with life in 
present-day industrial areas, in the 
coal mining regions, in the tene
ments and slums of the metropo
litan districts, farm life shines as, 
an example of a society whiGh 
respects the person. "A return tp 
the soil" may be "leading mall 
back Ol,1cemore t? thillgs;he r,all 
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ALTISSIMO, OMNIPOTENTE, BON SldNORE 

(The Sun Song of St. Francis) 

Most high omnipotent good Lord, 
Thine are the praises, the glory, the honor, and all benediction. 
To thee alone, Most High, do they belong, 
And no man is worthy to mention thee. 
Praised be thou, my Lord, with all they creatures, 
Especially the honored Brother Sun, 
Who makes the day and illumines us through thee. 
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor 
Bears the signification of thee, Most High One. 
Praised be thou, my. Lord, for Sister Moon and. the stars, . 
Thou hast formed them in heaven clear and precIous and beautiful. 
Praised be thou, my Lord, for Brother Wind, ..' 
And for the air and cloudy and clear and every weather, 
By which thou givest sustenance to thy creatures. 
Praised be thou, my Lord, for Sister Water, 
Which is very useful and humble and pr~cious and chaste. 
Praised be thou, my Lord, for Brother Fire, 
By whom thou lightest the night, 
And he is beautiful and jocund and robust and strong. 
Praised be thou, my Lord, for our sister Mother Earth, 
Who sustains and governs us, 
And produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbage. 
Praise and bless my Lord and give him thanks 
And serve him with great humility. 

handle safely"; if so, it is an acci
dentai aspect. The important 
objective is to put him in an envi
ronment which is far more whole
some and far more friendly to his 
dignity as a person than that from 
which he is led. 

But the desirability of rural life 
is not based on relative compari
sons. It can. be demonstrated objec
tively that membership in a rural 
society provides ample opportun
ity for perfection of the person. 
Man, being a union of body and 
soul, has needs which correspond 
to both of those elements in his 
nature. As an animal he has phy
sical needs, needs which must be 
satisfied every day of his life if he 
is to remain alive. Few deny that 
rural life is better fitted than any 
other to satisfy these bodily neces
sities. As long as the farmer 
remains a producer of raw mate
rials from which food, clothing, 

. and shelter may be derived, he 

takes second place to none in acces
sibility of securing these necessities. 

But bodily needs are, after all, 
base needs, and man has them in 
com'mon with the animals. That 
which makes a man to be a man 
is his soul, the spiritual element in 
his nature. The soul is the secret 
of the person, just as it is the life . 
and form of the body. As the soul 
expands, so the person expands; as 
the soul is permitted to develop, 
so the personality develops. And 
the perfection of the soul is the 
perfection of the person. Since the 
will and the intellect are the two 
principal faculties of the soul, the 
test of rural life is to determine in 
what way it hinders or encourages 
growth of these faculties. 

Now, the will has meaning only 
if it is free will. And, as a matter 
of fact, the ability to exercise this 
free will requires that man have a 
certain .amount of economic lib-

erty. The person .. who'is depend. 
'ent upon another or upon a' Cor. 
poration for his income must COn. 
sider the reaction of his sUperiors 
before he does or says anything of 
importance. To hold his position 
he must give outward. approval of 
the actions and policies of those 
above him. On matters of religion 
and politics he must always remain 
discreetly quiet, unless his ideas 
coincide with his employers'. A 
certain amount of curtailment does 
harm to no one, but it is common 
knowledge that the fear of being 
deprived of income has become an 
obsession to countless numbers in 
the United States. It has caused a 
tendency on the part of Americans 
to avoid the fundamental issues of 
life and to confine conversation to 
Holl ywood gossip and weather 
predictions. 

The person on the land, how
ever, will ordinarily enjoy the 
greatest amount of economic lib
erty,and that for the reason that 
he is less dependent than any other 
type of laborer. He owns his prop
erty and from it can supply, if 
necessary, most of the necessities or 
life. Rural life provides the chief 
exter.nal prerequisite for liberty, 
and liberty is essential for the 
development of the person. 

