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CULTURE· AN 

/lIRPLANE SURVEY 

,. t. 'Rowe, S. ,. 

THE airliner in which ~e ~re 
seated is ready to take off m au

lane No. I at the Chi~ago airport. 
We take this journey m order that 
we may have a more inclusive view 
of our many cities and the vast 
expanse of our agricultural lands. 
Our pilot sails to the northea~t. 
The plane settles down to a crUIS
ing speed. W e <:~serve and refl~ct 
on social conditIOns and socIal 
needs. In this Northeast region we 
see many of the ninety-six largest 
metropolitan districts, ninety -six 
highly congested points for mass
production, where more than half 
of our people are massed together. 

Long food trains from the dis
tant West and South rush into this 
region. The south and the west
bound trains are distributing the 
industrial goods produced in the 
northeast region. In these urban 
centers most of the two hundred 
giant corporations who own more 
than half the assets of mass pro
duction enterprise a,nd carryon 
eighty per cent of all industrial 
business have their giant plants 
and their giant central offices. 
Although . five million Americans 
OWn the stock and divide the prof
its, yet the real control. the desti
nies, the policies of these compa
nies affecting prices, wages, 
employment, rest in the voting 
POWer, the legal power of approx
imately two thousand men, the 
executives of incorporated business 
and a few rich investors. These 
men, men of capital and legal posi--Rev. John C. Rawe is professor of 
~ral Sociology at Creighton University, 
R maha, Neb., and co-author of Rural -

oads to Security. 

tion, manipulate the mass produc
tion merry-go-round. 

We see thousands upon thou
sands going into the giant factories 
of this region. More than half of 
all the factory jobs are concen
trated here. Also more than half 
of the bank resources of the nation 
are stacked up in this area. 

Our plane is now probably 
above farm lands, owned by banks 
and land companies. The Metro
politan Life Insurance Company 
owns an agricultural empire' which 
contains enough land to make a 
mile-wide farm from New York 
to Los Angeles. In many states 
insurance companies own as many 
as twelve counties or twenty per 
cent of the land in the state. In 
most states land tenancy reaches 
above fifty per cent. 

Our pilot now turns the nose 
of the airliner to the southland. 

We look back upon the con
gested housing, the families living 
in brick caves and canyons of steel 
and stone. We note the gigantic 
size of the belching factories. We 
think of the millions of men, 
women and children entirely 
dependent upon the low wage 
incomes from the subdivided, 
dehumanized, unskilled, monoton
ous jobs. More than half of our 
people completely industrialized, 
completely urbanized! For we 
noticed their houses were backed 
up against the smoking factories, 
side by side. Very few of the homes 
looked productive. Most of them 
could not be productive, built as 
they are, apartment style and with
out acreage. We noticed vast 
throngs of women, mothers too, 

FEBRUARY 1940 , THE 'G.ATH:OL,IC RURAL LIFE j}UIiJ.:ET!N 

engaged in induSjtrial"wod<. ~nd 
office work. Our conclusion is that 
most of these city homes are mere 
shelters with their occupants living 
on a wage, from hand to mouth, 
owning no productive goods of 
any type, not even a little piece of 
land. Yet we see so much good 
land everywhere, and so many 
good roads that lead to it. Most 
of these factory families have an 
annual income ranging between 
seven hundred and seventeen hun
dred dollars. Hidden taxes reduce 
the amount to live on to the extent 
of two hundred dollars. 

We are astonished at this wide
spread propertylessness on the part 
of the masses, their complete lack 
of ownership, their lack of small 
holdings in productive properties, 
their complete proletarianism. We 
noticed too, the long lines asking 
for relief, waiting for jobs, the 
utter helplessness and dependence 
of able-bodied 'human beings. We 
noticed too the new crop of 
bureaucrats and the social workers, 
generous in helping people with 
doles, taxes, borrowed money, 
charitable donations, but with very 
little knowledge or ability in the 
good work of teaching people how 
to help themselves. 

In these urban areas we did not 
see many children at their play 
out-of-doors. We recall what has 
been published about the shrinking 
urban families, the twenty per cent 
deficits in birth rates in cities over 
100,000, the six per cent deficits in 
cities of less than 100,000, the 
childless couples, the one-child cou-

(Continued on page 2) 

" 

lilt is too soon yet ... to say that 
every man who cannot find employ
ment, but who can find uncultivated 
land, shall be at liberty to cultivate it, 
paying a moderate rent. But it is not 
too soon to provide by every possible 
means that as few as possible shall be 
without a little portion ofland. The 
small land-owners are the most preci
ous portion of the state. " , 

Thom.s Jefferson 1785 
m 



AGRICULTURE - AN 
AIRPLANE SURVEY 

pIes, and the two-child couples, the 
family shrinkage from eight chil
dren to ,2.5 children. And we 
wonder what will happen to the 
race as it takes its place in the 
mass production merry-go-round. 

But now we are in the South. 
Far beneath us, we see the paintless 
shacks, and we notlice deep red 
gashes everywhere breaking up the 
quiet, laughing green of the south
land. Something is destroying this 
country, rich in soil and climate. 
What is it? Can it be tenancy? 
Yes. Sharecropping? Sharecropping 
for what? Always the same old 
thing, cotton. Both owners and 
t-enants have for years followed 
urban processes, factory processes, 
commercial processes, treating the 
land as though it were a mine, 
blasting its fertility, and moving 
on, or staying on in rags. A poor 
land-this rich land-' made poor 
by commercial farming, by greed, 
by absentee and concentrated land 
ownership. 

We notice some few farms 
equipped with adequate farm 

. buildings and with fields devoted 
to a variety of crops and livestock. 
These may be the plant-to-prosper 
farms, family owned farms with 
diversified agriculture, which a 
number of families have set up in 
these regions within recent years. 
However, the percentage is very 
small. Here in the South in most 
counties the family land owner-

SPRING PLOUGHING 
Florence Hynes Willette 

Plunge the ploughshare de~p; 
Straight mUst the furrow fall, 
Black must the furrow lay, 
Bladed from winter sleep. 
Strong be the goa,ding hand, 
Stronger the matched bay beasts 
And the matched grays, between, 
Pulsing the plough's demand. 

2 

ship and occupancy is very small, 
not more than thirty per cent of 
the total land area. 

We notice a much greater num
ber of children in these rural 
regions, happy dark-skinned chil
dren and many wHite . children. 
We look at our birth ratio tables 
and find that in the rural regions 
everywhere the birth rate shows 
a forty per cent surplus. And hence 
these are some of the rural chil
dren who keep our national pop
ulation stationary, making up the 
city deficits from year to year. 
These are the children who are 
fed, clothed, and educated as best 
they call be by their good parents 
on the farm. Then in the early 
years of manhood and woman
hood, 'they migrate to the cities 
to keep the cities prosperous, to 
keep the cities from dying, to turn 
the wheels of industry, to give the 
dying' cities new blood and new 
leadership and new wealth. Can it 
be that these contributions of 
young men and women made by 
rural parents, in addition to their 
contributions in rents, taxes, inter
est, prices for industrial goods all 
calling for rural money for city 
hands, have reduced these parents 
to poverty and much of their land 
to barren waste? If rural abilities 
to continue to make these contri
butions are neglected, if rural life 
is despised, ignored,· mined out, 
eroded, destroyed by urban greed, 
devoured by the urban mouth it 
feeds, treated with contempt by the 
city fathers and their children who 

In undulating waves 
The black sods lap each other; 
Foot by narrow foot 
Are spaded up new gmves 
For the agile anxious weed. . . . 
Here will the wide ~rill scatter, 
The harrow comb and cover 
The aspiring seed. 

Prow-like the plough traverses 
Th'e acred sea's contour; 
Wave like the docile furrows 
IOOIl to the fence line shore. 

I 

insist on remCljining 
rural needs and the 
place that rural Uife must 
before there can be national 
being, then, the cities know 
to expect. How long' can they 
on with American agricultUre 
the throes of disaster, reduced to 
place finally where'it cannot 
ply the cities with raw Tn~·'n.' .. l' 
food, clothing, people, and mOney 

We are forever promoting 
cation. We have built OUr 
schools in the cities, always teach_ 
ing industrialism, always prepar_ 
ing the youth for urban careers. 
Our urban minded teachers bring 
the city curricula to the soml"What 
neglected rural schools where 
according to family statistics pro
portionally more and more chil
dren live and present themselves 
for training. Should we not in jus
tice give many of these children an 
education that would fit them for 
a better life on the land? Should 
we not in justice begin to help 
rural parents pay the bills for the 
many million children they rear, 
clothe, and educate and then send 
off to the cities with their blessings 
and money that' they and the cities 
to which they go may prosper? 
What about preparing teachers for 
the rural schools who can teach an 
intelligent, scientific agriculture 
and the art of making a home? 
This country is not all factory and 
office, as you can easily see as our 
plane skims over the vast broad 
acres. Are our citified colleges, in 
such a rut that they can arouse no 
interest in anything but the city 
and its hard, cruel life of trade, 
congestion, and proletarianism? If 
we are wise we will do more train
ing, much more training for t~e 
productive home with acreage lfi' 

the decentralized urban areas, more 
training for the productive home 

I on the land. 
As our plane crosses the South

ern Mississippi country we think 
of the food production and the 
happy family ownership, the rural 
life and culture that might have 
been in this land of cotton and 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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ICULTURE IN THE 

DECADE 

A" NEW decade has begun. n Agriculture in the United 
Stites has passed through a critical 
p~riod in the past ten years. It 
~gins the next ten with a blind 
hope that they will ·not hold a 
repetition of the drouths, the fore
closures, the disheartening prices, 
and the whole tremendous uncer
tainty which has characterized the 
period since 1 930. 

It is a blind hope because Amer
ican farmers do not yet know 
where they are going, or how they 
are going to. get "there," for the 
reason that they have as yet no 
realization of what is basically 
wrong. They are painfully aware 
of the precariousness of their sit
uation. They know the immediate 
problems, but no more. For them, 
the farm c!:isis consists of seven 
skeletons dancing on rural hori
zons-symbolic of the principal 
problems which have been men
acing them since the collapse of the 
golden days of tl}e early 1920's. 

1. Tenancy. Forty-two per cent 
of American farmers full tenants 
during past decade. Only forty
seven per cent full owners; half 
with mortgages on their property. 
N:umber of tenants increased by 
200,000 from 1930 to 1935, indi
cating trend. Government survey 
reads: 

The proportion of farms oper
ated by tenants who owned none 
of the land they farmed ranged in 
1935 from seventy per cent in 
Mississippi to six per cent in Mas--

Mr. Emerson Hynes is an instructor at 
St. John's University. Collegeville. Minn. 

sachusetts. . . . The number of 
counties wherein half or more of 
the land in farms was under lease 
to the operator was 403 in 1910 
... 1,107 in 1935. 

2. Mortgages and debts. Still 
the millstone around the farmer's 
neck. Total indebtedness cif farm
ers in 1930 nearly $12,000,000,-
000, or more than forty per cent 
of the total value of all their prop
erty. From 1934 to 1937 Federal 
Land Banks made 635,77 6 addi
tional loans, totaling ,more than 
$2,000,000,000. 

3. Taxation. All local, plus a 
large percentage of state taxation,' 
continues to be levied exclusively 
on property and land. Failure of 
land or property to produce income 
because of factors beyond owner's 
cop.trol does not alter tax. Toll of 
outmoded system especially heavy 
in states where one crop farming 
is the rule. From 1925 to 1931, 
109 of every 1,000 farms in Mon
tana sold for taxes; in North 
Dakota, 86; in Virginia, 70. 

4. Price level. Always fluctuat
ing, always incomprehensible. 
Reached record low for all com
modities in 1933 -34 . Artificially 
raised by government spending, yet 
£a:r from just. In 1939 wheat 
slumped to lowest price" in three 
hundred years at Liverpool. Col
lapse always imminent. 

5. Soil depletion; drouth; 
insects. Rebellions of nature raged 
in full fury during 1930's. No 
section of country but what suf
fered spme ravage. America's first 
prolonged taste of the payment 
demanded for abuse of soil, forests, 
and nature's laws. Erosion recon-
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naissance survey made in 1934 of 
nearly two billion acres of land 
reveals that only thirty-seven per 
cent of United States land is rela
tively free from erosion. E. Pfeif
fer predicts "a third of the culti
vated area of the United States of 
America is on the way to becoming 
useless." A 1937 government sur
very concludes: "Only about 
thirty-nine per cent of the present 
cropland area can be safely culti
vated under prevailing practices." 

6. Rural slums and rural pro
letariat. A problem far more seri
ous than ordinary man realizes. In 
1934 forty-three per cent of rural 
families on relief did not operate 
farms, were merely "squatting" on 
unused land. Official governmen~ 
estimate suggests that at least four 
million people must move' from 
sub-marginal lands to more fertile 
regions if they are to achieve a rea
sonable standard of living. Num
ber of propertyless agricultural 
laborers estimated at three million. 
Also two million share-croppers, 
with status worse than that of 
laborers. Army of migrant rural 
workers, about two million includ
ing dependents, with no security 
and no stability. 

7. Cultural deficiencies. "By 
and large, the countryside 1S a 
place of cultural barrenness" 
(Manifesto on Rural Life). But 
religious and educational oppor
tunities have increased considerably 
in the last decade. Extension work, 
various societies, improved trans-

3 



portaiion have combined to make 
this problem less pressing. Of the 
seven problems, the only one 
which has been perceptibly less
ened in the last ten years. 

Such are the apparent problems 
of American agriculture. Yet they 
are but manifestations of a deeper 
evil-the perversion of the true 
concept of rural life, the commer
cialism and individualism of Amer
ican farmers. The concept of 
farming as a way of life has 
changed to that of agriculture as a 
business enterptise. Emphasis has 
been on the production 6f one or 
more cash crops. The products of 
industrialism and the wonders of 
science have been utilized since 
1920 to destroy the last vestiges of 
the self-sufficient home. Diversified 
farming has almost disappeared, 
although it has experienced a slight 
revival since 1935. American 
farms average one hundred-fifty 
acres in size, far too large for inten
sive farming. 

With the exception of taxation, 
all the problems of the farmer can 
be traced to his having made him
self primarily a business man. A 
fickle price level can ruin him onl y 
because he is wholly dependent on 
cash income-both for necessities 
of life and for payments on the 
expensive equipment which large 
scale farming demands. When he 
neglects to make his own clothing, 
to grow his own foodstuffs, and 

to raise his own meats; he'gives up 
his equivalent to "bargaining 
power." When he becomes a spe
cialist (one crop, dairy, seed, hog) 
and discards other branches of 
farming, he forfeits his indepen
dence and becomes subject to and 
dependent upon organizations 
whose ethj,cs he cannot control. 
And so it goes. 

Rural life simply cannot be pri
marily a business proposition. 
Cash and profits are relatively 
unimportant considerations in 
farming. (What abuse, what 
scorn, what condemnation that 
statement will call forth from the 
self-styled realists!) Farming is 
above profit and beyond profit. Its 
proper end transcends money val
ues. Let the "realists" reflect on 
this dogmatic assertion: the prin
cipal cause of rural problems has 
been the tendency of rural inhabi,
tanis to ape bourgeois practices and 
to seek bourgeois values at the 
expense of the rural. That is what 
Pope Pius XI implied when, after 
pointing out that agriculture has 
its "difficulties and problems," he 
stated immediately after: 

But it is the capitalist economic 
regime that . . . has penetrated 
everywhere. . .. It has invaded 
and pervad~d the economic and 
social sphere even of those who live 
butside its ambit (e.g., the farm
ers) influencing them, and, as it 

'Were, intimately ~affecting 
with its advantages, inconve' 

d . ( nt· ences an vlces Quadragesirno Anno) . 

Yet as American agricultut 
begins the new ~~cade, where d~ 
you find a recogmtlOn of this basic 
cause of its problems? Are We not 
doomed to continued failure, to a 
blind struggle that will end with 
no permanent solution achieved? 

Consider the great number of 
written and spoken ana,lyses of 
rural problems. Examine the farm 
magazines. Is it not evident that 
the ever growing intention and 
ideal is to make farming a paying 
business proposition? The modern 
farmer must have a budget, figure 
his assets and liabilities, and try 
in every conceivable way to increase 
his cash income. His success is 
measured by his profit, his failure 
by the loss. 

01' evaluate the Federal farm 
program. It has its merits; the 
approach has bee:q. realistic in the 
sense that the emergency was rec
ognized and the necessary relief 
given. Born in expediency, the pro
gram is now proclaimed to be per
manent. We should not quarrel 
with the "dictatorship" and the 
sacrifice of freedom which the 
farmer suffers as the result of the 
program. Such things are inevita
blein any planned economy, and 
given an agricultural system such 

• 
liTHE way to keep the American farmer on the land 

is to revive the system of farming which modern 
writers call agrarianism, and which produced a high 

standard of living (In terms of goods, though not of money 
income) on countless American farms two or three genera
tions ago. The difference between agrarian and commercial 
farming is this: The commercial farmer makes a' single 
crop, such as wheat or corn or hogs. He sells the crop 
'to a wholesaler, and with the money received he tries to 
buy enough food and clothes and luxuries to make his 
standard of living compare with that of the city worker. 
Qbviously, in a country with as much rich land as America, 
and with a diminishing foreign market for her crops, the 

commercial farmer ~ilI be kept close to bankruptcy. He 
will not be a free man or a happy one. 

