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Rev. Gerald T. Bergan, D.D. 
Des Moines 
Street 

Ia. . 
indeed pleased to inform you 
this auspicious occasion of the 

of the foundation .of the 
Co-operative movement in 

of Westphalia, our. Most 
Pope Pius XII; has very 

deigned to impart to Your 
and to the citizens of 

and their guests his spe-
___ ."_1;_ lienediction. As I con-

Excellency this august 
. the Sovereign Pontiff I 
to add my own personal 

'atlltlat;iolllS and good wishes, 
trusting that the blessing of the' 
of Christ will be but a pledge 
rich and lasting graces with 
God will reward the accom

of the Rochdale Co-opera
movement in the past, and pre" 
its participants for still greater 

AVAments in the future. 
sentiments of esteem and 

every best wish, I remain, 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

A. G. CICOGNANI 
Aichbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic .Delegate . 

IIjO/>:tohl~r 8, 1944 

UNION MESSAGE 
Excellency . 
Most Rev. Joseph H. Schlarman, 
D.D. 

of. Peoria 
Eighth Street 

~(JiIlcinna1;i, Ohio 
Father expresses grati-

for sentiments of devotion 
IIIId loyalty of the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference and imparts 
his special Apostolic benediction to 

>officers, members and friends of the 
Conference assembled in meeting. . 

ARCHBISHOP CICOGNANI 
Apostolic Delegate 

Term to expire in 1945 

Dr. Thomas J. Arceneaux 

Rev. Hubert Duren 

Rev. Thomas W. Green 

Rev. John Heinz 

Very Rev. George J. Hildner 

Rev. John LaFarge, S.J. 

Mr. Joseph Matt, K.S.G. 

Rev . Joseph H. Osdick 

Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, D.D. 

Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B. 

Rev. Rudolph B. Schuler 

Rev. Arthur W. Terminiello 

RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted at the 

22nd Annual Convention 
CINCINNATlj OHIO 

November 10-13. 1944 
THE HOLY FATt-lER 

The Conference expresses its deep 
gratitude to the Holy Father, Pope 
Pius XII, for the guidance and in
spiration which he has given through 
his timely statement of September 
1, of this year, with respect to pri
vate property. We l'ecognize more 
than ever before the importance of 
private ownership for the realiza
tion of a sound agrarian economy. 
We pledge to His Holiness our filial 
devotion and give solemn assurance 
of our intention to fully cooperate in 
the promotion of his plans for a just 
and lasting peace among the nations 
of the world. 

FAMILY CULTURE AND·PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 

We earnestly recommend the study 
of the statement of the Holy Father, 
of September 1, concerning private 
property. In this connection we re
affirm our position with regard to the 
family-type farm owned by the farm
er, ,as one of the best means to pro
mote a true family culture, the spirit 
of initiative which made our country 
great, and to safeguard freedom, in
dependence, and security for a large 
portion of the population within the 
boundaries of our nation. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Term to expire in 1946 

Rev., James A. Byrnes 

Rev. George A. Esterguard 

Very Rev. Msgr. H. Lerschen 

Rev. Raymond R. Marchino 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ferdinand Mock 

Rev. George M. Nell 

Rev. John C. Rawe, S.]. 

Miss Pauline M. Reynolds 

Mr. Martin Salm 

Very Rev. Msgr. H. B. Schnelten 

Most Rev. C. D. White, D.D. 

Miss Dorothy Willmann 

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION 

We recognize the grave needs of 
schools in rural areas. If federal 
aid is to be granted to schools the 
spirit of fairness of American people 
will demand that in allocating such 
funds there be no discrimination dlle 
to race, color, or creed. Further
more, governmental aid should not be 
granted except in so far as the free~ 
dom and liberty of action of local 
units of education be carefully safe
guarded and, protected. 

HEALTH OF RURAL CHILDREN 
The Conference rejoices that bet

ter health programs are being de
veloped for farm people. In the in
terest of the health and well-being 
of rural children we recommend that 
bus transportation wherever ncessary 
be provided for all rural children of 
a state and that money for such pur
poses be allocated through health 
and welfare 'funds of the several 
states. 

PRICE SUPPORTS 
We recommend that price supports 

in the form of price floors or other 
equitable supports fO,r agricultural 
products be established and main~ 
tained in order that the farmer might 

Term to expire in 1947 

Dr. O. E. Baker 

Very Rev. W. Howard Bishop 

Rev. James Foley 

Rev. Jos~ph F. Frommherz 

Most Rev. William A. Griffin, D.D. 

Most Rev. William T. Mulloy, D.D. 

Rev. William F. Schimek 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph Schmidt 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Leo J. Steck 

Rev. Joseph V. Urbain 

Dr. Lydwine van Kersbergen 

Rev. Louis N. Zirbes 
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receive just compensation for his ex
penditure of capital labor. Social 
justice for the farmer will give him ' 
security in his farming enterprise 
and will be a powerful factor in the 
creation of stability and balance in 
our economic system. Weare con
vinced that a just price paid to the 
farmer fOr his products will assist 
in keeping open the urban and in
dustrial markets and will thus con
tribute greatly toward the full em
ployment of labor in our cities. 

FARM·TO·MARKET ROADS 
The Conference recommends that 

in all postwar planning for the con
struction of roads, due consideration 
be given to the improvement of farm
to-market roads. 

LAND LOCATION SERVICE 
The Conference commends the ef

forts of rural life directors and others 
who establish and 'encourage land 
location service adapted' to the lo
cality with the hope of' preventing 
the loss of faith which has so fre
quently characterized land settle
ments of the past, and with the pur- ' 
pose of giving proper direction to 
those Catholics whose ambition it 
is to settle in rural areas whether as 
farmers or as rural homesteaders. 

NATIONAL LAND P~LlCY 
The National Catholic Rural Life 

Conference insists that a national 
land policy is not only adyisable but 
'l'lvennecessary. This national land 
policy should be in harmony with 
the natural law; it should be devised 
in the interest of the people of the na
tion and not in the interest of certain 
specific groups. A sound land policy 
should be the legal expression of the 
informed mind of the members of, a 
democracy. It should cover land 
distribution, land use, and land rec
lamation. Our land policy should, 
safeguard the right of a people in 
the possession of the land. It should 
guarantee the use and the enjoyment 
of the land to the families who work 
the land. 

'92 
" 

LAND SETTLEMENT 
The National Catholic Rural Life 

Conference stands for the right of 
the returning soldiers to settle on the 
land provided they so desire. We are 
fully conscious of the difficulties and 
the problems that will face them but 
we also know that these difficulties 
can be overcome and these problems 
solved. We repudiate the propa
ganda against land settlement on the 
grounds that it is uneconomic, un
social, and unpatriotic. 

WATER USE AND CONTROL 
The use and control of the water 

that flows down both our large and 
small streams is one of the problems 
which will confront our nation in 
the postwar world. The development 
of our water-ways will provide op
portunities for employment in the 

A RURAL TOAST TO ••• 
THE MOST REV. WILLIAM 

T. MULLOY, D.D., Bishop
Elect of Covington; Member 
Advisory B9ard and Board of 
Directors, National' Catholic 
Rural Life Conferen&; Na
tional President NCIfLc 1985-
1987; Director of Diocesan 
Rural Life Bureau since 1984. 

years that lie ahead. Justice and the 
general welfare should be the first 
consideration,in our national prograt;n 
for water use and water control. In 
the interest of justice and the public 
welfare, the use of water for naviga
tion should be subordinated to de
velopments for flood control and irri
gation. 

Irrigation offers the possibility of 
a new frontier iI1 America. The Na
tional Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence stands unalterably opposed to 
the distribution of newly reclaimed 
land in tracts larger than family 
units. 

COOPERATION WITH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Since the underlying" objective of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference is the promotion of the 
spiritual, cultural, social, and eco
nomic welfare of our rural people, 
the Conference reaffirms its desire 
to fully cooperate with all other or
ganizations which in one way or an-

other promote such objectives' 
as the Catholic Committee ~f 
South, the Grail, The Home 
sioners of America, and 
groups. 

LATIN AMERICA 
Catholics from Latin America as 

well as from other nations are com. 
ing to the United States in great 
numb~rs for the purpose of attending 
AmerIcan colleges and universities 
and to learn the ways of American 
Agriculture and American Industry. 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, desirous of helping these 
people to understand American Cath. 
olic Life and principles of social jus
tice, recommends that contact be 
made with the Office of the Co-ordi
nator of Inter-American Affairs with 
the view to offering the total cooper
ation of the Conference in the place
ment of these visitors under Catho
lic auspices. 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference voices the desire to as
sist in the training of young Latin 
American farmers in the United 
States under Catholic auspices and 
with the cooperation of Catholic 
f1}rmers. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Papal teaching on international or
der calls for the establishment of 
sound international pacts and institu
tions as a necessary prerequisite of 
a lasting peace. 

Among such pacts and institutions, 
we are of the conviction that inter
national agreements with respect to 
trade in agricultural products will 
play an important role in the making 
and the preservation of a sound and 
lasting peace. 

EUROPEAN RELIEF 
In recognition of the filct that the 

present war has in a tragic manner 
depleted the reserves of agricultural 
necessities in parts of Europe and 
Asia, the Conference, motivated by 
Christian charity, resolves to cooper
ate with other agencies in the re
habilitation of the distressed peoples 
of these countries by supplying them 
with grants of livestock and other 
agricultural necessities such as seed, 
fertilizers, agricultural implements 
and machinery., 
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OF THE MOST 
. JOHN H. PESCHGES, D.D. 

! the death of Bishop John 
the priests and people of the 

of Crookston have lost a be
shepherd and the National 

Rural Life Conference an 
jriend and supporter. The 

is deeply indebted to 
Peschges for his wise counsel 

. for the valuable contributions he 
failed to make at our meetings. 

the press of other duties, 
p Peschges always found time 

meetings devoted to rural 
. He attended these meet

because he recognized their sig-
for both the spiritual and 

material well-being of the people. 
always placing the spiritual 

he believed that a bishop and a 
should be deeply interested also 

the material well~being ~f the peo
He heeded the admonition of 

situation I in Mexico, urged 
bishops to take an interest in 
agrarian problem, land distribu
and the improvement of the liv-

conditions of working men and 
families." 

Bishop Peschges took an active in
in the Rural Life movement 

before he became Bishop of 
He had a deep under

Sta1utir.~2' of the sacial, economic, edu
and religious problems of 

America. He was indeed well 
to rule the rural diocese over 

he presided for the brief period 
six years. As Bishop of Crookston 
stimulated in both priests and peo
an interest in the things that make 
better rural living. Others will 

from the seed which he has 

VINCENT J. RYAN, D.D. 

REBUILDING RURAL AMERICA 
Will Lissner 

For several years now I have fol
lowed the work of the Catholic rural 
life movement from my watchtower 
in the heart of Babylon-on-the-sub
ways. From all reports, and from the 
witness of Msgr. L. G. Ligutti when 
he dallied among the cliffdwellers in 
an effort to convert the urbanist 
heathen.s, it was apparent that the 
officers and members of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference were 
engaged in an important work, prop
agating and applying the rural side 
of the Catholic social program. 

But at last opportunity came to 
me - I am normally chained to a 
desk in the journalistic salt mines
to see the conference in action at its 

. second war-time llleeting in Cincin-
nati on November 10~13. Then and 
then only did I come to realize 'that 

democratic society in the most fa
vorable environment, the country
side. Unlike much of what passes 
for social engineering nowadays, 
which attempts to ,erect top-heavY 
structures on foundations of quick
sand, these rural life workers recog
nize that society is an aggregate 
composed of individuals, and that 
these individuals are rational crea
tures with body and soul. Hence 
their activities are directed toward 

the work these rural bishops, priests, 
religious and laymen were doing had, -,,' 
a significance far beyond anything I ...., 
had suspected. aiding the whole man, the human per

son, and toward strengthening the 
Christian family, the basic social 
cell. 

They were not merely talking, 
thinking, planning about improving 
the well-being, material and spirit-· 
ual, of the rural people. No, if that 
were the extent of the conference 
members' activities, it would be just 
another talk-talk group, the kind 
that periodically shakes the plaster 
off hotel ballrooms but never gives 
a tremor to the world outside. 

What these workers in the rural 
apostolate are doing is rebuilding the 
social order in the American coun
tryside. That is why, at the con
vention, perhaps half the time was 
given over to progress reports and the 
sharing· of experience. Each person, 
to the extent of his opportunities and 
his capacities, is engaged in day-in, 
day-out work on 'actual, functioning 
projects, agencies and institutions 
preparing young people to live a full, 
happy life on the land and aiding 
the older folks to do it. 

Actually, only at first hand can one 
see what the rural apostolate is, 
really, a vast social engineering proj
ect, the construction of a Christian 

In my study, atop one of my book
shelves, I have a five or six foot 
stretch of the books of the great and 
lesser minds of all time who have 
sought to plan· the rebuilding of so
ciety. More is there, and Marx; 
Plato and Proudhon; Nulty and Veb
len; Henry George and George Rus
sell, and many more; the collection 
is catholic in worth, viewpoint and 
language. Often, as I have bor
rowed a book from the row for a pres
ent purpose, I have been struck with 
all the industry that great minds 
have devoted to the need for social 
reconstruction, and with all the hope
less inadequacy that characterizes 
the systems even of those we honor 
as important contributors to social 
thought. 

For what these honored thinkers 
lacked, and it is a lack which the 
Catholic rural life workers have es
caped, is a clear conception of the 
manifold activities and interests that 
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are bound up in what we label. as 
social life. And most of them, morec 

over, had a false or inadequate idea 
of the aim of social life, the true hap
piness of the human person here and 
hereafter. 

Blessed with a clear understand~ 
ing of means and ends, these rural 
life workers have an intensely prac
tical approach that explains the con
creteness of their work. Man needs 
land as a place on which to live'and 
work. . Hence they develop meas
ures by which he can get it and keep 
it. Commonly he lives in the family, 
aml finds satisfaction' of an inmost ' 
natural impulse in rearing a family. 
Hence, through church and school, 
they educate the boy and the grown 
man to know and act according to 
his duties and obligations to the 
family, and they train the girl and 
the woman to know and to realize 
the duties and the responsibilities 
of the wife and mother, and to pre
fer this career to all others by help
ing her to reap the joys and the con
solations of it. 

The family needs a home, and 
hence they are concerned with means 

. of making it a place of beauty and 
tranquillity. It needs food and cloth
ing and the accessories of cultural 
life, and hence they are concerned 
with a wide variety of measures-' 
home production, agricultural tech
nique, cooperatives, farmers unions, 
and so on-designed to make a fruit
ful economic unit of the farmstead 
or the homestead. It needs social 
contact with other families and it 
needs recreation, so they devote 
themselves to building up commu
nity life within the rural parish. The 
family, and the persons composing it, 
require protection in their rights and 
aid in the fulfillment of their obli
gations, and hence the rural life 
workers seek, as publicists, to quick
en the social consciousness about 
these rights and duties, and strive 
for protective legislation and oppose 
invasive legislation. 

But in all these things, and in the 
many other aspects of personal and 
social life with which the runil apos
tolate is concerned, man is not de
pendent on himself alone. Through 
the church, the fount of supernatural 

94 

grace, he can call upon God's help 
in all the activities of life. By God's 
help he can achieve eternal happi
ness, and a' full, happy life here and 
now. Hence these workers devote 
effort to bringing to the countryside 
and strengthening the rural pasto
rate, to entrenching the country 
church and to enriching the devo
tional and liturgical life. 

In the gatherings of the followers 
of Marx, of Proudhon or of Veblen, 
one is struck by the debate over the
ory and the uncertainty of the dis
cussion of -practice. This is totally 
absent from the deliberations of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. For 
its theory is derived from the sure 
knowledge of Christian philosophy, 
developed over two thousand years' 
from the ages old Judaeo-Christian 
tradition, and embellished into wis
dom by the enlightenment afforded 
by Christian theology. And its prac
tice hqs a long history, going back 
beyond the medieval period to the' 
dark ages of immediately after Rome 
feU. 

Its intellectual leadersh,ip hf.s been 
given by a succession of Pt1Pes, and 
particularly by the present reigning 
Pontiff, Pius XII. Many of us in 
the cities, upon studying the social 
encylicals and recognizing their value 
for rebuilding society in our own 
time, have been dismayed by the 
'difficulties of applying their apt prin
ciples. This dismay the rural life 

. workers do not know, for they have 
set about applying these principles 
in their own rural communities and 
they are stimulated by the recurring 
success of their efforts. 

This is the impression one 
from sitting in on the variou 
sions of the convention, from th: 
when the archdiocesan rural life 
rectors gave accounts of 
achievements in the past 
through that in which the 
Sisters explained their methods 
took counsel on their problems 
that in which members of the' 
archy, the clergy and the laity 
cussed the present problems~ of 
living, to that in which, the 
ence took stands on practical cur
rent issues and planned a new proj
ect, the CatholIc Land Association 
to aid servicemen and defense work~ 
ers. 

But there are other impressions 
worthy of note. The efficiency of 
the or'ganization is impressive. This, 
probably arises from the genius for 
administration of its scholarly presi
dent, the Most Rev. Joseph H. 
Schlarinan, D.D., Bishop of Peoria, 
and from the devotion of the head
quarters staff. Its clear thinking is 
striking, and in this the influence is 
seen of its founder, the Most Rev. 
Edwin V. O'Hara, 'Bishop of Kan
sis City; its venerable leaders, the 
Mo9t Rev. A. J. Mllench, Bishop of 
Fargo, and the Most Rev. Vincent 
H. Ryan, Bishop of Bismarck, and 
its moderator, the Most Rev. Gerald 
Bergan, Bishop of Des Moines. 

There is a missionary zeal in the 
" membership of the conference, which 

can only be explained by the driving 
force exerted in it by its executive 
secretary, Msgr. Ligutti. And there 
is an indefatigable activity that 
characterizes it, which comes from 
the selfless priests who serve as rural 
life directors and country pastors. 

. In the accounts that were rendered 
there was a steady growth of achieve
ment, not in setting up smaller groupS 
to talk and talk, but actually in rais
ing the level of material and spiritual 
well-being. The late Lincoln Steffens 
once looked at a similar effort which, 
unknown to him was being made on 
unsound lines, a~d he made a predic
tion which we know met with the re
verse of fulfillment. In this instance 
one safely can borrow his phrase: 

"I have seen the future-and it 
works!" 
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HDALE AND TA,XES 
In Schiiher, O.S.8. 

THE hundredth birthday of 
. the Rochdale Cooperative 

cooperatives in America 
being subjected to an attack that 

every promise of being a fight 
the finish. The attack does not 

as a bolt from the blue. Coop
leaders have known for some 

that they are being gunned for 
the growth of the cooperative 

, 
is an invitation to battle 
interests that are being 

on as cooperatives expand. 
since 1940 has been so 

that it is more than some pri~ 
enterprisers can stand. 