There is a second way in which 
the rural man is able to exercise 
his will, and that is in his work. 
Factory and industrial workers, 
and to a lesser extent, clerical and 
administrative employees, are vic
tims of a kind of totalitarian 
regIme. They are told what to do 
and when and how to do it. Their 
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wills are of little use to them 
they are working; they per
functions which the wills of 

have determined upon. In 
c:~ntrast, the farmer is relatively 
free to choose what he will do and 
riot do, what he will raise and 
where he will plant, when he will 
market his crop and when he will 
bold it. His life is a constant stream 
of decisions, and his own will is 
the source of them. The person 
suffers from no lack of opportun
ity to exercise his free will in .1 

rural society. 
Not only is the farmer con

'standy making use of his will 
while at work, he is likewise called 
upon to exercise his intellect. His 
work is diversified, and it alway~ 
demands ingenuity. He must have 
a creative mind; he must be plan
ning for the future as he performs 
the various tasks of the present. 
His are largely practical judgments, 
it is true, and therefore will not 
bring about the highest perfection 

FOUND IN THE 

PRESIDENT'S MAIL ••• 

Right Reverend dear Monsignor: 

of the intellect, which results from Science. The man who knows 
contemplation. But his work is out the laws of nature, 'who experi-
of doors, dealing with the forces ments with the soil, who devises 
of nature which are vital, organic, ways of increasing its fertility, 
and at the same time mysterious. who cross~breeds plants and ani-
And the variety of his tasks keeps mals to increase their vigor and 
his work from becoming monoto- size, who studies climate and rain-
nous. These two co~ldition$-- fall and calculates his crops accord-
closeness to nature and freedom ingly-is not he as much a 'sci-

entist as the man who breaks down 
from mechanical monotony-pro- atoms in the laboratory? There is 
vide an ideal setting for contem- no limit to which a farmer may 
plation. It means that the farmer develop his profession as a science. 
has the opportunity, at least, of He may spend all his time experi-
meditating, of becoming a rudi- menting upon one problem (for 
mentary philosopher. instance, the development of a 

A second objective method of hybrid seed corn) and yet, after 
determining the possibility for the a lifetime of study, not learn all 
person to perfect his intellect in that may be known. 
rural life is to consider the intel- Art. The farmer cannot be con-
lectual virtues. They have tradi- tent with knowing the laws of 
tionally been classified under four nature. He must also be able to 
headings: wisdom, prudence, art, cooperate with them, and for that 
and science. And' a moment's reflec- reason farming is also an art. Art 
tion is enough to appreciate in is skill . in making things, and 
what way these virtues may be farming is skHl in making things 
developed in rural society.' " . -J (Continued on Page 12) 

Reports of your work in various Catholic peri
odicals and the appearance of your name as a sponsor 
of Ringwood Homesteads lead me to think that you 
are better qualifie4 than anybody I know to clarify 
a certain problem with which I have been struggling 
for months. 

I began to think: if these conditions are trying 
to me who has received the benefit of a Catholicedu
cation, a white-collar worker and member of the so
called middle class, how much more difficult they 
must be for my fellow Catholics who are not so well 
situated? Then I began to read of the work being 
done to restore the hopes of this group in various 
sections; by Father McGoey in Canada; by Father 
Terminiello in the South, and by you in Iowa. 

I have followed your work with great interest, 
not only because it signalized to me a mo~t important 
step to rescue from the valley of despair so many 
worthy persons who desperately needed succor, but 
also because your program affords perhaps the first 
opportunity to put into practice first principles as ap
plied to social and economic questions in this country. 

