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,UNPAJIONS.,,",Q.F.:.ARU'R4L The" dissatisfaction;':w:hich<is 
inherent in the ecoriomic: situation 
of the farmer is increased by his 
being constantly bombarded with 
ideas fromth~ city-'id~as of com
fort, ideas of personal.attractive
ness, ideas of progress and of 

(H"IST;I~A(ULTgRE .. 

I HA T things are not as they 
• ougntto be in 'rural Altlerica is 
easy enough to ,realize onc~ you 
examine the matter. All eVIdence 
points to the fact that rural life 
as it isdoes:not give men. that 
satisfaction which they may right
fully look for in this world. 
Expressing this .in, other words We 
may say that there is not true rural 
culture, for. by culture we ineanan 
environment -"-.:natural, intellec
tual, technical,. and spiritual-' -in 
which a society lives and feels at 
home. . ..; . 

We have .plenty 'of people living 
in the country, but that js a dif
ferent matter. These people have 
absorbed a point of view' ;WhiCh is 
essentially that of, the city. They 
have accepted the ideals and stand
ards of the city; and as far as pos
sible, the city's way of living. Since 
the city itself is not in possession 
of a true culture ( witness thechro
nic .discontent which is command
ing the very unfruitful attention of 
most of our political, economic, 
and social thinkers ), it is evident 
that the country, as a copier of the 
city, possesses one even less ; and 
therefore the discontent in the 
country is perhaps even worse. Let 
Us consider briefly this dependence 
of' the countrY.dweller upon the 
city. 
. The industrial· gospel cif the 

division of labor has been so thor
oughlyaccepted:.on the farm that 
the fanner does not think of pro
ducingthe. things that his family 
needs. Instead, he. specializes., He 
becomes a "one crop farmer," and 
~ 

f WNilIis D. Nutting. Faculty, University 
o otre Dame, South Bend, Indiana. 

"keeping up with'the Joneses"-'
aU of which resuh in the desire for 
more things and consequently in 
the need for more money. It is not 
only through advertising that stich 
propaganda is exercised. We :find 

his place a food factory. Thus he it in the stories in the magazines. 
puts himself entirely at the mercy We find it in the school. And the 
of things beyond his control. If sincere social reformer who is con-
the price of ltlachinery,c1othes, or stantly insisting on ahigherstand-
gasoline rises, he suffers. If prices ard of living also plays pis part in 
of grain or livestock fall, he suf-· the same propaganda .. 
fers. If freight rates go up, he suf- Dependence on the city, or 
fersa.gain. He is encouraged to go rather on the economic system 
into debt for the equipment which which the city has built and which 
"progressive" agriculture requires, it controls, is a fundamental rea-
and he thus becomes a slave to the son for the fact that the fanner has 

, financial powers,. often losing his not built up in this country ,a way 
land and bl:!Coming a tenant. of life of his own in which he can 

Because he is absolutely depend- be contented. Therefore if ~ true 
ent on things beyond his contr<vl, ", rural culture IS .to bebU1lt . ~p 
the farmer's destiny is taken our .Jam~ng us-and It. mus~ ?e budt 
of his own hands. His reward, up If we are .to survlve-, -It IS neces-
expressed in money which is the ~ary that thIS depende~ce be abal-
one thing valued by the system, Ished. 
has little relation to his efforts or Here it must be noted that most 
to his success in his own vocation. of the attempts ioremedy the 
He may work hard; he may show farmer's troubles seem to miss die 
genius; he may raise a bumper point rather widely. They are con-
crop. But his monetary reward cerned with advancing him credit, 
does not follow. That depends on increasing his income, improving 
the. state of affairs in the economic his technique, or moving him to 
system as a whole. And yet the better soil so that he can produce 
farm~t'buysc1othes and even food. 

Here is a principal reason for 
that discontent found in rural soci
ety: It is n;:J.tural for man to feel 
tbat reward should be commensur
ate with effort, and that by steady 
effort· the reward should be a 
decent living. The farmer, for the 
reasons mentioned, does not make 
a decent living although he works 
very hard. . The civilization . in 
which he lives makes it impossible 
for him to live a contented life. It 
is therefore not a true' culture. I 
am aware of course that the same 
difficulty .exists in the city., The' 
difference is thai:' the situation in' 
the country can he remedied. 

.\~ .,. :.~. 
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FOUNDATIONS OFA RURAL 
CHRISTIAN CULTURE 

more. All these schemes bind him 
closer to the system whose control 
is in the city., They may raise his 
standard of living; they may give 
him a greater share in the national 
wealth; but they will not give hi111 
independence, economic or other
wise. They will not build a real 
rural culture. ' . 

What must be done then, if 
men. are to be contented on the 
land which is their natural home, 
is to create a way of life which can 
be carried on and developed to the 
full in all its aspects-economic, 
physical, intellectual, and spiritual 
-without any need of bringing 
in the city at all. We do not mean 
that the city should be abolished. 
but that it should be made non
essential to the farmer.; for if ever 
it is allowed to become a necessity, 
it will become a master. Rural life 
must be so freed from entangle
ments with the city that it can 
keep going as a carrier of the values 
of Chri~tianity and of civilization 
generally even when urban civili
zation collapses. 

The establishment of an auto
nomous rural culture would neces
sitate a drastic change in the fun
damentals cif society as we know 
it. Our farm life would have to be 
set over on completely new foun
dations. It is this question of foun
dationsthat I wish to discuss with 
you now. Firstly, the economic 
foundations; for this, although by 

LITTLE TOWNS 

By EcI;thOsborne Thompson 

Ave Maria-Aug. I, 1936. 

My heart goes out to little towns 
With houses white and red: 
With little fences, vine-entwined 
And shade trees overhead; 
Whose little 'yards are gay with flowers, 
Whose little lawns are green; 
And kindly folk, of simple ways, 
In little towns are seen. 

2 

n:o means the only thing oUmpor
tance, is a sine qua non of any 
social scheme. 

A primary part of the ~conpmic ; 
foundation of a true rural cu'lture ! 

is ownership of the land by the 
man who lives on the land and 
works it. It is only land which is 
owned by a family that can be a 
true home for that family; for a 
home must be permanent, a place 
where people can put down deep 
roots, a place where they "belong." 
And it is only ownership which 
gives a family security in the face 
of the ups and downs of the eco
nomic system. It is only with 
ownership that a family can begin 
to be autonomous. 

Ownership of the kind which 
we mean would necessitate some 
change in our conception of prop
erty and a consequent change in 
our property laws. ' 

. A few years ago there· was a 
great outcry ca.used by the epide
mic of foreclosures that was sweep
ing over our farming,country. All 
the land' was being' t~en over by 
the banks. This was indeed sad, 
but it was only a symptom that 
something was wrong. One of the 
greatest wrongs was that a man 
was allowed to borrow money, 
giving his land as security. 

In some societies it has been per
missible for a man to give his son 
or his daughter or his wife as a 
pledge for a debt, but civilized man 
has come to the conclusion that 
the practice is too demoralizing 
and has therefore stopped it. It is 

Some time perhaps. when dreams come :truej 
I'll choose some Ii,ttle town 
With' little houses white and red 
And a church with steeple brown, 
And build myself a little house 
Beneath the friendly trees. 
Their leafy boughs shall lure the birds: 
My flower beds charm the bees. 

And there, ,amid' content a~d calm, 
Far from the city's roar 
I'll plant' a morning-glory vine 
Beside my cottage door. 
And there, with neighbors at my side, 
I'll live and', settle down 
And know 'the 'joy of growing old 
Within a little town. 

time that we came: to, 'the ·conc1 
sion that the practise' of pledgi u. 
one's land in order to raise mon

ng 

i~ also demorali?:ing" "e
y 

When a man mortgages h' 
farm. to o?tain money for sorn~ 
get-,nch-qUlck scheme, he is mort
gagmg the place on earth wher 
he belongs, and he is placing i

1 

jeopardy the future not only o~ 
hims:lf but of, his posterity. Be is 
runnmg the nsk of throwing all 
his descendants into the ranks of 
the propertyless. The practice 
makes impossible that secutity and 
permanence which is necessary to 
the development of a true culture, 
Therefore, one of the great needs 
in the creation of such a culture 
is a system of property tenure that 
would reduce the chance of aliena
tion to a minimum. 

The' next part of the economic 
foundation of an autonomous 
rural culture is self-sufficiency-for 
the family where possible, or at 
least for the local community. The 
aim of the activity of the farm 
family must he to produce not 
what can be sold fClr money but 
what is needed by the· family. If 

.the family or the local community 
can produce what it really needs, 
then it is free from the vagaries of 
the economic system. 

If I can raise enough wheat, 
meat, milk, eggs, wool, etc., on my 
land and can do what is necessary 
to make them into usable form so 
that with them I can, feed and 
clothe my family, the'n I do not 
have to worry about the price of 
food and clothing at the store; for 
I don't have to buy anything. Let 
the prices soar if they want to! 
And if I produce just what lneed 
and no more, then the low prices 
offered by the' buyers 'mean noth
ing to me, for I have nothing for 
sale. The rise and fall of market 
prices have no effect on 'my destiny, 
I can exercise my skill in my voca
tion without the haunting fear 
that all this skill anda-ll this labor 
will be nullified by a fall in prices 
due to an unexpected abundance 
elsewhere or to a change in con
sumer demand:· 

(Please turn to 'page 26) 
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EUROPE"RECONOUERS 

RIJRAL., LIFE· 

D. URING .. five months spent in 
. Europe in the summer of 

1938, my attention was absorbed 
in noting where. the center of gra.v
ity was thrown in· the . different 
countries in their handling of the 
rural-life problem, and then esti
mating what light therefrom 
mightb!i! derived for the Catholic 
rural-life program in the United 
States. The differences of approach 
related to the very heart of the 
whole question, and it, was the 
very fact of these differences which 
seemed to me, as I compared them, 
to shed most light upon what 
might be the most vital question 
itself. 

I. 

One general observation should 
precede any recital of differences. 
In every country that I visited on 
the European continent (Belgium, 
France, Germany, CzechocSlova
kia, Italy, Hungary, Jugoslavia, 
Switzerland) it was impossible for 
any serious student of social condi
tions to observe the life in the 
larger cities for any length of time, 
much less to converse with persons 
in authority, and ignore the agra
rian question as easily as you can in' 
the United States. In the average 
European city the market for agri
cultural produce is more prominent 
than with us; it is closer to the 
daily life of the majority of city 
dwellers, and closer to the lives of 
~he rural people themselves. This 
IS particularly noticeable in a -Jo~n LaFarge, S.J. Associate Editor, 
Amerz~a; distinguished student and writer 
on SOCiological subjects; New York, N. Y. 

strongly agrarian. country. like 
Jugoslavia, where the country 
women carry. their produce jaunt
ilyon their heads each day into 
the· markets. 

In the totalitarian countries, 
where autarchy is the rule, the 
State itself takes a hand in boost
ing the importance of agriculture 
for the life of the nation. Walls 
and public buildings are plast!i!red 
'with slogans extolling the value 
of the land for human life,. the 
dignity of labor, the prerogatives 
cif the rural family, the precious
ness of bread as a gift of the Ci-ea-' 
tor, and so on. The people of 
Rome and Venice have perhaps a 
more ancient urban ancestry than 
the inhabitants of any other city 
in the western world, yet they are 
far closer to the country in their 
habits, their scope of observation 
and knowledge, and their actual 
sympathies than the citizens of an 
American metropolis who are but 
two or three generations removed 
from the soil. Almost any Roman 
or Venetian family, it appeared to 
me, could move out to a little sub
urban garden farm and start oper-

'ations there with no shock com
parable to that of an American city 
family which attempts to begin 
life in the country. 

The unifying element among 
the various European countries was 
that they were all engaged in a 
desperate campaign to reconquer 
rural life for the people of the 
modern industrialized and com
mercialized world. Comparing, 
however, Italy, Central Europe 
and France' it would seem that the 

. campaign for the reconquest of 
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rural life em phasized;respectivel y, 
three principal lines of· effort. In 
Italy, the principal stress was upon 
the reconquest of the land itself ; 
in Central Europe, the reconquest 
of the ownership of the land; and 
in France was stressed the renewal 
of that spiritual and religious life 
which alone puts meaning into 
rural· life: in other words, the 
reconquest of the soul. . 

This differentiation, of. course, 
is not to be taken too rigidly; to a 
certain extent one found all three 
elements in all three countries. But 
it did mark the main line of 
emphasis, and that empha.sis was 
determined by patent historical 
circumstances, each of which was 
in a certain degree parallel to con
ditions prevailing in some of the 
main . divisions of the '. United 
States. On each instance, too, the 
situation led to a definite stress 
being laid upon the means 
employed. 

II 

-J In Italy the land itself presents 
a crucial problem; for Italy's 
closed economx or autarchy makes 
it necessary not only to utilize and 
to improve all the arable land 
available, but also to create new 
arable land within the limits of 
the Italian Peninsula. To the same 
end, the land is being opened up 
in the Italian colonies' of Ethiopia 
and Libya, in North' Africa. 

For this reason the Italian rural
life movement centers largely 
around the two axes of land recla
mation and of land colonization
within and without the Peninsula. 
Former centuries bequested to the 
present generation vast areas such 



as the Pontine:' Marshes unre
claimed and practiCally.:·unhabita
ble; yet with great possibilities for 
the nation ,:that could 'once more 
bring them back into theagricul
tural field. ' 

Itaiy'shistory riever~dest~~yed 
the predominantly agrarian char
acterof'her ;people, so that it has 
not presented an ~cute problem of 
making thoroughly urbanized peo
ples~rui:al minded. But ,the reopen
ing of Iarge newateas of cultivable 
land resulted in an urgent need of 
energetic, practical farmers, far 
removed from the easy going or 
the malaria-ridden type. Hence the 
elaborate provisions for settlement 
of the new lands by families drawn 
chiefly, from those regions in 

. northern Italy where the people 
have already well established tra
ditions of intensive. farming and 
need no special training in habits 
of thrift and industty, 

III 

The restoration of the Pontine 
Ager is the most dramatic piece of 
land reclamation in the history of 
the world'.' 

In the short space of three years 
3,147 farm homes (podere) have 
been· built, arranged in seventeen 
. townships (borghi) with four 
main urban centers to serve them: 
Littoria, Sabaudia, Aprilia, Pome
zia: They are all connected by first 

class automobile' toa;ds. " Thepop~ 
ulation of the redairtled regions is· 
by no means all agricultural, how
ever. There are some 60,000 indus
trial workers in the Roman prov
ince, besides the actual farmers, for 
whom the usual elaborate provi
sions are made in the way of social 
insurance, adult education, recrea
tions, etc. One of the most impor
tant sights of Littoria, the princi
pal town of the Pontine Ager, 
which is more absolutely new than 
any town o~ its size in AITlerica. is 
the headquarters of·the social serv
ice for the industrial workers. 
Here, in this region, is vividly 
exemplified that close' relationship 
between the town and the country 
immediately surrounding it, which 
marks theagraiian. countries of the . 
Old World. . 

. An agreeable pause . in·' a long 
day of sight-seeing under a hot 
June sun was a dinner at the res
taurant in Littoria,where every 
bit of the food was home pro
duced,including cflpretto (kid) 
and chicken, real Bel-,Paese cheese, 
native wine; abund1flt vegetables, 
wheat bread, etc The sale excep
tion was the coffee; but the sugar 
came from the nearby beet-sugar 
factory, one of the show places of 
the Ager. 

Two excellent young Catholic 
. men, Mr. Della Torre and Mr. 
Montini, . who generously gave 
their time and trouble to show me 

the W6tking~' of . the. Aget; 
insistent that'· the value of all 
work is not to be measured in 
economic :te~ms, qut, in terms 
human life·;' "august human 
which rises and asserts . 
(r augusta vita umana che Sorge 
si afferma) ; even though the 
ernment sorely needs all the 
that it can '.produce at home. 
Pontine Ager is no "longer 
land of misery and death, but 
magic land of restored life." 
any tate, the peculiar genius of 
I talian people enables them to 
,the need of providing for, 
phase of human life,' whether the 
project be purely economic ot not, 

For this reason they have 
great care to the housing, 
is expensive, and unhomelike 
an. American point tif -View, 
striCtly adapted to the requirements 
cif an Italian rural family. They 
have not adopted the village sys· 
tern, which prevails so 
throughout Europe; but 
placed the families on 
farms. But the abundance of cen· 
ters, good roads and cheap bus 
lines prevents all isolation. Reli· 
gious life is amply provided for: 
the children' receive religious 
instruction. Each of the major cen· 
ters is dominated by the church, 
built in modernistic style. The 
church at Sabaudia is richly 
adorned with magnificent wood 
carvings, the gift of the Duchess 

A QUESTION, OF LOVERS I have tokens, if gifts could buy me, till love and its 
quest be done. . . . . 

; SisterM. Marleleva 

There be lovers who bring me roses, the velvet of buds 
upcurled; 

But only one lover gives me the blossoms of all the 
world. 

