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0· .. · UR country is blessed by one 
C crop which can be sown, cuI;. 

5 tivated an.d harvested all within a 
few weeks; and you do not need 
to go to northern Florida to find 
it. It flourishes right on the city 
streets and appears in the shop 
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windows. Look at the crop of 
books that are now telling the vari-

-- 8 ous ways in which democracy went 
to sleep during the years preceding 
the present European war. 

._ 12 

4-15 

Democracy went to sleep on few 
things more notably than the mat
ter of rural life. When Theodore 
Roosevelt, one of America's lead
ing democratic (even if not Dem
ocratic) voices, formed his famous 
Country Life Commission, few 
people knew what he was talking 
about and some of our fellow-citi-

16 zeus still do not know. The Cath
olic Rural Life Conference has fin
ally got its hearings with our fel
low-Catholics, as the result of no 

17 end of hard work and perseverance. 
The anti-demccratic countries, 

however, have long forestalled us 
20 on the point of taking rural life 

seriously. The Fascisti in Italy, the 
National Socialists in Germany, 
even toa certain extent the Com
munists in Soviet Russia, take rural 
life seriously because they are con-

21 

22 

28 

cerned with the question of pro
viding food for their people and 
their armies. They are practical 
enough to· know that people will 
not put forth their maximum effort 
towards raising food unless they 
adopt some. recognized type of 
rUral life. Hence the stress laid in --Editor America, national Catholic 
Weekly. 

those countries upon the value of 
Planual labor; the proper type of 
rural habitation; the education of 
rural youth in the technique of the 
farm and (in Italy) of cooperative 
methods, etc. 

Here in the United States we 
are made uneasy by the fact that 
our own Government has devel
oped its int~rest in rural life in 
proportion as it has become increas
ingly centralized. Instinctively we 
come to look to a centralized gov
ernment for the solution of most 
of our rural-life troubl'es. As a 
result these troubles play into the 
hands of centralizing politicians. 

This circumstance lends impor
tance to the rapid growing Decen
tralist movement which derived 
some of its first inspiration from 
the British Distributist movement 
encouraged by Chesterton and Bel
loc and is now enlistin.g the inter
est of Catholics as well as non
Catholics in the United States. 

The Decentralists make two 
claims which entitle their ideas to 
careful consideration. They believe 
their movement to be democratic 
from the ground up; to spring 
from the type of democracy that 
made this country truly great and 
was the idea of its Founders. They 
likewise believe that it is in har
mony with the social and rural-life 
teachings of the Catholic Church. 

Decentralism, as a system, 
applies most directly to production 
and exchange. The Decentralists 
are opposed to what they consider 
to be the tyranny of mass pro
duction. While mass production is 
obviously the most practical form 
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of production fcr certain things,·. 
they believe that it is not the most 
suitable means of producing every~· 
thing that people need. This 
applies in the industrial as well as 
in the agricultural world. The 
Decentralists favor the develop
ment of small, local industries .. 
They point with pride to the vil
lage industries of Vermont; to suc-. 
cessful ventures where hard-work
ing people have succeeded in build
ing up a local clientele and thereby 
making a real, even if frugal living. 

They favor the owner-worked 
farm and are opposed to industri~ 
alized and mass-producing farm
ing. According to the degree of 
their Decentralist fervor, they urge 
that the majority of citizens grow 
some of their own vegetables; that 
women again learn the . arts of 
home production; that the home 
workshop come into its own. They; 
encourage individual initiative,. 
thrift, ingenuity to these ends.' 
They support their recommenda
tions by the argument that for the 
type of product which they have 
in mind mass production is actu
ally more expensive; since it 
involves overhead costs of distrib~ 
ution and management which are 
spared when you do things lotally. 
for a local group of consumers. 
They see actual waste in trying to. 
make the entire United States your 

Prayer of Christian Farmers 
o God, Source and Giver of all 

things, who dost manifest Thy i~finite 
majesty, power and goodness," the 
earth about us, we give Thee honor 
and glory. . 

For the sun and the rain, for the 
manifold fruits of our fields, For the in
crease of our herds and fJocks,we 
thank Thee. For the enrichment of 
our souls with divine grace we are 
grateful. 

Supreme Lord of the harvest, grac
iously accept us and the fruits of olir 
toil, in union with Christ, Thy Son, as 
atonement for our sins, for the growth 
of Thy Church, for peace and charity 
in our homes, for salvation .to all. 

Amen. 

'I 



market and thereby tying yourself 
up with a vast army of employees 
and consequent labor and interstate 
problems. 

Decentralist economic arguments 
are persuasive for the non-econo-· 
mist; so much so that I even 
dreamt one summer night that For
tune magazine devoted a special 
issue to Decentralism. Just how 
far all their assertions stand up 
must be left to the economists to 
decide. While the economists. how
ever. are reaching their decision we 
can note that each of the two main 
Presidential candidates has paid a 
certain tribute to Decentralism. 
Mr. Willkieis reported as advo
cating the decentralization of the 
munitions industry and placing of 
smaller plants around the country; 
which would benefit local rural 
producers. On the other hand. the 
President. at the dedication of the 
Bonneville Dam in September. 
1937. said that the Northwest 
should "not be a land of new 
Pittsburghs"; advocated the build
ing up of "smaller communities." 
and saw an "inherent weakness in 
cities which become too large and 
inherent strength in a wide geo
graphical distribution of popula
tion." Developments at Bonneville 
and Grand Coulee-· -according to 
Free America. Decentralist month-

HAYING TIME 

ly for August. 1940-favor decen
tralization of production and dis
tributed land ownership. 

If the Decentralist idea grow~ 
and takes root in the policies of our 
political and business regimes. it 
should be a powerful aid for the 
Catholic rural-life movement. It is 
impossible to advocate decentral
ized production and decentralized 
consumption or exchange without 
advocating many other matters all 
of which pertain. in one shape or 
another. to the Catholic ideal of 
rural life. Decentralized production 
and distributed land· ownership 
favors the independence and pres
ervation· of the family. It favors 
development of the Christian vir
tues of cooperation and self-sacri
fice. It requires the spread of cul
ture from the great metropolitan 
centers to smaller centers and to 
the rural districts. It supposes that 
religion. most of all. will flourish 
as vigorously in the rural as in 
the urban regions; and it is 
strongly aided by the development 
of the rural parish. For this and 
other obvious reasons. many Cath
olic ruralists believe that the Cath
olic rural-life movement has a gen
uine stake in the development of 
Decentralism; and the correspond
ing view is held by many Decen
tralists. Indeed. so definitely 

The rooF high load of cured sweet-smelling hay 
Jolts to the yawning mow. Atop I see 
One hat and three bright heads that lustily 
And out of tune make music as they sway_ 
The tugging grays halt at the mowing place; 
The Father watching, calls a warning sound 
As bold young bodies slither to the ground, 
Then Forks the green-gold hay with steady grace. 

These are the days when children take their riot 
To row cocked hills and barns and windy boughs; 
And these the days the cool and darkened house 
Yawns and rests in strange unwonted quieti 
And this the time youth stores a secret mow 
Against lean years it ne.ver dreams of now. 

Florence Hynes Willette 

minded are some of them on 
point that when Msgr. . 
bluntly told a group of non 
olic Decentralists at a luncheon 
New York City that one of 
chief aims of the Catholic rUt 1 
l 'f a. 
1 e movement was to convert no . 

Catholics in the country sections ~ 
the Catholic faith they applaude~ 
and vowed it would not be a bad 
thing if we succeeded. 

Decentralism. however. in its 
combat with the general trend to 
centralization. suffers a difficulty to 
Which. in my opinion. more than 
passing attention should be paid. 

The most powerful single ten. 
dency in the world today is the 
tendency toward the unification of 
human society. It may seem strange 
to say this at a time when human 
society is rent as never before by 
savage hatreds and bloodthirsty 
conflicts; yet I believe that this 
assertion. is none the less true. The 
present conflict is not due merely 
to human quarrelsomeness and 
general cussedness. Nor is it due 
merely to conflicting ambitions of 
individuals. It has arisen out of 
conflicting systems of social and 
political unification. An imperi
ous craving for unity in one form 
or another gives strength and viru
lence to each of the combatants. 

The centralizing movement has 
all the cards stacked in its favor as 
far as the Drang nach Einheit is 
concerned. The mass-production 
advocates. the prophets of indus
trialized farming. have made gen
erous use of this advantage. For 
an anti-Decentralist nightmare-to I 
counteract pleasant summer dreams 

-h reJad
l 

HHartley GrMattan
G

' s atrticleestif I 
t e u y arpers. r. rat an -
mates the future agricultural pro
ducers as a bare ten per cent of our 
country's population. He leaves ) 
another little wave band free for 
the manufacturers. The rest of our 
population are then reduced. to 
being "service" workers: anything 
from filling-station helpers to pro
viding cut flowers for funerals. 
Unification will bring this about. 
in this great. great America of ours. 
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, If Decentralism, therefore, is to 
have hands and feet, it shall need 
to walk. right up to the counter 
and claim unity as its own and not 
the property of centralization 
alone. In other words, Decentrali~ 
zation cannot rest collte:p.t with 
being merely de~centralization, a 
denial of centralization. A denial 
is effective for aroqsing attention; 
for pointing out· the weakness of 
an existing system and thereby 
winning initial popular support. 
But a mere denial is not enough. 
Nor is it enough to rely merely 
upon the workability of the 
scheme. Centralizing systems do 
not gain support merely by their 
workability. They appeal, over 
and above their workability, to 
certain great world tendencies, to 
a deep~lying current of the age, 
which is the desire for unity and 
the acceptance of unification as a 
means towards unity. 

But precisely there where the 
opportunity of centralization lies, 
lies also the corresponding oppor~ 
tunity of the decentralizers. If 
they are awake they will seize it. 

Unity which 1S produced by 
centralization alone is not a living 
unity. It may be highly effective 
for certain' temporary ends. Cen~ 
traiized unity may amass huge for~ 
tunes for individuals.' It may estab~ 
!ish tremendous empires. Or it may 
Wage terriffic wars. But it is not 
lasting and not a true solution of 
the problem of unity, because it is 
not a living unity. The only living 
unity is an organic unity, and an 
organic unity is, therefore, neces~ 

sarily decentralized. 
I believe, in other words, that 

the term decentralization has only 
a limited utility. It is useful for the 
present to contrast decentralized 
production and distribution with 
the monstrosities that centraliza-

tion has produced. But the final 
designation of this movement 
would seem logically to be a move
ment for organic, living unity as 
opposed to the tendencies which 
create an artificial morgamc 
unity, whether of society, or of 
econom1C life, or of government 
itself. 

The general principle of decen~ 
tralism, that nothing should be 
entrusted to a higher and more 
central agency which can be effected 
by a lower and localized agency, 
was already ch~ltacterized by Pope 
Pius XI in the Quadnig:esimo 
Anno as "a fundamental principle 
of social philoSophy, unshaken and 
unchangeabl¢~" Says Pope Pius: 

.' ':'Let thOse in power, therefore, 
b.econvinced that the more faith~ 
fully this principle be followed, 
and a graded hierarchical order 
exist between the various subsidi
ary organizations, the more excel
lent will be both the authority and 
the efficiency of the social organiza
tion as a whole and the happier 
and more prosperous the condition 
of the'State." 

If, . then, this principle is fol
lowed, a genuine and living politi
cal and ,social unity is the result. 
It is a living unity, because it 
derives its life not from .any scheme 
imposed from above, but from the 
living' persons whose interests it 
consults. 

The United States has the most 
difficult problem of unity of ani 
nation in the Western world; dif
ficult because of its vast extent 
combined with the size and racial 
or national diversity of our popu
lation. Yet so urgent is this prob
lem of national unity, that every 
movement, whether it be political, 
religious, or social is going to be 
judged in its light during the years 
immediately to come. The prob
lem of national defense, of course, 
1S lending powerful impetus to 
such a tendency. 

The Catholic rural-life move
ment and the Decentralist move
ment have each in their own· sphere· 
a tremendous opportunity to com
bat the unspeakably dangerous cen-
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tralizing tendencies of the present 
time. They can present to the 
world an entirely different picture. 
They can show how to achieve 
unity not at the sacrifice of indi
vidual initiative and the individ
ual family but to build it up from 
the primary units of human soci
ety: the unity not of a machine 
but of a living body, an organism. 
This body will be guided by Pius 
Xl's "true directive principle of 
social and economic activity," and 
"it will be possible to. say, in a 
sense, cif this body what the Apos~ 
de said of the Mystical Body of 
Christ: "The whole body being 
compacted and fitly joined 
together ... by what every joint 
supplieth, according to the opera.; 
tion in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body, unto 
the edifying of itself in charity." 

The starting point of the Decen
tralist movement is the Christian 
idea of the. family' and of tne 
human person in relation to the 
family. But if Decentralism is" to .. 
hold its own against the whirlpool 
drift to centralization of the pres-. 
ent time, it must go far beyond its 
starting point and strike out boldly 
for the organic unity of society as 
a basic principle, and for the organ~ 
ization of industry, agriculture and 
government along organic lines as 
a means of effecting that principle. 
The question is not only how false 
unity is to be avoided but primar~ 

& 

"Eel it plea~e tbee to keep in orber 
a moberate·~i?eb farm. ~o tbat tb!' 
garneu. rna!, be full of fruit~ in tbelt 
~ea~on." 

He,iod (850 B. C.) 

• 
ily the question how true unity is 
to be achieved. The more clearly, 
specifically and logically the Decen
tralists can show a practical path 
to genuine national unity the more 
quickly they will gain a hearing, 
the more effective aid they will 
offer to the restoration of rural life .. 
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A POWER PLANT OF SOCIAL 

(HARITY IN A PARISH' 

IN' Atheistic Communism, Pius 
XI summoned all to the exer

cise of charity in order to refute 
"the false persuasion that Chris
tianity has lost its efficacy." He 
implies ~hat the decay of charity.is 
responsihle for the ills that affllct 
the world, and then adds, "char
ity will cure the ills which oppr~ss 
humanity." The sainted pontiff 
was but echoing the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. The Savior of the 
world, too, prescribed charity as 
a cure for the world's ills. In the 
law of charity He summed up all 
His teaching; and at the end He 
laid down but one commandment, 
namely, the commandment of 
charity. He gave it as a new com
mandment saying, "A new com
mandment I give unto, you, that 
you love one another." 
, Charity is the very essence of 
our Christian religion, and if the 
world is in a sorry mess today, it 
is obvious that a lack of charity is 
the cause. St. James has said that 
"faith without good works is 
dead/'He might have said faith 
without charity is dead, for good 
works are the manifestations of 
the virtue of charity. The decay of 
faith always follows when charity 
dies. The best and only way to 
preserve and extend the faith is to 
keep the flame of charity burning 
brightly. 

The modern world has forgot
ten the very meaning of the word 
charity. It is oftentimes confused 
with humanitarianism and with 
the giving of material relief. Give 

Bishop of Bismarck. N, D,. President. 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

a hungry dog a bone, and it is not 
charity; give a hungry man a 
meal, and it may not be charity. 
There is no charity without a rec
ognition of human dignity. St. 
Paul seems to have had this in 
mind when he wrote, "If I give 
all my goods to feed the poor and 
have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing." This sentence of St. 
Paul indicates that charity is some
thing above and beyond the mere 
giving of material aid. Charity 
teaches us to see in the one to 
whom we minister aid a soul 
stamped with the image and like
ness of God. a brother in Christ, a 
child of God, a member of Christ's 
Mystical Body. In fact, Christ 
taught us to see Himself in those 
to whom we minister when He 
said, "As long as you did it to 
these. my least brethren, you did 
it unto Me." Herein lies the dis
tinction between mere material 
relief and charity. Material relief 
without charity is often degrading; 
our experience with government 
relief is a sufficient proof of this. 
Relief may be degrading. but char
ity is never degrading. It has the 
power to lift and transform the 
recipient. 