The problem is this: as the father of three small 
children living in Brooklyn, a lawyer by training 
although engaged in editorial work on a legal publi
cation rather than in practice, I find it very difficult, 
While residing in the city to live what I conceive to 
be "the good Catholic life." In fact my observation 
of my fellow Catholics of the laity has convinced me 
that under present conditions, in the large urban 
centers at least, it is extremely difficult, if indeed not 
practically impossible, for the Catholic family life to 
thrive. . . 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN' 

The success of your efforts has of course 
attracted much favorable attention as offering a solu
tion, as I understand it, for the artisan and manual 
worker. But how about the white-collar worker of 
whom I spoke? Of course his plight is not so desper
ate, but the religious life of his family is being slowly 
stifled. To put the matter in another way: his family 
is, in my estimation, becoming less Catholic by forces 
which seem to be beyond his control. . , . ~ 
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grow. To plant the grain best
suited to the soil, to sOiWthe right 
amount of seed to the aqre so that 
there will be neither. waste of seed 
nor waste of soil. to·, trim the 
orchard so the trees will bear fruit, 
to build a barn whioh harmonizes 
with the landscape' and at the same 
time is eminently useful,. to con
struct a hayrack or a milkstool or 
a grape arbor-' -these are all works 
of art. They an~: things which 
every farmer may be called upon 
to do, and the possibility for other 
artistic expression is inexhaustible. 

Wisdom. and Prudence. The 
other two intellectual virtues 
flourish equally well among farm
ers. In fact, rural life necessitates 
the development of true wisdom 
and prudence to . a higher degree 

than is needed in urban society. 
For the men engaged in commerce 
and industry have only to match 
their wits against their fellowmen 
and man-made markets. The 
farmer must do this too, but prin
cipally he contends with nature. 
And the wisdom and prudence of 
the farmer comes chiefly from this 
contact with :nature, and there
fore is more wholesome and more 
sound than the cleverness which 
comes from competing against the 
craftiness of other men. 

It is granted that many farm
ers in America have shown nei
ther wisdom nor prudence; they 
have cultivated lands which should 
have remained grazing lands; they 
have neglected to raise livestock; 

they have banked on a single cro 
But they have not survived. 6; 
they have become problem children 
for the government. The farmer 
who endures grows always Wiser 
a?d more pruden~. And as these 
VIrtues deVelop In the healthy 
atmosphere of rural life, his per
son is expanding. 

Rural life is a noble and beau
tiful way of life for the person, 
but we must not make the mis
take of claiming that it is the best 
for all. It cannot be as perfect as 
a life devoted wholly to contem_ 
plation or wholly to the develop
ment of the intellect, for it has to 
be combined with . the practical 
consideration of making a living. 
The contemplative in his cell, the 

(Continued on Page 28) 

RURAL MIGRANTS ON ."E MARCH 

I WRITE of the migrant prob
lem-the pr"ablem presented by 

a vast number.of men,· women and 
children who journey from place 
to place, from one crop or harvest 
to another, that by the labor of 
their hands they might earn a liv
ing in the various fields of agricul
ture. These people are not a 
vagrant and shiftless lot. They are 
as a general thing an industrious 
and a thrifty people, whose status 
deserves analysis-more analysis 
than it usually receives in sociolog
ical circles. 

Many whose attention is drawn 
for the first time to the migrant 
problem are disposed to slight its 
importance as being of no direct 
or immediate or pressing concern. 
De facto, it bears. upon the well
being of ne<!,rlyeverybody--or 
those at leas~ ,whQ need ;:Ind hope 
to have canned fruits and vegeta~ 

bles at their meals throughout the 
winter season. Thus we are all 
debtors to .the migrants. We must 
pay this debt by willingly sharing 
with them those things which help 
to make life worth while. We can 
ill afford to forget that the next 
generation of citizens will be the 
boys and the girls of favored 

. homes, and those who are the chil
dren of the wandering and the 
homeless. 

How many migrants are there 
in the nation at this ti'me? It is 
estimated that there are about two 
million men, women, and chil
dren on the march, members of no 
particular community, who follow 
crop development in search of tem
porary employment. These people 
have come from several quarters of 
the globe. In the lettuce crop of 
January we find the southern 
mountaineer employed. In the 
sugar-beet crop of February it is 
the Mexican; in the bean crop of 
March, the Portuguese; in the 
asparagus crop of April, the 

• Swede; in the pea crop of June, 
the Italian; in the tobacco crop of 
July, the Pole and the Lithuanian; 
in the tomato crop of August, the 
Italian once more; in the prune 
crop of September the Mexican; 
in the cotton crop of November 
and December, the Negro. But the 
significant thing is that a vast army 
of the sons and daughters of 
Mother Church travel from one 
crop to another throughout the 
entire year, and the needs of their 
souls must be met, somehow. 