There be those who have pearls, have rubies:·but;how· 
can I cardor these? . . 

This night will my trl,le love bring me the moon and,the ' 
Pleiades. 

Who will catch me a clouds' white splendor; who will 
fetch .me the dying sun? 

. Or who, on the wings of the morning, will hasten, when 
dawn is sweet, ' . 

To meet and possess me solely·?, Only one"with 
pierced feet. 

.And who, f9r he loves me truly, will give me as token 
this, 

,This poignance of loveun$poken, two woifi)d$i~ his 
hands' to kiss? . , , . 
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. Health, hospital·· and 
services are abundantly 
as well as vocational and 
education for those who 

profit by it. 

the impression one 
is that Fascismo is making 

reml;:lUl,'U'''' provision for the intel-
and able youth who wish to 

the land; but that it is 
baffled by those masses of the 

population in the. less fortunate 
parts of the country who do not 
take kindly to such methods, and 
ate unable to shake off traditions 
of long centuries of political and 
sodal confusion and far worse than 
that, of religious neglect with ensu
ing religious indifference. As was 
rather emphatically explained to 
me, success in dealing with such 
problem groups will depend 
largely upon the attitude and coop
eration of the clergy. Such coop
eration from all accounts varies 
much with the various localities. 

IV 

The government's aim is a 
widespread ownership of the land. 
The crucial question: in the promo
tionof such ownership is the for
mulation of the contract which the I 
government enters into with the 
prospective farmer. One problem is 
to determine the minimum of 
monetary credit that is to be 
advanced to the farmer in order to 
pr.ovide for 'him sufficient capital 
without encouraging him to load 
himself with unnecessary debts. 
This minimum was determined 
afte: laborious research by the 
NatlOnal Institute of Agrarian 
Economy on the basis of actual 
yearly income (independently of 
all accidental returns), and was 
placed at about I ,500 lire, a mod
e~t enough sum from any point of 
View. Only the carefully planned 
economy of the Pontine project 
made, it is explained, such a mod
erate minimum possible. 

Whatever the goalef the recla
mation work ;may be. Italy shows 
a clear and intelligent understand-

(Please turn' to' page 6) 
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.. '. 
Well, the county agent accepted my invitation to supper. I sus
pect he was somewhat mystified at being summoned to the home 
of a Catholic priest. himself a first-class Lutheran. 

We had roasted capon-a capon of significance, by the way, since 
it came as a gift for the occasion from the lone 4-H product in my 
parish, who also happens to be the only one of my charges who 
plans to attend the agricultural college ••• And though i~ was an 
acceptable repast .1 fear I was a not-too-gracious host. I plied my 
guest with so many questions that he had little time to eat. As 
one query followed another I began to notice his bewilderment. 
This had turned out to be quite an adventure for him. Here he 
sat talking with (mira bile dictu) a Catholic priest, who seemed not 
only eager to discuss farming and rural life in general but actually 
displayed an interest in 4-H work. . 

He could scarcely disguise a tinge of scepticism mixed with a still 
larger portion of surprise. In manner, if' not in words, he told me 
that the prospect of establishing a 4-H club in a Catholic parish, / 
if it had not been relinquished long ago, haid certainly been filed 
and shelved far back in his mind, collecting that fine dust that 
shrouc!s all wistfully dismissed day dreams. My eagerness, like a 
spring breeze, seemed to blow away the cobwebs. 

He began to talk earnestly about the 4-H program, of its history, 
its scope, its requirements. But he was not over-earnest. Here 
was something he knew "(as 'Worthwhile; there was no need for any 
"salesmanship" with its "clRlnce-of-a-lIfetime" and "sign-on-the 
-dotted-line" technique. His bearing told me clearly: "Well this is 
it: take it or leave it." And since he was~horoughly familiar with 
his work - - I took it. • • • 

I took the story of his county projects; the principles he outlined 
as the basis of 4-H thought; the need he presented for the .cooper
at.ion of the Church and 4-H. I was sure of his sinceri~ywhen he 
told me that 4-H people are most desirous to work hand in hand 
with religious leaders in the training of real men and women who 
might come to look with respect upon a career in agriculture. But 
most of all was I pleased when he attempted - - somewhat inade
quately but earnestly - - to prove that· medieval culture· had been 
the culture of the farm and the land. Being a medievalist bllth 
by inclination and by irrefutable logic; I liked that turn in the 
conversation. It was perhaps this added touch that made me de
cide to seek his help in starting a 4-H club in the parish. .His an
swer to my request was an emphatic affirmative. •• . By the time 
we lit our cigars I believe he lounel me interesting also. . 

Last week he took me to a 4-H meeting in the most rural part 0.1 
our county. When I walked into the hall with my collar turned 
backwards I know I created a sensation.· .. They have no pretense, 
these farm youngsters! As they gazed .. t me with open,.mouthed 
amazement, I realized that there was too much sincerity and hon
esty about them to hide poker faces. 

But the novelty of a clerical collar soon wore off, and when the 
meeting was over it was I who was. astonished. I . hi!ld seen a 
meeting in which young peopl~ really became alive and interested 
about important things, a meeting carrYing a personaleritl'lusiasm 
that would have been· distinctly unusual for some· of· the dull 
me~ti ... gs at the parish. •• I must give ' more thought t04-H. If 
it tan· combine so flexibly· the recreational and the. educational, 
the social and the· cultural~ then methinks it cries out . to the 
country,pastor for-the spiritual element~ which alone:',emains . to' 
perfect it. ", . . : ,,' 
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BACK TO THE LAND 

THE most gratifying feature of the Catholic colony estab" 
lishedby the Rev. Francis J. McGoey, at King; Ontario, 

is its success in providing for a truly Catholic way of life and 
in making former city families content with earning a living' 
in simple surroundings devoid of many conveniences and lux
uries considered necessary by most urban dwellers., 

Father McGoey explained his project to listeners at 
Detroit, April 27, and gave practical answersto all queries 
and difficulties proposed during an hour of questioning after 
his lecture. 

The primary principle of Mt. St. Francis community, he 
explained, according to the Michigan Catholic, is not to see 
how much money each family can make but to demonstrate 
how well it can live with the least money. He took in forty
one families of middle-aged men who were no longer wanted 
by industry and were on relief. Though accustomed to city', 
life, they have acquired such a sense of security and content
ment in their simple rural surroundings in a few years that, 
most of the seventy-six children in the community school 
wish to remain in agriculture. The head of each family prac
tices a trade. 

" 

Father McGoey is not enlarging the present colony of 
forty-one families (241 persons) each with its ten-acre plot, 
but favors' establishment of additional communities. This 
will become necessary, as the birth rate of the colony is 'th~ 
times that of Ontario province. ", 

Owing to the small acreage and limited means, possibili~ 
ties of development are restricted. In one sense the community 
is a transition project, a stepping stone to something better. 
Man y of the young people working on neighboring :farms
will be able gradually to acquire large tracts and become real 
farmers. 

The project has cost $40,000, or $1,000 per family. 
It has four hundred acres of land and assets worth at least 
$40,000. It was begun with the aid of private charity, the 
government providing food for a family during its first or 

,- "training" year in the community.' ' 

The' community has saved the taxpayers $40,000, or 
the equivalent of its cost! Once established, a family no 
longer needs public assistance. Under the relief system we 
spend in this country at least $1,000 on a family. of six 
persons in two years and at the end of that period the family, 
is still dependent-unless the father has found industrial , 
employment. And, it is generally admitted that millions of 
middle-aged men now on ,relief will never again obtain 
employment in industry. 

Considered in this light, the establishment of such colo
nies for relief families would be a good investment frolii a 
purely financial viewpoint. It would appear to be a tong 
step toward solution of the relief problem. " . 

Far greater, of course, are the moral and social benefits. 
The people learn to look landward instead of cityward: they 
become contented and opposed to Communism and they fol
low a,Christian way of life with all its incalculable social; 
and moral advantages. ' ','" 
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ElJROPE'RECONQUERS 
RURAL LifE 
(Continued from page' 5)' 

in.gthat agriculture is 
unless full recognition be given 
the spiritual requirements of 
agriculttuists; that it is nelceSllaril 
a 'cooperative enterprise, that 
and country must collaborate; 
that the individual should 
his home and make its ~conomy 
varied and self -subsistent as 
sible. This, it seems to me, is 
small ,lesson to be derived from 
land policy whose principal 
lemis the elementary orieof 
irig the larid itself. 

V 

Nowhere in Centrill Europe 
1 fed more close to the heart of 
land problem as there 
thimI did in 'the office of 
Holub, ' in Bratislava, capital 
Slovakia; who was adm . 
of the Slovak parts of the 
ecclesiastical estates in the 
of Esztergrom (Gran) which 
formerly belonged entirely to 
gary,but were now, 
between the, two' countries. 
was i in May, 1938, just prior 
the 'International Eucharistic Con
gress at Budapest. Since that 
Hungary has taken - back, the 
acres of many of these estates. 
do not know whether Dr. 
is still in charge or whether he has 
anything left now to administer. 
lcettainly hope that he has, for 
he. bore every evidence of being as 
cpnstientiousand painstaking a 
manager as one could expect. One 
of llismost interesting exhibits was 
all album of photographs which 
had . been' submitted to ,the Holy 
See,:;~s a proof that the Czecho
Slovak,' administration' of the 
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the property and.those 
" .1~ ·.·._~.n. it. Farm improve

shown in detail, ran go 
modern wells; in place 

ancient well sweep of patri
:days, to Catholic churches. 

',:t'd')pu{ it bluntly, President 
NIas~ryk, . and his s.uccessor Presi
dent \Benes, found It necessary to 
buil,C'churches for Catholic farm
ersin Slovakia precisely as did 
Mussolini in Italy. Whatever the 
politics or ,ideology of the rulers 
might be, the stubborn fact 
remains' .that . rural life, even a 
rUral,ecqnomic life, is impossible if 

'the ' spiritual : sid.e of man 1.S 

neglected; 
In striking contrast to the huge 

private estates is the village system 
as se~n in Central Europe. Slova
kiaand Hungary rejoice in. villages 
where anything from 4,000 to 
6,OOOpeople live on three or four 
enormously long streets in solid 
blocks of one-story stone or brick 
farm-houses, each with its arched 
portal' 'leading to an inner court
yarcI. If the Am~rican prairie farm 
ii: depressing because of its isola
tion, this type of overgrown village 
is likewise. depressing with its 
implication of a people bound to 

(Please turn to page 23) 

lAM NOT A FARMER,· BUT - -

I HAVE a son who may some 
. day be a fanner. And so it 

behooves me to think what it is 
the theater can do for rural life. 

As ,a matter of fact it sho.uld 
be my sQn who is writing this arti
cle. He has the feeling for the land. 
For animals too. I'm not sure just 
where. he gets it. Few of the Lav-
erys have been farmers. _ 

There was a time when, know
ing my own limitations as a man 
of. the soil, I considered a compro
mIse. I was willing to. live ,next to 
a man who had a farm JBut the 
young man waved' this .' thought 
aside in scorn. He wanted a real 
farm. One that was his own and 
with livestock that reproduced. at 
regular .intervals. 

~ 

.Emmet ':Lavery; Produ'cer and, play
Wright, New: York. Allthor of Tile First 
Legion;M6hsignor's Hour, Second Spring, 
etc. .' .. . . . 

Now I've come to the conchi-, 
sio.n that he's right. I -realize all 
too well that it isn't quite the idyll 
he imagines it will be. But with 
the directness of youth he has 
focused on the realities of life' in 
a warm and a very human way. 
And it's much more wonderful to 
him that corn should rise to' its 
'full height in late' summer than 
that. a curtain should rise on one 
of hisfaiher's plays at regular 
intervals. 

Ahd :Why not? Plays are all 
very weil. But if weare to. have 
that lovely sense of wonder which 
Chesterton radiated, where shall 
we begin to look for.it 1f n~t in 
nature? . 

So almost any day nOW I would 
not be surprised to have my son 
settle ,me down on a nice farm, 

Of course I don't know what 
r m going to do about the theater. 
l"m not sure he'd stand for me 
turning 'One of his barns into just 
anothersurrtmer playhouse. But I havi ail idea: . ..' . : .. ' 

If this "back to the land"'id~a 
IS so natural th~f.iy~up-gs·t~r~take 

. to it like ducks to. Water,' why 
shouldn't our Catholic. theaters 
project the idea in a perfectly prac
tical way? 

I propose that we begin with 
Thornton Wilder's Our Town. 
Any grange hall will do for a 
stage. No scenery . Very little fur
niture. Just a few lights. And one 
of the most beautiful plays of all 
time. 

Then after all the co:untry par
ishes have done this play and all 
the city parishes have tried it. too, 
we can cali upon some group of 
competent, Catholic dramatists to 
map us a full program for the ideal 
integration of the Catholic theater 
of tomorrow and the new rural 
life in America'. 

I mentioned Our Town by way 
of example. There are many other 
lovely plays, of exceptional qual
ity, that sing the beauty of the 
simple life. And if we have the 
imagination to devote ourselves in 
the Catholic rural theater. to the 

" best things in drama, w.ew.i11 find 
~at' the theater will' stimulate the 

rural life. of tomorrow. and the 
farm will bring a, new· breath of 
fresh air to th~. theater.. . 

Do you remember Gnren Grqw 
the Lilacs and. the Farmfcr Takes a 
Wife? Have you re.ad Everywhere 
I Roam, the lovely new play' by 
Arnold Sundgaard and Marc. Con
nelly? And the dramatizatioii' of 
As the Earth Turns? I have ... the 
feeling our CathOlic rural life'of 
tomorrow might produce ,a whOle 
generation of audiences and play
wrights ,who would.be asdistin,c-
tive as the abbey itself... .,' . 

By these tokens you will know 
that it is toolate t()!nake a farmer 
out of a' dramatist .. But perhaps, 
with the heIp of a few g90d plays, 
I can mal<e my son glad h~ cl10se 
to be .a firmer J 

$I 

IIHate not laborious works, 
norhusbandry ordained by .the 
MC)~t ~igh:1I Eecl. 7. 

-

I, : 



WHEN the final s~ssion of ea;h 
annual Cathollc Rural Llfe 

convention has ended, the most 
vital and challenging part of the 
Conference program . will still 
remain to be planned and put into 
operation. This is the delivery of a 
carefully conceived and truly 
workable pattern for fine farm 
family living, suitable for a parti
cular community, which the pas
tor of that community will deve-

I .lop in cooperation with the farm 
families of his flock. In the process, 
the rural pastor will most likely be 
called' upon to be a master artisan, 
a sociologist, a philosopher, an 
agronomist, a horticulturist, an 
agricul tural engineer,. an economist, 
a specialist in family relations, all 
in addition to being a dispenser of 
the mysteries of God. 

To make and carryon the sort 
of program the rural pastor is eager 
to develop for his parish, it is 
imperative manifestly that he be a 
frequent caller in all the rural 
homes in his jurisdiction. ThIS 
important factor in program build
ing has some problems not 
unknown to the writer. However, 
these problems are not insur
mountable, for the principal rea
son that an understanding friend 
is always welcome in any home. 

.r have many memories of the 
visits of the priest to our home. I 
remember the late Father Thomas 
Smythe, my Godfather, tall and 
ascetic, who frequently pedaled the 
four miles on a bicycle between his 
home and ours. Only recently my 

Pauline Reynolds. Extension Service
State of North Dakota. Cooperative 
Extension Work in Agriculture and Home 
Economics. State College Sta .• Fargo. N. 
Dak. . 
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'ilE democracy' is to be any~ 
thing more than a dead level 
of squalid mediocrity, then com
mon life must be lived nobly 
and well. . .. In it is the hope 
of our future-common people 
living lives of greatness. 11 

Lucidn Price in the Atlantic 
Monthly, April, 1926. 

mother was telling that on one 
occasion I horrified him completely 
by demonstrating my, at that time, 
latest achievement-the ability to 
stand on my head. He later, by 
owning the first automobile in the 
county, "scared the wits" out of 
all the adults and driving horses 
in the community, but, in my 
mind, no thrill will ever compare 
with that first breathless ride I 
had in his roaring, sno.rdng auto-
mobile. ~. 

Of course, home visits, whether 
made by a social worker, county 
extension agent, family doctor, 
high-powered salesman, or pastor, 
if they are to be effective, demand 
a skilled technique worthy of deep 
study. 

Farm family life is a cooperative 
enterprise. "The women in the 
country homes are partners in a 
very special sense. The. intimate 
association of these women with 
the men folks in the industry . . . 
is not normally found in the 
industries other than agriculture 
of which it is an essential and 
characteristic feature. "2 Words such 
as these we have all read and heard 
repeatedly in one form or another 
at every Catholic rural life meet
ing. As long ago as 1930, two 
farm economists in the Middle 
West set out to analyze the human. 
elements in the farmer and his 
family that contributed to success. 
Very wisely they decided to go to 
the farmers themselves to find the 
answers. 

2Flee to the Fields. 