FEBRUARY,: 1940 

Agrarianism is the system in which the f~rmer ~rst 
makes himself, his family, and his beasts, as self-supportIng 
as possible. He then sells a s'urplus crop for the money 
to buy what he does not produce. The agrarian farmer 
will never compete, in terms of money income, with the 
successful city man, or even with the successful commer
cial farmer, but in terms of freedom, of self_dependence, 
of security (as well as in terms of the creative life), he 
will have an enviable lot." 

Herbert Agar 
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aS1we now have, a planned econ
orilY is necessary. But we ought to 
protest . vigoro.usly against the 
assumptlOn which the permanency 
dftheprogram implies: that Amer
ican agriculture will perpetually 
follow the same course it is now 
taking; that farming is to continue 
to be more and more of a business; 
that the solution of the farm prob
lem is the establishment of a par
ity betWeen production costs and 
market prices. ' 

Such a program is an effort to 
doat a rotting ship. It does not 
meet the fundamental problem. 
Instead of eliminating the basic 
weakp.ess, it takes it for granted. 
It does not encourage or increase 
the farmer's self -sufficiency
which is, after all, his only bul
wark of safety. On the contrary, 
it makes for more dependency. 
Each farmer becomes a spoke in 
the national wheel which deter
mines what and how much is to 
~e raised and where it win be 
grown and marketed. And for all 
this the farmer gets a pledge that 
an attempt will be made to raise 
the market price to a just level. 

The salvation of rural society 
does not lie in a planned economy 
imposed from above, but in a res
toration of the trwe concept of 
farming as a way of' life. Some 
way, some. how, the American 
farmer must be taught again to 
farm for a living instead of for 
cash. Some way, some how, he 
must be led to appreciate that the 
cheap luxuries and conveniences of 
urban life, which are so tempting 
to frail human nature, can be had 
today only at the expense of his 
liberty and independence. He must 
come to understand that the values 
of fiugal living on the land are too 
precious to be gambled on the 
chance of easy wealth, There is 
Superior wealth on the land" but 
it is not soft wealth. There are 
sUperior values on the land, but 
they are not in the form of physi
cal comforts. 
,Specifically, besides the all
Important change of philosophy, 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Winter sports and carnivals are much in the news these days. Men 
and women everywhere, it seems, are enjoying the great outdoors 
at this season with the enthusiasm of children. There are long and 
colorful parades, gay uniforms, artistic and elaborate floats, spark
ling ice palaces, huge snow men, spectacular pageantry, imitation 
royalty, and sport programs of various kinds. 

Those of us who live in the country can readily appreciate this en
thusiasm; we may perhaps admire the huge and elaborate spec
tacles elsewhere, but we do not envy them, for we ,enjoy the charm 
and the fun of winter in a natural setting free from all 'artificial
ities. It isn't necessary to have thousands participating in a long 
parade that's bound to become tiresome .for the spectator as well 
as the marcher, nor to ha'(e expensive uniforms or costly floats, 
Olympic champions and internationally known skaters, 'the. largest . 
rink, the longest tobaggan slide, or the highest ski slide in order 
to present an attractive winter program for a rural parish. All 
the pastor needs is the se~son and the people. 

In spite of all the money that may be spent in cities to build an 
artiDcial setting, to decorate with bunting and festoons, to shoot 
off fireworks, to buy flags and build floats, to erect ice palaces, 
there is nothing to equal the beauty of a natural setting. In spite 
of all the elaborate preparations to supply professional entertain
ment, there is nothing to equal the genuine enjoyment of the. 
participants of a rural parish in a winter frolic! -

Those who have had the pleasure of such all experience will know 
what I am talking about; the others can only try to imagine it. 
Just picture some little lake riestling, among gently sloping hills 
covered with snow which always seems to be clean and soft; the firs 
and pines rise up majestically as so many spires; a large golden'" 
red moon lying on the horizon playfully peaking through the 
branches and sketching comic shadows on the snow; above the 
canopy of the blue-black sky stretched in wide arches to display 
the jeweled stars. 

It is a setting which never becomes monotonous. Some nights 
there may be only a crescen~ moon; some nights a full moon 
sneaking through the cloudy skies, like a mischievous urchin; or 
no moon at all, and then if it is cloudy, the blackness of thel night 
seems thick, and a few scattered flares will light up the landscape 
with enchanting wizardry. Some nights are so calm and quiet 
that trees appear as if painted on a stage curtain; some nights 
the wind sways the great evergreens, whips the bare branches, and 
whistling jo'ins the merry-makers. Sometimes the evergreens are 
all white with their arms full of new-fallen snow; or a heavy frost 
will trace their outlines in white. Nature sets the stage and shifts 
the scenes fascinatingly, without cost or effort. The program 
lends itself to abundant and pleasing variations. No one is timid 
or disheartened by the excellence of any professional performance. 
And even a dyspeptic's mouth would water as he hurries to the 
nearby farm house, the waiting lunch of homemade bread, coun
try sausage, and hot coffee. 

It is a great opportunity for a country pastor to be a promoter,
a promoter of Catholic rural life. 
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LAND PROBLEMS 999. The average farm 
was 13 0 acres. The first year 
rowers spent $1,626,733 
improvements to the farms 
bought, or about eighteen per 
of their loans. Second year 

AND THE FSA 

THE Bankhead-Jones Farm Ten
ant Act was passed during the 

seventy-fifth Congress of the 
United States. The Farm Security 
Administration was immediately 
set up as a medium through which 
the provisions of the Act would 
be carried out. It is my purpose to 
show what has been accomplished 
under this Farm Security Admin
istration in the two years and 
more in which it has been func
tioning. 

The main provisions of the 
,Farm Tenant Act relate to loans 

for the buying of land and for 
rehabilitation purposes on the part 
of low income farmers. A variety 
of rehabilitation loans are now 
being made under the FSA. Still 
other features of the Act are a debt 
adjustment service and provision 
for the retirement of submarginal 
land. 

It was the wish of Congress that 
the land buying program for low 
income tenants should begin on a 
cautious, experimental basis. Hence 
but meager funds were authorized 
for the purpose-$10,000,000 the 

. first year, $25,000,000 the second, 
and not more thqn $50,000,000 
annually thereafter. As' a matter 
of fact only $40,000,000 was 
appropriated the third year. Such 
sums, of course, can provide for 
little more than a number of dem
onstrations or for the buying of a 
few thousan9 farms a year. It can'
not provide for a sufficient num
ber to offset the annual crop of 
forty thousand new tenants and 

Rev. E. Schmiede1er, O.S.B., is director 
of the Rural Life Bureau in Washington, 
D. C. 
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much less for a number large 
enough to decrease the lar~ 
amount of tenancy already in the 
country. 

The United States Department 
of Agriculture, of which the Farm 
Security Administration is an inte
gral part, reporl!ed on September 
1, this year, that during the first 

. two years under the Farm Tenant 
Act, 6, 181 loans had been made 
for the purchase of farms. These 
loans aggregated $33,339,684, or 
an average of $5,394 per farmer
borrower . The farms acquired by 
these tenant borrowers averaged 
134 acres each. This average,how
ever, varied greatly from State to 
State according to the kinds of 
farming in the different States. The 

\ family-size farm is the aim held in 
view by the Farm Security Admin~ 
istration. Except for Rhode Island 
-where, incidentally, only one 
loan has been made-the' lowest 
average in continental United 
States was 43 acres in California, 
where irrigation makes small farms 
profitable. The highest was 520 
in South Dakota, where range 
farming prevails. 

( It should be well to note that 
during the second year of the pro
gram, ending last June 30, the 
loans ran a little higher, the farms 
were somewhat bigger, and more 
improvements were made, than 
during the first year of the Act. 

. The 4,341 loans during the sec
ond year aggregated $24,140,675, 
or an average of $5,561. The aver
age acreage was 136. The 1,840 
loans finally consummated during 
the first year's program aggregated 
$9,199,008, or an average of $4,-

ers spent $5,778,268, or 
twenty-four per cent of their 
for improvements. The average 
the two years was twenty-two 
cent. This increase has 
expected, because as the 
progresses, fewer improved 
are available for purchase at 
sonable prices. Consequently 
of the borrowers are required to 
put up their own buildings on 
unimproved farms. 

It is expected that 7,000,000 
loans will be made under the Act 
during its third year. The Farm 
Security Administration has 
received nearly twenty applications 
for every loan for which it has had 
available funds. Undoubtedly 
many others have not even applied 
for loans because they knew refusal 
was almost certain. 

Many feel that the experimental 
period is r.ow over, that the pro
gram has pr()ved itself, that all is 
in readiness for a sound and rea
sonable expansion. Under the 
Lending Program which came 
before Congress just before 
adjournment the past summer it 
was proposed that a half billion 
dollars be set aside for the work 
of the Farm Security Administra
tion. This would have made pos
sible a real worthwhile attack on 
our tenant problem. Arguing in 
favor of the adoption of the pro-
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the Secretary of Agriculture. 
A. Wallace, drew attention 
fact that repayments on the 

purchase loans made under 
so far had exceeded expec

He stated: "Although 
$103,033 was due as of 

31, 1939, the borrowers 
had repaid $138,978, or 

per cent of m;tturities. Many 
!."·~." ... lXJ'pr!l not only had met their 

on the date due, but 
made substantial payments in 

~nvaH~t:. In view of this splendid 
repayment record, there can be lit
tle. doubt that the tenancy program 
has been established on a sound. 
self-liquidating basis." The Secre
tary recalled the fact that the loans 
are repayable over a forty-year 
period at three per cent interest and 
added that this meant, "that in 
the great majority of cases the 
annual installments. plus taxes and 
insurance, amount to less than the 
tenant formerly paid in rent for 
the same farm." 

In spite of this record, the pro
posal for expanding the program 
under the lending program, like 
most of the other proposals in the 
bill, was summarily rejected. Hence 
prospects for any notable expan
sion of this excellent program for 
solving our senous problem of 
tenancy in the immediate future 
seem exceedingly poor. 

Besides its program for land 
purchase, the Farm Security 
Administration has carried on a 
program of rural rehabilitation 
which is to a large extent a sub
stitute for relief infar'm areas. 
Here we have unquestionably the 
greatest accomplishment of the 
FSA to date. It has' made a great 
number of small loans for a vari
ety of purposes to low income 
farm families who were unable to 
get adequate credit from other 
sources, thereby enabling most of 
them to remain off the relief rolls, 
Or to get off if they were aIread y 
On. 

Various types of these rehabili
tation loans have been made: 

standard rehabilitation loans; 
emergency rehabilitation loans; 
community service loans; medical 
aid loans. A few words about each 
should be in place. 

The so-called "standard rehabi
litation loans" are those made to 
low in<;ome or needy farmers for 
the purchase of seed, tools, live
stock, and other equipment neces
sary to carryon farming opera
tions. The applicant for a loan 
must have 'land which will sup
port his family and produce 
enough income to repay the loan. 
He must either own the farm or 
have a satisfactory lease or pur
chase contract. The farmer-bor
rower works out a plan with the 
aid of the Farm Security Adminis
tration rehabilitation supervisor 
for the county. This usually pro
vides for the prqduction of at least 
two cash crops, and of sufficient 
eggs, milk, meat, and vegetables to 
feed the family and for enough 
feed and forage crops to take care 
of the livestock. The county super
visor also gladly advises the bor
rower on such farm problems as 
crop rotation, soil erosion, market
ing, and the purchase of suitable 
livestock and equipment. 

The "emergency rehabilitation 
loans" are made to farmers stricken 
by drouth, hurricanes, flood or 
other unforeseen emergencies. Not 
Infrequently a small loan quickly 
made enables these unfortunates to 
save their crops or provide feed for 
their stock. Loans are made in such 
instances without delaying to draw 
up a farm-management plan. Later 
on many of these emergency bor
rowers apply for standard rehabi
litation loans. When that is done, 
farm management plans are 
worked out to provide for the 
repayment of the entire indebted
ness. 

It might be added here that in 
cases of extreme need, in areas 
stricken by drouth or other disas
ters, outright grants rather than 
loans are made to farm families for 
the purchase of food, fuel, and 
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other necessities. Afterwards, then, 
every effort is made to enable such 
families to establish themselves on 
a self-supporting basis, usually by 
means of rehabilitation loans. 

The so-called "community serv
ice loans" are loans made to groups 
instead of to individuals. There 
are of course many instances in 
which a small farm cannot support 
the more modern and expensive 
equipment nor high-priced breed
ing stock. But a group of farmers, 
pooling their interests, can afford 
these improved services. Hence the 
Farm Credit Administration has 
found it advisable to make loans 

• 
ULet us never forget that the culti

vation of the earth is the most im
portant labor of man. . .. When til-, 
lage begins, other arts follow. The 
farmers therefore are the founders of 
human civilization. Lord Chatham 
is on record as saying: 'Trade in
creases the wealth and glory of a 
country; but 'its real strength and 
stamina are to be looked for among 
the cultivators of the lan~.'" 

Daniel Webster 

to such groups of farmers. This 
enables them to compete on some 
basis of equality with larger farms, 
and especiaJly with corporation 
farms. . 

Under this latter type of loan 
are also listed those made to indi
vidual low income farmers who 
need such assistance to enable them 
to take part in existing coopera
tive associations - cooperative 
creameries, elevators, oil stations, 
and the like-not financed by the 
Farm Credit Administration. 

Most of these community serv
ice loans are really standard reha
bilitation loans, since they are 
intended to help in the rehabilita
tion of low income farmers rather 
than of emergency cases. 
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Finally, there ar~ medical aid 
loans. In not a few counties local 
medical· . associations have helped 
organize group health programs. to 
provide medical aid for low-~n
come farm families at a cost which 
they· can afford. Where this ~as 
been done the Farm Secunty 
Administration is willing to loan 
money to farm families so they 
can participate in these programs, 
provided such service is necessary 
to their rehabilitation. Surveys 
have indicated that many families 
find difficulty in making ends meet 
because of sickness in their fam
ilies. 

Incidentally, the Farm Security 
. Administration now has several 
mobile clinics-specially designed 
trailers or auto vans for migratory 
farm la borers. 

The rehabilitation loans were 
started under the old Resettlement 
Administration and continued 
under the Farm Se<;urity Adminis
tration after it had absorbed the 
farmer. Since 1935 rehabilitation 
loans have been made to more than 
750,000 needy farm families, 
many of which were once on relief. 
Although such loans are ordinar
ily made over a five-year period, 
and the program has been in oper
ation for only four, more than 
87,000 families already have paid 
off their loans in full. As of April 
20, 1939, a total of $320,434,-
338 had been advanced under the 
rehabilitation program, and 
approximately $83,000,000 had 
already been repaid to the Federal 
Treasury. The prospects are that 
at least eighty per cent of all this 
money will be repaid with inter
est. 

In 1!peaking for the half 
dollar. appropriation . suggested 

. the so-called lending bill for 
under the provisions of the 
Tenant Act, Mr. Wallace said 
even the· relatively small 
which had been experienced under 
the rehabilitation program to date. 
should be almost entirely elimi.· 
nated under the lending proposal 
of the bill. He gave several reasons 
as a basis for his statement. First 
of all, the great majority of the 
past defaults had occurred in the 
northern Great Plains area, which 
had been plagued for seven years 
by severe and unprecedented 
drouth. Under the normal weather 
conditions, no such losses were to 
be expected. Still other delinquent 
loans were those made to farmers 
in areas sfricken by floods, hail, or 

(Continued on page 27) 

"QUEBEC (OLLEGE YOUTH AND THE LAND 
. . t 

IN the Province of Quebec when 
. a country boy goes to school his 
parents want him to b~come a law
yer, a priest, a. doctor, an ag~o
nome, a dvil engineer or anythmg 
else but a farmer. His father and 
mother can.not understand how 
their son who received his B. A. 
degree and who went through his 
four-year course in an agricultural 
college may come back to the land 
to continue his father's work or to 
settle down on a farm of his own. 

There is certainly something 
wrong with the idea that a person 
always has enough education or 
knowledge to feed the chickens and 

Mr. Jean Blanchet, agricultural-engi
neer, who is at present farming in Matane, 
Quebec. 
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to handle the plow. And we must 
find out where the trouble is if we 
want to stop the continual drain
ing of our educated rural youth 
towards the city, and keep in the 
country those leaders who should 
be of great help to the rural com
munities in which they live and 
work. 

