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.... STRENGTH FROM THE 

600D EARTH 

"-- 6 

WHAT is the connection 
__ 7 between the disintegration of 

-- 8 

society and the downfall of civi1i~ 
zadon now in process. and the 

. objects that are aimed at by the 

-- 9 

Catholic Rural Life Conference. 
and all similar movements-agra~ 
cian, cooperative. distributive? 
That there is such a connection I 

1 am persuaded and I shall try to 
- 0 show the basis of my conviction in 

the hospitable pages of the BUL~ 
LETIN. 

For a century and a half human 
- 11 society has pursued one definite 

course, and that ,is materialistic, 
12 scientific mechanization. Other and 

older and better things have con~ 
tinued, though with a "dying 

13 lall," until within the last ten 
years they have almost wholly dis~ 
appeared; I mean spiritual. ethical. 

16 artistic values such as have glori~ 
ously marked the intent and 
~ccomplishment of past ages. Dur~ 
mg this period of one hundred and 

18 . fifty years. man has made more 
fdiscoveries in pure and applied sci~ 

ence, and has invented more mech~ 
21 anical devices and appliances than 

during the whole preceding five 
~ousand years of recorded human 

25 history: "Modern civilization" 
~ad its inception about five centu~ 
lies ago, with the Renaissance. the 

26 Protestant revolution and, a little 
!ater, the political revolution that 
i~lemented precedent theory. 

29 1 hiS process became violently acce~ 
;~ated about a century ago and 

Ith increasing momentum has ----"loston, Mass. ; noted architect and 
IV ir author of Nemesis of Mediocrity, 
etc~ ed Towns, The End of Democracy, 

proceeded unhampered until the 
present day. nor, at the moment. 
is there any sign of slackening. No 
visible sign that is. yet if you look 
deep enough it will become clear 
that it is destined shortly to accom~ 
plish its own self~destruction. 

My own memory covers much 
of the great transformation; that 
of my father nearly' all; when my 
grandfather was born in the year 
1800 there was nothing that con~ 
ditioned the material practice of 
life that had not existed in the 
time of Julius Caesar. "Modern 
civilization" is the upstart of the 
ages. 

The list of the achievements of 
applied science is imposing. almost 
inconceivable. It all began with the 
linking of coal and iron and the 
production of power. From then 
on the progress was headlong and 
the end is not yet. Of the hundreds 
of ingenious devices that have fol~ 
lowed. from the power loom and 
the cotton gin. to the internal com~ 
bustion engine. the airplane and 
the radio. all but three devices have 
been contrived for the supposed 
and intended benefit of man and 
the new society he was high~heart~ 
edly building up. and of all these. 
only another three. perhaps. are 
not now being used for the destruc
tion of man and his society. Here 
is a great mystery. Why has bene
ficence been distorted into malevo
lence? Tome the answer seems 
clear. Human character has failed. 
not only adequately to use the 
powers that have been hopefully 
given into the hands of men. but 
it has measurably degenerated, and 
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is so continuing. from the position 
it held until a few centuries ago. 
This is a hard saying but who 
shall deny it? 

I do not mean that gross evil. 
the deep bestiality of which man 
is capable. is any more prevalent 
today than ever before. The char
acter degeneration. in individuals 
and communities is, so to speak. of 
a meaner sort. It shows itself in 
the indiffere:p.ce to ethical ·stand
ards. the intellectual poverty, the 
cynical acceptance of political chi
canery and the "go getter" ideals 
of the business and financial world. 
that characterize the general mass 
of human society. From radio pro
grams, newspapers, popular "lit
erature" and contemporary art, to 
diplomacy and warfare, there 
seems to be little in evidence except 
an amoral time-serving and oppor
tunism. Uncouth religions. futile 
philosophies and preposterous eco
nomic and political abortions 
flourish luxuriantly. and the whole 
world seems to wander in a fog of 
bewilderment and indecision. 

This is not to say that wisdom 
and potential leadership do not 
exist; probably there are more men 
of "light and leading" today, par~ 
ticularly in the field of literature. 
than for many years. Consider 
Ortega y Gasset. Berdyaeff. Salva~ 
dor de Madariaga. Christopher 
Dawson. T. S. Eliot. to name only 
a few. Here is wisdom that gets 
down to the root of things, while 
informing all is the Catholic 
Church as it has functioned under 
the last few Sovereign Pontiffs. No 
lack of leadership here. but does 
the world listen? Its ears are sealed 



and it stubbornly follows the path 
it has chosen for itself. Facilis des
census est averni. 

There are many theories that 
have been advanced to explain this 
condition of things that is now 
generally recognized, either con
sciously or sub-consciously. Some
thing has happened to the world 
since the end of the first phase of 
the World War that has set it off 
from the past, even that portion of 
the past that some of us can 
remember. Of course there are 
many contributing causes but the 
prime question is: Can we attrib
ute our present degeneracy to the 
abnormal and monstrous develop
ment of material engines and 
devices of material production (to 
the practical exclusion of spiritual 
factors) or are they themselves the 
consequence of some almost cosmic 
force that has changed the temper 
of man and his society, bringing 
one period of time to an end and 
another into being? Colloquially 
speaking, which came first, the hen 
or the egg? 

Probably the answer is as far 
to seek in the one case as in the 
other. For my own part, I think 
the two influences have worked 
together. When Western Europe 
broke away from the Catholic 
medieval synthesis about the year 
1500, a new tendency was inaugu
rated that worked definitely 

It is a distinct pleasure to receive 
news that the cooperative league of 
the U. S. A. and St. Francis Xavier 
University have again arranged for a 
tour to Nova Scotia, August 12 to 24. 
It is their F01lrth Annual Tour. "Mas
ters of Their Own Destiny" is what 
Father Coady calls these sturdy Nova 
Scotians. One has only to see the co
operative lobster factory; the cooper
ative stores; the credit unions; the 
Fishermans's Union Warehouses; the 
Extension Office of St. FranciS Xavier 
University, the people behind all this 
splendid venture in order to be COn
vinced of Father Coady's appellation. 

Cooperative League Tour headquar_ 
ters are located at 167 West 12th St., 
New York City. 

& -
2 

towards the present catastrophe, its 
end being implicit in its begin
nings. Once started on its head
long course, the materializing of 
the social process, and of life and 
thought, reacted on a general ten
dency already pre-determined, the 
result being what we now are expe
riencing. However this may be, we 
are now where we are. So what to 
do? 

After this interminable prologue 
let us get down to cases. The the
sis I wish to state is just this: The 
mechanization of life has severed 
men from the land, and return to 
the land is the primary way out. 

For seventy-five years the mill 
and the factory, the office and the 
store, have drawn men (and 
women also) from the farm and 
the home. The "subsistence farm" 
has become a one-crop business for· 
revenue only, the family needs 
being supplied by the chain store 
and the mail order house, and paid 
for by the cash (if any) received 
from the one-crop, whatever it 
may be. The small farm has been 
already beaten to the draw by the 
vast acreages of the middle west; 
also ohe crop, and completely 
mechanized. Progressive develop
ment of machines for every form 
of industry has increasingly elim
inated the human factor in labor, 
and will probably continue to do 
so, the result being, at the moment, 
some ten millions of unemployed 
and with no visible chance of 
employment - Miss Dorothy 
Thompson to the contrary not
withstanding. This, however, is 
the economic aspect of the case. 
What of its bearings on the essen
tial spiritual and character values? 

Two years ago, in a paper read 
at the Richmond session of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, I 
maintained that the only free man 

was he who did, or could at 
maintain' himself and his 
from his own land, craft 0 

fession, and that the man on r 
was not, in fact, free. Now 
dom (not to be confused 
"liberty" which is a very 
matter) is essential to the 
opment of character and the 
spiritual values. There have 
cO~ltse, been n.otable exceptio;s 
thts rule, but m general, it 
I have been sharply criticized 
saying that the man on the 
bly line, in the mill or the 
the share-cropper and the 
farmer is handicapped by his 
dition in the acquisition of 
dom and the gaining of high men. 
tal and spiritual qualities; never. 
theless I believe that, 
speaking, it is true. 

And it is just here that I 
we can find one of the causes 
the present weakening of character. 
potential in society, and therefor! 
the present loss of ideals, the weak. 
ening of standards of value, and 
the failure of dynamic leadership. 

Antaeus, wrestling with Hercu· 
les, was easily overcome by brutl 
force, but each time he was thrown 
to the ground he gained new 
strength from contact with til< 
earth and rose again to continue 
the contest. This is a parable. 

The object of the Catholic 
Rural Life movement and of all 
other similar works, is a progreso 
sive return to the land and the j 

making of subsistence on and from 
the land a way of life not a com· 
mercial operation. So it always was 
in human history, and most not· 
ably so during the Catholic Mid· 
dIe Ages. It would be "an act of, 
supererogation" to labor this fact I' 

in these pages, for every rea~er. 
knows it already. Apart from ItS' 
economic value as the most obvious 
solution of the problem of perma· 
nent and progressive unemploy
ment,and the raising of the stand: 1 
ard of living of a large sectio~ ot 
the population, it is also, I belleW• 

one of the most effective ways ~o i 
rebuild human character and Ii t \ 
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whole "body politic" to 
levels of attainment. 

It is no universal and exclusive 
. ; other redemptive forces 

be brought into play: dyna
religion pervading life instead 

being annexed to it; formal 
recast in shape and con

so that it may become charac-
'. instead of empty brain 

exercise; the enunciation of some 
·philosophy of life that shall be 
unifying where now the myriad 
modern philosophies are devisive. 
Even if these forces could be called 
into play (and at present there is 
little evidence of any such event) 
the process of' reconstruction would 
take so long that meanwhile the 
present tendencies would have 
worked out to their predestined 
end. 

They will do this anyway; you 
can't have five centuries of con
sistent and progressive develop
ment along one definite line, and 

avoid its ultimate issue. In the 
meantime the obvious thing to do 
is to lay the foundations for "the 
change beyond the change." Dur
ing the Dark Ages that followed 
the fall of the Roman Empire 
(after it had completed its own 
five-century cycle) the Church 
took over and preserved some of 
the values of a perishing time, 
largely through St. Benedict, his 
monks, and the religious orders 
that sprang from his redemptive 
work. The evil was discarded, and 
much of the good preserved to serve 
as the strong foundation of the 
next great period of civilization. 

This is where, I think, all agra
rian, cooperative and distributist 
movements come in to play their 
part. It is impossible to transform 
our mechanized, amoral civiliza
tion in a generation, but we can 
prepare for the future. Berdyaeff 
says that the next era will be more 
like the Middle Ages than any 

RURAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

other; not so much in form as in 
spirit. This era was particularly 
characterized by close contact with 
the land. Just so far as it is possible 
for us to go in this direction, so 
far we shall have progressed in the 
process of preparation for that 
which is to follow "the end of our 
time." The economic gain, not 
only for the future but for our own 
present, will be great, but the spir
itual gain will be greater. 

Antaeus gained renewed strength 
from contact with earth; so should 
we. Close and exclusive contact 
with the machine has hampered 
the development of that personal, 
human character that alone can 
manage the machine. New contact 
with the good earth may correct 
this and build up the character 
co-efficient that will control and 
direct the new world and make 
the machine what it was meant to 
be; the servant of man, not his 
master. 

A RURAL Summer School for priests will ring 
its school bell for the first time before the hos

pitable doors of St. John's University at Collegeville, 
Minnesota, from July 15th to the 27th. Father 
Abbot Alcuin has put the entire facilities of the Uni
versity at the School's disposal and has kindly aug
mented the faculty with some of his Fathers. 

The curriculum offers courses on: Religious 
instruction; Rural youth organizations (4-H clubs, 
Home-makers clubs, Future Farmers of America, 
etc.); Rural parish organizations; Cooperatives and 
self-help projects (principles, policies, kinds, activities, 
difficulties, problems, Nova Scotia experiences, etc.) ; 
Government agencies (agricultural departments, col
leges, extension services, county agencies, credit 
administrations, etc.); Rural Living (rural home
steads, rural schools, rural health programs); Agri
cultural and rural literature (bulletins, books, peri
odicals) • 

The board will be $12.50 a week, and the lec
tures will be given gratis. For other details interested 
priests should address their inquiries to Rev. Martin 
E. Schirber, O.S.B., at Collegeville, Minn., who is 
directly in charge of arrangements. The directors of 
the enterprise encourage those who plan to follow 
the courses to take residence at the University. St. 
John's is ideally located in Minnesota's vacationland; 
its recreational facilities are entirely adequate; its 
monastic atmosphere is indeed wholesome; and the 
sojourn of a fortnight in close association with some 
of the Nation's most distinguished rural life leaders,. 
and with the younger rural pastors, will quite cer
tainly provide a pleasant and profitable experience. 

The purpose of the school is to inculcate love 
for rural pastoral work; to teach and to exchange 
experiences with regard to the best methods that can 
be employed in religious instruction, rural parish 
organization, rural youth, and rural community 
activities; to impart information useful to the rural 
pastor for his pastoral work; and to build up confi
dence in priests, city-bred and city-trained, who are 
assigned to rural parishes. 

Due to the practicalness of the courses as well as 
to the seminar or conference method which will be 
used it is desired that those in attendance at the 
School be rural pastors with at least one year of 
experience in a rural parish. Others, of course, may 
enroll. It is desired also that the group be not too 
large. 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

Our rural institute is, we believe, the first of its 
kind to be organized in this country. Whether or not 
it shall continue depends greatly on the success of this 
initial endeavor. 
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AGRARIANISM, COOPERATIVES AND 

THE BISHOPS1 STATEMENT 

N ON-CATHOLIC as well as 
Catholic Americans received 

with a cordiality that is under
standable in this day of economic 
distress and social confusion the 
recent statement of the American 
archbishops and bishops of the 
National Catholic Welfare Confer
ence's administrative board on 
"The Church and Social Order." 

This letter by members of the 
American hierarchy defines with 
precision and force fundamental 
evils of the present social order, 
such as loss of faith, long hours 
of work, wages inadequate for 
family security, loss of life and 
limb, premature death, undernour
ishment, bad housing, insufficient 
clothing, irregular family life, 
child delinquency· and crime. It 
analyzes these evils and finds the 
more important causes to include 
immoral economic principles, eco
nomic injustice, greed for excessive 
profits, characterization of human 
labor as a mere commodity and 
lack of responsibility toward soci
ety. Arising from these causes and 
producing these effects it finds 
among the challenging problems of 
our times the concentration of 
wealth and of its ownership and 
control and the anonymous char
acter of that ownership and con
trot· the excessive claims of some 
branches of labor and the undue 
claims for portions of the national 
income by those who have owner
ship or control of capital. 

Executive Secretary, National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference. Pastor, Granger, 
Iowa. 

4 

Succinctly and admirably the 
statement presents the only true 
and universal basis for the recon
struction of the social order, "a 
comprehensive program of restor
ing Christ to His true and proper 
place in human society." What 
this involves is pointed out clearly: 
"We must bring God back into 
government; we must bring God 
back into education; we must 
bring God back into economic life; 
we must bring God back indeed 
into all life, private and public, 
individual and social." That is, by 
conscious effort and willing sub
mission, His truth, law, justice, 
mercy and charity must "be made 
to permeate all our social· inter
course and all our public rela
tions." 

Those who are quite deeply 
convinced that agrarian distribu
tism and the cooperative way have 
something important to contribute 
to the rebuilding of the social order 
and the re-establishing of the 
Christian life will find that this 
statement by the American prelates 
is well worth the closest study. 

In the development of the pres
ent industrial-commercial system, 

we find that the concentration of 
wealth has been due, at least par
tially, to a variety of causes. Mid
dlemen and processors have taken 
more than a just reward from the 
direct exploiter, and low prices to 
farmers have been an outstanding 
result. Some employers have taken 
more than their just share of a 
product produced jointly with 
hired laborers, and low wages have 
resulted. Some sellers have taken 
more than they should from con
sumers, with high prices as a con
sequence. The State and public 
morality have permitted the crea
tion of private monopolies in the 
exploitation of natural resources. 
Society, as a rule, has not received 
its proper reward for its own con
tribution to the increase of values. 
Through an exaggerated or false 
fear of insecurity and by means of 
an unlimited power of bequeath
ing, society, pretending to protect 
individual ownership, has forgot
ten the social aspect of ownership. 