Charity is the bond which 
should bind man to man and man 
to God. Christ made charity the 
precious badge by which His own 
would be known throughout the 
ages when He said, "By this will 
all men know that you are My 
disciples, that you love one 
~nother." In early times the 
Church was called the "Bond' of 
Charity." The parish is the smaller 

umt m that bond. The bond of 
charity should bind all the mem
bers of the parish together includ_ 
ing the poor, the unfortunate, and 
the wayward. The poor, the 
unfortunate, and the wayward are 
members of the parish within 
whose boundaries they live. They 
provide the rest of the' parish with 
the opportunity to practice the vir. 
tue of charity. This cannot be 
stressed too strongly. Perhaps we 
cannot say too often that the decay 
of charity means the decay of all 
religion and the decay of Christian 
civilization itself. 

Catholic Action is a manifesta
tion of charity. The Church has 
found ii: necessary today to lay 
special emphasis upon Catholic 
Action, for individualism seems to 
have invaded the field of religion 
as well as the field of economics. 
"Every man for himself" seems to 
be the unexpressed slogan of many 
Catholics in the field of religion as 
well as in the field of business. 
These Catholics seem to be con
cerned solely with their own reli
gious needs and the salvation of 
their own souls. They think of 
religion as something negative and 
passive. Except for their financi~l 
contributions to the Church, thetr 
religion is one of receiving rather 
than of giving. Membership in the 
Church is taken to be merely an 
opportunity to be served with no 
obligation of serving. It is essen
tially important that we dislodge 
the deeply rooted notion that the 
serving of the Church and the 
building up of religion is solely 
the work of the priest and the nun 
who are consecrated to God, and 
that the laity have no responsibil
ity ,in these 'matters. Chri~t gave 
no warrant for thisnegatlye and 
passive attitude toward religion 
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w-hen he said, "He that gathereth 
not with me scattereth." We can
not stress, too strongli that our 
religion must find expression iil 
active charity, and if it does not, 
our faith has become as "a sound
ing brass or a tinkling cymbaL" 

From time to time in the his
tory of the Church we have had 
great charity movements whose 
purpose was to' bring the world 
back to a realization of the great 
and supreme law of charity. Such 
a movement, was started by St. 
Vincent de Paul in the seventeenth 
century. Again in the nineteenth 
century Frederic Ozanam stressed 
the Catholic principles of charity 
i~ a practical way by founding the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
Our own day has witnessed the 
rise and spread of the Legion of 
Mary. The restoration of charity 
is the objective of the Legion. It 
was founded only nineteen years 
ago in the city of Dublin, and in 
the few years of its existence, it has 
spread to distant parts of the 
world. As an instrument for reviv~ 
ing and intensifying the spirit of 
charity in a parish, the Legion .of 
Mary has proven itself. 

his not within the scopeof th~s 
article to give the ,history and the 
mode of procedure of the Legion 
since this has been done .on other 
occasions in, the columns of this 
review M ypurpose is to explain 
how a Praesidium, or unit,' of the 
Legion of Mary can serve in reviv
ing or intensifying the spirit of 
charity ina parish. 

When Christ' was about to 
found His Church, He selected only 
a few for the work. In fact, He 
selected only twelve to carry out 
His plan. He spent three years 
training them. Now the Legion of 
Mary follows the saine technique. 
Only a few are selected'; they are 
handpicked; they are then schooled 
through months of training in the 
ideals and technique of the Legion. 
The Handbook of the Legion pro
vides a very excellent textbook for 
the training and guidance, of the 
members. It contains an excellent 

(Continu~d on Page 6) 
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In the summer time, I think, the children on ,the farm have a 
great many benefits not ordinarily enjoyed by the luckless young
sters in the crowded urban areas., Any country' pastor, is of course, 
con,winced that there are advantages for the children on the land 
all year round; it!s only, in the' summer time that they become so 
glaringly, apparent that ,no one even dares deny them. 

Children rise early on the farm while the sun is still low on the 
, horizon, while the air is still cool and fresh, while the dew is still 
, on the grass, a reminder that during the night Go~ has washed 
the earth for them to be clean for a new day. This new day with 
aU its work and all its play is sanctified, given to God, in their 
humble morning prayers rising heavenward, united with the joy
ous chants of the divine office recited by, monks and n~ns (early 
risers, too) throughout the land. 

A child on the farm is never bored, nor dOes it ever think a day 
long. As father and older brothers go to the fields, and mother is 
busy with the household work many tasks remain for'smaller 
hands in the home, the garden, and the farmyard. Thereiswork 
which does not overtax the strength of the child. Children love to 

, dig in the soil. When fruits and fiowers, berries and vegetables are 
ready to harVest, they will gather them joyously. They are happy 
in seeing nature's largess. A child is proud of being a cooperator: 
proud to feel that it is doing its part of the family work., Long is 
the list of interesting and useful things a child can do on the farm. 

Even though much which might be called work will be fun,for the 
children, ,nevertheless there is time and space for play and recre
ation on the farm. Farmyards are always big enough for play
grounds. Children can pursue their hobbies, their nature studies, 
their 4H projects. They can read the story books from the parish 
library, they. can follow the creek bed, roam the fields and' mea
dows, explore the grove, or woods. There is a shed for the boys to 
tinker; the shade for the girls to read and sew. It's natural for 
children to have some animal for a pet, and children on the farm 
have them, but what a nUi,sance frequently to people in the 
cities, and what a cruelty to beast. 

The recreation of the country child is not supervised by any sala
ried instructor; it depends largely upon personal initiative, a,nd 
this sometimes finds very interesting expression as I recently dis
covered. I was visiting one of the farm families of the parish. 
Under the wide-fiung branche~ of a tall elm the younger children 
were playing. I asked the children what they were playing. A little 
girl spoke up and said they were playing Bible 'History and she had 
named their animals in the near-by pasture and farmyard, as sis
ter had told them in summer school, Adam did in ~aradise. She 
had given each animal, an individual and t"'oroughly Christian 
name. "But what about the chickens", said I. Momentarily, but 
only for a moment a lo'ok of defeat crossed' her face, then smil
ingly and triumphantly she, said:, "But I bet Adam didn't l1ave as 
many chickens as we got". 
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presentation of the principles of 
Catholic charity. It presents prac
tical instructions on the best meth
ods of approaching the people 
whom the Legion serves. The 
Handbook also stresses the per
sonal spiritual preparation neces
sary for the work. It contains the 
special prayers recited at meetings, 
for prayer. must be ever identified 
with the practice of charity The 
Handbook contains also the attrac
tive ceremonial used at meetings, 
on the occasion of enrollment in 
the Legion, and ori -other special 
occasions. 

It is my opinion that the 
Legion, in order -to be successful, 
should be looked upon as a quasi~ 
religious order., The gate to mem
bership should be guarded with 
care. Z~al, tact, and _ the quality 
of perseverance should be at least 
fundamentally present in the can
didates for membership. A period 
of careful training, through which 
the candidates are imbued with the 
principles of Catholic charity, is 
of essential importance. The 
Legion can "hardly be expected to 
succeed in a parish without the 
sustained interest of the pastor or 
the priest who has charge. It is true 
that the Legion has failed in some 
places, but the best machine will 
fail unless it is rightly operated. 

The Legion is committed to the 
performance of the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy. It does 
not, however, give direct material 
aid. This provision was made in 
order that the Legion might not 

infringe on the field of other orga
nizations whose primary approach 
is made through the giving of 
material aid. Indirectly, however, 
the Legion can procure material 
assistance for, the cases it serves. 
Its approach is primarily spiritual. 
In view of the fact that public 
agencies are supplying in a large 
measure material assistance today, 
it would seem that the Legion of 
Mary has a special function to per
form in supplying the spiritual 
things which governmental agen
cies cannot provide. 

The Legion is prepared for a 
wide range of activities. The work 
it can do in a particular parish 
depends upon the needs of the par
ish. Parish visitation is one of its 
most useful activities. I have in 
mind two sizable parishes where 
the Legion made a complete cen
sus, and in one of these parishes the 
Legion continues to keep the cen
sus records up-to-date. It has a list 
of the careless and fallen away 
Catholics whom the members visit 
frequently for the purpose of get
ting them back to the Church. 
Within a period of six months it 
secured in this parish the revalida
tion of seven marriages, the bap
tism of twenty-three children of 
careless Catholics, and the enroll
ment of sixteen- in convert classes. 
Practically all the children in this -
parish were in the parish school. 
The Legion brought together a 
sufficient number of children of 
fallen away Catholics for a sum
mer vacation school. A number of 

these childt:en were enrolled in the 
]Jarish school last ~epte.mber. "fhis 
report does n~t m~lude all tht 
work the LeglOn dld dUring tht 
peri~~. It worked on many other 
famlhes who we hope one day will 
be active members of the Church 
again. It interested a number of 
non-Catholics, some of Whom 
have since been enrolled in con
vert calsses. 

The Legion -Praesidium in 
another city parish \Sponsored a 
Catholic Sodal Center among an 
underprivileged group in the city. 
Many of the children in this group 
were attending a Protestant Sun
day school. Classes in religion are 
noW -conducted twice a week fo~ 
these children at the Catholic Social 
Center. There is also an adult 
study club operating at the Cen
ter. Mass is said there occasionally, 
and my guess is that it is a nucleus 
of a future mission church. 

Some pastors may object saying, 
"Is not parish visitation the priest's 
work, and won't the people object 
to answering questions about their 
own private affairs?" If - the 
approach is made in the wrong 
way, of course they will object; 
they would even object to the 
priest. It may even happen in some 
cases that a lay person will suc
ceed, provided he uses the right 
approach, where the priest would 
fail. When a priest approaches a 
man to invite him to return to 
the Church, he does not usually 
broach the matter in a brusque 

(Continued on Page 23) 

The object of the National Catholic Rural life 

Conference shall be to strengthen and develop 

Catholicity in the rural districts, and to promote 

the general welfare of the rural population. 

rural problems; shall endorse and sponsor pro

jects looking to the solution of these problemsi 

shall develop a literature on subjects pertaining to 

Catholic rural life; shall maintain friendly contact 

with other rural life associations; and shall inter

est itself in every worthy effort to bring the bless

ings of wholesome living to our rural population. 

To these ends the National Catholic Rural life 

Conference shall study rural life in all its phases; 

shall provide a national forum for discussion of 
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PAGE FROM A THICK BOOK 

'THIS is not an ordinary leaf from 
that extraordinary' volume 

wherein are written the lives of 
those myriads who dwell upon the 
land and draw: from. it good sus
tenance and health. 

Long enough ago I was born, 
third of tet). children. Our great 
white' house was the heart of over 
seven hundred aCl;es 'of rolling 
fields, hills and woods, where we 
roamed and explored in all sea
sons. The wood half engulfing tife 
house, was lush' with' blue and 
yellow violets: fern a~d honey
suckle pushed up through an ankle' 
deep carpet of' dead leaves and 
1,11oss. Ivy and tangling grape had 
their way among the bracken and 
there were ideal trees for climbing 
and swinging. I remember how our 
long suffering mother did bemoan 
her brooms, for we were ardent 
path sweepers. Crisp brown leaves 
retreated before our shuttling 
brooms; twigs and moss flew in 
a veritable whirlwind as we opened 
up, royal highways and 'byways 
and diverse secret paths-' and ,oh, 
the fine feel of ,cool damp earth on 
naked feet as we raced madly to 
and fro under shadowy branches! 

We were all natural riders,' and 
I mind (since I am never allowed 
to forget it) how I did paint mane 
and tail of our mother's white 
driving horse, a vivid red- (I was 
early fascinated by paints and 
brushes) and how our mother for 
months surreptitiously sought out 
back streets and hitching posts 
when she must journey into town; 
and how our father, with his hand 
before his mouth, gravely 
applauded my taste and skill. The 

,Well known poe~ and' farm mother, 
Delevan. Minn. 

c.ountry school lay a mile and a 
half away,across wide meadows 
and hills' strewn with stone~ and 
wild flowers. A lucky hunter 
J,llight find an, arrow head, ,a crude 
stone mallet o,r, even a'. whitened 
skull. When we' finished the gl;ades 
we were sent to Catholic boarding 
scifool, arid from thence tocQllege. 
, Since Ipersistec:l in applying my 
dou~tful' talents to painting, I was 
allowed ,a year at art school. When 
that year, was done I was, so' I 
assured my fa;rnily, on my own. 
, ,My first job: ,was that of, a 
dressed model tor art classes. My 
second in an art studio where I 
worked eight mo~ths. I then hied 
to Los Angeles where 'a' married 
sister lived. Here I worked in a 
studio in an old building that sym
pathetically responded to the 
slightest earthquake. This job 
yielded, good wages; and after 
nearly three years I felt the need 
of going home. My sister was also 
sodrawn;so we packed up her two 
bab:ies and took the train East. 
This visit was momentous for dur
ing It I pondered the question-to 
marry or not to 'marry. 

Though my childhood was 
spent on a farm, I had been for 
years a dweller of cities, and so 
had forgotten much a farmer's wife' 
should know. For instance I truly 
thought a shotgun seeder to be 
some sort' of firearm; and I used 
to scald my yeast cakes and then 
weep because the bread would not 
rise. But my husband, Donald, is 
a, patient, hopeful man and his 
:inother and mine were" tactfully 
helpful. so that ere long the old 
love and feel for the land came to 
the surface. Now I can smile (in 
secret) at the guest who thinkS a 
cow whinnies, or that a spring 
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tooth drag is a loose upper plate. 
But I still 'like a cockeral better in 
the skillet than on the spur; and 
I simply cannot stir up any enthu
siasm over blatting sheep, or their 
bleating offspring. Save for-these 
~ransgressions, I am heart and' soul 
immerged in our lifealld way of 
livipg. ' " '" ," '," 

Our home fronts three hund'red 
twenty acres. When we came here 
the place was • a shambles: s'o we 
landscaped it. How ~imp~e that 
sounds after ithe many days of 
labor with tractor, plow and har.,.
row. There was a deal of gru.bbing 
to do; old stumps, lilac shoots and 
quack flourished like dt;agQn:s 
teeth. When all this was done we 
$o~ed grass seed and planted' a 
hedge of spirea across the, lower 
lawn'., Tamarack ~and spirea ,were 
set against the hoqse, ,and trees 
planted to give good shade. We 
laid olit a tentative perenniaLflower 
garden to the east and' each year 
We add a few new plants in the 
hopes of having areal old fash
ioned flower garden some day. 

Now my husband is a most 
practical person, while I much pre
fer a new book to a new broom, 
or a hammock to, roasts in the oven 
-and the touch of a needle does 
distressing things to my spirit as 
well as to my fingers. But I like 
to think myself a gardener. 
Topped with a big hat and armed 
with trowel and watering pot I 
can putter happily for hours. 
Among :q1yalmost non-existent 
flowers I trudge, and if one seed 
comes up where I planted a packet 
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I am wild with enthusiasm; if 
none come up, I say with Scarlet; 
"There's always tomorrow." My 
husband from his superior Hybrid 
heights looks at me grubbing in 
the dirt with a wholly quizzical 
air and murmurs as he passes by, 
"If only a~l th:at energy were 
expended on the onions." He dis
turbs me as little as a puff of wind. 
I plant, I weed, I carry water, I 
hover. I snip my puny blossoms 
and dream of bigger and better. 

'When we landscaped the lawn 
we set out beds of strawberries ·and 
raspberries and a, plum, cherry, 
and apple orchard. With these 
matters well under way, we turned 
bur attention to the house which 
was very un modern. Now, a 
kitchen may be a place of drudg
ery or a housewife's heaven. Ours 
was definitely the former. Excit
ing and practical illustrations in 
magazines, and our growing fam
ily stirred us to rebellion. We 
remodeled our kitchen on paper; 

planning and drawing the 
improvements ourselves. Last sum
mer the fun began. As by magic the 
dim little pantry became a modern 
bath. Six feet were added to the 
width of the kitchen; cupboards, a 
double sink with hot and cold 
water set beneath French windows 
flanked by knotty pine shelves, a 
wood box and ironing board were 
built in; and with a recessed refri
gerator, fresh paint, inlaid lino
leum and gay curtains-behold, 
out of chaos came a housewife's 
heaven lOne need not stir from 
one spot to whip up a cake, or one 
can sit for hours, as this housewife 
has done, just gazing and gloating 
-more shame to her who should 
be humble with gratitude. 