It seems to me that the. first and 
principal reason ¥{hy our agricul
tural college graduates do not come 
back to the land is because the sys
tem of education in many of our 
rural families is not propitious to 
the conception and the realization 
of this plan. On account of the 
manual work a farm requires, 
many people consider farm-life as 
unfit for an educated man, for one 
is supposed to have a certain degree 
of culture. Although this notion 
of rural life is completely false, it 
has a great influence on rural 
minds. When the farmer himself 
constantly reads and hears about 

these things he begins to believe 
that his profession is really in the 
cellar of our actual social order. 
And he is convinced that his son 
who just graduated from the agri
cultural co~lege would be better 
off working in a city office with his 
pen and pencil, than ploughing the 
soil or picking up potatoes. . .. 
Even if the young graduate has 
the intention of settling down on 
the old fa'mily farm, his father 
will say: "Now that I have paid 
for your education, Sonny, yOU 
will have to get a job and try to 
give me a little money back; I am 
keeping the farm for your brother 
who did not have the chance to go 
to school." This is not an encour
aging manner to bring our edU
cated rural youth back to the land, 
and, in fact, they do not come 
back. 

On the other hand the farmer 
and his wife often talk about the 
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haicl, work they do on the farm 
lid the little money they .get out 
~tit. When they criticize th~ir 
Illode of 1i~e th~y have trouble 1U 

keeping the1r chlldren on the fa~. 
What youngsters want today 1S 
;noney. And if they learn that 
they qnnot get money on the 
farro. they. will leave the .land and 
try to work for themselves in the 
woods or in the city. 

Life in our province is influenced 
chiefly by tw:o factors: the Church 
and agriculture. For over three 
hundred years our rural communi
ties rallied around their churches. 
have jealously kept their Catholic 
faith and the French traditions that 
give us a distinctive character. But 
since the progress of industry and 
the development of means of com
munication our rural population is 
being decimated. Everybody is 
looking for physical comforts. easy 
life. and pleasure. And as the city 
seems to give all these things, men, 
boys, girls and women go to the 
city where they continue to increase 
the number of unemployed. This 
false conception of Christian val
ues is another error of our rural 
family education and another rea~ 
son why our country boys do not 
stay on, or come back to, the farm. 

Our family education could be 
easily reformed if our schools made 
an effort to give serious attention 
to the rural problem of Quebec 
and if their system was organized 
in a manner to lead some of the 
agricultural graduates back to the 
farm. But, in fact, they do not 
seem to succeed in doing so: the 
more a boy goes to school the less' 
he wants to become a farmer. 

The rural parish schools of Que
bec are ruralizing their program. 
Today country chiildren, during 
their primary course in the parish 
schools, have readers treating of 
facts that relate to the country, 
anq they are working on problems 
that really have a definite rural 
coloring .. This ruralization plan is 
a great step towards a better com
prehension of our agricultural 

(Continued on page 10) 
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CO-OPS AGAIN 
·T 0 the, desk of the editor ,comes another story of vision, 

. patience, education and cooperation. This' tiine the· locale 
is in the extreme northern tip of Maine, among the people 
of the upper St. John Valley. . 

The story concerns itself with Father Wilfrid Soucy; 
pastor of Sinclair and Gueretta whose energy and zeal must 
be held responsible for the dispelling of relief and unemploy
ment among these descendants of the exiled Acadians in the 
Evangeline days. Working on the sound principle that a 
man's bodily needs and his earning of a decent livelihood 
has more than a little to do with saving his soul, Father 
Soucy has obtained some amazing results during the past two 
years. 

Under his direction the sturdy men of the valley cut 
and raised the poles so that the telephone company could 
string their lines, thus establishing for the first time telephone 
communication. Then he proceeded to supervise the construc
tion of a fine road to Gueretta. six miles away by crow flight, 
with the resultant saving of some forty miles travel between 
the two small communities. 

But these only preluded the priest's real venture into 
cooperation. the adequate appreciation of which calls for· a 
bit of setting. . . • The St. John Valley is on the edge of 
AroQstook's great potato empire and like other single-crop 
areas, the depression all but gave it the death blow. In some 
towns half of the farmers had lost their equity in their farms 
and half the people had to begin anew to acquire title to the 
homes in which they live. The need for some stable income 
that would at least supplement the potatoes was imperative. 
Lumbering, once prosperous, was on the decline. The seasons 
were too short for the successful growing of many crops. 
The Valley was far removed from the market. 

Finally in this predicament, Father Soucy began toying 
with the idea of a cooperative creamery-soon the people 
did too. The Bishop appointed him agricultural chaplain. 
educator and advisor of the Valley, and immediately he ini
tiated his farmers into a period of careful education in the 
principles of cooperation. Only after interest was aroused and 
cooperatives thoroughly understood was the creameryincor
porated. Some two hundred farmers became members, and 
each took a share of stock in the creamery for every, cow 
from which he supplied milk. The butter shipped from th'eir 
plant has been praised by the University of Maine chemists 
for its superior quality. After two years of hard work, the 
creamery is a going concern-its overhead is small; it is out 
of debt; the farmers own it. 

And now Father· Soucy turns to the organization of a 
handicraft cooperative which aims to rehabilitate mor,e than 
5,000 families and bring an income of $2,500,000 to 21 
Aroostook towns in the St. John River Valley. 

Says the Boston Post: "The new organization would 
aid the skilled handicrafters in the valley to market their 
crocheted and knitted articles on a wider scale and thils 
increase their earnings. . . . Under the program cooperative 
members may buy or borrow yarn from the organization, 
repaying the loan from their first check for their handicraft 
work. To insure quality workmanship, an inspector will be 
selected in each of the 21 towns." 

We salute this man from the country of what might 
soon become a new Acadie. He takes his place in the vanguard 
of modern agricultural pioneers. 
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QUEBEC COLLEGE YOUTH 
AND THE LAND 

(Continued froni 'page 9) 

questions. Although there is still 
a lot to do in our rural parish 
schools to give our youngsters not 
only an idea of farm life but espe
cially the attractiveness and the 
love of land, an encouraging effort 
has been made to adapt their edu
cation to their rural environment. 
This effort will not be in vain. 

Our district two-year agricul-'" 
tural schools are also adjusting 
their tacilities to give our country 
boys, who wish to complete their 
primary instruction before settling 
downona farm, the real sense of 
our rural problems in their eco
nomical, intellectual, social and 
religious aspects. These schools 
have a good practical and technical 
program: in the forenoon, the boy 
learns his grammar, his catechism, 
his agriculture, and in the after
noon he works on the School 
Farm. When he graduates from 
this district agricultural school he 
is prepared not only to work on a 
farm of his own, but ,also to be a 
social leader in his rural commun
ity. Evidently these schools are 
spreading good influence through
out our agricultural regions, and 
all we can do is to encourage them 
to continue in this way. 

The system of education in our 
Classical colleges, in so far as Latin 
and Greek authors are concerned, 
is the same as other colleges 
throughout the world. And we 
realize that a B. A. graduate is 
very little inclined to become a 
farmer. We have, of course, 
instructive conferences on the 
beauty and .charm of rural life; we 
learn that the farmer is master of 
his destiny, etc., etc. But during 
our studies in college we believe 
that a cultured man cannot come 
back to the land. This attitude 
towards professions that contact 
the soil and rougher things of life 
derives from the translation of 
Latin and Greek authors. And if 
a boy desires with all his heart to 
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become a farmer; ,he has to make 
a~ effort to break with the tradi
tional education that indirectly 
comes out of this ancient literature. 

The third reason why our edu
cated rural youth do not return 
to the land 1S a financial one: the 
lack of money. When a boy has 
spent four or five thousand dollars 
for his classical and agricultural 
college instruction, he has not 
enough money left to buy a farm. 
His father cannot afford to loan 
him any. A typical rural French
Canadian family is generally large; 
in my county of Matane the aver
age number of children per family 
is eight; and it is quite impossi1:ile 
for a farmer to assist one of his 
sons to the neglect of the others. 

* 
Now that we know where the 

trouble is, it will be easier for us 
to find out what has to be done. 

Re-set our program of family 
education, that is our first task. We 
have to convince the farmer and 
his wife of the nobleness of their 
profession. The Province owes its 
life to agriculture and the farmer 
has to know that his profession is 
still and always will be the power
house of our national progress. 
When our agriculture shall disap
pear, Quebec will be erased from 
the map of the Dominion of Can
ada. The farmer is simply indis
pensable to Q~ebec, and the fact 

that he is at the base of our 
social and economic order is 
plausible reason to be proud 
him and his vocation. 

Farm work is not only 
it is also intellectual. A man wh 
tJ:ies to cultivate his farm with h~ 
hands and feet cannot succ-eed. Be 
has to use his head in order to 
organize his business on a progres_ 
sive basis. It is therefore at vari_ 
ance with the truth to say that 
farming is only a question of hold
ing the handles of the plough. 

It is very important for us to 
estahl:ish In the country a true 
Christian culture. Our rural fami
lies must know that they are on a 
farm not to groan and grumble. 
but to accomplish in the best pos
sible way their mission on earth. 
God wants them on the land, it is 
their duty and their vocation to 
stay there, and to find peace in 
their contacts with nature. 

How can we re-arrange our fam
ily education? By our Catholic 
Action Societies and our Catholic 
Rural Professional Union. It is 
the task of the J. A. C. and the 
J. A. C. F. (Jeunesse Agricole 
Catholique) to establish in the 
hearts of country boys and girls 
a genuine love of farm life: to 
show them that farming is a noble 
profession that gives them time to 
meditate, that strengthens the body 
and brings peace to the soul. We 

RURAL LIFE ESSAY CONTEST 
The number of contestants in this year's Rural Life essay contest 

far exceeds that of any previous year. Such increase is a heartening and 
significant sign to the Conference. 

The two thousand five hundred young people who participated 
in the youth sessions at our Spokane convention proved beyond d~ubt 
that here lies a most fertile field for the apostolate of Catholic ;u!ahsmf These youth gave evidence of an understanding and appreclatlOn ~ 
issues for which they are not always given full credit. And it is in recO~fl1-
tion of such potentialities that the Conference by means of the contest 
breaks the ground yearly for each oncoming group. If the coming genera
tion can acquire a greater intellectual appreciation for life on the land and d 
respect for those whose career is in agriculture, then we can look forwar 
with confidence to the harvest time when these youth shall have become 
men and women. 
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re confident that' our ,Catholic 
Action organizations will be of 
great importance in the establish
ment of a true Christian culture in 
our rural communities. When our 
rural boys and girls will be con
vinced of the fact that they have 
a responsibility towards their 
neighbors they will strive to 
reform themselves and their breth
ren. In bringing about this reli
gious solidarity, in preparing 
themselves for a better Christian 
living, in being Apostles of Christ 
in their parishes, they will learn 
to love rural life, rural work, rural 
spirit, and they will spread this 
love in their environment. 

If Catholic Action societies will 
heip to solve ,the problem of keep
ing rural youth on the land, they 
will have the same effect on adults 
in the country. And the farmers 
have an excellent agency of educa
tion in their Professional Union 
(U. C. C. and U. C. C. F., Union 
Catholique des Cultivateurs) . 
Established in 1924, the U. C. C. 
has a moral. an intellectual and an 
economic aim. It 'teaches the farm
ers how to cooperate, how to love 
their work. The study clubs orga
nized throughout the country dis
tricts by the U. C. C. have a great 
influence on rural minds in so far 
as education is concerned. When 
the farmer gets down to study his 
professional and social problems 
with his neighbors, he understands 
which way he has to go to follow 
the best road. In their Letter on 
the rural problem, the Bishops of 
our Province are in favor of the 
U. C. C. (paragraph 64), "WE 
recommend this organization in all 
OUr parishes. . . . Better known, 
appreciated, and accepted, the U. 
C. C. would become the safeguard 
of OUr rural population." 

When the farmer will love his 
work and his profession, when the 
Youngsters will really know what 
farming means, we will have less 
trouble in keeping them on the 
farm or to bring them back. When 
OUr rural family education shall 

be readjusted, we will still have 
something to say about our formal 
school education. It is not my in
tention to criticize our classical 
colleges or our secondary course 
schools, because it was in my last 
year at the Seminary of Rimouski. 
that my professor of philosophy 
helped me to find my vocation and 
convinced me that I should come 
back to the land. Without the 
assistance of this distinguished 
priest, today, instead of being a 
farmer, I would have probably 
been a lawyer in one of our 
crowded cities. Why? Because 
when I was studying it seemed to 
me, and to my classmates, that a 
boy, if he were not to be a priest, 
had to enter one' of the so-called 
learned professions. This idea pre
vailed throughout the last four 
years of our course because we 
thought that only liberal profes
sions were suited to the qualifica
tions of a B. A. graduate. We 
believed our classical ,education 
gave us a degree of culture incom
patible with professions that 
demand quite a lot of menial work. 
Our professors did not teach us 
these things, but our Latin and 
Greek authors did. Aristotle, Plato, 
Cicero, Pliny and the other great 
classical authors, philosophers, or 
demagogues, who were and still 
remain the glory of ancient Rome 
and Athens" lived in a period of 
world's history where slavery was 
permitted and encouraged. We 
must not therefore be surprised if 
in Latin and Greek books we find 
a sort of contempt for everything 
that requires manual work, and a 
kind of praise for intellectual and 
scientific culture. We acquired these 
notions almost unconsciously. 
What should have been done? 
Throw these books out of the win
dow? No! Only a few words of 
explanation from our teachers 
would have brought us back to 
reality, to the twentieth century. 
That was all we needed and that 
is all we ask. The teachers just 
have to insist occasionally on the 
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fact that manual work is not dis
honorable and I am convinced that 
we will bring back more B. A. 
and B. S. A. graduates to the land. 

Suppose our family and school 
education are most favorable to the 
return of our country youth to the 
farm, there is still another obstacle 
that discourages the most obstin
ate boy: where shall he get the 
money to buy a farm? The boy 
himself is generally too poor; his 

father having paid for his son's 
education cannot afford to buy 
another farm; our bank system is 
not organized in a way to loan 
money effectively to young farm
ers. I believe there is only one rea
sonable solution to this problem: 
the Provincial Government should 
establish a special loan for B. S. A. 
graduates who come back to the 

. land. The government actually has 
a rural credit plan for farmers. 
But this plan should be adapted in 
a manner to lend at least ninety 
per cent of the farm value to B. S. 
A. graduates. This loan would 
permit the young man to purchase 
his farm and to get down to work 
immediately. 

Our educators must not discour
age a country boy who wants to 
come back to the land. It is their 
duty to render his return easy and 
effective. Every rural parish will be 
glad to count amongst its farmers 
a B. S. A. graduate who will cul
tivate his farm and who will do 
all possible to organize the social. 
professional and economical life of 
his country brethren. 

II 



HEALTH NEEDS IN 

RURAL AREAS 

III THINK this matter of sick-
ness is the largest problem in 

all the counties. You place a man 
on WPA and he will try to get 
along and take care of all other 
biBs with the small amount he 
receives a month. When it comes 
to hospital and medical care, how
ever, he will have to rely on us. 
The cost is more than 'he can 
stand." 

This was a County Commis
sioner speaking. He was one of the 
commissioners from ten counties in 
Northeastern Nebraska in attend
ance at a recent meeting in Nor
folk, Nebraska. All the other com
missioners nodded their assent. IlI
health was their most difficult 
problem. They recognized that I 
had difficulty in appreciating the 
problem and they kept on express
ing it in a great variety of ways. 
"It keeps on growing all the time," 
said another commissioner. "Last 
year it took forty per cent of our 
relief expenditures and this year it 
will be more." 

At a meeting of the Boards of 
Commissioners of six Nebraska 
counties, held at St. Paul, Nebra
ska, one commissioner opened the 
topic. "I don't know," he said, 
"how soon we will be able to pay 
our hospital bills. I hate to think 
of the amount we owe, but with 
fifty-five per cent of the taxes delin
quent, what can we do about it?" 

With this introduction, I said to 
the comm1SS10ners: "Ill-health 
must be a serious problem in your 

Msgr. John O'Grady is the executive 
secretary of the National C~nference of 
Catholic Charities. 

counties." Ninety-five per cent of' 
all the people receiving medical and 
hospital care in one county last 
year were public charges. I had 
heard of counties in which four
teen per cent of the cost of medical 
and hospital care came from pub
lic funds but I could not visual
ize it. 

The counties referred to are 
somewhat extreme but one may 
wonder if they are any worse than 
a number of counties in Eastern 
Cblorado and they certainly are 
not worse than all the counties in 
Western Kansas or than many 
counties in the Dakotas. 

The problem of medical and 
hospital care in all the small towns 
and rural commun'ities we have 
seen in the United States is a seri
ous one. In the drouth-stricken 
counties in the Middle West the 
problem is acute. Three counties 
have tried to face it squarely 
against almost overwhelming odds. 
In other places the problem is 
equally acute due to changes in 
the whole agricultural structure. It 
doesn't make much difference how 
people are swept off the land
whether it be by drouth, crop con
trol or mechanization. The net 
result is the same. People are 
deprived of their means of liveli
hood and they are not able to pay 
for medical or hospital care or any~ 
thing else. Take deep East Texas. 
There are no local relief funds in 
the counties, no public resources 
except Old Age Assistance and 
WP A. The same is true of the 
rural counties in Georgia that I 
have visited. From other sources I 
know that it is true through a 

fairly large part of the United 
States. . 