'/'A' suggestive· list> ·of :fifteen 
human factors was made' out and 
sent to each of the farmers, with a 
request that he rank' them in th 
order of their influence upon h·

e 

success. Of the lists returned, se~~ 
enty-two were sufficiently com. 
plete to be included in a general 
tabulation. These were the per. 
sonal factors, in order of impor. 
tance, to which these seventy-two 
highly intelligent farmers ascribed 
their success: 

1. Farm experience 
2. Wife's cooperation 
3. Ambition to succeed 
4. Liking for farm work 
5. Getting work done on time 
6: Hard work 
7. County agent's help 
8. Farm papers 
9. Production management 

10. Father having been a good 
farmer 

11. School training 
12. Buying and selling ability 
13. Outlook information 
14. Ability to handle labor 
15 . Children's help 

VIt was impossible, of course, to 
measure exact! y the degree or the 
amount of cooperation given farm
ers by their wives. Among the 
items to be considered were: Help
ing to make the farm plans. taking 
an active interest in the farm oper
ations, understanding the many 
farm problems, adjusting the fam
ily budget to the farm earnings, 
and helping with outside work. 

"Yet a useful comparison could 
be made. With the aid of county 
agents, field men· and others 
acquainted with the facts, Mr. 
Wilcox selected seventeen families 
in which the best cooperation of 
wife was in evidence.. Then he 
selected seventeen famili~s in which 
there seemed to be the least cooper
ation. And he resolutely compared 
the two. 

"Listen, ye wives, to the aston
ishing result. In the first group of 
families, with cooperating wives, 
the operator's labor earnings aver
aged $1,757. In the other groUP, 
where the wives fell down on the 
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'ob/:the earnings were only $·842; 
~i:differenceof m?re than .100. 
"t' ·cent. Tell it not mGath ;pub~ 

pe .. h . fAk' !ish it not In t e streets a s e.., 
lonF'~ ...... ...•.. 

,The late Dom . Vitgil Michel 
bas said that the".w~fe trulyse.ts 
the tone of the ChnstIan home, In 

fact is the true guardian angel and 
priestess. " . 

These references are' made here 
to emphasize the importance of the 
farm homemaker in the plan for 
farm family living and the real 
dignity of her place in any pro
gram of social reconstruction on 
the farms . 

There are two kinds of income 
on every farm, money income and 
non-money income. The non
money income consists of goods or 
services produced for family con
sumption. Home produced food is 
the item which contributes most 
to the non -money income because 
food for the family requires such 
a high propOrtion of the income. 
An adequate' non-money income 
(especially of food) which can be 
produced and consumed at home is 
helpful to the farm family in two 
ways. It insures a better food sup
ply, and cash required for food and 
other goods and services is thus 
made available for different pur
poses. 

In certain localities, drouth and 
grasshopper plagues have made the 

'Wives and Other Assets. by Malcolm 
Cutting. in the Country Gentleman, Octo
ber. 1932. 

problem of the farm' familyf60d . 
supply a serious one. Still' another 
difficulty for many farm families 
is that of . purchasing the livestock 
necessary to furnish an adequate 
supply of meat, milk, .eggs fotthe 
family. Perhaps more serious than 
any of these,' however, is the phi
losophy which has developed in 
far too many homes that it is 
"cheaper to buy than to produce." 
How many times have you heard 
people say, "It doesn't pay to make 
bread"-"to can"-"to make but-

tet.:":~. "Canned fruits andvege~ 
tables can be' purchased Iorless 
money than they can be raised;'~-· .-. . 
"It doesn't pay to make butter;" 
-"It's cheaper to sell the cream 
and buy the butter." In too many. 
instances what is really meant is: 
"I don't know· how to' make 
bread."-"It is lots of work to 
can."-"I won't be bothered mak~ 
ing butter." 

Of course, to be entirely fair, it 
must be observed that no one is 

. (Please turn to pag-e 10) 

FORTY-TWO YEARl AdO 

Excerpt from a Pasto~al Letter <If Bishop Louis M. Fink, O. S. B., to the clergy and 
faithful of the Diocese of t<a~saJitY, Kan. (now Leavenw~rthl. 1896. 

.... As we need God's'blesssng to render our work fruitful, let us ask it. with 

faith and Perseverance, assisted by our Spiritual Mother, the Church. For this 

purpose I grant to all pastors for their country districts for 1896 the faculty of 

applying the prayers and exorcism "Contra locustas et bruchos" according' to 

the Ro~an Ritual, against insects hurtful to crops. The said prayers and 

exorcisms are to be applied publicly on a certain Sunday, after due publication. 

I suggest that it be dorie on a certain Sunday after Vespers; or after the 

Rosary and the Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus have been said in public. 

After the "bove exorcism Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament should 

be given as usual. Every family shp'lld be represented by at least one member, 

if the entire congregation cannot be present. The pastors, moreover, may 

privately bless fields of those who request it. An "Our Father", '''Hail Mary" 

and "Glory Be to the Father" in honor of the "Holy Family" should be added 

to the usual night prayers, and after last Mass on Sundays during 1896 for the 

fruits of the earth. From the beginning of March a Mass in honor of the 

Holy Family on every Tuesday till 1897 shall be said by every pastor; and 

every family that is able, should have one Mass, at least, offered for the 

Tuesday's intention, and the family should assist at that Mass, at least through 

some of the children. The "Oratio Imperata" for 1896 is "ad obtinendam 

pluviam" and, data occasione, "Pro Quacumque Necessitat.e." The blessing 

of the seed should publicly take place at Mass, high Mass if possible, on 

September 8. Asermon on the sacramentals of the Church should be preach

ed on that occasion, or on the Sunday previous. The blessing of the seed may 

take place privately on other days, preceding the 8th of September in mis

sionary stations without a resident priest. The. Roman Ritual only i~ to .be 

used for the fore·mentioned blessings .•••• 
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able,to say for anyone individual 
family. what foods o.r. other goods 
can be most economically produced 
and processed at home, or what 
foods or goods should be pur
chased. That can only be deter
mined when farm families and 
their leaders become skilled in 
loo.king at the facts in each indi
vidual situation and then face 
them honestly and courageously. 
The farm family must make care
ful plans; which suggests that all 
members of the family group 
appraise their land, their livestock, 
their farm and home equipment, 
the native or acquired skills of all 
the members, and then decide what 
can be produced for cash money 
income and what they are equipped 
to produce as goo.ds and services 
for family consumption. Here also 
is the opportunity for the various 
members of the family to be 
encouraged to develop new skills 
and to keep themselves conversant 
with the available sources of 
enlightenment on matters of farm 
concern. 

Let's look at the matter of the 
family garden. Even in drouth 
areas there are always a few fami
lies who have .a good garden-one 
that produces a supply. of fruit· 
and vegetables. sufficient for the 
growing season and to store and 
can fo.r the winter months. To 
have such a garden means plan
ning and cooperation from all 
members of the family. It means 
the right location in the first place 
-protected from hot winds,or 
near a well or spring for summer 
watering. In certain areas it may 
mean piling snow on that particu
lar spot during the winter to insure 
sufficient moisture. It will mean a 
kno.wledge of the fruits and vege
tables adaptable to that climate; it 
will mean a fence to protect the 
growing plants from livestock and 
chickens. Those who have read 
understandingly of the great sacri
fice made by Jody in The Yearl
ing, who in order to save the fam
ily growing foad had to. kill his 
beloved Flag, will fully realize 
ho.w important is the fence to the 

10 

garden. It wiU mean planning for: 
proper. cultivationduririg the entire, 
season. It may mean that sameone 
in the hame will keep accounts of 
the money value to. the familyfoad 
supply, so that everyone in the
family may realize. that their 
efforts really cantribute in a mate
rial way to. the family income. 
Such a garden will pay returns in 
satisfactian as well, particularly if 
some. portion of it is saved for 
flawers, for that part af a garden 
shauld never be overlaaked. 

Preservatian and storage af faod 
in the farm hame is an art and 
will call fo.r somegaad but cam
paratively inexpensive equipment 
for the use af the farm hamemaker. ' 
A family-sized steam pressure. 
coaker and an adequate supply of, 
canning supplies are gaod invest
mertts far any hame. Storage places 
for homegrawn and preserved faod 
must be pravided, and here the 
menfo.lk can again. use their skill. 
with tools and provide ~elves and 
bins and starage closets as they, 
are needed. Contributing to the 
family living in any way is a dig
nified piece of work, and men and; 
bays may well be· proud of the 
contributian they are equipped to 
make. All af these principles hold. 
true in regard to. producing other! 
.faodstuffs for home cansumptian:! 
Preparing home-grown cereal far: 
use on the table, preparing and. 
storing the meat supply, care of: 
dairy products tor the home, all: 
require care and skill. There may. 
be same legitimate arguments for. 
no.t praducingfoad an the farm i 
for home consumption, but obser
vation of farm life aver any period 
cannat help but canvince ane that 
the \hames that produce food for 
home co.nsumptian are the ones: 
that have it in adequate quantity 
far health and satisfactary living. 

One of the reliable sources af. 
such information on farm family 
living is the Extension Division of 
the Land Grant College located in 
each State in the United States. 
They have available all sorts of 
practical and usable literature on 
the various phases of farm family' 

living which ate applkable to the' 
.' I S W' h' Ir parttcu ar.· tates; . ,It m the reach 

of . my hand at thIS moment a 
three excellent circulars entitle~e 
Barrel Cream Cooler, Farm Hom; 
Water Systems at Low COst 
Home Made Shower Bath. Thes; 
are only samples af scores and 
scares af helpful. and warthwhile 
pieces of literature which may be 
had for t?e asking. The COunty 
representative of the Extension 
Service, usually lacated at the 
county seat, often has in his office 
supplies af these practical cirCUlars 
and bulletins for distribution on 
request. 
'. A group of farm families. living 
an Narth Dako.ta farms, who at 
the time they received rehabilita
tion loans fram the Farm Security 
Administratian, agreed to keep 
recards and accounts, have recently 
added some important factual 
information to. the study of the 
value af hame praduction for farm 
family living. The accaunt books 
kept by these families for approx-

The Blessing of Flocks 
and Herds 
-- From the Roman Ritual 

LET US PRAY- • 0 Lord God, 
King of heaven and earth, Word 01 
the Father, through Whom come all 

things that sustain us humans, we be· 
seech Thee to regard our humilitYi and 

as Thou h~st provided support to our 

labors and necessities, so do Thou 

deign in Thy most benign mercy and 

by Thy celestial benediction, to bless, 
protect· arid preserve these flocks and 

herds, and to bestow upon Thy chil· 

dren enduring grace with temporal 

providencei so that by the power 01 
grace Thy holy name may be praised 

and glorifiedi Who livest and reigneSt 

with God the Father - - - - Amen. 
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iAl~t~ly; ayear,paye been,ap.aly~e.d 
b~;~heQepartmenJ: of Rural.Socl
~19gy,. North ~akota Expeqment 
Station. In spite of the fact ,that 
the .farm business of 1937 pro
du~ed unsatisfactory incomes due 
toiow crop yields, complete crop 
failures in certain areas, declining 
prices for, farm products, limited 
equipment in some cases for home 
production of foods, this group of 
low-income families produced 43 
per cent of the family living on the 
farm. They not only produced it, 
they had kept the record that 
showed they had produced it. 

When one is familiar with the 
results which c;;m be accomplished 
by farm families who plan, coop
erate, make use of available tech
nical informatio.n, work hard and 
check results, it is only natural to 
speculate on what might be accom
plished by Catholic families who 
are ifortunate to live in a commun
ity where the pastor helps interpret 
to them in their daily living the 
beautiful liturgy of the Church, 

I=OUND IN THE 
EDITOR'S MAIL ••• 

" .. _ There is o.ne thing which 
seems to, me of very pressing 
importance. This is the matter of 
the development of a type o.f spir
ituality, a form of devotion, which 
will, enable the, Catholic life to 
grow, blossom and express itself 
in a rural environment. Iamwon
dering if there is anyone in this 
movement of ours who is work
ing on the problem. 

"In the first place I am bound to 
state that, having come into the 
Church at the age of thirty, and 
~y habits and point of view hav
Ing been perhaps hardened in 
another environment, I may ,not 
~ee, things as they are at all. If this 
IS true, as it very likely is, all that 
follows can be ignored. _ . . 

partk,uJaxly as it cop.cern~, the 
things of agricul ture and the home. 

The Catholic Rural Life Bulle
tin has recently printed two exam
ples of the ritual blessings for the 
things of agriCulture which are a 
part of the rightful heritage of the 
faithful. Surely members of a farm 
family who know the prayer, 
"Almighty God, we humbly ask 
Thy merciful aid so that these 
fields may be warmed with tem
perate winds; may Thy blessed 
rains water them; may Thy people 
who receive these blessings always 
render Thee fitting thanks; and 
may the fruits of the earth be of 
benefit both to body and soul so 
that the needy and the poor may 
be led to bless Thy holy name for
ever" (Roman Ritual) will feel 
very close to their Creator as they 
till their soil. , . 

i 

; One who has really turned the 
handle of the churn and known the, 
sometimes long, anxious mo.men.ts· J 
before the "butter gathers" will"" 

"But here is how it appears to 
me: the spiritual life of the Catho
lic layman is formed, unless he 
has a very independent character, 
by the kind of teaching in devo.
tion that he has received in his 
youth at school and at church. 
This teaching consists of prayers 
that he is taught, exercises that he 
takes part in alone or with his fel
lows, books that he is given to 
read, sermons and instructions that 
he hears, etc. All this forms the 
framework, as it were, within 
which his own personal religio.n 
develops. The adequacy of the 
framework to some extent condi
tions th~ adequacy of the personal 
religion built within it. It is only 
the exceptional person who can 
transcend the defects of his educa
tion. 

"My impression is that the spir
itual educatio.n that Catholics are 
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f\Illy appreciate the ' ,:"ords , of ,the 
Church~ s blessing 9f 'cheese" (or 
butter)-"O Lord, Almighty, 
deign to bless and sanctify ihis 
cheese (or butter) which Thou 
hast deigned to produce from the 
fat of animals, so that whoever o.f 
Thy faithful peoples shall eat of 
it, being filled with every heavenly 
blessing and grace, may aboun,d in 
good things. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen" (Roman Ritual). 

The many special blessings of 
the Church for the things of agri
culture offer endless possibilities to 
each Catholic farm family to. 
weave for themselves a rich life 
tapestry ma~e of golden threads of 
liturgical prayer. 

These paragraphs are suggestive 
of some of the elements which 
may help accomplish 'the real 
objective of the Catholic Rural 
Life Conference-Catholk farm 

'families living in obscurity, lives 
of sanctity and greatness-Catho-
lic rural life "lived nobly and 
well." , 

getting in this country at present 
is inadequate for enabling them to 
build up a real Catholic culture of 
any kind, and especially a rural 
culture. The whole scheme of spir
itual education seems to' smack of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth cen
tury European city. Yau hlve a 
society presupposed in which there 
is master and man, noble la:dy and 
servant. The directions for con
duct deal with the relations 
between these classes. The exam
ples held up fo.r emulation are the 
wealthy lady who spends her time 
and her substance taking care of 
the poor, or the humble poor man 
who faithfully serves his master 
(or who refuses to do evil at his: 
master's bidding). When the peas
ant is brought in, he is seen 
through the eyes of the city man
a simple soul who does his work, 
enjo.ys his modest (and almost 

I( 



childish j: ; pleasutes;- ;ahdIeaves;all 
respoiisib,llity·.·· to '. his .'. bettets;Ai.l 
thisdri 'be translated into terms 
of New York The noble 'lady 
becomes a;" 'lady of independen.t 
mearis;" arid the servarit becomes 
"an Irish stenographer:' and also 
there is·usually a poor widow with 
an erring son thrown in. Yoil can 
duplicate in the modern city almost 
everything in the France of Louis 
XIII. 

"But where' does all this apply 
to the farmer? The examples mean 
nothing to him, and the ways by 
which these . examples attained 

hbliness are not;ways which-he can 
usewith6tit.· considerable m(jdifica.~ 
tio:ili And since the teaching· that 
the, Catholic farmer gets ~s _ not 
exactly ad.em, it is no wonder 
that. it does not bear any too much 
fruit. 
. "There is another defect, I 

think, which goes much de~per, 
and that is the emphasis Oll. the 
"self" side of devotion-' .. -the bene
fits attached to this devotion and to 
that, to this confraternity and to 
that third order, etc. It all resul~s in 
the belief that the chief advantage 
of being a Catholic is that you get 

A LETTER FROM ROME 
At the suggestion of His Excellency, the Most Rev, Amleto Giovanni 

Cicognani, D.O., Apostolic Delegate to the United States, the officers of 
the Conference some weeks ago presented beautifully bound. volumes of 
Ccuholic Rural Life Objectives, third issue, to the Holy Father, to Giuseppe 
Cardinal Pizzardo, secretary of Actio Catholica, and to' the Sacred Congre

. gation of the Council. 
We are pleased to reproduce herewith Cardinal Pizzardo's letter of 

acknowledgment addressed to the honorary president'of the Conference, 
the Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, D.D., Bishop of Great Falls, and episco
pal chairman of the Social Action Department of N.C.W.C. 