According to the bishops, none 
of these practises are in accordance 
with God's law: "The earth is the 
Lord's and the fullness thereof." 
As the statement points out, "No 
absolute or unlimited ownership 
therefore can be claimed by man." 
This truth, taught by the Church 
since the days of her divine 
Founder, was reiterated by St. 
Thomas in his day and has been 
emphasized over and over again 
by Catholic economists and soci
ologists in our own. As Father 
Virgil Michel so ably expressed 
the Thomist formulation: 

"All the things of earth apart 
from man are there to serve the 
needs and the comforts of man, 
not of anyone man in particular, 
but of all men, of all mankind .... 
Accordingly all men have the strict 
right by natural law to as much 
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of these goods as they need· for 
attaining the purpose of their crea- . 
don by God. . . . As soon as man 
haS property that is superfluous for· 
the decent living of himself and 
his dependents. the wider social 
aspect of all things human comes 
into play. His right to the super
dllOUS or superabundant goods of 
earth cannot be separated from the 
general purpose of all goods to 
subserve the needs of human life. "1 

. The task this involves. agrari-
ans and cooperators will note. is 
not accomplished merely by the 
r~storation of justice and charity 
to the wage bargain and the price 
negotiation. The problems of mon
opoly in the exploitation of nat
ural resources. of inheritance and 
other spurs to the concentration of 
wealth. of ostentatious consump
tion and other improper use of 
superfluous goods. for example. are 
clearly envisaged by the bishops. 
Following the forthright state
ments of Pope Pius XI. they point 
out that governmental authority is 
an important instrument-though 
not the only one-for applying 
the principles of social justice and 
declare that the civil authority 
"must so regulate the responsibil
ity of property so that the burden 
of providing for the common good 
be equitably distributed." And 
they specify: "It must furthermore 
establish such conditions through 
legal enactment and administrative 
policy so each individual member 
of society may surely and justly 
come into possession of the mate
rial goods necessary for his own 
livelihood." Thereby is the civil 
authority the true friend of private 
owners. 

The present industrial-commer
cial system has created an artificial 
distance between producer and con
sumer with resultant economic 
losses at both ends and unwar
ranted profit-taking at each step. 
!t seeks to perpetuate and stretch 
Itself on the plea of the "work it 
gives" to the ones in between. -. "Michel, Christian Social Reconstruc-
tIon, Bruce. 

unmindful of the truth· that 
unproductive work is of no value 
to society. and that both the per
son and society would gain by the 
shift of the ones thus "employed" 
to productive work. In plain terms. 
just passing a potato from person 
to person will never solve the 
unemployment problem. It will 
not add to the value ·of the potato 
and it will make both the producer 
and the consumer of the potato 
suffer. The present industrial-com
mercial system has created many 
artificial needs. It makes us all seek 
useless services. At each turn the 
system is taking a toll in profits 
(insurance and advertising) under 
the guise of the magic powers of 
the modern methods. 

"The cooperative way" will 
. shorten the distance hetweenpro

ducer and consumer and whenever 
economically and socially advisable 
it would have the producer and 
consumer own the means and share 
the profits of distribution. By thus 
distributing profits to the many it 
would heighten their purchasing 
power. lower concentration of 
wealth and even develop personal
ity by spreading out responsibili
ties of control. Incidentally it 
would put more people to work so 
as to fulfill the increased demands 
of the many. 

We firmly believe and hold that 
the cooperative way is philosophi
cally sound and practically achiev
able. only. of course. not as the 
solitary. but as one of the impor
tant instruments in the rebuilding 
of the social order. 

Agrarian distributism advocates 
a better urban-rural balance in the 
national population. It contends 
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that for social. religious and eco
nomic reasons. such a balance 
would do much for the re-estab
lishment of a desirable social order. 
In its practical applications it con~ 
siders farming as a way of life and 
not as just another industry. It. 
encourages home production for 
home consumption .. It does not 

& 

"l£et tbe farmer be bonoreb in bi~ 
talUng; for tbep _tUbo lallor in tbe 
eadb are tbe tbo~en people of ~ob:' 

Thomas Jefferson 

concede that "trends or complexi
ties" are equivalent to progress and 
success. It does not admit that "the 
problem of production has been 
solved" merely by the adyances in 
modern technology. 

The bishops were properly 
much concerned with the problems 
of industrial labor. for in our 
country the industrial workers in 
too many cases are sorely tried ... 
But they did not neglect to point 
out at the very outset: "Manifestly 
if every man worked either on his 
own land or with his own tools 
and in his own business. there 
would be no labor problem." So. 
while seeking to improve condi
tions as they are. they did not for
get the possibilities in establishing 
conditions as they might be. For 
the labor problem would be con
siderably narrowed if we had more 
independent small shops. more 
backyard factories. more individ
ual carpenters. plumbers. and other 
artisans. 

And the problem of balance 
between farm and factory is given 
attention. "It (the economic sys
tem) must strive to establish an 
equilibrium between farm income 
and city income. If the rate of 
wages (not the annual income) of 
the industrial worker in the city 
is out of balance with the rate of 
return of the farmer in the country • 
then there are bound to be unem-
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ployment and insecurity." Recall
ing that only on very rare occa
sions have the farmers received a 
parity price for their products, we 
are'reminded of Virgil's remark: 
Verily when the goddess of Jus
tice disappeared from the earth, her 
footprints were last seen upon the 
soil of a farm. 

The portion of the statement 
which deals with ownership and 
property deserves special attention 
from advocates of agrarian distrib
utism and the cooperative way. 
"There can be no question," the 
bishops declare, "but that in our 
country we' possess adequate 
resources, both in respect to raw 

materials, technical and scientific 
skill and mechanical equipment 
sufficient to provide both a high 
standard of living and als0 com
prehensive security for all classes 
of society." That this is the case 
should be apparent to every think
ing man. Should not society, then, 
regard as one of its most essential 
concerns finding and establishing 
ways and means of enabling all 
men to have access to these super
abundant resources, either directly 
or mediately? 

The Schoolmen taught and mod
ern investigation affirms that the 
proper exercise of the natural right 
of private property even in such 

means of production as these 
resources does not conflict 
their function of ministering to. 
needs of all men. The conflict 
exists at present arises first 
the fact that the right of Private 
property as it is understood and 
practiced by many today is not the 
natural right but an unnatural one 
one that totally contradicts the tru; 
nature of man and conspires to 
prevent him from realizing his 
true end, eternal salvation; in 
short, the so-called "right" of 
absolute private ownership. And 
the conflict also arises because the 

(Continued on page 24) 

VISIT TO GRANGENEUVE ist chaplain, an American who had 
spent most of his career in Euro
pean establishments, extended a 
cordial welcome to his temporary 
assistant. He showed me to my 
apartment and advised me to be 
ready for supper, and then for the 
beginning of the greater Holy 
Week services, the time-honored 
Tenebrae, at which I was to pre
side. 

i'.".4. 'R&vit, s. III. 

I HAD been ordained only a 
week before, on Passion Sun

day, when I received the invita
tion to assist at the Holy Week 
services in our Agricultural School 
at Grangeneuve. To be sure I more 
than welcomed the unexpected 
"break," especially since it would 
represent my first priestly assign
ment. 

So, clad in my best pelerine and 
broad clerical hat, I started out, 
with a few necessary belongings, 
on the neat white road that winds 
gracefully among the undulating 
plains of the Fribourg plateau 
(Switzerland). It was a glorious 
spring afternoon and the hour's 
walk would be delightful, so I did 
not even bother to ask for bus fare. 

Master of Novices, author of My 
Father's Business, Christ Our Model, etc. 
Maryhurst Novitiate, Kirkwood, Mo. 

The ever present Alps stood 
against the horizon; snow stilI 
covered the tops of even the low
est of them; but the plains were in 
full verdure. Nature had resurrected 
before the feast of Easter that year. 
Full of subdued Holy Week spir
its and humming the Exultet, I 
reached the wide portals of Grange
neuve. 

The expanse of more than 300 
acres known as Grangeneuve con
stitutes the domain of the Institute 
of Practical Agriculture of tHe 
Swiss Canton of Fribourg, in 
charge of the Marianists (Society 
of Mary). 

I was greeted at the portals by 
an immense hound, 'on leash for
tunately, but fierce-looking despite 
the meek Cure d' Ars figure beside 
him. Father Joseph Walter, an 
aged and partially retired Marian-

"Zelus domus tuae comedit 
me . ... " I could not resist looking 
from my place in the dark sanc
tuary into the congregation from 
which the splendid psalmody burst 
in all its unaccompanied force and 
clarity. I soon became aware that 
the burden of the melody did not 
proceed so much from the benches 
of the Brothers in the rear, as from 
the ranks of the 150 students 
nearer the front of the artistic 
chapel. 

After I had executed the chant 
of the first lamentation, I sat back 
with satisfaction to await the voice 
of the next lector. My self-satisfac
tion turned to amazement and 
faint jealousy when I saW and 
heard that the lectors were not the 
monks, but young men who arose 
from the student body and sang 
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their parts with perfect enuncia~ 

t'on and tonality. And these are 
1 'I dT agriculturIsts, gaspe. 

The next morning early, I offi.~ 
iated at the full Maundy Thurs~ 

day Mass, procession, and Vespers. 
The ceremonies brought me a step 
closer to the young men of the 
"schooL" 

I was not exactly surprised at 
the serious men who acted the parts 
of acolytes, master of ceremonies, 
etc" with the perfection of semi~ 
narians, but I was completely non~ 
plussed wben, on turning at a 
Dominus vobiscum, I stole a hasty 
glance at the line of "altar boys" 
at the Communion ra:iling. Did 
not some of these "boys" wear 
mustaches? Or was I dreaming? 
The Orate Fratres revealed that I 
was not mistaken. There was no 
doubting my first observations at 
the distribution of Holy Com~ 
munion. 

Breakfast was as prompt as it 
was substantial. Lent was not 
onerous in the Swiss cantons of 
that day. During the meal there 
was suppressed talking. I faced the 
Director of the establishment at 
the head table, with my back to 
the tables of the students. The 
conversation dealt with the work 
of the day. Like a small Napoleon, 
the Director issued orders to his 
lieutenants about him. I was only 
too glad to listen and observe. 
When the bell was tapped to end 
the j!epast and the! talking, the 
Director briskly announced that 
the First Class would go with 
Brother Alexander to the potato 
fieId, the second would be in charge 
of Brother Bartholomew at the 
stables, the Third would find 
~rother Casimir waltmg with 
IUstructions for them in the apple 
orchard. "Father, wiIl you please 
say the grace?" I think I must have 
been the last one to my feet. And 
When I turned leisure! y after the 
Amen, I merely saw the last ones 
expeditiously leaving the refectory 
by several doors. There was an 
Impression of brisk business. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Maybe it's only because as a country pastor I have taken a greater 
interest in recent years in rural problems, that it seems to me, 
that the farmer today is receiving considerably more recognition 
than in the past. Numerous are the books and pamphlets, the 
newspaper and magazine articles, radio programs and political 
comments which discuss and offer solution to the perplexing pro
blems of the man on the land. Whether statistics would bear out 
my contention that propaganda for the farmer is more adundant 
today than in times past • do not know, but • do know that by 
this time it should have aroused the interest of every zealous 
country pastor. The politician and the economist, the industri
alist and the sociologist, the artist and the scientist, have wel
comed the farmer, overalls and all, into their parlors and studios 
to tell him what he must do to better his lot in life. Though 
some of these advisers may be only crafty hirelings attempting 
to exploit the farmer, most of them are sincerely solicitous for his 
welfare, at least in so far as his economic and social conditions 
are concerned. 

With all these formulas pelted at the simple country folk it be
comes more necessary than ever that the country pastor guide his 
flock with the keen and ardent interest of a good shepherd, and 
subordinate all these material objectives to the spiritual one-the 
salvation of their souls. For if the people of the land yearn only 
for material gain, for economic betterment, for political "pork", 
for social advantages, then they may fall into the same abuses 
prevalent in the cities. The annals of the country side will become 
a tragic chronicle of their inordinate desire for wealth, their in
dolent dreams of luxury, their internecine struggles between class. 
es, privation of econo"lic independence, the weakening of· their 
moral fiber, and the lessening of the faith that seeks first the 
Kingdom of God. 

Surely it is evident that the faithful country pastor will not be 
satisfied with merely uttering pietistic generalities to his assem
bled flock on a Sunday morning and sever himself and his inter
est completely from their lives during the week. If his people be
gin to think that all these agencies and organizations are working 
for their welfare, but their pastor is not concerned about them, 
will they not follow at times the call of some posing prophet to 
wander "in every mountain and in every high hill"? .... My flocks 
were scattered upon the face of the earth, and there was none that 
sought them, there was none, I say, that sought them. Therefore, 
ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord." 

Sometimes one hears all the rural issues solved with a tone of fi
nality with remarks such as these: "AII the farmer needs is a bet
ter price for his products"; "The farmer must be able to buy the 
things he needs at a lower price"; "The government should re
duce the interest rates on farm loans"; "It's all too complicated for 
me"; ". don't know anything about farming"; "It's an interna
tional problem, and there is nothing I can do about it"; "We need 
foreign markets for farm goods"; "Stop importing farm goods 
from other countries". 

Many more could be added to the list. All of them express the 
unconcern of Cain: "Am' my brothers keeper", or the queen's 
lofty disdain: "Let them eat cake", and neither attitude is con
sonant with the ideals of a country pastor. Let such a one read 
reverently the 34th chapter of Ezechiel, and then humbly study 
the "Manifesto on Rural Life". 
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"You see, they are g.etlting a 
rather late start this morning, on 
account of the long liturgy. This 
is the planting season; the weather 
is so fine, and there are to be a 
couple of holidays." It was Father 

. Walter who had quietly appeared 
at my side and answered my 
unasked questions. 

"Don't the students attend 
classes? I thought this was a col
lege .... " 

"Had it not been for the 
Maundy Thursday ceremonies, 
there would have been classes dur
ing the hour before breakfast, after 
the daily low Mass," kindly 
explained my guide, as we went 
out of the building into the morn
ing air. "The bulk of the instruc
tion is given during the winter 
months, when work on the outside 
is naturally reduced to a minimum. 
In the planting season and 
throughout the summer, there is 
always one course each morning 
and then the whole day is taken 
up with 'laboratory practice' in the 
fields, vineyards, orchards, gar
dens, stables, workshops, etc." He 
ended with a broad sweep of the 
seeming boundless extent of the 
arm to embrace, as it were, the 
property skirted by imposing 
domainal forests on the horizon. 

I was chuck full of of questions. 
"But who are these boys, or
excuse me-these young men, I 
suppose? Where do they come 
from? How are they enrolled? 
How long do they stay here? Why 
do they want to learn agricul
ture? ... " 

"They are chiefly French; there 
is a good number of Spaniards; a 
few are Swiss; and there is a 
sprinkling of other nationalities. 
These young men are destined by 
their fathers to be managers of the 
farms and lands which, some day, 
they will own themselves. Their 
far-seeing parents naturally want 
!them to have :tinstl-hand, expert 
knowledge of every agricultural 
circumstance and phenomenon so 
that they will be able actually to 
direct others theoretically and 
practicall y. 
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"Those whose parents do not 
perhaps possess arable lands of 
their own will be employed by 
landowners who leave standing 
requests in the Director's office for 
graduates of the school to manage 
and direct their estates. Only 
recently one of our graduates was 
sent to manage the "Jesuit" farm 
in Manitoba, Canada. 

"And there are some, whose 
parents just want their sons to 
have their education completed by 
a thorough knowledge of agricul
ture, for no other reason than that 
intimate knowledge of the land 
and its power is a climax and 
crown to any kind of higher edu
cation." 

His expression "high education" 
caused me to wonder and prompted 
my next query. "What are the 

requirements for entrance into tho 
. . . agricultural school?" IS 

Father Walter smiled. "A YOUn 
man must have robust health f g 
one thing. Then, he must ha~r 
finished his regular seconda~ 
schooling. . .. Yes,"-he had 
caught my questioning stare-"the 
courses taught demand a thorough 
foundation and background. They 
are college courses." 

An y contact with rural life is 
,bound to make the city-bred inqui. 
sitive. I continued my catechetics. 
"And the professors of these 
courses are our Brothers?" 

"Yes, certainly. Here at the 
Ecole Pratique d' Agricul'ture no 
outsiders are employed in any capa. 
city. The courses are taught by 
Brothers who are specialists in their 

(Continued on page 27) 

FROM THE VATICAN 
Roma, April 26th, 1940. 

His Excellency Monsignor Muench, 
Bishop ·of Fargo. 

Your Excellency: 
I hasten to express to. Your Excellency my sincere 

thanks for the two copies of the "Manifesto on Rural Life," 
published by the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, 
which His Excellency Monsignor Cicognani has forwarded 
to me. I beg you to convey my thanks also to His Excellency 
Monsignor Vincent Ryan, Monsignor Luigi Ligutti a~d 
Monsignor William Mulloy; who collaborated with you In 
the compilation of this precious volume. 