When the business of farmer-owned 
. cooperatives leaps thirty per cent in 

year to a total of three and three
quarter billions, and when member
ship increases in the same period by 
a: quarter of a million, the competi
tion of "farmers'" elevators and of 

'greasy little co-op oil stations begins 
to take on. a different cast. When 
these little ventures, which were in
nocent enough in the beginning, be
gin to unite into regionals to do a 
more efficient job of marketing and 
purchasing, they become positively 
un-American. 

Spearhead of the movement to 
squash these un-American tendencies 
is the National Tax Equality Asso
ciation, which was organized in 1943, 
after a couple of false starts, "as a 
,clearing-house for the dissemination 
of information on tax inequalities, 
government subsidies, and the pref
erential treatment accorded to the 
competitors of private business." 
NTEA is headed by Ben C. McCabe, 
president of the International Ele-

vator Company, of Minneapolis. Its 
other officers include representatives 
of firms dealing in grain, lumber and 
coal. 

NTEA's approach is 'what you 
would call indirect. It disclaims any 
antagonism for "true" cooperatives ' 
which, although "set up by a foreign 
pattern," are designed to "help the 
farmer by permitting him to sell his 
products with other farmers and to 
buy certain needed supplies at whole
sale costs." (Note the weasel words!) 
What it objects to is the growth of 
these organizations "to great size and 
in fields far removed from the origi
nal concept"-whatever that was. 
The reason for this growth, according 
to Mr. McCabe, is. that "they are 
specifically exempt fi-orn the high 
Federal income taxes which are today. 
taking most of the earnings ot all. 
corporations." 

Mr. McCabe's mental distress be
comes understandable when it is real
ized that his principal cooperative 
competitor in the northwest did' a 
business of $100,000,000 in 1943 and 
saved its members $2,000,000; and 
that the patronage dividend in that 
year was at a rate which exceeds the 
commission it is obliged 10 collect 
from affiliated country elevators for I 

selling their grain on the exchange. 
In other words, because of careful 
management and because of other 
operations carried on by this large 
regional cooperative, it is able to. pay 
a patronage dividend to member ele
vators which is larger than the com
mission which non-member elevators 
must pay to have their grain sold for 
them. 

It is this patronage refund which 
Mr. McCabe and the NTEA are 
after. They assert that cooperatives 
do not have to pay federal income 
taxes and thus derive a special ad
vantage which makes it impossible 
for private business to compete with 
them; They would like to see the 
patronage refund taxed away while 
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stili in the hands of the co-op, rather 
than refunded to the farmers, so that 
farmers would haye less incentive to 
patronize their own businesses. 

The reaction from the grass roots 
has been strong and spontaneous. 
Cooperatives are coming together as 
never before to meet the attack, be
cause they are convinced that all the 
patter about tax equality is just a 
blind to hide a campaign to make the 
world safe from cooperatives. As one 
cooperative editor put it, farmers are 
recalling the advice of Mary Ellen 
Lease during the Populist campaign 
"to raise less corn and more hell." 
State councils and associations of co
operatives are springing up or under
going reorganization from coast to 
coast; and a National Association of 
Cooperatives has been formed to 
carryon the fight at the national 
level. ' 

The . common danger has unified 
the movement as nothing else could. 
Cooperators for the life of them can't 
see why they should scrap their well
organized cooperative institutions and 

'pay a middleman to market their 
~ducts when they can do it more 
cheaply and efficiently themselves. 
Nor can they see why they should 
pay for the cross-nauling, back-track
ing and buck-and-winging of trucks 
operated by half a dozen "competing" 
oil dealers when they can concentrate 
their patronage on their own co-op 
oil station and eliminate untold dupli
cation of facilities. (See "Farm Pe
troleum Delivery," Bulletin P52, 
Iowa State College.) 

Why do farmers feel so righteous 
about their cause? 1s it true that 
their co-ops don't pay taxes and 
therefore enjoy an unbeatable advan
tage over private enterprise? The. 
first thing a cooperator will tell you 
is that his co-op does pay taxes. It 
pays real estate taxes, capital stock 
taxes, excise taxes,' and perhaps taxes 
on earnings not distributed as patron
age refunds. It pays no income tax 

Let our press ask for a better under
standing between the city and the 
rural dweller-make people realize 
that city life and country life are parts 
of the w.hole, that one cannot exploit 
the other, without both suffering. 

Susan Eisele 
The Press Woman 
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are bound up in what we label. as 
social life. And most of them, more~ 
over, had a false or inadequate idea 
of the aim of social life, the true hap
piness of the human person h,ere and 
hereafter. 

Blessed with a clear understand· 
ing of means and ends, these rural 
life workers have an intensely prac
tical approach that explains the con
creteness of their work. Man needs 
land as a place on which to live'and 
work. -Hence they develop meas
ures by which he can get it and keep 
it. Commonly he lives in the family, 
anq finds satisfaction' of an inmost' 
natural impulse in rearing a family. 
Hence, through church and school, 
they educate the boy and the grown 
man to know and act according to 
his duties and obligations to the 
family, and they train the girl and 
the woman to know and to realize 
the duties and the responsibilities 
of the wife and mother, and to pre
fer this career to all others by help
ing her to reap the joys and the con
solations of it. 

The family needs a home, and 
hence they are concerned with means 
of making it a place of beauty and 
tranquillity. It needs food and cloth
ing and the accessories of cultural 
life, and hence they are concerned 
with a wide variety of measures- . 
home production, agricultural tech
nique, cooperatives, farmers unions, 
and so on-designed to make a fruit
ful economic unit of the farmstead 
or the homestead. It needs social 
contact with other families and it 
needs recreation, so they devote 
themselves to building up commu
nity life within the rural parish. The 
family, and the persons composing it, 
require protection in their rights and 

. aid in the fulfillment of their obli
gations, and hence the rural life 
workers seek, as publicists, to quick
en the social consciousness about 
these rights and duties, and strive 
for protective legislation and oppose 
invasive legislation. 

But in all these things, and in the 
many other aspects of personal and 
social life with which the ruraJ apos
tolate is concerned, man is not de
pendent on himself alone. Through 
the church, the fount of supernatural 
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grace, he can call upon God's help 
in all the activities of life. By God's 
help he can achieve eternal happi
ness, and a full, happy life here and 
now. Hence these workers devote 
effort to bringing to the countryside 
and strengthening the rural pasto
rate, to entrenching the country 
church and to enriching the devo
tional and liturgical life. 

In the gatherings of the followers 
of Marx, of Proudhon or of Veblen, 
one is struck by the debate over the
ory and the uncertainty of the dis
cussion of 'practice. This is totally 
absent from the deliberations of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference. For 
its theory is derived .from the sure 
knowledge of Christian philosophy, 
developed over two thousand years 
from the ages old J udaeo-Christian 
tradition, and embellished into wis
dom by. the enlightenment afforded 
by Christian'theology. And its prac
tice has a long history, going back 
beyond the medieval period to the 
dark ages of immediately' after fRome 
fell. , ..v 

Its intellectual leadership has been 
given by a succession of Popes, and 
particularly by the present reigning 
Pontiff, Pius XII. Many of us in 
the cities, upon studying the social 
encylicals and recognizing their value 
for rebuilding society in our own 
time, have been dismayed by the 
'difficulties of applying their apt prin
ciples. This dismay the rural life 

. workers do not know, for they have 
set about applying these principles 
in their own rural communities and 
they are stimulated by the recurring 
success of their efforts. 

This is the impression one 
from sitting in on the various. 
sions of the convention, from the 
when the archdiocesan rural life 
rectors gave accounts of . 
achievements in the past 
through that in which the 
Sisters explained their methods 
took counsel on their problems 
that in which members of the ' 
archy, the clergy and the laity 
cussed the present problems of 
living, to that in which. the 
ence took 'stands on' practical 
rent issues and planned a new 
ect, the Catholic Land 
to aid servicemen and defense 
ers. 

But there are other 
worthy of note. The efficiency 
the organization is impressive. 
probably arises from the genius 
administration of its scholarly presi
dent, the Most Rev. Joseph H. 
Schlarman, D.D., Bishop of Peoria, 
and from the devotion of the head
quarters staff. Its clear thinking is 
striking, and in this the influence is 
seen of its founder, the Most Rev. 
Edwin V. O'Hara,Bishop of Kan
sis City; its venerable leaders, the 
Most Rev. A. J. Mllench, Bishop of 
Fargo, and the Most Rev. Vincent 
H. Ryan, Bishop of Bismarck, and 
its moderator, the Most Rev. Gerald 
Bergan, Bishop of Des Moines. 

There is a missionary zeal in the 
._ membership of the conference, which 

can only be explained by the driving 
force exerted in it by its executive 
secretary, Msgr. Ligutti. And there 
is an indefatigable activity that 
characterizes it, which comes from 
the selfless priests who serve as rural 
life directors and country pastors. 

. In the accounts that were rendered 
there was a steady growth of achieve
ment, not in setting up smaller groupS 
to talk and talk but actually in rais
ing the level of :naterial and spiritual 
well-being. The late Lincoln Steff.ens 
once looked at a similar effort whIch, 
unknown to him, was being made ?n 
unsound lines, and he made a predIC
tion which we know met with the re
verse of fulfillment. In this instance 
one safely can borrow his phrase: 

d it "I have seen the future-an 
works!" 
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CHDALE AND T A-XES 
Sell/ther, 0.S.8. 

THE hundredth birthday of 
the Rochdale Cooperative 

cooperatives in America 
being subjected to an.attack that 

every promise of being a fight 
finish. The attack does not 

as a bolt from the blue. Coop
leaders have known for some 

that they are being gunned for 
the growth of the cooperative 

, 
:molvernerlt is an invitation to battle 

interests that are being 
on as cooperatives expand. 

.E:x:paI1Sicm since 1940 has been so 
•. rapid that it is more than some pri~ 
vate enterprisers can stand. 

When the business of farmer-owned 
cooperatives leaps thirty per cent in 
one year to a total of three and three
quarter billions, and when member
ship increases in the same period by 
Ii quarter of a million, the competi

. tion of "farmers'" elevators and of 
greasy little co-op oil stations begins 

. to take on a different cast. When 
these little ventures, which were in
nocent enough in the beginning, be
gin to unite into' regionals to do a 
more efficient job of marketing and 
purchasing, they become positively 
un-American. 

Spearhead of the movement to 
squash these un-American tendencies 
is the National Tax Equality Asso
ciation, which was organized in 1943, 
after a couple of false starts, "as a 
dearing-house for the dissemination 
of information on tax inequalities, 
government subsidies, and the pref
erential treatment accorded to the 
competitors of private business." 
NTEA is headed by Ben C. McCabe, 
president of the International Ele-

vator Company, of Minneapolis. Its 
other officers include representatives 
of firms dealing in grain, lumber and 
coal. 

NTEA's approach is what you 
would call indirect. It disclaims any 
antagonism for "true" cooperatives ' 
which, although "set up by a foreign 
pattern," are designed to "help the 
farmer by permitting him to sell his 
products with other farmers and to 
buy certain needed supplies at whole
sale costs." (Note the weasel words!) 
What it objects to is the growth of 
these organizations "to great size and 
in fields far removed from the origi
nal concept"-whatever that was. 
'The reason for this.growth, according 
to Mr. McCabe, is' that "they are 
specifically exempt from the high 
Federal income taxes which are today 
taking most of the earnings of all ' 
corporations." 

Mr. McCabe's mental distress be
comes understandable when it is real
ized that his principal cooperative 
competitor in the northwest did'a 
business of $100,000,000 in 1943 and 
saved its members $2,000,000; and 
that the patronage dividend in that 
year was at a rate which exceeds the 
commission it is obliged 'to collect 
from affiliated country elevators for 
selling their grain on the exchange . 
In other words, because of careful 
management and because of other 
operations carried on by this .large 
regional cooperative, it is able to pay 
a patronage dividend to member ele
vators which is larger than the com
mission which non-member elevators 
must pay to have their grain sold for 
them. 

It is this patronage refund which 
Mr. McCabe and the NTEA are 
after. They assert that cooperatives 
do not have to pay federal income 
taxes and thus derive a special ad
vantage which makes it impossible 
for private business to compete with 
them; They would like to see the 
patronage refund taxed away while 
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stili in the hands of the co-op, rather 
than refunded to the farmers, so that 
farmers would haye less incentive to 
patronize their own businesses. 

The reaction from the grass roots 
has been strong and spontaneous. 
Cooperatives are coming together as 
never before to meet the attack, be
cause they are convinced that all the 
patter about tax equality is just a 
blind to hide a campaign to make the 
world safe from cooperatives. As one 
cooperative editor put it, farmers are 
recalling the advice of Mary Ellen 
Lease during the PopUlist campaign 
"to raise less corn and more hell." 
State councils and associations of co
operatives are springing up or under
going reorganization from coast to 
coast; and a National Association of 
Cooperatives has been formed to 
carryon the fight at the national 
level. . 

The . common danger has unified 
the movement as nothing else could. 
Cooperators for the life of them can't 
see why they should scrap their well
organized cooperative institutions and 

.Jay a middleman to' market their 
products when they can do it more 
cheaply and efficiently themselves. 
Nor can they s~e why they should 
pay for the cross-hauling, back-track
ing and buck-and-winging of trucks 
operated by half a dozen "competing" 
oil dealers when they can concentrate 
their patronage on their own co-op 
oil station and eliminate untold dupli
cation of facilities. (See "Farm Pe ... 
troleum Delivery," Bulletin P52, 
Iowa State College.) 

Wbydo farmers feel so righteous 
about their cause? 1s it true that 
their co-ops don't pay taxes and 
therefore enjoy an unbeatable advan
tage over private enterprise? The 
first thing a cooperator will tell you 
is that his co-op does pay taxes. It 
pays real estate taxes, capital stock 
taxes, excise taxes,and perhaps taxes 
on earnings not distributed as patron
age refunds. It pays no income tax 

Let our press ask for a better under
standing between the city and the 
rural dweller-make people realize 
that city life and country life are parts 
of the whole. that one cannot exploit 
the other. without both suffering. 

Susan Eisele 
The PTlUlS Woman 
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on income that is refunded to patrons 
on the basis of patronage, because 
that income is an. overcharge which 
does not belong to the co-op. 

If. a marketing co-op gathers and 
sells its members products, and after 
charging the competitive commission 
has a surplus which it refunds to 
members, it has received no income. 
It merely overcharged them for the 
service it pedormed as agent, and 
now it refunds the difference to the 
principals. 

If a purchasing cooperative charges 
the current market price for goods it 
supplies to its members (one of the 
Rochdale rules) and finds that there 
is a margin remaining after all ex .. 
penses; it has over-charged its mem
bers and therefore reimburses them 
by paying a patronage dividend. 
I In either case· the members will 
have a higher income because their 
costs were reduced ( except in the case 
of the purchase of purely consumers' 
goods) or their sales price higher, 
and they will pay income taxes on 
that increased income. To an open 
mind it is an arrangement about 
which everyone should be happy. 
England, the home of cooperatives, 
has settled this question two· times 
over by the exhaustive reports of 
Royal ·Commissions. 

American courts have repeatedly 
come up with the same decision. As 

Jong as any corporation, whether co
operative or not/ is obligated by its 
by-laws, etc., to payout its earnings 
to patrons, so that its directors have 
no discretion in the matter, those 
earnings are not taxable while in the 
hands of the cotporation. In fact, 
members can vote to leave their pat
ronage refunds or savings with the 

. cooperative, and as long as the co-op 
evidences its indebtedness to the 
members therefor or allocates the re
tains to the respective members' ac
counts, it is not legally bound to pay 
income taxes thereon. The individual 
members whose income is enhanced 
by the patronage refund will pay in
creased income taxes at the proper 
time, depending upon when it is con
sidered that they received the refund. 

If patronage dividends which the 
co-op is obligated to distribute to 
patrons are nontaxable while in the 
hands of the co-op--in fact, lawyers 
believe tbat it would require an 
amendment to the constitution to 
make them taxable-why does the 
NTEA get so worked up oVer the 
"legislative favoritism" in vinJe of 
which "their earnings are classed as 
'savings'-not as profits?" What 
about Mr. McCabe's assertion that 
cooperatives are mushrooming on all 
sides because they are "spedfically 
exempt from the high federal income 
taxes that are taking most of the 

YOUNG SNIPERS 
Florence Hynes Willette 

Young snipers clamber in my favorite tree; 
(Was it for this I planted that fair birch?) 
With knees and elbows hooked precariously 
They cling like monkeys to the leafy perch. 
Playing the game of war ••. my little sons .•. 
With rubber-ball grenades and wooden guns. 

Such strange fierce words as salvos. boobies. flak. 
RoU briskly on the air from their young lips; 
The harsh staccato -of their ack-ack-ack 
Cuts at the hearing like the lash of whips. 
They quiet suddenly. alert and flat. . 
With guns and gaze fixed on a hapless cat. 

I. who have heard their prayers and will again. 
Who. as their handmaid. serve with heart ajar. 
Now contemplate with quick compelling pain. 
Their bold dark knowledge of the ways of war. 

. No sight is more portentous or more sad 
Than gun against the shoulder of a lad. 

earnings of all corporations?" It 
true tha~ co-ops meeting certain 
quirements are exempt from f 
income taxes. But this exemption b 
statute does not affect the inhere~ 
untaxability of patronage refunds 
which are paid pursuant to contract 
(e. g., by-laws, etc.). This exemption 
merely frees the co-op from paying 
taxes on income which it actually 
distributed as patronage refunds, but 
which it was not obliged by contract 
to distribute, and from paying income 
taxes on earnings withheld without 
consent of the members or without 
specifically allocating the retains to 
individual members. Such income 
would be such a small amount that it 

'would not be worth the trouble of 
collect:ing the income taxes on it, and 
the repeal of the exempting statute 
would merely be annoying, notdevas
tating. 

The ominous thing about the at
tack is that NTEA knows this very 
well; but if it can misrepresent the 
issue sufficiently and arouse public 
opinion to the boiling point, it may 
be able to swing discriminatory legis
lation which will tax cooperatives in 
defianc~e of all rules of justice. 

Where NTEA has a point, how
ever, is that some cooperatives have 
not always treated their earnings as 
a fund held in trust for their patrons, 
while others have traded indiscrim
inately with members and non-mem
bers, without paying a patronage re
fund to the latter. If the attack of 
the NTEA forces sucll cooperatives 
to put their house in order it will 
have performed a service for the co
operative movement and for the coun
try as a whole. 