Roma, 20th of January, 1939. 
Your Excellency, 

It was with particular pleasure that I received and 
read the papers of the fifteenth annual convention of 
the National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

This splendid organization, of which Your Excel
lency is the :honorary president and the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Luigi Ligutti the effective president for this year~ repre
sentsa truly Catholic attempt to assist the rural workers 
both materi~lly and spiritually. The work which it has 
done to preserve and advance the Catholic faith in those 
rural' districts where Catholics are few and there is little 
religious assistance is worthy of special praise. 

The ,numerous papers contained in the volume of 
the fifteenth convention afford a precious guide to the 
study of this branch of Catholic activity in your coun
try and show clearly the intelligent and zealous work 
already in progress. 

I am happy to offer Your Excellency and all those 
who have cooperated with you in this great enterprise, 
my heartiest congratulations. I am sure that our Lord 
will bless and advance this work which has been begun 
in His name. 

With s~ntiments of deep esteem, I am 
Yours faithfully in Christ, 
·E. CARDINAL PiZZARDO' 

alo~out of it foi·verylinle effort' 
Ana you can't expect a~very Solid 
andworthwhilec~ltute to bepto, 
ducedby a generatlon brought up 
with that attitude. I think this too 
comes from the Counter-Reforma. 
tion, a time when it was thought 
necessary to put the Catholic 
brand on as many people as possi. 
ble,regardless of the terms under 
which they accepted that brand. 

"If we are to' develop an indi
genous rural culture based on 
Catholic principles, we must 
develop an indigenous spirituality 
with which people of that culture 
can bind themselves to God. And 
'we can't do it with the forms of 
sixteenth century Europe. The cuI. 
ture which we envision is an 
entirely new type, and must have a 
new devotional apparatus. We can 
get inspiration, of course, from the 
past, but it cannot be from the very 
abnormal past. of the Counter
Reformation. Must we not go back 
farther? The ideal man whom we 
want to provide for is neither mas
ter nor servant, neither employer 
nor employed (nor unemployed), 
He does not travel in crowds. He is 
a free-holder, a dweller on the 
land, a man whose environment 
is his home and ,the society of his 
neighbors who 'are like him. I 
think if we would go back to the 
psalms, the breviary hymns, the 
writings of St. Augustine, St. 
Benedict, St. Gregory and those 
early people, the old Celtic and 
Saxon heroes as found in Bede, 
etc., we would find a society and a 
spirituality much more to the 
point. Then we. would have a firm 
starting point,. and from this 
source we could begin to develop 
our devotional apparatus experi· 
mentally. 

"I was beginning to discuss this 
business with Father Virgil 
Michel, but now.' he is gone, 
Haven't you got somebody who 
can begin to work on it? 

"P. s.-y oukriow who it is 
who rush in where angels fear to 
tread. I usually get little but 
uncomprehending. looks when I 
mention any of thk" 
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E INDUSTRIAL' At-I,D' they receive remuneration, ~c:c9J41'; 
ing to the law of supply and 
clemand. CompetitiQn :is,:free 
because the price of fapnproducts, 
generally speaking,., moves.. .in 
inverse ratio to the supply of farm 

L PROLETARIATE 

SOMEONE has said that an 
American farmer is not a real 

farmer unless he is raising Cain 
about the farm problem. Although 
the farmers have been agitating for 
decades, they have watched others 
groW rich while farmers,' whose 
fields have overflown with the 
bounty of nature, have starved. 

Thus, for decades, the American 
farmer has waged a losing fight 
for social justice. He has not been 
alone inthis struggle, for the great 
masses of city industrial workers 
have been waging the same strug
gle. During the 1870's and 1880's 
the farmers joined hands with the 
urban workers in a political 
attempt to secure social justice. 
That attempt failed in the long 
run-failed miserably. Since the 
close of the last century there have 
been sporadic attempts made to 
unite politically the farmer and 
the worker, but so far no lasting 
results have been achieved. 

At first blush, it would seem 
that farmers and workers are in the 
same boat, and for that reason 
should stand together shoulder to 
shoulder against social and eco
nomic injustice. Paradoxically, 
this is far from the truth for recent 
social history is replete with exam
ples of open warfare between 
farmers and groups of organized 
workers. Union organizers report 
frequently that many farmers 
?ppose them as bitterly as exploit
lUg capitalists, 

-Richard L-G. DeveralI. Editor. The 
~hristian Front; professor of Sociology. 

ugustinian Seminary. Villanova, Pa, 

products available. ,This ... mea,ns 
that in lean years, the price of. 
wheat, rises because the dem;:indis 
far greater than thesnpplY.Ori 
the other hand, when a bumper 
crop is harvested, prices· drop. 
because the supply now e~ceeds 

Farmers often oppose organized the demand. The individual farmer 
workers because they feel that the -one amongst thousands, of farm-
program of labor is against the bet- ers-is powerless to 'tesist these 
ter interests of the American agri- price changes, and he is at liberty 
cultural population. The labor either to refrain from selling or 
movement, on its part, has to sell at a price whieh will not 
regarded the farm population as even cover the bare cost of produc-
being' individualistic and reaction- don. 
ary; hence, labor has not been very Our' basic industries ,have long I 
solicitous about the welfare of the since left this phase of individual-
farm worker. Betause of this divi- "d ' , , r 
sian between the industrial work- IS tic an 'competitive c,aplt,a Ism, 

d th f h
' d . Monopoly and the comblOatlOl1 of 

ers an . e armers, a t Ir group f' d . .. h 
h b bl t 1 11 < Th t" a ew giant pro ucers permits t, e 

'h d 'ddl" ew 10 ustna IStS lo. anyone ... e. ' as een a e 0 ru ea. a . iu 'd· '1" fi ld· 
group IS t e upper an ml '" l'k h k d 
1 Th h d ' 'd' d h un let e wea. an numerous c asses, ey ave IVI e t e f 1'· ·d· '. . 

k B h h
armers, to contra pnces an .. pro-

war ers, ecause t ey ave d .' . h d f .. , 
d' 'd d th hId G uctlOn to up ear . a extents. 

IVI e, , ey ave ru e. ener- Whereas there are miilions of 
ally speaklOg, the farmers have f . ff·' h'· , d· :, 
b 'h . d '1 armers a enng t en pro nce :to 

een conservatIVe, t e 10 ustna h .' bl"· ·fi' d 
k·· "d" In b' t e consumlOg pu lC, we n a wor ers ra lea ur an agitators fl· ·t' . . .. ,., I' . 

h 1 d
·, h ew arge corpora lOns monopo IZ-

w o,c ever propagan IStS ave· h 'd' d~·· I· 
t ld h f 

., 109 suc 10 ustnes as ra 10, stee, 
ate armers, want to sovietize 

America, 
However, there is something far 

deeper than the siren voice of the 
propagandist, When we examine 
the aims of farm workers and of 
industrial workers' organizations, 
we discover deep seated economic 
differences between the agricul
tural and the industrial economic 
systems.' 

Prices and control of production 
seem to be the key points around 
which both programs revolve; so 
let us examine the essential work~ 
ings of both, 

Our agricultural economy is one 
of the few places in our national 
economy where the conditions of 
individualistic capitalism prevail. 
For . example, a good portion of 
our farmers own the instruments 
of production-their farms-and 

(Please turn to page 16) 
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Pope Pius XI 

• OlJr Holy Father, Pope Pius 
XI, 26lst successor of St. Peter as 
Vicar of Christ on earth, is dead. 
The hearts of four hundred mil
lion children of the Church 
throughout the universe are heavy 
with grief; good men everywhere 
are profoundly sorry that this 
saintly, scholarly, courageous 
champion of the cause of Chris
tian charity and justice has 'been 
summoned from the scene of 
human affairs. 

In the phrasing of Archbishop 
Stritch of Milwaukee, Pope Pius 
XI had "an abiding familiarity 
with truth." Thus he could not 
and did not hesitate to proclaim 
his respect for him who earns his 
bread in the sweat of his brow, 
and particularly for him who fol
lows the furrow. 

At Richmond in 1937, the 
Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni 
Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to 
the United States, made a pro
nouncement that may well be 
repeated at this time. "In' the 
twenty centuries of her existence," 
said His Excellency, "the Catho
lic Church has ever shown, empha
siZed even, her predilection for 
those' who till the soil, on whose 
work and efforts' depends so 
important a part of the well-being 
of all. The great Pontiff now 
reigning has on every occasion 
shown his paternal love for those 
who toil. Imperishable testimoni
als of this love are to be found 
in his encyclicals, especially in the 
Qttadragpsimo Anno and the 
Divini Redemptoris, and signifi
cant events repeated over and over 
again in 'the sixteen years of his 
pontificate are the. touching and 
affectionate: audiences granted to 
workmen of every kind, and in 
particular 'to country people, from 
whatever part of the world they 
may have come. Typical of many 
others was his discourse of May 
L 1927, when he addressed the 
pilgrims of the Belgian Boerin
bond, assuring them that 'land is 
a nation's' primary weailth, and 
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agriculture its most' natural, v,ital 
and important industry:" 

The National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference was founded in' 
the eady months of the pontificate 
of Pope Pius XI. Accordingly, the 
Conference has the high honor of 
being among the first of the agen
cies to give effect in this country 
to the Pontiff's hopes for the 
improvement of the lot of the 
farmer. He was surprisingly well 
informed of the program. of our 
organization. He spoke of it in 
terms of approval to several mem
bers of the American hierarchy, 
and precious especially to the offi
cers and membership is the mem
ory of the personal blessings he 
bestowed upon our national 
conventions. 

"The Lord gave and the Lord 
hath' taken away: as it hath 
pleased the Lord,. so is it done: 
blessed be the name of the Lord" 
(Job 1-21). < • 

'~ 

My Kingdom for a ~orse- ' 

• Card playing with strangers is 
a dangerous pass..(time. For the 
hrmer, the sport of dividend hunt~ 
ing with urbanites is quite as dan
gerous. Indeed it is almost cer
tainly ruinous, as too many thou
sands of disillusioned tillers of the 
soil can testify. 

Time was when America's farm 
population pursued its course in 
respectful ,heed of fundamental 
Christian truth. The average man 
on the land knew from hiscate~ 
chism, and otherwise, the mean
ingand purpose of human" exist
ence; and, because it is of divine 
ordination, he was cOntent to 
strive for the' achievement of his 
own destiny, and that of his fam
ily, by recourse to the technique Of 
hard work. He was anibitious, 
naturally, to own some acres, but 
only in number sufficient tOy-ield 
a' decent living~Creature comforts, 
and the m~ansby which they are 
obtained, interested him' hardly at 

N 
(0' 

. all. Rugged character that he Was, 
he held them in contempt, actually, 
as things that make for softness. 

In the new order the farmer has 
gone commerciaL He has become 
profit-minded ,beyond reason, 
increasing his holdings, 'mechaniz
ing his operations, and introduc
ing a multitude of "refinements," 
in. the stupid conviction that by 
that procedure he could come into 
the possession of big, easy; quick 
money. Now he knows, and to his 
sorrow, that the sophisticates were 
all wrong, and he was a simpleton 
to yield to the suggestion that he 
acquire more and more land, go in 
for tractors and combines and 
other things that look well in the 
implement dealet's show-room, 
and get readyt6 retire at forty. 

'. 
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WelL at the end of his excur
sion into the domain of high fin
ance, what a pitiful spectacle the 
farmer presents! He and his fa mil y 
are smothering under a blanket of 
mortgages. The freedom and secur
ity that come' with ownership are 
blessings which, except he recap
ture the sanity of his pioneer ances
tors" he will never know again. 
Practically all he has to remind 
him that busiriess and agriculture 
are an ill-mated team, is a well
defined case of self-pity, and a 
grudge against the world. 

Industrialism and industrial 
capitalism has abundant reason to 
fear the day of judgment. For some 
of, its sins, no dciubt, it can be 
sorry, make amends, and hope for 
mercy. But what· adequate atone-

Jille'nt can it ever make for the spell 
it has cast upon the American 
farmer; by which he' has been 
lured into the exchange of his com
mon-sense agrarian attitudes for 
the philosophy of "get-your-bag
of-gold?" 

Dom Virgil Michel, O.S.B. 

• Despite the conviction that the 
Lord is in His heaven and all is 
well with the world, it is 
extremely difficult to adjust our
selves to the thought that the term 
of service of Dam Virgil Michel, 
valiant soldier of Christ, is closed. 
Father Virgil's gifts of mind and 
heart· are matched but rarely. He 
bore them with the humility of a 
true son of St.. Benedict, and he 
shared them with reckless genero
sity whenever and wherever he 
sensed the prospect of profit ,to 
Church and society. . 

We of the Conference < drew 
heavily upon the great good will' 
of Father Virgil. On innumerable 
occasions we disturbed him at his 
studies, or summoned him from 
his monastic seclusion, often to 
points distant from St. John's, to 
give of the richness of his kn~wl
edge and judgment. Not once did 
he hesitate to lend himself to our 
undertakings, and as in more recent 
years he approached the. fifties, he 
declared and displayed with 
incrgasing frequency and fervor a 
profound respect for the cause of 
Catholic rural life. . 

May God have mercy on his 
soul! . . . 

May he rest in: peclce! 

"Lots. of .Good Luck, 
Everybody !,i 

• This item of editorial comment 
was originally intended to be an' 
unpleasant evaluation of the aver
age commercial radio program. 'We 
had in. rnind to ask what really is 
the matter with the' breakfastfood; 
the hai.r tonicandthe'p;a'soiliili 
that rn tlst'presen tits' claims 'f6i 

acceptance against· a' background' of 
stunts and buffoonery and jungle 
music and soeialdepravity of one 
sort or another. We wanted to say 
something not too complimentary 
about the producers of kitchen
ware (or is it a skin-preserving, 
soul-saving toilet' soap?) who 
depend for sales success upon the 
mouthings of the radio "Father 
Confessor"-the , self-appointed 
dispenser of col).nsel and encour
agement to that element in society 
that does not seem to be getting 
on so well. What a sickly substi
tute for the Sacrament of Penance! 
What tragic neglect of a basic 
Christian teaching, namely that 
only by the Grace of God can the 
issues of life be met, and that 
divine assistanc~ reaches the souls 
of men only "per Christum Domi
num nostrum." 

But no ! We prefer to combat 
evil by lauding virtue. And while 
there is a fearful quantity of radio 
fooey, tripe and .hokum dumped 

..ennto our homes m return for a 
box-top or "a visit to your local 
dealer," there is also a wealth of 
excellent mate~ial that reaches us 
by the air-' programs' honestly 
conceived, and executed with com
mendable good . taste-programs 
that 'augment our supply of useful 
information, that contribute to 
our cultural development, that 
offer distractions of the better type 
from the monotonies of daily life. 

Which brings us to a c~nclud
ing observation,; that of all the 
coast-to~coast presentations, N. B. 
C's' "National Farm and Home 
Hour" gets the vote of America's 
agriculturalists as the best of the 
best in radio. To which we say, 
"Amen." In a sense this splendid 
noon-day feature is the farmer's 
gift to the nation, in that he is its 
provoking, if not its efficient cause . 
More directly responsible, of 
course, are N. B.C.!s capable' Agri
cultural· Director,William Drips, 
and the irresistible Everett Mit
chell who carries good weather 
and good luck in. his pocket. 

More power to the pair i 
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lH~,I~DUSTRIAL, AND ,,'_ 
RU~AL PR,OLETARIATE 

(Continued ,from page; 13) 

rubber ' railroad~/ coal, eleCtricity, 
and's;' foith. A~ a result of this 
situation, we find' that' these, indus
tries, generally, set the prices for 
their goods and determine. the 
quanity of goods to be manufac
tured at the price determined by 
the fiat of the industrialists. When 
the, demand falls off, prices are 
held at the same level. Profits are 
obtained by curtailing production 
and by unemploying great num
bers of workingmen. This is what 
economists call the "administra
tion" of prices. As can easily be 
seen it is a system basically opposed 
to the free, competitive, elastic 
price system of the agricultural 
economy. 

Now industrialists sell to farm
ers, and farmers sell to industrial
ists and industrial workers. As the 

. farmers operate on a different price 
system than do the industri~l 
workers, it would seem that lfl 

times of recession the industrial 
workers and the farmers suffer at 
the expense of the industrialists. 
Consider an example. 