In my last audience with the Holy Father I had the 
honour of presenting to Him a copy of the "Manifesto" ?n 
your behalf. His Holiness, who has always followed With 
interest the work of the National Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence expressed His pleasure at this new manifestation of the 
zeal and scholarship which inspire its activities. The Holy 
Father realized immediately the important nature of ~he 
"Manifesto" which is a real manual of Christian Doctnne 
on rural life, dealing in a scientific manner with the vari~us 
religious, social and economic problems of rural life cons!d
ered in itself and in its relations with town and industrial Me. 

At the close of the audience His Holiness charged me 
with the welcome task of conveying to Your Excellency an? 
to all who have collaborated with you in this work Bls 
Apostolic Benediction. . 

With my best wishes to Your Excellency and With 
sentiments of the highest esteem, I remain 

Yours faithfully in Christ 
. T. Card. Pizzardo 

MAY 1940 THE. CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

Nt} I olil 
kind~ 
into J 
of Iif· 
in its 
the r~ 
part ;! 
form~ 
whetj 
assi~ 
the V 
what 
ture.), 
denc~ 
at he 
is pre 
the ~ 
peopl 
such 
and'i 
III \ 

leade: 
the 

-s 

I 
Irl 

are 1 

each 
of e: 
In A 
been 
ando" 
pla\:~ 
broil 
ture 
most 
com] 
effeCi 
who 
lcan 

N 
of c 
opec 

W 
1 

of S , sity. 

1 
I 

TH 



this 

lUng 
for 

bave 
:lary 
had 
"the 
lugh 
'hey 

e is 
:}ui
tics. 
bese 

the 
no 

Ipa
by 

beir 
27) 

• 

:ere 
" e, 

Ice, 
led 
ICY 
nd 
in 

~he 
on 
lth 
er
:he 
,ly 
he 
ne 
IUS 

d
fe. 
ne 
Id 
[is 

tb 

PATTERN FOR A NATIVE 

RURAL CULTURE 

IN the long history of the Cath
olic religion many different 

kinds of life have been brought 
into its light. Each of these types 
of life has expressed that religion 
in its own peculiar way, so that 
the religion has become an integral 
part of the life and the life trans
formed by the religion. It is only 
when there has been this complete 
assimilation of the religion into 
the way of living that you have 
what can be called a Catholic cul
ture. When this happens it is evi
denced by the fact that people are 
at home in their faith. Its teaching 
is presented in such a way as to fit 
the mentality and outlook of the 
people; its modes of expression are 
such as come naturally to them; 
and its leaders are one with them 
in understanding because these 
leaders themselves have come from 
the people. 

In Europe there have been and 
are many local Catholic cultures, 
each of them having its own way 
of expressing . the common Faith. 
In America· this thing has not yet 
been attained. Our missionaries 
and our people came from different 
places in the old world and they 
brought much of their own cul
ture :with them. They have for the 
most part settled in cities in racial 
communities, and have had little 
effect on the life of America as a 
Whole, least of all on rural Amer
ican life. 

Now there is a very definite type 
of culture which has been devel
oped in rural America and which --Willis D. Nutting, Ph.D. Department 
~f Social Sciences, Notre Dame Univer
SIty. 

is quite different from, and in my 
opinion superior to, the rural cul
tures of the old world. It is the 
distinctive culture of America. It 
has several peculiar features. First, 
there is no trace of feudal class dis
tinction in it, no hint of master 
and man, of squire and peasant, of 
gentleman and commoner. The 
hierarchical organization of society 
is not there. It is a society made up 
of persons free and theoretically 
equal in the sight of man as well 
as God, a society in which the 
comparatively few questions that 
require common action are decided 
by discussion and agreement rather 
than by orders from headquarters. 

Secondly, in this American cul
ture the family is actually as well 
as in theory the real unit of society. 
There is nothing corresponding to 
the European village here. Our 
small towns are not the places 
where our farmers live and in 
which their social life is centered. 
They are ( or were) the places 
where the farmers go to trade. 
Because he inhabits an isolated 
homestead, the farmer's social life 
is for the most part confined to his 
own family or to a small group 
of neighboring families. It is 
within the family that the lessons 
of life are learned and that charac
ter is formed. It is within a small 
circle of families· that loyalties and 
love spring up, and· that the unions 
resulting in new families are estab
lished. 

Thirdly, our rural American 
culture is characterized by a great 
amount of solitude which falls to 
the lot of every individual. Com
paratively little of his work is done 
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in the presence of others. This has 
its effect upon his character. There 
is not much of the gregarious in 
the make-up of the typical Amer
ican farmer. He is restrained and 
rather awkward in a big company. 
He is shy and inarticulate with 
strangers. This is because he is so 
much by himself, thinking his own 
thoughts, without having to 
express them, and removed from 
the observation of his fellowmen. 
He is Often extremely opinionated, 
for his convictions have been built 
up by much reflection with but 
little discussion. He is not at all 
accustomed to criticism because he 
does not get a chance to hear much 
of it. Therefore he resents it 
exceedingly and tends to draw into 
his shell when it is offered. Thus 
the social side of his nature is not 

& 

liThe cultivation of the earth is the m05't 
important labor of man. Unstable is 
the future of the country who has. lost 
its taste for agriculture. If there is one 
lesson of history that is unmistakable, 
it is that national strength lies near the 
soiL" 

Daniel Webster 

very strongly developed, but this 
lack is balanced by a self~reliance, 
an intellectual directness and a gen
eral competence in getting along 
without the help of others. 

Such then are the peculiar char
acteristics of the old-fashioned 
rural culture of America, and the 
only culture 'that we Americans 
have produced. If there is anything 
uniquely valuable in the American 
heritage-anything that we can be 
truly proud of as something new 
and good in the world-it is to be 
found here. Without this culture, 
America would simply be more 
square miles like the square miles 
that people have inhabited in the 
rest of the world since the begin
ning. 

It is of course a matter of com
mon knowledge that this old-fash
ioned way of life is breaking 
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down. It is. usually assumed that 
the break-down is being brought 
about by the impact of new ideas 
and by the manifold attractions of 
another scheme of things. This, 
however, is true only in a certain 
respect, for the new ideas and the 
new scheme of things would have 
an exaggerated attraction only to 
people who had already lost their 
appreciation of a Christian scale of 
values. Therefore the loss of this 
scale of values has been the under
lying cause of the breakdown. 

Here in brief is what has hap
pened: Our old American culture 
was strongly religious in its begin
ning, but its religion, though 
abundantly satisfying for the time, 
was a mutilated Christianity which 
did not have within itself the capa
city of survival. The intellectual 
shocks of the nineteenth century so 
shattered this kind of Christianity 
that it became more and more dif
ficult for anyone to remain loyal 
tait, and since the typical Amer
ican knew no other religion, reli
gion itself was gradually aban
doned, and with it the scale of val
ues that supported the whole cul
ture. Thus undermined, the struc
ture began to crumble, and that 
crumbling is what we are witness
ing today with so great anxiety. 

The concern of thinking people 
over the situation of the farmer 
has resulted in a great many well
meant attempts to save him; and 
most of the attempts, religious as 
well as secular, seem to' have accen-

LIMITATIONS 
Sister M. Madeleva 

Words I can pattern 
Row after row. 
How to plan snowflake 
I do not know 

I can fashion raiment 
For me, for you. 
But to clothe a pansy 
What can I do? 
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tuated the trouble. Most emphati
cally is this true in education. We 
(and this includes Catholic educa
tors as well as others) spend much 
effort in giving the farm boys and 
girls what we think is culture, and 
as a result they cease to be farm 
boys and girls and become city 
men and women who succeed very 
well as dramatic critics, social 
workers, and sellers of electric refri
gerators. We are all contributing 
our bit to the extinction of the 
unique thing America has to be 
proud of, and wh'at we are produc
ing to take its place is not some
thing which we can view with 
much hopefulness. 

The need of restoring to our 
agricultural population a way of 
life which will give it stability is 
fully realized. We Catholics as a 
body, even though most of our. 
strength lies in cities, are fully 
aware that the problem is of vital 
concern to us, and many of us are 
working on it. It is with regard 
to this work that I risk making a 
warning and a suggestion. 

The warning is this: there seems 
to be a tendency on the part of 
those who wish to build a rural 
culture to try to form it after the 
model of something European. 
The old-world peasant, with his 
village and its communal activity. 
his societies and his feasts all cen
tered in the parish church, can be 
made a very attractive figure; but 
he has little resembl~nce Ito the 
American farmer. And if you try 

I can plant a garden, 
Set its paths with care. 
Who will tell a dawn wind 
To wander there? 

I can fly forever 
Where my love may be 
And no bird, no thought can 
Follow me I 

to make over the American farmer 
into a European peasant you either 
fail or you succeed too well. You 
leave him untouched or you make 
him cease being a farmer. 

It is well to remember that no 
two Catholic cultures have been 
similar, and that if we succeed in 
building one here it will in all 
probability be dissimilar to every 
other. The Irish peasant is not like 
the German peasant; neither is 
like the French tiller of the SOil;' 
and all three are quite different 
from the Italian. Since this is true, 
why should we try to make the 
American farmer like any of them, 
or even like a kind of least com
mon denominator of them all? 
Why do we not realize that we 
have here a new situation with 
new background and' new tradi
tions, and that therefore what 
resul,ts will be something new? 
Why should we try to cut out 
farmers to someone else's pattern? 

Let us come down to practical 
matters. The least common deno
minator of European rural Catho
lic culture at present seems to be a 
strong parish life into which al
most all the activities of the par
ishioners are drawn. Almost 
everything is a social function and 
every social function is connected 
in some way with the parish. 

With this ideal before us there 
has been a tendency among us to 
think that we can only create a 
Catholic culture here by reproduc
ing this situation. The way to win 
the farmer and to make him con
tented, we think, is to socialize 
him, to teach him to be gregarious; 
in other words, to make him over. 
And we can do this if he is young. 
We can easily make him love to 
be with a crowd. We can get 
him to delight in commun~l 
entertainments, in study proJ
ects, in clubs. The only troU
ble is that when our program bas 
got into full swing we so often 
find that our brightest boy decides 
to be a research scientist; the cor
net player in our band signs up 
with a dance orchestra, and the 
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felllinine l~ad in our dramatic pro
duction hnes out for HoUywood. 
Our immediate goal was a great 
sUccess; we interested the young 
people in a program of activities. 
But the ultimate goal. the creation 
ofa rural culture, was as far away 
as ever. 

Assuming that a community life 
was what was wanting to the 
farmer to make him contented, and 
that parish activities were the ideal 
means of supplying this need, we 
have tended to regard increased 
organization as the solution of the 
problem. But the multiplication of 
organization and communal activ~ 
ity creates a system which is the 
very ant~thesis of the American 
farmer's traditional way of life. If 
he is to be won over to this new 
way it can be only by a giving up 
of the old, and this is rather risky 
business, for once you start a break 
in the tradition of any social class, 
you cannot tell where it will stop. 
There are many men on the streets 
today who are uprooted farmers, 
and we do not want any more of 
them. Therefore it might be wise 
to go slow In trying to change 
the farmer. 

So much for the warning. Now 
as to the suggestion, which I offer 
simply as one man's idea, with not 
t60 much assurance myself that it 
will work. 

It may be that what is lacking 
in the life of the American farmer 
is not community life but God. 
That is, the trouble may be reli~ 
gious rather than sociological. It 
is possible . that if the farmer had 
the strong religious foundation 
that he once had, his own kind of 
life would once more be a con~ 
tented one, and an indigenous 
Christian culture could be built up 
on our soil in conformity with our 
OWn conditions and traditions. 

It has been the case before that 
When a people became Christian, 
their peculiar characteristics, unless 
they Were positively vicious, were 
not eradicated but consecrated. 
\Vhy could it not be so again? 

'. 

(Continued on page 28) 
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FATHER CAREY .... A COUNTRY 
dENTLEMAN 

(The Rev. Thomas R. Carey, LL.D., pastor of St. Thomas' Church, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, and chaplain of St. Mary's Chapel at the Univer
sity of Michigan, died at sea en route to Havana on May 2. Father Carey 
was the first president of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference. The 
Rev. Rupert A. Dakoske, for some years associated with Father Carey in 
the latter's apostolic works in the Archdiocese of Detroit, writes this 
appreciation of a truly profitable servant in the Lord's vineyard.-ED.) 

At the second annual convention of the Catholic Rural 
Life Conference held in Milwaukee (1924) this infant 
organization entrusted its future into the hands of a zealous 
country pastor, Father Thomas Carey, of Lapeer, Michigan .. 

Both the parish and the pastor of Lapeer were noted 
for their interesting antecedents. Lapeer had been the birth~ 
place of the Catholic Church Extension Society founded by 
the present Bishop of Oklahoma, the Most Reverend Francis 
C. Kelley, D.D. When the latter conceived the idea of a mis~ 
sion plan in which young priests would labor from a central 
house under the direction of an experienced leader, the head 
of the Extension Society immediately perceived the natural 
aptness of his former parish as a "proving ground." Indus
trialism had come to the diocese of Detroit, and the pressing 
needs of a rapidly growing metropolis demanded that most 
of the available priestly man~power be concentrated in the 
smaI1 area of a big city. The rural church could not be suffi~ 
ciently manned to meet the religious needs of a people living 
in a new age. Consequently Lapeer and its missions "had 
gone to seed." Msgr. Kelley felt that his new idea would 
find fertile ground for a successful demonstration in the 
parish of Lapeer. He realized full well that the success 
of his project depended largely upon capable and sympa~ 
the tic leadership. He felt that the pastor of St. John's, 
Michigan, the Rev. Thomas Carey, possessed all the neces~ 
sary qualities to make his plan a success. 

What Father Carey accomplished in Lapeer is history. It 
is true that the grace of God was the prime factor of the suc~ 
cess achieved. But Divine Providence works through second~ 
ary agents. Father Carey always insisted that "the Commun~ 
ion table is the final test of faith." Though the attendance at 
Sunday Mass did not quite double during the five years of 
the experiment, the number of Holy Communions almost 
quadrupled. Perhaps the outstanding feature of the Lapeer 
Plan was the regular, systematic, understanding visitation of 
every Catholic family. These calls were not social; they were 
instructive. Father Carey understood the teaching of the Good 
Shepherd and he taught his fellow priests by example and by 
word to come to an understanding knowledge of the sheep 
entrusted to their care. He realized that the lasting success of 
the work depended in a great measure on the training of the 
youth. With untiring zeal and unbounded charity he gathered 
the children of his flock for their weekly instruction in the 
sacred truths. To the poor he was always a father kind and 
patient. To those outside the one true fold he was the chari~ 
table defender of truth. To the priests who labored with him 
he was a self~sacrificing leader gentle but firm. To me he 
was truly Father Carey. 

That the Catholic Rural Life Conference prospered is 
due, at least in some small measure, to Father Careys inspir~ 
ing leadership and to his tireless energy. He guided the Cath~ 
olic Rural Life Movement through two precarious years, years 
filled with joys and disappointments but years never regretted. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA LOOKS 

TO ITS RURAL YOUTH 

BRITISH COLUMBIA is rarely 
thought of as a farming prov

ince. In fact, the value of the 
net production in agriculture in 
relation to the total net produc
tion for the whole province is 
lower than any of the other Cana
dian provinces. Fishing, lumber
ing and minting has been more 
widely publicized than have its 
agricultural pursuits. British 
Columbia, however, has in its area 
of 366,000 square miles, many 
extremely fertile valleys with cli
matic conditions well adapted to 
mixed agriculture and fruit grow
ing. In the northeast corner, also, 
there is a smooth· area, extending 
up from the Peace River block. 
Another notably large area of 
smooth terrain is to be found in 
the Lake Stuart district, traversed 
by the Canadian National rail
way, running west from Fort 
George to Prince Rupert. It would 
seem that the utilization of agri
cultural resources has not been in 
proportion to the possibilities. 
Transportation difficulties, no 
doubt, have accounted for much of 
this lack of development of arable 
lands. The expansion of cultivated 
areas has, likewise, been hampered 
by the heavy forest coverings. 
These facts all combine to cause 
the development of agriculture in 
British Columbia to follow the 
commercialized pattern of the era 
of economic liberalism in which it 
has developed. It is not surprising 
to note, therefore, that the incen-

Professor of Sociology and Catholic 
Action, Diocesan Director of Social Wel
fare, St. Peter's Seminary, London, Can. 

tive for starting farming grew, in 
the early days, out of the endeav
ors of the Hudson's Bay company 
on Vancouver Island around the 
site of Fort Vancouver. In keeping 
with its early beginning under 
commercialized auspices, agricul
ture received its next great impetus 
in British Columbia from the 
Caribou gold rush in the early fif
ties. The fertile valley of the Oka
nagan seemed to be the exception 
to the commercialized drive which 
has served as the impetus for the 
expansion of agriculture in British 
Columbia. In 1864, fruit growing, 
as a private enterprise, was under
taken at Penticton. Within two 
decades, however, the commercial 
enterprises saw possibilities in fruit 
growing as a commercial enterprise 
in the Okanagan Valley. The 
intervening years have proven that 
their forecast was accurate. This 
area has brought up a commercial 
reputation for its fruit production 
for home marketing and foreign 
export. . 