On two counts then the NTEA at
tack should be considered the oppo
site of an unmixed evil. In the year 
of the Rochdale centennial, it is rally
ing the badly divided cooperative 
movement under one standard, and it 
is making cooperatives from coast to 
coast aware of the necessity of co
operatively correct operations, meth
ods and records. In the words of 
William E. Sanderson. president of 
the newly organized Wisconsin Asso
ciation of Cooperatives, "Ben C. 
McCabe may unwittingly become one 
of the movement's unsung heroes." 
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DOM TO BE FREE 
/)lIfflOf Dllocoo 

HE United ,States of the future 
should make it possible for all 

of farm land to enjoy, in the 
sense, the four freedoms an

by the Atlantic Charter and 
freedom proposed by Gandhi, 

freedom to be free." If democ
and peace are to endure, once 
are restored, freedom of speech, 

of worship, freedom from 
freedom from fear, and freedom 

exercise all these freedoms must be 
Their guarantees depend, as 

minimum, upon an agricultural eco
organization capable of (1) 

!illdntaining the farm family in a state 
good health generally, (2) giving 

educational and social ad
valllta:[!eS equal to the needs of the 
times in which they live, (3) insuring 
the aged against want and dependence 
in retirement, and (4) passing the 

to its next occupant with its pro
ductive power~ unimpaired. Unless 
these minimum objectives or goals ,can 
be achieved, it is certain that the farm 
population, not to mention those who 
live by other occupations, will not be 
able to survive for long. The five 
freedoms are allegedly for everybody; 
but for agriculture to have them, as
suming that an allied military victory 
is inevitable, the struggle for them 
must be waged in terms of the four 
social and economic goals here set 
forth. . 

These general freedo~s must be re
lated to the political structure of the 
nation and of international politics 
because it would be idle to attempt to 
reach our social and economic goals 
if the political system were not in ac
cord with them. This emphasizes the 
need for the agricultural population to 
Use its voting function and to make its 
weight felt as a world influence. It 
calls for aggressive vigilance on the 

This article of Dr. Duncan;s is 
printed for the sake of stimulating 
discussion on basic land policies for 
the United States. 

part of all public opmlOn making 
agencies. Also a more distinct articu
lation of the voice of agriculture than 
has ever existed will be needed as a 
check against too much governmental 
interference in private affairs as well 
as a guide to intelligent constructive 
public action. Farmers must be aware 
of and manifest an active concern for ' 
their needs and rights as an integral 
part of the body politic. It is not 
enough that they remain only passive 
recipients of whatever legislative ben
efits may happen to come their way, 
but they must also exercise their 
rights and duties as citizens to see 
that the demands of other pressure 

groups do not result in the strangling 
of agriculture. 

To have all-round good health, the 
first specific goal, means that the 
farmer shall be able to bring his fam
ily into the world and to rear. his chil
dren in an environment that will be 
conducive to their physical, mental, 
and moral well-being. It implies good 
housing, adequate nutrition, a ready 
access to medical and dental care of 
all kinds that may be necessary, im
proved conditions of sanitation, and 
protection from communicable dis
ease. In other words, it presupposes 
not only a productive farm of ade
quate size but also a wholesome farm 
community - a community in which 
the knowledge afforded by modern 
science is put to every possible use 
conducive to human welfare and hap
piness. This demands that facilities 
for making this knowledge available 
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and for putting it into practical use 
be improved in every possible direc
tion. 

To give cl!ildren the educational 
and social advantages consistent with 
the needs of the times in which they 
live, the second goal, is an obligation 
of both the farmer and society which 
is obvious. It is a compelling need. 
Agriculture is no longer-and never 
was-the purely hand occupation it 
was once supposed to be. Not only 
do farmers need to have the strongest 
muscles but also the best minds and 
the best trained minds to be found in 
the country. It is doubtful if ever 
again a person will be able to make 
the kind of living he can afford to ac
cept by the use of his hands alone. To 
achieve this object, schools. churches, 
and other educational and social agen
cies available to rural communities 
must be made second to none that 
may be found anywhere. We have 
spared no expense for war. 

The third goal is to insure the aged 
an independent living when. retire

, ment from active engagement in farm
, ipg becomes necessary. This is an 
~easily recognizable need since a larger 

proportion of our people now than 
formerly are living to the proverbial 
"three score and ten" mark and be
yond. The average size of families 
having diminished continually for the 
last sixty years or more, the propor
tion of productively employable peo
ple in the younger adult age groups 
to total popUlation will increase be
cause there will be fewer children and 
more women available for gainful em
ployment. Offsetting this productive 
gain, the outlook is toward an increas
ing proportion of old people who can
not work, but who must be supported 
either by those who can work or by 
society, which amounts to the same 
thing, or by savings which they have 
made and laid away for that purpose. 
Assuming the exercise of industry, 
frugality, and prudence, it seems that 
any person should be able to earn a 
sufficient amount during his active life 
to provide for his old age and a de
cent burial. 

As a social ideal, it is undesirable 
that the young adult with a family to 
rear, a home to provide, and a govern
ment to support should be compelled 
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to accept the added burden of taking 
care of his aged relatives. For the 
people of reproductive age to be com
pelled to forego families in order ~o 
support themselves and the aged IS 
not conducive to the maintenance of 
necessary population increase. A sys
tem of farm business organization 
should be worked out, by which the 
aged would be assured against want, 
and by which they would not be a 
burden either to their children, their 
grandchildren, or to society. The land 
tenure system along with the general 
superstructure of the. economic organ
ization holds a partial answer to this 
problem and contains the key to the 
realization of the third goal. 

The farm must be passed to its next 
. occupant with its productive powers 

unimpaired. This is the fourth goal. 
With free land exhausted, population 
increasing, and standards of living ris
ing there is no alternative but that 
the'land must be preserved. Neither 
the importation of agricultural prod
ucts nor emigration can solve _ the 
problem because it is only a matter 
of a relatively short time until there 
will be no place where people can find 
new land and no place with food to 
sell. SOllle nations now have no choice 
except either to lose population or to 
go on short rations or both. What 
shall we do when we too come to 
that point? Our soil must be rebuilt 
with culture, or we shall die like 
vermin of starvation. 

Having stated the issues as clearly 
as possible, the question is, what can 
be done about them;> The social and 
economic goals proposed apply to 
every class of farm worker, laborer, 
tenant and farm .owner. There must , . 
be no reservations and no exceptions. 
They must apply to all these classes, 
or else the struggle is lost before it is 
begun. 

The first step is to set up an agri-
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cultural system whereby the laborer, 
the tenant, and the owner of land will 
each get his economic' share of the 
total product which is a matter of a 
better organization of our land tenure 
system. This may require some years 
of experimentation because it is 
doubtful if anyone knows- exactly 
what changes are now needed. 

I The second step is to recognize 
the social functions of land, its social 
necessity, and to maintain a\ selec
tive land purchase program, but one 
with a high degree of flexibility and 
liberality, especially toward young 
beginning farmers. This implies two 
considerations: (1) a sound and 
equitable system of credit for pur
chasers desiring to live on the farms 
they buy, and (2) limiting the, lease, 
subdivision, or sale of land to par
cels of such size as will constitute 
economic units. Needless to say 
this will involve the necessity of 
finding n~w ways to settle estates, 
to govern mortgage foreclosures, tax 
sales and other encumbrances on , . 
land. . 

An alternative to this. is' eithe, the 
nationalization of land or the'%fnau
guration of some form Of collective 
ownership which will render it un
necessary for each successive gener
ation of farmers to buy outright the 
agricultu~al plant of this country. It 
might even be expedient to renounce 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
Thrust in your sickle 
Reap the shining morn; 
Bind up the crimson 

. Poppies with tile corn. 
Stack the golden harvest 
And then let it lie 
In the tawny heat-haze 
Under the sky. 

See the rich harvest 
Gleaming in the sun. 
Te Deum laudamus, 
Every theme's outrun, 
Te confitemur, 
As our harvest days 
'Fill the air with gladness 
And the land with praise. 

Pray Him at dawning 
For the hungry lands. 
Raise above our altars 
Bread in priestly hands: 
Bright Sun of justice, 
Conqueror of the dead. 
Let no man be wanting 
This miracle of bread! 

John Roberts 
The Wefikly Review 

the ideal of "every farmer an 
and allow the ownership of land 
become permanently fixed ill 
hands of the community, or of a 
of owners as in England. With 
sOlutely fair and equitable 
contracts, stable and certain 
it should make little or no "'t1cn~~_. 
who owned the land, if it could 
had in economically sized 
This would spread the risks, 
the fixed costs incident to Ownp.l'~hi'n' 
from the shoulders of the actual tiller 
Of the land, and would let the fanner 
employ his free capital for wholly 
productive uses. The worst objec-
tions to such a plan are either (a) 
that it would lead toward the estab. 
lishment of a privileged landed aris. 

'toctacy, or (b) that it would tend 
to be socialistic. There are, however, 
numerous cases in which publicly 
owned land is rented privately with. 
out involving the stigma of social.' 
ism. Our national forests and state 
owned school lands are cases in point. 

The fourth step involves taking 
every possible precaution to preserve 
the family farm unit, whatever the 
manner of landholding. This doctrine 
is so thoroughly implanted in the 
American mind, it would be almost 
futile to try to do away with it, even 
if a better alternative could be found. 
. Furthermore, under the pressure of 
economic forces, the prevailing tend· 
ency is for agriculture to gravitate 
toward the family unit. However, it 
must be recognized that the family 
farm unit is not a fixed relationship of 
a given number of people on a given 

. number of acres of land. Changing 
technology, changing crop and live-. 
stock organization. on the farm, and 
many other factors in a dynamic so
ciety will continually force us to n~w 
conceptions of the family farm umt. 

Fifth we mu~t look to other places 
than ag~iculture as a dumping groun~ 
for redundant and obsolete nonagn
cultural laborers, especially in the ear
lier phases of postwar readjustme.nt. 
Agriculture cannot feed the natIOn 
while at the same time acting as a 

- free soup line for population dis~org~d 
from cities by reason of age, dIsabIl
ity or technological obsolescence. Ex-

, . . f mS cept in periods of depreSSIOn, ar 
send more migrants to cities than they 
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from them. Usually the farms 
people . who have just 

the threshold of productivity, 
in return aging workers from. 

whose productive lives have 
used up mostly. This is a drain

of agricultural resources which 
: be. curbed by a nearer equaliza
of farm with nonfarm wages. 

the decentralization of in-
, when feasible, so as to bring 

factory closer to the raw m~.terial 
labor supply and the finished 

closer to the" consumer, would 
agriculture distinctly. It would 

transportation costs material
raise farm wages, provide supple-

. . employment for agricultural . 
, give farmers a more ready 

to markets, and would relieve 
in the large cities. In 

of encouraging stranded work-
. to abandon cities for farms, it 

be better to encourage indus
in high rent areas of cities to 
to smaller towns nearer farms 
part time farming and indus

employment could be made sup-

scheme of agricultural organi
however wise, just, equitable, 

. benelovent it may be, can achieve 
objective if it is not harnessed into 
overall economic, social, and po

organization of the country. If 
enterprise survives the war, 

must be integrated and coordinated 
Political, social, and 

eCOllomlC freedom will either survive 
perish together. 
The five freedoms cannot be main

by lip service alone. The four 
and economic goals, when 

~I'h"'""rl will give those freedoms a 
essence. Freedom is not 

abstraction apart from the socio
condition of the human 

but what results when the social, 
,econornic. and political functions of 

social order have each been placed 
its true relationship to the other 

What is true for agriculture 
for all other groups in our so

ciety. A special plea has been made 
agriculture because that is the 

te foundation upon which, in 
order of things as they now exist, 
entire economic, political, and so-

cial organization rests. . 

_, Am (f ((Juntl)! P(fst(JI • •• 

On a number of occasions recently the press has carried stories 
of incidents depicting the arrogance of the youth of Germany. It 
seems that Hitler's children have been so thoroughly indoctrinated 
with nazism that they are at times even more defiant and fanatical 
than their elders. Sad it is indeed, to see these mt!e oneS so de
ceived; heartbreaking, to have them so corrupted by false 
teaching. 

The stories of these misguided German youths. should serve, 
however, to encourage every country pastor. If children can be 
taught all these perverse ideologies, if they can become so tena~ 
ciously stubborn in their brutal and inhuman conduct. then cer
tainly they can, with patient perseverance, be taught to see the 
beauties of rural life. So often a country pastor labors under the 
misapprehension that the allurements of the city are so powerfully 
appealing to the youngsters on the land that he, is fighting a losing 
battle in his attempts to keep them down on the farm, and that it 
is Cilmost impossible to imbue them with a love for rural living • 
Let him therefore learn the lesson of .faithful endurance from the 
persistent methods of nazism; let his zeal and wisdom be no less 
than that of those who serve the mammon of wickedness; "the 
children of this'world are i.n relation to their own generation more 
prudent than are the children of. the light." Maybe we have at 
times allowed ourselves 10 become vanquished too easily. 

, 1 
Children are readily inftuencEl'Cl. They quickly absorb the im

pressions to which they are exposed. If then the movies they see, 
the books they read, the remarks they hear, glorify the city and 
its life, spontaneously they, will look down with aversion on their 
rural surroundings and admire everything that smacks of cities. 

Constant vigilance on the part of teacher and pastor is required 
to detect these adverse influences and exploit to the utmost all the 

'possibilities of pointing out to the children the advantages of 
country life. The stories of "Moron Quails" should be exposed hi 
all their ridiculous absurdity; derogatory remarks· in books and 
plays about farms and farmers should be eliminated; a proper 
sense of values of the things of life should be established. 

There will be limitless occasions for the country pastor in his 
daily association with children to extoll' the positive superiority 
of life on the land. Not with ponderous formality but with subtle 
suggestion he can arouse their appreciation for the opportunities, 
material and spiritual, which are a part of their rural heritage. They 
will be fascinated by learning new things a,s the- horizon of their 
endeavors is widened for th~m and proud of their accomplishments 
as they enjoy the triumph of mastering some project. 

Like his divine model, Christ, the Friend of children, let the coun
try pastor mingle with his children, encouraging their efforts, 
attending their meetings. viewing their exhibits, praising their 
achievements. Like Christ, let him also invite them: "Let the 
children. come to me, and do not hinder them, for of such is the 
kingdom of God." 
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A NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK 

T HE statement is often made that 
the future of our country de

pends, to a great extent, upon our 
rural areas, If we wish to lay a satis
factory foundation for the future of 

~ our rural citizenry, we must create an 
endless flow of trained men and 
women in the field of practical agri
culture, and in the field of agricultural 
leadership. We must of necessity start 
with the agriculturally inclined boys 
and girls on the farms and give them, 
not only the inspiration and desire to 
'embrace agriculture as a way of life, 
but we must also develop for them an 
educational program that will enable 
them to acquire some knowledge of 
scientific agriculture. 

Agricultural and Home Economics 
instruction is being provided in many 
of the public schools of the nation 
under the direction of the State De
partments of Vocational Education. 
Theory and practice is provided 
iIi the classrooms and laboratories 

'and in the form of supervised home 
projects: Leadership training is pro
vided through the medium of Future 
Farmers of America and the Junior 
Homemakers organizations. :Many of 
our best young .farmers come from 
this group of vocationally trained high 
school students. Many college stu
dents of agriculture received the spark 
of ambition and their first insight into 
the field of scientific agriculture from 
the vocational agricultural program. 

Therefore, if we Catholics are 
really in earnest about encouraging 

• capable boys and girls to make farm
ing or agricultural science a vocation 
or a profession, we need to provide in 
our parochial schools a system of vo
cational' training. A survey of the 
curricula of our Catholic schools 
shows, as a general rule, that we defi
nitely do not provide vocational train
ing in agriculture and home eco
nomics. Our rural Catholic schools, 
for the most part, are operated on the 
same basis as are our urban schools. 

As great as the need is for educated 

Catholics on the land, we must not 
minimize the value of Catholics in the 
field of agricultural leadership, re
search and higher education. The 
Catholic Church in the U~ S. has con'
tributed its full share of eminent 
physicians, lawyers, journalists, and 
even politicians, but only a shame
fully small fraction of agricultural 
scientists and agricultural leaders. 

Still we have in the -enC}~clica1 of the,' 
popes and in the other teacl~gs of 
the church more real conSi'ructive 
philosophy than any other single 
group. We have the solution to many 
of our agrarian problems, but our in
fluence in formulating ~ agricultural 
policies is weak indeed, because we 
have failed to provide our just share 
of leaders in one of the most, if not 
the most, important branc)l of learn~ 
ing-Agriculture. To illustrate this 
point, we present in summary form 
the distribution of agricultural spe
cialists in Louisiana on the basis of 
religion. 

DISTRIBUTION OF .AGRICULTURAL SPE
CIALISTS IN LOUISIANA ON BASIS 

OF RELIGION 
Non-

Catholic Catholic 
Staff Members, State 
Agricultural Experi-
ment Stations ...... 93 7 
College Professors of 
Agriculture ........ 92 8 
Agricultural Exten-
sion Specialists and 
Supervisors ........ 75 25 
County Agricultural 
Extension Agents .. 70 30 
Teachers of Vocation-
al Agriculture...... 65 35 

It is obvious that, in Lousiana, 
Catholics are poorly represented in 

the field of agricultural leal(lel'5:hl 
still Louisiana is the most 
state of the South. As poorly 
they are represented in aglJ.CUlltUl 

leadership in LouiSiana, they are 
ter represented in this state than 
any other southern state and even 
the nation. The reason for this 
tioncan be traced directly to 
shortcomings of our present 
of education-to that system of 
cation which has failed to provide 
training and to stimulate the desire 
embrace agriculture as a prc.tes!Sion 
or as a way of life. What are we, 
Catholic leaders, clergy and laity, 
going to do about this situation? 
Certainly, if we believe in the 
osophy of rural life and in the 
ciples advocated by the N 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, we 
must take cognizance of the .existing 
situation and direct our efforts to
wards the solution of the problem. 

COOPERATIVE CENTENNIAL 

In this year of the centennial cele
bration for the commemoration of 
the beginnings of cooperatives in 
Rochdale, England, it is both timely 
and fitting that we pay our tribute 
of admiration to the Rochdale Pio
neers for the magnificent work of co
operation they began a hundred years" 
ago. Their work has flowered and 
brought fruit beyond all expectations. 

We reaffirm our support of the 
principles of true cooperation based 
as they are on social. justice and 
social charity. 

Cooperatives give to their mem
bers, as Pope Pius XII said in his 
aforementioned statement, all the 
advantages of big business. They 
lead into the middle way between so
cially irresponsible industrialism 
and freedom-destroying collectivism. 
They assure to their members great
er freedom and greater security, and 
create an impregnable bulwark for 
true democracy. 

RESOLUTIONS, NCRLC 
1944 CONVENTAON 

-
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HOLE·WHEAT 

problems of the farms, townlets, 
and villages must be con

as a part of post-war planning 
social and economic' catas

will face North America. The 
country cannot continue to per
its part unless it becomes a part

in the planning for, and use of, a 
share of the material things of 

RAYMOND W. MILLER 

One of the tests of a community's 
',,:d,rl'n'D'th is whether its young people 

remain attached to it. 
LANDRUM BOWLING 

Mountain Life and Work 

It is not only nonsense, but blas
phemy, to say that man has spoilt the 

,country. Man has created the 
country; it was his business, as the 
image of God. No hill, covered with 
common scrub or patches of purple 
heath, could have been so sublimely 
hilly as that ridge up to which the 
ranked furrows rose like aspirfng 
angels. 