In her excellent study on our 
subject, They Starve That We 
May Eat, Elizabeth E. Lowry 
gives a picture of the migrants' lot 
which is so many times multiplied 
that it may be taken as typical. 
Miss Lowry writes: "Among the 
migratory workers who were 
camped in the shack town of a 
western county there was a family 
which had been on the road for 
many years. This is the story of 
the wanderings of its members 
since 1910. 
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father and the mother, aged 
and fifty-three respec

both came from pioneer 
, their people having crossed 

to Utah in the earl y 
Their seven surviving chil

. were living with them. In 
early days of their married life 

were a few moves to better 
their condition. In the year 1929 
there came a series of catastrophies, 
illness, death, financial loss. The 
parents and the seven children, 
who ranged between the ages of 
six to eighteen, packed themselves 
into a Ford truck and really set 
out to travel. The seven succeeding 
years have consisted of a long 
journey with frequent layovers. 
Forty-four headquarters have been 
established by this family in the 
twenty-six years of the married 
life of the parents. This does not 
include a number of places where 
the group camped for so short a 
time that these were not included 
in the number. There have been 
forty-one locations within the past 
ten years. There have been twenty
eight within the past five years. 
The,se include thirteen stops in 
thirteen various counties of Cali
fornia. They have journeyed 
7,700 miles, about 6,000 of these 
in the past five years. They have 
followed and worked in the fol
lowing thirteen crops: apricots, 
apples, cotton, figs, grapes, hay, 
hops, lettuce, olives, oranges, 
peaches, peas and berries. The 
father has also done sheep-herding, 
trapping and has worked as a bar
ber. 

For the most part the family 
has continually lived in tents. Year 
after year Boards of Health have 
threatened campers, but it was not 
until the sheriff drove these camp
ers from their location at the 
?eriod of this study that this fam
Ily had ever known a health offi
cer to fulfil a threat. Driven forth, 
~hey paid two dollars for the priv
Ilege of camping in a vacant lot. 
The living quarters consisted of 
two tents facing each other across 
a four-foot aisle. One tent which 
was used as a bed room, a dressing 

room and a bathhouse, was filled 
with four beds made of old car 
cushions picked up in the neigh
boring junk yard. These were to 
be discarded when the family 
moved on as they took too much 
room when traveling. Iron beds 
had long been the dream of the 
mother. The other tent served as a 
kitchen. dining and living room. 
A small two-wheeled trailer, cov
ered with a canvas tent served as a 
store room. Over the sad in the 
kitchen tent were strips of well
worn linoleum which served as a 
wavy floor. A stove with an oven 
had been constructed by the father 
from carbacks found in the dumps. 
The only chairs the family had 
used in years were a half dozen 
benches made out of boards so 
constructed that they could be 

THE White House Conference on 
Children in a Democracy held its 

first session the morning of April 26 
in the White House, where President 
and Mrs. Roosevelt, Secretary Perkins, 
Msgr. Keegan and Dr. Homer Folks 
gave addresses. In the afternoon the 
conference divided into four sections 
to discuss "the objectives of a demo
cratic society in relation to children," 
"the economic foundations of family 
life and child welfare," "the develop
ment of children and youth in present 
day American life," and "the child 
and community services for health, 
education and social protection." The 
work of the conference is to extend 
through a year and result in a report. 
This is the fourth of a series of White 
House conferences relating to child. 
welfare held at interims of ten years. 