In the light of this background 
of the development of British 
Columbia agriculture, it is not a 
little gratifying and surprising to 
note that agriculture as a way of 
life and the socio-economic bene
fits of farming are, even at this late 
date, being stressed. The commer
cial solvency of agriculture as a 
pursuit must, indeed, not be over
looked. The farmer of today can
not be expected merely to live. He 
must not be denied the opportun
ity of making a living. There is a 
big difference, however, between 
the plan of agricultural expansion 

based merely on the profit 
an~ the program which stresses 
soclal benefits of rural life and 
ing, while not unmindful of 
economic problems. 

Within the past two years, 
ish Columbia has been shOWing 
wholesome inclination 
this l~tter form of a.gricultural 
expanSlOn. Under the duection of 
the Extension Department of th 
University of British Columbia

e 

the Dominion Department of 
Labor, Ottawa, together with the 
Provincial Department of Labor 
Victoria, has sponsored a progra~ 
of rural occupational schools. 
These schools are in the nature of 
classes of two weeks duration. 
given in different localities 
throughout the province during 
the winter months. The courses 
given have received the added sup
port of the Provincial Departments 
of Agriculture and Education. 
During the year 1939, approxi
mately twenty-five such rural occu
pational schools were held in more 
than thirty districts with an 
attendance of more than two thou
sand pupils. 

The schools are for young men 
and women between the ages of 
sixteen and thirty who are not 
gainfully employed. Young people 
living at home on the farm or in 
small rural centers and not receiv
ing wages are eligible. A minimum 
registration of not less than 
twenty-five young people, attend
ing regularly, is called for. The 
success of these courses is consid
ered to depend to no small degree 
upon the cooperation of local orga
nizations in the centers where the 
schools are held. For this purpose, 
a local committee is set up as a 
preliminary step towards the 

. organization of any such course in 
any community. This local com
mittee represents the different inter
ests of the district-farmers' orga
nizations, educational bodies. 
women's institutes, township or I 
village councils, board of trade. 
etc. The local committee so formed I 
is given charge of all arrangements. , ~l 
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sti~p as registration a~d prospective 
p~1>i1s and the securmg of accom
lllbaations. A room which would 
be large enough for a general 
assfmbly and for games and phy
sical education is required as well. 
Besides this, one or two small 
rooms for classes are asked for. 

It has been their experience in 
~ two years operation of the 
school, that students who live in 
the school receive the greatest bene
fits. For this purpose, the commit
tee is expected to provide for living 
quarters and a cooperative kitchen 
and dining room. By this plan, 
many of the students learn more 
about the principles of cooperation 
than they could carry away from 
mere abstract lectures upon the sub
ject, given in the classrooms. 

The courses of instruction are 
of a practical nature, with equally 
practical demonstration. The agri
cultural courses include studies in 
soil, crop, seed growing, livestock, 

FOUND IN THE 
EDITOR'S MAIL • • • 

"Thank you for your invitation 
to become a member of the Confer
ence. I do not know whether my 
being a non-Catholic would render 
my acceptance unwelcome. I am 
neuter, being also, non-Protestant. 

"Agrarianism and decentralism 
are of great interest to me. I have 
read the works of Belloc, Chester
ton, and Penty, as well as Agar, 
Tate, Cauley, Borsodi and others 
on this subject. I am a subscriber 
to Free America and, some years 
ago I had a brief, but pleasant 
correspondence with Mr. Ralph 
Adams Cram, whom I regard as a 
grand man. 

"I have studied the economic 
problem from every angle that my 
slender intellectual resources would 
permit, and I am strongly per-

dairying, poultry, horticulture and 
practical farm mechanics. Special 
courses are provided on the princi
ples of cooperation, credit unions, 
public speaking, dramatics, com
munity leading, music apprecia
tion, vocational guidance, family 
relationships and practical psychol
ogy. Those courses seem designed 
to stress the aspect of farming as a 
way of life in contradistinction to 
the development brought about by 
profit motive farming. The courses 
for women include studies in nutri
tion and diet, food chemistry, 
cookery, serving and dressmaking, 
the principles of health and first 
aid as well as the fundamental 
principles of home decoration. 

Even the handicrafts which can 
go a long way towards the devel
opment of home interests, and the 
saving of cash ~xpenditures which 
mean so much to farming people 
in a pioneer community have not 
been overlooked. Courses are 

suaded that a reconstruction of 
society along the lines which you 
suggest is imperative. I believe you 
will agree that no society was ever 
entirely collectivist, or entirely 
individualist; that the vital con
sideration is one of emphasis. 

"It seems to me that it is an 
illusion that wealth can be pro
duced only on a collectivist, mass
production scale. Many things 
must be so produced. But, many 
commodities in the nature of con
sumers goods can, I believe, be 
more economically produced on a 
small, individualistic scale. Prince 
Kropotkin pointed this out nearly 
a half century ago. 

Oddly enough, Kropotkin's 
daughter, Princess Kropotkin, 
makes an interesting statement in 
her department in the current Lib
erty magazine. She says that she 
knows a banker who weaves all of 
the cloth for his own clothes. 
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offered in glove making and rug 
making. Spinning and weaving, as 
well as knitting handicrafts are 
taught. Even courses in carving 
and puppetry are included. 

An effort has been made to 
break the phenomenon of isolation 
which has been traditional with 
such a large portion of the North 
American farm development. 
Group games and folk dancing are 
made a portion of the curriculum. 
It is important that stress be laid 
on spontaneous group recreational 
expansion. Community recreation 
is an important factor in the devel
opment of a satisfied rural pioneer
ing district. 

So encouraging were the results 
of last year's occupational schools 
that the plan was extended this 
year to include a six-weeks course 
in training youth for leadership. 
From January 23 to March 16, 
1940, a special rural leadership 

(Continued on page 16) 

This reminds me of a series of 
articles which appeared in the 
Catholic Wodd some years ago
D. Marshall, I believe, was the 
author's name. He pointed out that 
if people began to use their hands 
again, for whatever reason, possi
bly they might become weary of 
paying out money to mass-produc
tion industries to provide them 
with the things which they could 
have more fun (and profit) pro
ducing for themselves. 

I am decidedly interested in any
thing that will weaken this snarled 
netwdrk which we call modern 
ciV'i1ization~anyith'ing that will 
take humanity by the nape of the 
neck and the seat of the pants and 
restore it to its rightful place in 
nature. Therefore, regardless of 
whether your movement is strictly 
for members of your faith or not, 
I salute you! [Membership is open 
to all.-ED.l 
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Bishop Ryan 

• The Rt. Rev. Monsignor Vin
cent J. Ryan, priest of the Diocese 
of Fargo, and president of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference, has been nominated by the 
Holy See to the bishopric of Bis
marck, in succession to the Most 
Rev. Vincent Wehrle. The cere
mony of consecration will be con
ducted in St. Mary's Cathedral, 
Fargo, on Tuesday morning, May 
28, and the ceremony of installa
tion will take place on Wednesday 
morning, May 29, in iihe pro
Cathedral of St. Mary, Bismarck. 

The elevation of Msgr. Ryan to 
the episcopal office is truly gratify
ing, not only to the clergy and 
laity of the State pi North Dakota, 
where he has labored with extra
ordinary success for nearly thirty 
years, but also to a host of friends 
and admirers throughout the 
United States with whom he has 
been associated in en:terprfises of 
national scope. His contributions 
to the philosophy and the program 
of Catholic action in the sphere of 
social service have been invaluable. 
During the long term of his direc
torship of the Fargo charity bureau 
-an institution, incidentally, 
which while neither the most elab
orately equipped of its kind in the 
nation or the most spectacular in 
its operations, is nevertheless con
ceded by qualified judges to be one 
of the best. 

Inasmuch as the State of North 
Dakota is an exclusively agricul
tural area, all of whose citizens 
think the farmer's thoughts and 
speak his language, the tasks to 
which the bishop-elect of Bismarck 
has had to apply his time and tal
ents, whether as clirector of dioce
san charity works or in his several 
other administrative posts, have 
been rural in their nature. His 
then has been a wealth of experi
ence with life on the land in all its 
aspects, and interpreting that expe
rience with splendid intellectual 
equipment, he has acquired a 
knowledge such as few men pos-

14 

sess, of the factors which make for 
farming success and failure . 

Msgr. Ryan's record of accom
plishment within the Rural Life 
Conference is an impressive one, 
and the more so because there is 
nothing of the spectacular about 
it. He has accepted his several 
responsibilities quietly, willingly, 
and to the enduring profit of the 
Conference until at Spokane last 
fall, he was unanimously elected to 
the Conference presidency. 

The Conference membership is 
honored in the elevation of its chief 
executive to the fullness of the 
Christian priesthood. It wishes 
him length of years and a rich 
abundance of the graces of God 
as he stands on the threshold of his 
career as the Bishop of Bismarck. 

Eighteenth Annual Convention 

• The eighteenth annual conven
tion of the Conference will be held 
in the week of September 29 at St. 
Cloud, Minn., under the patronage 
of His Excellency, the Most Rev. 
Joseph F. Busch, D.D., bishop of 
the diocese of St. Cloud. 

There are several reasons for 
anticipating that the forthcoming 
meeting will eclipse its predecessors 
in many respects. The convention 
city is seventy miles from Minnea
polis and St. Paul, at the gateway 
to Minnesota's lake region, famed 
summer playground for the Mid
West. The prospects of a few days' 
fishing before or after the conven
tion will appeal to many. St. 
Cloud, a community of some 
thirty thousand people, has excel
lent hotel accommodations and 
other facilities for the reception of 
hundreds of visitors. In the neigh
borhood are two of the largest 
Benedictine institutions in Amer
ica-the Abbey and University of 
St. John's at Collegeville, and the 
motherhouse and College of St. 
Benedict at St. Joseph. 

The diocese of St. Cloud is a 
strictly rural diocese. Its bishop, 
priests and laity believe in the 

excellence of life on the land. I On 
a series of pre-convention meeting

n 

conducted in several centers of t~ • 
ju~is?iction last April by the Rev. 
Wllham L. Mulloy, past president 
of the Conference, there was a 
splendid demonstration of interest 
in the Conference, its work, and 
more specifically in the national 
convention. 

The executive committee has 
reached its conclusions on the gen
eral structure of the program, 
many assignments have been made 
and accepted, and the local arrange
ments committees are already func
tioning. 

All in all, the St. Cloud con
clave promises to be a grand get
together of rural lifers. Most cer
tainly you will want to be among 
those present. 
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On the Administrative Side 

• The members of the Conference 
executive committee, meeting ear~ 
lier this month in St. Paul, were 
greatly heartened to receive from 
Bishop Ryan the announcement 
that he will be pleased to continue 
to discharge the duties of the presi~ 
dential office despite the new bur~ 
den of responsibilities he is to 
assume as the Ordinary of Bis~ 
marck. 

At the same meeting, the com~ 
mit tee accepted the resignation of 
the Rev. James A. Byrnes from the 
executive secretaryship, and desig~ 
nated the Rt. Rev. Luigi G. Ligutti 
as his successor. The executive 
headquarters will be retained at the 
present address, as will also the 
editorial and publication offices of 

the BULLETIN. Father Byrnes was 
elected to the board of directors, 
and will continue to preside over 
the destinies of the BULLETIN. 

A movement that does not move 
is no movement at all. Catholic 
rural ism is definitely a movement; 
evidence of which comes periodi~ 
cally in the need for an increase of 
administrative personnel and a 
readjustment of assignments 
within the Conference. Under the 
blessings of God our organization 
has made fine progress over the 
years in its program of enlighten~ 
ment. It has experienced growing 
pains from the beginning-and 
may it never be without them! 
The new division of work which 
the executive committee effects at 
this time will doubtlessly add 
strength to the Conference offen~ 
sive all along the line. 

Social Actionists at Atlanta 

• The first annual meeting of the 
Southern Catholic Conference for 
Social Action was held at Atlanta, 
Georgia, on April 14, 15 and 16, 
under the patronage of the Most 
Rev. Gerald P. O'Hara, D.O., 
Bishop of Savannah~Atlanta. 
Against a background of Papal 
pronouncements on the social 
question, an exceptionally well~ 
balanced program of papers and 
discussions was provided. Of spe~ 
cial significance was Bishop O'Ha~ 
ra's analysis of the Church's status 
in the South; an address on the 
Cooperation of Labor, Agriculture 
and Industry in the South by Mr. 
T. H. McHatton, Ph.D., of the 
University of Georgia; a session 
devoted to matters missionary in 
rural areas, at which the program 
of the PauIist Fathers of Winches~ 
ter, Tenn., was described by the 
Rev. James F. Cunningham, 
C.S.P. 

National conventions have their 
place in the scheme of things. But 
there is genuine merit in the less 
spectacular regional meeting, prin~ 
cipally because the participants 
apply themselves to the study of 
problems of intimate and daily 
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concern. We congratulate our con~ 
freres of the South, and we hope 
that the successful execution of the 
Atlanta idea will inspire our lead~ 
ers in other sections of the coun~ 
try, South and North, to attempt 
something of the kind. 

Rural Institute 

• In collaboration with the Bene~ 
dictine Fathers of St. John's 
Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, 
the officers of the Conference will 
this summer initiate an effort to 
provide systematic education in 
rural life theory and practice. A 
series of lecture courses, seminars, 
discussions and demonstrations has 
been arranged which should be 
enlightening and inspirational, 
particularly to the younger pastors 
in rural situations who sense the 
need of more specialized training 
for the rural apostolate. For fur~ 
ther details see page 3. 

C,mpliment to Monsignor ligutti 

• The Christian Rural Fellow~ 
ship, an important association of 
Protestant church groups who 
strive for the maintenance of 
respect for things of the soul 
among the Nation's rural popula~ 
ltion, has been consistently gra~ 
cious in its attitudes towards the 
Conference and its representatives. 
Latest evidence of good will is a 
luncheon arranged by Mr. John H. 
Reisner, secretary of the Fel1ow~ 
ship, in compliment to Monsignor 
Luigi G. Ligutti, past president of 
the Conference and recently elected 
to its executive secretaryship. The 
luncheon was held on April 17 in 
the Parkside Hotel, New York 
City. An impressive audience wel~ 
comed Monsignor Ligutti, who 
outlined the purposes of Confer~ 
ence effort and gave some detail of 
its performances in rural Catholic 
Action. 

The CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 
BULLETIN has a goodly number of 
subscribers within the ranks of the 
Christian Rural Fellowship. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA LOOKS 
TO ITS RURAL YOUTH 

(Continued from page 13) 

course was given by the Extension 
Department of the University of 
British Columbia as part of a 
Dominion - Provincial youth 
training program. This course 
was a free gift of the Department 
of Education to some 95 young 
men and women of outstanding 
ability, picked from the various 
centers which had conducted occu
pational schools during the previ
ous year. In picking the scholars 
for this rural leadership course, 
native aptitude for leadership, even 
outweighed the qualifications of 
~cholarship or attainment at the 
rural occupational school courses. 
Not more than two or three train
ees were chosen from anyone com
munity. Special stress is laid on 
honesty, reliability and devotion 
to a sense of duty~ 

For the sake of economy, these 
students were quartered at the 
Point Grey Forestry Camp-one 
formerly occupied by unemployed 
men on relief and practically adja
cent to the University campus. 
Most of the lectures in connection 

THE FATHER 

His little sons tag ever at his heels; 

with the leadership course are given 
at the university by the regular 
professors. The facilities of the 
university's laboratories were made 
available for purposes of demon
stration lectures, milk testing, ani
mal dissection, fertilizer analysis, 
study of soil composition and 
other methods of scientific 
approach to good farming prac
tice. Some of the courses were 
taken in conjunction with the reg
ular lectures to the student of U. 
B. C. Some of the lectures and 
most of the demonstrations were 
given over at the camp. The curri
culum is largely a projection and 
glorification of the course content 
of the rural occupational schools. 
Courses include animal husbandry, 
livestock and poultry raising, farm 
mechanics, agricultural economics 
and accounting and cooperative 
marketing for young men: and 
dietetics and nutrition, weaving 
and handicrafts, dress making, 
poultry raising and home manage
ment and first aid for the women. 
Problems in connection with citi
zenship and a rural way of life 
occupy an important place. Public 
speaking and physical education 

round out a fairly 
curriculum for both young 
and young women. Facility 
expression and thought, 
with a concept of 
organization for recreational and 
social purposes, form an essential 
part of the training of rural lead. 
ers. The. direction of the whole 
program IS under the supervision 
of Principal Kenneth Caple-the 
organizer of the rural occupational 
schools. 