It is the hard lines of discipline and 
equality that mark out a landscape 
and give it all its mould and mean
ing. It is just because the lines of the 
furrows are ugly and even that land
scape is living and superb. As I think 

" I have remarked before, the Republic 
is founded on the plough. 

G. K. CHESTERTON 

It is a paradox of civilization that 
the closer together homes are built, 
t~e farther apart are the ,people whQ 
hvein them. There is an aching lack 
of neighborliness in crowded apart
ments of a big city. Persons living 
with only a wall between them are 
often utter strangers. But in the 
country, where homes may be miles 
apart, the residents take a real and 
active interest in one another. 

MILLARD F. EVERETT 

Denver CathoUc :Register 

A revolution is silently taking place 
in our country . . . The revolution 
consists in the discovery that not 
only the small, but even the better 
situated farmer has to start pioneering 
all over again; to regain his soil, or
ganize true cooperation, free himself 
from pressure groups and make life 
livable again. There are, e.g., whole 
communities without a priest or a 
doctor! These live in town and are 
so busy that they cannot travel from 
farm to farm to see their flocks. A 
seminarian from the city may know 
all the canons backward, but never 
hear of the fact that he has to convert 
the country, not orily the city, and do 
it the way the first Irish and German 
priests did it, wheJlo they came with 
their farmers to Wisconsin, Minne
sota, Oregon, Dakota,-or Washington. ' 

Orate Fratres 

Agriculture itself contributes little 
to unemployment in the sense that 
farm operators and farm laborers be
come unemployed. However, it is 
certain that a decrease in agricultural 
income does contribute substantially 
to unemployment of non-agricultural 
workers in both rural and urban areas. 

A study over a period of years by 
the Department of Agriculture indi
cates that for every $100 drop in farm 
income, the retail sales in 15,616 
towns and villages of less than 10,000 
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We Mourn ... 
The Most Rev. John A. 'Duffy, D.D., 

Bishop of Buffalo. 

The .Most Rev. John H. Peschges, D.D., 
Bishop of Crookston. Member Execu
tive Committee, National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference. 

The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Peter M. H. Wyn
hoven, Editor, Author. 

population dropped $80. On the 
other hand, for every $100 increase 
in farm income, retail sales increased 
approximately $70. The price struc
ture of farm products is therefore 
most important to every employer and 
employee of America. 

When farmers stop buying, the 
manufacturer supplying him with 
both consumer and heavy goods re
stricts production. The employees of 

" these manufacturers of farm goods 
's'4cm go out on the market, and other 
.mdustries farther removed from the 
farmer are then affected. Therefore 
one of the most iplportant, if not the 
most important causes for unemploy
ment is the lack of balance of income 
between groups, particularly when 
this adversely affects the great group 
of American farm people who not only 
buy the ordinary consumer goods but 
who also must' purchase, equipment 
and supplies for their 6,000,000 farm 
plants. 

O. D. BRISSENDEN 

What Causes Unemployment 

The great need of farm people, 
young and old, is to build a cooper
ative business structure that will re
tain for them a fair amount of the 
wealth produced in proportion to the 
labor expended and money' ~nvested. 

Ohio Cooperator 

We have to build communities on 
an economically and spiritually sound 
basis. We cahnot only make them at
tractive; we must find a technique by 
which people can become home
owners. 

JACK McLANAHAN 
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The husbandmen correspond to 
the feet, which always cleave to the 
soil, and need the more especially the ' 
care and the foresight of the head 
(the prince or ruler) since while they 
walk upon the earth doing service 
with their bodies, they meet more 
often with stones of stumbling, and 
therefore deserve aid and protection· 
all the more justly since it is they who 
raise, sustain and move forward the 
weight of the entire body. Take 
away the support of the feet from the 
strongest body and it cannot move 
forward by its own power, but must 
creep painfully and shamefully on its 
hands, or else be moved by means of 
brute animals. 

The Statesman's Book of John 
of Salisbury 

"As a Chaplain I get a cross section 
of the attitudes and views of the boys 
from every state in the Union. To be 
sure they are various and conflicting. 
But I am thoroughly convinced that 
thousands of boys are thinking of 
what they are going to do when they 
get their feet on good old U. S. soil. 
Millions of them will kneel down and 
reverently kiss the soil of their be
loved country as they step off the 
gang planks on return home. I am 
also convinced that thousands will 
literally continue to love the land 
which will satisfy the security they 
crave on returning home. Any. num
ber of city bred boys say, 'I'm going 
to buy me a farm and from it I'll 
never roam.' Many, too, will go back 
and sing 'Sweet Land of Liberty' on 
the farm." CHAPLAIN L. P. WHITE 

This land is the silent partner of 
tillers of soil in growing food for to
day and tomorrow.· If either partner, . 
weakens or fails, crops are lessened or 
fail. The landyields its increase to 

, husbandmen who work it and care for 
. it with understanding and skill. The 
earth rewards richly the knowing and 
diligent; it impoverishes the wasteful. 
This partnership of land and farmer 
is the rock foundation of our com
plex social structure. On this founda
tion is built our many industries and 
professions, and our opportunity of 
the ages to build the American dream. 
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DR. W. C. LOWDERMILK 
SCience News Letter 

.. ' 

"The heart of her husband trustetk 
in her; and he shall have no need of 
spoils." It is-woman's very nature 
which produces in her perfection; in
deed it is one of the most important 
and outstanding characteristics of her 
perfection. And this tritit is recog
nized by the many and good effects 
which it brings about, only one of 
which Solomon mentions here when 
he says that "The heart . . ." 

He shall have no need of spoil! Be
cause possessing her, he is content 
with the heritage of his forebears, 
with the cultivation and harvest of 
his fields, neither turning into debt, 
nor much less, enmeshing himself in 
the perils and disappointments of 
other means of gain and trade .'. • 

What shall I say about the rearing 
of children, the harmony of family, 
the wholesomeness of body and mind, 
save that they all follow the same 
order? Because it is inevitable that 
he who 'absents himself from home 
should discover many an unpleasant
ness which gathers strength from the 
absence of the master. Also; it fol
lows that he who tries to cheat}hould 
be cheated in turn . . . , 

On the contrary, life in the country, 
and' the cultivation of one's fields, 
make, as it were, a school of inno
cence and rectitude . . . And as the 
earth in that which is entrusted to 
it is faithful; openhanded in putting 
forth and bringing to light its riches, 

and generous and well-supplied 
all just dealings; so seemingly it 
genders and impresses in the hearts . 
those who till it a peCUliar ---"'~~l1""q 
a sort of unaffectedness of 
sition; an intercourse sincere 
loyal, full of honesty and good 
time-:Q.onored customs; such as 
found with difficulty in those who 
low another mode qf life. But 
and above all this, mother 
brings up her children to be 
and courageous, merry-hearted, and 
di;;posed for every sort of goodness. 
And the source of all these benefits . , 
the root from which all spring, are 
thrift and diligence of the wife, as we 
have already explained. 

Tr.-ALICE P. HUBBARD 
The Perfect Wife 

"Responsible for the spiritual care 
of 3,500 Catholic servicemen whose 
one aim in life is to get back home 
after this war and have families of 
their own, I think I can interpret 
their very heart-beats. It's for a 
piece of land, an opportunity to work 
and attain adequate security to raise 
good families in the fear and love of 
God." . 

C~LAIN DANIEL R. O'BRffiN 

Farmers generally are sensible men, 
not easily or long deceived. They 
pragmatically value two things above 
all else: good prices for their products 
and individual freedom; and the 
greater of these is freedom. 

San Antonio Express 

There is something truly tragic 
about the population problem as it 
confronts civilized peoples. The mis
'sion of men is to labor at the develop
ment of the human race. Yet just as 
soon as a group of men attains a cer
tain level of civilization it does away 
with itself through voluntary sterility. 
This phenomenon manifests itself not 
only in the interior of nations whose 
classes grow sterile as soon as they 
become cultured, but also in the world 
as a whole where we see the most ad
vanced nations committing suicide 
one after the other. 

LECLERCQ-HANLEY 
Marriage and the Family 
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TrocK, 

Pat 
Well, he can drive you around more 

between Maryknoll and 
Ferndale than you can find in ·the 
whole of Texas. At the Holy Ghost 
Fathers you'll find a nice farm and 
intelligent interest among these fu
ture Missionaries.-Fine sermons by 
Msgr. Morrison of Chicago and Fath
er Lachowsky, C.S.Sp. of Conway, 
Arkansas. 

Extension Workers 
Washington is lovely in the Fall. 

And it's good to meet Protestant Mis
sionaries who have done magnIficent 
extension work throughout the world. 
Our own American Catholic Mission
aries must become "Extension" 
minded in the economic field and par
ticularly in the rural field. We advo
cate the establishment of a Rural 
Course in some well equipped Cath
olic College to train rural Mission
aries for home and abroad. Protes
tants do it, wHy can't we? "'. 

Visitors at Home-Land 
Sergeant Clare Wolf, a veteran of 

the African and Italian campaigns, an 
inveterate agrarian. Helen Fritchie, 
a rural leader from Arkansas-Grail 
trained. Father Lynch of Notre 
Dame. Ralph Borsodi of decentralist 
fame. Sisters from here and Sisters 
from there. We have it sign over our 
front door: . "When a guest comes 
Christ comes." Yes, you are welcome! 

The Pines of Essex 
On Lake Champlain - a·· most 

charming spot for the Oblate Semi
nary Villa and an intensely alert 
group of students with that priestly 
gentleman and scholar in charge of 
them, Father Costello. They are New 
Englanders, city boys, but open
minded students of facts. 

Washington in August 
Paying our respects to Ed O'Neal . 

and Ray Ogg, to Paul Sifton, and 
Russell Smith, to the Grange, and 
Davis of the Co-ops. If a Rural Lifer 
wants a key to Washington let him 
call on Dr. Ray Miller. You'll find 

.' Father Abbot Alcuin's picture in his 
office (and a few other good-looking 
men) . The key is of pure gold and 
it opens not only doors but good will. 

An Artist A-milking 
No one but Graham Carey: We 

Jound out from his Vermont neighbors 
that he is developing into a real farm
er. Another proof that city slic~ers 
can make good. Said Graham, "When 
settling on a farm, one has to 'learn 
.not only to farm but to live."-Said ' 
Cicero, . "Of all the occupations by 
which a living is made, none is bet
ter than agriculture, none more de
lightful - none more becoming the 
dignity of a free man." 

Way Down South 
From Lake Chautauqua's Shores to 

Castroville, Texas. A difference, yes, 
but that's all. There are breezes on 
the lake, but there is Dean Lenzen in 
Texas. How those boys can argue in 
a Forum! What a fine address by 
Archbishop Lucey-what an histori
cal sermon 'by .Bishop FitzSimo~. 

Grail Workers 
After you visit Grailville, exchange 

notes with other visitors. I did with 
Ralph Borsodi. Well, we agree. It 
is almost unbelievable, but it is. 

Don Luigi Stuno 
A saintly priest and a most learned 

one. It's good for one's spirit to sit 
and talk with a childhood ideal in the 
flesh. He was my hero! He still is. 
H Italy is resurrected, Don Sturzo can 
be credited with contributing a great 
share towards it. Ad multosannos I 
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Your First Parish 
What an. experience for a young 

priest-and what a joy for an old- , 
ster to revisit the scene of his first 
Apostolic labors and see a phenome
nal development. That was On the 
Track's experience at Logan, Iowa, 
when he attended the first Mass of 
Father Berthold, O.S.B. 

Bemus Point 
Now that good Bishop Duffy h~s 

gone to his reward, what can we say 
of his Missionary' Apostolate, of the 
Seminarians' Villa? We know the 
work will continue, it will develop, but 
we shall always think of him as a 
great leader, a far-seeing Church
man. His work during the brief years 
of his Epjscopacy is verily monumen
tal. 

Home Of!' the Track 
It feels strange after three months 

of steady travel. If the Secretary 
keeps off the track longer than a week, 
says Andy, the conductor, "Where 
have you been lately? Sick?" 

, f;o-ops-Co-ops-Co-ops 
.,tf' The Congress in Chicago was great, 

but you should have been in West
phalia. / Truly t~at's where the world 
is at its best. Four Bishops.....:great 
speakers-music and the inimitable 
Father Duren. 

Labor and Religion . 
Pittsburgh needs both, and the Con

ference held there sought to bring that 
\fact to the fore. More land-minded
ness than one would think, and plenty 
of good sense.' Yes, it is more than 
hopeful. 

Omaha Countryside 
Roses at Bishop Ryan's and lots of 

corn elsewhere. Rural priests, young 
and old, attending a series of meet
ings. What development! What 
hopes! 
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It Seems ••• 
"Last year, with 10 per cent fewer 

farmers and 2 per cent fewer acr,es, 
our agricultural plant produced 50 per 
cent more food than in 1918. 

"The Bureau of Agricultural Eco
nomics estimates that by 1950 the 
farmers could equal 1943 record pro
duction with a further 10 per cent 
r.eduction in both manpower and acre-
age." 

Des Moines Tribune 

On the Contrary 
THAT IS WONDERFUL-The 

editor was visiting a farm in Holland 
in 1939 - he observed men tying 
wheat bundles by hand. Said 
he, "Why that?" Replied the farm
er, "How many unemployed have you 
in the United States?" SILENCE. 

It Seems . .. 
"How to get rid of forthcoming 

food surplus is the BIG problem on 
the minds of all high agricultural offi
cials these days." 
The Kiplinger Agricultural Letter 

"Congressional FARM , BLOC 
leaders are worried over talk of re
settling veterans on farms created by 
huge postwar irrigation projects. They 
fear such a program would only pile 
up further surpluses and make the 
farm problem more difficult." 

Newsweek 

"WILL YOU GO BROKE? Even 
if the United States after the war 
manages to secure practically full em
ployment and a national income of 
150 billions, feeds the undernourished 
with a big federal food stamp pro
gram, revives farm exports to twice 
the 1940 level, farm production will 
still be so great farmers would have 
to cut acreage 17 million below the 
1943 level in order to avoid a surplus. 
But suppose we don't get full employ
ment - suppose unemployment rises 
to seven million? Then cash farm 
income would be just half what it 
would be under full employment. Or 
suppose unemployment rises to fifteen 
I 

104 

million? Then farmers might not 
have any net income at all. Ex
penses might run as high as income." 

Wallaces' Farmer 

On the Contrary 
The Atlantic Charter: 

. "Freedom from want." 
,Has the world been hungry? 
Is the world hungry? 
Will the world be hungry? 
Is there any relationship between 

war and hunger? 
Do we want a lasting peace? 
Let's not worry about a surplus

but let us work to make the surplus 
available or .......... . 

It Seems • .. 
"In the next several decades, it is 

likely that upwards of one-half of the 
young men and women reared in 
rural areas in the United States will 
find as they seek and enter produc
tive' employment, that th~y will not 
be needed in agriculture. If ,the>, stay 
they will burden agriculture aIffi they 
will also thereby deny themselves the 

'gain in earnings that would come to 
them from migration." 

DR. SCHULTZ 

University of Chicago 

On the Contrary 
Since agricultural economists have 

now solved (?) the rural problems, 
let them become urban economists 
and plan how to care for the cities 
when they become the dumping 
ground of the countrr. A challenge 
to Dr. Schultz. Agricultural econo
mists are, needed no more. 

Must the "human surplus" of the 
countryside be dumped on the city? 
Has anyone a right to do that? Are 
cities ready? They received rural 
youth in the early 20's and dumped 
them back in the early 30's. 

What will be the social and politi
cal results of a "planned" urban econ
omy? Evidently insecure private jobs 
or secure "slave" government jobs. 
Can American democracy exist under 
such conditions? 

It Seems ••• 
"Finally, it would be advantageous 

to the country as a whole, to shift a 
million or two workers from agricul_ 
ture, where they earn about 60 cents 
an hour at best, to manufacturing, 
where they earn better than 80 cents 
an hour." 

JAMES H. MCGRAW, JR. 
Pres., McGraw-Hill Pub. Co. 

, On the Contrary 

"Country boys! Apply at Mc
Graw-Hill's-a job for every
body at 80c an hour." 

Did you see McGraw's ad in all pa
pers from 1929 to 1939? 

Advice to Mr. McGraw: It will 
cost less for a small ad in depression 
days than for full page ads in 1944. • 
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at A DINNER MEET-
of the New York City Food Ad

Committee, Mr. Marshall pre
that reconversion will be the 

one problem of the postwar 
"The amount of food which 

beings will eat is limited by 
size of their stomachs and the size 

pocketbooks." 
LEE MARSHALL 

the Contrary 
thought that human beings pos

certain fundamental natural 

e who determines the size of a 
's or nation's pocketbook there-

determines the human stomach's 
:ont.ent:s--WJ:lat shall ·we say of our 

and social system if that be 
Let Mr. Marshall draw some 
conclusions-don't stop half 

Ble.D'Inde-d'Edmond J. Massicotte 

It Seems ••• 
"The notion that the land can ac

commodate millions is perfect non-
sense." 

Des Moines Register 

On the Contrary 
Agronomicalfy a most unscientific 

statement-there is practically no lim
it to the productivity of an acre of 
land. Iowa could quadruple its pres
ent land population and become the 
most prosperous state in the Union
it all depends how we use the land. 

, It: Seems •• • 
"The long-term trend is toward 

fewer producers of farm products, not 
toward more. That's the tough eco
nomics of it. 

"The great bulk of the jobs have 
got to be found in city activities. 
There is no escapin~ that." 

Des Moines Register 

On the Contrary 
The trend is present. We grant it 

. -but must it be that way? Are 
economic trends fatalistic things? 
Have human beings no say so? Are 
we, or are we not, masters of our own 
economic destiny? What of the no-· 
bility of human personality? What 
of man's social powers? Admit that 
economic or social trends are inevi
table and what becomes of man? 

It Seems • •. 
"A 'don't-go-back - to - the - farm~ 

movement to protect thousands of re- . 
turning war veterans against sinking 
their savings and bonuses in the'illu
sion of attaining security overnight 
with 'a place in the country' was dis
closed in its preliminary all-New Eng
land stages today by Louis A. Web
ster, Acting State Commissioner of 
Agriculture." 

Christian Science Monitor 

On the Contrary \ 
"The reasons for the trend toward 

combining urban work with rural liv
ing and subsistence farming are logi
cal. Workers remember the hardships 
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of 1930-35 and feel that a small farm 
offers more security than a rented ur
ban home. ' Money is available in 
many families to purchase outright 
and eliminate the drag of a mortgage. 
Many men and women instinctively 
feel that this era of war-born indus
trial activity necessitates a compen
sating period of economic adjustment 
when labor will not have full-time 
employment. 