On a vine-covered porch off the 
kitchen, all our summer cooking, 
canning and "jamming" is done. 
Standing at the French windows, 
one may dwell with pleasure and 
satisfaction on the berry beds, the 
orchard behind, and the vegetable 
garden beyond that; while the 

domestic mind even in winter, bus
ily pours so many jars of ruby 
jam, or. plucks a. pan of plump peas 
or sets its teeth lUtO a succulent ear 
of sweet corn. 

iMy husband is a man' with 
Hybrid instincts that lean espe
cially to corns-sweet, pop, field 
silage crossing stocks; he experi~ 
ments with all. The selecting, iso
lating, planting, cultivating, detas_ 
seling, husking, sorting, drying, 
grading, treating, sacking and tag
ging, to say nothing of the selling, 
require a cool head and consider
able output of time and cash. The 
weather is coquettish, as every 
farmer knows, and a lone aspirant 
in this business must reckon with 
it as well as with those large orga
nized companies that spring up 
overnight. However, he dotes on 
his corn, and I must admit a keen 
interest in it myself; so that we are 
continually talking "corny" sub
jects until we have attained the 

(Continued on Page 24) 

REPORT ON THE FIRST RURAL LIFE SCHOOL 

",.,., StIcieIee, 0.S.8. 

THE first Rural Life School, con
ducted at St. John's University, 

Collegeville, Minn., July 15-27, 
presented; so many phases-both 
as to curricular and extra-curricular 
procedure-that it is difficult to 
give an adequate survey of its 
accomplishments. Perhaps its out
standing feature was the variety of 
topics presented for discussion and 
the quality of the talent enlisted 
on the teaching staff. These assets 
were so great, however, as to 
become almost an embarrassment 

Head, Department of Economics, St. 
John's University, Collegeville, Minn. 
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as the session proceeded, because 
they conflicted with the explicit 
objective of the school-that of 
stimulating, and allowing ample 
time for, free discussion among 
those in attendance. So many 
highly capable lecturers had been 
secured, and such a variety of lec
tures was scheduled, that at first it 
seemed as if there would not be 
enough time to digest all the mate
rial in informal discussions along 
garden paths, in corridors, and in 
other gathering places. 

However, when some of the 
evening seminars and other sched
uled meetings were dropped to give 
more time to informal discussion 
and recrealtion, prqrests arose at 
once. Some of the registrants were 
eager to take part in the discussion 

of general topics, such as "The 
Cultural Possibilities of Rural Liv
ing," or "Mode-of-living Farming 
As a Way of Life," and accord
ingly occasional meetings had to 
be held to satisfy this demand. At 
these gatherings such general top
ics were talked over with the same 
informality that characterized 
chance gatherings at various points 
about the campus-with this dif
ference only, that the meetings 
were held in congenial surround
ings, and discussion-leaders unob
trusively prevented the conversa
tion from wandering into unprof
itable channels. 

If free discussion was a princi
pal objective, it is evident that 
those in charge of the school had 
taken particular pains to attain it. 
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This was to a large extent achieved 
by securing the services of Dr. A. 
H. Benton, of the Division of Pro
gram Study and Discussion, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, . who 
devoted the first hour each day dur
ing the first week to the question of 
conducting popular discussions. On 
the first two days of his stay he 
explained the theory and rules of 
discussion-leading which he and 
his associa~es have developed as a 
result of their wide experience in 
this field; on the days following, 
he conducted several demonstra
tions in discussion work, with the 
members of the summer school as 
the raw material. On some occa
sions he would divide the fifty 
priests, sisters and seminarians into 
three or four groups and assign 
a different meeting place to each 
group. Each group then conducted 
a discussion according to the prin
ciples previously laid down, while 
Dr. Benton went from group to 
group to check up on the progress 
of his charges. At the end of the 
discussion periods, each group
leader would make a report to the 
members of all groups and submit 
to criticism-sometimes an occa
sion for pungent humor-from all 
those present. 

Another object lesson in discus
sion-leading was afforded by a 
panel discussion conducted by sev
eral of the summer school students 
under the leadership of Dr. Ben-

ton. The topic chosen for discus
sion was: "Making Rural Life 
Attractive for Rural Youth.'~· 
When it was thrown open for. gen
eral discussion from the floor, such 
a spirited debate got under way 
that methods commonly attributed 
to dictators were required to stop 
it, even half an hour after the 
appointed time. 

Although continual stress was 
laid upon inviting questions and 
stimulating .discussion on the floor, 
the question of technique was not 
over-emphasized. Frequently, the 
content of the talks given by the 
various members of the lecturing 
staff was itself so suggestive that 
no thought had to be given to the 
methods of conducting discussion. 
Under the stimulation of the pro
vocative statements made by the 
speakers, it flowed as naturally as 
in a parish rectory. 

This was particularly true, dur
ing the first week, in the case of 
the talks given by the Most Rev. 
Vincent J. Ryan, Bishop of Bis
marck, Dr. D. C. Dvoracek, exten
sion economist, University Farm, 
St. Paul, Minn., and Miss Pauline 
Reynolds, of the Extension Serv
ice, North Dakota Agricultural 
College. These members of the fac
ulty spoke on rural welfare work, 
cooperatives and trade, and rural 
home-life and recreation, respec
tively, and contrived to present 
their material in such an informal, 
conversational manner that it 
would have been a miracle if no 
discussion had followed. 

Topics whicn lent themselves 
less freely to discussion were han
dled in a mose effective manner by 
other speakers. Rev. Edgar Schmie-. 
deler, O.S.B., of the Social Action 
Department of the National Cath
olic Welfare Co:nference, gave a 
concise and clear picture of the 
various government agencies 
engaged in helping agriculture and 
outlined their mode of operation. 
He also indicated how priests 
might work with them in further
ance of the objectives of the Cath
olic Rural Life Conference-the 
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betterment of rural living in all its 
phases. Similarly, Rev. Henry Ret
zek, geologist of West Union, 
Minn., gave a brilliant series of 
lectures, illustrated with slides of 
his own making, on the nature and 
characteristics of the soil, and its 
use and abuse. These lectures laid 
the foundation for talks by Rev. 
Wendelin Luetmer,O.S.B., and 
Rev. Matthew Kiess, O.S.B., both 
of St. John's Abbey, on the bio
logical and chemical aspects of soil 
conservation. These lectures took 
the·form of a good-humored debate 
between the biologist and chemist. 
Father WendeIin emphasized the 
importance of treating the soil as 
a biological entity and explained 
the bio-dynamic method of soil 
conservation, while Father Mat:. 
thew held to the position that, as 
far as present scientific research 
indicates, biological processes will 
not in themselves be sufficientt6 
prevent the soil from deterioration. 

Any gathering which meets to 
consider rural life and rural pr6b,. 
lems can almost be said to mark 
time until one well-known priest 
arrives who is an outstanding rural 
leader, both as to theory and prac~ 
tice. This is Msgr. Ligutti, execu":' 
tive secretary of the Catholic Rural 
Life Conference. If the heat-wave 
had dulled ,the enthusiasm for the 
study and discussion of rural life 
on the part of those in attendance 
-. which it did not-the arrival of 
this dynamic personality would 
have been sufficient to revive flag
ging spirits and awaken new inter':' 
est. As it was, Msgr. Ligutti at 
once injected new life into the pro-

COMING TO 
ST.CLOUDt 
Good! Then if you wish accommoda
tions in a private home, please advise 
Committee on Housing, National Cath. 
olic Rural Life Convention Headquar
ters St. Cloud, Minn., a week or two 
in advance, and be assured of com
fort during the period of the conven
tion. 
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gram with 'one of his lively illus
trated lectures on cooperatives in 
Europe and the subsistence home
stead which .he founded some five 
years ago at .Granger, Iowa. Any 
doubter' who was seeking concrete 
evidence,of the values of ruralliv
ing found all the proof he needed 
in the Monsignor's pictures of 
"before and after" at Granger. 

The presence of Msgr. Ligutti 
gave a. new turn to much of the 
discussion during the second week, 
since he had developed a plan of 
attack in regard to the phase of 
'rural Hfe most dear to his heart-', -
the. education of rural youth
",hich was designed to issue in 
.some form of action. After giving 
several challenging lectures in 
which he indicted the modern sys
temof education as afflicted with 
.an urban bias and inadequate in 
many' ,other respects-lectures 
which aroused much heated debate 
:.:......;Msgr. Ligutti proposed that 
, some steps be taken as a small 
beginning in the direction of 
reforming our educational system 
and especially our rural schools to 
the end' that they train young men 
and' woinen for a full and inde
pendent life on the land. As a first 
step, he asked the priests who were 
present if they wduld volunteer to 
form small discussion groups of 
young men and women who 
would meet under their guidance 
to study and discuss rural life with 
a view. to acquiring a deeper appre
ciation of rural living and its pos-

"We were founded a nation of farmers 
and in spite of the' great growth. of 
our industrial life, it still remains true 
that our whole system rests upon the 
.farm, that the welfare of the whole 
community depends upon the welfare 
'of the farm~r. The strengthening of 
country life is the strengthening of 
·the whole nation." 

Theodore Roosevelt 
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sil>ilities. These groups would also 
strive to propagate the philosophy 
of rural life in every way possible. 

In the hope that these first haIt
ing steps might develop into a more 
organized plan of action, Msgr. 
Liguttisuggestedthat the mem
bers of these youth groups would 
exchange ideas through the med
ium of a small monthly publica
tion which would· be issued at 
some central point. Members of 
.the groups and their pastors would 
contribute notes and articles tell
ing of their experiences in propa
gating the philosophy of rural life, 
thus giving the members of the 
other groups the benefit of their 
own discoveries. In addition, meet
ings of the leaders, of each group 
might be held at intervals for the 
purpose of developing closer unity 
and perhaps ultimately a genuine 
Catholic Rural Youth Movement 
represented by a definite youth 
organization. ' 

The second week of the summer 
'school dealt with a wide variety of 
subjects-both factual and inspi~ 
rational-which gave rise to much 
less controversy than' the question 
of rural education. Of the more 
factual type, were the lectures of 
Rev. Joseph Steinhauser, of 
Auburndale, Wis., M. E. C. Lenz
meier, St. Cloud, Minn., and Mr. 
H. G. Zavoral. University Farm, 
St. Paul. Minn. FatherSteinhauser 
and Mr. Zavoral set forth sound 
principles of cooperative marketing 
and farm. management, respec
tively, while Mr. Lenzmeier dis
cussed, the work of the Extension 
Division, D. of A., in all its phases 
and indicated how priests might 
work with it to mutual advantage, 

The discussions on rural relig
ious instmction were led by Rt. 
Rev. A. Deutsch, O.S.B., Abbot of 
St. John's Abbey, Rev. William 
Mulloy, pastor of St. Mary's 
Cathedral. -Fargo, N. D., and Rev. 
Roger Schoenbechler, O.S.B., 
member of St. John's Abbey and 
at present chaplain to the students 
of Illinois University. The semi
nars on the literature and philoso-

phy of rural life held by Rev. 
John Rawe,S.J., of Creighton 
University in Omaha, and Rev. 
Ernest Kilzer, O.S.B., of St. 
John's Abbey, were in a similar 
vei~. It was topics such as these 
which brought forth the most 
lively discussions, many of which 
continued informally at various 
points throughout the campus. 

Further variety was introduced 
into the program by the showing 
of various films relating to agricul
ture and soil conservation. The 
first of these was "The Lord Helps 
Those . . . "-a film depicting the 
growth and progress, of the Anti
gonish (Nova Scotia) Movement. 
Mr. Peter Nearing, of that region. 
who is now a s~udent for the 
priesthood at St. John's Seminary. 
supplied a running commentary on 
the film. A second series of films 
were procured from the Soil Con
servation Service and shown by 
Father Henry Retzek. Father Ret
zek also drew upon his extensive 
knowledge of geology and soils in 
commenting upon the scenes 
thrown upon the screen. 

When there were no movies or 
seminars, to break the monotony 
(?) of a very crowded fortnight, 
the members of the sUmmer school 
found . diversion in listening to 
informal discussions led by the 
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'several interesting Vlsltors to the 
.school. The most distinguished of 
these was the Most Rev. Joseph F. 
Busch, Bishop of St. Cloud, who 
spoke several words of encourage
ment to the members of the school 
and its staff and then took part in 
a livel ydiscussion on religious 
instruction in rural areas. 

The most colorful visitor, per
haps, was Mr. Raymond Miller, a 
walnut and peach farmer of Cali
fornia, who talked almost inces
santly for two days, yet never wea
ried those who gathered about him 
to listen~ Many expressed regret 
that he had to leave so shortly, but 
they were amused to learn that he 
carried with him on a plane from 
Minneapolis to Vancouver a loaf 
of the famous St. John's bread. 

Among the visitors also were 
representatives of cooperative and 
farm organizations who gave 
sketchy accounts of the work of 
their organizations, and outlined 
their plans for the future. Mr. 
Glenn Thompson of the Midland 
Cooperative Wholesale led a sem
inar on consumers' cooperation in 
rural life; ,Mr. Frank Schluender, 
representing the Minnesota Farm 
Bureau, and Mr. L. F. Warbing
ton, representing the Ohio Farm 
Bureau, gave eloquent accounts of 
the work of the Farm Bureau in 
..these two States and throughout 
the Nation; while Mr. FrankLiv
ingston, of the Farmers' Union, 
outlined the aims and operations 
of that organization. 

, Any school which neglects rec
'reationand sports can never hope 
todevelop a school spirit; but a 
school of rural living must place 
special emphasis upon such activi
ties because wholesome, home
made recreation is one of the chief 
means of enriching rural life. Some 
of the meetings presided over by 
Miss Pauline Reynolds were 
devoted to a discussion of rural 
recn.ation and to demonstrations 
of games improvised by her. The 
(heory of recreation was put into 
practice by the younger priests, 
\Yho at once challenged the clerics 

of St. John's Abbey to ,several 
games of softball while others took 
to swimming and fishing. 

However, it is pto'baol:e that 
more real enjoyment was derived 
from the universally loved "indoor 
sport" of singing. The more artis
tic efforts in this direction consisted 
in singing Belgian folk-songs
"The Chapel in the Fields," and 
"For God, Our Homes, and Our 
Fields"-which Msgr. Ligutti had 
brought back with him from 
Europe. These songs were trans
lated and the music' was adapted 
by Rev. Innocent Gertken, O.S.B., 
and Rev. Norbert Gertken, O.S.B., 
both teachers of music at St. John's 
University, and after a demonstra
tion by the clerics' choir, the mem
bers of' the summer school and a 
large group of visitors entered joy
ously into the singing of the beau
tiful melodies borrowed from the 
rural folk of another land. These 
folk-songs and others to' be trans
lated by Fathers Innocent and Nor
bert, will be sung at mass-gather:
ings of delegates to the conventio:t1. 
of the National' Catholic Rural 
Life Conference at St. Cloud, Sep
tember 29-0ctober 2. 

There may ha've been disagree
,ment on many points raised in dis
,cussion, but there was no differ
ence of opinion in regard to the 
success of the summer school. The 
officers of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference were highly 
elated over the good attendance and 
,the fine spirit shown by those who 
came to lecture and to learn. It 
was not the intention of Bishop 
Muench, Bishop Ryan, and Msgr. 
,Ligutti to attract a large number 

of priests to the summer school. 
They'sought rather to bring in a 
few picked leaders-perhaps thirty 
or forty-who had already had 
some experience in rural parish 
'work and who would be able to 
put into practice some of the things 
they learned at the conference. It 
will be the plan of the Catholic 
Rural Life Conference to gather a 
small group of this kind each sum
mer for a short, intensive course' in 
rural life, and then send them out 
as crusaders. for the cause of rural 
living. This plan was realized in 
every detail in this session-except 
that the mettle of the crusaders 
still remains to be tested. Among 
those attending the school were 
thirty-six priests, representing fif
teen dioceses (and three Benedic
tine abbeys) in eight States; three 
seminarians, representing two dio
ceses, and one lay-student (all of 
whom, incidentally, "worked their 
way through school" by multi
graphing the stenographic reports 
of the discussions; three sisters of 
St. Benedict's Convent, St. Joseph, 
Minn., and seven clerics of Sf. 
John's and St. Peter's abbeys. lit 
addition, many visitors dropped in 
to' attend special lectures. 