The appreciation shown by the 
young people for the opportunities 
that such a course presents may be 
demonstrated by the classical 
example which its proponents love 
to cite. It is the case of Odin Hou
gen. Odin is a 6 foot 2 inch Norse
Canadian, rosy-cheeked, blond and 
raw-boned. Last summer, he 
learned about this rural leadership 
course and made up his mind to 
attend a preliminary course in an 
occupational school. He won his 
leadership spurs by the manner in 
which he promoted the organiza
tion of the preliminary occupa
tional school. Into strange territory 
in .the Francois Lake district, he 
peddled his bicycle over 200 miles 

THE MOTHER 

His lengthening lads devour with their dark 
Young eyes his very task. Intent, they hark 

Not for nothing is she sitting there 
So hushed and quiet by the fireside; 
This is the hour for which her body cried 
Throughout the long insistent day of care. 
The flamelight aureates her loosened hair, 
Is kind to aching shoulders. Drowsy-eyed 

To whys and whens and wherefores. When he wei Ids 
The biting axe or sets a crossbeam plumb 
Or mends a toy, they boast how they will be 
One day as strong, as deft, as kind as he . ... 
So sons and fathers shape the years to come. 

Mark how his feet avoid uncertain sands; 
How steadfastly his laden shoulders rise 
Through storm and dark, twin hinderers of man's 
Far journeying-and learn (0 sons, be wisel) 
How courage fits a stave within his hands 
And patience lights two lanterns in his eyes. 
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She lets day drown in night's compelling tide: 
Her hands, just resting, make a kind of prayer. 

Think not her weariness is bitter. Days 
Were made to task the flesh, but love she knowS 
Can lighten them in strange and precious ways; 
Toward the last dear task she rises, goes 
From crib to cradle seeing all is right-
Then leans her head upon the breast of night. 

Florence Hynes Willette 
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of rough roads and rounded up the 
quorum of twenty-five students 
required to open an occupational 
school. Hougen was successful in 
this preliminary course-the only 
one in his class who was. He sold 
his skis; his snowshoes, his saddle
horse and his fur traps to raise the 
price of his transportation to Van
couver. Needless to say, he settled 
down in earnest to get the most 
out of his leadership course. . . . 

Where the prospective trainee is 
able to pay all or part of his trans
portation and board, he is expected 
to do so. Arrangements were made 
to look after such expenses in the 
case of applicants who might oth
erwise be excluded because of the 
lack of funds. In any case, the 
maintenance cost of a student is 
not heavy. The camp was rather 
effectively conducted by the young 
men and women themselves. Being 
accustomed to the homestead 
chores and having already special
ized in home and farm manage
ment at the occupational schools, 
they found very little difficulty in 
conducting the camp on a coopera
tive basis at a minimum cost to 
each. The Provincial Department 
of Labor undertook to supply 
lllost of the equipment needed, 

including cots and blankets, stoves 
and cooking utensils, and so forth. 
This kept down the individual 
student's share of the maintenance 
expenses. 

Because of the scattered and dis
jointed organization of church' 
groups in the sparsely settled areas, 
it is thought that not as much 
advantage was taken as might have 
been by the church groups in con
nection with the occupational 
schools. The social benefits associ
ated with religious instruction and 
the aid which parish organization 
could supply, both in the matter 
of the social organization of rural 
life and in the development of 
leaders, might conceivably have 
been used to a greater extent and 
with definitely superior advantages. 

British Columbia is to be con
gratulated upon its initiative in 
this matter. It is not easy for such 
a vision to be conceived in the cul
ture which was born and devel
oped in a capitalistic economy 
according to the principles of eco
nomic Liberalism. What has been 

done in British Columbia with its 
small percentage of . agricultural 
production and a population which 
is largely urban minded, could 
with greater facility be attempted 
where there exist stronger rural 
traditions and greater agricultural 
settlement. If courses such as these 
were sponsored more extensively 
by Provincial and State govern
ments, the city-ward trek of the 
flower of our farm youth could be 
stemmed, while a rooting to the 
soil and a thorough rural culture 
could be begun. And only then 
will there be a chance for the devel
opment and extension of private 
ownership of property. Then, too, 
would we have less to fear from 
the forthcoming post-war disloca
tion of the socio-economic fabric. 
A steadying influence of such a 
rural culture upon the revolution
ary proletarians who will, no 
doubt, have such a loud say in the 
post-war reconstruction will be of 
little benefit to a sick, saddened 
Western civilization. Everything 
that can be done, to preve:\lt the 
serious dislocation should, indeed, 
be undertaken. 

ARTICLE II-OBJECT 

Section I-The object of this Conference shall be to 
strengthen and develop Catholicity in the rural districts, 
and to promote the general welfare of the rural popu-
lation. 

Section 2-To these ends the Conference shall study 
rural life in all its phases; shall provide a national forum 
for discussion of rural problems; shall endorse and spon
sor projects looking to the solution of these problems; 
shall develop a literature on subjects pertaining to Cath
olic rural life; shall maintain friendly contact with other 
rural life associations; and shall interest itself in every 
worthy effort to bring the blessings of wholesome living 
to our rural population. 
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THE DECREASING VALIDITY OF THREE 

ECONOMIC ASSUMPTIONS 

fl. t. B_ 

THE developments of the past 
decade indicate to me the need 

to reconsider some of the assump
tions underlying the economic 
ideas prevalent during the past 
century and a half. It has been 
assumed: (I) that the cities would 
continue to grow and work would 
be available for rural youth not 
needed in agricultural production 
on the farm; (2) that migration of 
rural youth to cities resulted not 
only in improving their material 
well-being but also contributed to 
the national welfare, because of the 
increased production of goods and 
services; and (3) that the farm 
family should concentrate its 
efforts on agricultural production, 
selling most of the farm products 
and buying with the proceeds the 
various goods and services the fam
ily needed. It has been assumed, 
furthermore, that this division or 
specialization of labor resulted in 
a larger national production and, 
therefore, a higher level of living 
for a large majority of the people. 

Each of these assumptions were 
generally valid, in my opinion, 
until about 1930; but they are 
now only partially valid, it seems 
to me; and if present trends con
tinue, they appear likely to become 
less valid with the passage of time. 

Let us consider these three 
assumptions in turn, in the light 
of present conditions: 

1. Decline in Urban Growth 
and in Opportunity for Rural 

Senior Agricultural Economist, U. 
S. Depaocment of Agf,iculture. 

18 

Youth. The birth rate has declined 
so rapidly in the cities that ten 
adults in the large cities (those over 
100,000 population) are now 
raising only about 7 children and 
in the smaller cities, 8 or 9 chil
dren, varying generally with the 
size of the city. Should the birth 
rate fall no farther in the large 
cities, the 7 children, when they 
grow up, would in turn have only 
5 children, the 5 only three and 
one-half. In a century birth would 
fall to about one-third their pres
ent number, and a few decades 
later population would decline in 
similar degree, unless there were 
accessions from outside. In several 
of the large cities deaths now 
exceed births, and the number of 
such cities will doubtless increase. 
These cities are now dependent 
upon migration from the farms 
and villages, or from other cities, 
for the maintenance' of their popu
lation. For the nation as a whole, 
the 1940 census will reveal prob
ably about the same rate of popu
lation growth since 1930 in the 
cities as in the villages or on the 
farms-about 7 per cent. This 
may be compared with 27 per cent 
increase in the urban population 
from 1920 to 1930. 

Nor is aggregate per capita con
sumption, at least of foodstuffs, 
increasing. The per capita con
sumption of cereals has declined, 
apparently, more than 100 pounds, 
or fully one-third, since the begin
ning of the century, doubtless 
owing in large part to an increas
ing proportion of the population 
in sedentary occupations, to the 
automobile, to styles among 
women, and to other factors. Per 
capita consumption of sugar has 
increased perhaps 40 pounds, of 
milk materially, and of green vege
tables notably; but per capita con-

sumption of meat has declined 
Totaling all foods on the basis oi 
eithe~ farm or retail prices, Or of 
cal ones, there has been a significant 
decline. Although a third of th 
people of the nation are "ill-fed

e 

ill-clothed, and ill-housed," th; 
decline in per capita consumption 
of foodstuffs, even prior to the eco
nomic depression, suggests that We 
cannot look forward to an increase 
with any confidence. 

Nor can we look forward with 
confidence to resumption in any 
great magnitude of migration to 
our cities from foreign countries. 

We should also note the greatly 
reduced migration from farms. The 
economic depression and retarded 
urban growth, with extensive 
unemployment, has greatly reduced 
the migration from farms. As com
pared with a migration from farms 
exceeding 2,000,000 each year 
from 1922 to 1929 inclusive, with 
a return movement to farms aver
aging about 1,300,000 a year, it 
appears that in 1931, the first year 
of the economic depression, the 
movement from and to farms 
almost balanced, and that in 
1932 there was a net migration to 
farms of 260,000. Since 1932, the 
yearly net migration from farms 
has been about half that in the 
pre-depression decade; and youth, 
both boys and girls, unable to 
obtain employment in the cities, 
have been backing up on farms at 
a rate of about 400,000 a year. 
The census of 1935 reported more 
than 4,000,000 unpaid family 
workers on farms, while in 1930 
only 1,660,000 were reported. 
Owing to changes in date of enu
meration and in form of question, 
the comparison cannot be precise, 
but the magnitude of the increase 
is significant. 
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The number of farms increased 
500,000 between 1930 and 
reversing the trend of the 

decade, but the number of 
living on farms in 1935 

had not been living on farms 
1930 was about 2,000,000. 

, perhaps most, of these new 
farinS were established by these 
'~ack-to- the-lallders," and were 

result, in large part, of the 
up of farms in· the areas 

the farms were already very 
notably in the Southern 

Appala~hian region, the Ozark
Ouachita area, southern New Eng
land, and the upper Great Lakes 
cutover lands. The increase was 

in the Corn Belt and the 
Plains where the farms are 

much larger, more mechanized, 
more commercial, more costly, and 
in general more productive. It 
appears possible, if not probable, 
that a declining national popula
tion may be associated with heavy 
population pressure on the land in 
regions of high birth rates, which 
are generally regions of poor soils. 

In the farm population of the 
Nation at the present time, 10 
adults are raising not 7 children, 
as in the cities, but 14 children. 
Should this reproduction rate con
tinue, the farm population would 
increase 2Yz -fold in a century, pro
vided there was no migration from 
the farms. Of course, the reproduc
tion rate undoubtedly will decline, 
but if the decline is a rapid as from 
1920 to 1930, it will be a third 
of a century before it reaches unity, 
and another third before it results 
in a declining population. 

If there should be in the future 
half as great net migration from 
farms in each five-year age group 
as during the pre-depression decade, 
1920-29-and half is consider
ably above the rate during the last 
decade, 1930-39-assuming also 
certain further declines in the 
reproduction rate, the farm popula
tion would increase about 2,400,-
000 between 1940 and 1950 and 
by about 2,200,000 more between 

1950 and 1960. (See Table 1.) 
Nearly all this increase would be 
people of productive ages, 20 to 
65. In other words, the increase 
in farm people in the productive 
age groups, and presumably, in 
number of farms, would be almost 
as great in the next ten years as 
in the last ten years, and almost as 
great again between 1950 and 
1960. The increase in farm popu
lation of productive ages would be 
23 per cent' between 1940 and 
1960. Most of this increase would 
occur in the South. 

The number of farm youth who 
are now obtaining farms probably 
varies in different states from one
fourth to three-fourths of all farm 
youth, the smaller percentage being 
in parts of the South. The other 
farm youth are facing the alterna
tives of becoming farm laborers, 
often on the hom~ farm without 
cash payments, and, occasionally, 
tenants, or of seeking a more or 
less precarious livelihood in the 
cities. A large proportion of these 
farm youth are not trained for any 

skilled city occupation and must 
seek employment as unskilled or 
semi-skilled laborers. Since 
machine power is replacing human 
muscle, and since most cities are 
growing only slowly and some are 
declining in population, the need 
for unskilled or semi-skilled labor 
is not as great as it was. 

The street railroads have been 
built, the telephone systems and 
other public services installed, 
while the number of people 
employed in manufacture of auto
mobiles has increased very little for 
a decade and is unlikely to increase 
greatly in the future. It seems likely 
that in most cities the number of 
new skyscrapers and factories to be 
erected will be fewer after the war 
demand ceases. The principal urban 
occupational increases in the future 
probably will occur in the services. 
-professional, personal, clerical, 
etc., particularly those connected. 
with the government. And if 
employment in the government 
increases, taxes will tend to increase 
and real estate values to decrease. 

Rural-Farm Population by Five-Year Age Groups, United States, 1920, 1930~ 
and Estimates for 1940, 1950, and 1960, and Percentage Each is of 1930 

I 
Estimates, t assuming % net migra 

1920 1930 tion like 1920-1930 

Po 1940 1950. 1960 ::s 
0 al ~o al ~o al ~o 1-1 ~o 1-1 ~o 1-1 1=:<" I=:C': I=:M Q) I=:M Q) l=lM 0 .0.' Q)O> 'S Q)O> 'S Q)O> .0. Q)O> 'S Q)O> 
Q) S 0 ...... 0 ...... 0 ...... S 0 ...... 0 ...... 

~ 
::s ai ..... ::s ai ..... ::s ai ..... ::s 1-1 ..... 

:@ 
1-1 ..... 

Z Il.tQ Z Il.tQ Z Il.tQ Z ~Q ~Q 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Unde;r 4 yrs. 4,143 119.2 3,476 100 3,451 99.3 3,505 100.8 3,252 93.6: 
5-9 " 4,113 108.7 3,783 100 3,112 82.3 3,422 90.5 3,255 86.0' 

10-14 " 3,979 106.3 3,744 100 3,248 86.8 3,245 86.7 3,346 89.4 
15-19 " 3,267 95.5 3,4212 100 3,589 104.9 2,953 86.3 3,304 96.6 
20-24 " 2,487 102.2 2,434 100 3,346 137.5 2,916 119.8 3,017 124.0' 
25-29 " 2,131 117.2 1,819 100 2,889 158.8 3,122 171.6 2,646 145.5, 
30-34 " 1,882 112.6 1,671 100 2,031 121.5 2,965 177.4 2,654 158.S. 
35-39 " 1,906 106.6 1,788 100 1,600 89.5 2,659 148.7 2,939 164.4 
40-44 " 1,601 97.4 1,644 100 1,534 93.3 1,90.2 115.7 2,835 172.4 
45-49 " 1,538 98.5 1,561 100 1,634 104.7 1,476 94.6 2,520 161.4 
50-54 " 1,266 90.6 1,398 100 1,479 105.8 1,393 99.6 1,760 125.9; 
55-59 " 975 87.8 1,110 100 1,351 121.7 1,434 129.2 1,314 118.4 
60-64 " 845 95.2 888 100 1,128 127.0 1,219 137.3 1,170 131.8 
65-69 " 599 92.4 648 100 838 129.3 1,041 160.6 1,126 173.8 
70-74 " 386 84.3 458 100 586 127.9 762 166.4 842 183.8 
75-79 " 228 88.0 259 100 342 132.0 458 176.8 587 226.6' 
80 years 

and over 172 91.5 188 100 261 138.8 352 187.2 479 254.8 
Total 31,518 104.1 30,291 100 32,419 107.0 34,824 115.0 37,046 122.3' 

tBased on estimates of Warren S. Thompson and P. K. Whelpton" 
Scripps Foundation for Research in Population Problems, Miami University" 
Oxford, Ohio. . 
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Only about 110,000 farmers 
are dying each year, releasing a 
similar number of farms, and pos~ 
sibly as many more are retiring or 
leaving for other occupations, 
whereas nearly 400(000 farm 
youth are reaching maturity each 
year. The number of youth in the 
Nation is at the crest of the wave 
-youth born in the peak years 
1921 and 1924, whereas employ~ 
ment is just passing out of the 
trough of economic depression. 
Remunerative work, the economic 
foundation of a family and of a 
feeling of self~respect, for the 200,~ 
000 frustrated farm boys not 
needed in farming, constitutes, in 
my opinion, the most urgent agri~ 
cultural problem, if not national 
problem, of today. 