The failure of a large bank 
causes a great loss of wealth which 
is reflected in curtailed demand for 
luxury goods and necessities not to 
mention the undermining of pub
lic confidence. The industrialist 
sees the falling off of demand. If 
he worked by the theory of com
petitive capitalism, he would con
tinue production, lower prices, and 
thus adjust supply and demand. 
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But -as the -industrialist, woxks 
uuder, monopoly-or administered 
capitaIislll, and is occupied only 
with maintaining profits and ,not, 
maintaining production, he unem;' 
ploys men and holds profits. The 
unemployed workers at once lose 
most of their purchasing power, 
and local markets, if they are to 
move farm produce, must lower 
prices in order to stimulate a f~ll
ing demand. As farm pnces 
decline, we find the farmer in an 
increasingly uncomfortable posi
tion. Manufactured goods and 
farm machinery are still sold at 
the prices of pre-recession level yet 
the prices received by the farmer 
for his produce have fallen drasti
cally. This means, naturally, that 
when a recession comes, the farm
er's position is hopeless. He must 
purchase goods and articles at high 
prices, yet must work many times 
as hard to pay these prices. And 
while the farmer finds himself at 
the short end of < the' price stick, 
great masses of industrial ~orkers 
are unemployed and must starve 
for want of the goods which the 
farmer has but cannot sell even at 
cost. As society cannot permit such 
people to starve-they may revolt 
or destroy property-government 
must assume the burden cast off by 
the industrialists. To complete the 
paradox, the industrialists cry 
"confiscation" when the govern
ment taxes industry and seeks to 
ask of industry that it assume part 
of the burden which it created in 
the first place. 

Our price-production system is 
therefore a vicious circle which 
leads to ever greater dislocations of 
the economic system. Farm prices 
are determined by supply and 
demand while industrial prices are 
determined by control of supply 
and demand with a view to main
taining profits by curtailing pro
duction and fixing prices. 

Once the stock exchange col
lapse 'af October, 1929, had started 
industry on its downward spiral, 
nothing on God's earth could stop 
the decay of business and, the 
impoverishment of our farming 

popUlation. Only ten;iffic govern. 
ment spending put a stop to What 
would have been the utter ruin of 
our economic life. When people, in 
1933 -3 4, cried out against "reck. 
less government spending" and 
called for the "natural" action of 
economic "forces" they did not 
realize that only the most reckless 
government spending could halt an 
economic debacle which had been 
caused by precisely these "natural" 
economic forces: our unbalanced 
price-production system. With the 
relaxation of "reckless government 
spending" the economic system 
again began to zoom downwards . 
Only a renewal of debt-financing 
and lavish public expenditures 
could stop the coming of a 
renewed economic collapse. Thus 
we face a future far from roseate: 
if we stop government spend.ing, 
we face collapse; if we contmue 
running on borrowed money, we 
are simply postponing the inevita
ble collapse of our economic sys
tem. Most rulers, when faced by 
such a dilemma, usually cook up a 
war to postpone even further the 
inevitable collapse. 

At this point the reader prob
ably wonders what all this has .to 
do with farmers and industrtal 
workers. We turn now to a con
sideration of what these groupS 
want in order to understand what 
holds them apart and what t~ey 
must do to reconstruct the SOCIO
economic order. 

Agriculture demands that the 
prices for farm products be s~ch 
that farmers will at least receIve 
the cost of production. This is to 
be achieved by controlling prod~c
tion and erecting a double-prt~e 
system the minimum of which IS 
guaranteed by the government. 
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;'tlii funds f()f:the 'operatio~ ?f 
tbis:systemand for the, SubsIdIes 
ina crop payments ate eventually 
teilected ,in higher, prices of the 
prOcessed product. The ~armer 
receives a greater return ort hiS crop 
but: bispoorcity brother. not the 
industrialists, are paying the bill. 

The older type' of labor union, 
such as the AFL. has but one aim: 
more money and less hours. This 
pure and simple unionism included 
only skilled craftsmen whose fin
ancial position was bettered by 
either price rises or less wages for 
the unskilled and unorganized 
workers. 

It is to be noted that the aims 
of the older and traditional form 
of union accept the capitalist wage
price system without question. So 
long as the union members 
receiv~d high wages that was all 
that mattered. They did not appre
ciate that under the profit system 
if they received more someone else 
must receive less. 

It is thus clear'why farmers and 
trade unionists, economically 
speaking. are opposed. Industry so 
operated toqay that the unem
ployed of the cities must receive 
the relief taxes of city and farm 
if they are to live. High industrial 
prices and urban unemployment 
mean high taxes and low income 
for the farmers. It is no wonder 
that farmers resent having to pay 
heavy taxes to support the starving 
reserve troops which industry has 
unemployed and refused to take 
care of. And in resenting the injus
tices of the industrial price-produc
tion system. the farmer is regarded 
by the union man as an individu
alistic reactionary., Thus we return 
to our thesis that the rural farmer 
and the urban industrial worker 
are working against each other. 

When we examine the distribu
tion of our national wealth. we see 
more clearly the inequalities of the 
price system and how it is bring
Ing about the gradual but inevita
ble impoverishment of the farmer. 

1900 1920 1030 1033 
% population 

« ~n Farms ....... 35.0 30.0 24.6 25.3 
~ armers % Qf 

nat'J income.... 20.5 14.9 9.0 7.8 

'.,Thiii 'evaporation 'of thefa,rm~ 
er'Ii'wealth and purchasing power 
,is, reflected in the decline of .farm 
ownership. Almost half of '"all 
Ainericim farms today are heavily 
mortgaged. And ,believe it or not, 
the Federal government today 
holds thirty-six per cent of aU 
farm mortgages! ' , 

Another aspect' 9f this unequal 
distribution of wealth is shown by 
the following analysis of annual 
per capita income by regions in 
the year 1929-the year of our 
greatest "prosperity." (The fig
ures have been compiled by the 
Brookings Institution, Washing
ton, D. C.) 

General Av. for Av. for 
Average non-farm the farm 

population population 
United States $750 $908 $273 
Northeast 881 946 366 
Middle States 715 854 262 
Northwest 590 703 426 
Southeast 36~ 535 18:1 
Southwest 564 683 366 
Far West 921 953 818 

All of which goes to show that 
the farmer isn't raising the dickens 
just to attract atention! 

What is being done to bring the 
farmer and the worker together? 
It is my sincere belief that despite 
the sympathetic attitude of the 
New Deal toward farmers and 
industrial workers, nothing funda
mental has been done to raise the 

status;ofthe Ja'rimers; or,::the work? 
ers. The farmers have been given 
program after program, but despite 
the programs. they have enjoyed 
no reasonable. amount of social 
justice and they have watched the 
industrialists continue to prosper. 
As for the urban industrial work
ers, need we mention the glorious 
opportunities of theWPA? This 
is not petty and reactionary snip
ing at a great Administration. It 
is· merely a realistic facing of the 
facts. Our argument with the Fed
eral government is that it has not 
been radical enough. It has. not 
gone to the roots of the problem. 

But can and should the national 
government assume the onus of 
integrating the price-production 
system? To accomplish this end. 
I do believe. we would need a dic
tatorship and a bureaucracy char
acteristic of Italy or Germany. 
This is America: a land where we 
still believe in the soundness of 
democracy. Farmers and workers 
do not want "programs" and 
"relief." They want a just eco
nomic system operating on a dem
ocratic basis. And they do not have 
a just economic system because of 
our unjust and illogical price
production system. 

It seems to this writer that two 
general mass movements are neces
sary if workers and farmers are to 

Amazing experiences are in store for 
all who attend the Seventeenth nat

ional meeting of the Conference in Spokane, Washington, week of 
October 15. Bishop White and his priests promise to strike a new 
high in hospitality. The sessions will be packed with good mater
ial-and your knowledge of the providence of God will be deficient 
until you see with your own eyes the works He has wrought in the 
Rockies and the Pacific Northwest. 

We are just now examining the feasibility of a "Catholic Rural 
Life Special" out of Chicago. Are you for it? 
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crush .• ' a;' monopolistic capitalism 
which government . dares not 
attack. These two general move
mentsare closely,·inter-related; the 
cooperative movement and the 
labor movement. 

The labor movement, if it is to 
work for the common good of our 
society, must broaden the scope of 
its organization so as to include 
agricultural workers. Signs of this 
have developed since the coming 
of the CIO. The new United Can
nery, Agricultural, Packing, and 
AlliedW orkers of America, a two
year old CIO affiliate, has over 
four hundred locals and 125, 000 
organized workers. Declared John 
Brophy at the last convention of 
this union: "Monopoly capital, 
Wall Street, is the common enemy 
of the working farmer and the 

_ industrial worker, known and rec
ognizedby both:' 

And at the last convention of 
the CIO, the preamble to the farm 
resolution ;passed by thGllt body 
read: "The CIO recognizes that 
there is a strong community of eco
nomic interest between industrial 
workers and farmers; that only 
through effective. national organi
zation can either group of produc-

CAT IN THE CLOVER 

Florence Hynes Willette 

Only the tips of watchful ears 

And twitching tail I see, 

er;:; .protect its ecol1pmic and politi
cal· rights; that each group relies 
upon the other for a substantial 
portion of its domestic market." 
That, I believe, just about hits the 
nail squarely on the head. Farmers 
and workers must organize to pro
tect their economic and political 
rights. However, although the CIO 
has formally recognized at long 
last this fact, this organization is 
yet in its infancy and has done 
little save organizing workers for 
the purpose of collective bargain
ing. That is only the beginning. 

For the farmers, the first steps 
have been taken: the formation of 
farmers' cooperatives. Farmers 
have been experimenting with 
cooperative enterprise for many 
years, yet it is only within recent 
years that the cooperative move
ment has begun to reach significant 
proportions. Early experiments in 
cooperation usually broke down 
because our highly individualistic 
farmers found it well nigh impos
sible to cooperate with one 
another. They accepted without 
much question the system of com
petitive capitalism. The long lean 
years of 1919-1938 have shown 
the farmer that his only salvation 

is, direct, demOcratk, a<.:tion. 
now a .' question of· '. 
continu.e to,star:vewhile the 
cians think up, another 
throw the farmers and th~ 
trial workers. . 

The cooperative· movements' 
Denmark, Sweden, and Nova 
tia have received great attention 
late, and I believe that all will 
agree that their accomplishment! 
haye been both significant and 
qUlte tremendous. Although tilt 
people. of America are not a:. uni. 
fied cultural group, and despite tilt 
sheer physical size of our country 
there is no reason why We shOUld 
not now begin to lay the founda. 
tions for· the cooperative movement 
so urgently needed. So long as We 

decide that it can't be done, so 
long shall we continue to drift 
toward the rim of the socio-eco. 
nomic abyss. 

Cooperation is no simple mat· 
ter. It is born of study, of mutual 
trust, and of understanding. It 
cannot be sold to Ameriea on a 
purely materialistic basis: saving 
money and cutting prices; That is 
too shallow and does not db jus· 
tice to the great'. spiritual content 
of socia-economic· . c:ooperation. 

Her jet tail fans from side to side, 

Her belly creeps the ground; 

Shadow-footed and vixen eyed, 

She stalks what she has found. 

The taut ears point, the tail tip sweeps, 

Beating its soundless tap; 

But I know the black cat spies and hears 

Something hidden from me. 

And now she freezes ... and now she leaps 

Quick as clamping trap 

The clumps of clover barely stir 

But the ebon ears advance, 

Parting the lea'les that secret her 

Deep in the clover plants. 

18 FEBRUARY, 1939 

The red-balled clovers quiver and sway 

As though wind twisted by; 

Then spread their leaves in a stealthy way 

Where hunter and hunted lie. 
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i:';;'~oe.ratllon, can Jiberatethe.peo
only if it is intelligently 

to them as a practical 
. of bearing one anothers' 

I am convinced that our 
eple are sick of ,our jungle, un

thiisfian economIC system. But 
they:, can!J.Ot see. ,how, to ,apply 
Ctidstiamty to dal~y hfe wIthout 
1l1akit1g heroic sacnfices. Coopera
tieli)s the fir~t ~tel? to~ard wo.rk
ing '?ut ~hnstIamty m practical 
Iik s,ltuatlOns. 

Therefore, to me, the first step 
must be the organization of study 
clubs throughout the land-study 
clubs' which will enable the peo
ple: to think their problems 
through for themselves. For those 
looking for economic salvation, 
study clubs sounds like a silly and 
stupid'remedy. Proposing them as 
a cure for the present social dis
order' Seems almost anti-climactic. 
Yet our people will act only if 
they are given the inspiratio.n. It is 
a'difficult task, for the capitalistic 
"opium of the people," movies and 
the' daily secular press, have 
dnig'ged minds to an unprece
dented extent. It can be done, 
however, if we will to do it. 

Consider our thousands of 
CathOlic parishes through Amer
ica. Why is it not possible to fo.und 
study' clubs in every parish? From 
these study clubs will come buying 
clubsicredit unions, cooperative 
health associations, and such. The 
possibilities are almost without 
limit. We have not done it, but 
have' we really tried? r do nbt 
think so.' 

If Townsend Clubs and Share
the-Wealth Clubs o.nce dotted the 
nation; why can't we do the same 
thing with cooperative enterprise, 

Farmers cooperatives exist today 
and are growing rapidly. As city 
clubs, grow, why cannot farm and 
city join hands, deal directly with 
each other, and really do some
thing about social justice besides 
hear speeches about "those two 
great encyclicals. . . ." 

And it is exactly at this point 
that organizations of industrial 

workers mustco'tne' in.Org4nized 
labor; in' America' 'experimented 
with producers' cooperatives 
almost one hundred years ago. The 
experirhents usually failed Jbr 
want of experience. Since then,' we 
have derived a wealth of experi
ence both at home and abroad. It 
is high time that organized labor 
joined hands with ou'r farming 
population in distributing farm 
produce and in experimenting 
with cooperative producers' socie
ties. Today the workers' funds 
invested in insurance and industrial 
corporations are used to defeat the 
just demands of these same work
ers. There is no sane reason why 
these same funds, through coop
erative credit unions, should not 
be used to finance the productive 
enterprises of the industrial wo.rk
ers. 

Farmers and i~dustrial workers 
can defy the present unjust ptice
production system only by t;tking 
matters into their own hands. It, 
is highly dangerous to' wait for 
the government to do this, for as 
we have indicated the price paid 
for this intervention is usually diC
tatorship or a crushing bureau
cracy. 

Returning to. our first point,. the 
division of farmers and industrial 
workers, we repeilt that so long as 
both accept the present system and 
pursue their own individual ends 
they can look forward only to 
continued misery and exploitation. 
Once having joined hands in the 
fashion we have here described 
quite briefly, the future is theirs. 
Once they stop bleeding each other, 
the monopolistic capitalist can no 
longer fatten on the blood of the 
rural and industrial proletariat. 

America wants to save Democ
racy and avoid dictatorship? Here 
is a real program, a radical pro
gram. It can only start on our 
farms, in our churches, in our 
homes, at the union locals. It is a 
program based on adult education 
and socio-econo.mic action. And it 
needs no disastrous debt-financing 
to bring it to pass! 
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3000 rural pastors were 
invited by letter to take 
Parish membership m 

the Conferernce for an 
annual fee of $5.00. 

• 
A PARISH MEMBERSHIP' 
HELPS US TO HELP THE 
FARMER- IDENTIFIES YOU 
AND YOUR PEOPLE AS 
PROMOTERS OF A GREAT 
CATHOLIC ENTERPRIZE., 

*" 

MEMBER 
PARISH 

A Certificate of alfilia-· 

tion, written in the' 
';ame of. your parish, 

would look weIr In 

your home, the vesti

bule or sacristy of your 

church. 

• 
We await word from you on the· 
subject. - Why not address it 
today? 

19-



AGRARIANISM AMONG THE 

EARLY FRENCH I'M INDIANA·' 

V INCENNES as a center of 
agrarian activity is very old. 

As a matter of fact some one hun
dred and seventy-five years ago 
there flourished here a community 
of French Catholics living, because 
·of their traditions and because of 
the physical necessities of their 
position, according to a Catholic 
philosophy of rural life. We shall 
-consider here in a general way this 
ancient agrarianism of Vincennes. 

It is always hazardous to use 
an ancient time as an example of 
what the present should be. The 
things that have disappeared 
whether by decay or by force usu
.ally have within them some reason 
for their disappearance, particularly 
when a newer culture. a'nd civiliza
tion takes the place of the old. 
But let us remember that to decay 
is common to all things of this 
life, and that this world's justice 
-does not guarantee the survival of 
the best in a conflict of cultures. 
We do not yet know that our 
present culture is better than that 
of the past, and in the case of Vin
cennes, extant records show that 
when the first American settlers 
.came to the village in the late eigh
teenth century, the old French 
inhabitants ,were regretting a bet
ter day when Vincennes had been 
a happy, prosperous agricultural 
community. As another reason for 
studying early Vincennes we have 
their solution for the problems of 
an agrarian community. 

The Rev. Thomas T. M"Avoy. C.S.c.. 
Archivist. Notre Dame U lliversity.South 
Bend. Ind: . '. .. . . 