"Meanwhile, departments of agri
culture, the rural press, and· county 
agents are offering good advice. Their 
counsel includes: check transporta
tion facilities, keep overhead low, 
check water supply,test the soil, and 
raise all the food possible for family . 
and livestock. They emphasize that 
if one is inexperienced in judging soils 
and real estate, it is common sense to 
get the advice of some one familiar 
with the problem of selecting land 
and buildings." 

New York Times 

It Seem$ •• . 
", "Most impressive-and to many, 
~fJst depressing-shots in the film 
snow the implacable march of incred
ibly proficient machines across vast 
acreages of California and New J er
sey, with human beings assuming a 
relationship to the soil almost as im
personal as work in great factories, or 
in the bull pens of great companies." 

Time-"March of Time" 

On the Contrary 
SGT. CLARE WOLF Knows What 

He Wants. 
"I don't want gadgets-I want a 

modest living with self-made secu
rity." 

He remarked that one of the wor
ries of the fighting boys is that their 
jobs may not exist on their return. 
They desire a home, a modicum of 
independence and, most of all, peace. 

Sergeant Wolf is a believer in the 
small farm idea. He states very em
phatically that while farms can be too 
small to be good economic units, yet 
"the amount you can make on a farm 
depends on how you work and plan, 
and not on the extent of the acreage 
you till." 
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TlJe /(UIO/ Pastor's Poge 

A PLAN FOR PAROCHIAL 
MISSIONARY WORK* 

Stephen A. Leven. Ph.D. 

There are two ways in which the 
Church, the Body of Christ, can 
grow. The first is by the increase of 
sanctifying grace in the souls united 
to Him. This means the furtherance 
of work among the Catholics of a 
parish. This naturally becomes the 
first concern of a pastor. The second 
is by the addition of cells by Bap
tism; thus grafting them on Christ. 
This means work among the non
Catholic members of a parish. No 
true representative of the Good Shep
herd may neglect such work. 

Where most of the parishioners are 
not Catholic, the good pastor will 
work more among non-Catholics 
than among Catholics. Doing this 
he needs to remind himself constantly 
that his purpose is not to win personal 
popularity but to become all things 
to all men so that he may win them 
to Jesus Christ. In such a parish it 
should be the business of the pastor 
to put the message of Jesus Christ on 
every avenue of approach t9 the non
Catholic mind. 

Pastor Must Become Acquainted With 
, His Whole Flock 

An essential condition of work is 
that the pastor know his parish and, 
as far as possible, his individual 
parishioners. Since his vocation is not 
merely to contemplation but to ac
tion, he must as far as possible be in 
contact with the objects of that ac
tion. 

A first step is to form an estimate 
of the number of souls in his parish. 
Supposing that he has a smaller num
ber of Catholic parishioners and 
many more non-Catholics, he must 
give much attention to the composi
tion of the non-Catholic group. 

It will be useful to see what num
ber have some church affiliation. An 
effort must be made to know the di
visions of religion that are represent
ed in the parish. To this end a pastor 
should call on the non-Catholic minis-

*Reprlnted by permission of The' Homu,ectic 
ana; Pastoral, Review. 

ters of his parish and maintain some 
contact with them. ,He should also 
try to, know what distinguishes one 
religious group from another. To' 
do this it is not enough to read some 
Catholic pamphlet or handbook about 
Protestant denominations. Much less 
inadequate is a book like EI~er J. 
Clark's "The Small Sects in America" 
(Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
1937, $2.00). A good technique is 
to obtain literature about each church 
from that church itself. 

When the pastor feels he has a 
working knowledge of the compo
sition of his parish, he should investi~ 
gate what avenues of approach are 
available. It will perhaps, seldom be 
practical to work with non-Catholic 
religious groups as such. There may 
be few opportunities to present the 
message of Jesus Christ in terms of 
the duty of becoming a Catholic, but 
there will be unlimited occasions of 
affirming and presenting' t!te great 
truths of natural religionJand the 
principal dogmas of Christianity. 

Establishing His Leadership Among His 
Flock 

A priest working in places where 
, his parishioners are mostly non
Catholic must continually remind 
himself that he is ordained to be the 
shepherd of; all his flock-good 
sheep, stray, and other sheep. It is 

, the will of God that he lead them all 
into green pastures. He cannot be 
'satisfied if only the Catholics hear 
his voice and follow his leadership. 
He is the ordained leader for all." 

In every community there are es
tablished and acceptable agencies 
through which community life flows 
and is influenced, and in these an' 
alert priest will find useful opportu
nities to give Christ to his people. 
There are the regular channels of 
publicity, the newspapers and the 
radio. These should be regularly 
furnished with Catholic material that 
is acceptable to them. It is, for ex
ample, most often sheer laziness on 
the part of a priest which causes him 
to fail to give a weekly announcement 

of Catholic services for the 
paper's Church Page. A priest 
prefer to give the newspapers 
article on the necessity of ~Vlll"":O'~, 
but since this js generally not 
able, let him give the Catholic 
which is. 

The civic clubs, the school 
bly programs, patriotic 
agricultural clubs, the various 
ers' unions, the parent-teacher 
cils, especially in rural schools 
examples of organizations which 
constantly in need of lectures 
talks. Speaking to such groups will 
give a priest many opportunities to 
affirm and expound fundamental 
Christian doctrines. A priest should, 
make a survey of such agencies in his 
parish and be ready to make use of 
them, to deliver his message on every 
possible occasion. 

A reguiar program of street preach
ing should be a normal part of parish 
activity. It is encouraging to see 
non-Catholics come to religious meet
ing out-of-doors year after year, as 
the outdoor season develqps. In ad
dition to furnishing a medium, 
through which all Catholic doctrine 
can be taught, street preaching brings 
obvious benefits to the priest who en
gages in it. Not the least of these is 
the assurance that, no matter how 
cooperative he becomes in civic life, 
no one will ever say he thinks one 
religion is as good as another while 
he is shouting from every street cor
ner that Christ established the Catho
lic Church.' 

Planned Program Activities 
When a priest has begun to succeed 

in obtaining leadership in a commu
,nity, he is still not immediately able 
to translate that in terms of converts 
to the Catholic Church. People may 
become very Catholic in their think
ing and in their actions and even in 
their attitude towards God and JesuS 
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without realizing that fact. 
priest will often wonder 

. this is so. It isa sort of 
to be able to sell oneself 

not Jesus Christ. 
planned and continuous program 

h011se··to-house visitation by mis
nuns or trained. lay workers 
as by the priest distributing 

literature, answering ques-
inviting non-Catholics to 

services and to convert 
is a most useful technique. It 

be kept up year after year. 

. A good discussion club program in 
which non-Catholics become regular 
club members with Catholics meeting 
weekly to discuss religion, following 
a well-planned discussion club text . ' 
IS a useful and practical tool for the 
instruction of non-Catholics. Such a 
program carries on by itself once it 
is launched, but year after year it re
quires almost the same attention. and 
effort to get the clubs under way. 

. Convert classes and private in
structions should be going on con
stantly and should be well pubiicized. 
Courses of Scripture Study, lectures 
on Christian Theology, special 
courses of sermons for non-Catholics 
should be kept before the public con
sciousness. 

Reception of converts into the 
Church should be made as solemn as 
possible. In the case of the conver
sion of non-Catholic spouses in mixed"" 
~rriages, there should follow' the 
.celebration of a Nuptial Mass and 
the giving of the Nuptial Blessing. 

After conversion the new Catholics 
shouJd be introduced to spiritual 
reading and encouraged to growtb 
and development in the spiritual life. 
Thus, work among non-Catholic 
parishioners finds its culmination in 
the fostering of Catholic life and the 
double program of work among 
Catholics and among non-Catholics 
is joined and made one. 

LIGHT AND HOPE 
Ame/ in MeE/wnine 

OUR parish is as old as the head
stones of many of our great

grandfathers in the little cemetery 
beside the Church. It has had pros
perous years and difficult· years. 
Once there were many large families 
and the Church was the center of all 
activities. Then old settlers died and 
children married and moved away: 
New families, m~stly non-Catholics, 
purchased farms in the neighborhood 
and moved in. The pastor grew ill 
and the parish stood still. The peo
ple went to church only for Mass and 
then went home again. There were 
fewer and fewer children. At first 
Sister came for a few weeks in th~ 
,Summer and prepared them for Holy 
Communion. Finally there were not 
enough children for instruction, £lnd 
Sister no longer came. Fathers and 
mothers still went to Church. -They 
were Catholics; they felt that their' 
children would always be; but there 
were more and more mixed marriages 
and more and more fallen-aways. 

Then, in 1941, the Catholic Rural 
Life Conference of the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis offered to 'help our neighbor
ing parish with a Catholic school. It 
had a small begiDning, two rooms 
with a few children, and a dormitory 
for Sisters. When we first heard 
that the Conference might be able to 
help us send our children to the 
Catholic School, it seemed the best 
thing to 'forget it and give up. It was 
a ,,:onderful thing,we said, but our 
pansh people were out here in the 
country-many ten and fifteen miles 
from their own church, with mud 
roads to travel and creeks to cross. 
Public school buses picked up 
children in the rural districts for the 
public high school in the neighboring 
town, but they were crowded and 
didn't pass over routes to help our 
children. The people spook their 
heads. 

Nevertheless, a meeting was called, 
and Monsignor Leo J. Steck, Secre
tary of the St. Louis Rural Life Con-

ference, talked to us. Some of us came 
with feelings of fear and hope; others 
to try not to tangle our parish up in 
a debt we could not pay. Still others 
were there just to listen. It seemed 
pretty hopeless. Monsignor Steck 
suggested ways of raising money to 
help pay part of the expenses of 
transportation. He suggested Rum
mage Sales with the Rural Life Con
ference providing the rummage, but 
we didn't know what a rummage sale 
was. Always we came back to the 
argument that we didn't have enough 
children to bother with. We had lost 
confidence in our ability to do things. 
When the people finally understood 
we would have a parish only as long 
as we had Catholics, they agreed to 
try it for a year. 

And so, in September, 1942, a yel
, low truck with School Bus painted on 
.,zit started on the long route of pick

ing up our eleven children. The 
first ones got on at seven o'clock in 
the morning and'the bus got to school 
at eight-thirty. That meant getting 
six-year old youngsters out of bed 
at six in the morning, leaving in the 
dark in the winter, and getting home 
as late as five in the evening. 

At first they were a frightened 
bunch of children, but it wasn't long 
until everyone noticed the little group 
that went to the Catholic school. 
They were at Mass--sure of them
selves, belonging to the. Church as a 
little body, not merely coming along 
with their parents. 

We knew we had to do our part. 
We had to make some money. So we 
planned a Hallowe'en party. One 
parishioner donated a quilt to be 
given away, another a gallon of home~ 
made sorghum. We brought baskets 
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of food one Sunday and stayed after 
late Mass preparing for the party; 
cleaning up the grounds, cutting 
weeds. It was a happy day .. We 
had something to work for; we were 
drawn together again. A large 
crowd came. From babies to grand
parents. All were glad there was 
"something doing. " We made 
$124.00. Half we gave for the parish 
fund, the other half we kept for our 
.bus fund.· A number of people, whose 
children were grown and gone, gave 
us a dollar a month-two dollars a 
month-saying, "My children didn't 
have a chance like this, and anyone 
can see what good it is doing." 

In October, the first year, our 
children took part in the procession 
at Thirteen Hours Devotion-the 
first time, for most of them, in so 
impressive a ceremony. Some of our 
non-Catholic neighbors went to see 
the procession and were amazed. 
How could children be trained so 
perfectly in so short a time? The 
Sisters mUst indeed be wonderful 
teachers. There must be something 
to a religion that could do so much 
for just children. We were proud 
and grateful. To the children their 
Catholic faith was unmistakably be
coming a thing that was with them 
every day, associated with their 
everyday lives. 

The attendance at Sunday Mass 
began to increase; even on Sundays 
when the roads were deep with mud 
and snow and the rain pouring and 
creeks up. The first Holy Day of 
Obligation after school started there 
were twice the number at Mass that 
there had been in. other years. The 
children were leading us. 

We were feeling braver. Our bus 
was running. The children were 
heart-broken if they had to miss a 
day. The long hours away from 
home didn't bother them. Even five
year olds were going now. So we 
decided to try a Rummage Sale. 
The Rural Life Conference gave us 
boxes and boxes of rumniage. We 
told other friends in the city that 
old clothing, shoes, hats, quilts, any
thing they usually discarded was 
rummage. 

Our people are hard-working 
farmers, and their wives work long 
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and hard, too. Few of our women 
drive cars, so it meant some driving 
by to pick up others, and then travel
ing eleven, and some families fifteen 
miles, to the town of our school 
where we were going to hold our 
rummage sale. You see our "town" 
is just our church, store and five 
houses, and no one could come away 
out there to buy. The women had 
cows to milk, milk to, tend to, chick
ens to feed, and meals to be prepared 
to leave for their husbands early in 
the morning, before they left at 7:30 
to work all day at the rummage sale. 
It was winter and butchering time. 
One woman canned meat and sausage 
until twelve o'clock the night before 
to be able to be away all the next day. 
The women of our school parish 

worked with us all the way through 
or we never could have made such a 
success. 

The meeting befor~ school started 
the next year had little resemblance 
to the first one. There was no hesi
tation. The school bus had to run. 
All the children must go to the 
Catholic school. Three new Catholic 
families had moved into the commu
nity. Pledges were quickly made. 
Not because the money was the im
portant thing-we knew we could 
make it-but because everyone could 
see how important, how necessary, it 
was that every Catholic child receive 
a Catholic education. 

Nineteen .children from St. Francis , ' 

Parish were transported to St. 
Catholic school through the 1 
term. Our pastor had become 
ill early in the summer, and in 
ber, 1943, Rev. Martin F. 
was sent to Luebbering. He came to 
stay on the day of our second Hallow_ 
e'en party for the benefit of our 
school bus. It was a tremendous 
relief to have him take over the re
sponsibility and to have him as en
thusiastic as we were. There had 
been many times we would have given 
up, from little things seeming too big 
had it not been for the encouragement 
from the Rural Life Conference. 

Father Phelan organized Sodalities. 
We began having monthly parish 
suppers. Our rummage gathering 
and sales continued. The Rural Life 
Conference helped repair the rectory. 

Holy Thursday, 1944, saw the first 
such procession in our church since 
it was built. Even though our church 
is so small the children had to go out
side to turn around, no procession in 
a large city church could have been 
as beautiful and edifying to us as our 
own. It seemed again that every
thing that brought our Religion 
closer to our hearts was through our 
children, and always because they 
were going to the Catholic school. 
In May, 1944, we had two graduates 
-the first from the parish of St. 
Francis-living in tke parisk-ever 
to graduate from a Catholic school. 
This past summer, our church has 
been more than filled at the Sunday 
Masses and we know it is no longer 
large enough. 

Just two years from the date of 
our first 'doubtful and frightening 
meeting, to see if we could afford to 
send our children to the Catholic 
school, the same group of people met 
and voted unanimously that we need
ed a new and larger church. We 
know this is a big undertaking for 
our thirty-five families but we have 
~ined confidence in ourselves 
through the Rural Life Conference. 
To us it seems we've come a long way, 
yet we know we've just begun. We 
are working together . We are on the 
receiving end now, but we hope some 
day to be in a position to help the 
Rural Life help others. 
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eKED 'CORN 

Benedictine Sisters of the 
of Perpetual Adoration of 

Missouri, have developed one 
the outstanding Holstein dairy 

in the United States. Their 
is known as the Clyde Hill 

, The institution at Clyde was found
about 70 years ago, and it was in 

18 that the sisters purchased their 
foundation Holsteins from the 

then famous St. Mary's College herd 
'at St. Mary's. 

For many years after 1918 the en
tire farm operation was handled solely 
,by the sisters. Sister Josephine, in 
charge of the farms for the past 20 
years, has accomplished an amazing 
achievement of fine farm manage-. 
ment that has included the building 
up of the land and pastures to a high . 
state of fertility, the erection and 
maintenance of an impressive set of 
farm buildings of the best construc
tion, and the establishment and de
velopment of outstanding herds of 
registered Holsteins and Aberdeen 
Angus. 

Sharing the credit with Sister Jose
phine and her organization in'the de
velopment of their great Holstein herd 
is the herd manager, sincere, hard
working Joseph Gemmeke, who has 
been with the .tnstitution for 21 years. 
The sisters attribute a large measure 
of the success of the herd, its excellent 

Dear Msgr. Ligutti: 
Thank you for the brief but very 

significant report of N.C.L.R.C. 
summer work. The report shows at 
a glance the tremendous development 
of Rural Life Schools and Institutes 
during tke past year. Now that this 
very important educational work has 
"caught the imagination" of Catho
lics interested in our Catholic Rural 
Life problems, I am sure that this 
great work will gain momentum as 
the time goes on. 

ALBERT L. FLETCHER 
Auxiliary Bishop of Little Rock 

-

type and production, to the skilI and 
interest of Joe Gemmeke. 

Both production and type are em
phasized at Clyde Hill. Three years 
ago the institution was awarded the 
Progressive Breeders' Registry certifi
cate on a three-time milking herd . 
average of 479 pounds of fat for 40 
cows, and a type classification score 
of 82.3. The next year the herd aver
age jumped up to 508 pounds for 38 
cows, and, with war-time conditions, 
is stilI near that level. 

HAROLD SCANLAN 
N ortkwestern Kansas Register 

Nation of Homes 
"There will be homes and families 

in this country after the war. They 
will be more important than parity, 

. tax laws or uniform telegraph rates 
for the press. This war was fought 
for homes and families, present- and 
future. The nation is a union of 
homes before it is a uni~n of ~states . 
The national future does not lie in th~ 
U. S. Treasury or at Social Security 
headquarters, but in 35,000,000 cra-
dles. / ' 

"Look at the record. Since 1890 
the U. S. A.'s national birth rate has 
dropped from 32.9 per 1,000 popula
tion to 17.4 per 1,000 population. It 
rose a bit after Pearl Harbor. But, 
then, birth rates always rise during a 
war period. 

"In those same years, the national 
average for divorces jumped from 5.7 
per 100 marriages to 19.3 per 100 
marriages. 

"A falling birth rate plus a rising 
divorce rate speaks ill for individual 
faith in the future. Hence it speaks 
ill for the nation's future." 

Pathfinder 

Washington and Carver 
Cooperation and respect of the 

white race Booker T. Washington be
lieved to be essential to the Negro's 
well-being. Iil a memorable speech 
at the Cotton States Exposition at 
Atlanta in 1895, he said dramatically 
with fingers outspread: "In all things 
that are peculiarly social, we can be 
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as separate as the fingers, yet one 
as the hand in all things essential to 
mutual progress." 

In 1896 Washington invited the 
scientist, George Washington Carver, 
to take charge of the agricultural 
department at Tuskegee. Together 
they devised a plan for teaching bet
ter farming and better living to the 
impoverished colored farmers of the 
country. . 