When . medi~al ,and hospital care 
are prov1ded 1t 1S very generally 
confined to emergencies. Doctors in 
many places have told me that 
they find it ~xceedingly diffiCult to 
sec~te h,~sp1tal care for their 
pat1ents. I welcome the organiza. 
tion of the Conference," said a 
physician member of one of my 
St. Vincent de Paul Conferences 
"because it will be most helpful i~ 
the types of problems daily coming 
to my attention. I find it difficult 
to contact the County Commis
sioners all the time in regard to the 
sick needing hospitalization. I have 
two patients now for whom I can't 
get the county to accept responsi
bility. I am afraid the comission
ers have' come to regard me as a 
nuisance. It would be much more 
effective to have these matters taken 
up by an organized group. It 
would exercise a far-reaching influ
ence on county policies." Other 
physicians attending my Confer
ence meetings told me similar sto
nes. 

In my judgment it would be a 
great mistake to assume that the 
basic factor in the lack of medical 
and hospital facilities in rural com
munities is the lack of resources, 
The problem is not fully appreci
ated as yet by local officials. Medi
cal and hospital care at public 
expense have been recognized tra
ditionally as part of the local poor 
law and people who depend on the 
poor law are still a class apart in 
many communities. When people 
normally above the poverty line 
have been compelled to depend on 
public benefits it has changed the 
picture very greatly. When medical 
and hospital care are provided for 
the poor who have always been 
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or it is given like poor relief, in 
POve;y stinted and grudging fash
~on. The county gives as little las 
it can. When the normal, se f
supporting folk, of a county have 
t6100k for publIc benefits, the offi
daIs are liable ,to be very, generous. 
They give Without askmg many 
questions. 

In the small towns in' the 
United States, Catholic hospitals 
have many serious difficu~ties. 
Their income from pay patients 
has been faltering and there has 
been a vast demand for free service. 
The hospitals are compelled to 
look to local government authori
ties to bear an increased proportion 
of the cost of hospital care. They 
are finding it increasingly difficult 
in many places to get local govern
ments to recogn.ize their· obliga
tions. The difficulty may arise 
from their method of dealing with 
public officials. I ani reminded of 
the hospital that was having very 
few patients referred by the city. 
Practicall y all the work was being 
turned over to another hospital. 
The Sisters asked the wife of one 
of the doctors to take the matter 
up with the Mayor. It worked 
temporarily, and why? Because 
there was no clearly thought-out 
plan of approach to the city. In 
some places I have fou~d hospitals 
breaking with local governments 
on rates. In one community a hos
pital for many years had been tak
ing care of patients for $1.50 a 
day. Suddenly it decided the rate 
was wholly insufficient. Then 
Went an ultimatum to the city. 
"After a certain date no city 
patients will be taken care of for 
less than $2.50 a day." The Sis
ters thought they had a free field, 
but there was another question. 
Two enterprising doctors took 
OVer a broken -down proprietary 
hospital and built it up to high 
standards. Now they are doing all 
the pUblic work. 

In two other cities the Catholic 
hospitals are proceeding more sys
tematically. Each has had city-wide 
lay committees working on their 

relations to city government for 
more than a year. Now both cities 
recognize their responsibilities. 

The hospital in the small town 
sometimes finds itself isolated. It 
doesn't know where to turn for 
help. Recently one of these hospi
tals found its existence threatened 
by the building of another hospital 
in a nearby township. The Sisters 
did not believe that anything could 
be done about it and simply sur
rendered. 

The discussions growing out of 
the National Health Bill have 
focussed the attention of the Amer
ican people anew on the problems 
of ill-health in smaIl towns and 

. rural communities. The Technical 
Committee of the Interdepartmen
tal Committee on Health and Wel
fare has brought together a wealth 
of material in this field. Much of 
this material will be found in the 
report of the Hearings on the 
National Health Bill, before the 
Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor, last spring. The rep
resentatives of the various farm 
organizations appeared before the 
committee and gave their unani
mous support to the provisions of 
the bill. 

The Social Security Act made 
funds available to the United 
States Public Health Service to 
assist the States in developing their 
public heal th programs. The Act 
made it possible for the Children's 
Bureau of the Department of 
Labor to assist the States in organ-

. izing diagnostic and counseling 
services for mothers and infants. 
It also made it possible for the 
Bureau to aid the States in pro
viding medical and hospital care 
for crippled children. Now comes 
the question, what further devel
opments are needed in the whole 
Federal health program so far as 
it affects small towns and rural 
communities? Almost everybody 
agrees that additional develop
ments in public health are desir
able. There doesn't appear to be 
much difference of opinion about 
the extension of the work of the 
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• 
St. Cloud in September 

His Excellency, Most Reverend 
Joseph F. Busch, Bishop of St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, will be host to the Eight
eenth National Catholic Rural life 
Convention to be held in that city the 
week of September 29th. 

Already at this early date, work is 
underway to make the meeting one of 
the finest and largest in Conference 
history. Plan now to make the trip to 
St. Cloud in conju'nction with a trek 
into Minnescta's noted vacation para
dise. lOur convention city lies at the 
very entrance to that famed region""
the land of 1 0,000 lakes - which in 
late September is at its glorious best. 

The Conference, its host bishop, 
the priests and people of St. Cloud, 
extend to you a hearty invitation to 
four days of mag~ificent thought and 
deliberation on rural life. 

Make a note in your date-book 
now. .. "St. Cloud in Septemberl" 

Children's Bureau to include the 
whole field of child health. 
Remember that this proposed 
extension doesn't merely include 
needy children but all children. 
The Bill will aid States, and 
through them local communities, 
in their programs for medical and 
hospital care, In regard to type of 
program, the States are to have the 
widest latitude. They can set up a 
general plan of health andhospital 
care for all citizens without ref
erence to a needs test. They can 
confine their services to the medic
ally indigent or they can establish 
a system of health insurance. As 
the observer sees it the drift in 
America appears to be in two direc
tions. One is iIlustrated by the 
program of the United States Chil
dren's Bureau. It is really a pro
gram of public medical care. The 
other direction is illustrated by the 
medical and hospital services of the 
Farm Security Administration-.-it 
is the direction of health insurance. 
Basically it is a question of group 
medicine versus public medicine. 
Which wiIl America select? Or will 
it select part of both? 
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Catholic Sociologists 

• The Rural Life section of this 
year's convention of the American 
Catholic Sociological Society in 
Chicago carried with it a number 
of pleasant surprises. 

First, to their delight the speak
ers at this sectional meeting found 
themselves addressing an audience 
that consisted of almost the entire 
convention registration. The rea
son for this may have been that 
given by a slightly skeptical rural
ist when he said that perhaps the 
large attendance was due to the 
sheer novelty of having the farmer 
and his farm correlated to the usual 
thought-content of the sociologist. 
... Perhaps! But whatever the rea
son, the reception accorded the 
Rural Life Section and the interest 
which has prevailed since, are, we 
feel, harbingers of very worthwhile 
things to come. 

Secondly, Loyola University's 
professor of sociology, and the 
man behind the convention, Father 
Ralph Gallagher, informed the 
meeting that in the heart of highly 
urbanized Chicago, Loyola con
ducts a course in rural' sociology 
and that an unusual amount of 
interest has grown up among the 
students in these classes. . . . We 
hope we will not be called didactic 
if we say: Catholic colleges please 
take note. 

And we say this because the rep
resentation of Catholic colleges in 
the Personnel iri Rural Sociology, 
(1939) , published by the Depart- , 
men.t of Agriculture, is so small 
as to bring a blush to the face of 
any curriculum builder-that is, 
if he is truly interested in seeing 
the product of his curriculum fit 
into an integrated Catholic culture. 

Thirdly, -we were told that the 
college section of CISCA (Chicago 
Inter-Student Catholic Action) 
held all-day meetings once a 
month during the past year in 
which the discussion centered about 
rural life. To hear that urban col
lege men and women have been 
seriously discussing rural life, its 
advantages over the city as a Cath-

olic way of living, the interdepen
dence of city and country, the need 
for close harmonious relation
ships and topics of a similar nature 
-this, indeed, was the finest sur
prise. An exam;ple such laS this 
cries from the housetops for imi
tators. And it would not be the 
first time that CISCA has made 
itself worthy of imitation. 

But such unusual action is more 
understandable in the light of what 
one of CISCA's leaders, who Jor 
six years has been intimately asso
ciated with thousands of Catholic 
city youth, had to say recently 
anent Catholic agrarianism: "The 
Catholic Rural Life movement is 
the coming movement in the Cath
olic Church in America, and I 
would dread to envision a Catholic 
future with the Rural Life move
ment out of the picture. This state
ment is hard for some of our urban 
Catholic leaders to accept, but I 
think they are slowly beginning to 
see the inevitable truth of it." 

A Statement of Finances 
• On January 23rd the l1ewly 
created Finance Committee held its 
first meeting, and after a hard all
day session, not only reiterated 
what is already known, that the 
finances of the Conference are piti
fully meager, but insisted that the 
need for additional revenue was 
nothing short of desperate. Unless 
additional funds were forthcoming 
there existed little possibility of 
undertaking even those functions 
which are the fruition of its past 
labor. 

Discussion of the prospects of 
new Conference members occupied 
a major portion of the meeting 
and it was decided to have recourse 
to the present membership. The 
opinion was, and quite reasonably, 
that anyone who reads the BUL
LETIN does so out of a genuine 
interest in rural life and is willing 
to promote the cause. 

It is imperative, therefore, that 
we call upon our BULLETIN read
ers for help. There is, we are posi
tive, within the radius of each 
reader, one or two people who 

N 
(0 

should know the Conference and 
whom the Conference wants to 
know. We believe that it would 
require but a minimum of promo. 
tion on the part of each reader to 
have them join. 

If the endeavors of the Confer. 
ence have your confidence and 
respect, and if you believe that 
such endeavor presages greater 
things to come, then we ask you 
to undertake to find at least one 
new member. 

Do it today ... '. 

Frederick Murphy, Ruralist 

• As the BULLETIN goes to press 
we received news of the sudden 
death of Frederick Murphy, pub· 
lisher of the Minneapolis Tribune. 

With his passing the country 
loses an outstanding farm leader, 
the Associated Press one of its fin· 
est directors, and the Conference 
an old and loyal member. 

Mr. Murphy was an interna· 
tional authority in the field of 
agricultural economics. During the 
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: t tWo decades his arguments in 
~~alf of crop r~ta~ion, diversified 
farming and dauyul:g, . as well as 
his vigorous leaders~l1p m th.e fight 
t rehabilitate agnculture m the 
Northwest have helped bring 
ationwide attention to the cause. 

n Born and raised on the land, the 
publisher's present fa;m at Breck
enridge, Mmnesota, IS proof .that 
his consuming interest in agncul
ture never waned. His estimation 
ohhe Conference is evinced in the 
following words: "The fruits of 
such fine endeavor cannot easily be 
evaluated. There is nothing theo
retical about the approach of the 
Conference to the problems of 
rural life; it is, on the contrary, 
intensely practical and deeply sym
pathetic .... Moreover, the oppor
tunities which lie before it are 
unlimited and .it faces them in a 
spirit of earnest consecration." 

Mr. Murphy was an alumnus of 
Notre Dame and a Catholic of real 
sincerity. Both the Church militant 
and its colleges could use more 
alumni like him. 
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Bishop Winkelmann 

• On March 5, the Most Rev. 
Christian H. Winkelmann will be 
formally installed as the Ordinary 
of the Diocese of Wichita. Mem
bers of the Conference· rejoice at 
this new honor bestowed on 
Bishop Winkelmann and join with 
his thousands of friends in St. 
Louis and throughout the Middle
west in wishing God's blessing on 
his new responsibility. 

Bishop Winkelmann knows 
rural life. From 1907 to 1929 he 
served as assistant and pastor in the 
rural parishes of St. Charles and 
Rich Fountain. Stories of his fine 
pioneering work at this latter place 
in the Ozarks are still exchanged 
by the priests in rural parishes as 
far away as southern Illinois and 
Indiana. Later, as .pastor of a very 
large city parish and as bishop, His 
Excellency continued to be one of 
the most ardent rural life directors 
in the Conference. He organized, 
with phenomenal results, the Cath
olic Rural Life Conference Auxili
ary, a completely lay organization 
whose purpose is to aid needy 
country parishes. 

Now Bishop Winkelmann goes 
forth into the very center of rural 
America-the State of Kansas-to 
dedicate his great gifts of mind 
and heart to his new flock of 55,-
000 souls scattered throughout a 
farming area of 43,000 square 
mil~. . 

Anyone conversa~t with the 
agricultural tragedy of the last 
thirty years will realize all too well 
the tremendous task which will be 
his. The once rich, fruitful land of 
Kansas lies near to exhaustion. It 
has taken a merciless beating. In 
some places there isn't even a spark 
of life left. In others, synthetic, 
inorganic fertilization, get-rich
quick, one-cropping, large-scale, 
mechanized land-bleeding, not to 
mention absentee ownership, long 
ago ridiculed to oblivion any mea
ger attempts to bring about a true 
ruralism. Nowhere else in the 
world was the march of steel, rip-

ping apart sod, as thoroughly 
mechanized as here. In the state's 
hey-day, rotogravure sections 
draped a setting sun about sixty
horse-power tractors drawing a 
dozen plows at sowing time and a 
combined monstrous harvester
thresher whose reaping consisted of 
leaving an endless line of filled . 
sacks stretched out along the plain. 
And the caption to the pictures 
proudy informed us that a minute 
of human labor could produce a 
bushel of wheat. 

Then came the inevitabe tragedy 
or such rape. The soil had its 
revenge. It turned itself into dust, 
picked up its precious toppings and 
threw them into the farmer's face. 
It finally decided to move, and it 
hasn't stopped moving since, so 
that drouth and dust storms may 
b~ counted on to provide front 
page headlines just as certainly as 
the floods can be counted on as 
they start their march to the sea 
by washing this same top soil into 
the gulches born of erosion. 

But such land bleeding has worn 
itself out-at least much of it has. 
We feel safe in stating 'that the 
new· Bishop of Wichita will find 
that the farmers of Kansas have 
learned their lesson. They are 
beginning to realize as the men of 
Nebraska and the Dakotas are 
beginning to realize that a farm 
to be a farm must be more than a 
"factory on wheels" and that 
farming is nothing if it is not a 
way of life. One has only to travel 
among these men to see how strong 
this new attitude is taking hold. 

The time, then, is most oppor
tune for spreading the concepts of 
Catholic agrarianism, and Bishop 

. Winkelmann is preeminently pre
pared for the task. His will be a 
great influence that cannot help but 
grow more wide and more intense 
as the years go on. His will be a 
devotion to an integrated rural 
apostolate. We of the Conference 
truly rejoice with the Bishop and 
for him. 

Ad multos annos! 
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RURAL PARISH SCHOOL MANA~EMENT 

THE recent awakening in the 
study of American rural life has 

brought to the light the rather 
astounding fact that the future 
growth of the Catholic Church in 
the United States is largely depen
dent on the growth of the Catho
lic rural population, and that it is 
therefore necessary that we retain 
on the farms, as farmers, a class 
which represents the best type of 
Christian manhood and woman
hood, and to whom the farm is, 
before all else, a home. To this 
end, the Church has been given a 

- new task and a new responsibility 
-that of prdviding for her chil-
dren in rural districts an education 
in which not only Catholic ideals 
of sacrifice and generosity may be 
preserved, but an education so dig
nifying the occupations of country 
life that b.oys and girls will become 
farmers not by het:edity nor neces
sity, but by choice. 

There can be little question that 
the rural parish school, organized 
and managed as it has been in the 
past, with its lack of adaptability 
to rural needs, and its general 
unattractiveness, is largely respon
sible for the away-from-the-farm 
movement among Catholics, and 
that it, the parish school, must be 
the chief agent in turning the cur
rent in the other direction. To this 
end, it is undoubtedly necessary 
that the rural parish schooJ be 
almost completely reorganized, 
that its curriculum be recon
structed, so that its education be 
such as will prepare for a career 
in the vocation most of its consti
tuents will follow. But no great 
cause is won in a day, nor are cus-

~ister M .. Andrea is professor of edu
catIOn at Holy Name College, Spokane. 
Wash. 
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toms and standards that have pre
vailed for a century dropped in a 
moment. Much social inertia, and 
much prejudice, have to be over
come before the ideal rural educa
tion is achieved. However, while 
planning and hoping for the 
future, much can be done here and 
now to train our pupils more effec
tively and satisfactorily. If the 
school is to fulfil its function prop
erly, if its training is to be truly 
effective, the teacher, on whom, 
after all, the burden of this respon
sibility rests, must be fully cogni
zant of her position. Although the 
Sisters who teach in these schools 
are sent indiscriminately to urban 
or rural parishes, although they 
hold the same grade of certificate, 
and are subject to the same system 
of supervision, they must be fur
ther qualified if they are to meet 
adequately the demands of the new 
ruralism. They must have a clear 
conception of the country school 
and an enthusiasm born of a 
knowledge of what ought to be 
done and how it may be accom
plished. They must be rural
minded, love rural life, have an 
understanding of, and sympathy 
with, its problems. Most of all, 
they must see clearly the relation
ship between successful rural life 
and the welfare of the Church, the 
Nation, and the individual. 