In going back into the .history 
of this community let us recall 
that the Vincennes found by the 
advancing American frontier was 
not the old Vincennes, but a com
munity which had suffered from 
flood and drouth, and before that 
from the pillaging' of the fron
tiersmen from beyond the Ohio, 
who while driving the Indians to 
the north and west likewise robbed 
the French settlements, and 
demanded forage from its dimin
ishing properties. Forced at the 
same time to take sides with the 
Americans against the Indians 
with whom they had formerly 
lived in peace, the villagers had 
seen their fur trade destroyed and 
their lands become idle, because 
they could not expose themselves 
to the arrows of the savages to do 
the tilling of the fields. They had 
lost further when troops of 
George Rogers Clarke, while free
ing them from the British yoke, 
obtained unredeemed loans from 
them and consumed the livestock 
and the grain of the unlucky com
munity. 

Such calamities usually wipe out 
frontier settlements ... Only the 
strong traditions, and the stronger 
faith of the first settlers of Vin
cennes enabled them to survive at 
all in their impoverished condi
tion. Some of t:1e villagers did go 
across the Mississippi where 'land 
and religious care could be hac:! for 
less trouble. Those that remained 
have had to bear, consequently, the 
shame of a culture that failed with-

'Calendar of Virginia State :papers IV 
(1884), p. 202. . 

out:asa tisfactory' defense.of the 
culture that prospered before th 
devast~tions o~ war, p.illage, floo~ 
and disease· rumed . thelr,commun. 
ity. 

The ancient village" of Vincen. 
nes. was laid out along the river 
with the streets running at righ~ 
angles. The houses were mostly of 
one story with walls of posts 
planted vertically in the grOUnd 
and plastered with a mortar of 
clay and straw. The roofs were 
either thatched or covered with 
bark. The walls were usually 
whitewashed. The fort and the 
church, the chief public places, 
stood on plots near the river. Of 
the fort we know practically 
nothing, but of the church, built 
likewise of vertical timbers, and of 
the church lands, Father Pierre 
Gibault has given us a description 
in his letter to the Bishop of Que
bec in 1769. 

"It is well put up and very 
neat; . there is a large parsonage 
house, a beautiful orchard, a gar
den and good ground for the bene
fit of the Cure who could live there 
comfortably."3 

The settlers at Post Vincennes 
were for the most part habitants 
from Canada, with some soldiers 
sent to garrison the fort, arid some 
fur traders. Some of these perhaps 
came from Louisiana, for Vincen
nes was under the supervision of 
New Orleans. It does not bear 
upon the subject to discuss the 
date of the foundation of the Post. 
Suffice it to say that it was in exis
tence years before 1749 when the 
first baptismal registers begin. In 
those early days the nearest sett!e . 
ments were those along the MIS

sissippi and the minor trading 
posts at the Ouiatanon, near th~ 
present Lafayette, and Fort Miami 
which has become Fort Wayne. 
Seated thus in the wilderness, this 
community had to solve its own 
agrarian problems. 

:20 FEBRUARY 1939' 

2History of Knox and Daviess coun'l_ 
ties. Chicago. (1886). p. 23. sqg. 

3111. Rist. Cal. XVI. pp. 608-635. _ 
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",;'The: gbvernmentof" the village 
s: furnished mostly by the post 

tNa '. 'td f i:Oll'llnandant; appom e tom 
hi-oad.. To him belonged the 
~arge of the militia of· the viU~ge 
especiall y when the.re was. questton 
f driving off hosttle Indlans, and 

;rotecting the rights of the Fre~ch 
traders again~t the approach.mg 
traders' frontler of the Enghsh. 
Within the village he acted as com
mandant and judge. These com
mandants were usually chosen for 
their ability to handle such situa
tions, and St. Ange, who ruled the 
community during its greatest 
prosperity, was a man loved and 
admired by the people. The lack 
of lower and elective officers elim
inated delay in decisions both 
administrative and judicial. The 
commandant likewise sealed with 
his signature the land claims of the 
villagers. Their quarrels were set
tled by his decision. In decisions of 
doubtful justice by the command
antthey were not without recourse, 
because the petition of the com
munity to the higher military offi
cer could obtain a review of their 
case and perhaps a reversal of his 
decision. And on one occasion, the 
people of Vincennes did so appeal 
to the higher officer. 

The lands granted by the com
mandant were laid out very much 
in the manner of the land grants 
which yet remain in the Province 
of Quebec, in long strips on which 
the communal cultivation was gov
erned by corporate action. Outside 

the fields' foi: cuI tivatiort' were the 
commons, ·set aside as the common' 
pasturage of the flocks of thevil
lage. Thiscomtnons, and not the 
fields, was fenced off to prevent 
the cattle and other stock from get
ting into the grain; and the own
ers of the adjacent fields were 
obliged to provide the fence where 
the commons touched their lands. 

Of the occupations of the vil
lagers we have ample evidence in 
the lists of products of the com
munity. Some engaged in the fur 
trade. The principal purpose in 
founding the post was to protect 
the trade route of the Wabash to 
Lake Erie along which passed the 
fur trade and supply trade between. 
the Ohio and the Great Lakes. 
Constant communication was 
maintained with New Orleans and 
with Ouiatanon and Fort Miami 
on the Wabash. T-he fur trade of 
the Piankeshaw Indians was cen
tered in Vincennes, and Bougain
ville in 1754 sets the quantity o~ 
peltry trade each year at eighty 
bales. Besides the soldiers and the 
traders were those engaged' in the 
transport of the furs to the trade 
centers. But unlike Ouiatanon and 
Fort Miami, Vincennes was more 
than a trading post or fort. For 
about the post had grown a small 
agricultural community. The 
number of farmers varied. Bou
gainville' lists seventy-five out of 
about one hundred and fifty fami
lies engaged in farming, and we 
may suppose that the number grew 
with the growth of the village. 

Living in peace and harmony 
with themselves, and, what was 
more important at the time, in 
peace and harmony with their 
Indian neighbors from whom they 
had received the grant of their 
lands, these French people had set 
up in the heart of the western 
wilderness a Christian cooperative 
community, united in the bonds 
of common traditions and com
mon religious faith. Most of their 
agricultural products can probably 

'Wisconsin State Historical Call. 
XVIII pp. 176-195. 
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Sixth Annual. Rural Life 
Essay Contest 

• 

Opens on Ash Wednesday-doses 

on Easter Sunday-a nation-wide com

petition, open to Catholic boys and 
girls regularly enrolled in parochial r 

public and private schools of rural 

America. (Junior Division-Grades 

7,8,9; Senior Division-:-Grades 10, 

11, 12) 

This is just the.moment to enter the 
young people of your parish. Ask 

the Contest Director in your diocese 
for literature on the subject. 
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',be considered as raised for their 
, ~n use, although' some grain 

may have been shipped to New 
Orleans. The grain raised was· 
partly what th~y had learned to' 
raise in France and partly which 
they copied from the Indians. 
Their fruit orchards they had 
brought from Canada. Their cat
tle, introduced from Canada, were' 
small, as were all American cattle 
of that day, yet Vincennes had 
some of the best cattle of the west
ern settlements. They had hogs 
and produced grain with which to 
feed them. They raised their own 
tobacco which Croghan said was· 
as good as that of Virginia, and 
from their own vineyards pro
duced a wine that rivaled the
cheaper wines of France. They 
raised cotton from which to weave 
their own garments, although they 
used the skins of deer and of other 
animals for much of their cloth
ing. A census in 1 7675 lists the
agricultural property of the vil
lage as 352 oxen, 588 horses, 295 
hogs, 5,450 bushels of corn to-

"Gage papers, English Series, XIII. W. 
L. Clements Library, Ann Arbor, Mich_ 



be reaped, 5,240 bushels of Indian' 
·corn to be reaped and 36,360 
pounds of tobacco growing in the 
fields. The census makes no men" 
tion of other grain possibly 
because they had little military use 
for the observer. Through the 
medium of the fur trade all the 
other necessities were brought in 
from Montreal or New Orleans, 
but in general they had here on 
the Wabash a self-sustaining pros~ 
perous community. 

Their wooden farming imple
ments would be laughed at today, 
but were the best possible in their 
circumstances. They used a large 
plow with a wooden mold-board 
.and flexible beam, mounted on 
two wheels, the larger one to run 
in the furrow, and a small one 
on the land. It was ordinarily 
drawn by oxen. The chief mode 
of conveyance was a two-wheeled 
,cart without tires which served for 
week-day labor and for travelling 
to church on Sunday. Oxen were 
used for plowing and 'working, 
and horses for riding and drawing 
the carts. 

The care of the village fields 
was done on a cooperative basis 
governed by the commandant or 

CALIFORNIASPRIN(s 

SisterM. Made/eva 

the evillagecouncil. -Each farmer 
had his stJ:ips. of" the common fields 
in" which he planted the common 
c!:'ops at the time ,set by the com
mandant or council. Likewise he 
plowed and harvested at, the times 
set by the village government. If 
he became negligent he forfeited 
his claim. If his family grew more 
numerous, additional· strips were 
granted to him from the common 
land. The stock grazed in the 
common pastures. For their more 
personal needs the villagers raised 
in garden plots about their houses 
medicinal herbs, small fruits and 
flowers. There too were found the 
apple, peach, and pear trees and 
grape vines which they had 
brought with them from France 
and Canada. 

For clothing these early French 
did pot have the machine-made 
clothes of today. Nor did the pri
mitiveness of th~. frontier take 
from them their, traditional 'garb. 
Their dress was a c6!1}.bi¥tion of 
French custom and fron~r depar
tures. They wore the blanket cape 
and when possible the blue hand
kerchief, and, in. the case of the 
men, ,blu~ pantaloons. For the 
rougher weather deerskin coats 

Such spring as one has' need of here' is ended, 
With signs scarce marked and mercifully few: 
Leaves for the eucalyptus, white and new; 
The threadbare hills with great, green' patches mended, 
But not as if a new world were intended. " 
What need? And sol watch ih~ rio on's high blue 
And dare, with April here, to think of you. 
Suppose the acacia w~re more subtly splendid! 

Suppose such life, such beauty, h01.1£ by hour 
Came creeping on me,stealthily, like a thief!' 
What weapons have I for a, gradual flower 
Or what defense against a folded leaf; 
To parry long, sure thoughts of you what power? 
Yes, spring has shown me mercy, being brief. 

and' trousers gave·,protection; 
womertdressedas 'gai'ly as the 
permitted, and; to the "UJ,aL.l:mPnt Jl 

of the Yankee Judge Symmes 
little manual labor. ,They , 
really queens of the home. 

This abundance of fOod and 
clothing in old Vincennes Was not 
the result of endless toil and penu. 
rious saving. The cultural tradi. 
tions of these French CathOlics 
taught them that the "body" Was 
"more than the raiment." They 
enjoyed their produce and never 
made business· or material wealth 
the purpose of their life. To the 
thrifty settler from the Yankee 
East the sitting down to enjoy the 
fruits of the earth when more 
could be gained was foolishness, 
and their games and dances were 
signs of indolence and waste. Not 
so, thought the prosperous villag. 
ers. When the day's work was 
done, and on the feasts and holi
days of the year, they gathered in 
the commons or in the larger 
homes and sang songs of old 
France, and songs of the forest and 
the river, and danced the steps they 
knew. It is true that not all could 
read and write, but that was before 
the day of the yellow press, and 
instead of being dependent on the 
printed page they retained in their 
alert memories the stories and 
songs, and their prayers and their 
beliefs. 

The very atmosphere of this vil
lage of the .wilderness was perme
atedwith Catholic cultural tradi
tions, renewed by frequent visita
tions of the Jesuit missionaries and 
by common prayer during their 
absences. The Church received 
them at birth, blessed their mar
riages and prepared. them for death. 
Likewise, the priest was the educa
tor, the counselor . and, in the 
absence of the commandant, even 
a civil power. This dominance of 
Catholic ideals has been mocked 
by some early American observers 
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as superstition, and as consuming 
time that could be given to work. 
But the results were worth the 
effort. These ideals kept from the 
village the speculative greed which I' 
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"No other human occupation 

opens so wide a field for the pro

Atable and agreeable combina
tion of labor with cultivated 

thought, as agricu Iture." 

Abraham Lincoln 

• • 
destroys domestic peace and sacri~ 
fic~s humanness for rugged individ~ 
uat gain, and enabled them to live 
harmoniously and happily; As one 
earlyobserv'er of the French of the 
Illinois country has said: "Ina 
century before 1800, they were 
enabled to' solvetheprobleni: that 
neither wealth, nor splendid pos~ 
sessions, 'nor an extraordinary 
degree of. ambition; not energy, 
ever made a people happy. These 
people resided more than a thou~ 
sandmiIes from any other colony 
and were strangers to wealth or 
poverty; but the Christian virtues 
governed their hearts, and they 
were happy."· 

One would be foolish to say 
that aU was pleasantness, and all 
soft Jiving in this early agrarian 
cofllmunity, Aside from the suf~ 
ferings from primitive frontier liv~ 
ingconditions, death and accident 
and occasional personal delinquen~ 
cies marred the joy and peace of 
the. village. Perfect utopias, we 
might say aside, never escape from 
books, and Vincennes was a real 
community. Its virtue was a vir~ 
tue of the necessIties of the situa~ 
tion: .In these early' French, we can. 
admire th~ir good sense and their 
cour<l:gewhich faced the problems 
of their .situation and obtained a 
solution. '. Their ';ork did not 
withstand the crushing blows of 
armed pillage, robberies and inva~ 
sion.Andwhen they were impov~ 
erisbed,tpe c'ommunity traded their 
old ideals for the ideals of the Yan~ 
kee . land speculator and finance 

·~eynold~. J~bn. My Own Times, Em~ 
b~~clhg also the History of My Life. Illi
noiS. 18SS.pli. 60-6:>_, 

capitalist. Now that. these'lattet 
-ideals seem to" have ,. failed perhaps 

we can find something worth while 
in those of old Vincennes. We do 
not care for the autocratic rule of 
the commandant or the parcelled 
lots of the common fields. But 

/ there are other things more essen~ 
tial to their success, such as coop~ 
eration in ownership and opera~ 
tion, of independence cif the world 
without, and above all, their prac~ 
tical faith in God and the laws of 
charity. During the golden era of 
old Vincennes the people lived well 
and happily because above this 
world's goods they had a Catho~ 
lie culture and a Christian faith in 
the realities' of • spiritual goods; 
They had the courage to live their 
own lives accordingly. Totheni 
the "body" was indeed "more 
than the raiment." 

'\ ,.-- . 

des bought by Slovak farmers. and 
those in' demand in the rural 
United States. Primitive as is their 
life in som~ respects, their needs: 
and wishes are thoroughly modern. 

The success of the cooperative 
system in Czecho-Slovakia, as in 
other well-known European coun
tries, is due in no small degree to 
the care taken to provide thcir~ 
oughly trained and highly educated 
personnel for their management. 
As yet in the United States man
agement of a rural cooperative' 
holds out scant attraction for a col
lege graduate. 

In Germany, the ambitious 
Nazi phinfo!' insuring to' worthy 
families permanent inheritance of 
the land through the· Erbhof or 
Hegehof system has apparently 
broken down as a result of its ten~ 
dency to encourage creation of debt 
by those whom it was expected to 
benefit. The drastic method of 
governmental requlSltlOning of 

, ~arm produce that has taken its 
place is practically collectivization 
of the land under another name, in 
actual fact simnar to Soviet Russia. 

EUROPE RECONQUERS 
RURAL LIFE 

(Continued from page 7) 

the soil. But the impression is soon 
removed when you 'visit the inge~ 
nious and active cooperative estab~ 
lishments with which all parts of 
Czecho~Slovakia abound and see 
the enthusiasm and intelligence of 
the country people who run them. 

The central .cooperative build,.. 
ing in Bratislava is the last word 
in rural-urban collaboration,the 
center of a tremendou~ network of 
activities .. Visiting the store rooms 
of the NUPOD (Nakupnq ustrl?~ 
dna potravnych druzstiev) co.ri~ 
sumer cooperative center in 
Trnava,' one is imptessedby the 
dose resemblance between the arti~ 

VI 

While questions of land owner
ship . and of cooperatives afford 
much matter for study in France, 
they are far outdistanced in, pas
sionate human interest by the all
absorbing matter of the reconquest 
for Christianity' of the rural souL 
The J aciste rtlovemen t (J I?unesse

I Agricole Chrhiennl?) , though a 
rural counterpart of the incredibly 
flourishing Jociste (Jl?unesse Quv
rierl? Chretil?nne) movement 
among the industrial workers, has 
developed its own philosophy and 
technique. The aim of the Jaciste 
is to form Catholic men and 
women. They do not aim to solve 
economic problems; but they aim 
to creatl? meri and women' who 
will thl?msi?lvl?sbl? abll? to solve 
thl?se probll?ms. . 