Dr. Carver converted a second
hand buggy, mule-drawn, into a mo
bile school, loaded it with exhibits, 
and toured the country on weekends. 
Washington described it as "a farm
er's college on wheels w1;lich educates 
the farmers in the field . . . making 
thrifty land-owners out of hand-to
mouth Negro· tenants." This was 
the first of the "movable schools" 
which today, sponsored by the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, cover the 
state. 

Tuskegee Institute became a center 
of community life and progress. And 
at the farmers' conferences and other 

.. ,.gatherings in the chapel, Washington 

.v"would invariably say, at the end of 
the meeting, "Sing a plantation mel-
ody." Not on,ly did he use these 
songs for' his own inspiration but 
also to create a friendly atmosphere 
in which to plead the Negro's cause. 
And the songs never failed him. 

-
ELEANOR FISHBURN and 
MILDRED SANDISON FENNER, 
The Negro Digest 

In countries with an old Catholic 
peasantry there are many rites and 
celebrations which are part and parcel 
of country life. There are weekly pro
cessions around the church, for in
stance, In many places of rural Cen~ 
tral Europe. There is a distribution of 
holy water after every Mass In Tyrol, 
and there are the blessings of Epiph
any, Holy Saturday, St. Agatha and St. 
John (both the Apostle and the Sap
tistl, the blessing of herbs on Assump
tion and many others. Nearly none 
of these lesser sacramentals survive In 
cities, few in towns. In this country 
it seems that only Slavic and Germanic 
communities have kept them, although 
hardly in cities. They seem to die out 
wherever the closed character of a 
sacred, consecrated community life 
has died out. The reasons are obvious. 

-Orate Fratres 
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Bathroom For Three Years 
I have been married 23 years, and 

for just three of those years, I've had' 
hot water at my finger-tips. You 
want to know how it feels? 

In '1930, we rented a farm with an 
enchanting view and 120 acres of 
good land'; but not a sign of a bath
room. I loved that place, but it was 
a bit inconvenient to curl up in a 
wash-tub in the kitchen, or, if you 
preferred a little more time, or pri
vacy, you could carry the water 
through the dining-room, living-room 
and upstairs-and down again! 

We finally decided we'd buy a port
able bath-tub. It was wonderful, too, 
but I had to wait for the man of the 
house to come and help lug the water 
out. 

A visitor solved the problem of 
summer baths by erecting a make
shift tent and installing the bath-tub. 
A comfortable bench just outside en
couraged Grandpa to "sit" sentry 
duty, and made singing in the tub un
necessary. 

In 1941, we bought this farm. It 
had a bathroom with running water, 
a sink in the pantry, a washbowl in a 
little room off the kitchen, where the 
men can clean up. There are three 
faucets in the basement, and in the 
winter, when we have a fire in the' 
furnace, ,we have hot water at no 
extra cost. 

I believe I was the happiest woman 
in the world when we got into this 
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place, and I felt sure I would never 
ask for anything better. 

But 'along about July, I hinted 
that if there weren't a war on, I'd be 
willing to go without almost anything 
else to buy a summer water heater 
. . . Finally our nephew found one
a cob, wood, coal-burning heater. 

You can imagine what it must 
mean to men who have worked in the 
fields all day to be able to take a hot 
bath before they go to bed. My 
farmer came down the other evening 
and reinarked that it was worth $25 
extra per acre on any farm. 

While I managed nicely and was 
happy for 20 years without it, I'll tell 
you one thing-if I ever move away 
from here, I'll wager two to one my 
new home will have hot water. 

MARJORIE C. JENSEN 
Wallaces' Farmer 

Farming is the biggest manufac~ 
turing business in the United States; 
but is operated as 6,000,000 separate 
units. ' '0. O. B'RISSENDEN 

Farm Colonizati,on ' ~ 
An embryo colony establisned at 

St. Nicholas, P. O. Rock, Michigan, 
in" 1913, now numbers 27 Catholic 
families. The original plan called 
for 100 families from Belgium but 
after World War I colonists could not 
come in. 

In 1911, the Rt. Rev. M. Jodocy, 
now pastor of St. John'S Church, at 
Marquette, Michigan, spoke as a 
charter member of the Upper Penin
sula of Michigan Development Bu
reau at Menomenee. He called atten
tion to the large Catholic families and . 
the haM-working Belgians. He de
clared them the best' gardeners of 
the world and proposed to settle a 
colony of them in Michigan. He re
calls now that he was beset immedi
ately by land sharks who tried to sell 
him everything from a swamp to a 
desert. 

He chose the' present location and 
led a group of men there. Today 
they are doing wonderfully, well, 
owing both to the quality of the soil 
and to their hard work. One man 
recently made a record of growing 
over 600 bushels of potatoes an acre 
on a large tract. 

A Kuru/ TfJust tfJ •• 
THE MOST REV. RICHARD 

CUSHING, DoD., Archbishop 
Boston. 

,THE MOST REV; JOSEPH 
RITTER, D.D., Archbishop 
Indianapolis. 

, THE MOST REV. JOHN G. 
NET, D,D., Bishop-Elect of 
fayette. 

THE MOST REV. MATTHEW 
BRADY, D.D., Bishop of 
chester. 

THE MOST REV. HENRY J. 
GRIMMELSMAN, DoD., Bishop.. 
Elect of Evansville. 

THE MOST REV. RALPH L. 
HAYES, D.D., Bishop-Elect of 
Davenport. 

THE 'MOST REV. EUGENE J. 
l\fcGUINNESS, D.D., Coadjutor 
Bishop of Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa. ' 

THE MOST REV. MICHAEL J. 
READY, D.D., Bishop-Elect of 
Columbus. 

THE MOST REV. EDWARD F. 
RYAN, D.D., Bishop-Elect of 
Burlington. 

THE VERY REV. MSGR. HOW
ARD J. CARROLL, General 
Secretary of the National Cath
olic Welfare Conference. 

'THE VERY REV. THOMAS C. 
MULLIGAN, S.S., Rector of St. 
Patrick's Seminary, Menlo Park, 
San Francisco. 

MRS. THO MAS GARRISON, 
Golden, Colorado, President, Na
tional Council of Catholic Wom
en. 

Father Jodocy speaks from years 
of experience. He says there is still 
some g09d land available, but that 
there is also a flaw in most coloniza
tion. "My men got the auri sacra 
james (hunger for money) and some 

. are extending their farms on such a 
large scale that it may prove to be 
their undoing. One of my original 
Belgian colonists owns almost 600 
acres of land. He has cleared large 
tracts, has large herds of cattle and 
may be called wealthy if he can keep 
his boys home to till the soil. 

"Colonization should be for farms 
of a small size with intense cultiva
tion. The Belgian and French home 
life should be kept sacrosanct for a 
successful Catholic ,Rural farming 
center." 
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ROW OUT THE WHIP! 

WAS really Joe's fault. He had 
Kit that way. Nobody 

ever used a whip on Kit. But 
time that Ferdinand Krump had 

out of the haymow at thrash
time and broken his arm, Joe 
him to Doc Iddings. Of course, 

was in terrible pain, so 
hitched Kit to the run-about and 

off to Merrillvill~, two miles 
in double quick time. Ever 

that all you needed to do ,was 
. wiggle the whip in its holder and 

whose eyes seemed to have a 
of seeing behind her, would tear 

at top speed. 
The habit of having eyes in the 

of her head was Joe's fault, 
Kit was not really a fancy driv

horse, but she was intelligent, and 
was tricky, and could be trained; 
Joe knew how to train her. No

ever passed Kit on the road, 
Joe driving her. Did anybody 

to pass on the right, Kit went 
to the right of the road; did 

they try on the left, it was to the 
Kit went. 

. This particular time, Mary was 
driving Kit. She had gone to Lotta
ville to meet the ten o'clock from 
Valparaiso to get Miss Ferguson. 
Miss Ferguson gave music lessons to 
any number of girls in the neighbor
hood. She would come on the morn
ing train and go back ·on the "Dum
.my" at six on the Grand Trunk; her 
father was the conductor on that 
train. It was summer time, and there 
was a huge fly on Kit's poor back. 
~ary meant no harm; she wanted, 
~n fact, to be especially kind. Hence, 
Just before they got to Woods' cor
n~r, Mary thought to disturb the fly 
WIth the whip. Kit had no way of 
knowing that was what she wanted, -

I think that "ruralizing" the 
Catholic Church in America may 
mean the salvation oj our Faith in 
this country. 

KENYON L. REYNOLDS 

but with her good lateral vision saw 
the whip being wielded over her back. 
With a lurch, Kit bent her head, took 
the bit in her teeth and dashed off, 
taking the buggy, with Mary and 
Miss Ferguson, around the corner on 
two wheels. "Throw out the whip!" 
shouted Sam Woods, from his front 
yard, and Mary threw it out. But 
Dan Patch had· nothing on Kit, for 

all his record as a pacer at one min
ute, fifty-six and a half seconds: as' 
she streaked past the Hoffmann place, 
thundered over the bridge and on 
down the road. It is only a mile 
from the Woods place to the drive
way; but, believe it or not, Mary 
had gotten the 'frightened Kit under 
control within that short space so 
that they turned in on all four wheels, 
minus the whip, but with both girls 
still in possession of their hats, and 
the rig in one piece. . 

Mary loved horses. She could ride 
or drive anything she could harness, 
and she could harness anything that 
had ever been broken, regardless of 
how frisky and "high strung," as they 
say of horses, and once in a while of 
people. Mary was the first girl after 
five brothers in that family, and don't 
think for a moment that those boys 
did not take her right into their inner 
circle and teach her all the things a 
boy can do. She soon outstripped 
her teachers; she could run faster 
than any boy her own age and size 
and a good many over her age and 
size-and did. She could climb trees . ' dnve horses, harness and unharness 

. hitch and unhitch them, ride the~ 
bareback or saddled, milk cows, saw 

AND HOME: : DECEMBER 1944 

and hammer and drive a nail with the 
best of them-and loved it. 

But she was .just as adept in the 
gentler arts of the household. She 
could prepare a meal, embroider a 
luncheon set, play the piano, wash and 
iron with the efficiency of the artist 
and loved it-some of it. ' 

She was bright, too, this Mary was. 
The time the eighth graders took the 
county examinations, the Hoffmanns 
came running across their pasture 
and Dr. Iddings drove his horse just 
that much faster, and all the neigh
bors, who had heard the word by the 
grapevine, rushed over to tell her 
folks that Mary had passed with the 
highest grade in the county. And the 
whole neighborhood put a figurative 
thumb under its respective suspenders 
and said: "She's 'from our township 
h . I" B ' s e IS. ut it never affected Mary 

much; she remained the same un
spoiled, level-headed youngster as be
fore. 

She was attractive and charming, 
too. The boys would have told you 
,that; and because she seemed so un
i:opscious of ~t, she was jus~ that much 
l4I6re charmmg. The mIsery of it, 
however-to the boys, at least-was 
t~at she did not peem ·to care espe
CIally for anyone of them. The Weh
ner boys, or the Koch's, or the Smith 
boys, Tony and John, or any of the 
Franz boys-it was all the same; she 
was grand to all of them; and just 
when they hoped she would decide 
among them, she up and went to the 
convent. But they had guessed she 
might do something like that. Mary 
had never been great for talking about 
her plans. She usually did things first 

and then let others talk about them 
if they would; but not many people 
knew of her schemes in advance. 

In the convent she was trained to 
be a. teacher; and eventually she was 
sent out to teach. Whether she re
membered the advice given by Sam 
Woods, or whether she used her own 

. natural tact, whenever she had a pupil 
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who threatened to take the bit in his 
teeth, she was always sure to throw 
out the whip and use other means of 
persuasion', with the result that, be
fore they turned into the home drive
way, she had the unruly chap under 
control. 

And now, they have made her the 
Reverend Mother Of some six thou
sand of her companion nuns; and she 

goes calmly forward, using' the same 
tactics she used with Kit in the threat
ened runaway. The folks back home 
would tell you that she is not any dif
ferent; that she has grown in the tend
encies she showed when she lived 
among them, but that otherwise, "she· 
was always like that," grown a little 
older on the calendar perhaps (not 
that it shows), but still the same girl 

with the same kindly attention t 
needs of each individual. 0 

And she seems to be ac(:onlJ)li~hi, 
wonders by her method. Ten 
in ten, she is working on the 
voiced by the Divine Master: 
bruised reed, he shall not break 
the smoking flax he shall not quench 
for she doesn't. ' 

TOMORROW'S / HOMEMAKERS·· TODAY 
Sister M. SfJmllel, OS.F. 

A YOUNG country school pastor 
rose to his feet at the National 

Catholic Rural Life School (July 
1943) and made a statement that 
touches the very heart of our back-to
the-farm movement. "My problem," 
he said, is: "How can I keep my 
GIRLS on the land! If THEY stay, 
I don't have to worry about anything 
else." 

It is a. well-known fact that the 
woman usually decides where the 
family will live. In the rural home 
the lady of the house is the dominant 

they train. It is a tremendous re-
. sponsibility; but it is also a challenge. 
It makes Ol)e eager to do s~mething 
practical about it here and now. The 
4H Club in the Catholic school is a 
potent agency in this regard; one 
that, if well-used, can go far in form
ing right attitudes among 'our' farm 
youth, both boys and girls. The 4H 
work provides a program which is rich 
in recreational, educational, and cul
tural features. It helps- our farm 

';J 

The children in my classroom had 
never before belonged to any kind of 

. club, so that the first part of my pro
gram 'consisted in teaching them cor
rect parliamentary procedure. There 
is something very invigorating to self
esteem about taking part in an orderly 
meeting, and the prospective club
members were tremendously enthusi
astic about this new thing that they 
were learning. 

(chord of harmony and success; the 
farm simply can't get along without 
her. So we want our girls to love the 
land; to freely choose life in the ' 
country in preference to living any"''''''"'' 

Toward the end of September we 
had our first 4H meeting. When the 
children discovered that this club was 
organized in order to learn how to 
work, they demurred. There was 
plenty of work at home, they thought. 
So we suppressed the unpopular angle 
for the time being, and brought the 
social aspect into prominence. Our 
club would have a Hallowe'en Party 
at the end of our second month's 
meeting. So they decided to give the 
thing a trial. We chose officers, gave 

. our club a name, selected our enter-

place else. 
Decisions as to a way of life do not 

come suddenly; they are the result 
of experiences made during the im
pressionable time of early youth. So 
we find ourselves facing the little 
country schools and telling them that 
they are highly accountable for the 
decisions .made by the young people 

Dear Msgr. Ligutti: 
May I tell you what a fine mag

azine·LAND AND HOME is becom
ing under your direction? The Sep
tember issue is certainly a magnifi
cent achievement. It has interest, 
readability, an enormous degree of 
variety and a contemporary alertness 
that makes it really outstanding. 
You are doing a great job with it and 
we all hope you will long continue. 

DANIEL A. LORD, S. J. 
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folks to get a deeper appreciation o~ 
the soil and its products, and teaches 
them to adjust themselves for future 
development concerned with the land. 
It can also be permeated with the 
Catholic philosophy of rural life 
which completes the picture of a well
rounded program in' our Catholic 
schools. 

Because I am so convinced of the 
possibilities of this organization for 
our Catholic children in the country, 
I decided to start each unit in my 
classroom last year. I immediately 
got in contact with both the home 
demonstration and a g ric u I t u r a 1 
agents, and their, courtesy, coopera
tion, encouragement, and genuine 
helpfulness made our venture a most 
satisfying experience both for the 
pupils and for me. 

tainment, refreshment, and decoration 
committees all according to true or
thodox parliamentary principles. 
Country children need social affairs 
and they rejoiced at the prospect of 
a real party during school time. That 
evening after the last noisy boy had 
left the school, I sat down at my desk 
with a sigh of satisfaction. We were 
one step nearer to what I wanted
a vigorous, thriving, 100 per cent en
rollment, 4H Club. 

By the time our next meeting fell 
due with its much-prepared-for, iong
anticipated Hallowe'en party as a 
special feature, the children were in a 
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mind to talk business. We 
the possible list of proj

which we might work. They 
us in ali the strangeness 

~--":--' ••• : clothing, food pres
home improvement" handi

, colt, pig, beef, poultry, 
etc. Since we were beginners 

club work, we wished to work 
which could be started 

and completed by June. We 
that the clothing and handi

would fit in admirably 
plan. So clothing and 

it was. 
it was time to sign up. No 
in any way forced or coaxed 

the club; they knew it was an 
optional affair. They knew, 
once they joined, they must 
the five articles required of 

We weren't going to have our ' 
rating lowered by people who 

things and then didn't have 
, stick-to-itiveness to finish. 

of the pupils 'signed up im-
nediateJlv; others sat in their seats 

thought it over. They were 
they were getting themselves_ 

' ____ 1 __ •• -' However, this party was a 
tangible thing of the present, 
anticipation of similar good 
in the future available to club 

menlloe:rs only, weighed heavily in the 
By the end of the meeting 

eligible member had signed up, 
the party was on. We had a 

,',,,, .• ,_.,-- time and everyone went home 
, tired, but happy. 

There was plenty of excitement in 
.our room the day the package of 
material came from the agricultural 
agent. Each.4H member received 
a record book for his particular 
project, and a manual also which 

gave an abundance of suggestions, in- f 

teresting illustrations, and valuable 
information concerning the work that 
he was to do. The secretary received 
a special book in which to write the 
minutes of the meeting and to keep a 
general record of the activities of the 
club. A' duplicate copy was expected 
at the county seat each month shortly 
after the meeting. The children sud'
denly began to feel very important; 
they were a part of the world at large. 

It was when I started actual work 
with the girls on their clothing proj
ect, that I began to realize that this 
4H club was going to fill a definite 
need of. our young~ ladies from the 
farm. I was greatly surp'rised to find 
youngsters of their age so little ac
quainted with some of the most ordi
nary techniques of sewing. Our first 
article, though simple, was one that 
had an appeal;' the making of a scarf 
Qr "fringy" for their own personal 
use. Excitement ran 11igh as they de
liberated on the choice 'of cloth l\nd 
trimming. Incidentally they learned, 
what colors they could best wear, 
One dark girl, who invariably chose 
blues and greens in preference to all 
others, was directed in making a wiser 
choice and told why. When the 
materials were finally selected, they 
brought them to school and we pro
ceeded to the next step, hemming. 
Awkward, unaccustomed fingers la
bored at the arduous task of basting. 
All the girls were so eager to do it just 
right, that I' greatly admired their 
patience and perseverence. Over and 
over they did the work until they 
were satisfied with the results. 