quickly torn apart for travel. An The group selected to study the 
apple box served a. s a cupboard for objectives of a democratic society in 

relation to childr;en has a very im-
groceries and for girls' cosmetics portant duty to perform. For the con-
which were kept in a coffee can. ditions of 'living and philosophy of 

life prevalent in the United States 
Everything, however, was I1eatly . today, especially in the Cities, have 
arranged. The washtubs and tHe, ' ~duced .such a decline in births that 
water pail were kept outside at the ~~e Nation faces the prospect of a 

decline in population in two or three 
woodpile." decades, which decline will accelerate 

with the passa&e of time. In many 
By what routes and by what cities deaths alteady exceed births, 

means of conveyance do these peo- and more and more cities will be 
dependent upon youth from the farms 

pIe proceed from one crop to and villages to prevent a deClining 
another? The roads cannot be well population. 
defined, but the areas and the fruits 
and vegetable seasons are well 
known to the croppers and they 
are irregularly visited by them 
throughout a series of years. But 
they travel and not infrequently 
live in old, worn-out cars some
times found in the junkyard. They 
tie the cookstove and the bedding 
to the running board. The bed
springs are located on the top of 
the car. The washtub is placed 
beside the lantern at the rear. In 
this manner they find their way 
from one locality to another. 
Money for a license and for gaso
line is just as important as is 
money for food. In our fertile val
leys, in a land of plenty these peo
ple make up the most ragged, 
starved, forgotten element of our 
population. Yet their morale and 

(Continued on Page 25) 

The conference is composed mostly 
of urban-minded people, little aware 
of the implications in this population 
prospect, and still thinking largely in 
terms of "standard of living." Will it 
realize the significance to the Nation 
of rural values, notably the basic im
portance of the family for the repro
duction of the race, the education of 
the child, and, the, transmission of 
wealth and culture from generation 
to generation? Or will it recommend, 
in view of the urgency of the Situation, 
further expansion in the functions of 
the State? 

Such expansion may be necessary 
in the emergency of persistent un
employment, but there is a tendency 
for the integrity of the family to 
decline as the functions of the State 
increase. Perhaps the decline in the 
integrity of the family precedes and 
compels the increase in the functions 
of the State. In any case, the need 
now is to strengthen the family, and 
this conference appears to afford an 
opportunity for the Church to declare 
again its historic interest in this basic 
institution of socie~~. 

o. -=:. Baker 

1,,3 



The Papacy Foreverl 

• The election of Eugenio Car~ 
dinal Pacelli, Papal Secretary of 
State, to the chair of Peter, in suc
cession to the late beloved Pope 
Pius XL has provided unbounded 
satisfaction to the family Catholic, 
far-flung over the earth. There is 
reassurance and a sense of security 
in the knowledge that the blessed 
union between the Church of apos
tolic times and our own, momen
tarily disrupted at the death of a 
Vicar of Christ, is re-established. 
And there is further reason for a 
mighty "Te Deum," because the 
choice of the College' of Cardinals 
was made, seemingly without hes
itation, in favor of one of its num
ber whose extraordinary endow
ments of mind and heart have been 
acclaimed even from the outset of 
his sacerdotal 'career, and marked 
him for lofty accomplishment in 
the affairs of Mother Church. 

That Catholics should evidence 
an interest in the accession of Pope 
Pius XII, and be quick to speak 
their affectionate loyalty to his 
office and his petson, is in no wise 
remarkable. Whatever other alle
giances they may have, Catholics' 
throughout the universe-and 
conspicuously in America-glory 
i'n a filial attachment to the Holy 
See; they love the Pope of Rome as 
they love Him whose representa
tive on earth he is; they love their 
Pope as they love their own souls. 

But the placement of another 
link in Peter's chain has interested 
others than Catholics, and to a 
degree unequaled perhaps in the 
modern era. 'The elevation of Car
dinal Pacelli claimed the reverent 
attention of multitudes outside the 
fold-men and women everywhere 
who ordinarily display little more 
than curiosity ~owards matters 
spiritual, or at least toward mat
ters papal. It drew and held the 
headlines as a world event of para
mount importance; it inspired col
umns and columns of editorial 

14 

anal ysis and speculation; it was 
given first position on the airways; 
and who can estimate the quanti
ties of worthwhile conversation it 
occasioned in places high and low? 