That wonderful era of rapid 
increase of population, of the flow~ 
ering of the spirit of freedom and 
individual initiative, of agricul~ 
tural expansion, of exploitation of 
the virgin soils and rich mineral 
resources of a continent, with the 
speculation inevitably associated 
with such exploitation, of unpre~ 
cedented industrial and commercial 
development, of growth of cities, 
concentration of wealth, and rise 
of urban culture, is drawing to a 
close. 

The new era weare entering, 
judging from present trends, will 
be characterized by a search for 
economic security and stability, 
and by a drift from emphasis on 
freedom and individual initiative, 
associated with dependence on the 
family and occasionally on the 
church or lodge, to extensive 
dependence upon the State. No 
other agency, seemingly, has the 
power to cope with the conditions 
that are developing. 

2. Migration Promotes Indi~ 
vidual and National Well~Being. 
Let us now turn to the assumption 
that migration of youth to the 
cities improves their material well~ 
being. Prior to the depression, this 
was in general true, I believe. But 
the frequency of unemployment 
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and the inadequate food consump~ 
tion of cthe low income groups in 
the cities indicates to me that many, 
if not most, of the farm youth are 
now better off on the land. Dr. 
Stiebeling, of the Bureau of Home 
Economics, estimates on the basis 
of the recent Consumers' Purchase 
Survey that at least one~third of 
the people in the cities do not have 
enough good food to eat to main~ 
tain a high level of health (U. S. 
Department of Agriculture Year 
Book, 1939, p. 34 and pp. 303~ 
308). Among the village people 
the proportion is even larger. The 
best food supply is found among 
the farming people. This is true in 
the South as well as the North, the 
East as well as the West. 

We are becoming accustomed to 
measure level of living in terms of 
what the census calls facilities
radio, telephone, automobile, elec~ 
tric light, water piped into house 
-in large part, perhaps, because 
the census supplies the data. These 
are important, but more important 
are food and shelter; perhaps also 
those things without price, such as 
pure air and sunshine. 

Measured by these criteria, so 
essential to health and to durable 
satisfactions, the farming people 
have the highest level of living of 
any large group of people in the 
United States, except in parts of 
the South. 

I believe, therefore, that it is 
now open to question whether 
most farm youth moving to the 
cities, even. if they find employ~ 
ment, improve their material well~ 
being. It is probably safe to say 
that half the people in the large 
cities today have little wealth left 
other than a second-hand automo~ 
bile, some old furniture, and the 
clothes they wear. The youth who 
obtains employment in the cities 
will receive, in general, a higher 
monetary income than he would, 
in farming, but will also face cor
respondingly higher expenses of 
living; and if we had statistics, I 
surmise these would show that, in 

general, the btother who goe 
the city accumulates 'ess s 
than the boy who remains on 
farm. But in view of the 
If' ng s~ationlary national population, 
armmg . a one cannot support a 7 

per cent mcrease per decade in nu 
ber of farm families, without

lll
• 

decreasing production per Work a 
in all livelihood, and a decIini:

r 

level of living. We come, therefor: 
to the third point, which I shali 
call the diversification, as contrasted 
with the division of labor. 

3. Diversification Versus Divi. 
sian of Labor. I am of the opinion 
that the increasing proportion of 
the gainfully employed engaged in 
distribution of commodities has 
become so large, and the process of 
distribution so expensive, that 
farm families would receive a larger 
real income if they produced rather 
than purchased some of the fabri· 
cated products they need. Of the 
consumer's dollar paid for food, 
the proportion received by the 
farmer has declined from 58 cents 
twenty years ago to 40 cents in 
193.8 (R. O. Been, Agricultural 
Situation, Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, February, 1939, p. 
11;' October, 1939, p. 9). It 
appears that as the proportion of 
the gainfully employed engaged in 
agriculture and in manufacturing 
has declined the proportion 
engaged in distribution and the 
services has increased; and the 
income of these classes has increased 
more or less correspondingly. 

Several years ago I spoke at the 
Agricultural College of Minnesota, 
and as I entered the hall I noticed 
a table on which the Department 
of Home Economics had on exhibit 
twenty or more kinds of breakfast 
food. Cream of Wheat was labeled 
27 cents a pound, as I recall, Pills
bury's Best (or wnatever it waS 
called) was marked 25 cents a 
pound, and nearly all other brands 
ranged from 20 to 30 cents a 
pound. Beside these was a pack
age of homemade breakfast food, 

(Continued on page 22) 

MAY 1940 T H I: CATHOLIC RURAL L I F EB U L LET I N 

edn' 
eralll 

In~: 
waSil 
tere! 
geri! 
ity ~ 
eKdi 
yea~ 
tion 
wrdt 
SOrii, 
the;: 
otli~ 
the~ 

i~ 
COri 

was 
Mt 
StJ 
Iyl~ 
viII 
prtj 
eig 
H~ 
tli~ 

tic 
an 
brl 
en 
pi 
al 

T 



lUm· 

HONOR 
ENTRIES 
THE NATIONAL 

ESSAY 
CONTEST 

Ut a 
lrker 
ning 
fore'; 
~hali 1he annual essay contest, con
,sted Iducted by the Conference on 

a national scale, is an instrument 
)ivi. of proven value. It reaches tens 
lion of thousands of juvenile Ameri-

of cans, and many hundreds oftheir 
! in teachers, drawing their attention 
has in manner attractive to the bless-
! of I hat edness of rura living in its sev-
'ger eral phases. 