Most teachers are earnest, con
scientious, and eager to dd their 

,i 
the w~ 

das) 
part in this great work; they the same! 
ognize the importance of a and co~ 
culum related to rural life and To dol! 
needs, the necessity of of t 
their methods of teaching '!'f Recent ~, 
needs and nature of an ~~ a numO 
people; but they sometimes b;l nons for sue} 
realize the great importance' relations, as; 
influence of classroom bU"U""ILIOn,~ model sche~1 
and management. The way (an easily a~ 
school treats its pupils day by da liar needs.; 
has a more deep-seated infiuen!e researches i~ 
upon their attitudes, ideals, inter. of pupils i~ 
ests; understandings, and behavior the size of·: 
~han any merely verbal instruction anything, t 
It may present. The processes and efficiency 11 
activities of classroom manage. pupil achi:~ 
ment, concerned as they are with difference it 
the formation of orderly plans of or medium 
action or procedure, and with the er's oppor~ 
providing of a favorable physical. whole chil~ 
mental and social atmosphere for his spiritu~ 
the harmonious working of indio aeter deve 
viduals in a group, are by no decidedly l' 

means mere incidentals preparatory vail. Sinc~ 
to the actual work of teaching, but erected 011'1 
are essential to it. But such an envi· a fair-size! 
ronment, such an atmosphere, does the imm¢1 
not just happen. It is the result problem 1 
of wise and careful planning of classes is ii 
an effective classroom program; of 2. Delil 
the determining of routine factors: tors., 
of enlisting the cooperation of the The e1 
pupils in the care and improvement operatioq 
of the classroom, and in all activi· mechani~: 
ties that make the experience of the ments of 
group life more effective and more what t~l: 
satisfying. 

Since any attempt to formulate 
a list of solutions to the many dif
ficulties herein involved would 
necessarily fail to be sufficiently 
extensive to cover all situations. 
and since such problems are not 
solved by applying a rule or for
mula, but by the exercise of judg
ment, only the three general prob: 
Iems mentioned will be discussed. 

1. How to plan the program and 
find time for all the subjects with 
satisfactory instruction in each, is 
a most difficult problem in clasS
rooms including three or more 
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grades. To obtain the best results, 
bO~ever, it is perhaps well to 
apply the lwell-~nown s~heme 0df 
o\lping c asses mto sectlons, an 

g~the same time combine, alter
a ate, and correlate subjects liber
~y; To do this effectively gives 
evidence of marked teaching abil
ity.Recent books for teachers con
tain a number of helpful sugges
tions for such alternations and cor
relations, as well as a variety of 
model schedules which the teacher 
(an easily adapt to her own pecu
liar needs. Results of recent 
researches in regard to the number 
of pupils in classes indicate that 
the size of the class has little, if 
anything, to do with educational 
efficiency measured in terms of 
pupil achievement. If there is any 
difference it is in favor of the small 
or medium-sized class. The teach
er's opportunity for knowing the 
whole child in order better to guide 
his spiritual, intellectual, and char
acter development, is diminished 
decidedly when larger classes pre
vail. Since our parish schools are 
erected only where there is at least 
a fair-sized Catholic population in 
the immediate neighborhood, the 
problem of exceptionally small 
classes is eliminated. 

2. Determining of routine fac
tors. 

The efficient organization and 
operation of the more or less 
mechanical, fixed, or routine ele
ments of class work, the knowing 
what to do, and when and how 

• 
MY CHOICE 
By Myrtle Vorst Sheppard 

I might marry Michael, 
And sail the seven seas; 

Orl Joe or blue-eyed Larry! 
Oh. either one of these 

Would make a splendid husband l 

As far as husbands go; 
But Peter is a gardner 

And I love garden; so ! 

& 

Ave Maria, Aug. 27, 1938 -. 

to do it, are essential to good teach
ing. The primary purpose of rou
tine is to save the time and con~ 
scious effort of teacher and pupils 
by releasing the attention from 
fixed details so that the changing 
factors of classroom activity may 
be directed more effectively. Com
pliance with necessary routine 
requirements is also a good train
ing in itself, for besides helping 
to form habits of order, system, 
and promptness so valuable 
throughout life, it leads the chil
dren to realize through experience 
that any sort of group life requires 
cooperation in certain routines. 
Pupils who enter the room jos
tling, talking unnecessarily, and 
crowding, are neither conforming 
to the accepted social standards for 
such occasions nor forming habits 
which are of value to them indi
vidually. The manner of leaving 
the classroom should be the same 
as that expected of any group leav
ing a gathering such as church, the 
theater, or a public lecture. So it is 
with all the major activities that 
are ordinarily reduced to routine, 
such as leaving and re-entering the 
room, both individually and in 
groups; disposing of wraps; sharp
ening pencils; securing, using, dis
posing of books and materials of 
all kinds; and regulating the phy
sical conditions of the room. 
Orderly plans of action in regard 
to these routine elements will stim
ulate orderly plans of study and 
systematic thinking. 

3. Enlisting the cooperation of 
the pupils in the care and improve
ment of the classroom, and in all 
activities that make the experience 
of the group life more effective and 
more satisfying. 

3. The teacher who is a good 
organizer and manager will capi
talize the pupils' capacities for 
leadership by allowing them to 
share responsibility. 

By this means she will not only 
enlist their willing service and 
hearty cooperation, but will also 
aid them through this cooperative 
effort to develop those attitudes 

(Please turn to page 18) 
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SMALL TOWN 
INdENUITY . 

A 
NEW ENGLAND village whose 
citizens enjoy the use of an air
port, hospital, golf course arid a 

newly-paved Main Street with modern 
sewers and water mains. all without hav
ing paid any town taxes whatever for the 
past four years. has set up a record of 
municipal thrift that is being carefully 
studied by rural public officials. The secret 
of the wholesale cancellation of taxes lies 
in the municipal electric plant. which 
earns enough annually to bear the entire 
burden of public expenses. 

The village is Morrisville, Vermont 
whose population has never exceeded 
1.800 people. Taxes began to diminish 
w~e1l: Morrisville started a municipal elec
tnc lIght plant on the falls of the Lamoille 
River. forty-five years ago. according to 
an artlcle by V rest Orton. Vermont writer 
and t'ypographer. in, the magazine Free 
Amerzca. The total. income of the Ver
mont plant its first year was $3.000.49. 
This year it amounted to $86.830.36. 

Avoiding political control from the 
outset. the village enlisted an unpaid 
Board of Commissioners of local business
men. paying piecemeal for special services 
as required. Every expenditure was set 
down with Yankee succinctness. as for 
example: "To E. J. Brown. wood, 
$9.40; to Arthur Weeks. 31 days driving 
snow-roller. $62.00; to Fred Perkins 
turning water. $33.50." The commis~ 
sioners have served nearly a half century 
without salary. but advisory charges are 
fully met as testified by the item: "To 
Frederic Fleetwood. brains. $6.00." 

While laying aside in the local savings 
bank two per cent of its annual income 
for depreciation in use. Morrisville has 
been able to payoff all but $52.000 of 
the half million dollar plant. The village 
remains in debt for the $52.000 only 
because the thrifty Vermonters who own 
the outstanding bonds refuse to sell them. 
the village utility shares being an invest
ment of tested security. 

The net income of the plant for the 
past year was almost $30.000. a sum 
which topped comfortably the contribu
tions of the light company to expenses 
of the village. as follows: 

. Village tax .................. $13,455.98 
Hospital...................... 1.033.74 
Golf Course and Airport 237.63 
Winter Sports .............. 403.68 
Sewers ........................ 729.45 
Main Street ................ 12.000.00 

Total ..................... 1 .... $27.860.48 
C. A. Slayton, a sawmill operator who 

never studied electrical engineering. has 
managed the plant for forty years. Village 
families pay electric bills every six months. 
economizing on bookkeeping. A typical 
slx-month's bill for a nine room house 
generously lighted and serviced by an elec~ 
tric stove. toaster. refrigerator. vacuum 
cleaner. and heater. amounts to $11.50. 
or less than $2.00 a month. 

The Morrisville plant is cited by Free 
America as an example of what may be 
accomplished by intelligent local atcion 
without benefit of Federal subsidy. 
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RURAL PARISH SCHOOL 
MANAGEMENT 

(Continued from IJage 17) 

and habits of poise, Initiative, 
resourcefulness, and self-confidence 
that are indispensable to effective 
participation in any social group, 
and particularly necessary to over
come the sense of inferiority so 
prevalent among our children in 
rural districts. Services that can be 
rendered by committees or groups 
may be such as helping to keep 
cupboards clean and orderly; tak
ing charge of library, cloakroom, 
bulletin board and displays, and 
playground supplies. It may 
include the responsibility for 
adjusting windows and shades for 
best ventilation and lighting; 
mending books and materials. It 
is well to arrange to have all pupils 
take part in some way, sometimes 
choosing individuals for particular 
tasks because of special interest or 
fitness, sometimes because of a 
child's need of a special kind of 
experience which is entirely new to 
him, and often rotating the respon
sibilities so that each may have a 

liThe economic system itselF and the princi
ples which guide its executives must help to 
achieve security by establishing iI Fair dis
tribution of income between capital and 
labor. It must strive to establish an equilibri
um between farm income and city income. 

IF the rate of wages (notthe annual income) 
of the industrial worker in the city is out of 
balance with the rate of returns of the Farmer 
in the country, then there is bound to be un
employment and insecurity. 

Hence the duty of both groups is to work 
for a just balance between themselves instead 
of encouraging selFishness and greed which 
deFeat the interest of both, and violate the 
principles of morality •••• 

No one section of human society can be 
grievously injured without that injury react. 
ing harmFully in the final analysis upon all 
other sections of society .•. 

Our economic liFe then must be reorgan. 
ized not on the disintegrating principles of 
individualism but on the constructive princi. 
pie of social and moral unity among the 
members of human society." 

The Bishops' Statement Concerning The Church and 
Social Order. 
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variety of experiences. It is not 
enough, however, that the mem
bers of a limited group be well
disposed and cooperate among 
themselves. It is necessary that the 
youthful, self-centered ego expand 
to become our family, our class, 
our school, our community,· our 
nation. Larger sized group situa
tions may be made possible 
through whole school assemblies, 
pageants, and other cooperative 
activities. Intervisitation of· classes 
represents valuable training in the 
practice of courtesy and hospital
ity, and stimulates new intellectual 
interests. When children thus take 
part in making their classroom a 
pleasant place for effective work 
and in accepting the responsibilities 
connected with the efficient func
tioning of the social group, they 
are sharing one of the most educa
tive experiences of the school. 

'Perhaps the greatest problem at 
present in the management of 
many of our schools is that of 
carrying on a satisfactory educa
tional program in classrooms 
which consist of but little more 
than four walls and rows of fixed 
seats. It seems poor economy to 
place in the classroom a well
trained teacher and then to handi
cap her work by too limited sup
plies and only the essential text
books, such as are frequently 
found. It is as absurd to try to 
conduct a school without the nec
essary aids in the way of books, 
maps, globes, charts, etc., as it is 
to try to run a farm without 
implements or build a house with
out tools. Then, too, many of our 
teachers and pupils work under 
such hampering restrictions of 
inadequate space, and such 
unlovely and unhealthful sur
roundings that there is little won
der that school is found dull, unat
tractive, and unsatisfying. Teachers 
accept with good spirit the limita
tions to which they are subjected, 
for they realize that where parishes 
are small and economic conditions 
are unfavorable, the people are 
really unable to finance an adequate 
school. Very often, however, it is 
not lack of money, but lack of 

interest, and indifference, due 
haps, to lack of knowledge of 
ditions and of what the 
actuall y trying to 
Much can be and has been 
however, in some parishe 
improve conditions by the s 
~nd generous efforts of pastor 
people who have done the 
repair and improvement 
s~lves. A person w~o gives up 
tlt~e o~ substance In a project 
thiS kind, who haul; sand 
cment, who paints the 
house, who constructs the 
will have a vital interest in the 
school. In such parishes, our Cath
olic people have indeed felt 
burden and the injustice of a 
ble. school support; but they 
beheve, at the same time, that 
Catholic schools are more than 
worth their cost. 

The school is really a partner
ship affair; pastor, teachers, and 
parents are or should be co-labor
ers, mutual helpers in the training 
of the children. This relationship 
is important in every phase of the 
school's work. It follows, there
fore, that if the school is to attain 
the highest success, if it is to accom
plish the greatest amount of good 
for the parish, the patrons must be 
interested in its work and willing 
to cooperate in every possible way. 

There is little reason to doubt, 
that with this cooperation, and 
with school instruction, organiza
tion, and management adapted to 
rural needs, our rural parish school 
will become a dynamic force, 
attracting boys and girls of the 
country districts, and so fitting 
their lives as to show the value of 
the education it has to offer. It will 
supply them with the knowledge 
and skills required for successful 
living; it will uplift every phase of 
rural life, social and industrial. as 
well as intellectual; it will so relate 
its spirit and work to the life and 
vocation of agriculture, that the 
country shall not constantly be 
robbed of some of its best material, 
and that the Church will not be 
alarmed as to its future in rural 
districts. 
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I
N: 1812 al;1 Act of Congress estab~ . 
lished the Military tract extend~ 

ing from the Illinois River to the 
Mississippi River, arid 3,500,000 
acres of land were appropriated for 
military bounties. Immigration 
into the tract became active about 
the. year 1823 but was later 
retarde.d because of conflicts over 
tax titles. A century passed and 
we find Catholicity not too rugged 
in portions of this tract. The pau~ 
city of churches and missions evi~ 
dence the slow inroads made by 
Catholics during that period. In 
this rolling Illinois territory there 
are entire counties without a single 
resident priest. . 

The Aledo parish is located a 
few miles from the Illinois~Iowa 
boundary. Born thirty years ago 
of vicissitudes and much sacrifice, 
nurtured by the Catholic Exten~ 
sion Society, its pastor' s ministra~ 
tions today encompass an area of 
approximately 500 square miles. 
Three missions are attached to the 
home parish: Preemption, Mather~ 
ville, and Viola. Each has, in the 
years of careful supervision by 
active priests and the interested 
participation of parishioners, 
become a unit of importance. The 
long miles separating one from the . 
other have been erased in the desire 
to further the cause of' Christ and 
to bring Him into the home. While 
miles of mud and clay have given 
?,ay to lines of concrete, affording 
In most instances a readier acces~ 
sibility for priest and parishioner, 

--Ii. H. Ross, editor of The Register, 
Peoria, 1lI. 

there are still many miles of dust 
and dirt to be traveled for religion. 

As time and the advance of civ~ 
ilization made conditions better, it 
was not unusual that the people 
of each parish should have regular 
Sunday Mass. The pastors who 
have labored in the territory, have 
consistently braved the rigors of 
rain and storm, of mud and snow, 
to serve the four parishes. Through 
it all, men, women, and children 
have been able to kneel at the feet 
of Christ on Sunday morning to 
lift their hearts in thankful prayer 
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mails. 

But religion needs more than. 
Sunday morning service. It needs 
the education of the children, the 
healing of breaches, the restoration 
of the slipping, the entry of those 
seeking truth, and a thousand 
other things. In lieu of any bet~ 
ter alternative, each pastor was 
forced to resort to Sunday morn~ 
ing catechism and casual instruc~ 
tions. It was about the only time 
conditions permitted a group to 
gather. 

And then throughout the coun~ 
try there came the Religious V aca~ 
tion Schools. The program 
enlarged upon the meagre Sunday 
morning instruction for those who 
throughout the year were denied 
a parochial school education. The 
religion vacation schools offered a 
tremendous upturn in the matter 
of religious instruction for chil~ 
dren too frequently denied such a 
program. 

In the fall of 1927 the Rev. J. 
T. Shields became pastor of the 
Aledo parish. During the summer 
of 1928 he conducted for one 
month a religious vacation school, 
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one of the first of its kind in' the 
Diocese. of Peoria. He was aided in 
the work by two Sisters of Charity 
of Dubuque and a seminarian, who 
writes this account. During the 
following years similar schools 
were held, until in 1934 the Cate~ 
chists from Huntington, Indiana, 
came to give assistance for several 
weeks of the summer months. In 
1936, six Sisters of St. Francis, the 
Order in charge of the present 
project, conducted a three weeks' 
school in the Roosevelt Military 
Academy Buildings at Aledo. The 
children came daily in a chartered 
bus-some traveling a. distance of 
twenty~five miles. During the years 
miSSions, retreats, and novenas 
were held and religious instruction 
with stereopticon slides and other 
approved devices were given. 