There is deep significance in the· 
respectful notice the non-Catholic 
world has given to what has trans
pired at the Vatican in recent 
months. Best of all, it is remind
ful that, whatever the signs of a 
general forgetfulness of God in our 
generation, and the show of ear
nestness in digging to itself broken 
cisterns that can hold no water, the 
heart of humanity is still disposed 
to things of the spirit. Men really 
are not apostates beneath the sur
face. If under the spell of vicious 
leadership, or by some other acci
dent, they say and do things now 
and. again that suggest insanity, 
there is more of recklessness about 
it than of malice: As normally as 
the hart panteth after. the living 
water do men seek to.(l;fact with 
the Divine. They yearn by nature 
for union wth God, and they 
know no rest until they rest in 
Him. 

In seasons of uncertainty such 
as our own, when humans regard 
the gathering storm clouds with 
apprehension, they put aside bra
vado and all false front, and 
acknowledge, by attitude at least, 
that the Holy Father, Vicar of 
Christ on earth, is indeed, the Pon
tifex Maximus instrument 
supreme by which God is brought 
to man and man to God. They see 
now what they have heretofore 
refused or neglected to see, that in 
the office and person of the Pope 
there is wrought the merger of 
Heaven and earth. They are inter
ested in and drawn to our Pope 
because contact with him satisfies, 
as it cannot' be otherwise or else
where satisfied, a native craving of 
men's hearts for possession of Div
inity. 

Truly, there is still much that 
is good in the world! 

The Roman Ritual 

N 
(0 

• In times and places more vig
orously Christian than our OWn 
the Roman Ritual was, and is, ~ 
much used book. In an industrial 
"civilization" we have allowed 
ourselves to become unfamiliar 
with much of its contents, because 
sophisticates, we have grown indif~ 
ferent to the services which Mother 
Church would offer through it. 
We have let ourselves be separated 
so far from truly Christian atti
tudes that, for . instance, it is 
"indelicate" now to submit to the 
ceremony of churching after child
birth; and aU such things as the 
blessing of a domicile, or a sick 
horse, or a boat, or a fire engine, 
or the seed grain, would be more 
ift the nature of a lark than an 
acknowledgment of the power and 
the desire of Our Heavenly Father 
to provide and protect. 
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do is to provide a setting 
will stir his potentialities 

become actualized, which will 
remove obstacles (such as extreme 
poverty, immoral surroundings), 
and which will provide him with 
the privacy and the independence 
whkh are essential to develop
ment of the person. All this, life 
onthe farm can do. Beyond that, 
the person must struggle alone, and 
his fate rests with his own free 
self and with God. 

Though this all be objectively 
as . true as the hills, still we are 
faced with what seems to be reli
able evidence that today in the 
United States rural life is none too 
favorable for the attainment of 
high personal perfection, and that 
rural society is "largely a place of 
cultural barrenness." How can this 
fact be explained? 

Strictly speaking, of course, no 
explanation is necessary. We are 
trying to discover only what 
opportunity the rural person may 
have for perfecting himself, and 
not with whether as a matter of 
fact, rural people are achieving (l 

respectable degree of development. 
Nevertheless, the question is inter
esting. 

In the first place, we must be 
wary of the evidence which is 
brought forward. Too often the 
fault is in the measuring rods and 
not in the intellects of rural peoe 
pIe. Kolb and Brunner, two of the 
foremost rural sociologists, have 
analyzed a number of the tests 
from which the conclusion has 
been drawn that rural children 
~ave less native ability and intel
ligence than urban children. It is 

their conviction that the difference. 
can be .explained by environmen
tal factors and similar· variables. 
The authors summarized theit 
findings as follows: "To conclude 
from these tests that rural children 
are innately inferior to urban is 
wholly unwarranted." (A Study 
of Rural Society, 251-262). 