This is not to be understood 
merely in that wide sense with 
which we frequently escape trou~ 
blesome questions by a self-satisfied 
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p.ronQuncement: "Of: course, if 
everybody led good lives and 
were thoroughly Christian there 
would· really be no social prob
lems." The Jaciste program does 
not stop at general principles, 
~hough it lays these deep and solid. 
It demands minute study of parti
cular issues and the working out of 
specific r.emedies for them. But the 
starting point is the formation of 
the individual. The unit of obser~ 
vation and construction is not the 
farmer as he drives his wagon to 
.the market; not the farmer as he 
lays down his hard-earned cash 
upon the counter of the country 
store; not the farmer's wife as she 
screws the top on her jar of fruit; 
not even the hands of the farm 
hand and the farm woman as they 
grasp the instruments of their daily 
toil. It is the soul of each member 
of the farm family as they pray to 
their Creator; as they unite with 
one another in fulfilling their fam
ily' s destiny, as they join with 
other souls throughout the coun
try-side and the nation and the 
world in the unity of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. 

That some justice may be done 
to this subject, I am reserving fur
ther observations on the Jacistes to 
a subsequent issue of the Catholic 
Ruml Life Bulletin. While the 
various cooperative and even cor
porative deVelopments as seen in 
the different countries provide 
much of the structure of a regener
ated Catholic rural life, the Jaciste 
movement alone provides, I 
believe, the spirit needed to ani
mate such a structure and trans
form it into a living organism. 
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THE HOME ON THE LAND . 

1M c. "Rawe, 5.,. 

THE present rural landscape is 
strewn with abandoned houses 

and impoverished fields. As Dr. 
O. E. Baker of the Department of 
Agriculture has observed, V?st ru
ral areas have the appearance of 
exploited colonies. In an agricul~ 
tural situation where one farmer 
in every two is a tenant, and where 
the other is an owner loaded with 
debt to the extent of one half of 
his investment and taxed far be
yond his ability to pay, the farm 
home' is no longer the place of 
beauty, the place .of security, the 
place of freedom and independence, 
that it was in the days 'of diversi
fied agrarian life and c'uwTre. 

Both tenant and mortgaged 
owner must mine and exploit and 
hunt for gold in commerctal crops. 
Both must work and sell for the 
cash that is needed to meet matur
ing obligations. 

Those who occupy the farm 
home no longer advance slowly 
and securely in the ownership of 
property. They fall from owner to 
tenant, from tenant to sharecrop
per, from sharecropper to hired la
borer. Already thousands of farm 
families move over the highways 
in trailers and old Fords to find 

. new acres to rent, or to follow the 
seasonal harvesting of crops on 
mass-production twenty thousand 
acre' incorporated farms, pitching 
their tents where the harvest is on 
but where work will be available 
for but a few days. 

With the breakup of distribute.d 
land ownership and the agrarian 
economy the American family 
gives up its last distinctive ecOno-

The Rev. John C. Rawe,S.J., Profes
sor of Sociology at St. Louis University, 
St. Louis, Mo. ' .. : .. 

mic function as a family unit. The 
American family may travel as a 
unit, sleep as a unit, consume 
goods as a unit, but it no longer 
produces wealth as a unit from its 
productive property. Because the 
American family travels to find 
labor, havjng lost its own produc
tive property as a basis for family 
economic enterprise, the life of the 
American family as a basic nat
ural productive unit is well-nigh 
destroyed. Food, clothing and 
shelter, the basic essentials for liv
ing and the sources from whence 
they come, are gathered up into 
the huge interlocking hands of in
corporated commercial owners and 
distributors. With this continued 
cenJralization and industrializa
tion of food, clothing and shelter, 
the last vestiges of American free
dom and security are wiped out. 
As far as the people are concerned 
there is no land on which to build 
better homes and own them; there 
is no land for the production and 
consumption of food at home
the only efficient and conserving 
land economy. When absentee 
landlords, land corporations and 
one-crop farmers shall have indus
trialized the fields, then there will 
be only wages for the many, wag
es both on the land and in the fac
tory; and for the unemployed niil
lions and their dependents there 
will be relief' extension whenever 
patronage requires' it, rather than 
when and as hungry mouths may 
call for it; and there' will be odd 
gifts of food and dothi~g when
ever charity gets around to,it. 

What has become of this land 
of opportunity, democracy',free-
dom, security? What is 'happen
ing to the fourhundredmiIlion 
acres of homestead land: '111 this 
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What is happening to 
where ,We built our 

, outchildien? What is 
to ,this land that pro

our food~' '-our' fruits, vege
livestock and feeds for live

'stOCK; 'arid lumber for. homes, and 
furniture? We 'are ?eIng reduced 
to slavish workers In the homes 
;alld fields that we once owned. 
Such a' process of dispossession 
could not have the momentum 
tbat it bas, had we not encouraged 
itin one: way or another, had we 
not accepted a wage for Ciwnership, 
'a:Ctenement shack for a home, a 
city street for, a few acres of our 
own; had we not substituted the 
faint proinise of ,a quick fortune in 
the wizardry of modern business 
for a permanent home and family 
ana few acres that give security; 
had we,' not become hunters and 
exploiters instead of remaining 
husbandmen improving our homes 
and the culture of our families. 

War-time high profits in corn 
and wheat and cotton made indus
trialists of our rural people. . .. 
And as industrialism finally de
stroys the cities it creates, indus
trialism is now destroying agricul~ 
ture. It is destroying our farm 
homes and their owners, out broad 
acres and their fertility. 

The soil is not a machine for 
producing cotton as the loom is a 
machine for weaving. Raw mate
rials and typewriters and automo
biles are not the same as animals 
and crops. Animals and crops are 
living things and they follow laws 
'of nature that we must respect. 
We too are living things-spirit
ual living things, but rather than ' 
adjust ourselves to the laws of life 
in a material and spiritual being, 

:We have in recent years spent 'most 
of Our ,time in an amazingly de
structiveeffort to reduce ourselves 
t~ machinery .. , 

'How any Ollecan speak of mass 
prCiduttibri as something which is 
'Inevitable,as Sbmething having its 
roots in the laws'of nature, is hard 
to understand. :Massproduction is 
'nothing'more thah a; shortsighted, 

profit~driven,artificial :wotk of : in
corporated device, ,centralized mo
ney, and heavy machinery;· There 
is nothing natural in its develop
ment. It :ischiefly the work of ar:
bitrary power and conceded priv
ilege. How can we dare to transfet 
this type of production to agricul
ture where above all the laws of 
nature must be respected? 

Industrialism is man-made and 
tramples upon God and His laws 
in its dealing. with raw materials 
and men. Its engineers and finan" 
ders perhaps have the power to 
industrialize the farm, and we as a 
nation have the economic ignor
ance not only to permit but to 
cooperate in the industrialization 
of agriculture. This final indus
trialization on the land will re
duce a nation of free citizens to 
slaves, bring death to living 
things, barrenness to its soils, and 
the final transformation of its rich 
acres to deserts; gullies, rocks-and 
dust bowls. < 

The good earth and its produc, 
tive plants and animals are safe 
only in the hands of the small 
owner-the man of family who 
can respect and cooperate with the 
laws of nature, make provision for 
crop rotation, prevent erosion and 
give paternal care to the growing 
things that' feed and clothe and 
shelter him and his dear ones. 

And strange as it may seem to 
the self-satisfied capitalistic mind, 
blinded by profit and power and 
the communistic mind, blinded by 
hatred and power, it is only in the 
hands Of such small family-basis 
owners of productive property 
that democracy, culture, freedom, 
religion and life itself are safe and 
secure. 

The men and women, who are 
urban and admire themselves for 
it while they cling' to a pernicious 
ideology that considers life 'as a 
mere by-product of artificial eco
nomic' process, must once again he 
taught that farming for home con
sumption is not only a worthy but 
an imperatively·essential work for 
the majority of people in anyna
tion. ' 
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However; the major attaCk is: 
not to cry about false urbanstand~ 
ards and attitudes, communism, 
proletarianism, wage-slavery, ten
.ancy, etc. We need temporal and 
spiritual, salvation for our people. 
There is the same high degree of 
futility in, crying about the pass
'lng of the home and the home
stead as there is in the counting of 
communists. Our time and best 
efforts must be directed in planting 
the seeds, nurturing the roots and 
cultivating the elements of life 
which will reproduce a solid 
Christian order and, culture. We
must have a rising birth-rate. We 
must have a new vitality in Chris
tian home life and home culture, 
We must have a large increase of 
the primary natural groups, of the 
family and the cooperative neigh
borhood. And we must make these 
groups more secure and indepen
dent through the development of 

. a higher degree of self -sufficiency 
-Jin food, clothing, shelter, etc. We 

shall accomplish all this in the 
most effective way if we rescue and 

~ 

perpetuate, renew and stimulate 
life and progress in the home on 
'the land. Around the home on the 
land our loyal American forces, 
whether they be educational, medi
cal, social or political, must, throw 
their ramparts in order to protect 
its dignity, its health, its integrity, 
its ownership, its culture, its life, 
its liberty, its security, its inde~ 
pendence. ,Our success in the phi
losophical, social and p,?litical 
struggle that has overtaken uswi11 
be measured in terms ,of what 'we ' 
think and do about the home and 
the man on the land.' .' 



,FOUND A TlONSOF A RURAL, 
CHRISTIAN CULTURE 

(Continued from p'age 2) 

Of "course it is true that there 
are a few 'things which cannot be 
produced at home which are almost 
necessities; 'and it is also true that 
a normal farm in normal times 
wiII produce more food than the 
family and animals will consume. 
Therefore there will normally be 
some trade. But my point is that 
if a family is going to be really at 
home on the land, its chief inter
est must be in maintaining inde
pendence by producing, its own 
necessities. The surplus for trading 
must be a side issue, where failure 
will not threaten the true welfare 
of the family. 

Obviously, this would mean 
that the farmer's income in cash 
money would be much less than it 
is now; and to a way of thinking 
which equates money with wealth 
such a situation would be a disas
ter. But when we consider that 
a good part of a farmer's money
transactions consists in selling pro
duce, getting a sum of' money for 
it, and then buying it back in 
altered form, with the profits of 
a good many middlemen added to 
its price, we can see that the farmer 
has not gained by the fact that a 
large number of dollars has passed 
through his hands. If he pays out 
the money which his crop brings 
in order to buy necessities which 
contain raw materials of about 
one-tenth the value of the crop, he 
would be much better off to raise 
much less quantity of a greater 
variety of things, and spend some 
of his time making these things 
into food, clothing, etc., that his 
family needs. And he would be far 
more independent. 

The establishment of an econ
omy of self-sufficiency in place of 
an economy of exchange would of 
<:ourse be revolutionary-the 
"Green Revolution," as it has been 
<:alled. It would require great 
<:hanges on every hand. 

There would have to be a 
.change in the scheme of taxation, 
for the present scheme requires the 
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payment of taxes in 'cash money, 
a thing which would 'not be abun
dant in the new regime. 

There would have to be " a 
change in agricultural • technique. 
For some generations now the 
technique of scientific agriculture 
has' 'been directed toward the 
attainment of greater production 
at less cost. Its end is the same as 
the end of the technique of indus
try, and it has led ~to greater and 
greater specialization. and COnse
quently to a constantly growing 
dependence. But if the aim of agri
cultural effort is economic indepen
dence via family self-sufficiency, 
then we would see the agricultural 
colleges arid the 4-Hclubs work
ing in an entirely new direction. 
Experiment stations would be 
deVeloping or adapting to our cli
mate' new types of plants and ani
mals' which could supply things 
which we now have to buy. Engi
neering schools would be devising 
machines for the home'processing 
of things grown at homeJ'he 4-H 
clubs would give prizes to the boys 
and girls who carried on their 
projects with the least reliance on 
things imparted from outside their 
own farm. 

It can be seen here that the ideal 
of economic independence for the 
farmer is not simply a homesick 
longing for the good old days; It 
is not a mere turning back of the 
clock. It allows just as much 
opportunity for the application of 
the latest findings of science as does 
our present scheme of things. But 
it changes the goal which that 
application has in view. 

This change in the goal or aim 
of farming involves a complete 
alteration of perspective, and this 
brings us to the discussion of the 
intellectual foundation of a rural 
culture, which is just as important 
as is the economic foundation. 
Indeed, the intellectual comes first 
in point of time, for it is only 
when men are convinced of the 
value of a way of life that they 
will accept that way of life as an 
ideal, and will strive for its ful
fillment. 

f 
T °d' ,: ~stabli~hll' thkis'" intellectual 

o~n .atlOn WI 'tae some clear 
th111k~n.g and Mmostk<:f all some. clear 
exposltlOn. • an Illd must, b 
shown what "things are 'worth 
while and. what things are not; 

~and that hfe, on the land gives a 
extraordinary opportunity for thn 

attainment of those things that are 
worth while. That is,men mus; 
?e show~ that rural life offers an 
Ideal enVIronment for the highest 
development of the human person. 
ality. Especially must it be empha. 
sized that rural life does 'not hin. 
der the full development of the 
intellect, that / a man may go as 
far in intellectual growth as' his 
potentialities permit withoutleav. 
ing his home on. the land. 

If this is t6 be accomplished 
there must be (arid it is high time, 
too!) a disruption of a time-hon. 
ored association-' -the association 
of intellectual attainment with 
white collars and libraries. Ii thust 
be shown that manual work close 
to nature, and a real family ,life, 
are JUSt as conducive to straight 
thinking as is an arm-chair exist· 
ence and an office; and that there 
is a vast difference between reading 
books and thinking. The intellec
tual value of creative work, and of 
solving practical problems, must be 
shown to be equal to that of scho
larship. And men must be made 
to see that speculative thinking on 
ultimate realities can be based on 
observations made at home 'and 
at work just as well as on observa
tions made in the library or the 
class room. They must be con
vinced that a man can live and 
work on the land, and at the same 
time be a leader in' constructvie 
thinking. 

Such a re-orientation of our 
attitude toward things intellectual 
would necessitate of course a great 
change in education, for now the 
school trains people to take for 
granted that it supplies ,the intel
lectual environment pac excellence, 
and that the thinking done outside 
is rather second class. 

It is a commonplace that our 
school system does not ,fit people 
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~2ount. But the crIhcIsm, It seems 
~., . ' d" h •.• ..,e;' has not gone . eep enoug . ro;· ... , . 
Itbink wei111ght profitably ~sk 

r~e1ves" whether the trouble lIes, 
~~uwiththisor that defect of the 
hooLbut with the school as 

:hool (an institutio~ where a 
large 'group of chtldren. are 
instructed by professIOnal 
teachers;) , 

'It in:ay be' that the school itself, 
by lis very essence, is shaping peo- . 
pl(in such a way that they.never 
can be happy on the land. Ltfe on 
M land, at ,least in this country, 
is'an alternation between' being 
aldrie and being in company with 
members of the family. But the 
school; monopolizing the children 
through their formative years, 
keeps'them in groups so that each 
chiid acts always in front of a large 
number of children of his own age. 
Thus he becomes accustomed to 
living in' a public composed of his 
contemporaries. After being 
exposed to this, sort of thing for 
some years, he finds it very hard to 
be contented either by himself or 
with, his family. He is unfit for 
farm life or, indeed, for real fam
ily life of any kind. And this hap
pens not so much because the 
school' has taught him the wrong 
thirigs or failed. to teach him the 
right ones, as because the school 
has Flaimed a large share of his life 
in the years when his habits were 
forming. 