her In the 1940 competition there 
;~~ was a widespread display of in-

terest, and the judges report a 
~~~ general improvement in the qual
lts ity ofthe young people's literary 
In e~ort. An innovation in this 
:al year's contest was the participa
ral 
p. 
It 
of 

tion by city school pupils, who 
wrote with surprising intelligence, 
some in defense of the city over 
the farm and rural towns, while 

in others expressed a preference for 
19 the open spaces. 
ifl 

Ie 
Ie 
d 

In the senior division of the 
contestants, first national award 
was won by Dorothy Maureen 
MurphY"twelfth grade student of 
St. Mary s High School of Car
lyle,lII., in the diocese of Belle
ville. In the junior division, first 
p~ize went to Audrey Cooksey, 
eighth grade pupil of the Sacred 
Heart School, La Plata, Md., in 
the archdiocese of Baltimore. 

• 
We offer sincerest congratula

tions to the successful contest
ants for the distinction they have 
brought to themselves, their par
ents and their parish. We are 
Plle?sed to reproduce the nation
a first-honor essays herewith. 

NATURE, GOD AND 
THE COUNTRY 

National First-Prize Essay--Jun
ior Division-Audrey Cooksey
La Plata, Md. 

God created heaven and earth 
and then made man to His own 
image and likeness to enjoy these 
creations. 

The' wonderful arrangement 
and perfect harmony of the uni
verse convince us that it was 
planned and is governed by a 
Being of intelligence and skill. The 
earth yields everything necessary 
for man's well being. It furnishes 
his food, clothing and recreation. 
The natutal beauties with which 
the earth is clothed give man many 
opportunities for showing appre
ciation to his heavenly Father and 
help him to realize his obligation 
to God. 

A change of season brings a 
change of scenery and activities. 
With the first warm breath of 
Spring all nature is revived. The 
grass turns green, flowers gently 
raise their heads from the ground, 
trees blossom and the birds return 
from the warm climes to make the 
setting complete. 

Summer, with its warm sun and 
welcome showers promotes 
growth. Blossoms change into 
fruit and seeds into plants; flowers 
bloom in prorusion and scent the 
air with their fragrance. 

Autumn, with its message of 
warning changes earth's peaceful 
green into a riot of bright colors. 
Crops are harvested and supplies 
of all kinds are stored. 

Winter brings a complete 
change. Plant life dies and the 
earth is clothed in a mantle of 
white, reflecting the innocence and 
purity of Him who,se birth we 
celebrate during this season. 

Nature is God's handiwork on 
display everywhere but more par
ticularly in the unmolested coun
tryside. Here, nature is free to 
spread her charms, to delight the 
hearts of men, and to render hom
age to God. 
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COUNTRY LIFE OR CITY 
LIFE: MY CHOICE 

National First-Prize Essay-Sen
ior Division-Dorothy Maureen 
M urphy--Carlyle, Illinois. 

Stuffy, crowded, smoky cities! 
There is small place for them in 
my life. Who really lives and loves: 
and appreciates life in a large city? 
Most people go on living, but just 
living, without purpose or aim! 
Cities as they are now should never 
have been. People were not meant 
to be pushed together, jostled 
about, struggling for the very 
breath of life as they must in many 
congested sections. Small smoke
covered homes or apartments, 
where you bump into the kitchen 
almost before you're through the 

'living room, are the plight of the 
majority, and even those who live 
in better districts must breathe the 
same stale air. 

But the country, the town, clean 
and ample, where instead of indif
ferent stares, people give friendly 
smiles, where you're nearer to God' 
and picturesque stretches of farm 
land unmarred by begrimed facto
ries and homes-that is the life 
for me. Here God, not man, is the 
Artist excellent! Where in the city, 
men daily labor at monotonous, 
unimaginative employment in a: 
building as unattractive as the job, 
God paints for us with His exqui
site taste charming scenes: the blue 
sky where clouds like fluffy billows 
of whipped cream wander freely as: 
gypsies. 

The country is the "real" place 
to rear children. They manufacture 
their own play and need not worry 
that their yard is too small, that 
they cannot go to a park. They 
devise lively old ways, ever new, 
to amuse themselves. The country 
life is the most marvelous outlet 
there is for youthful spirits and 
energy. 

I am young and alive and long 
for thrills and fun, but not for the 
life of a "city mouse." I'm content 
to be the "country cousin" who, 
takes an occasional peak into the' 

211 



"big city" and bounds right back 
to the wide open spaces. Most 
everything except a walk through 
the park beckons to your purse 
there, but the country is free for 
us to find pleasure in. City people 
rush "slam-bang" all day long 
with little personal regard for one 
another. And where do they rush 
to? For what are they exhausting 
their bodies? Most of them rush 
because everyone's rushing. It is 
the order of the day; the product 
is nerves, nerves, tattered and torn, 
floundering, groping for a peace 
and calm not to be found in their 
environment. They all find the 
country betwitchingly beautiful 
after months in the city, and long 
to visit there. It can rightly be said 
that country people find a thrill in 
vis~ting the city, but the thrill 
wears off as a pencil from paper, 
leaving the old desire for country 
beauty and peace. 

Cities will never mean a thing 
to me. If ever I travel over the 
world as I long to do, they will 
be exciting stop-offs where I can 
view and exclaim over famous 
places I've read about, but I'll be 
happy to move on to the open road 
where imagination and a natural 
desire for beauty can be appeased. 
Comparing it to music, the city is 
the distorted music of a mad musi
cian; the country a smooth rhyth
mical composition of a genius. 

In short, I believe there is more 
beauty in an acre of country land 
than in fifty acres of besmudged 
city territory. And I thank God 
with all my heart for the beauty 
he has placed around us. I thank 
Him for His country, its every 
highway, its every byway, and its 
every home. 
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THE DECREASING VALIDITY OF 
THREE ECONOMIC ASSUMPTIONS 

(Continued from page 20) 

ground in a $10 handmill, or in a 
feed mill, which many farmers pos
sess, and labeled 2 cents a pound. 
This home-ground food contained 
the germ of the wheat and was 
high, therefore, in Vitamin B 1, 
which is removed with the germ 
in commercial wheat flour. This is 
the vitamin which, perhaps more 
than any other, is likely to be defi
cient in modern urban diets. 

Turning to the textiles, the 
advantages of home production are 
less marked. At Berea College, Ken
tucky, I found that the wage paid 
the students who were working 
their way through college by 
weaving woolen cloth varied from 
15 to 20 cents an hour. Around 
Boros, in Sweden, where I visited, 
a few of the 10,000 farm women 
who have been supplied with hand 
operated knitting machines for 
home use, the average pay per day, 
piecework, was 75 cents to $1.00. 

This seems small, but it meant 
apparently the difference between 
poverty and comfort. These fam
ilies lived in better houses than 
most families in the Corn Belt, 
and practically all had electric light 
and running water in the house 
and the other facilities of modern 
life. 

In Oslo, Norway, we visited the 
Norske Husflidsforening, an orga
nization established by a professor 
in the University in 1897 to pro
mote the development of home 
industry. It now occupies a build
ing five or six stories high that cov
ers a large portion of a city block. 

In this building I saw a staff of 
about a dozen designers at work, 
and learned that several hundred 
thousand designs of rugs, curtains, 
linen cloths, furniture, pottery, 
and glassware had been provided 
the members of the society scattered 
in the fishing villages as well as the 
farming areas of Norway. We vis
ited the dye room where wool and 

vegetable dyes had been 
from all over the World. 
showrooms were excellent 
ture, rugs, tapestries, 
pottery and table linen 
organization has recently' 
duced into farm homes the 
modern machinery for the 
of woodenware. 

This educational and 
agency is, in my opinion, the 
of an organization for the 
tion of home industry thJ:'a"t"uu'::!Ii!v. 
need in the United States. For 
appa~ently, the most difficult prob: 
lem m the development of hom 
~ndustry havix;g products for sal: 
IS not productIOn but distribution .. 

farm populat 
for income 
from agric~11 

regIO] 

In conclusion, may I note that 
i~ ;migration of rural youth to the iIffili~J"""'V" 
CItIes should be resumed in pre-de. 
pression magnitude, it would 
increase the proportion of the 
Nation's population having a low 
birt~ rate. and decrease that having 
a hIgh bIrth rate. Thus it would 1 .... ·,,,,,,,t1 
tend to hasten the decline in the 
Nation's population, thereby pro
moting a decline in the demand for 
farm products. It might temporar· 
ily relieve, but would by no means 
solve, the problem of agricultural 
prices. 

One less child per farm family 
and one more child per city fam· 
ily, if maintained, would hold l'u\';l111UUI..l, 

national population stationary, 
which is probably the most desir
able condition, for one reason 
because it would result in the largo 
est proportion of the population 
being in the productive age groups. 
But in view of the conditions of 
living and philosophy of life in 
the cities, the one more ch:ld 
appears extremely unlikely. 
Instead, a further decline appears 
probable. 

At the same time, progress in 
agricultural technique will almost 
certainly continue. Farms in areas 
of level surface and fertile soils 
seem likel y to become larger 
and farm population sparser, while 
in areas of hilly surface and poor 
soils, farms may become smaller 

and better t 
tecture and, I 
communion 
concern for th 
For unless pel 
to live for, tl 

Some may 
repeat itself, t 
to' the "old 
occurring at I 
as it has time 
-not exact!· 
substance. M 
returning, of 
Or less self -su: 
in~. The gr 
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population denser. The 
income supplemental to 
agriculture in these less 

regions is becoming 

my hope that modern 
civilization can avoid 
which has characterized 

VUl~a<lV"'" in the past in the 
of an intermingled 

and urban culture. In this 
l<tn.,,,,,,,,,,,n" civilization the rural fam-

",-,,,,,,,nlUI is not only an institu
for the reproduction of the 

also for the education of 
and the transmission of 

and culture from generation 
will . be retained; 

the old virtues of hard 
thrift, and honesty. For the 

of the family and these 
that have developed out of 

experience of centuries are 
to the survival of a people. 
spread in prices between 

and consumer will be 
and a larger proportion 

population engaged in basic 
The villages will 

more important and the 
less important than at pres
There will be much home 

associated with agricul-
with the electric motor 
providing the power. It 

be a simpler civilization in all 
1""'1U1V'UU. and some of the things 

considered necessities, automo
for example, may become lux-

But there will be more inter
and better taste in art and archi

and, I hope, more time for 
r-....... u·VlJ. with nature, more 

for the things of the spirit. 
unless people have something 

live for, they perish. 
Some may say, history does not 

itself, there is never a return 
the "old times. " Yet this is 

OCc.lining at present in agriculture, 
lSJt has time and again in the past 

exactly, of course, but in 
Millions of people are 

. of necessity, to a more 
. less self -sufficing system of farm

The great increase in farms 

during the past decade has been in 
"self-sufficing" regions and the 
evidence indicates to me that this 
is not a transitory cO.!Ildition. * 
Social scientists need, as I see it, to 
help salvage the good out of mod
ern urban culture and unite it with 
the good in rural culture, in order 
that the immense material gains of 
modern civilization may not be 
largely lost. 

In the development of this new 
"rurban" civilization, the people 
of the United States are exception
ally fortunate relative to natural 
resources. In our Nation there are 
about 2Yz acres of arable land per 
person, as compared with 1 Yz acre 
in Russia, 1 acre in Japan, about 
Yz acre in China, and ~ acre in 
Japan. 

Even in the Southern Appala
chians, the area of outstanding 
population pressure, 'this ratio of 
land to people is much higher than 
in many parts of the world. The 
total area of the Southern Appala
chians (south of Mason and Dix
on's line) is about the same as that 
of Japan, excluding Hokkaido, the 

*The decade of depression, 1929 to 
1939. closes with production at a new 
all time peak; but there are still more 
than 9.000.000 unemployed. Estimated 
production in December is at index 128. 
compared to the previous all time peak 
of 125 in 1929, and production in the 
last quarter has equalled the highest quar
ter in 1929 . Nevertheless recovery of pro
duction has not been enough to put the 
unemployed to work. • . . 

"In October. 1929. the Federal Reserve 
Board adjusted index of' industrial pro
duction stood at 118, and there were 
47,000.000 persons at work in the 
United States, with only 1.000.000 
unemployed; ten years later. in October. 
1939, the production index stood at 120. 
and there were 44.000.000 at work and 
9,000.000 unemployed. In these ten 
years, machinery and labor saving devices 
had replaced 3.000.000 workers. While 
these 3,000,000 jobs were eliminated. 
5,000;000 new workers were added to 
our working population. making a total 
8.000.000 for whom jobs are needed. 
These 8.000.000 new job seekers. added 
to the 1.000,000 unemployed in Octo
ber, 1929. make up our present army of 
9,000.000 unemployed."-Monthly Su,
vey of Business of the American Federa
tion of Labor, November-December. 
1939, p. 1. 
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area of arable land is nearly the' 
same (15,000.000 acres), the 
water power is doubtless greater in 
the Southern Appalachians, and 
the coal and iron resources vastly 
superior. Yet the Southern Appa
lachians support only 6,000,000 
people, while Japan supports 60,-
000,000. This IS a difference 
greatly exceeding the difference in 
standard of living. 

But Japan has a rice culture, 
with terraces built during centuries, 
while the Southern Appalachians 
has a corn culture. Rice culture con
serves, whereas corn c.ulture facili- . 
tates erosion of hilly lands. More
over, in most farmers' gardens in 
Japan, I am told, there is a shrine 
to the ancestors. The land is a 
holy heritage from the past to be 
handed "down to the next genera
tion undiminished in fertility and, 
if possible, with the fertility 
increased. And, aided by science, 
crop yields have increased greatly 
in Japan; whereas in the United 
States, despite scientific and tech
nical progress, the governmental 
machinery for the promotion of 
agriculture, and the powerful influ
ence of the agricultural press, the 
trend has been slowly downward 
for a quarter century. 

We need something in our 
Nation corresponding to those 
ancestral shrines in the gardens of 
Japan. 
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THE CHERRY TREE 
The world is filled with You! 
From what besides Your beauty could 

I have 
lashioned Rower buds? 
Tomorrow You shall have cherry 

blossoms, 
my Maker. 

Sister M. Madeleva 

n 

AGRARIANISM, COOPERATIVES 
AND THE BISHOPS' STATEMENT 

(Continued from page 6) 

real right or the so-called right is 
exercised without regard to the 
social aspect of ownership. the 
function of these resources to min
ister. directly or mediately. to all 
men as well as to the individual 
owners, an abuse which under
mines the individual aspect of 
ownership. 

Should society be asked only to 
regulate the evil condition caused 
by the concentration of wealth and 
monopolies arising from abuses in 
the ownership of resources? Regu
lation would, at its best, result in 
a mere alleviation rather than a 
-cure. So a long line of Catholic 
social philosophers. from the 
Fathers to the Schoolmen to the 
Popes of modern times. have 
insisted that the only adequate 
remedy for such evil conditions 
when 'they appear-as they must 
inevitably where God and His law 
are lost sight of-is a reform of 
the system of ownership to restore 
as the guiding principle the Chris
tian concept of individual owner
ship. 

The bishops perform the duty 
enjoined upon them by canon law 
of instructing their flocks when 
they declare once again: "Social 
stability rests upon the basis of the 
individual ownership of property. 
There should be more of it and 
not less of it, if our exsiting eco
nomic system is to remain secure." 
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Ownership. property, security • 
even the Christian social order in 
which they are bound up, are con
cepts that are closely related in the 
ontological and pragmatic fields. 
"Ownership is the right to have. 
use, and dispose of things (prop-' 
erty) in accordance with moral 
law." In accordance. mind you. 
with moral law. On a farm an 
absentee landlord may be the legal 
owner, but, by the very fact that 
he has rented the land and some
one else works it. he has lost the 
right to the first fruits of that land. 
By natural law they belong to the 
tiller of the soil and not to the 
legal owner. The real essence of 
ownership implies not merely a 
legal title to property; it means 
direct use and control of it. And 
the moral law requires that the 
proper end of its use and control 
be ever kept in sight. This end is 
satisfaction of the needs normal 
and natural to the actual or poten
tial station of the owner and his 
family and to the obligations jus
tice and charity have laid upon 
them. In other words, the right of 
ownership implies a right of use 
and control of property for a legi
timate end, the satisfaction of 
needs. But this temporal end is 
legitimate when it is a means to 
the ultimate end. eternal happi
ness. 

What form should this exten
sion of private property take? We 
have two main types, consumable 
and productive. The food and 
clothing I own are consumable 
property, the land I farm. the store 
I own and work in, are productive 
property. Most assuredly owner
ship of consumable property does 
not give an average person or fam
ily the security which productive 
property gives. Hence when we say 
that individual ownership of prop
erty is necessary for security we 
mean individual ownership of pro
ductive property. 

Do the bishops mean that stocks 
and bonds. insurance and bank· 
deposits should be more widely dis
tributed? The answer is found 
when we ask whether these are 

productive property and . 
they afford real ownership at 
in that form. Experience tells 
that if the savin~ wage they 
for were estabhshed widely 
increase of saving which 
result would be expressed in 
ance and savings accounts. in 
erative memberships and 
stock participations, and 
even in a wide distribution 
instruments like the 
"baby bonds." But how will 
savings of that type be used so as 
not to become an evil to the very 
wor~er hi~self by the necessary 
creatlOn of lmpersonal corporatioIl! 
where the funds have to be 
invested? Foreseeing this, the bish. 
ops point out that the danger 
which society faces in the present 
state of economic organization 
consists not only in the concentra~ 
tion of ownership and control oi 
wealth. The other great danger, 
they declare, consists in "its anon· 
ymous character which results from 
some of the existing business and 
corporation laws, whereby respon: 
sibility toward society is greatly 
impaired if not completely 
ignored." Civil authority, as well 
as social groups and individual 
members of society have definite 
responsibilities to act to overcome 
these dangers. 

To implement such action, the 
agrarian distributists urge that 
such extended private property, by 
and large, take the form of homes, 
preferably with workable pieces of 
land attached. together with the 
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of the tools of produc
the workers whereverpos

The, cooperator believes it 
take the form of shares in 

that are patronized 
by the workers, together 

a voice in the management of 
Another question! 

security come through leg
or through a mildly pater
government? While point-

that the State has the 
of providing for the 

good and "cannot be rele
the position of a mere 
or umpire," the bishops 
"it may not and should 

become totalitarian in attempt-

ingto fulfill all social functions in 
the way of economic planning and 
direction"-functions it would be 
better to leave to the smaller voca
tional groups. 

If, then, the claim of the agra
rian distributists that mass produc
tion is not the most efficient sys
tem of production, and the claim 
of the cooperators that the joint
stock limited liability company is 
not the most efficient system for 
the organization of production, be 
founded on solid economic fact, as 
we believe they are, it may be con
fidently anticipated that in the 
reorganization of Gociety in the 
direction of the Christian social 

order the practical programs of 
both these groups will be employed 
increasingly. 

How can the present social order 
be readjusted? A vision and an 
appreciation of the possibilities, a 
determined effort to realize them 
here, and there, then everywhere, 
a little suffering and some sacrifice 
in the shifting process, and the 
result would· be a readjusted social 
order approaching that which God 
intended. 

"We face a problem which 
requires for its solution intellectual 
vision, moral integrity and perse
vering effort." Men of good will 
will heed this call of Their Excel
lencies. 

ORMATION FOR THE RURALIST 
Ion· 
rom 

~:~ Joe, f· 1M, 
Itly 
~e1y 
~ell 

ual 
lite THE organization of the great 

wealth of· economic data relat
to agriculture so that it is 

available to the thinkers of our 
time who are struggling with 

me 

of prime importance to 
welfare of our people and the 

~f permanence of our State is the 
he ility of the Library of the 

of Agricultural Economics, 
is the economic branch of 

Library of the U. S. Depart
ment of Agriculture. 

In addition to the daily service 
performed in answering the 

that come to us in various 
Ways, there are three major means 
Used to organize the literature of 
agricultural economics and rural 

,--'!vn],,,,, and to keep the workers 
these fields informed. These are: 

J monthly publication (except 
uly and August) of a periodical 

-----Q L~btarian, Bureau of Agricultural Eco-
Olllles, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

entitled Agricultural Economics 
Literature, which lists, abstracts or 
reviews the most important publi
cations in the field of agricultural 
economics and rural sociology; the 
publication from time to time of 
bibliographies covering some part 
of the field of agricultural econo
mics or rural sociology which is, 
or promises to be, of special impor
tance; and the maintenance of cur
rent indexes and catalogues which 
make available promptly the sig
nificant material in the various 
subjects which combine to make 
up the subject matter of agricul
tural economics. 

The first of these three means, 
namel y the publication of Agricul
tural Economics Literature, may 
possibly be considered the most 
important. It represents the results 
of systematic searching for refer
ences to the publications in our 
field. As stated above, it reviews, 
abstracts, or notes each month all 
of the books, pamphlets, etc., 
received in the library. In addition, 
it contains several lists. The first of 
these is entitled U. S. Department 
of Agriculture Publications, Eco-

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN MAY 1940 

nomic in Character, which includes 
not only the printed publications 
of the Department but also the 
mimeographed ones. It is, so far as 
we know, the only comprehensive 
list of this kind in a single field 
that is published in the Depart
ment. 

The second of these lists, enti
tled State Publications, is compiled 
by means of a careful checking of 
the publications of the State Expe
riment stations, the State Colleges 
of Agriculture, and the State 
Departments of Agriculture. The 
titles of these are arranged under 
the name of the State issuing them, 
so that one can tell at a glance 
what new official publications have 
been issued by each State during 
the previous month. 

The third list, entitled Periodi
cal Articles, is based upon the read
ing of more than 600 different 
periodicals - dailies, weeklies, 
monthlies, and quarterlies. This 
work is divided among the differ
ent members of the staff who make 
short descriptive notes or abstracts 
for the most important articles. 
What we consider the very best, 
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ot the "cream," of this reading is 
organized at the end of the month 
under appropriate subject headings 
and appears as this list. Both the 
titles used in Agricultural Eco
nomics Literature and those which 
are not used are organized under 
subject headings and are' available 
for reference work. This publica
tion is mailed without charge to 
agricultural and other libraries 
which desire it and to agricultural 
economists, rural sociologists and 
economic workers in educational 
institutions and experiment sta
tions which are assisting the 
Bureau in the preparation and dis
semination of economic and soci
ological information. It is also 
widely used as an exchange for 
publications needed in our library, 