It is likewise presumptuous to 
assume that rural areas have an 
inferior culture to that of urban 
groups. Again, the wrong impres
sion arises from applying tests 
which may be valid in cities but 
which cannot measure the degree 
of culture which rural societies 
have. For example, one of the bet
ter known "trained" sociologists 
tried to show what was wrong 
with two counties in the State of 
Georgia. Unfortunately he picked 
an area which the brilliant and 
scholarly Donald Davidson had 
also studied. Mr. Davidson had 
been so impressed with the culture' 
of the community and of the real 
human values which theinhabi
tants cherished that he described 
the district as an "Eden." As to 
the document of the sociologist, 
Mr. Davidson wrote: "If a socio~ 
logist makes it [Eden J out to be 
a Hell, then that sociologist had 
better begin to sociologize himself. 
. for there is something wrong with 
him" ("A Sociologist in Eden," 
American Review, VIII, 2). 

Although the disparagement of 
rural culture may be out of pro
portion to the facts, still it is true 
that rural societies are less refined 
and less cultured than they should 
be. It would be surprising if this 
were not the case; for education in 
most rural districts, with both its 
textbooks and its teachers shaped 
to laud urban values, has resulted 
in the best young people leaving 
the farm for the supposedly bette! 
environment of the cities. Even a 
good many rural parents are con
vinced that opportunities are bet
ter in the city and they encourage 
their children to migrate. But the 
opportunity which the city offers 
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to the average man is oniy. that 
of a larger salary and shorter work
ing hours. That many of the best 
rural young men and women have 
been influenced to trade the human 
values of the land for these rela
tively insignificant goods is one of 
the major reasons why rural Amer
ica appears to lack the cultural tone 
which it ought to have. 

The chief reason, as has been 
pointed out in the pages of the 
BULLETIN before, is the fact that 
rural society in the United States 
is scarcely worthy of that name. 
It is beset by the twin heresies of 
individualism and commercialism; 
the former has been responsible for 
the lack of comrilUnity spirit which 
is so essential to a culture; the 
latter has resulted in the deplorable 
economic plight of the farmer and 
the consequent loss of ownership 
of his land. A farmer who does 
not own, or at least plan to own, 

. the land he is working is nO more 
, t1}ln another business man. And 

«fhen farming becomes a business 
instead of a way of life; it loses 
its principal valtres. The expansion 
of the person is then subordinated 
to commercial interests-and no 
expansion takes place. 

Among ourselves we may be 
certain that rural life is an aid 
rather than a barrier to the devel
opment of tbe person in society. 
But not much will come of our 
conviction until a rejuvenation of 
the true ideals and purposes of 
rural life has been effected in the 
hearts of those already on the land. 
Most people in urban areas are sus
picious of the so-called values of 
rural life. They are not. stirred to 
action by outlines, such as this, 
which attempt to show on purely 
objective grounds that rural life 
offers opportunities without num
ber for the perfection of the per
son. The average man is seldom 
persuaded by theory. He has to be 
shown. And the individualistic 
commercialized rural America vi 
today is none too convincing a pic
ture. 
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(URRENT LITERATURE 

AMERICA REBORN: A Plan 
for the Decentralizatio(2 of 
Industry. 

By Ralph L. Woods. Longmans 
Green, New York. 1939. 376 pages. 
$3.00. 

Mr. Woods in America Reborn 
has succeeded in presenting not 
only a scathing indictment of con~ 
centrated industry and its effects 
upon contemporary life, but also, 
and what is more important, an 
irrefutable case for decentraliza~ 
iion. 

The author is on familiar 
ground when he makes use of those 
same statistics which ultra~indus~ 
trialists employ with such satisfac~ 
tion, to prove that we have become 
indeed an economically' lopsided 
nation. It is revealing to learn, for 
example, that one~seventh of one 
per cent of the nation's land area 
contains 43.8 per cent of all the 
wage jobs; that two~thirds of all 
factory jobs are concentrated in an 
area only five per cent of the 
nation's total; and that more than 
twenty per cent of our entire pop
ulation resides in five metropoli
tan districts. 

In thus showing the inseparable 
relation of decentralization to the 
present all~important problem of 
the transformation of. democracy 
from a goods-economy to a life~ 
economy, America Reborn renders 
important service. 