This favorable attendance (and 
many others said they were 
deterred from coming at the last 
moment) as well as the genuine 
enthusiasm for rural life manifested 
by the students is' a 'sure indication 
that the rural' life school was 
already overdue. It has answered 
a genuine need; it is a response to 
a, widespread interest. There can 
be no doubt t,hat ,schools m rural 
life are here to stay. . 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH MUST COME TO KNOW RURAL 

. AMERICA-RURAL AMERICA MUST COME TO KNOW THE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH-THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 

'C,ONFER~NCE STRIVES TO ATTAIN THESE PURPOSES-IF 

YOU ARE INTERESTED, TAKE ACONFERENtE, MEMBERSHIP 
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:(REDIT FOR THE FARMER 

. u,. Sdc",ietJdee, (j .i.B. 

THROUGHOUT most of his 
history suitable credit has been 

a problem for the American 
farmer. In more recent decades the 
problem became increasingly acute, 
with the result that the Federal 
Government finally stepped in to 
,help him with its solution. 

Before 1916 the farmer had to 
d£pend on private individuals, on 
commercial banks, on cattle loan 
associations, and the like, for his 
loans. Interest rates were high. 
Banks generally were far less inter~ 
ested in making loans to farmers 
than to industri<ilists or to com~ 
mercia1 interests. 

The Federal Government first 
came into the field of farm credit 
in 1916, the year the farm land 
banks were established. Through~ 
out the twenties the farmer was 
having serious financial difficulties 
and, thinking his fundamental 
trouble to be a lack of credit,· he 
repeatedly importuned Congress to 
'provide him with more credit. Sev~ 
era! farm credit acts were passed 
during the decade. Indeed, govern~ 
'ment credit agencies became so 
m:anifold and complex that the 
farmer scarcely knew where to 
turn to get the particular kind of 
credit that he needed. Hence in 
1934 a reorganization of all farm 
credit agencies of the government 
was undertaken. Some were 
dropped. A few new ones were 
added. Those remaining were 

. brought under the common direc~ 
tion of the Farm Credit Adminis~ 
tration. This was a separate cor~ 
poration with a "Governor" at its 
head. It sought to meet the long 
and short term credit needs of both 

Director. N. C. W. C.. Rural Life 
Bureau. Washington. D. C. 

the farmer and his cooperative 
association. 

. Under the Farm Credit Admin~ 
istration. the continental United 
States is divided into twelve farm 
credit districts. each having a fed~ 
era I land bank. a federal interme~ 
diate credit bank. a productive 
credit corporation and a bank for 
cooperatives. All four district insti~ 
tutions are located in the same city 
in each district. The districts are 
the same as those established under 
the Land Bank Act of 1916. They 
head up in the following cities: 
Springfield, Massachusetts; Balti~ 
more, Maryland; Columbia, South 
Carolina; Louisville, . Kentucky; 
New Orleans, Louisiana; St. 
Louis, Missouri; St. Paul, Minne~ 
sota; Omaha, Nebraska; Wichita, 
Kansas; Houston, Texas; Oak~ 
land. California; Spokane, Wash~ 
ington. 

The purpose of the Federal 
Land banks remains the same 
under the Farm Credit Adminis~ 
tration as it had been since their 
establishment in 1916; that is, to 
make long~term loans upon first 
mortgages on farm lands and to 
issue farm loan bonds secured 
thereby. The Farm Loan Act has 
been broadened by several amend~ 
ments since its enactment in 1916. 

Loans by the Federal land banks 
are made to persons who give as 
security first mortgages upon their 
farms and who agree to repay the 
loans in annual or semi~annual 
installments. Corporations engaged 
in raising livestock are also eligi
ble to borrow from them under 
certain conditions. A farm that is 
offered as security for a loan must 
be a complete farm unit, large 
enough and of sufficient earning 
power normally to meet such 

annu~l expen~itures as principal 
and mterest, msurance and tale 
and to provide a suitable living f~' 
the borrower's family. r 

Loans of the land eanks may 
range from $100 to $50,000 
However, loans in excess of $25.~ 
000 and up to $50,000 may only 
be made with the approval of the 
Land Bank. Commissioner. No 
loan may exceed fifty per cent of 
the appraised normal value of the 
land offered as security plus twenty 
per cent of the appraised value of 
the permanent, insured improve
ments on the land. While al1land 
bank loans are payable in install
ments over a period of years-usu
ally twenty to thirty-odd years
payment may be made in full at 
the end of five years or on any reg
ular installment date thereafter. 

With a limited number of excep
tions in which borrowers obtain 
loans directly from the land banks, 
the farmer-borrower makes his 
loan through a national farm loan 
association. Such an association 
consists of a number of farmers 
in a neighborhood who are bor
rowers from the Federal land 
banks. Every borrower must pur
chase stock in an amount to five 
per cent of his loan in either the 
land bank or the local national 
farm loan association. The idea 
is eventually to have these banks 
on a cooperative basis, that is to 
have them owned and operated by 
the farmer-borrowers themselves. 
They are still far from being that 
at the present time. 

It must not be supposed that 
land bank loans are made only for 
the purchase of farms for agricul
tural purposes. Other purposes for 
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which loans may be obtained are 
the following: to liquidate indebt
edness of the owner of mortgaged 
land incurred for agricultural pur
poses; to provide the owner of 
lIlortgaged land wit'h funds for 
general agricultural purposes; to 
provide for buildings and for the 
improvement of farm land; to pro
vide for the purchase of equipment, 
fertilizers, and livestock necessary 
for the proper and reasonable oper
ation of the mortgaged farm. 

A word is in place here about 
the land bank commissioner loans. 
These loans were authorized under 
the Emergency Farm Mortgage Act 
of May, 1933, and make farm 
mortgage loans of a more or less 
emergency character, separate and 
distinct from the Federal land bank 
loans. They may be made on the 
security of either a first or second 
mortgage, and the security may be 
supplemented in some instances by 
a mortgage on livestock, on farm 
equipment and stock. The corij
missioner loans may not exceed 
$7,500 to anyone farmer. If a 
farmer has the needed security he 
may get both a first-mortgage land 
bank loan and a second-mortgage 
commissioner loan. 

Approximately $2,560,000,-
000 of federal land bank and com
missioner loans are outstanding. 
These were originally written at 
rates averaging about five per cent. 
At present the rates are three and 
one-half per cent. By an act of 
Congress the rates on land bank 
loans were set at three and one
half per cent for the period of June 
30, 1935, to july 1, 1940. On 
June 29, 1940, these rates were 
extended to June 30, 1942. For 
these same two years commisioner 
loans were reduced from four per 
cent, where they stood up to July 
I, 1940, to three and one-half per 
cent. 

The twelve production credit 
corporations were organized to 
assist in establishing, capitalizing 
and supervising local production 
credit associations. There are some 
be hundred of these associations 

or Joc;llcooperatlve groups" 6f 
farmers 'and stockmen making 
loans directly to the borrowers. 
They provide short-term credit for 
all types of farm and ranch oper
ations for such as can qualify under 
the terms and conditions that are 
made for the safety of the loans 
and their complete repayment. 

The rate of interest for produc
tion credit loans may vary from 
time to time. This is due to the 
fact that the production credit 
assocIatIons are authorized to 
charge interest on their loans at a 
rate of not more than three per 
cent a year above the discount rate 
of the Federal intermediate bank 
at the time the loan is made. The 
maximum rate that may be charged 
at the present time is 4.5 per cent 
a year in the continental United 
States and five per cent in Puerto 
Rico. 

By "short-term" loan here is 
meant that maturity is ordinarily 
not to, exceed one year. However, 
in some instances a renewal of the 
unpaid balance may be granted for 
a further period, provided the 
security and other factors remain 
satisfactory. The primary security 
for these loans consists of a first
mortgage term on personal prop
erty, livestock, implements and 
crops. Real estate terms are at times 
accepted as additional security. 

To obtain a production credit 
loan, the individual, partnership or 
corporation applying must be 
engaged in farming or in breeding, 
raising, or fattening livestock. 
Moreover, the applicants must 
devote a certain time and energy 
to the active management of farm
ing or livestock operations. As in 
the case of the national farm loan 
associations so also in borrowing 
from the production credit associa
tions, the borrower is required to 
buy stock. This stock must equal 
$5 for every $100 or part of $100 
borrowed. This entitles him to 
vote at the association's meetings. 

As their very name indicates the 
purpose of the banks for coopera

(Continued on Page 25) 
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THE WOMAN .... 

A few of the topics that the women ~iII 
discuss at the National Catholic Rural life 

Convention, September 29-0ctober 2 ••• 

• 
No speeches but practical discussion 
concerning: 

The Productive Home 

How to Keep Our Girls on 
the Farm 

Social and Recreational Planning 
in the Small Community 

Home Religious Instructions 

Culture and the Farm Woman 

• 
THE MAN .... 

Ideas developed from such topics as the fo'l

lowing may have a strong influence on Y,oiu 
future: 

Cooperatives 

Methods of Farming 

Land Acquisition 

Government Agencies 

The Balance of City and 
Country Life 

A Catholic Rural Culture Will 
Save Catholic America 

• 
REMEMBER • • • The Aim of the 18tb 

National Convention of the National Catho
lic Rural life Conference is to be-

PRACTICAL 
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The St. Cloud Convention 

• The eighteenth annual conven
tion of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference will be held 
in St. Cloud, Minn., from Sunday, 
Sept. 29, to Wednesday, Oct. 2. 
Host to the convention will be the 
Most Rev. Joseph F. Busch,D.D., 
Bishop of St. Cloud. , 

~ . . . 

It is anticipated that the ses
sions of this year will be attended 
by throngs of farm people. The 
environment is thoroughly rural 
in character, and organizational 
work within the parishes for the 
purpose of developing interest has 
been under way for many months. 
In that the average farmer is a 
practical individual and easily 
bored by heavy theorizing, a pro
gram has been prepared which pro
vides extensively for the considera
tion of matters which touch his 
day-to-day existence on the land. 
Only four formal addresses of 
more than fifteen minutes will 
find place in the proceedings of the 
convention. These will be the pres
idential address of Bishop Vincent 
Ryan of Bismarck, and discourses 
by Archbishop John G.Murray 
of St. Paul, B~shop O'Hara of 
Kansas City, Mr. Carl C. Taylor 
9f the U. S. Department of Agri
culture, and Father John La Farge 
of New York. Dr. Taylor's sub
ject will be, Agriculture and the 
Nation; Father La Farge, Agricul
ture and the International Crisis; 
and Bishop O'Hara, Agriculture 

. and the Catholic Church. 

On Monday, farm youth will 
hold the center of the stage under 
the direction of Father Daniel A. 
Lord, S.J.Following the Mass of 
that day there will be a colorful 
parade to the place of meeting. A 
series of discussions and demon
strations will occupy the young 
folks until late afternoon. 

Scheduled for Tuesday morning 
are seven sectional meetings to be 
conducted on a 'discussio)n basis 
under competent leadership. The 
topics to be considered are: Relig
ious Instruction·. and. Missionary 

;14 

Work, Rural Social Welfare, 
Rural Education, The Productive 
Home, . Cooperatives, Land Acqui
sition, Methods of Farming. On 
Tuesday afternoon the men dele
gates will be the guests of the 
Benedictine Fathers of St. John's 
Abbey, and the women attending 
the convention will be entertained 
by the Sisters of St. Benedict at 
their Motherhouse and coliege in 
St. Joseph, Minn. Tuesday eve
ning will be devoted to a: mam
moth 4-H Club fiesta in Holy 
Angels Auditorium. 

Wednesday morning and after; 
noon the priests, Sistets, lay men 
and lay women will gather in sep~ 
arate groups to analyze problems 
related to their specifit status in 
country life affairs. The priests 
will exchange experiences and ideas 
in the fields of missionary work, 
social service, liturgical observance, 
education, etc.; the Sisters: rural 
school· philosophy and procedure, 
etc.; the lay men: governmental 
agencies, cooperative buying, sell
ing, credit, etc.; the lay women: 
the productive horrie, social and 
recreational planning, home relig
iousinstruction, keeping the girls 
on the farm, etc. 

Conference offiCials are particu
larly gratified that the priests of 
the diocese of St. Cloud have 
pledged themselves to an effort to 
obtain one· thousand new mem
berships before the close of the 
convention. 

Subsisten.ce Farming versus 
Commercialism 

• Dr. P. G. Beck of Indianapolis, 
director of the Farm Security 
Administration for the States of 
Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Missouri 
and Iowa, reported recently to the 
Congressional Committee on 
Interstate Migration that on con
servative estimate 70,000 farming 
units have packed their belongings 
and fa:ded out of the agricultural 
picture in that area within the past 
five years. 

In Dr. Beck's opinion, the 
wholesale abandonment of corn-

N 
(0 

belt holdings is due chiefly to the 
enlargment and consolidation of 
farms . because of mechanization 
deterioration of land resources' 
lack of ability, a.nd the usuai 
reverses beyond human control. 
The net result of the dislocation of 
such a throng of farmers and farm 
laborers, the expert pointed .out, is 
a radical increase in the relief ranks 
the W. P. A:, and other. agencies: 

Most significant in Dr. Beck's 
analysis is the proposal for 
increased state and national aid, 
through the development of a ten
ant-purchase program, by which 
large holdings of land would be 
broken up into family sized farms, 
operated ·'f()r subsistence rather 
than profit. 

Establishment of farm families 
on this basis. with governmental 
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support m the form of standard 
arid emergency rehabilitation 
loans, the expert testified, . will 
involve only a fraction of the 
expenditure required to provide for 
such a disfranchised multitude 
through the existing channels of 
public relief. 

,The liturgical Week 

• The Liturgical· Week is to be 
conducted at Holy Name' Cathe
.dral in Chicago, Octoher 21-25. 
The purpose of the "Week" is to 
pring together the liturgy-minded 
clergy, religious, and laity of 
America. for mutual consultation 
and coordination of effort. As 
announced' by the Rev. W. Mich
ael Ducey, O~S~B., Executive Sec
retary,the general theme of . the 

conference will be: The Living 
Parish-active and intelligent par
ticipation by the laity in the lit
urgy of the Catholic Church. 

Catholic ruralists take kindly to 
the liturgical revival. They are 
mindful of the manifold blessings 
which the spirit and practice of 
the liturgy brought to country 
people in times and places of vig
orous faith. They believe, too, that 
just as isolationism, which by the 
very circumstances of his life comes 
naturally to the farmer, is the 
source of much of his economic 
. and ,social. distress in the present 
order, so also his disposition to 
"go it alone" in. the quest of the 
kingdom of God works to his spir
itual impoverishment. Rehabilita
tion for the farmer in material 
matters appears to be conditioned 
by his willingness to forsake the 
ways of individualism in favor of 
a program· of interest-pooling, 
which is Cooperation. By the same 
token his spiritual life will be reg
ulated and greatly enriched in the 
measure in which he acknowledges 
an.d respects his membership in the 
Mystical Body, and is heedful of 
the responsibilities to his associates 
which that membership imposes. 

If, as seems indeed to be the 
case, the liturgical and cooperativ~ 
movements have much in common, 
ruralists will be at home in the 
sessions of the "Liturgical Week". 

Meet the Family 

• If every compliment for the 
BULLETIN represented a member
ship in the· parent organization, 
the Conference directorate" would 
have no financial worries. Evi;. 
dently our quarterly enjoys wide
spread approval, not only for its 
content but also for the "dress" 
with which it is adorned. 

Our cover design is the work of 
Mr. Herman J. Wolf of Minnea
polis, who likewise supervises the 
'lay-out of each issue. 