These measures, each in its own 
way, were productive of good. 
They were, at least, an enlarge~ 
ment upon the necessarily brief 
instructions of the rest of the year, 
and did much to effect inter~parish 
unity. But the results were not 
commensurate with the labors and 
expense invoh;ed. Realizing that a 
central parochial school was· 
unthinkable, and again the neces~ 
sity of giving our children in these 
days a practical knowledge of their 
religion, an experiment was 

launched in the Aledo parish in 
September, 1938, which bids fair 
to set a precedent for other parishes 
similarly circumstanced. If Mo
hammed could not go to the moun~ 
tain; the mountain would go to 
Mohammed! 

In the Fall of 1937 the pastor 
approached His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. J. H. Schlarman, D.D., 
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Bishop bf Peoria.· Though the 
Bishop may have questioned the 
sanity of the pastor and his dream, 
he was most gracious and encotir~ 
aging. The proposition was put to 
the Mother of the Sisters of Saint 
Francis'in Peoria, who was quite 
enthusiastic about the idea-but it 
was new, scarcity of Sisters, etc. 

As outlined to her by Father 
Shields, it consisted of two main 
objectives: the educatiien of the 
children and contact with the peo
ple of the four parishes. It meant 
introducing the Sisters into au 
unfamiliar type of work and an 
untraveled ·path. It meant experi
ment with glorious success hang
ing in one scale and continuance 
of old methods on the other. Oh, 
it meant a let of things that could 
not be foreseen or prophesied. But 
above all it meant that it was 
worth taking a chance for Christ ! 

With a prayer on their lips and 
courage in their hearts, the pastor 
and Sisters began the fateful experi
ment. A house for the home of the 
Sisters was rented and an interested 
parishioner donated a new 1938 
Plymouth car (now called Saint 
Christepher) to carry the Sisters 
about the large parish, in which 
they were to make Christ better 
known and better loved. (Fore
warned the Sisters had secretly 
practiced driving a car and thus far 
managed, with the help of good 
luck and a good horn, to negotiate 
all nooks and crannies of the Aledo 
parish.) 

The main objective ef the pro
gram was the teaching of religion 
to the children and young people 
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of the parish. In each of the pai-. 
ishes, plus the home church,a 
course in religion is conducted so 
that each pupil is given one hour 
of instruction twice a week. The 
groups are divided and each ef the 
Sisters is entrusted with the 
instruction of her particular group. 
In the session just concluded it was 
possible, with the generous under
standing of officials in some of the 
places, to have the children during 
school hours. In other places the 
sessions were held after the school 
was dismissed for the day. In 
Aledo. the children met in the par
ish church and hall; in Viola and 
Matherville in the church and at 
private homes; in Preemption at a 
private home. An outline compris
ing Bible History, Catechism, 
Church History and Singing was 
followed. 

. As an example of the attention 
given students during the nine 
months the experiment is under 
way, as compared with the cursory 
instructiens of former days and the 
sessions of religious vacation 
schools, it is noted that the Sisters 
taught a total of 794 hours in this 
time: 209 hours to High School 
pupils and 585 hours to grade 
school children. Threughout the 
period there were 190 children 
receiving the benefits; of this num
ber, 45 were high school and 145 
grade school. 

In the educational set-up it may 
be well to remember there were 
some Catholic children, who were 
unable hecause of dista,nce, bad 
roads, etc., to attend the regular 
classes. The Sisters carried on a 
correspondence course with these 
students and sent out 90 lessons. 
Significant also is the fact that 16 
non-Cathdlic children received 
either partial or full instruction 
through the year; four of whom 
have been baptized and received 
their First Holy Communion. 

Besides the twice-weekly instruc
tions, four summer schoels of two 
weeks each were conducted for the 
missions and the home parish. A 
total of 180 children attended dur
ing this time. Local authorities 

gave the high school or 
school buildings for the classes. 

Not least in the educational 
gram was the Kindergarten. 
feature proved so successful 
offers from some non 
have come to pay the tuition 
any child who may be unable 
meet the expenses next year. 
non-religious kindergarten 
eleven Catholic children and 
teen nOon-Catholic was held for 
term of twenty~eight weeks. At 
end of the period thirteen children, 
ready for first grade, were gradu. 
ated. 

The second objective planned in 
establishing the Sisters in the Aledo 
parish was parish visiting. That 
innumerable advantages accrue to 

'a pastor from these visits has been 
demonstrated by the wide use of 
the Sisters of Service, Toronto, 
Canada; and the Parish Visitors of 
Mary Immaculate, New York, in 
many of the larger cities and par
ishes of the country. Certainly the 
same method would be advanta
geous to a pastor in a rural parish 
where the years of inadequate 
instruction and attendance to reli
gious duty have taken their toll. 
The traditions of the past and the 
laxity caused by wide separation 
necessarily meant leakage. 

During the day when classes are 
not in session the Sisters are on the 
road. Armed only with a census 
card and an implicit trust in the 
majority' of mankind to treat the 
religious garb with courtesy, the 
traveling Sisters have accomplished 
an incredible amount of good 
through these visitations. They 
have comforted the sick. They 
have been graciously received at 
the home of every Catholic and 
non-Catholic at which they called. 
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Valuable data for the parish 
. have been secured in the 251 

Catholic homes in which the cen
IUS was taken. There still remain 
lollle yet to be visited. And the 
pastor has been given an insight 
;nto his parish impossible to attain 
ilirough his own efforts. 

Aside from taking the census 
in the homes the Sisters have made 
a total of 905 calls, consisting of 
443 re-check calls, 149 visits to the 
lick, 119 calls where no one was 
home at the time, and 194 non
Catholic homes obtaining a reli
gious census there. These calls, all 
of them, meant hours of traveling 
from door to door. They meant 
persistence and meeting disappoint
ments with a renewal of courage. 
These 1, 156 caUs and the time 

)r a necessary in coUecting the data con
the slitute a labor of gigantic propor-

ren, tions the fruit of which cannot be 
du- estimated. 

One of their happy memories are 
1 in the calls on the non-Catholics. In 
edo the 194 non-Catholic homes vis
hat ited by the Sisters there has not 

to been one instance of anything bor-
een dering of bigotry or dislike. They 
of have not only been respectfully 

to, treated but there have been many 
of inquiries about the Catholic faith. 
1D L est one might think the Sis-

ar-:he ters are through with their labors 
when calls have come to a halt for 
the day or classes are not in ses
sion; it might be weU to note the 
many other services rendered the 
parish through their actlVltles. 
They have spent 146 hours in 
choir practice, held 55 meetings 
for the altar boys, cared for the 
sanctuary of God's house, given 
90 private instructions to adults 
Or children, conducted 16 Sodality 
meetings, and directed 47 Legion 
of Mary meetings which were a 
combination of Legionary work 
and study club. 

ta
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:l There is no doubt that a new 

era of religious activity has been 
Ushered into Aledo parish. To pro
mote a better understanding of 
Catholic religion, space in four 
Weekly county papers has been 

secured by the Catholic Informa
tio,n Sodiety of Mercer County. 
Magazines, pamphlets, papers and 
articles have been dis.tributed in 
Catholic and non-Catholic homes. 
Literature, canceUed stamps, and 
cards have been sent to the mis
SlOns. 

Where before, social activities 
have been more or less restricted 
by physical conditions or handi
caps, a definite effort has been made 
to inject this necessary part 
of parochial life into the picture. 
The supervision of the Sisters, 
aided by the cooperation of par
ents and children, has done much 
to promote parish activities. At the 
opening of the project last Sep
tember a High Mass in honor of 
the Holy Ghost was sung. During 
this Mass the children of high 
school and coUege age received 
Holy Communion;· after the serv
ices a breakfast was served in the 
hall. In November, Monsignor 
Ligutti, Granger, Iowa, past Pres
ident of the Catholic Rural Life 
Movement, addressed the young 
people of the four parishes at a 
dinner in St. Catherine's hall. The 
Legion of Mary promoted a Moth': 
er-Daughter Communion and 
Breakfast on Mother's Day. The 
coronation of the statue of the 
Blessed Virgin was held in each 
of the parishes; four First Com-

NEW CHURCH· 

munion classes were prepared; 
demonstrations of class work were 
given by the children, and other 
programs were presented. 

Such, in short, is the experiment 
that has been tried in a large rural 
parish this past year. No one would 
have the rashness to place the 
stamp of perfection on it at this 
early date, nor would it be judi- / 
cious to say that it has solved all 
the problems connected with a 
parish so vast and so scattered. The 
experiment, after all, has been tried 
for only one year and the results 
posited on that year's efforts may 
be many years in showing them
selves. Nevertheless, there has been 
an immense amount of work done, 
work which, heretofore, had to be 
done by the pastor in the best way 
possible~ Four are now doing the 
work that one tried to do. 

Thousands of parishes in the 
country are hampered with the 
same problems that confront the 
Aledo parish. Scattered families, 
distance, weather conditions, etc., 
aU-make the continued and neces
sary religious contact a difficult 
task. Yet, with good will, a 
planned execution of activities, and 
a heart to bring Christ to all, some
thing may be accomplished 
through a plan similar to the one 
just described. 

(St. Mary's, Winnebago, Minn.) 

Designed by man and raised beneath his hand; 
Formed of the things of earth, cleft stone and wood, 
A church new built is beauty on the land; 
Men praise its purpose, bless, and call it good. 
Through golden summers and the winters' white, 
Dawn, dusk and Sabbath, men steadfastly fare 
To holy walls that house the soul's Delight . . 
Great lives and little lives are leveled there. 

Something there is most precious and inspiring 
In walls of beauty reared on sacred sod; 
Something holy sprung from hearts desiring 
A fitting place wherein to worship God; 
A thing outlasting rugged wood and stone 
No church was ever built of these alone. 

Florence Hynes Willette 
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UTOPIA IN THE AFTERNOON 

T HE gentle excitement which a 
perfectly ordinary landscape 

engenders, when seen through the 
narrow frame of a train window, 
is one of our small and sweet com
pensations for all the pain and 
grime of a colorless age. 

I am riding the train again
where to, it doesn't matter. Suffi
cent to say that my appointment 
is with Business. 

Some men dream over port or 
pipe, others prefer the creek-side; 
but I dream best on a train. From 
my green plush corner I see the 
world roll by, and, once again, 
as in countless train rides before, 
my imagination shrugs off its 
everyday bonds and takes a holi
day. 

Out of the window brown 
mounds and dips approach, come 
abreast and flow a,way. I daren't 
call them hills and valleys, for 
they are neither vast nor grand 
enough for such poetical titles. But 
as mounds and dips go, they are 
just right for this country which 
is low and rolling. 

Wide, wavy fields are squared 
off and neat by fence, stone and 
poplar row. Trees abound, but not 
in wild uncivilized disorder. A 
knot of oaks usually means a 
dwelling, and in the winter-it is 
winter now-I can see some farm
er's house and outbuildings 
through the naked boughs. 

There is romance of a subtle fla
vor in the gabled and gingerbread
decked facade. 

What would I not do with such 
a house, with lands like these! I 
see myself living in rich austerity, 
ruling my few feudal acres with 
wisdom and generosity. There 

Brooke Hilary St. C.' Stewart is a writer 
living in New York City. 

would be abundance and no waste. 
A noble picture my imagination 
has conjured up! But I am not 
satisfied with the picture. Surely 
I can do something better with 
the demesne outside my window. 
Something warmer and bigger. 
These fields will not bring forth 
for me, for I am no ruler, no man
ager. Nor is one farm enough for 
this impatient, holiday -jaunting 
imagination of mine. 

What then? 
Other houses, barns and fields 

surge smoothly toward me; roll 
quietly away. There, in the mid
dle distance, are six, ten, a dozen 
buildings, maybe more, hugging 
each other comfortably. It is an 
embryo village, set like a homely 
gem on the ribbon-road that runs 
to, through and out of it. 

The roofs are silver under the 
two o'clock sun, and the bare
branched trees make lacework of 
the houses' white clap-boarding. I 
would like to live in one of those 
white houses. I would like to see 
this cluster of homes grow and 
spread. I would like to help. 

Already my errant imagination 
has peopled the hamlet with 
thrifty, humorous toilers; with 
happy, healthy children, all ages 
and lots of them. A school of 
sorts is held, and a rough building 
houses this necessary activity. It, is 
a good school. The villagers have 
made teachers of themselves-tak
ing turns and working very hard 
at the job. I teach the classes of 
mathematics and ancient' history. 
I am learning a great deal. 

There is snow in December, for 
ours is the north country and we 
have revived the winter pleasures. 
We have sleighing parties in great
sledded sleighs drawn by heavy 
farm horses, and our evening has 

its climax in the yellow
schoolhouse where there is 
to a native orchestra and 
for we are musicians and cook 
well as farmers. S 

. Holidays our village 
with pomp and joy. We let 
drop of the Christmas wine 4lIHl .... ···--

down unsavored. On the 
Eve our young pastor and his 
tant cover their warmest 
with the finest linen of OUr 

church and go forth into the 
followed by the men and the 
of the choir. All carry .-... ~LU>_~'. 
candles would not survive 
wind-and pierce the clear cold dlr, •• UV''''

with carols. Down our one 
ing street-a street deserted by 
rangement-they pace. As 
home is reached a boy knocks 
the door, and the family of 
house appears-mitten ed, 
flered, joyful-and joins the 
olling procession. 

At lengtH the entire village is 
met in the street. It is Christmas 
Eve and all my neighbors are sing
ing a welcome as they wind their 
way through the lantern-lit town. 

You see them entering a dark 
building at the far end of the 
street. What is within? The build
ing, it is a barn, is not big enough 
to hold them all, so some wait 
outside until the others have done. 
We will enter now, carefully, lest 
we disturb our kneeling neighbors. 
We kneel too, in joy and gratitude 
before Him. He lies there, open· 
eyed and smiling, straw scratching 
His bare arms; soft silks about His 
little legs. 

to save. ", 
ii 
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(e is 
,mas 
mg· 
:heir 

Is He not beautiful. our tiny 
? So thinks His Mother 
white hands are stretched 

indelicate cal1.e!Ss. So think 
skin-cloaked watchers and 
three regal gentlemen. All 
before the Scene. Plaster? 

IlInlWll.u~av .... ! 
Tomorrow ':Ve will have our 

and our turkeys; tonight 
hearts and voices are raised in 

to the Guest. Such is our 
; we will return to the 

now. for it is midnight and 
the blessed world is born. 
Christmas is the peak of a year 

with birthdays. carnival 
and holy days. The holiday 
is the cord of gold that binds 

days together. Yet all is not 
in this habitation of men. 

are live and breathing beings. 
marionettes. and we have work 

do. children to rear and souls 
save. 
The majority farm the land 

which laps our homes. The little 
farms are tidy. well-groomed bits 
of nature. yellow. green and brown 
earth-shades. bordered and fenced 

so. We have a healthy respect 
boundary lines. 

Two of our number keep dairy 
farms; clean straw and whitewash 
and glossy-brushed cow-bodies 

me. you smell there. From these beasts. 
lest smooth. heavy and patient. stand

two long rows. nose to nose. 

wn. 
!ark 
the 

ild· 
ugh 
vait 

all the milk our village can 

Milk we have. and honey too. 
The betkeeper is the fiddler in our 
orchestra. and his music is as soft 

the humming of his insects. and 
as sweet as the liquor they brew. 
lIe is teaching the miller's son and 
the butcher's son to play on the 
fiddle. Already we are people with 
a tradition. 

Already we are trammg our 
children to take our places. Boys 
~nd girls are busy with more than 
ooks and play. The grown are 

Illasters of their crafts and the 
Yh.ung are serving real apprentice
s IpS. Theirs will be a heritage 

and outlandish to their 

city-bred. vocational school-
trained contemporaries. 

Weep not for the mites. Their 
;work is. and will be. a joy to 
them. They wili grow up to be 
good butchers and beekeepers; 
good carpenters and fiddlers. ,We 
have rediscovered a better medicine 
for workers than any of the city
born schemes could ever be. The 
Guild lives again. Guild banners 
flutter in the holiday procession. 
ami man finds pride once more in 
confessing his craft before men. 

Our town is busy and healthy. 
we have a shoemaker who makes. 
as well as mends. shoes; we have a 
wheelwright who makes wheels. 
There are more carpenters in the 
street than when we began. 

Our village has no gasoline 
pumps or billboards. we parade on 
Saints' days and the city visitors 
say we are living in the Middle 
Ages. . 

To us this is no reproach. If we 
have caught and held the faith and 
sense of the past and woven it into 
this present. what shame? 

How must my neighbors. who 
do their own work. with their own 
tools. on their own land. envy the 
bought and paid for serfs of the 
city? 

Let those of the city. if it pleases 
them. live by hire; rent out their 
hands and heads to do another's 
toil; exist in hired narrow cells. 
owning nothing. We grudge them 
none of these delights. For us, my 
imagination has built a better 
thing. The lands outside my win
dow have been put to use .... 