But the author does not con
tent himself with this indictment. 
In the last one hundred fifty pages 
of the book he details at length 
just why and how decentraliza
tion can be effeCted. Of particular 
interest to BULLETIN readers are 
chapters 11 and 12, in which care
ful study is given to the fusion pf 
decentralized industry and agricu~
ture through the industrial use of 
farm products. Incidentally, the 
uses to which' so~called farm waste 
can be put, as has been prov~n ~y 
the Farm Chemurgic Councl!' 

would startle the' average ruralist 
(pages 272~280). 

Woods proposes the fusion of 
industry and agriculture as some~ 
thing absolutely imperative, and 
the arguments he brings forth in 
support of his thesis have power 
to impress. 

In this regard, however, it is 
perhaps unfortunate that the 
author does not deal more thor~ 
oughly with the moral values of 
decentralization. Unfortunate, too, 
is his reiteration of "cash" as ~ 
motive force. Nevertheless, such 
over~emphasis does not discredit 
his thesis. It is not giving undue 
credit to say that Mr. Woods seems 
concerned primarily with cutting 
a road through the! swampland 
and brush of ec~nomic confusion, 
in order to bring, us. to a point 
where implications 'Of,Jnore fun
damental values and motives can 
be taken up without trepidation; 

America Reborn is a sure, strong 
step in the right direction-toward 
sane industry and all that such 
sanity means to both urban and 
'rural society. 

H. J. B. 

• 
THE LAW OF LIFE ••• 

• Movements must really move, 
they must continue to grow 
and develop, or they will cease 
to be movements. 

If therefore the National Catholic Rural life 
Conference is to assist in the achievement of 
economic, social andl spiritual security for 
rural America, it must continue to grow and 
to spread in every diocese in the country. 
For this we need the active cooperation of 
individuals, parishes,schools and insititutions 
throughout the United States. . 

• INDIVIDUAL •••• $2 
PARISH •••• •• $5 
SCHOOL (Grade or High) $2 
SUSTAINING •••• $10 

Pertinent blanks, self-addressed and 
stamped for your convenience are en
closed in this issue of the BULLETIN. 

F 

WHAT is" ECONOMICS? 
"'-By Eva J. RoSj;. Bruce, lVlUwattk • .i 

1939. 275 pages'>$2.60. 

A more readable, in 
economics text could not be 
by the adult agrarian who 
like to refresh his knowledge 
this basic field. Miss Ross' 
book will fill his need, as weI! 
that of teachers who are . 
ducing students to the subject. 
treatment is as brief as may 
where important problems are 
cerned. 

With her customary 
footedness, the author presents 

-anal ysis of economic theories, 
and practises in consumption. 
duction. division of labor, 
organization, distribution,' 
finance and exchange. Most 
ers of Dr. Ross' book will 
pleased at the impartial listing 
the advantages and 
of various 
practices-for example, l;:tr't;Ie-1:cal~ 

production. She offers 
for the agrarian to recall the 
ments used against a return to 
"simple life," and thus his 
position may be the better impl 
mented. 

In the section "Modern ! 

Problems and Reforms," the criti+ 
cism of the present ~rder s~andl 
out in a frank, untmpasslOne~ 
way. Here we have interpretation 
of the economic theory that has 
preceded, and a view of the re.su1q 
that theory has had when put mto 
practice. . i 

d " J The "Questions for Stu y. a~ 
the end of the book are factual a~d 
thought-stimulating. It is signtJi: 
cant that the basic criticisms of OU.: 

. '11 b·' present economic system WI ~ 

inherent in the answers to man1 
of the questions though the COAl 
tent does not stress this aspect. . 
selected bibliography adds :ne!:~ 
to Dr. Ross' work. Of partlCU d 
value to those working towa.r , 
. . I ' Amencai Improvements I~ rur~ de' 
will be those tlt~es hste~ u~, ~ 
"Modern EconomIC Plannmg· \ 

S. A. ' 
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