Sister M. Irena, O.S.B., head of 
the art department of the College 
of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Minn., 
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does the pen drawings which fea
ture our publication. 

The "Country Pastor," whose 
musings we carry regularly, is the 
Rev. Joseph A. Ettel of Hector, 
Minn. . 

The "fac-to-tum" of the group 
of collaborators is Mr. John H. 
Barth of St. Paul, assistant to the 
Conference Executive Secretary, in 
charge of the office. 

Farmers and the Just Price 

• The Catholic Central Verein of 
America, from which came' the 
impetus for the founding of our 
Conference in 1924, stilI remains 
firm in its consistent policy that 
the welfare of a. people primarily 
depends on the land, the cultiva
tion of the soil; and an econom
ically independent yeomanry. 

In a comprehensive resolution 
which states that the farmer has 
become the innocent victim of an 
eVer widening disparity between 
the price of, farm commodities and 
that of manufactured goods; that 
the economic status of the farmer 
is everything but secure; that this 
threat to his very existence is a 
tragedy foreboding greater evils to 
come, the Verein, at its national 
convention this month in New 
Ulm, Minn., has' a very definite 
thing to say. 

It suggests, "that means known 
to former centuries should be 
granted the attention it' seems to 
deserve under presen t -circumstances, 
namely, a minimum legal price to 
be applicable to three staples, 
wheat, cotton and corn. It is from 
the idea of a just price, fundamen
tal. to Christian ethics, that the 
legal price derives its origin. If the 
laborer is worthy of his hire, the 
farmer is unquestionably worthy 
of receiving from society, which 
depends for sustenance on his 
efforts, a price for his products 
which grants him' a. just recom
pense for his labor and the care he 
must bestow on the land entrusted 
to his stewardShip. 
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THE HOME MISSIONERS 

FIND NEW FIELDS 

THE Home Missioners of Amer
ica have now been conducting 

campaigns in purel y missionary 
territory in Ohio during two win
ters and two summers. Most of 
this work has been done in Adams 
County, one of the three priestless 
counties of Ohio. As soon as our 
manpower and material resources 
permit we plan to begin accepting 
such invitations as have been com
ing to us from bishops of other 
dioceses where aggressive mission
ary work among non-Catholics 
need.s to be done. How soon that 
may be we do not now venture 
to predict. 

It was a trifle more than three 
years ago that the writer came to 
Ohio at the invitation of Arch
bishop McNicholas of Cincinnati, 
to begin the actual work of con
structing a new religious society 
which up to this time had existed 
only as a plan. The plan had been 
published fifteen months before in 
the April 1936 number of the 
Ecclesiastical Review, but for 
many years previous to this it had 
been taking form in the writer's 
mind. His long experience as a 
rural pastor in Maryland and his 
association, from its very begin
ning, with the Catholic Rural Life 
Conference furnished the back
ground for the development of 
that plan. But it is not so well 
known that the work of the Amer
ican foreign missionaries in the 
Orient, the missionary labors of 
Father Price in North Carolina, 

Founder. Home Missionaries of Amer
ica. Cincinnati. Ohio. 

the labors of the Paulist Fathers in 
the cities of the United States and 
the street-preaching activities of 
Father Leven and his followers in 
rural Oklahoma combined to fur
nish the inspiration. What our 
sympathetic friends would prob
ably want most to know is: what 
we aim to do; how we propose 
with God's help to accomplish it, 
and how far we have gone toward 
getting our organization definitely 
on its feet. So we shall proceed at 
once to our story. 

It is the aim of the Home Mis
sioners of America to strengthen 
Catholicity throughout America 
by laboring for conversions chiefly 
in the rural sections, and thus to 
make the strongest possible con
tribution to the conversion of 
America to the Church of Christ. 
The first part of this aim, "to 
strengthen Catholicity throughout 
America," has been one) of the 
prin~ipal aims of the 'Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, but the 
methods by which this purpose has 
been pursued are different. On the 
religious side, the Conference has 
sought from the start to build up 
and strengthen Catholicity in the 
country (and therefore, in the cities 
whither so many rural youth set
tle in later life) by means of vaca
tion schools and correspondence 
courses in religion. In matters edu
cational it has sought to hold more 
of our best Catholic youth on the 
land by encouraging agricultural 
vocational training in schools and 
4-H clubs. In the economic sphere, 
it has urged and abetted the devel
opment of credit unions and other 

forms of cooperative enterprise, 
But perhaps the most direct 
method it has encouraged fo 
in~r~asing and stren~thening Cath~ 
ollClty ~n the land 1S colonization, 
But by 1tS very nature colonization 
is slow and difficult. Rarely do We 
find a .man willing to undertake it 
a~d still m~re rarely one equipped 
w1th expenence and financial sup_ 
port. Not more than two SUch 
enterprises are at present being 
conducted for Catholics in the 
United States. 

All of these expedients for 
strengthening Catholicity are of the 
defensive kind. That is to say, they 
are all efforts to protect and to 
strengthen the faith of people who 
are already Catholics living in the 
country, or to make the lot of 
Catholics living in the country 
more enjoyable or profitable so 
that they will not move to the 
cities, or to bring Catholic farm
ers from the cities to the country 
and settle them on farms. 

Our aim, on the other hand, is 
primarily offensive, to use a mili
tary term which implies the inva
sion and taking over of terrain not 
formerly our own. If rural Amer
ica, with proper safeguards to the 
faith, can give the strongest back
ing to the Catholic program of life, 
and if rural America yields a plen
tiful crop of children while the 
birth rate continues to dwindle in 
our cities and if in spite of these 
advantages nqt more than one
fourth of Catholic Americans live 
in the rural sections-then, we 
conclude, why should we stop at 
purely defensive measures applied 
only to this small minority of rural 
people? Why should we not invade 

- all rural America with the purpose 
of winning its people to the 
Church as the fundamental step 
toward winning ali America to 
the Church? 

This peaceful warfare which can 
be pursued with no other weapons 
than those of brotherly love and 
which can succeed only by the con
sent of the invaded, will thus be 
conferring a benefit not upon Cath-
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olics alone but upon all Americans. 
and not for time but for eternity. 
{sit not our patriotic duty to share 
with our fellow-Americans the 

n. 6est things God has given to us? 
)n And is it not our own beloved 
ITe country. whose missionary needs 
it it has been customary for us either 
?d to slight or to overlook and ignore. 

and these comprise a much smaller 
fraction (perhaps one-twelfth to 
one-tenth) of all country people. 
In vast stretches of rural America 
Catholicity is unknown. Fifteen 
hundred of our three thousand 
counties have no priest living in 
their rural sections and over a 
thousand of these have no resident 
priest at all. The third fact. most 
startling of all. is that despite the 
prevalence in the country of Prot
estantism which does not urge 
large families. the rural birth-rate 
is nearly twice as large as the birth
rate in the cities of one hundred 
thousand and more population
the places where Catholicity is the 
strongest. Furthermore. the priest
less and near-priestless counties are. 
generally speaking. among the 
group where the birth rate is high
er than anywhere else in - the 
United States. 

)
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the command of Christ to go and 
teach all na~ion_s? What right have 
we to assume that He meant for 
US to omit our own? 

So our aim is to labor for the 
conversion of America to the 
Church of Christ. applying our 
efforts primarily to the rural sec
tions. We choose the rural sec
tions for the reasons that have 
been stressed by the Catholic Rural 
Life Conference for the past seven
teen years. with confirmatory evi-
dence that we have added to those 
reasons. Rural life. because of its 
simplicity and its moderate hard
ships. is ideally adapted to the 
growth of strong Catholicity when 
the means for the practice of our 
faith are provided. Yet in spite of 
this fact orily from a fifth to a 
fourth of the Catholics of the 
United States live in the country 

We add to these reasons the 
strongest one of all. These people 
have not the faith. But they need 
it. and regardless of the importance 
of a high birth rate with its bear
ing upon the future of our Nation. 
it is our duty as Catholics and as 
Amerkans to give it to them. 

Such a missionary need and 
opportunity demands our immedi
ate attention and we are happy to 
say that afew diocesan missionary 
bands in various sections of the 
Nation are in the field spreading 
knowledge of the Catholic faith 
among our separated brethren of 
the towns and villages. At least 
two of the religious communities 
are also giving some attention to 
rural missionary programs among 
non-Catholics. More power to 
them and may their number 
increase. The field is vast and we 
cannot have too many. If the pub
lication of our plan has in any 
way hastened the multiplication of 
such enterprises. how can we be 
anything but pleased? 

(Continued on Page 18) 

FLEE TO THE FIELDS 

With widespread unemployment ill- the indus
trial enterprises. with technological improvements 
that will make for less human labor. with reduced 
-hours of labor creating more leisure. the injunction 
"Flee to the Fields"might well be taken literally. 
Land settlement possibilities. experiments. etc .• will 
be discussed at the National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference. St. Cloud. September 29-0ctober 2. 

"Flee to the Fields" 
-And raise your own onions. 

Does a potato have to travel 741 miles to be a good 
baked potato? _ 

Does meat have to step into an air-conditioned freight 
car for 944 miles to be well dressed? 

i THE CAT H 0 Lie R URAL L I FEB U L LET I N 

Do dairy products have to buy a round trip ticket 
on a railroad for 1.033 miles in order to pick up 
proper vitamins? _ 

The National Catholic Rural Life Conference advo
cates farming fora living and farming as a way of 
life. Convention. St. Cloud. September 29-0ctober 2. 

"Flee to the Fields" 
The most important crop of America's farm is the 
baby crop. The American cities are the graveyards of 
our civilization. 

Here is the comparative rate of biological increase: 
Rural: 10-13-17-22 in 100 years 
Cities: 10- 7- 5-3Yz in 100 years 

If you want great grandchildren to hear your name
Flee to the Fields. 

Population trends will be discussed scientifically at 
the National Catholic Rural Life Conference-St. 
Cloud. September 29-0ctober 2. 
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But it is not only immediate 
action that is needed. We must 
have a long-range program of pro
cedure whose· continuance can be 
assured from generation to gene
ration, for it is no less a thing 
than the conversion of America 
that we d.esire. This cannot be 
done in a generation, perhaps not 
in a century. There must be at least 
one permanent society which will 
make the work of conversions, 
especially in our rural areas, its 

. one preoccupation and its all
absorbing aim. Its members must 
dedicate their lives to this apostolic 
labor as men do who join a foreign 
mission society. Thorough train
ing for the home field must be pro
vided in its seminary course as 
training for the foreign field is 
given in our foreign mission semi
naries and it must approach its 
great work of winning America for 
Christ in the same planned, meth
odical manner and with the same 
consecrated zeal for souls that we 
put into our labors to convert the 
Orient. 

It is this need that the Home 
Missioners of America are endeav
oring, with God's help, to supply. 

Weare building our new insti
tute upon the broad general lines 
of Maryknoll because Maryknoll 
is American in origin, membership 
and spirit and Maryknoll has a 

"Finally, there seems to be but three 
ways for a nation to acquire wealth. 
The first is by war, as the Romans 
did in plundering their conquered' 
neighbors. This 'is rob!Jery. The sec-

. ond by commerce, which is generally 
cheating. The third, by agriculture, 
the only honest way' wherein man re
ceives real increase of the seed thrown 
into the ground in a kind of continu
al miracle wrought by the hand of 
God in his favor as a reward for his 
innocent life and his virtuous indus-
try." 

Benj.min Fronklin 

-
18 

record of success in a m1SSlOnarv 
field where it is laboring on a full
time basis for conversions. Fur
thermore; Maryknoll is working in 
nations where life is chiefly agra
rian and its rural contacts have 
been many. 

Our Society is now in the early 
stages of formation with two 
priests and ten seminarians prepar
ing for the home mission field. 
Eventually we plan to turn our 
attention also to the formation of 
a cooperating community of sis
ters and also a brothers' commun
ity. The task ahead demands no 
less an equipment than this. Our 
field of labor is as important and 
as difficult as any foreign field. 
Our fellow Americans, colored and 
white, are just as precious to God 
as the almond-eyed people of 
China, the brown-skinned inhab
itants of India and the black-faced 
natives of Africa. We plan to go 
into our home field not one bit 
less well-equipped than our foreign 
mission societies go into the foreign 
field. 

Our foreign missioners are being 
chosen from among the very best 
of our young people of both sexes. 
We must exercise no less care in 
the selection of our Home Mis
sioners. Our foreign missioners are 
dedicating not just a few years of 
their careers but their lives to their 
holy work. Our Home Missioners 
are expected to do the same and 
that is the understanding with 
which each of our present mem
bers has entered our group. Our 
foreign missioners spend years in 
the seminaries which prepare them 
spiritually and professionally for 
the foreign missiolJ. career. Will 
anybody tell us that our Home 
Mission achievement wiil not be 
vast! y benefited by a similar period 
of specialized preparation? We 
need men and women seasoned in 
the atmosphere of the missions to 
carryon, decade after decade, in 
regions where the atmosphere of 
ignorance, suspicion and hatred has 
prevailed for centuries~ And our 
home mission task will never 

assume the importance it 
in the minds of Catholics until 
give it the same importance in 

. training camps-the home 
seminaries. This kind of 
tion calls for an organized Society. 

There are still other ways in 
which foreign mission technique 
has gone ahead of the home mis
sions but I will mention only one 
more. Foreign missioners have 
built up in the course of genera
tions a missionary science. This has 
been possible because they have 
been working in organized societies 
where the experience and achieve
ment of each missioner becomes the 
possession of all. The knowledge 
and experience of each generation 
are recorded for the benefit of the 
next. Thus progress in method is 
gained. There is nothing of the 
kind where our missionary effort 
has been scattered, each man or 
group going on his own, sharing 
with nobody, bequeathing to 
nobody the garnered wisdom of 
years of patient toil. Why can the 
more intelligent course not be fol
lowed in our home fields? It can 
be with an organized society which 
will preserve its experience for 
future generations of missioners. 

Already our Society has been at 
work in the Home Mission field. 
This is an advantage which for
eign mission societies do not enjoy. 
Their men cannot begin their work 
or even their observation in the 
mission field until the period of 
their preparation is ended. ~t 
would be impossible. The field 1S 
thousands of miles away. But at 
home our missioners can both 
obser~e and participate in variouS 
missionary labors in the field as 
part of their preparation. 

The Home Missioners of Amer
ica have been assigned one of the 
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counties of Ohio. Both 
and summer work have 

pursued in hired halls and in 
.• f-doors. A ghost parish, 

a mission attended from 
point at occasional long 
on week days, is being 

as a mission base and 
small group of Catholics are 

given Mass twice a month. 
non-Catholic people of the 

towns and villages have 
to revival services of 

three nights to a week's dur
in each place and have heard 

;w."n,nn(leU 

voice of the priest for the first 
their attendance varying 

forty to four hundred. 

This summer three of our stu
who have received the order 

have been work
with us. Our two priests, head
separate bands, have thus been 
to cover twice as many places 

the same amount of time. As 
words are being written our 

have just completed 
four weeks of service in the 

and have gone home to com
their vacation. By the time 
article is in print, the two 

will have combined· forces 
revisited for a single night each 

of the dozen towns and villages 
they have So far covered. 

. For the most part the people 
receive us kindly though there is 

IlUQ1ene:ss from small minorities of 
disturbers now and 

In one town o'ne of our 
was approached by the 
as he was finishing an 

service and told he had 
not return. Some objectors 

brought pressure to bear. 
\Vhen the Father appealed to the. 
Mayor, urging his rights as a citi
Zen, his rights were admitted but 
no protection was promised. Nev
ertheless he went back two more 
nights and received the best of 
treatment from the people. The 
other Father had the distinction 
of being the first Catholic priest to 
raise his voice in public in the town 
of Rome! The experience was 
usual enough but the name of the 

town combined with the fact that 
not a single Catholic was included 
in its population of five hundred 
souls was intriguing. On the first 
night a phonograph with loud 
speaker was started across the street 
at the exact moment when the ser
mon began. Then one of the vil
lage smarties began maneuvering 
his car with its cut-out open. 
Added to this was the unhappy 
coincidence of our microphone fail
ing us. But the Father found 
plenty of latent lung power to 
defeat all competition. The people 
stayed and gathered in every word. 
The opposition finally wore out 
and the service ended with the best 
question period we had had up to 
that time. When the last night's 
service was closed, the audience 
shook hands with the missioners 
and invited them to return. These 
examples are cited in order to dem
onstrate that opposition is usually 
the work of a small but boisterous 
minority. The crowd is generally 
sympathetic and courteous. 