If an intellectual foundation for 
a true rural culture is to be built 
llP, We must at least consider the 
possibility that a new method of 
instr.ucting ,the young may be 
requtred, one more suited to the 
kind of life which they will lead. 
It might possibly be better for the 
rudiments of instruction to be 
given in the family, as a part of 
the. life and ;work of the family, 
:VhJIe the child is taking his place 
10 t.he productive activity of the 
family. In this way it mighf be 
that along with "Reading, 'Riting 
and 'Rithmetic" the child would 
learn responsibility a~d;an appre-

ClatIOn " of ,the proper~relationship toberertounced "ifa greater good 
of vahles---something he certainly is to be attained, that. physical 
does not learn in our 'present work is an honorable' activity. 
system. If a group of. people' were to 

The appreciation of values understand and accept the Catho-
involves something more than licethical teaching, thit group 
intellect alone. This brings us to could find a congenial home on the 
the next phase of our discussion, land, and could therefore buildup 
the religious foundation of a rural a true rural culture. And it is 
culture. This is of supreme impot- extremely doubtful if such a cul-
tance, for such a culture as we have ture could be built up otherwise. 
described' can only be created by Nowhere else will men find the 
people who are able to distinguish right set of ideaJs,. the intellectual 
between greater and lesser' goods, justification of those ideals, and 
and to forego the lesser in order to the grace to keep 'on trying to carry 
Jttain the greater-people who are them out. . 
willing to give up the shiny gadc But here too' ~e must have 
gets offered by an industrial civili- much readjustment. We would not 
zation in order to secure for them- accomplish much. by multiplying 
selves the blessings of a real home rural Catholic parishes, for people 
and freedom. And it is only people in those parishes now are. much 
animated by religion who will do 
this, for the natural man, unaided like other people on the land-dis-

contented and wishing th~y could 
by grace and uninstructed as to h~ave. The Church's scale of values 
what is really and permanently must be made clear to these peo-
valuable, is almost certain to' go pIe, and the spokesmen of the 
after the superficially attractive ., . 1 
h· (I· dIll k f • . Church among us must themse ves 

t mgs. nct enta y, ac 0 an, Jee the implications of a rural 
effective religion is the great weak- Catholic culture, so that they may 
ness in the teaching of the South- teach and lead. 
ern Agrarians, who have done so • 
much recently in calling men's The teachers Qr the Faith in this 
attention to the beauties of a rural country have succeeded in some 
culture. This defect is recognized ways very well, and in others not 
by at least one of them, Mr. Her- so well. The aspects of. Catholic 
bert Agar, who admits that the teaching which seem to pave been 
great difficulty in the way of rea liz- "put across" best are (1) loyalty 
ing the agrarian ideal in America to the Church and (2) frequent 
is the lack of a strong religious reception of the Sacraments. The 
tradition.) greatest failure has been in the 

It is here that the Catholic sphere of morals. It is not so much 
Church may find its great mission that people fail to, live. up to what 
in America. Although as a matter they have been taught. That 

would be natural. The serious of fact most of our people live in 
Cities, we have the thing which the thing is that they do not know the 
country needs most. The Catholic Catholic ideal of living. 
faith possesses a code of ethics, a 
scale of values, which exactly fits 
the n~eds of a rural culture. It 
teaches that family, home,' and 
freedom are worth more than auto
mobiles and symphony con~rts 
and other things which cash money 
can buy. It teaches that ownership 
of productive property is a good 
thing, that responsibility is neces~ 
sary for the development of char~ 
acter, that' lesser goods are often 

The difficulty may lie in a 
faulty presentation of the Church's 
teaching concerning precepts and 
counsels. The· schematic differences 
between the two has been so much 
stressed that people get the idea 
that there are two distinct plans 
for living, corresponding to the lay 
and clerical estate. The counsels, 
they seem to think; along with 
ascetic theology,:,are for priests and 
nuns (as is also' the avoidance of 
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inortal- sin:. They' have .had little 
In.s'ttucticn.concetningthat glcri~ 
cus ttan.sfcrmaticn cf life which 
can come from an ardent .intenticn 
cf fclicwing Christ by means cf 
the Church's ascetic teaching. 
They do nct kncw the Christian 
life'spcssibilities. 

Until such kncwledge is wide~ 
spread, we cannct expect many 
Cathclics to. make use cf it, and 
until they make use cf it wecan~ 
nctexpect them to. be much dif~ 
ferent frcm cther pecple, and we 
certainly .. cannctlcck to. them to. 
take the lead in building a Chris~ 
tian culture cn the land cr any~ 
where else. '. . 

One thing cf supreme impcr~ 
tance in the religio.us fcundaticn 
cf a rural culture Isa spirituality, 
a ,kind cf rdigicus expressicn, 
~"1hich will fit the type cf life that 
such a culture necessitates. Unless 
an indigencus spirituality is devel~ 
cped, religicn is a thing apart. 
Pecple ,may be farmers and also. 
Cathclics, but their farming and 
their <:athclicism will nct ccalesce 
into. a real culture-'a way cf life 
in which wcrk/and religicn inter
mingle to fo.rin cne whcle. 

A type cf' devcticn in which 
people are really at hcme, and 
which permeates their whcle life, 
must be one which rises frcm, and 
is applicable to., the ccnditicns cf 
their living. 

The rural family is usually 
scme distance frcm the church, 
arid the wcrk ch the farm makes 
it impcssible to. take much time o.ff, 
especially in the mcrning. The 
Sunday Mass is abcut as. much 
a'ttendance at church as is pcssi~ 
ble. Therefcrea type cf devctien 
which is built areund daily Mass 
andCcmmunien and frequent vis~ 
its to. the church is nct pessible 
in a rural scciety. Mcreever, farm 
work is such that a time table of 
life can scarcely be wcrked cut. 
Teo. many unexpected emergencies 
arise; Therefcre a devctienal 
scheme requiring a certain time' fo.r 
meditation, anether fer the res~ 
;uy, :ancther for ,spiritual reading, 
etc.~· . wo.uld not·, be easy -to carry 
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eut~>· Thus the type cf spirituality 
'Which has been develcpedsince the 
Counter-Refermatien deesnct 
seem to. fit, the life cf the farmer. 

But there is·abundant oppertun~ 
ity in such a life for its ewn kind 
of devotien.It is a life of very leng 
working hours, but much of the 
work is leisurely. Between jobs 
there are intervals-geing frem 
one place to. another, leaning en 
the fence watching something hap
pen, riding behind a team, etc. 
And there is much solitude. Thus 
it would be possible to. weave 
through the whele day an almest 
uninterrupted strand ef prayer, 
meditation, self -cffering, recollec~ 
tien cf Ged's presence, intercessien, 
thanksgiving-all of it spentane
cus and called forth, er at least not 
interfered with, by what is hap~ 
pening frem minute to minute. 
The eppertunity for developing a 
hidden spiritual life is unlimited. 

Such a type of devotio.n has kin
ship with an elder time-with the 
Fathers efthe deSeTt, 'rh~ primitive 
Benedictines, or even 4:He Hebrew 
psalms. Certainly the typeef char
acter produced by this earlier spir
it:uality does net suffer when cem
pared to. that resulting frem the 
mere erganized and intensive piety 
ef the Counter~Refdrmatien. 

But country peo.ple must be 
taught. They must learn the possi
bilities of their ewn type of devo
tion, and must net be pushed 
down into. the mold of the city 
man's spirituality. And they must 
be given a start, as it were, in the 
new means ef expression. They 
must be trained in recollection and 
in spentaneous connection of work 
and prayer. 

In addition to. this highly per
sonal religicn, the farmer has a 
great cpportunity fer cerporate 
wership in the family, which is 
the most fundamental corporation. 
If some religious genius wculd dis~ 
cever for us 'a plan fer: a vital fam~ 
iIy worship he wculd be making 
bneof the greatest possible contri~ 
butiens to our heped~fcr culture. 
'Tbe culminatien :ef the farm., 

er!s,religious:Iife would of course 

be: the corporate liturgical 
of the Mass, . and Holy 
ion. Here weuld be the; center 
the gathering-point of all his 
with God during the' week, 
here he wculd get the. strength t 
continue that life and to. grow .0 

S· h • grace. lUce' e' cannot come 
Mass every day, it is very impor. 
tant that he make the most of it 
when he does come. To. that end 
he should have an understanding 
and an appreciation cf the liturgy 
The liturgical movement,' then' 
wh~ch seeks to. give us an 0PPor: 
tumty ef more perfect worship by 
instructing us in the full signifi. 
cance cf the Mass and encouraging 
us to. take an active part in it, will 

·play a great part in the construe. 
tion ef eur religieus feundation, 

A scund rurai culture, then 
must have three feundations which 
are seund-economic, intellectual. 
and spiritual. . 

What are the pcssibilities for 
the creaticn of sucha culture? His· 
tery is nct a predictive science. We 
den't knew what is going to hap· 
pen. But we do knew that our 
present situatien is desperate, and 
filat the rise cf a Christian rural 
culture may be a way eut. We do 
know that if such a culture is to 
rise it must be en Catholic founda
ticns. And we do. know that when 
the Catholic Church sets her 'mind 
to. something, she keeps at it until 
she "gets there." So perhaps our 
immediate jcb is to. convince those 
who. could presumably influence 
Catholics to. adept a certain CQurse 
ef secial action-I mean the Cath
lic leaders, clerical and lay. It is 
ycur eppcrtunity to. help to build 
something permanent-a hcme for 
the human spirit in America. 
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RESTORING ALL THINGS: A 
Guide to Catholic Action 

Edited by John Fitzsimons and Paul 
McGuire. New York: Sheed and 
ward. 236 pages. $2.00. 

The Catholic agrarian will find 
inspiration in this book, as a 
Christian and as' a lover of th~ 
rural way of life. For the book. 
although it purports to be a 
description of Catholic Action the 
world over, is the clearest and tru
est statement of the principles of 
Catholic Action which has yet 
appeared. We read, for example, 

If Catholic Action is the 
Mystical . Body at work in 
the world, inspired by the 
love of man for man, the Lit
urgy. is the Mystical Body at 
prayer, inspired by the love 
of man for God. The two are 
necessarily complementary; 
there can be no fully efficient 
Catholic' Action unless it is 
inspired 'and sustained by 
healthy liturgical action. 

In the excellent chapters on Bel
gium and France, we are shown 
how the men and women in rural 
areas are organized to achieve "a 
sense of their vocation, to . . . 
realize the beauty of their calling." 

In treating of Catholic Action 
in the United States, machinery 
only is taken into account. This 
does not· seriousl y mar the rest of 
the book, however, for itinerant 
Americans and visiting Europeans 
have brought us tidings which cor
roborate these. English Catholic 
Action, is not described. ' 

S. H. A. 

• 
RURAL LIFE BOOKLETS 

National Catholic Welfare ConferWee, 1312, Massachusetts Ave., No. 
., Washmgton, D.C. 

l. Rural CatholiC Action: 
Diocesan Directors Series' 1. 

2. Rural Catholic Action: 
Diocesan Directors Sedes II. 

3. Agriculture and Interna
tional Life. 

4. For the Improvemen~ of 
Rural Life. 

5. The Religiously-Underpri
vileged Child. 

6. Catholic Rural Life. 
7. The Encyclicals and Agri

culture. 
8. Our RUJal Proletariat. 
9. Consumers' Cooperatives. 

10. Motor Missions. 
11. Catholic Rural Activities. 
12. Property, Organization, 

Government Action: An Applica
tion of Pope Pius Xl's "Recon
structing the Social Order" to 
American Agriculture. 

e· 

THE DIARY OF A 
COUNTRY PRIEST 

New York: The Macmillan Com
pany. Translation oj M. Georges 
Bernanos' Journal d'un Cure de 
Campagne. 

This "Diary" of a Frerich coun
try priest should be of interest to 
American rural pastors. The style 
in which it is written may have no 
particular appeal, but there is 
many a good lesson hidden within 
its pages. 

,Besides the Cure himself, a 
sickly and saintly young man, one 
meets in the course of the volume 
a number of 'Very interesting char
acters. There is particularly the 
robust Cure of Torcy, the young 
priest's philosopher and friend. 

The American rural pastor who 
must suffer at times from village 
gossip, will likely. find a good bit 
to comfort him in this volume. He 
will also find in it, particularly 
insofar as the young Cure is con
cerned, a genuine spiritual note. 

, Grace was his support. He relied 
upon .it consistently in all his bad 
hours. Indeed the novel is in no 
small measure a panegyric on grace;. 

E. S. 
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A DISCUSSION CLUB SERIES 

Prepared and distributed by. the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 

1. What IS the Discussion 
Leader's Job? 

2. Reciprocal Trade Agree
ments: Hurting or Helping ,the 

, Country? 
3. Farm Security: How Can 

Tenants Find It? 
4., Crop Insurance: Is It Prac

tical? 
5. Farm Finance: What Is a 

Sound System? 
6. Co-ops: H;ow Far Can 

They Go? 
7. Soil Conservation: Who 

Gains By It? 
8. Rural Communities: What 

Do They Need Most? 
9. Taxes: Who Pays, What 

For? 
10. What Part Should Farmers 

", in Your County Take in Making 
ftational Agricultural Policy? 

11. What Should Farmers Aim 
to Accomplish. Through Organi
zation? 

12. What Kind of Agricultural 
Policy Is Necessary to Save Our 
Soil? 

13. Is Increased Efficiency in 
Farming Always a Good Thing? 

14. Exports and Imports: How 
Do They Affect the Farmer? 

15. Should Farm Ownership 
Be a Goal of Agricultural Policy? 

16. How do Farm People Live 
in Comparison with City People? 

17. What Should be the Farm
ers' Share in the National Income? 

• 
FIFTH AVENUE' TO FARM 

By F. Fritts and G; W. Gwinn. New 
York: Harper and Brothers. $3.00. 

The central ,theme of this 
volume is indicated by its sub
title, "A Biologic Approach to the 
Problem of the Survival of Our 
Civilization;" .Like riot a few 
otheri who are writing on Ameri-
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can rural life, toqay the authors 
express the fear that the country's 
biologic heri~age, is being lost 
through urbanization. American 
society has painted the city in such 
attractive colors that the superior 
children of the countryside are 
flocking irito it and there are' fail~ 
ing to reproduce themselves in any 
significant numbers. The less alert 
and capable tend to remain on the 
farm where the, :environment is 
uniquely congenial to the human 
impulse to raise large families of 
children. If this trend is to con~ 
tinue 'the AIneiican population 
must necessarily degenerate. 

The authors express the hope 
that a large number of the ablest 
people of the cities will in future 
elect farming as a career and there~ 
by, stop the present trend toward 
degeneracy. Byway of encourage~ 
ment they argue, that farm man
agementgivesm~re room for the 
development and use of intellec
tual talents than' the great major
ity of specialized ,routine ,tasks of 
the city and that all the modern 
physical conveniences of ','life are 
now available in the country as 
well as in the city. Furthermore 
they state that those who would 
choose the rural way ofIife, would 
do so with the assurance that they 
were making a genuine contribu
tion to American civilization. 

There is much that is sound in 
the volume. But there are serious 
om iss ions too. ,The question of 
unemploymenf, . for example, so 
intimately linked with a number 
of considerations in the book is 
simply passed up. In fact the 
whole distressful economic condi
tion of American agriculture is 
given scant attention. 

No one really familiar with the 
American rural scene will be pre~ 
pared to accept the statement on 
page 128 that, generally speaking, 
"submarginal people, not sub~ 

marginal land nor .lack of oppor
tunity" are the cause of our ten~ 
ancy. 

Both authors were born on 
farms. Both areuniversitygradu
ates; Both, too,' are practicing New 
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York lawyers, operating "satel~ 
lite" farms outside the ,city as part~ , 
time careers. 

EDGAR SCHMIEDELER. 

• 
DYING LANDS 

By W. P. Witcutt. The Distributist 
League, London. Price, six-pence. 

It is not often in this day, 
when authors are accustomed to 
lead their readers through a verit~ 
able wilderness of words to ex
press to them a few ideas, that one 
finds so much information in such 
a small number of pages as one 
finds in this brochure of forty~five 
pages. The author, with others 
whom he quotes, claims that Eng~ 
land is sick-' diseased economical ~ 
ly, socially and physically. Its 
people have gotten too far away 
from the land. They depend too 
extensively on interest on foreign 
investments. It is dangerous busi
n~ss. "If the interest was not paid 
we should st<1rve." Furthermo.re, 
"distressed a),eas," ,unable to be 
supported by the', Are'sept economic 
system; have devel~d through~ 
out the kingdom. Scotland, Wales, 
and most of the North of England 
are such "distressed areas." Wil~ 
s;utt suggests that these be develop~ 
ed into separate and distinct eco
nomic entities, living a new life of 
their own. Agricultural areas 
should be added to the distressed 
towns, as necessary, and the re~ 

sultant units would be largely like 
the English village communities 
and their surrounding lands before 
enclosure. The industrial sections 
of the nation, still served by their 
export trade, their shipping re~ 
ceipts and their investments 
would continue for the present. 
Other distressed areas undoubted
ly will develop, since all signs 
point to a further ebb of export 
trade. These, too, would have to 
be separated and given a self-suffi~ 
cient economic system of their 
own. 

The author speaks of his sug~ 
gestion as "A Fifty Years' Plan 
for the Distresed Areas." 

E. S. 

A DOZEN GOOD BOOKS FOR 
STUDENT OF RURAL ~tlFE 

Adams, James Truslow 
THE MARCH OF 
RACY 

Scribners, 1932'~ 1933 
Vols.; pp; 428 and 438. ' 

Agar, Herbert 
LAND OF THE FREE 

Houghton, Mifflin 
1935; pp. 305. 

Agar, Herbert, and Tate, Allen 
WHO OWNS AMERICA 

Houghton, 'Mifflin 
1936; pp. 342. 

Belloc, Hilaire 
THE CRISIS OF CIVIL 
TION 

Fordham University 
1937; pp. 245. 

Borsodi, Ralph 
FLIGHT FROM· THE 

Harper and Brothers, 
pp. 194. 

Bowden, Witt 
THE INDUSTRIAL 
TORY OF THE 
STATES 

Adelphi, Co., 1930; pp. 5 I 

Campbell, Macy 
RURAL LIFE AT THE 
CROSSROADS 

Ginn and Co., 1927; 
482. 

Duthie, Mary Eva 
4-H CLUB WORK IN , 
LIFE OF RURAL YOUTH 

Harper and Brothers; 
124. 

Fowler, Bertram B. 
CONSUMERCOOPERA
TION IN AMERICA 

The Vanguard Press, 1936 
pp. 305. 

.. THE LORD HELPS 
The Vanguard Press, 1938 
pp. 180. 

Gibbs, Philip 
THE WAY OF ESCAPE 

Harper and Brothers, 1933' 
pp. 300. 
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