Eventually we reached the ma
, chine-stage. To most of the girls, 
work on a sewing machine was not a 
new experience,but to two of this 
class, it was. One of these girls had 
always worked outside on the farm 
while her older sister helped with the 
housekeeping. The other girl came 
from a home where the mother her
self could not sew. I was mnazed to 
,discover that there could be such a 
thing as a farm woman having all her 
sewing done. The idea clashed with 
my concept of rural economy. Over 
to the Sisters' house I took these 
neglected young ladies and initiated 
them into the fascinating art of 
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machine sewIng. They were thrilled; 
they hadn't dreamed it could be such 
fun. When the girls had finally 
reached the stage where they were 
actually able to stitch their much
basted hems, they were fairly walking 
on air with the joy of it all. After 

many days the completed articles of 
the first part of our clothing project 
began to come in, and the satisfaction 
and enthusiasm of these youngsters in 
their work was wholesome and good 
to see. 

By the time we were ready to start 
.,our second article, the mothers of the 
'Pfrish were interested in our, 4H 
...work. One lady offered to come up 
to the school in order to help teach 
the girls how to, sew. I gladly ac
cepted her offer, for cooperation of 
this kind is invaluable. 

On our next garment, an apron, 
the girls were quite venturesome and 
surprisingly successful. Our third 
article was a stuffed animal made 
from brightly colored' cloth. The 
boys brought sawdust from the lum
ber yard for filling purposes, and took 
such a keen interest in what the girls 
were doing that it became most amus
ing. Toward the end of the year, 
after sewing bags and skirts had been 
made, the members of this clothing 
project decided to make a garment 
for one of the younger members of 
their family. It was a happy decision, 
and these little clothes threatened to 
run off with all the attention at the 
exhibit we were planning. ' 

I had been surprised to find farm 
girls with so meager a knowledge of 
sewing, but when I began work WIth 
my boys, I was frankly shocked. 
Practically none of them, I dis
covered, could make or repair little 
things around the farm with any de-
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gree of success. I had hardly expect
ed that to be true of country boys. 
Work of this sort is such an obvious 
necessity that I had, erroneously 
enough, thought that fann boys ob
tained such knowledge intuitively. 
However, given any kind of encour
agement, boys learn to love the sound 
of a hammer and saw, and they fairly 
revel in the smell of fresh varnish and 
paint; it is their natural element. 

My boys were no exception. Our 
first handicraft work was a coping
saw project, door stops and tooth
brush holders. One of the fifth grade 
boys, whose scholastic work had al
ways been a nightmare to all con
cerned, proved, to the complete sur
prise of everyone including himself, 
to be extraordinarily clever in handi
craft work. He loved it and took no 
end of pains. We were thrilled to see 
how' his ego and general morale were 
bolstered up at the open admiration 
of the school for his really 'beautiful 
work. 

Competition took fire after that. 
The older boys of ' the room weren't 
going to have any fifth grader outdo
ing them in the manly arts, and they 
sailed into the coping-saw business 

with a vengeance. Noons, recesses, 
and after school, groups of boys would 
be found sawing, sand-papering, or 
painting. It was a bit nerve-wrack
ing, of course, but so much enthu
siasm more than made compensation. 
Wall and lawn decorations blossomed 
out in varying degrees of perfection. 
Then followed milk stools, swing 
boards, bird houses, nail and hammer 
boxes, necktie racks, broom holders, 
flower boxes, bread boards, ·and baby 
chick feed trough. Best of all, the 
boys began to get orders for some of 
their work. . The prospect of actually 
getting paid for what they were learn
ing to do in the 4H work was the 
final argument in its favor. From 
that time on, the boys no longer said, 
"Are you coming back next year; 
Sister?" but, "In case you don't come 
back, could we still have a 4H club?" , 

At the close of the year's work, we 
put up an exhibit for the parish. 
When. we had everything together, 
we found that it made a really splen
did display. The chIldren, of course, 
were tremendously proud of their 
work. So were their parents. JSo, too, 
was their teacher. We coul1fboast of 
a 100 per cent volunteer enrollment, 

PRAYER AT CHRISTMASTIME* 
Grace Noll Crowell 

Look down. dear Lord. upon these homes tonight. 
These little frosted roofs where starlight shines; 
These sheltering barns and cribs that hold the light 
Of silver dust. these groves of star-tipped pines. 

Christmas is in the air like some bright dream. 
Down road and lane the houses all are dressed 
With tree and garland and soft candle gleam
Lord. may they still continue to be blessed. . 

Children are here. thank God thoilt they are here. 
With eager eyes and quick out-giving hands. 
There are so many children knowing fear 
And hunger in the far-off other lands. 

God. from this land of plenty help us give 
Good gifts to Thee. and open up the way 
For us to share our food that they may live. 
We have been blessed so greatly. Lord. we pray 
Look down tonight. not on these homes alone. 
But on all homes of earth. lest in dismay 
Mankind may lose a faith they long have known. 
And groping through this darkness. lose their way. 

*Reprinted by permissio!, of Successful Farming. 

and since every member had 
pleted the five articles 
also had a 100 per cent 
achievement. We felt that we 
a just reason to be proud. The 
demonstration agent came' out to 
our exhibit and brought us an 
can and a 4H flag in recognition 
our work. Each member had 
earned an achievement 

. which our pastor presented to the club 
in church at the closing of the gradu
ation ceremony. 

There are two reasons why many 
teachers hesitate to organize a 4H 
club in their schools. One reason is 
because they feel that it will take too 
mUGh school time; the other, because 
it will be taking up a burden when 
they feel that they are being over
taxed in the small rural schools the 
way it is now. I admit that a 4H 
club is plenty of work, but I feel that 
it is almost a duty. As for school 
time, the club does not necessarily 
need to take much of that, although 
the results would easily justify the 
expenditure. We devoted the greater 
part of one afternoon a month to our 

. club meetings. Outside of using some 
of our art periods, all work was done 
during free time at school or in their 
homes in the evening. 

At the close of the year's work, the 
club members filled in the last page 
of their record books with a story of 
their project. One of the questions in 
the girls' report was: What are your 
plans for the future? Without ex
ception, every girl in the club wrote: 
I WANT TO BE A FARMER'S 
WIFE! If the 4H club can help to 
develop an attitude like that, the 
worries of the country pastor will be 
over. 
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ORK FOR GRANDPOP 

I. JOE and grandfather are 
making the headlines these 
The soldiers are doing it at 

,battle front and the old men are 
their part in the war effort 

the home front. The manpower 
has called elderly men in 

sixties, seventies, and even 
eighties back to work. They are 
working in war industries, in shops, 
and out in the fields. Retired teach
ers doctors, and other professional , ., 

men have found that their services 
in great demand. They, on their 

part, have definitely demonstrated 
that elderly men are still capable of 
doing fine work. 

Before the war, when a man re
tired from his work, he was consid
ered through. He was expected to sit 
and watch the rest of the world go by. 
If he had enough money he might 
travel for awhile but he would soon 
get tired of traveling. Some of these 
typical "has-beens" were gathered 
around stoves in the general stores of 
small towns from Maine to California. 
The cities had them, too. They could 
be seen in clubrooms, in front of the 
public library, and sitting on benches 
in the city parks. 

As the war nears a close, employers 
will begin to layoff men in prepara
tion for the reduced production and to 
make way for the newly-returned vet-

I remember going after the cattle 
one mOrning when the ground was 
white with new snow. Every blade of 
grass, every twig, every wire of the 
fence wore a coat of frost that spar

,kIed until my eyes hurt. The cattle 
liked to browse around in the thick 
WOOds, bnt at the crunch of snow un
der my feet, a hundred coal-black 
heads were lifted and a hundred 
smooth, black Angns hides made a 
pictnre so beantifnI that it was etched 
on my memory. 

R. E. Hodgson 

-

erans. Naturally the first to go will 
be the elderly men who are filling in 
during the emergency. 

Will these old men once more take 
their seats by the stove and reminisce 
about days gone by, or will they in
stead continue to live for the present 
and future as they have been doing 
during the war? The answer depends 
largely upon them. A sizable major
ity of them will have enough savings 
which, in addition to their Social Se
curity or other pensions, will enable 
them to live quite comfortably. Even 
those who do not have savings and 
are not entitled to a very large Social 

Security check will yet receive enough 
government assistance t6 make a liv
ing. 

These elderly men will thus be pro
vided for so that they will be able to 
live, but what will there be in life for 
them? During the war they had a 
purpose in life. They were actively 
aiding their government win the war. 
They were justly proud of their la
bors. After the war they will be put 
aside like obsolete freighters to gather 
rust and barnacles unless they them
selves do something about it. 

Walking along the countryside is a 
fine exercise, but it cannot be com~ 
pared to actually working outdoors. 
What grandfather needs is a garden, 
filled with living, growing vegetables 
and flowers. He needs some animals, 
too: chickens, a cow, possibly a horse 
and some pigs. These will fill him 
with the spirit of youth and a zest for 
living. It is an exercise which can 
very easily be adapted to a man's 
capabilities. If he is capable of 
handling a large garden and taking 
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ca,re of a number of animals, it will 
not take much extra investment to do 
so. On the other h~nd, if his health 
is failing, a small garden plot may be 
planted and perhaps a few chickens 
cared for. Either arrangement will 
give him his purpose in life and the 
outdoor exercise which an old man 
needs to keep himself vigorous and 
alive. 

This small-range farming will prove 
more than just a hobby for grand
father. Besides providing enough food 
for him and for grandmother; if she 
is alive, it can also be an additional 
source of income. Extra produce may 
be taken into the fanners' market in 
a nearby town or city. 

Grandmother will love this kind of 
life. It will give her real pleasure to 
putter around, canning vegetables and 
fruits, and working with her husband 
out in the garden. She will be ex
tremely thankful that she has a home 
of her own and that she does not have 
to live with any of her married chil
dren. Once or twice a year, at Thanks-

' .. giving or Christmas, she can gather 
tile whole family for an old-fashioned 

"family reunion. Nothing could give 
her more pleasure than this. 

Sometimes, when grandfather gets 
along in years, he gets a little child
ish. Young people are often bored 
and impatient with the old man's 
monotonous and irrelevant conversa
tion. They make excuses to get away, 
and breathing a sigh of relid they go 
off to join. those . of their own age. 
Sometimes an old man begins talking 
to himself. He will not find a very 
sympathetic audience there, either, 
but he will find one in his animals. 
His dog, cow, horse, or even chickens 
will give an appreciative and attentive 
interest. They. never become bored 
with his talk. 

Life can begin at sixty, and at sev
enty, and at eighty, too, if the man 
so desires. The war has proved that 
grandfather is not useless. Let us en
courage him to keep up with this life 
of activity by engaging in that an
cient and very honorable profession· of 
home-fanning. Such a life will give 
activity and happiness to the older 
generation and be a source of never
ending admiration and inspiration for 
the younger. . 
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OTHER LANDS' 

CQtl/fJ/ic S ucceSSfJrs tfJ /(fJcl/dQ/e 
~e4~ dlLan.Q.fj-Q.n 

C O-OPERATIVE societies prop
erly developed have an impor

tant part to play in achieving social 
justice. Every Co-operative is the 
seed- of a new economic order. Al
ready some of these seeds have grown 
into tough little plants and some are 
just throwing out their roots, but 
every co-operative is a sign that the 
old economic order is being rejected. 

Here, in Britain, Co-operation is 
more mature than in any other coun
try. It is rather taken for granted. 
Its material semblance with 'other 
forms of industry is apt to d.elude 
people that it is the same funda
mentally in purpose as other indus
tries. In countries in which Co-oper
ation is still in its infancy, it is per
haps better understood. And, indeed, 
Co-operation is primarily an appeal 
to reason and good sense. For that 
reason Catholics in Canada and the 
United States are launching co-oper
ative enterprises with preliminary 
courses of study. 

There are Catholics who approve 
whoieheartedly of Co-operation being 
applied to agriculture, but who have 
ignored the form of Co-operation best 
known in this country. 

While I am perfectly willing to ad
mit the importance of agriculture, I 
do not see in mass production, the 
applicatidn of power to industry, the 
growth of cities and towns, something 
which is evil. Furthermore I am in-

, elined to think that the arguments of 
some Catholics, if logically developed, 
would lead to ultra-Liberalism, which 
was fought as resolutely by the 

,R •• 

Church in the last century as Com
munism in the present. 

Co-operation, however, is not just a 
,theory, one of many which are being 
put forward for the solution of the 
social question at the present time. It 
has very substantial achievements to 
its credit. It is a success within the 
field which it covers. 

So far as Catholics are concerned, 
the recent Joint Pastoral of the Eng
lish Bishops must be regarded as the 
key plan for a new social order. Let 

Dear Msgr. 

Many Catholics are play
ing a leading P!irt in .the 
Movement here. There,is ilt 
least one on every natioltill 
cooperative organization. 
You will be glad to know 
that the president of the 
Rochdale Society today is a 
Catholic and a member of 
the Knights of St. Columba. 

Desmond Flanagan 

us put the work of co-operatives in 
this country alongside that plan. 

The first four points of the Pastoral 
deal with different aspects of the liv
ing wage for workers. The British Co
operative Movement employs nearly 
360,000 workers. The'vast majority 
of these are engaged in the distribu
tive trades, which for years have 
been notorious for sweating workers 
and underpaying them. These gen
eral conditions have not prevented 
co-operatives ,from paying substantial 
wages to their workers. Hundreds of 
co-operative societies have made it a 
condition of service that their workers 
belong t9 trade unions. Societies in 
town, city, and rural areas a,re covered 
by negotiated wage agreements. ' 

Since the war, Joint Industrial 
Counciis for the distributive trades 

have been established, in which 
tain employers agree to 
wages for their workers. The 
operative agreements are higher 
almost every case than the rates 
down in such agreements. 
minimum Trade Board rates are 
operation binding' on all employers 
co-operative societies have separa~ 
agreements with the unions paying a 
plussage on these minimum rates .. 
This applies in the milk trade, and in 
this particular trade the Co-operatives 
are doing nearly a third of the entire 
trade of the country. 

But this is not the sum total of the 
Co-operative Movement's observance 
of fair conditions of employment. 
207,000 co-operative shop workers 

'are covered by pensions to which so
cieties. contribute. They are allowed 
holidays with pay and paid during 
sickness. Co-operative workers enjoy 
security of tenure in their jobs. 

Like other members of the societies, 
~orkers can participate in general 
meetings, and are elected to boards . 
of management. If societies observed 
the same standards for their workers 
as some of the private traders, multi
ples and departmental stores, no 
doubt they could sell a great deal 
cheaper than at present. Catholic 
workers should remember that. 

The Pastoral refers also to cut
throat competition which leads to low 
prices and sweated labour, and c~lls 
for co-ordination of each trade or m
dustry within itself. . The high wage 
standard has required the co-opera
tives to be cautious in planning their 
business. 

Each society has its own territo~ 
to cover, and there is machinery .m 
existence for settling boundary dIS
putes. Neighbouring societies are not 
rivals, and share their business ex-
periences regularly. . . 

They are all united in an admlIDs
trative organization-the Co-op,:ra
tive Union-and a trading orgam~a
tion-the C. W. S. [Co-operatI~e 
Wholesale Society.] By pooling the!r 
trade they are able to achieve bIg 
economies, but not at the expense of 
their workers. 

The Joint Pastoral in another pa.s
l't In sage refers to enormous inequa I Y 

the distribution of wealth. Well, the 
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help to alter that state 

affairs. What could pass as profits 
capital in private enterprise is 

by co-operative members, not 
' __ ft~n,~ti.", to their capital in socie-

but in proportion to their pur
This is known as co-operative 

"Vll~"U'''', a unique feature of the co
system. 

The payment increases the real 
of members of the society. Al

maximum prices are imposed 
nearly all foodstuffs and many 

commodities today, co-opera
still pay dividend, which should 

be ample proof that dividend is a real 
saving. 

Whilst the Movement operates 25,-
000 shops, numerous factories, over
seas plantations, etc.; has a total 
share of capital of £165,000,000; 
handles about one-fourth of trade in 
essential food-no co-operator owns 
more than :£200 share of capital. The 
interest on .such capital is restricted 
to low rates bacause the Movement is 
intended to be organized for service 
to consumers. 

Such capital is easily available as 
the workers who are members need it. 
There is no speculation in co-oper
ative shares. Funds are invested 
either in plant and machinery for es
~ential industries, with proper allow
ances for depreciation, or in Govern
ment securities. 

The Joint Pastoral also favours the 
control of prices and profits. This 

r has been done by the Government, 
but it was strong pressure from the 
Co-operative Movement which made 
the Government, which was inclined 
to waver, act promptly. Co-oper
atives insisted, despite hostility from 

certain sections of the Press, that 
prices should be controlled at ,every 
stage from producer or importer to 
consumer. The Movement was able 
to press its case effectively because 
(1) it knew the "ins and outs" of the 
trade; (2) it represented the voice of 
consumers throughout the country
nine millions of, them; (3) it had 
propaganda machinery in operation in 
Parliament, and through its Press to 
insist on strong action. All along the 
line the Movement has' more or less 
spurred the Ministry of Food in this 
direction. So that the words of the 
Pastoral letter are in fact a tribute to 
the Co-operative Movement. 

In normal times, when supplies are 
more abundant, the co-operatives can 
exercise control over prices of essen
tial commodities, and they do. In 
this respect they play a part in 
tackling the economic factors which 
cause malnutrition. This had been 
~dmitted in several :r.eag~e of Nations 
reports. 

Not only does the co-operative' 
organize people as consumers, if also 
organizes them as owners and as 
workers. The reference to consumers 
and owners is obvious, but the refer
ence to w.orkers is less obvious, al
though just as important. 

The whole co-operative system is 
based . on democratic control (one 
man, one vote, irrespective of the 
amount of capital held or trade done). 
However, unless members exercise 
their rights in societies and educate 
themselves as to the purpose, methods 
and' possibilities of Co-operation, they 
are not fulfilling their duties as co
operators, and they are exposing their 
societies to grave dangers. 

As to the future. No Movement 
is so self-critical as the co-operative. 
At the present time many schemes for 
reorganization are being considered. 
While the Movement has great 
achievements to its credit, there are 
great tasks before, it, and defects to 
be overcome. . 

If the Movement .is to succeed, it 
requires many more active workers in 
societies and in its guilds, Catholic 
and non-Catholic alike. There is no 
better place to study elementary eco
nomics than in a co-operative meeting. 

LAN DAN D HOM E :, : DEC E M B E R 1 9 4 4 

Study alone will not mend.the world: 
action is required, and the co-oper
ative society in one's own area gives 
an excellent opportunity to do things 
to bring about a better world. 

I appeal specially to young people 
to waken up to the importance of the 
co-operatives. It is all very well to 
think of national and international 
trade, but it is the loaf, the pound of 
sugar, and the quarter of butter which 
go to make national and international 
trade. Ind~ed" the co-operatives 
tackle the economic problem from the 
individual consumers and build up
wards; and it will only be by each in
dividual playing his own little part in 
altering the state of society that the 
great changes we all want can be 
brought about. ' 

I want to see the Co "operative 
Movement holding fast to its own 
ideals and principles, and not be side
tracked into compromises with other 
social theories. Co-operative princi
ples have yielded far more fruit. 