But a uniformed stranger is 
shouting at me. I' make myself 
attend him. though I cannot 
understand why I should be. dis
turbed. He says it is time to get 
out. that I must leave the train 
and the train window. vacate my 
green plush seat and remove my 
luggage because I have come to the 
l~st stop. 

Dazedly. Ilook about me. I find 
that time has rolled away as 
smoothly as my fields. The village 
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I have been living in is not. after 
all. a real place; my imagination 
reluctantly returns to its cubby
hole of proper subordination. for 
this is the city. and I have an 
appointment with Business. 

AGRICULTURE - AN AIRPLANE 
SURVEY 

(Continued from page· 2) 

erollion. a land once so rich in soils 
and favorable climates. But may 
be these southern people have fine 
clothes. clothes in abundance. 
What do they do with all this cot
ton? No. They are too poor to use 
for themselves the cotton they 
raise. Does the nation benefit by 
their exchange of cotton for food r 
It would seem not. For if all the 
clothing which was available in 
this country in 1938 had been dis
tributed. equally. each man and boy 
would have obtained' for that year 
one-half a suit. one-sixth of an 
overcoat. three shirts. one-half of 
a sweater and two and one-ninth 
hats. Each woman and girl would 
have obtained for that year two
fifths of a coat. one-half of a 
sweater. two and one-third hats. 
and three and two-third dresses. 

This land in the south is also 
the land of "emergency" diet. a 
diet of canned foods of the poorest 
varieties. a diet of corn bread. of 
low grade molasses and sow belly 
pork. Nowhere in this country are 
families nearer the point of starva
tion. Pellagra. the disease which 
affects so many here. is in reality 
a type of starvation. Diet statistics 
show that only four million fam
ilies in this nation provide or buy 
for themselves an "adequate" diet. 
Two million families enjoy what 
the government experts call a "lib"" 
eral" diet. More than half of our 
families in the cities live on a "sub-



sistence" diet, a diet only a little 
better than an "emergency" diet, 
a diet consisting of a poor quality 
of canned foods and very seriously 
deficient in milk, fruits and vege-, 
tables. 

But what is this that we seem 
to be eating as we fly into the 
west? Our pilot informs us that 
we have reached the edge of the 
bowl of dust. And so now dust 
becomes a part of our diet. 

Far below us the landscape has 
changed to vast expanses of plowed 
ground and the dust rolls up to 
meet us. Crawling, crawling every-

The Church's Blessing 
of Seeds 
.. From the Roman Ritual 

LET US PRAY - - We beseech Thee, 
o Lord, and humbly pray that Thou 
wilt bless these fruitful seeds; that 
Thou wilt favor them with gentle winds 
and rain from heaven; and that Thou 
wilt bring them safely to full maturity 
for the nourishment of both body and 
soul. This we ask through Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

where, are huge machines followed 
by new clouds of dust. If we were 
in the war zone, we would con
clude that they were tanks, but we 
are in the Middlewest, a peaceful 
country, where we peacefully 
destroy OUr land with tractors, 
while we gamble for the biggest 
wheat crops and the biggest corn 
crops. 

Each year the tractors have 
become more numerous, the 
plowed expanses bigger. The 
homesteaders, the pioneers, the 
more recent landowners, have trac
tored themselves out. They have 
gone on to California to play their 
miserable part in the "grapes of 
wrath," the story of proletarian, 
migratory, gypsy labor on the vast 
corporation farms of the Western 
Coast. 
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Renters, rural laborers drive the 
dust bowl tractors for banker own
ers and absentee investors. Here is 
specialized factory farming on the 
march. Family land owners also 
follow the factory system. Costs 
of operation rise. Productivity per 
acre falls. Grain is hauled out. 
Straw is burned. No organic sub
stance is returned to the soil. The 
moisture, with nothing to hold it, 
runs off in rapid floods or soon 
evaporates through the dusty sur
faces. The day is not far distant 
when most of these tractors will 
stand still in the cropless dust. 
Many of them are rusting now in 
the fence corners, waiting to be 
kniried by the dust. 

Up through Kansas, Nebraska, 
the Dakotas, and to the East 
through Iowa and Illinois the tra
gic evidenJe of what commercial 
farming can do to rich and pros
perous states stretches out before 
us. Everywhere we see land fast 
becoming barren, low yields of 
wheat and corn. These men on the 
land call themselves farmers, but 
they are really nothing more than 
cogs in the mass production mach
ine. They haul their products 
a way (corn, wheat, hogs, ste~rs) 
in freight cars, and buy back in 
little packages, pound by pound, 
practically everything that appears 
on the family table, in many cases 
even the vegetables. They sell their 
wheat for fifty to eighty cents a 
bushel, and along with city con
sumers buy back the bushel for 
eight dollars in the form of eighty 
loaves of bread sliced and wrapped 
in cellophane, paying all t~e 
charges that forty to fifty middle
men make in the centralized hand
ling,. 

Our pilot brings the plane to 
rest on the Chicago field. Having 
adjusted our legs once again to 
terra firma the inevitable question 
arises: 

What did the air picture give 
us? ... Naturally, it should have 
given us a conspectus of our 
nati'on; what social security, what 
organic social structure we have; 
and what we lack. But specifically, 

what social facts rise out of 
picture whose economic 
ground is mass production? 
the main fact, the central 
the problem of the proletarian 
and his shrinking family., 
to a type of industrial ' 
often in want, and when not 
want, racked by the fears of 
curity? And does not 
social fact rise out of this 
together of the proletariat; 
the absence of real comm 
the larger families made 
many families who can 
together in high!er social 
isms? A community is more 
a vast number of people who 
within hailing distance of 
other. Communities that will 
tion organically are 
impossible under the condition 
"skyscraper" urbanism. A 
may live in Apar'tment D, 
floor, for ten years and never 
the man who lives in No.6, 
one. On city blocks there is 
planning along social and 
nomic lines. In the chaotic, . 
dualistic urban mass and its 
gonistic classes always in 
the most that one can hope for 
the way of social structure'is 
mere juxtaposition of many hnnl.I'!'."'OV 

as we have at bigger and 
football games or as we have 
politicians come to town, and 
mobs climb on prominent band
wagons. 

Secure families, secure commun
ities, secure vocational groupS, sim
ply cannot tctke root, grow and 
develop in the barren, eroded eco' 
nomic and social soil' of mass pro
duction proletarianism. And the 
land proletariat moves from place 
to place too often to establish a 
community. , 

This country was richly 
endowed. Our people are good peo
ple, people with more than aver~ 
age talents. Our fathers gave us , 
rich heritage in land and democra-
, '. I rnment. tiC, constitutlOna gove 

D h ·, b l'n<10ut 
oes not t e au picture r " 

nev-the further facts that we have 
ertheless taken roads to dangeroUS 
. . h d be exact, msecunty, tree roa s to 
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lead away from. functional, 
structure in the social 

first road leading us to inse
is the failure to practice 

in the ownership and 
of productive goods. Deci

in our giant corporations are 
l.hD·roel:I.'· power of the majority 

nrh".I'OI .. UV'''---- The rich person with a 
shares casts a thousand 

Money power determines 
destiny, policy. 

and consumer interests can
adequately express themselves. 

money rules and receives 
benefits in the business world. 

piles up and production 
I'IU''''U.~~~' In our business there is 

the dictatorship of the few 
their voting dollars. The 

third of our families in the 
group have all that money 

buy and receive besides $7,-
000,000 each year which 
do not use, but put away for 

further investment and further 
power in the business world, while 
most of the lower two-thirds of 

families possess no productive 
. ,no productive properties, 
are often w1ithout adequate 
clothing and shelter. They 

go further into debt to the 
extent of $1,400,000,000 each 

The second road to insecurity is 
home without production, or, 

another angle, the mass pro
duction food business with its 

cents, out of the food 
going for mileage and serv-

Why do we load food in 
and greater volume on 

. cars and trucks and give it 
a ride: dairy products one thou
sand miles, fruits fifteen hundred 
miles. dressed meats one thousand 

Jly miles; while vitamins escape and 
~o· forty to fifty middlemen take fees 
er' W'ebuy it. back in little cello" 
; J Phaned morsels? Most of it could 
:a' be grown in basketfuls in gardens, 
Jt. 1Il fields around our homes and 
ur in the homes to wait for the 
v' 

little'd:istribution process 
home storage to home con-

US 

;t, 

sumption, a distribution· that 
involves no costs whatsoever. 

The third road is larid robbing, 
land mining, and land mechanics 
with their erosions, floods and fall
ing yields per acre. Factory brains 
at work ttn the fields, applying 
mechanics to the great productive 
forces that lie hidden in life, run 
counter'to the bio-dynamics of the 
soil, the bio-dynamics of living 
things, the laws of life in earth
worms, in plants and animals and 
men. 

These roads to insecurity are 
serious factors in the breakdown 
of organic social groups: families,·· 
commumt1es, functional bodies 
and finally the State. 

RUiral sociology, the Catholic 
Rural Life brand, desires to close 
these three roads that lead to urban 
and rural insecurity .. 

It will close the first by the res
toration of food productivity in 
the rural home. It will restore a 
democratic ownership and control 
of the land, the family's ownership 
and control of the land. It will 
integrate many urban homes with 
a small acreage, and lead the urban 
industrial man and his poor fam
ily not to Utopia, but to the source 
of a thousand organic powers, the 
land. They too may have flowers 
that bloom, hens that lay faith
fully, and gardens that are fruit
ful. And though the man remains 
on the belt line, he and his family 
no longer belong to the proletariat. 
The Cooperative movement will 
build up to give effective protec
tion against monopolies, against 
domination in business, against, 
excessive concentration of wealth. 
There will be effective protection 
against a corporation system which 
today gives not only all control 
but also all profits to capital., 
Money will again become as it 
should, be, the servant of the peo
ple. Social groups will climb into 
the saddle. Owning and control
ingessential economic processes, 
social groups will become the mas
ters of their own destiny. 
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"~gricuItUte i~ tb.t mo~t btaItbful. 
mo~t u~tful unb mo~t nolJlttmplop
mtnt of man," 

George W.shington 

• 
Catholic Rural Life will close 

the second road by solving the 
problem of distribution, refusing 
to aIIow it to develop in the mat
ter of food to mass production 
proportions. Food will be pro
duced locally, as great a variety as 
may be, and with methods that do 
not fail. For Catholic Rural Life 
closes the third road, the road of 
agricultural ignorance and destruc
tion, with the teaching of an agri
culture that is intelligent and sci
entific; namely, bio-dynamic agri
culture, a soil biology, a safe pro
cess that recognizes the great life 
powers that lie hidden in land and 
its organisms; its earthworms, its 
soil bacteria, its powers to produce 
for man and beast, before it pro
duces wheat for the wheat pit and 
cotton for Wall Street. 

Because vital, foundational. 
organic cells and members build 
the social body, the organic struc
ture of a nation, we ask sociolo
gists to recognize some of the 
weaknesses in the glitter of inor
ganic, mechanized communities. 
We ask you to look more and more 
to the land, its productive home, 
the rural community, decentralized 
living and its Rochdale coopera
tives, the land and its intelligent, 
bio-dynamic treatment. In fact, we 
warn you that you cannot build 
your ultimate social goal-the 
organic functional groups, i.e., 
functionally organized agriculture 
and functionally organized indus
tries-unless you be concerned 
about the foundational organic 
cells and members: the families 
and communities on the land, their 
productive homes, their coopera
tives, their knowledge and love of 
the soil, their rural life and cul
ture. 
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AGRICULTURE IN THE 
NEXT DECADE 

(Continued from page 5) 

American agriculture is in need of 
numerous rural villages, with rural 
schools and churches, where the 
community spirit can be attained 
and where the crafts will once 
again flourish. There is the need 

llfor smaller farms, so that more· 
people. will be able to engage in 
agriculture, and so that the restor
ation of the right balance between 
urban and rural life will be estab
lished. And, beyond doubt, there 
is need for a". practical scheme for 
financing subsistence homesteads-· 
both for the propertyless already 
in rural areas and for those, few 
though they may be, in urban cen
ters who would welcome the values 
which life on the land hr'ing(s. 
Government funds will beneces
sary. Yet two plans along such 
lines have already been rejected by 
Congress. Will the 1940's see wis
dom coming forth? 

Proposals for the self-sufficient 
farm are jeered as an attempt to 
fight progress and science. So firmly 
have size and interdependence been 
associated with progress that rare 
is the person who understands that 
they have no necessary relation. 
But as regards agriculture, at least, 
we can now prove that the more 
progressive and more scientific 
method involves a return to smaller 
units and personal, as against 
mechanized, cultivation. The 
prophet of this potential agricul
tural revolution is Ehrenfried 
Pfeiffer. His treatise on Bio-Dyna
mic Farming and Gardening is the 
. most revealing document" in the 

&S 

"~o to tbe ant. e sIuggarb. anb 
consiber ber bJaps anb learn bJisbom; 
lllbicb aItbougb sbe batb no guibe, 
nor master, nor captain, probibtfb 
ber meat for berself in summer. anb 
gatbertfb ber foob in.tbe barb est. " 

(Proverbs 6) 
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history of American agriculture. It 
has nothing to do with reforming· 
and bolstering up individualistic, 
large scale farming. It is a demand 
for a new way of agriculture 
·(which is really the old way, the 
way that enabled Europeans to 
preserve and increase the fertility 
of their soil for centuries.) He 
attacks the American way of large 
scale farming, not with the idea 
which prompted the English weav
ers to destroy looms, but on the 
basis that it is less productive, less! 
scientific, and destined to destroy 
the fertility of our land. He con
demns commercial fertilizers, not 
because they are an innovation, but 
because they are less valuable than 
organic composts and because they 
kill the earthworms which playas 
important a part in cultivation as 
the plow. Tractors and commer
cial fertilizers are great instruments 
for exploiting the soil and tempo
rarily increasing yield, But they 
are dead and artificial things. Only 
what is organic can improve the 
organic: "Good manuring is 
always the basis of all agriculture." 

Let us assert on every hand that 
the most progressive farming is 
bio-dynamic farming.· Bio-dyna1 
mic farming demands small farms 
diversified farms, subsistence farms 
Above all it means personal and 
intimate care of land and crops, 
and thus a good deal of manual 
labor. A farmer in white trousers 
riding merrily along in a stream
lined tractor with an enclosed 
cabin, a radio blaring (such things 
have already happened) is not a 
symbol of advance and progress. 
He is simply a monstrosity. Farm~ 

• ing is motherhood. Substitute the 
mechanized and impersonal for 
tender solicitousness, and the 
essence is destroyed. 

There is a current tendency to 
dismiss conclusions of common 
sense with the term over-simplifi
cation. If one proposes that most 
of the problems of rural society 
could be solved by a return to sub
sistence farming, he is told that 
even if such a return were desir-

able, it would be 
because of the complex 
involved. Perhaps there is a 
of truth in that attitude. 
truer to say that the 
sociologists and agricultural 
'are guilty of over
They quote laws and recite 
tics until everything is quite 
telligible and the victim is 
convinced that if a change 
so many factors, it cannot 
achieved. Charts and figures 
mathematical equations can 
become terrifying when the 
ity is talking in terms of 
of men, millions of acres, and 
lions of dollars. 

But if one begins at the 
end, the complexities begin to 
solve. Take each particular case 
ask of it: would it be possible 
this rural family to become 
self -sufficient? Could it cut 
on its acreage, fium more 
and intensively, and still get 
Could it reduce its expenses 
making for (itself products 
which it now pays urban 

There is scarcely a farm 
where the answers would not 
affirmative, and in no case 
it involve going backwards 
human values-though it 
tionably would mean a neW 
of economy. But with this . 
economy would come a richer 
tural and progressive surge, 
that, rather than profits, ought 
be the aim of society. Let the 
rists have their fun with Sld"O""" 

(and let us not deny that 
findings are often of great 
but do not let them frighten 
from making a change. 

Despite all this, we . 
. . at!!· 

escape a relatively pessimIstIC. u!-
tude as· to the prospects of agnc 
ture during the 1940's. The nec
essary change is so 

FEBRUARY 1940 THE CATHOLIC. RURAL 



such a complete switch of 
and demands such a 

transformation, that it 
not conceivably be accom

in ten years. But we fear 
that there will not even be 

to make the change. As 
said: "Things have not 

bad enough yet to get bet
lind so it is with agriculture. 

for the farmer to continue 
next decade much as he has 

six years: keeping ahead 
by virtue of direct gov

relief (payment for "idle" 
and government pegged 

(achieved through a process.." 
tax). On the brighter side, we 

expect that more provisions 
flood control and soil conserva

some reforestation, some 
wal of sub-marginal lands 

excellent measures-will be 
Also it is unlikely that a 

political change of administration, 
will affect the total farm program. 

flUIUWdll1X must be made for the 
of America's entrance 

the 'war, a catastrophe which, 
I other evils, would send lng, 

b on another false boom 
fo~ a~d set back for another genera

ces! hon the possibility of reforming 
)me rural America. 

f; ~t2".Jill.~~s.eJltiaLchange
u, tbe coverage of America with 

In small, self -subsistent, bio-dynamic 
les· f a,rms-1950 will see that day 
Yfe: stdl far in the future. We had best 
~l. place our faith in rural schools 
md (that are really rural) ; in isolated 
to subsistence and bio-dynamic proj

W· ~ts (whose results speak loudly) ; 
:iCl In the sprinkling of magazines and 
,eir S?cieties devoted to establishing 
~), !!ght order. As they grow and as 
US their influence spreads, so does the 

rUral life movement. And above 
at all, let Us place our faith in God 
ri· that He shall not, in spite of man's 
d· abuses, desert the earth which He 
c' :reated and which He saw "that 
y, It Was good." 