as editors frequently find it useful 
enough to be willing to exchange 
their publications for it. 

The second means by which we 
serve our clientele, and make the 
publications we have on a certain 
subject known to those interested 
in them, is through the compila
tion of bibliographies. Requests for 
these come in faster than it is pos
sible to compile them. We now 
have 83 titles in our series of Agri
cultural Economics Bibliographies 
and 9 titles in the series of shorter 
and less comprehensive bibliogra
phies which we call Economic Lib
rary Lists. In addition to these 
two series, we have a number of 
bibliographies which have been 
printed by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. We shall be glad 
to send a copy of any of them to 
the readers ,of the CATHOLIC 
R URAL LIFE BULLETIN upon 
request, as long as our suppl y lasts. 

The third means, referred 'to 
earlier, is the maintenance of cur
rent indexes and catalogues which 
make available promptly the sig
nificant material which combines 
to cover the subject matter of agri
cultural economics. The most 
important of these tools is our 
Index-Catalogue, which is a card 
catalogue of the books and pam
phlets on our shelves and in our 
files. It also contains cards for some 

26 

books in our field in other libra
ries. This catalogue is available for 
consultation by the users of our 
library at all times that the library 
is open. 

Among the special indexes main
tained in the library is an index 
to publications on taxation espe
cially as it affects the farmer. 
The publications received in the 
library which contain information 
on taxation are carefully checked 
and entries made in duplicate for 
items of interest. These are 
arranged by States and by subject, 
so that an investigator can find in 
one place all the references we have 
on taxation in a certain State, and 
also all that we have on the various 
aspects of taxation. 

Another current index arranged 
by State and by subject is main
tained for the publications of the 
States which apply to the subject 
matter of interest to the workers 
in the fields of agricul tural eco
nomics and rural sociology. We 
find that investigators are very glad 
to find in one place a file of refer
ences to all that a single State has 
done in these fields, as well as all 
that has been done by official agen
cies from all the States on a cer
tain subject. 

Another one of our current 
indexes is maintained by our legis
lative reference unit. The Congres
sional Record is read daily and an 
index is made of items of interest 
to the workers of the Department 
in the economic field. This is avail
able for consultation. 

Our library is a reference library 
and we are glad to have it used 
by anyone who is interested in the 
fields of subject matter which we 
cover. We cannot lend our material 
to individuals, but do lend to a 
limited extent to other libraries 
for the use of individuals. We are 
glad to give our bibliographies to 
those who find them useful as long 
as we have them in stock. With 
certain limitations, as explained 
earlier in this paper, we give agri
cultural economics literature to 
those who are working in the sub
ject matter field which it covers. 

We believe that the 
of printed matter by all the 
is one of the imperative 
our democracy-not just 
for its own sake, but 
help each one of us to be 
and happier and more . 
citizens. We believe that a 
page or even a paragraph 
cifically and definitely aids a 
or a man or a woman to 
stand a puzzling situation, 0 

work out an answer to a 
or local problem in welfare is 
the open door through which 
reader passes into a fuller life. 
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THE PEPPER TREE 

On a night the sun and the earth 
the weather 

And their brother, the wind, all 
together. 

And it happened while they 
slumbering 

That each one dreamed of a different 
thing, 

And then awoke: 
The wind first spoke. 

"I dreamed," said he, 
"Of a fairy tree." 

!' And I," said the weather, 
"Of a fairy's feather." 

Spoke the earth, "My dream 
Was all agleam 

"With rubies red 
Of fairies." Said 

The sun, "Mine made 
A fairy glade 
OF delicately woven shade." 

Then they laughed, did the sun and 
the earth and the weather 

And the wind, as they put their dreams 
together. 
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But I wonder if ever these gay lads 
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That the pepper tree on that same 
night grew. 

Sister M. Madeleva 

,\ 
y 
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from page 8) 

and recognized authorities 
field of teaching. During 

summer vacations the Cantonal 
authorities send their 

here for instruction." 

. "These professors do not direct 
practical labors of the field and 

unop,JI .. mov?" 

. "No, labor is considered menial. 
work in the fields and shops, 

the gardens and cattle sheds, in 
and vineyards, is carefully 

supervised by Brothers who are 
capable workers and who direct 

_.lllthej·I departments in close harmony 

EE 

'eren! 

ams 

rads 

leva 

.. 

with the professors of related sub
jgcts. This intimate union of what 
I'might call interior and exterior 
directors and professors who are 

of one religious order is, 
I think, the feature that makes this 

unique in Europe, if not 
in the world." 

We were leisurel y walking 
about neatly bordered roads and 
paths by now and could observe 
groups of students busily yet hap-
pily engaged at various tasks. We 
entered the barns, stables, sties
the most capacious I had ever 
examined, and also, by the way, 
the most clean and lightsome. In 
each place a group of workers 
would look up welcomingly and 
continue with their occupation. In 
most places I was not introduced 
to a Brother Supel"V'isor. I 
remarked this to my guide. 

"You see," he explained, "the 
students themselves are taught to 
supervise. In the course of their 
systematic training, every student 
has the opportunity not only to 
perform actually every operation 
connected with a large farm, but 
also to manage every group occu
pation. During the period of his 
management he must keep the rec-
ords and accounts as though he 
himself were the sole director 
responsible for the department. 
Every Sunday the classes meet and 
mutually criticize their manage

of affairs." 

"By the way," I interjected, 
"how long does the course of stu
dies and practice last at this insti· 
tution?" 

"Three years. There are fifty 
students in each year or class. They 
interrupt their three years with two 
vacations in such a way that there 
is never more than one class absent 
at a time. You understand that in 
the summer time. . .. " 

Of course, that much a city 
dweller like myself could be 
expected to understand without 
explanation. 

During the rest period after din
ner I became acquainted with other 
members of the faculty, and I was 
able to confirm my impressions 
and statistics of this interesting 
object lesson. The dapper Napo, 
leon-like head of the place led me 
to a reception room with some of 
his staff. He had someone bring a 
long and slender flask of wine for 
our dessert; it was from their own 
cellar, he stated. 

"How old 1S this establish
ment?" I asked. For answer he 
pointed to the date written on the 
now empty wine bottle. "1827" 
I read. "Why," I exclaimed, "that 
was vintaged in the days of the 
founder of our Society!" 

"Right!" he answered with a 
gleam of pride. "Our institution 
here is a direct continuation ,of the 
ancient St. Remy in France, from 
where we were obliged to transfer 
students and belongings when the 
laws against Religious Teaching 
Orders forced us out of France, in 
1903. This agricultural education 
is no new experiment, you see." 

One of the Brothers, the profes
sor of botany, took me to his 
museum. He had specimens of 
the plants of the world. In the 
course of our previous conversation 
he had learned that I had come to 
Switzerland directly from Mani
toba. "Here," he said, taking a 
specimen from a large case contain
ing sheaves of wheat on exhibition, 
"here is a sample of your Manitoba 
wheat, the best wheat m the 
world." And he proceeded to prove 
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his point by invoking many tech
nical arguments to which I had to 
assent, because I was supposed to 
have observed all these things in 
Manitoba, where that kind of 
wheat grew under my eyes. 

On my way to inspect the newly 
installed dairy, I observed the work 
in the fields once more. I was grati
fied myself to note the improve
ment I was making in the power of 
observation. I noticed some plow
ing in the distance. "They aren't 
mules; they aren't horses," I mused 
aloud. 

"No," chuckled my white
haired companion, "they are our 
prize oxen." 

"Oxen," I exclaimed, "how 
primitive !'~ 

"Oh, we have modern machin
ery, horses, and mules; but if, for 
example, these young agricultur
ists are going to manage planta
tions in the primitive colonies, they 
will have to know how to harness 
every kind of force in their service. 
They are the prize oxen of the 
nation!" 

"Oh yes," he insisted, when I 
raised a gesture of incredulous pro
test. "At the annual national fair 
of Berne, the capital, we must send 
specimens of all our products, live
stock, etc. Only, our entries are 
invariably marked hars de COn'

cow's. Otherwise we would capture 
all the prizes, as we used to in the 
beginning. " 

At the High Mass on Easter 
Sunday I noticed my mustached 
"servers" again in prim surplices 
and cassocks piously holding the 
Sanctus candles. I was equally edi
fied once more by the full student 
choir which outdid itself in Pales
trinic harmony and in the Grego
rian of Vicitimae Pasch ali laudes. 
I wondered when these agricultur
ists found time to rehearse their 
model liturgical programs. 

The great Easter days passed all 
too quickly, and I left the budding 
life at Grangeneuve to bury myself 
once more in city nooks and cleri
cal books, but with the most vivid 
impressions of a newly discovered 
kind of life. 
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PATTERN FOR A NATIVE 
RURAL CULTURE 

(Continued from page 11) 

Why could not our religion take 
these distinctive elements in our 
traditional rural life and make 
them strong. beautiful and holy? 

This would involve a consider
able change of tactics and a revi
sion of immediate goals, The train
ing of the individual in ascetic 
theology would have to take prece
dence over a program of activities 
not only in theory but in effort. 
in attention. in actual time spent. 
for we would have to make this 
individual use wisely and for God 
that independence which is a part 
of his tradition. If you; doubt that 
a type of character that is truly 
Christian can be produced with a 
minimum of community life. look 
at the Fathers of the Desert or 
some of the Celtic saints. We have 
plenty of material among the treas
ures of the Church to use in get
ting started on our new path. 

And with regard to the solitude 
which looms so large in the lives 
of country people: Perhaps. instead 
of trying to "remedy" it we should 
teach its value. When a young per
son finds working alone difficult 
our first reaction is to sympathize: 
"I don't blame you. Come to our 
party!" He comes. and for the 
future finds being alone all the 
more difficult. It might be better· 
to show him how this solitude can 
be the most valuable and beautiful 
thing in his life. a beata solitudo 
in which he can learn to know 
God and himself. Once he learns 
this. being much alone will become 
a source of great strength to him. 

Then the family. It is here that 
the greater part of the not too 
abundant social activity of the 
country people has been tradition
ally found. Social life in a family 
and among neighboring families 
is small in its extension. but it 
gives opportunity for man to exer
cise his capacities as a social being 
if that life remains real and strong. 
Therefore our task would be not 
to supply substitutes for a family 

life that is evaporating but to try 
to rebuild family life so that it 
would need no substitutes. It is in 
this connection. I think. that our 
efforts have gone most wide of the 
mark. We acknowledge in theory 
that the family is the fundamental 
social unit and that if the family 
is destroyed the whole social fabric 
will collapse; yet most of the 
things that we do are not calcu
lated to help the family. Rather 
they work in the other direction. 
Our activities tend to group peo
ple according to age or sex. not 
according to family; and. even at 
Mass. that holiest of occasions. the 
family is torn apart by corporate 
Communions of this or that orga
nization and by special times and 
places for children. etc. 

I am well aware that there is a 
real problem here. Family life is 
already to a great extent lost. and 
therefore it is easy to suppose that 
if we are to keep our people we 
must appeal to some interest not 
intimately connected with the 
family. But when we do this we 
confirm and increase their tendency 
to live their real life outside the 
family. and thus we are caught in 
a vicious descending spiral. Because 
the family tie is weak we do not 
hold people when we insist on its 
being strictly observed. and yet if 
we do not so insist it becomes still 
weaker. The end of such a spiral 
is the atomizing of society by a 
complete dissolution of the family 
bond. and if our theories are true. 
this will mean the breakdown of 
society. for all other social bonds 
are either artificial or temporary. 
Therefore even though it may seem 
to be expedient. the descending spi
ral is not the road to take. 

The only way to revitalize our 
rural culture is to strive to revita
lize the family. and the only way 
to do this is to put back into the 
family the important activities of 
life. Instead of providing entertain
ment and recreation outside the 
family. we must teach people to 
find their entertainment and recre
ation inside the family group or in 
an association of family groups. 

We must create a workable 
for educating our children 
the family (yes. I mean 
schooling in religion and in 
ing. • riting and • rithmetic.) 
must work to get parents to 
take ,the task and we must 
the civil government that 
practice ought to be not only 
mitted but encouraged. 

And above all we must 
the famil y a religious . 
a real working unit in the 
family of God. A type of 
worship is a necessity. The 
must pray together if it is to 
its oneness to an intense degree. 
And if it is to pray together it 
must have a scheme of devotion 
which expresses and increases the 
love of God for all its members of 
all ages. Cannot some saint come 
along and devise such a thing for 
us? It is perhaps our greatest need. 
When it comes I think that sing
ing will have a big part in it. Then 
at Mass and in Communion. where 
our devotion is centered. there 
above everywhere else the family 
must be the unit and must act 
together. If in its nearest approach 
to God the family is sundered how 
can anyone expect it to be inte
grated elsewhere? 

This suggestion that I have 
offered would if carried out cer
tainly require a revolution in our 
efforts and immediate purposes and 
would bring about a considerable 
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on the surface at least. In 
strong parishes we would 

to build strong men and 
families. The parish might 

denuded of its multi
the parish hall could 
with, and even the 

in its lower grades would 
longer necessary because its 

would gradually return 
who ought by rights to 
them-the parents. The 

could then, with a burden 
non-essentials taken oft' his 

mUUilU<.LO, become in truth a shep
of his flock. He could come 

his people in their family 
and could direct that life 

the proper goal. 

;,And what a blessing this would 
be! Reverend Fathers, our 'pastors, 

me , hear a cry from the heart! We 
for would much rather meet you at 
ed. our firesides than at a Bingo party. 
19-
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~re 

We would much rather talk to you 
and hear you talk about God than 
about the C. Y. O. dance. But we 
feel awkward in speaking to you 

I~~ , about important things, and we 
ch sense that same awkwardness in 

fOu when you talk to us inform
ally. Therefore we discuss the 
weather, and we are both the los
ers thereby. We do not know each 
other. Perhaps the more intimate 
a,cquaintance of priest and people 
which could be possible under our 
suggested scheme would in itself 
be more than compensation for the 
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activities given up. 

It will be long work, hard 
work, and probably discouraging 
work to rehabilitate rural society 
by this intensely personal means; 
but if we succeed, and if some indi
viduals and some families-per
haps only one here and there at 
first-are given the spiritual 
resource to stand alone and to love 
their way of life, then we shall be 
attaining success, and the tradi
tional agrarian culture of our 
America will be receiving a Chris
tian basis such as it never had 
before. 

CURRENT LITERATURE 
HOUSING IN SCANDINAVIA 

By John Graham, Jr., Cluzpel Hill, 
The University of North Carolina 
Press. 1940. $2.50. 

In this book is found an attractive 
story of what has been done in the 
Scandinavian countries to meet the 
great problem of housing shortages 
in city and rural districts. 

The book is divided into five 
departments, each devoted to 
important phases of the problem, 
and serving to separate carefully 
the important elements of the 
whole question. The first division 
deals with the importance of land 
as the base of economic life and 
the source of production, showing 
how the various Scandinavian 
countries and their separate muni
cipalities met the question of ac
quiring land to forestall specula
tion and exploitation. 

Then follows a detailed explana
tion of the mu~icipal housing 
development with city planning to 
avoid overcrowding, to foresee the 
city development, and most impor
tant, the eradication of slum areas, 
even to the extent of extending 
rent subsidies to the low income 
groups to bring about better living 
and sanitary conditions. Emphasis 
is laid on the care used that private 
ownership and private construction 
would not be destroyed. 

The third chapter is an illumi
nating account of the operation of 
housing societies, which are coop
eratives, for the purpose of improv
ing the housing of those above the 
lowest income group, and even 
amongst the higher brackets. 

The fourth chapter is of parti
cular interest 1)0 1fu.ose of the 
National Catholic Rural Life work, 
for it deals entirely with the rural 
resettlement. It opens with a most 
instructive outline of the history of 
Scandinavia for the purpose of giv
ing a better understanding of the 
background of the great land hold
ings which pauperized the small 
operators. 

Whereas land ownership was 
vested in a very few hands, the 
progressive governments have fol
lowed a program that has suc
ceeded, through small holdings and 
subsistenc·e farms, in reducing ten
ancy to less than twenty per cent, 
as compared with fortyl-five per 
cent in the United States. 

This has been accomplished by a 
long term plan of financing small 
farms over a period of years and 
intensive agricultural education. 

An outstanding point is made by 
the author when he shows that the 
drift of young people to the cities 
of Scandinavia has been almost 
entirely from the families of those 

who are not land owners, but land 
laborers without any attachments 
to the land. 

Cooperatives are stressed as one 
of the most important factors in 
the success of these small holdings, 
and to show the extent of this 
ninety-two per cent of all Danish 
farmers belong to some producer 
cooperatives, and more than one
third buy through consumer coop
eratives. It is in this manner that 
they are able to protect themselves 
from the larger operators of land. 

Absentee ownership, as we see it 
in our country, and which has con
tributed to the army of migratory 
workers which are causing such 
concern, is almost wiped out, as 
noted by the figures above that less 
than twenty per cent of the farms 
in all the Scan dina via farms are 
operated by tenants. 

Some will complain that the state 
is interfering with private owner
ship, but the truth is that the pro
gram has succeeded in increasing 
ownership to such a degree that it 
has stabilized the whole structure 
of these countries. 

The book was written, of course, 
before the present invasion of Scan
dinavia. It is one of the most read
able on the subject that can be 
found, and should be in the library 
of anyone interested in the better
ment of living conditions in this 
or any other country.-G. E. 

• 
PRACTICAL FA&MING 
FOR BEGINNERS 

By H. A. Highstone. Harpers, N. Y. 
1940. 195 pp. $2.50. 

There are some very practical 
problems confronting people in the 
city who desire to go back to the 
land as a means of full time or part 
time living-problems that can 
become quite disillusioning to the 
"land-of-milk-and-honey" agrar
ian, but which must be faced sooner 
or later. There are, for example, the 
all-important problems of selecting 
land, of planning the subsistence 
farm, of knowing the major crops 
to be produced thereon, of laying 
out a vegetable garden, of purchas
ing the necessary tools, of knowing 
how much capital is required, and 
a dozen other techniques vital to 
subsistence farming, such as sew
age, lighting, milk and cream, 
plantings, care of livestock, water 
supply, and so forth. 

To the high praise of Mr. High
stone let it be said that he succeeds 
in solving these very problems in 
the most thoroughly practical treat-
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ment of subsIstence farming which· 
this reviewer has seen to date. The 
author is a city-bred man who took 
up farming· for a living and discov
ered how to make it pay-not with
out some rather trying first-hand 
experience. His book is one of hard
boiled facts and not just another 
romantic· account of a back-to-the
land venture. It should be worth its 
weight in silver to those who give 
thought to leaving the city for the 
land, and it should be almost 
equally worthwhile to those already 
on the land. Certainly its delightfu} 
sanity will save such persons an 
amount of headaches, and perhaps . 
a few heartaches too. The book is 
thoroughly recommended to BUL
LETIN readers.-A. J. M. 

• 
RURAL ROADS 
TO SECURITY 

By Rt. Rev. Msgr. Luigi G. LilJutti 
and Rev. John C. Rawe. The Bruce 
Publishing Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 
$2.75. 

The publisher's advance notice 
informs us that Rural Roads to 
Security represents the lifework of 
two men profoundly acquainted and 
in practical touch with the field of 
modern rural sociology. No group 

can be more convinced of this than 
the readers of the BULLETIN, .1:10 
whom both authors are intimately 
known; nor will it be difficult for 
them to tell where one writer leaves 
oft' and the other beginS. 

Father Rawe as the scholar, Msgr. 
Ligutti as the dynamic leader, is a 
perfect combination; and the col
laboration totals up not. only to a 
popular treatise but to that much 
desired thing-a textbook which 
breathes and moves and yet loses 
none of the thorough documenta
tion and scientific approach neces
sary for the student. This reviewer, 
for one, remembering the usual 
mode of textbooks in his college 
days, is quite sure that he would 
have greeted a text as this with an 
interest and enthusiasm bordering 
on amazement . 

The authors synthesize the con
lient of practically all the agrarian, 
decentralist and Catholic rural 
thought of the past ten years, and 
infiltrate into it a magnificent 
appraisal of the spiritual values 
inherent in agrarianism. In their 
appraisal lies their greatest accom
plishment. For this reason, alone, 
no Catholic student in sociology or 
economics can overlook what the 
book has to say. 

The volume is divided into three 
parts. The first deals succinctly with 
the evils of Industrialism and Cen
tralization, showing how their legi-
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timate sons Mass PrOduction 
Proletarianism have 
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ily Holdings and all the 
necessarily follow Such a 
tLon. Chapter One: The 
Struggle for Liberty, is 
the purchase price of the 

Part Two presents the 
The Home on the Land; 
Homesteading; SubSistence 
ing and Part Time 
special section on the 
Homestead Project. 

Part Three is a thorough 
sion of the practical 
can help bring about the 
end. All of them culminate 
central theme of saving 
and of rebuilding that 
germ" of democracy, the family. 

This is followed by eight 
dices outlining the work accom. 
plished by The School of Living at 
SufIeIm, N. Y.; the Van Houten 
Fields Plan at West Nyack, N. Y: 
the Nova Scotia Cooperatives St 
Teresa's . Village in Alabama,' and 
others. 

Msgr. Ligutti and Father Rawe in 
this labor of love have indeed pre· 
pared and nurtured the soil of a 
new freedom. No higher praise 
could be given them than to express 
the hope that their book will be the 
seed bringing forth fruit a hun
dredfold.-H. L. B. 
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RURAL ROADS 
TO SECURITY 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Luigi Ligutti 
and the Rev. lohn C. Rawer S.l. 

Two men, thoroughly steeped in the 
significance and rich tra,ditions of 
rural life here propose a timely and 

common-s.ense campaign for restoring 
the American countryside to a land of 
independent people and happy homes. 
It can be done, they say, if everyone 
pulls together. $2.75 
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