Our infant Society has now a 
temporary Mother House in Cin
cinnati. It is an old mansion 
recently purchased by Archbishop 
McNicholas for another . purpose 
and loaned to the Home Mission
ers of America until they have suc
cessfully completed their search for 
a permanent Mother House some;. 
where in the rural environs of Cin
cinnati, Ohio. 

In conclusion, it might be well 
to explain that preaching does 
not constitute our entire technique. 
Far more important are the indi
vidual contacts formed at the 
preaching service and followed up 
with·· literature and, where the 
interest is sufficiently strong, per
sonal visits. Instruction classes are 
an essential feature of the work. 
Explanations of Catholic doctrine 
in the local papers, according to 
the Narberth plan, are pursued 
with good results. Nothing is neg
lected that tends to arouse religious 
interest and center it upon the 
Catholic Church. 
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DO YOU KNOW .. . ~ 
What should be the qualities 
of a Future husband and wife?' 

ARE YOU INTERESTED . . , 
In knowing just what city and 
rural youth really want? . .. 
and how they can get it? 

ONE FOOT ON THE 
SOIL. .. Can city youth plan 
for city work and at the same: 
time plan For country living?' 
. .. What's this thing called a 
productive home ... in city' 
and Farm alike ... ? What, 
advantage is it to youth? ... " 

CAN YOUTH PLAN . ... 
to become a Farmer and live; 
a Full life? 

These and other important questions. 
will be discussed by the youth at .. 

YOUTH DAY September 30 
at the National Catholic Rural Life
Convention in St. Cloud, Minn. 

EVERY YOUNG MAN AND WOMAN 
••• OF CITY, TOWN, AND COUNTRY' 
•• • who takes his or her future seri-· 
ously ••• SHOULD BE THERE. 

1Js .. u. SW Be Sewa!' 

19' 
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ST. TERESA1SVILLAGE AND 

THE NEGRO SHARECROPPER 

ST. TERESA'S VILLAGE has. 
now been is existence for a lit

tle over two years. Its history so 
far may be divided into two peri
ods of one year each. The first 
proved to be one of experiment in 
sociology and the second of eco
nomic adjustment and organiza
tion. The presen t is a period of 
education and application of the 
principles learned during the first 
two experiments and which will 
serve as the basis of the practical 
solution to the problem. 

Founded primarily to aid share
croppers, the village was started 
around Christmas of 1937. About 
that time the Resettlement Admin
istration was beginning to drop 
many of its clients in this section 
of Alabama, as in other parts of 
the South. To furnish some of 
these families with a means of live
lihood was the urgent need of the 
time and St. Teresa's village prom
ised to be the solution. 

Accustomed to dole in the form 
of unearned cash, the first problem· 
was to convince the members of 
the necessity of labor-certainly 
an unpleasant task after years of 
"layin' by" and waiting for the 
next check. To make them realize 
the importance of cooperative liv
ing and to . understand unselfish 
motives was a further problem 
which no one, until now, had 
seemed to be interested in solving. 
.. An understanding of the pre
vailing psychological attitude of 
the sharecropper and of his living 

Founder and General Director, St. 
Teresa's Village, Bolling, Ala. 

conditions is essential to appreciate 
the difficulties confronting the 
founders. Existing under a system 
originating in an unjust recon
struction period, with a century of 
environment in an unjust econ
omic system, and living in a stand
ard of living which is admitted to 
?e .below any standard of decency, 
It IS not surprising that the share
cropper's whole frame of mind 
could not be changed overnight. 
He cannot be expected to weigh 
any new projects except in the 
unbalanced scales of his known 
unjust economic and social system. 
He could not be expected to appre-

. ciate the dignity and value of 
labor, when he either received 
nothing but further debt as a result 
of his labor, or (more recently), 
had been able to satisfy his needs 
without labor-or without a min
imum of pretended labor. 

This then was the first handi
cap in the period of sociological 

. experiment at St. Teresa's village. 
Another was the apathy· of those 
who are reaping the benefits of the 
present economic system in the 
agricultural South, and who are 
not interested in seeing a system 
which is personally profitable, dis
appear. Among these disinterested 
parties are the advance merchant, 
some of the larger landholders and 
the politician. And strange to say, 
there is even the opposition and 
coolness of some Catholics who 
find it difficult to extend the spirit 
of the Christian democracy of Pope 
Leo XIII to those whom they con
sider too poor or "useless." 

Hovering over the 
handicaps is always the great 
nomic handicap. Attemptin • . g 
orgamze a corporatIOn-mUch 
a group of corporations, 
be tempting the providence of 
We were told that no 
could be started without 
and we replied that the Poor 
sufficient capital-in addition 
the $11 assets we possessed at 
time. The plan was to take in 
sufficient number of the Poor 
begin operations, teach them to 
a sufficient amount of labor to 
their capital investment, and 
to God to meet the in terest in 
meantime. So far the plan 
worked. 

Since few, if any, had 
attempted to tackle the 
from a Christian economic 
sociological angle, the first year 
successful from an educational. 
not. from a profitable, point UlJlllVl~lV" 
view. Experiment proved that UJIlI~Ul"'" 
was necessary first to lay insur: 
groundwork for aU the projects of the; 
the village, before attempting to hav~ 
show the advantages to any great scale 
number of families. As we 

It was decided, therefore, at the village bel 
beginning of the first year, to limit good part 
the number of families until such been liqui 
a time as the groundwork of the improvem 
entire village had been laid and being ma 
until a competent organization had which is 
been built up. According to the stated, th 
present plan, which is proving sue- follows: : 
cessful, St. Teresa's is not to be are select' 
merely a cooperative farm, but is the villag 
to be a locality wherein each fam- a subsist, 
iIy is to have a home and each Until su~ 
member of every family is to find debt is 

Improvell 
gram is ~ 

a budget 
cash, his 
ance, m' 
educatiol 

In a, 
allowan( 
each w~ 
which il 
thereby 
tion to 
for his ~ 
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so as to provide the 
ideal-a living FAM· 

WAGE. 
ultimate plan of St. Tere· 

village calls for a number of 
ve enterprises grouped 

the general heading of Pro· 
Consumers and Service 

. Each of these will be 
an "Association" of St. 

, s village and each will be 
.• ~r, .. ",r<>n as a subsidiary organ· 

and have its own officers 
conduct its own business. 

the producers division there 
be at least the following asso~ 

: agricultural, pecan, reli
goods, weaving, publishing, 
working and mechanical. 
of these associations have 

begun. 
the consumers division there 
be commissary, gasoline, 
and drugs. In the service 
: credit union, insurance, 
care, including clinic, hos· 

insurance and library. Almost 
of the associations in each divi· 

have already begun on a 
scale. 

As we have said, St. Teresa's 
began with a debt; but a 

part of this debt has already 
liquidated in addition to the 

IIDlI)ro'vernellts which are constantly 
made and the equipment 
is being acquired. Simply 
the financial plan works as 
: Mr. Jones and his family 

selected as good prospects for 
the village. He is given a house and 

t· a subsistence farm of two acres. 
h Until such a time' as the existing 
d debt is paid and the essential 

improvement and building pro· 
is completed, he will receive 

a budget allowance which includes 
cash, his farming necessities, in sur· 
ance, medical attention, and the 
education of· his children. 

In addition to this budget 
allowance, he receives a coupon 
each week representing an amount 
Which is paid on his share. He is 
t?ereby earning his share in addi· 
Iton to living expenses, education 
for his children, etc 

MAKER OF BREAD 

A shapeless mass it lies beneath my hands, 
Inert, or so appears; with no appeal 
To eye, no claim to loveliness or worth. 
This mass I knead and fold and stretch and rQU, 
I roll and stretch and fold and knead again . 

And yet again ... until within my hands 
The shapelessness is formed and satin smooth. 
It yields to touch, but with resilience, 
And seems a living, vital substance made. 

Though I can never mold the potter's clay 
To rare and lovely forms, my privilege 
Is greater yet. That which I mold and make ... 
The staff of life . . . appeases hunger and 
gives living bodies beauty, grace, and strength. 

The members of his family who 
are not capable of farming or are 
better fitted for other kinds of
work, find work in the other coop· 
eratives which operate under the 
same plan. 

To date, housing has been the 
big problem-a problem which 
cannot be solved in the near future 
without the assistance of our 
friends. However, a community 
spirit is being built up around the 
village and many who are not actu· 
ally residing here (but hope to 
some day) are becoming members 
of the various cooperatives. These 
number about 75 individuals
representing about 50 families and 
168 dependents. Each receives a 
salary above the prevailing wage 
rate and in addition, a coupon rep· 
resenting a payment on his share 
in the particular association in 
which he is employed. 

Each association will ultimately 
!elect its own officers: president, 
vice president, secretary, treasurer 
and manager. None of these with 
the exception of the manager will 

Lydia J. Erickson 

receive a salary. Supervising and; 
coordinating the work of the asso· 
ciations and taking care of the nec· 
essary publicity, financing, etc., 
will be St. Teresa's Cooperative' 
Union which will be composed of 
president, vice president, secretary, 
treasurer, general manager and: 
board of directors chosen from the' 
various assoclatlOns grouped' 
according to their common inter· 
ests, e.g., recreational, educational,. 
producers, consumers, financial and 
religious. None of these officers 
with the exception of the general' 
manager will receive a salary. 

The aim then, of St. Teresa's: 
village is to furnish homes for
needy and worthy' families and: 
employment for all the employable' 
members of these families, and to' 
give them at the same time every 
opportunity for education, the' 
practice of religion and for healthy
recreation. Those connected with 
the village believe that another
three or four years will see at least 
the beginning of the realization of 
their d!eams. . 
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"BISMARCK1S NEW BISHOP" 

INSTALLATION of Most Rev. 
Vincent J. Ryan as Bishop of 

, Bismarck marks an important 
~poch in the history of the capital 
dty. 

It places in a position of influ
~nce a man who is unusually well 
qualified to deal with conditions 
which exist in Western North 
Dakota and it may well be that 
the effects of his work here will be 
felt throughout the Nation. 

Because of his position he be
comes the spiritual leader of the 
many thousands of Roman Cath
olics resident in this area. Because 
he is what he is, a leader of men by 
reason of personality and intellect, 
it is inevitable that he also should 
greatly influence the thinking of 
many who are not communicants 
of his Church. 
. Only time will tell what record 
Bishop Ryan will write in this 
episcopate. The task of writing it 
is his own and all elements of the 
community will watch with inter
est as it develops. 

It is only possible now to esti
mate the forces which operated to 
merit the attention of his superiors 
in the Catholic hierarchy, to win 
for him this appointment to a field 
of greater usefulness than is' open 
to a parish priest. 

Curiously enough, it is possible 
to get from Protestants a bet~er 
estimate of the inner fire, the qUlet 
strength which marks this man 
than' it is possible' to get from 
Catholics. For Bishop Ryan is well 
known' in North Dakota. His 
works speak for him more loudly 
than' he can ever be expected to 
speak for himself. 

As head of the National Cath
olic Rural Life Conference this 
North Dakota priest attracted 
nationwide attention. The reason 
is plain enough. He brought to his 
assignment a hard, practical com
mon sense which strips . to the 

The following editorial is taken from 
The Bismarck Tribune on the occa
sion of the installation of Most Rev. 
Vincent J. Ryan, D.D., President of 
the Conference, as the new Bishop of 
Bismarck, N. D. 

essentials the problems faced by our 
farm population. It was the prob
lem nearest at hand-because all of 
us in North Dakota are essentially 
farmers-and this parish priest 
turned the full power of a fine 
intellect upon it. 

A less practical man might have 
indulged his fancy about matters 
which were of little public concern, 
but not this parish priest who felt 
that his task was to do his best in 
the sphere in which the Master 
placed him. 

Catholics and Protestants alike 
speak of him as a practical Chris
tian; one who not only preaches 
the gospel but lives it in his daily 
life. One who sincerely believes in 
the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man and who is 
convinced that even the least 
among us can, by honest industry 
and the use of' his intellect, solve 
his own economic problems and 
thus free his spirit so it may rise to 
the stars. 

In his new and more important 
position, Bishop Ryan will be able 
to give new impetus to a theme of 
which he is a major disciple in 
agricultural America. He is bound 
to leave an imprint upon our times 
and particularly upon this section 
of North Dakota. 

Recently there came to hand the 
copy of a letter which the new 
Bishop wrote to a teacher in one of 
our institutions of learning. It is 
worth quoting here because it gives 
us a picture of the man who has 
been made Bishop. 

Writing under date of 
18, this parish priest said in 

"I am unable to accept the 
simistic view that the ills of 
Dakota are due to forces Which 
entirely beyond our control. I 
not take your pessimistic 
about over-population. The 
farmers are gathering in the 
arid towns of other States 
there is plenty of rainfall. I 
faith enough in North Dakota 
people in general. to believe 
the farm failures and the 
merged social caste about 
you write are due to social and 
nomic forces which are 
(the emphasis is ours). 
these I would list unfavorable dis; 
parity between things the farmer 
sells and things he buys; improper 
use of the soil; speculation in land 
and in cash crops; inequitable tax ","n""LlV, 

distribution and, above all else, a 
lack of the right type of education 'M<1l.1U'U 

to make a success of farming. 
There are other causes, for the 
problem is a complex one, but I 
think the ones I have given are 
acceptable to the agricultural 
expert. 

. "There is one cau~e for the trek 
to the city and to the rural town 
which I think should be appraised 
in any analysis of the growing pro
letariat in North Dakota towns 
and cities as well as in other towns 
and cities of the Nation, namely 
our national relief pattern. I travel 
about considerably, both in North 
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and other States, and I hear 
Average Businessman and Mr. 

, Farmer say: 'The people 
become quite content to let 
Vlauu .. ,ut take care of them.' 

; this is an exaggeration; 
there are many people 

have acquired this mentality. 
constitute a sizeable class 
both in the city and in the 

Strange to say, the 
farmer often goes to the 

to get on the WP A." 

are not the words of a 
ascetic but the forceful 

which were born of a boy~ 
on an American farm and a 

belief in the destiny of man 
~ ___ "";Ill individual. 

Ryan has definite ideas 
what may be done to cure the 

which are all too appar~ 
the present scene. His new 

gives him greater oppor~ 
to put them into practice. 

he is not the man to miss a 
opportunity. 

It is inevitable that the thinking 
Western North Dakota will feel 

stimulus as he swings into 
new duties. It will be felt by 

. of all religions and of no 
alike, even though his 

sphere of influence will be 
own church. 

Inevitable, too, is the possibility 
this new force in the affairs of 
region will find himself tilting 

against powerful opponents. Men 
who have principles and who sup~ 

them strongly frequently find 
in that position. But 

record shows that such factors 
little to influence Father Ryan 

. Fargo and there is no reason to 
assume that they will dismay 
BishopRyan of Bismarck. 

For here is a fighting man, clad 
in clerical garb. One who believes 
that something should and can be 
done about the manifest evils of 
OUr time. His activities as Bishop of 
Bismarck should be interesting to 
Watch and there is every reason to 
believe they will prove a distinct 
force for good. 

A POWER PLANT OF SOCIAL 
CHARITY IN A PARISH 

(Continued from Page 6) 

manner. He will probably begin 
by talking about baseball and golf, 
or about the crops, and finally lead 
up to the subject he came to dis~ 
cuss. In his first interview he may 
even find it inexpedient to men~ 
tion the question which he came 
to discuss. The legionaire will fol~ 
low similarly wise technique. We 
will presume it is a woman legion~ 
aire. She pays a friendly visit to a 
member of the parish whom she 
knows to be a fallen away Catho~ 
lie or a careless Catholic, to invite 
her to some parish doings or to 
join some parish organization. 
Perhaps the fallen away Catholic 
wiIl bring up her difficulties or tell 
her story. My own experience has 
been that members of the Legion 
learn to make tactful approaches, 
and that the people they call upon, 
far from resenting the call, are 
often glad to meet someone. to 
whom they may explain their dif~ 
ficulties and In whom they may 
confide without trepidation. 