LAND PROBLEMS AND THE FSA 

(Continued from page 8) 

other natural catastrophes. In other 
words, they were emergency loans, 
and no such loans were to be made 
under the proposed new program. 
That is to say, advances from the 
one-half billion dollar fund would 
be made only to standard rehabili
tation borrowers (and to land pur
chasers). These loans were to be 
based on sound farm management 
plans drafted with the advice of 
agricultural specialists. It was also 
proposed, the Secretary indicated; 
that it\.was contemplated to lower 
the interest rate, thereby making it 
far easier for the individual reha
bilitation borrower to meet his 
payments on schedule. Under these 
arrangements, he added, there 
should be every reasonable expec
tation that the typical rehabilita~ 
tion loan would be completely seIf-
liquidating. . 

Regarding the matter of inter
est, it might be stated here that, 
under the terms of the Farm Ten
ant Act, the standard rehabilita
tion loans were to be made at three 
per cent. As a matter of fact five 
per cent has been charged for all 
types of rehabilitation loans. 

One can only comment favor
ably on the accomplishments of 
the Farm Security Administration 
with regard to its program of small 
loans to .low-income farmers. Not 
only has the farmer's debt repay
ment record been fair, considering 
the fact that they were all of a 
class unable to get credit elsewhere, 
but their gain in net worth is quite 
striking. A recent survey covering 
232,947 typical families in the 
Farm Security Administration 
Rehabilitation program, showed 
they had increased their aggregate 
net worth-over and above all 
debts-by $61,817,903 since 
obtaining the loans. This was an 
average increase of $265.67 per 
family, or 37.4 per cent. During 
the last crop year alone, the aver
age borrower reporting had 
increased his net worth by more 
than $140. ,A breakdown of the 
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survey by regions showed that the 
typical Southern farm borrower 
had made the most rapid progress. 
He had increased his average net 
worth from $451.85 to $752.56 
-an increase of $300.71 or 66.6 
per cent. 

Besides its rehabilitation loan 
program and its tenant land pur
chase program already described, 
the Farm Security Administration 
has completed or is completing 140 
homestead projects which provide 
homesteads for more than 10,000 
farm families. Some of the proj
ects were set up in exhausted min
ing or lumbering areas to provide 
a livelihood for families who 
might otherwise have been perma
nently on relief. Others were estab
lished in various sections of the 
country to demonstrate better 
methods of farming and economic 
organization. 

The plan followed is a simple 
one. The Government buys good 

land, builds inexpensive but ade
quate homes and out buildings, 
and gives the homesteaders advice 
on the best farming methods. In 
some cases the residents first rent 
their new farms, for several years, 
and only then try to purchase 
tmem; in other cases they buy them 
olitright, spreading their payments 
over a forty-year period. 

Some of these homestead proj
ects are entirely rural communities. 
Others are known as subsistence 
homesteads and. the residents 
depend both upon farming and 
industry for their livelihood. One 
of the latter types of homestead 
projects, and one that is quite typi
cal, is Longview Homesteads, three 
miles from Longview, Washing~ 
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ton. Here sixty families have found 
it possible to purchase modest and 
comfortable homes with monthly 
payments approximatelyequiva
lent to their previous rental 
charges. Working in Longview for 
average incomes of $1, 199, the 
heads of these families have been 
able to supplement their incomes 
and raise their living standards by 
producing much of their own food 
on individual farmsteads averag
ing a little bigger than two acres. 

Each family at the' Longview 
Homesteads has a frame house 
equipped with electricity and run
ning water. Each of the sixty units 
has a garage with additional space 
for storage and a combination cow 
shed and chicken house. Small 
orchards, with· 2 3 fruit trees each, 
are also provided for each family. 
The total costs of the project were 
$195,908, including $28,200 for 
the 141 acres of land, and $150,-
373 for construction of the houses 
and out buildings. The average 
unit cost $3,076. Paying $17.55 
monthly, the occupants will amor
tize their debts over a forty-year 
period. 

Low construction costs is one 
of the features of the community 
farms and subsistence homestead 
projects that is deserving of special 
mention. July 25, last, the Farm 
Security Administration announced 
that contracts had been awarded 
the past fiscal year for the construc
tion of 2,784 farm houses for an 
average cost of $1,474.20. These 
2,783 homes included 1,645 
Southern farm buildings of frame 

. construction, without bathrooms, 
costing an average of about $1,-
350. It also included 800 fully 
modernized units, with bathrooms, 
costing slightly over $1,500 each. 
Prefabricated steel houses in the 
South, and northern farm build
ings fully equipped for heating, 
raised the average cost. Total over
all cost of the 2,784 homes fin
anced by FSA during the year was 
$4,104,172.96. Under the con
tracts, this covered the entire con
struction cost. 

" 
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In general, homes with bath 
and other plumbing cost approxi
mately $400 a room, while homes 
without bath cost only about $250 
a room. Barns cost from $450 to 
$1,800, depending on the num
ber of animals to be housed; When 
FSA took steps to reduce construc
tion costs to an absolute miJ;1iml'lm, 
it decided to limit them for a farm 
unit, including home and out
buildings, to between $2,900 and 
$4,200-the higher costs to be in 
the northern States, where more 
insulation and weather protection 
is necessary. To keep to this min
imum, yet at 'the same time to use 
standard materials and sizes, all 
purely decorative features are elim
inated. This makes possible pre
cutting and pre-fabrication on a 
mass production basis. At the same 
time it makes possible sturdy and 
reasonably attractive rural homes 
which should last considerably 
longer than the period to amortize 
their cost. 

Speaking of housing construc
tion, a word should also be added 
about the migratory labor camps 
built along the West Coast by the 
Farm Security Administration. 
Thousands of former farm fami
lies have become migrants of recent 
years. Some were forced off their 
land by drouth and dust storms, 
others by the substitution of 
machinery for human labor. Most 
of these families have gravitated 
toward the West Coast States, the 
Rio Grande Valley, and certain 
sections of Florida, where they 
work as harvest hands in the fruit, 
cotton, truck-farming,' and beet 
districts. They seldom have homes 
other than makeshift camps,' with
out sanitary facilities or even a 
good water supply. It is for these 
that the FSA has built its labor 
camps. To date it has built or is 
building ten in California, three in 
Arizona, four in the Northwest, 
four in Texas, and two in Florida. 

Under the Farm Debt Adjust
ment service many a debt-burdened 
farmer has had his debts scaled 

down. to his capac~ty to pay. 
procedure under thIS service is 
simple. A local debt 
committee meets with the 
and his creditor and discusses 
mutual problems. Often an 
ment is reached to extend the 
of payment, to reduce interest 
or to scale down the debt 
enabling the farmer to esc~pe 
closure and at the same time 
ing the creditors substantial 

. ments on what might 
have been bad debts. The 
are on a friendly basis. The 
mittees have no legal 
force an adjustment. 
results are quite striking. Up 
January 1, 1939, nearly 95, 
farm families had been helped 
reduce their debts, the total 
tion amounting to more 
$80,000,000. For low . 
farmers that is no u' ,H,""'~"U 
sum. 

While under present 
stances great numbers of 
cannot possibly buy farms, 
FSA is trying to eliminate some 
the worst evils of the present 
ancy system. Particularly it is 
couraging better leasing 
ments than have existed 
fore. Written instead of 
agreements are encouraged, 
emphasis is placed upon long 
or renewable contracts, and 
agreements which will 
the tenant to protect the soil 
improve the property instead of. 
in the past, ruining the soil 
permitting the property to 
down. This particular activity 
also meeting with reasonable 
cess. 

To conclude with but a word 
comment. I think the FSA 
proved itself one of the most 
tical and successful agencies 
lished under the present 
tration. Considering the 
under which it has labored, the 
income groups to which its 
ties have been restricted, it 
made a very good record. Its 
ations deserve to be 
expanded. 
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LITERATURE 

E. Baker, Ralph Borsodi, and 
Wilson. New York: Harpers 

)r.~~I~d,Br·othe:rs 

his is easily the best book on 
agriculture that it has 

been the reviewer's privilege to 
It is written by three well

experts, each contributing 
his own particular field of 

!GDlI}~L"""<': O. E. Baker, econo
and population expert in the 

States Department of Agri
; Ralph Borsodi, outstand

exponent of self-sufficient liv
M. L. Wilson, Under-Secre
of Agriculture. These contrib
in order mentioned, the three. 

that constitute the volume: 
ur Rural People; II, A Plan 
Rural Life; III, Science and 

""")lfnl~llrm) in Rural Life. 

The sociological and economic 
interwoven in the book. 

proposed solutions there 
no unanimity of opinion. But it 
equally true that there are few 
any radical differences of opin

There is considerable debate 
the question of self -sufficient 

versus a commercialized 
Perhaps the following 

of Mr. Wilson which close 
volume, express as well as any 
general view of the three: "I 

think we want to carry self
'1li1IIlC',pn,'" of this kind to an 

... But I think we should 
enough of it to balance 

the pressure of insecurity 
dependence and statism and 
. that makes this age so 

" 

There is repeated mention of 
part the Church might play in 

life. On this score, Dr. Baker, 
instance, has this to say: "I 

that the Churches, Cath-
Protestant, and Hebrew, have 

role to play in rural as well 
, Urban life. Indeed, the nation's 

depends, in my opinion, 

upon whether they rise to the 
emergency, and teach the values 
associated with the family and 
rural life. " 

. The reader will find much excel
lent philosophy in this volume. 
Moreover, he will find the book 
very interesting reading. Perhaps 
particularly interesting will he find 
the final chapter which is a dialog 
in which the three authors discuss 
points of agreement and disagree
ment and the future of rural life. 

E. S. 

FOLK SONGS OF 
OLD NEW ENGLAND 

Collected and Edited by Eloise Hus
bard Linscott. TheM;wmiIlan Co., 
New York. 1939. $5.00. Pp. 337. 

In this large volume of more 
than three hundred pages there is 
a complete and unique record of 
the old Yankee songs of New Eng
land from Maine to Connecticut. 

There are four sections devoted 
to Singing Games, the Country 
Dance, Sea Chanteys and Fo' castle 
Songs and finally a large selection 
of Ballads, Folk Songs and Ditties, 
many of English, Scotch and Irish 
origin. The Country Dances con
. tain nearly all of the old time 
dances although one of the favor
ites, "Old Dan Tucker," seems to 
be omitted. Perhaps it was not 
danced in old New England. 
Among the well known songs is 
"All Bound 'round with a wollen 
string." A glossary of dance terms, 
formations, steps, and calls is 
explicit. 

The songs and dances have 
their original music arranged for 
piano and fiddle. Each dance and 
game formation is fully described 
and directed. The book deserves a 
place in every school library and 
will be especially useful to all who 
are interested in folk music and 
the revival of the old time dance. 
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THE CHURCH IN 
RURAL LIFE 

By David Edgar Lindstrom. Cham
paign, Ill. The Gerrard Press. Pp. 
145. $.85. 

In this volume, Dr. Lindstrom, 
Associate Professor of Rural Soci
ology at the University of Illinois, 
suggests what part the Church may 
play in the betterment of the rural 
life of our day. He uses the term 
"Church" in a general sense, and 
it is hardly surprising that, as a 
sociologist and quite aside from 
religious views of the matter, he is 
led to deplore the many divisions 
in the rural Church. 

Dr. Lindstrom's· book is a bit 
critical of the rural Church at 
times. Thus he writes (p~ 40): 
"The Church in many quarters has 
'tolera.ted' an immoral and uneth
ical system ,of business practices, 
because many who profit from that 
system have been the mainstays of 
the Church." It is a point on 
which the various Churches may 
well examine their consciences. It 
would be strange not to agree with 
the author when he adds: "Inso
far as the Church' has condoned 
unfair, practices in the economic 
institutional life, it has failed to 
fulfil the true mission of the 
Church." 

Particularly worthy of note, 
too, is the author's statement that 
there has been a considerable recent 
growth of farm organizations and 
cooperative groups in the United 
States and that these remain largely 
uninfluenced by the Church. 

Those who are not familiar 
with the usual handbooks on rural 
sociology will find much useful 
information in The Church in 
Rural Life, quite aside from that 
which lies more immediately 
within the realm of the Church's 
interest. Such Chapter headings as 
"Groups in Rural IJife," "The 
Institutions in Rural Life," "Gov
ern~ent and the Far!l1)er," and 
"The Farmer and His Commun
ity," should give some idea of the 
general contents of the book. 

E. S. 
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CURRENT LITERATURE (Cont.) 

A BETTER RURAL LIFE 

By the Rev. Edgar Schmiedeler, O. 
S.B., Ph.D., St.L. Joseph F. Wagner, 
53 Park Place, New York City. 

A more widespread appreciation 
of the fundamental values inherent 
in agrarianism would do much to 
help solve many of our present 
day social ills. 

In A Better Rural Life, Father 
Schmiedeler has done a service in 
giving us the knowledge gathered 
during his terms as Director of the 
Rural Life Bureau and the Family 
Life Section of the N. C. w. C. 
His predominant interest lies in 
evaluating the Church's role and 
status in rural America. Due to 
her limited resources and her scat
tered rural population, the activ
ities of the Church are rarely as 
concentrated in rural districtjS as in 
the industrial centers. The author 

gives an illuminating survey, how
ever, and attaches varied impor
tance to the many agencies at work 
for a solution of the problems of 
rural Catholicism. He adduces con
vincing .arguments to uphold his 
contention that the Church's 
strength will be determined by a 
more equally balanced urban and 
rural Church. 

Father Schmiedeler ably demon
strates that the Christian concep
tion of agriculture as a way of life 
is intimately connected with the 
welfare of a vigorous rural family 
life. The rural family, on the other 
hand, can best be promoted by fos
tering those broad cultural rela
tionships that work for a fuller 
life. And this culture may not be 
divorced from the moral law' but 
rp.ust be essentially Christian. Oth
erwise the welfare of both Church 
and nation hang in the balance. 

M.L. 

THREE'ACRES AND 
SECURITY 

The Magazine oj. SmaZl Area 
sive Agriculture. 
Stanley W. Porter. 12 issues 

The aims and 
, 

this excellent little bi >U\Jl1lnIV 

explained in the Foreword of 
1, No.3: "The ages prove 
the man who has a plot of 
and the will to produce his 
sities of life, is insured as no 
method can insure." 

Three Acres and Security 
be most welcome to urban 
of the BULLETIN interested in 
ductive home living. And it is 
hope that the magazine will 
tinue to emphasize the "for 
home production practices" in 
trast to commercialized 
on a small acreage; as well as 
dynamic practices in opposition 
artificial soil stimulation. 

Copies may be had by 
ten cents to Three Acres and 
ity, Box 146, Elgin, III. 

A Challenge to all Americans
Everywhere! The 1940 National 
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RURAL ROADS 
TO SE(URITY 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Luigi Ligutti 
and the Rev. John C. Rawe, S.J. 

Two men, thoroughly steeped in the 
significance alld rich tra,ditions of 

, rural life here propose a timely and 
. common-sense campaign for restoring 
the Ameriean countryside to a land of 
independent people and happy homes. 
It can be done, they say, if everyone 
pulls together. What a challenge! 
Ready February 28. $2.75 

THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2502 Montgomery Bldg.,. Milwaukee, Wis. 
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~~ALMANAC 
Cloth-bound, $1.50 Paper-bound, $.75 

More than 750 pages 
Please direct orders to Dept. 4-257. Postage ext .... 

~t. ~ntbonv @uHll ~r£55 
FRANCIS,CAN MONASTEltY, PATERSON. NEW JERSEY 

A BETTER RURAL LIFE 
By the Rev. Edgar Scbmiedel .. r, O.S.B., Ph.D., S.T.L., 

Director of the National Catholic Rural Life Bureau 
and Professor of Sociology at the Catholic 

Unh:ersity, Washington, D.C. 
PRICE, NET, $2.75 

"Every student of present-day problems will find th~s bO~; 
instructive. To Rural Pastor!' it is essential. DlOces 
Directors of Rural Bureaus will find here a ,clear si·~t::; . 
ment of their problem and many invaluable. Suggesk J too 
as to its' remedy. We cannot recommend this boO 
highly."-THE SIGN. 
"In addition to being a prflctical handbook of SUggestions 
for rural Catholics this volume iA a scholarly and creg~t;, 
able survey of t he whole field oj] rural social thoug . 
-THE MONITOR. 

JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., publishers 
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