I believe that a great deal more of 
"tI.le. money and time which is being 

, ~pent on co-operative education in 
this country should be utilized for ~ 
giving people instluction in Co-opera
tion in all its aspects, rather than on 
other social subjects. 

The Catholic Social Guild ought to 
get in touch. with the Co-operative 
Education authorities and map out a 
program~e of co-operative studies. 
I think that the Sword of the Spirit 
should have a committee to deal with 
the co-operatives, just as they have 
for the study of other social move
ments. 

In other countries a great deal has 
been done by the co-operatives to 
house the people. A national co
operative should be established here 
without delay, to solve the housing 
problem, in the traditional spirit of 
Co-operation getting people to do 
things for themselves. 

THE CATHOLIC WORKER 

N orwick, England 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

The family tree census has replaced 
the usual parish census in st. Mary's 
Parish, Eugene, Oregon, where the 
Rev. Francis P. Leipzig is pastor. In
stead of consideration being given 
only to parents and children-or, in 
other words, to two generations-the 
family tree census covers in one cen
sus compilation three and possibly 
more generations of the same family. 
In most instances the data necessary 
to complete a religious census cover
ing more than three generations is 
hard to get. Yet the more extensive 
such a census becomes, the more 
clearly does it point out certain perti
nent facts-how quickly hundreds can 
either be won or lost to the faith. 

Rural Parish Schools in Cuba re
ceived special attention at the second 
annual convention of the Confedera
tion of Catholic Schools, held at the 
school of the Marist Brothers in Ha
vana. The Confederation affiliates 105 
Catholic secondary schools in Cuba 
giving a total of 24,693 pupils and 
1,136 teachers. Among the topics dis
cussed at the convention were cate
chistical instruction, Catholic educa
tion, marriage instruction, summer re
ligious vacation schools and school 
hygiene. 

A good living on 20 acres from fruit 
and poultry, with time for reading and 
recreation, are achievements of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Mess of Berrien Coun
ty, Michigan. With 24 years of suc
cessful experience behind them, and 
one of the neatest farm homes, Mr. 
and Mrs. Mess have shown what two 
persons can do on a small farm. 
Starting with a mortgage, they have 
licked their problems as they came 
along. Today no space goes to waste. 
Ten acres are in bearing peach, apple, 
cherry and pear trees and grapevines. 
The hen houses are hidden among the 
apple and pear trees. The chicken 
project was built gradually, starting 
with 50 hens. 

They built their chicken houses to
gether, John sawing the boards and 
Leda (Mrs. Mess) driving the nails. 
They spray their own orchard, do all 
their own work. They have outside 
interests too. Books on foreign travel, 
an occasional airplane trip, card 
games-are some of the things which 
they enjoy.-George Thiem, The Chi
cago Daily New8. 

Improved type one-man corn pick
ers are in production at the National 
Farm Machinery Cooperative plan, 
Shelbyville, Indiana. The machine is 
designed to save labor and aid agri
cultural production in the manpower 
shortage. Light enough in weight to 
save considerable money and tractor 
fuel consumption, the machine weighs 
approximately 1,750 pounds. 

Servicemen will find the welcome 
mat rolled out when they return to 
their homes in Shuman Township, 
Sargent County, N. D. Plans have 

. been ~ompleted for aiding all veterans 
who desire to set up farm homes. 

Only two of Shuman's servicemen 
have farms waiting for them when 
they return; II? others have indicated 
they want to get on the soil as soon 
as possible. Committees of farmers 
were organi:z;ed to aid those 16, poten
tial farms located, arrangements made 
for bUildings, financing, etc. 

Taking their cue from Shuman, 38 
other county units have been or-gan
ized for similar work and soon every 
county in the state will have commit
tees to aid veterans who want to farm. 
The idea is to avoid the pitfalls which 
befell World War I veterans. 

Progress Guide, Pontiac Build
~ng, Chicago 5, llIinois, is spon
soring a series of contests in the 
field of Consumer Cooperation. 
Write for details. 

'. 

A Pre-Publication announcement has 
been made by the' Bruce Publishing 
Company of a book on eooptratives 
written by a group of Catmftics who 
have made significant contributions to 

. the cooperative movement. The book, 
entitled Working Together for Free
dom, is edited by Father Leo R. Ward, 
C.S.C. 

In This Issue: 
Rev. Martin Schirber, O.S.B., Dean, 

st. John's University, Collegeville, 
Minnesota, and Director of Rural Life 
Schools, NCRLC, knows cooperatives 
in this country and others. He writes 
with authority on a timely and vital 
problem. 

Father Stephen A. Leven, of Okla
homa, is well known to Conference 
members and readers 'for his out
standing missionary work in rural 
districts. 

A colorful visitor at the Annual 
Convention of the NCRLC, Cincin
nati, Ohio, 1\lr. Will Lissner, gives his 
impressions. From New York City 
he edits The American Journal Of 
Economic8 and Sociology and writes 
feature stories for The New York 
Time8. 

An ardent agrarian and member of 
the faculty, Oklahoma A. & M. Col
lege" Otis Durant Duncan gives us 
facts and thought-provoking theory. 

Former Chairman of Rural Educa
tion Committee, Archdiocese of Mil-

The School of Philosophy of 
Catholic University of America 
fering a course under the Rev 
liam J. McDonald, Ph.D., on Th~ 
l080phy of Agrarianism and. 
nomic8. The outline includes the 
importance of land values and 
life in ancient, modern, and 
rary thought; the Christian 
as formulated by the great 
philosophers and applied 
Papal arid official prC)llC)UD.celnellt-;: 
the conservation of natural re~lOUlrCE~~' 
commercial farming and the 
mechanization; comparison of 
lasti? with ?onte~orary theory 
cernmg ~anty 'prICes, CO-operatives 
e~c.; relatIOn of .the land to such ques: 
bons as populatIOn and taxation· eVal
uation of the agrarian decentralist 
movement; virtues fostered by the 
rural way of life; role of education 
State, and Church in farm secUrity 
and rehabilitation. 

Members of St. Mary's Grade and 
Marietta High. Schools, Bellwood, Ne
braska, won many awards in the 
Butler County Fair, August 28 to 30. 
Joe J. Kopecky, 17, was outstanding 
with his showing of Hampshire hogs. 
Joe is a member of the Valley View 
4-H club.. Other members of this club 
also won various awards. 

A harvest show in midtown New 
York was attended by City and gov
ernII).ent offiCials, office workers and 
terrace gardeners. An estimated 450,-
000 amateur gardeners throughout 
the five boroughs grew and canned 
everything from parsley to huge egg
plants grown in pots. There were 284 
entries ranging from pumpkins to 
canned kumquats. 

waukee, now Principal of Assump
tion School, Granger, Iowa, speaker 
and writer, Sister M. Samuel, O.S.F., 
has proved the possibilities of Chris
tianized 4-H Club work. 

Mrs. Amelia McElwaine, country 
parishioner, shows once more what 
they do in the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis through their Rural Life Con-
ference. . 

Dr. Thomas J. Arceneaux is Dean 
of the Agricultural School, South
western Louisiana Institute, Lafay-
ette, Louisiana. . 

In his final year of theology, the 
Rev. Mr. Howard Lavelle is very ablr 
editing The Harve8ter, official pubh
'cation of st. Edward's Seminary. He 
is also a member of the st. Edward's 
RUral Life Study Club. 

M. C. Paul, author of BOY8 Will Be 
Men, teacher of teachers as well as 
teacher of boys and girls, makes the 
vivid memories of her girlhood as real 
to her readers as they are to her. 
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WIFE 
de Leon. Department of 
Language, Texas State 

for Women, Denton, Texas, 
$2.50. 
marry a farmer," is the ad-

by the Peripatetic Secre
National Catholic Rural 

We thought we 
but dear Friar Luis 
a whole book on the 

1583 and it was translated 
Felicia of the Order of st. 
is a commentary upon The 

The Perfect Wife, 
of a Farmer. 
are three kinds of life into 

be divided and to which 
the lives of all those who 

They till the soil;. or 
themselves by some 

some tralle; or they. rent 
estates to others, and live 

on the incomes derived from 

were we asked which of these 
of life is the most per
worthiest, we should an

farming is the time-honored 
life, and that the other two 
only in so far as they ap-

first and resemble it, but 
to the same degree as 
from it." 
Holy Spirit selected the 

manner of life, and 
a picture of the per

and set her, so to speak, 
the eyes of all women, of the 

as well as of other stations, for 
imitate: for women of the same 
to copy in every particular; for 

of other stations to approach 
to the utmost of their 

book ought to be read to High 
pupils and to College students. 

of The Perfect Wife should 
walls of schools and uni
Songs should be written 

of her. Yes, girls-prepare 
real career-that of The Val-

Woman. . 
L. G. L. 

FUTURE POPULATION OF 
AND THE SOVIET 

POPULATION PRO-
1940-1970 
otestein and Others: Of

of Population Research, Prince
New Jersey. 294 pages. Cloth, 

paper, $2.75. 
Europe declines, Russia 

but one of the many factual 
statements found in this 
group of real scholars is re
for the scientific treatment 

trends presented in a 
oh·i"~,+h.~ fashion. 
urge Catholic leaders to study 

seriously in all its aspects. 
have Catholic population ex-

L. G. L. 

HERE COMES TOMORROW 
Eric Bender. Row, Peterson and Com

pany, Evanston, illinoiS, 1942. 64 
pages. 
There is no waste material. It is 

raw material out of which something 
good and useful can be made-a hat 
from milk, baby-food and screwdriver 
handles from soybeans. George Wash
ington Carver produced 300-odd use
ful things from peanuts, 120 from the 
sweet potato. Fennel can bring $180 
per acre and coriander $120. The au
thor tells us that 38,500,000 acres now 
idle could be used for the production 
of useful raw materials. Some other 
people tell us that we need less farm
ers. Who is right and who lacks both 
a scientific mind and imagination? 

L. G. L. 

PALESTINE, LAND OF PROMISE 
Walter Olay Lowdermilk. Harper & 

Brothers, New York, 1944. 229 
pages. $2.50. 
Written by a friend of the Confer

ence-a world traveler-a student of 
civilization and soils. • 

In this book we read' of a tragedy 
-man's ungrateful misuse of God',.s 
gift to man-"the good earth" in the 
Promised Land, in the Garden, of 
Eden, in Egypt's valleys, on the hill
sides where the Cedars of Lebanon 
grew stately and sacred. Memorize 
Dr. Lowdermilk's Eleventh Command-
ment. . 

L. G. L. 

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
AGRICULTURE IN THE AMERI

CAS. . 20 pp. illustrated monthly 
magazine. Office of Foreign Agricul
tural Relations, U. S. D. A., Washing
ton, D. C. Single copies 10c; 75c a 
year; $1.20 a year, foreign. 

AGRICULTURAL PRICES. 24 pp. 
Mimeographed. "Prices received and 
. paid by farmers and parity prices." 
Bureau of Agricultural EconomiCS, 
U. S. D. A., Washington, D. C. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AGRICUL
TURE. Mimeographed. Issued month
ly in five sections: A-Agricultural 
Economics and Rural Sociology; B
Agricultural Engineering; C-Ento
mology; D-Plant Science; E-For
estry. Limited to distribution for 
permanent filing. Copies may be bor
rowed and returned. Library, U. S. 
D. A., Washington, D. C. 

FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY, 
Food and Drug Administration, Wash
ington, D. C. Notices of judgment 
under the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act. 

FOREIGN AGRICULTURE. 20 pp. 
Monthly magazine. A Review of For
eign Farm Policy, Production and 
Trade. Office of Foreign Agricultural 
Relations. U. S. D. A. Single copies 
10c; 1 yr. $1.00; foreign, ,$1.60. ' 
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CLIP SHEET. Agricultural re
leasEls for publication. U. S. D. A. 

LAND POLICY REVIEW. 55 pp. 
Published quarterly by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, U. S. D. A. 
For sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Print
ing Office, Washington, D: C. Single 
copies 10c; 1 yr. 30c. 

OFFICE OF WAR INFORMA
TION, U. S. D. A. Weekly Summary 
of releases and reports. 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS MONTHLY CATA
LOG. Issued by the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. List of 
Government publications, including' 
those for free distribution. Single 
copy 20c; 1 year $2.00; $2.60, foreign. 

MiSCEllANEOUS 
BREAD AND' BUTTER. 4 pp. 

Weekly. Ceiling Prices, Ration Points, 
etc. Consumers Union, Inc., 17 Union 
Square We'st, New York. $1.00 a 
year. • 

CONSUMERS REPORTS - Facts 
you need before you buy. 30 pp. illus
trated. Monthly. Comparative rat
ings of products based on tests and 
examination. Consumers Union, Inc., 
N. Y. $3.00 a year. 

CONSUMERS' GUIDE. 16 pp. illus
trated. Monthly. New material and 
I?pecial buying advice. Consumers 
Union, Inc. With Consumers Reports 

, and BREAD AND BUTTER, all three, 
$f:00 a year. 

English 
THE CROSS AND THE PLOUGH. 

The Organ of the Catholic Land Asso
ciations of England and Wales. 16 pp. 
Quarterly. The Catholic Land Fed
eration of England and Wales, Wee
ford Cottage, Hill, Sutton Coldfield, 
England. One shilling a year. 

THE WEEKLY REVIEW. The 
Ohesterton-Belloc Distributist Review. 
A review of policies and events. The 
Weekly Review, Ltd., 21, Essex Street, 
London, W.C. 2, England. 1 year, 
1 pound 10 shillings. 
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RURAL SOCIOLOGY AND ECONOMICS 
THE AMERICAN .JOURNAL OF 

SOCIOLOGY. Bi-monthly. 100 pp. 
Organ of the Society of the same 
name. Published by the University 
of Chicago Press, 5750 EIlis Ave., 
Chicago, TIl. Single copies $1.00; 
1 yr. $5.00: 

.JOURNAL OF FARM ECONOM
ICS. 100 pp. Quarterly published by 
the American Farm Economics Asso
Ciation, Menasha, Wis. Single copies 
$1.25; 1 yr. $5.00. 

RURAL SOCIOLOGY. 130 pp. 
Quarterly. Official organ of the RUral 
Sociological Society. Published by 
the North Carolina State College of 
Agriculture and Engineering, Raleigh, 
N. C. Membership-Subscription $3.00 
a year., 

THE LAND. 125 pp. Quarterly. 
Devoted to conservation. Published 
by Friends of, the Land, 321 Union 
Trust Bldg., Washington, D. C. $2.00 
a year. ' 
, FREE AMERICA. 24 pp. Quar

terly. For decentralization. Pub
lished by Free America, Inc., 1121 
East 19th St., New York City. $1.00 
a year. 

Canadian 
COUNTRY LIFE IN BRITISH 

,COLUMBIA. 32 pp. Monthly. Offi
cial organ of nine women's and co
operative associations in British Co
lumbia. The Vernon News Limited, 
Vernon, B. C. $2.00 a year in the 
U. S. 

BOOKS 

I FARM PAPERS 

THE MISjlOURI FARMER. 16 pp: 
Twice a month. Devoted to the Mis
souri Farmez:s' Assn. in particular and 
the cooperative movement in general. 
Published by the Missouri Farmers' 
Assn., Inc., Columbia, Mo. $1.00 a 
year. 

FARM .JOURNAL AND FARM
ER'S WIFE. 96 pp. Monthly. Wheel
er McMillan, Editor. Farm .Journal, 
Inc;, Washington Square, Philadel
phia, Pa. 50c a year. 

SUCC,ESSFUL FARMING and the 
Dairy Farmer. 110 pp.Monthly. 
For farmers and their wives. E. T. 
Meredith, Founder. Meredith Pub
lishing Co., Des Moines, Iowa. $1.00 
a year. 

THE PACIFIC RURAL PRESS 
consolidated with the California 
Farmer. 40 pp. Bi-weekly. Pacific 

, Rural Press Co.,' San Francisco, Calif. 
60c a year. 

THE RURAL NEW-YORKER. A 
journal for the Suburban and Country 
Home. 32 pp. Established 1850. 
Rural Publishing Co., Inc., 333 West 
30th St., N. Y. 50c a year. 

WALLACES' FARMER AND 
IOWA 'HOMESTEAD. 32 pp. Bi
weekly. Henry A. Wallace, Editor 
(on leave of absence as Vice President 
of the United States). Wallaces' 
Farmer, 1912 Grand Ave .. Des MOines, 
Iowa. $1.00 for two years. ,J 

Books can be purchased from: Book Department, 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference, 3801 
Grand Avenue, Des Moines 12, Iowa. 

Author 

N.C.RL.C. 

N,C.R.L.C. 

N.C.R.L.C. 

AGAR 

BERGENGREN 

COWLING 

LECLERCQ-HANLEY 

LIGUTTI-RAWE I 

Title 

MANIFESTO ON RURAL LIFE 
The BIBLE of the Catholic Rural 
Life Movement. 

Price 

RURAL LIFE OBJECTIVES 1.00 
A series of Conventioh papers; very 
valuable; 

CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE SONGS .25 
Try them in your school. 

Land of the Free 3,50 
An exposition of, Jeffersonian agrarian-
ism. 

Credit Union North America 2.00 
It tells you what you want to know. 

Masters of Their Own Destiny 2,00 
Like the author, forceful and con-
vincing. 

Cooperation in America 
A good history on the subject. 

Marriage and the Family 
Nothing better on the family. 

Rural Roads to Security 
Economics and sociology combined. 

2.00 

4,50 

3.50 

, 
COOPERATIVES 

CONSUMERS' COOPE 
16 pp. Monthly. 
journal of the Consumers' 
Movement. The Cooperative 
of the U.S.A., 167 West 12th St 
York. $1.00 a year. ., 

COOPERATIVE DIGEST . 
Monthly. TIlustrated. The 
magazine of agricultural CO()PF'l'"f"" 
Roy H. Park, Editor, CO'DP€'raf:h,,, 
gest, Ag. Research ~'<UCULl'O::. 
N. Y. $2.00 a year. 

THE COOPERATIVE 
ER. 12 pp. Twice a 
lished by the Consumers COOP(~ra'th 
Association, North Kansas 
25c a year. 

THE OHIO COOPERATOR. 8 
Monthly. Published by the Ohio 
Bureau Cooperatives, 246 North 
Street,. Columbus, Ohio. 25c a 

THE MARITIME 
8 pp~ Twice a month. 
English in the interests 
cation, land, crafts and Cbirisltian 
operatives by the cooperatives 
unions and allied institutions' in 
Maritime Provinces, Canada. 
Maritime Cooperator, Antigonish, 
S., Canada. $1.25 a year in the U. 
$1.00 in Canada. 

ENSEMBLE (French). 
tive review, Canada. ,30 pp. 
Ensemble, Quebec, Canada. 
year. 

MARX Mechanization and Culture 
Are machines the devil of the 20th 
Century? ' 

2.00 STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 
3107 W. GALENA ST .. MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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