Social workers from public wel~ 
fare offices today call upon our 
Catholic people to discuss some of 
the intimate problems which objec~ 
tors to the Legion say should be 
left to the priest since the people 
do not wish to discuss these prob~ 
lems with the laity. These public 
welfare workers are calling because 
we have neglected the development 
of our Catholic social charity 
organizations. The problems 
which these paid public workers 
seek to solve are basically religious 
problems; and a Catholic social 
charity worker, trained in the prin~ 
ciples of the Legion of Mary, is 
better qualified to solve them. 

The Legion of Mary can per~ 
form an important work in a par~ 
ish or community by looking after 
the welfare of dependent and prob~ 
lem children. They can also assist 
in cases of juvenile and adolescent 
delinquency. Up to a few years 
ago, cases of this type were referred 
to the Central Diocesari Charity 
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Agency or to the Catholic orphan~ 
age. Since the enactment of social 
security legislation . ( 1935). there 
has been' a tendency to provide for 
these cases in the local community. 
This necessitates some sort of par~ 
ish charity organization. or Cath~ 
olic community organization. to 
look after the needs of the Catholic 
child and the delinquent adoles~ 
cent. The Legion of Mary in a 
parish can be trained for this work. 
It can. for instance, cooperate with 
the public welfare agency and the 
Catholic child placing agency. if 
there be one, in the location' of 
suitable homes for dependent and 
problem children. The Legion can 
accept responsibility for theguid~ 
ance and direction of the juvenile 

delinquent and the wayward ado
lescent otherwise left to himself. 

The Legion of Mary has a mis-: 
sion today to the needy aged. The 
government provides the needy 
aged with pensions. Sometimes; 
these old people need direction in 
securing their pensions, and some~ 
times they are even exploited, as' 
children are. after they secure their 
pensions. Material aid is not the 
only need of the aged poor. The 
Legion can oftentimes lighten their 
lonely hours by friendly visits and 
bring to them the consolations of 
religion. In the United States it 
seems advisable that the Legion 
has a knowledge of our public wel~ 
fare set~ups. The public welfare 
often supplies the material needs 
and the Legion can supply the 
necessary spiritual assistance. There 
is need in every community and in 
every State for a Catholic group 
who have an understanding of the 
public welfare program. and who' 
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will labor to mold it along the 
lines. of Christian principles. This 
.can be done by units of the Legion 
of Mary if they will work together 
with a single and understand~ 
:ing purpose. . 

I once heard a pastor say, "I 
bave a small" parish and I, myself, 
,call do all this work which the 
Legion is supposed to do;" and 
:besides, Ihaveno cases in my par~ 
ish that need the services of the 
Legion .. My people are all going to 
.chllrch':' It maybe said that in the 
.small as well' as in the large par~ 
ish, the "harvest indeed is great, 
but the laborers are few." 

I fear that the pastor who finds 
no fallen. away Or wayward Cath~ 
-elics in his parish has made a very 
imperfect survey. If his parish is 
.composed entirely of good Catho~ 
lics, they will want to be active 
Catholics, they will want to be 
members of an organization like 
the Legion in order that they may 
intensify the virtue of .charity, and 
l.n order that they might spread 
the Catholic faith among those 
who are not of the fold. 

The most pleasing results of 
Legion work are the changes 
wrought in, the members. One pas~ 
tor, who has a Praesidium made 
up "of young women, said that he 
had difficulty in keeping the Legion 
in his parish because the young 
ladies whom he selected as leaders 
.always endecI in joining .the Sis~ 
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ters. I think it a slight exaggera~ 
tion, but I am' sure the Legion is 
proving a fruitful source of voca~ 
tions. It is my opinion that the 
Legion visibly sanctifies its mem~ 
bership. The members find joy and 
happiness in discovering' the good 
they can do. The doing of good 
then. becomes the passion that 
absorbs every other passion. The 
members of the Legion discover a 
joy in the doing of gooq unknown 
to the devotees of pleasure. When 
the Legion is active in a parish it 
will get the rest of the parish active 
in the performance of works of 
charity. Its mission should be to 
teach the rest of the parish that 
charity is the secret of happiness 
and secret of. sanctity. A parish 
unit of the Legion should be the 
spark which will ignite the flame 
of charity throughout the .entire 
parish. 

PAGE FROM A THICK BOOK 

(Continued from Page 8) 

somewhat doubtful appelation of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bingo. The name 
may long linger in the family as 
our oldest son' has chosen Hybrid 
corn for his venture in 4~H work 
this year. . 

. Three hundred. twenty acres is 
too much for one man to handle 
even with modern power machin~ 
ery so we keep a married man the 
year around. We purchased a small 
shack ("Hut House") added 
another room, full basement, sid~ 
ing, paint, and running water, and 
10, .'another family is snugly at 
home. The wife looks after the 
milk dishes, a chore I handed over 
with alacrity. A garden spot goes 
with the house, also fuel, milk, 
eggs and meat. 

I have been searching fora 
pretty word for this business of 
taking meats on the hoof, . off, 
There just isn't one. Once we 
cured hams and bacons, fried down 
lard, and cold packed pork and 
beef; I used to quail and pale when 
those seasons drew near. Now the 

lockers do these. unlovely tasks at 
moderate fee. The different 
are wrapped, and labelled; 
handy for the busy housewife. 
also store fresh fruits and 
fries for winter use. 

We have so far, six 
Here they are in order of 
ance: DePaul, 11; ~VU'I.11<l,el 
Mary, . 8; Pierre, 4; Tomas, 
Jan, 1 Yz. Our friends aCCUse Us 

pilfering the Bible for names 
we cheerfully admit it; four 
tIes, the most beautifui of 
saints, and the angel who 
the devil. 

The oldest attend 
school a quarter mile away; 
summer catechism classes 
ducted by the Sisters. 

Each child, large enough, 
daily tasks. The boys as well as 
their sister do dishes,. make beds 
and mind the babies. Mowing the 
lawn or filling the wood box may 
require that faint pressure even 
adults need in the doing of routine 
tasks; or reluctance can be over .. "U"U."~ 
come by a mild form of bribery, 
such as helping to bake cookies or 
make fudge.' . 

Our youngsters are allergic to 
appendicitis; four have had appen
dectomies and given time, no doubt 

. the last two will 'fall intQ line. In 
fact we almost support a hospital; 
altogether there have been ten oper
ations in the family; Misfortune 
cultivates our acquaintance, but we 
ever try to repudiate him. Last year 
we had a bad fire, two pneumonia 
cases, three hospitalizations and an 
appendectomy-these were offset 
by a new kitchen and bath, neW 
corn dryer, new car and new baby. 

It's strange how one's viewpoint 
changes in' that period between 
childhood and parenthood. These 
youngsters are continually busy 
about all the daring things I once 
did; and yet I am ever in a secret 
panic lest they come to harm. One 
must warn and warn again and 
then be philosophical. There is the 
normal amount of cuts and bruises 
a.nd I am sure I have removed 
enough slivers, to build a bunga
low. In times of serious illness the 
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all!!ll"~"'-- are often taken for weeks 
time by neighbors and rela

people with families and 
rv""uv""~ of their own We try to do 

same for them in like circum
.vu-.u,w. I often wonder what city 

do in such cases. 

house, these days, is filled 
thumping from dawn to 
the three oldest are taking 
lessons. And like all juve

they love to decorate. Our 
and books are generously 

with pencil and crayon 
but their greatest joy is 

tend the Christ-crib and May 
Some years ago while shop
I saw something in a store 

and immediately my mind 
it on the wall at home. It 

Dresden china, slim and mod
. , enameled in rich blue and 

rose; very un usual in line 
color-but the price dwelt not 

purse. I left it reluctant but 
~tc\l1l)t",,< For months I worked on 

"Blue Madonna," and the 
time I went to the city, the 

was mine. Before it and 
crib the children burn a votive 

at prayer time. We hope 
will remember this gentle cus
when they have homes and 

of their own. 
was (you remember?) 

I planned to be an artist. I 
dabble and puddle-there's a 
of satisfaction in clear bright 

on clean white paper. But of 
years I wield a sickle that 

down all lesser desires: that 
Before I was wiser and 

I learned to read aright the 
strained and forebearing expres-

sions on my sisters' faces, I spouted 
my poems aloud. Let no one say a 
poem is pure inspiration. One line 
maybe; the rest is plain unadul
terated hard work. A mason build
ing a chimney may have a good 
foundation to begin with, but as 
the chimney reaches up, should it 
lean a little or be uneven, down it 
must come and the worker start 
afresh. So with a poem. It seems 
wise to lay finished work aside a 
week or two. With a new reading, 
a clumsy line will suddenly leap 
into grace, that long hunted right 
word spring forth, that half 
expressed thought open from bud 
to flower. This may be inspiration, 
or only the fresh approach. Since 
my days are full, most of my scrib
bling is done when the house is 
asleep. Then I sit in the dark and 
let come what may. One writes 
because the urge cannot be denied; 
but it makes for a pleasant feeling 
to look at a new throw rug or 
second hand bike and think: "I 
am a little responsible for that." 
This home hides a small box in 
which are dropped "found" and 
extra coins. We are now saving for 
a new studio couch. He who sits 
thereon will rest, figuratively 
speaking, on four poems and many 
omelets. My husband has an 
annoying way of referring to my 
poetry as "your poultry," so I 
salve my pride by pilfering the 
small change from the egg checks. 

This summer we plan to repaint 
outbuildings and rebuild a machine 
shed and granary destroyed by the 
fire. Our fields of small grains and 
hybrid corns are prospering beau
tifully; the lads are pooling their 
resources for a new bike; and Mary 
prays daily for a little sister. All 
these will be accomplished, God 
willing. Meanwhile, we work, we 
read, we rest; we measure the 
growth of a young tree set by our 
own hands-· so high in one year; 
we go to Mass and tend the spir
itual and physical welfare of our 
lengthening children. The days, 
the months wheel by, turning ever 
new cycles of disaster abroad and 
foreboding at home. But like mil-
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lions of Americans we believe in 
prayer and in the strength and 
decency of our country. 

The wind and the rain are quar
reling tonight, and the trees pro
test in the darkness. My light is 
bold and bright on the windows. 
The baby laughs in his sleep. 
While the ever yielding land runs 
to and fro about the walls of 
home, the heart cannot but be glad 
for a full life and a lovely way 
of living it. 

CREDIT FOR THE FARMER 

(Continued from Page 13) 

tives is to make loans to' farmers' 
cooperative associations. These 
associations may be national; 
regional or local in scope. The 
loans may include effective mer
chandizing and operating capital 
loans, and physical facility loans. 
The former, or the effective mer
chandizing and operating capital 
loans are granted to aid the asso
ciations in their general operations. 
If they are secured by a first lien 
on commodities, they are known as: 
commodity loans. They are made 
to help in financing and handling 
readily marketable agricultural 
products. The latter, or physical 
facility loans, are made for the 
purpose of constructing or acquir
ing by purchase or lease of such 
physical facilities as storehouses or 
elevators) or fcir refinancing the 
cost of their construction or acqui
sition. The rates of interest vary, 
but may never exceed six per cent. 
At present they are four per cent 
for facility loans, I Yz per cent for 
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.commodity loans, and 2Vz per \...!nt 
for effective merchandizing and 
·operating capital loans. As a rule 
-'Commodity loans are repaid within 
the marketing season, effective mer
,chandizing and operating capital 
loans are repaid within a period 
not exceeding three years, while 
facility loans may run on for 
'twenty years, though they are, as 
.a matter of fact, being repaid in 
periods running from five to ten 
years. 

Beside the twelve district banks 
for cooperatives there is also a cen
tral bank for cooperatives. This is 
located at the. headquarters of the 
Farm Credit Administration in 
Washington. It makes loans to 
,cooperatives that are wider in ter
ritory than are any of the individ
ual bank districts. 

With the reorganization of the 
Department of Agriculture in the 
spring of 1939, the Farm Credit 
Administration was made an inte
-gral part of the department. About 
a year afterwards, the Secretary of 
Agriculture, Henry A. Wallace, 
speaking on the place of credit in 
the farm program, criticized the 
Federal land banks rather severely. 
He said that the farmers had been 
saddled with too great mortgage 
<debts and that twenty-five per cent 
of the farm mortgage loans of these 
banks were delinquent. He added 
that 85,000 borrowers had been 
foreclosed since the Farm Credit 
Administration had been estab
lished and that many more were 
on the brink of foreclosure. By 
way of reform he urged that the 
present 3 Vz per cent interest on 
loans be made permanent, and also 
:suggested the cutting down of the 
principle in some cases to the prob
able productive value of the farms 
mortgaged. He said he felt that 
this would be better business even 
for the government than a contin
ued high rate of foreclosures. Mr. 
Wallace made no criticism of the 
production credit corporations or 
·of the banks for cooperatives. 
Apparently he found these in rea
:sonably satisfactory condition. 
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With the enactment of the 
Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act 
in 1939 still further facilities for 
farm credit were made available. 
This act embodies the major rec~ 
ommendations made by the Presi
dent's Committee on Tenancy in 
its report of February, 1937. The 
first title of the act authorizes the 
Secretary of Agriculture to make 
land purchase loans to the follow
ing: farm tenants; farm laborers, 
sharecroppers and other individ
uals who obtain, or who recently 
obtained, the major portion of 
their income from farming opera
tions. Loans may also be made 
for' necessary repairs and essential 
improvements on the property to 
be acquired. The loans may extend 
over a period of forty years. Final 
payment may not be made before 
the expiration of five years. The 
interest rate is three per cent per 
annum on the unpaid balance of a 
loan. The government gets a first 
mortgage or deed of trust on the 
farm for security. Certain obliga
tions are placed upon the borrower. 
Thus, he must keep the farm in 
good repair; he must avoid waste 
and exhaustion of the soil; he must 
observe farm practices prescribed 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

The Tenant Act authorized 
$10,000,000 for the first year of 
the program; $25,000,000 for the 
second year, and sums not to 
exceed $50,000,000 for every year 
thereafter. According to the Farm 
Security Administration, the 
agency of the United States 
Department which administers the 
Farm Tenant Act, some 13,000 
land purchase loans were made 
during the last three years. The 
same agency has also pointed out 
that during the second year of the 
tenant program the loans ran a lit
tle higher, the farms were some
what bigger and more improve
ments were made than during the 
first year. The average loan the 
first year was $4,999 and eighteen 
per cent of the loans went for 
improving the farms bought. The 

loans the second year 
561 and horrowers spent 
four . per cent of their loans 
improvements. This increase 
expected to continue since 
program progresses, the 
improved farms available for 
chase at reasonable 
expected to decrease. 

It has been estimated that 
some years past tenants have 
increasing in the United States 
about 40,000 annually. In view 
this it is readily apparent that 
land purchase section of the 
Tenant Act is doing little 
than experimenting with a 
for our tenancy problem. Far 
sums of money must be 
available if the problem is 
to be taken hold of. It is said 
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the Farm Security 
has received nearly twenty 
cations for every loan for which it 
has had available funds. Undoubt
edly great numbers have not even 
applied for loans, realizing that 
refusal was practically certain. Pre
cisely what the reason is that more 
ample funds are not made avail
able, the writer has never heard. 
Presumably the disturbed condi
tions of the times and the present 
situation of the land banks are 
among the factors that are playing 
an important role. 
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A second type of loan made 
available under the Farm Tenant 
Act is the so-called rehabilitation 
loan. This kind of loan is for the 
purchase of farm equipment, live
stock, supplies, and for other farm 
needs (including minor improve
ments and minor repairs to real 
property), and for the refinancing 
of indebtedness and for family 
subsistence. Eligible for these loans 
are: farm owners, farm tenants, 
farm laborers, share-croppers, and 
other individuals who obtain, or 
who recently obtained, the major 
portion of their income from farm
ing operations, and who cannot 
obtain credit on reasonable terms 
from any federally incorporated 
lending institution. 
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interest has been 
on these loans; although 

act specifies that the rate should 
be in excess of three per cent 
annum. Maturities are not to 

in excess of five years, but the 
may be renewed. The act 
that the loans shall be pay

such installments as the 
may provide in the loan 

They shall be secured 
a chattel mortgage, a lien on 

an assignment of proceeds 
the sale of agricultural prod
etc. 

must be made 
"standard" and "emer

rehabilitation loans. The 
• ..1 •• "v .... -~ are made to low income or 

farmers for the purchase of 
tools, livestock, and other 

necessary to carryon 
operations. The applicant 

have land, either of his own 
, ,rented, which will support his 
, and produce sufficient 

,"nt·",.,.'D to repay the loan. Further
he must draw up a plan with 

re the aid of the rehabilitation super
I_ visor, which will provide for at 
1. least two cash crops and for, the 
I- production of food for his family 

and feed for his livestock. The lat-
t't " "1 eer, or emergency 'oans, are 

made· to farmers stricken by 
drouth, hurricanes, flood or other 
unforeseen emergencies. 

There is also a type of rehab iIi-
1 tation loan made to groups rather 

than individuals. These loans are 
really cooperative loans and are 
called "community service loans." 
They enable groups of farmers, 
Jlho cannot individually do so, to 
buy modern farm machinery and 
high-priced breeding stock. This, 
in turn, enables them to compete 
on some basis of equality with 
larger farms, and especially with 
corporation farms. 

Approximately 800,000 reha
bilitation loans have been made to 
date. Returns on these show that, 
although they are limited to low 
income and needy farmers, the 
federal treasury undoubtedly will 
get back not less than eighty to 

eighty-five per cent of all money 
advanced. The losses actually suf
fered are largely concentrated in 
areas of the Great Plains which 
suffered severe drouth. 

Another interesting feature of 
the Farm Tenant Act is its farm 
debt adjustment service. This pro
vides for a local debt adjustment 
committee which meets with debt
tors and their creditors and dis
cusses their mutual problems. The 
committee has no legal authority, 
yet an agreement. is often reached 
to extend the time of payment of 
a debt, to reduce interest rates, or 
to scale down the debt itself. Such 
lightening of their debt burdens 
has enabled not a few farmers to 
escape foreclosure and at the same 
time has assured creditors substan
tial payments on what might oth
erwise have proved to be bad debts. 

The Farm Security Administra
tion-formerly the Resettlement 
Administration-carries on its 
work through twelve regional 
headquarters. These are stationed 
in the following cities: Washing
ton, D. c.; Milwaukee, Wiscon
sin; Indianapolis, Indiana; Ral
eigh, North Carolina; Montgom
ery, Alabama; Little Rock, Arkan
sas; Lincoln, Nebraska; Dallas, 
Texas; San Francisco, California; 
Denver, Colorado; Portland, Ore
gon; Amarillo, Texas. 

Still another type of loan for 
the farmer is found in the emer
gency crop and feed loans. The 
Governor of the Farm Credit 
Administration has, from year to 
year since its establishment, been 
provided with funds from an 
appropriation authorized by Con
gress or made available by Execu
tive order, to make these emergency 
loans. They may only be made to 
applicants who are unable to pro
cure from other sources loans in 
amounts reasonably adequate to 
meet their needs. Granted adequate 
security, farmers ordinarily can 
secure needed funds from local pro
duction credit associations, or from 
banks or individuals. 

These emergency crop and feed 
loans may range from $10 on up 
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to $400. Notes bear interest, from 
maturity until paid, at the rate of 
four per cent a year. Interest to 
the maturity date at the same rate 
is deducted when the loan is made. 

The regional offices of the 
Emergency Crop and Feed Loan 
Section of the Farm Credit Admin
istration are found in the follow
ing cities: Springfield, Massachu
setts; Baltimore, Maryland; 
Columbia, South Carolina; Mem
phis, Tennessee; St. Louis; Mis
souri; St. Paul, Minnesota; 
Omaha, Nebraska; Wichita, Kan
sas; Dallas, Texas; Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Spokane, Washington. 
There . are also branch offices. in 
San Juan; Puerto Rico, and Hono
lulu, Hawaii. These are under the 
supervision of the regional offices 
of Baltimore and Salt Lake City, 
respectively. 

There can be no question that 
these various credit agencies of the, 
government have been a boon to 
the American farmer. They have 
considerably reduced his interest 
rates, which would otherwise have 
remained high and fixed while his 
income decreased and his debts 
increased. They have appreciably 
strengthened his cooperatives. 
Many a farm, too, that would oth
erwise have been lost to its owner 
has been saved by refinancing 
through the Farm Credit Adminis
tration. Highly desirable would be 
larger funds for land purchase 
loans under the Farm Tenant Act. 
Without such funds there can be 
little thought of making owners 
of any real proportion of our hun
dreds of thousands of tenants, or 
of settling on farms of their own 
the great number of young folks 
who are at present "backed up on 
the land." 

It is true, of course, that in spite 
of the generous granting of credit 
to the farmer his condition is still 
generally far from an enviable one. 
But then, the farm problem is not 
alone one of credit. It is a much 
wider and more complex problem 
than that. 
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CURRENT LITERATURE 

THE AGRARIAN REVIVAL: 
A STUDY OF AGRICUL
TURAL EXTENSION. 

By Russell Lord, American Associa
tion for Adult Education, N. Y., 1939, 
236 pp. 

In The Agrarian Revival Mr. Lord 
has given agrarians a charming and 
intimate story of the farflung adult 
education program known as Agri
cultural Extension. Drawing upon 
his long experience as extension 
worker and writer for rural peri
odicals, he reviews in colorful terms 
the origin, developmen~ and vic~s
situdes of the ExtEmSIOn ServICe 
which now operates in over 2,900 of 
the 3,070 counties and engages a 
force of 9,000 workers-county agri
cultural agents (or farm advisers), 
home demonstrators, club agents, 
and specialists, who are ready to 
deal with any rural problem from 
checking a new plant or animal 
disease to landscape gardening or 
dressmaking. And this record of 
sustained effort in adult education 
carried on among real people on 
American farms Mr. Lord presents 
in an intensely human way. At the 
outset he confesses that he was 
unable to confine himself to the 
impersonal third person in present
ing his views and inserting his gen
tle criticisms, and in addition, he 
states that he sought to make this a 
living narrative by deliberately 
using as many proper nouns and 
active verbs as possible. The result 
is a vivid, moving account of people 
teaching and being taught, making 
mistakes and learning about their 
errors, quarrelling and making up, 
worrying about encroachments of 
upstarts and arriving at working 
agreements with newcomers in the 
field. 

The story begins with a sketch of 
the haphazard methods of dissemi
nating agricultural information in 
colonial and frontier times-in 
which the American Indian played 
a significant part-and then swings 
into an intimate description of the 
origin and growth of organized 
adult education in agriculture, as 
developed by the land-grant col
leges in cooperation with the U. S. 
Department ()f Agricultqre: It is in 
this account of the bUIldmg of a 
great educational service for rural 
America that Mr. Lord's resolve to 
use proper nouns and ac~i~e verbs 
bears fruit. He portrays VIVIdly the 
powerful personalities' who had a 
hand in this building, and inter
twines his description of men, 
organizations and activities with a 
wealth of anecdotes which savor of 

the soil-the Cornell professor who 
had to address farmers on soil fer
tility in the local church and who 
accordingly chose the text, Luke 13, 
8, "Dig about it, and dung it," and 
lifted his audience out of their pews 
with a sermon on soils; Seaman 
Knapp's advice to his assistants 
that a cold bath is the equivalent 
of two hours' sleep; Spillman's esti
mate of a bull's weight by recalling 
that th,e wieght· of animal tissue is 
about that of water; M. L. Wilson's 
instruction to a green cowboy 
county agent: "Just do anything 
you can to help the farmers"; a 
county agent's complimentary 
introduction to a talk on poultry 
marketing: "You look like educated 
men. In fact, most of you look over
educated"; a county agent's 
remarks about the persuasive influ
ence of a "gentle rain of checks" in 
agricultural activity; Secretary 
Wallace's first experiences with a 
limousine and a high hat; etc. 

Interwoven with such homely 
anecdotes and earthy expressions, 
this story of the extension depicts 
the early days of trial and error 
when Knapp was staking every
thing on education by demonstra
tion in the South, and Spillman was 
startling scholars with his brilliant 
accomplishments in a variety of 
fields; describes the organization of 
the Extension Service proper (1914) 
and the hectic war-period with its 
demands for more ("liberty") acres 
and incessantly increased produc
tion, which was followed by the 
lean post-War years with their 
attendant maladjustments and suf
fering; and finally recounts in inti
mate . terms the large-scale, 
national efforts at readjustment 
culminating in the Federal Farm 
Board and then the AAA. The lat
ter has meant not only a revolu
tion in the agricultural policy of 
the Nation, new conflicts of opin
ion and jurisdiction, political man
euvering, and an increase of bur
eaucracy, but what is most signifi
cant for this narrative, it has 
brought a new alignment of exten
sion activities and policy and a new 
conception of the place of adult 
education in rural life. 

Every person who is interested in 
rural life and adult education-two 
terms which are becoming more 
and more synonymous-should read 
this book. To the agrarian it will 
give a deeper understanding of the 
rural SOCiety in the widely varying 
regions of this immense country 
and of governmental efforts to 
broaden and enrich rural life; to 
the adult educator the book itself 
will be a revelation in the art of 
interesting while its contents will 

give him some acquaintance With 
the various phases Of. the v!l;st pro. 
gram of adult educatIOn WhICh has 
developed so stealthily and uniqUely 
in rural America.-Martin SChirber 
OSB. ' 

• 
THE IRISH CATHOLIC COL. 
ONIZA TION ASSOCIATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

By Sister Mary Evangela Hen. 
thorne, B.V.M. Clarke College, Du. 
buque, Iowa. Published by the. 
Author. 

The study was made under the 
auspices of the University of TIll. iI;"_.,~~~,,; 
nois. It is a little volume of 190 c pages, scholarly yet very readable: 
It contains not only general but 
detailed information of the move. 
ment, the difficulties encountered, 
its successes and its failures. John 
Lancaster Spalding is the hero of 
the story and a noble hero was he. 

o To the membership of the N. C. 
R. L. C. the volume will be a most 
interesting source-book. We are 
doing practically nothing today 
compared to the work of such noble 
men as Spalding, Ireland and 
O'Connor. The footnotes and quo
tations from original unpublished 
sources are most enlightening and 
delightful. 

Here is one from the Chicago 
Tribune of 1880: "One of the great
est works the Roman Catholic 
Church in this country can do is to 
enlist all its power and influence 
over its laity to get them awar from 
the cities and towns, and to mduce 
them to go upon land, where they 
can make a good living, and grow 
up to be honest, sober and re.spe~t
able men." Why not a CatholIc hIS
torical novel to cover this period?
L. G. Ligutti, Granger, Iowa. 

• 
DYERSVILLE: ITS HISTORY 
AND ITS PEOPLE. 
By Rev. Arthur A. ·Halbach. (Mil
waukee, Wis., st. Joseph Press. 1939. 
495 pp.). 
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This is a book which. point~ the 
way in which "parish" hIStOry 
should be written if it is to be hr~sh 
cued from the disrepute in w lC 
it has long been held. At the same 
time it serves the folloW!'lrs of t~hge 
rural life movement mteres. Ill: 
reading. As the title indicates, Idt. lS 

the history of a definite rur!l-l 18- L 
trict and its people and untIl suc~ , 
time as the settlement of DYers 
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became predominately Catho
story includes non-Catholic 
as well as Catholic. 

Halbach makes a depar
the conventional history 

he deals with the church 
isolated thing apart from 

setting but as .an 
direct relation to 

cOlmlitlUltlity both as a cause and 
result. author succeeds in 
first chapters of the book in 

us realize nature's centuries 
of the soil of this 
district. This rich 

and the very for
the settlers of 

Europe who came '. and 
with them their' strong 
faith. These same chap-· 

only give the reader a real
of the great age'of- the 

district but also of the 
care of divine Providence. in 

of this spot for 
use. With all this we are 

conscious that a settlement 
here could not help but have 

deep in the soil. 
departure from the 

parish history is the 
that'is made of the' 
of. the first settlers. 
of taking up land 

financial panics, the 
J .. ··,'~·~_,~~t of roads and their 

the parish sites, are aU 
in their effects not only 
. of these people as indi

upon the community 
as a whole. These socio"' 

items are also conceived 
factors in determining whether 

the locality of Dyersville was to be 
English or German, Protestant or 
Catholic. 

Despite the author's refreshing 
approach to the subject of a rural 
parish history, his treatment of the 
growth of church and school build
ingS does take on some of the pro
saic character of the traditional 
local histories which tend to sum 
up the success of a parish by its 
brick and mortar outlay. But the· 
author breaks away from this style 
again and again as when he lists 

the youth of the parish who have 
given their lives to religion he dem
onstrates that the religious life of 
the parish was. virile and fruitful in 
away not to be measured by brick 
and ston¢. 

Future parish historians can fol
low the lead given in this type of 
book .and elaborate on such factors 
as the transition in agricultural 
economy; when and how came the 
transit of the earlier self-sufficient 
economy to that of supplying a sur
plus for the outside; the adoption 
of diversified or' one-crop farming; 
the effect of the size of farm hold
ings on the keeping cif a central 
large church organization instead 
of the early development ofa num
ber of smaller independent rural 
parishes. 

This book Shows us that the 
newer histories· of rural parishes 
will tend to stress the role played 
by the parish church and school in 
the cultural life of the people 
through art, music, dramatics,. and 
ethical· teachings and will also show 
the extent· to which the parish 
church was the center of social life. 
Again, in giving us the number of 
families today living on the same 
farm as their forefathers we will 
know the degree to which the local
ity and the parish have given to the 
people those things which the rural 
parishioner has a right to expect. 
We will also learn the part the 
Catholics took in leadership in pro
gressive agricultural methods, their 
reaction to the various Grange 
movements of the last century, and 
the leadership they followed-lay 
or clerical-in solvihg their rural 
problems. Some account should be 
given of the part played by the 
parish as the social center for lei
sure time activities of the young 
and old. 

Father Halbach then is a pioneer 
in this new form of rural parish 
history. He has pointed the way by 
writing an unusually interesting 
book. The work is as interesting to 
the general reader as to the mem
bers of the parish of Dyersville. It 
is to be hoped that there will be 

studies of other communities built 
on like lines.-Sister Grace McDon
ald,O.S.B •. 

• 
CATHOLIC IMMIGRANT 
COLONIZATION PROJECTS 
IN THE UNITED STATES, 
1815-1860. 

By Sister Mary Gilbert Kelly, D.P., 
Ph.D. New. York: The United States 
Catholic· Historical Society .. ' 

This is the first attempt to cover 
in one volume immigrant coloniza
tion efforts of. the Church during 
the period 1815 to 1860. The. book 
was originally Written as a do¢tor's 
thesis. strangely enough it. was 
written at a non-Catholic institu
tion, the University of Dlinois. 

The settlements in the Eastern 
part of .the. country, described in 
Chapter II, are perhaps less well 
known than those of the Western 
States-Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mis
souri, Minnesota, Michigan, Iowa, 
Nebraska and Wisconsin-described 
in the chapters that follow. 

One very striking bit of informa
tion brought out more or less inci
dentally is the fact that in the great 
majority of projects one of the first 
concerns of the col!onists was a 
school. However, one instance is 
indicated in which there was indif
ference on this score, if not· actual 
opposition. 

The volume is well written and 
filled with interesting descriptive 
details. Had something been added 
about the present status of each of 

'these colonizing efforts, the book 
would elicit even greater interest. 
But perhaps that is beyond the 
scope of the historian. 

The volume is published as one 
of the Monograph Series of the 
United States Catholic Historical 
Society-E. Schmiedeler, O.S.B. 
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