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THOLIC CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 

Under the Auspices of 

<J1t£ eailwJic e~ e~ 
To Celebrate 

co-sponsored by 

The Queen's Work 

and 

The National Catholic Rural Life Conference 

JA'J:HlIJ.du'RURAL COOPEI{ATIVE 
RALLY 

Participants: Most Rev. Joseph H. 
D.D., Bishop of Peoria; 
Edwin V. O'Hara,' D.D., 

of Kansas City; Most Rev. 
T. Bergan, D.D., Bishop of 

Mo$nes; 'Most Rev. Louis B., Ku
D.D., , Bishop of Lincoln; Rt. 

Msgr. L. G. Li~tti, Executive 
>tp"'rp.t.~Ll'V_ NCRLC; ReV. Leo R. Ward, 

Dame University; Rev. 
Hildner, V.F" Villa Ridge, 
Hubert Duren, Westphalia, 
Roy Bergengren, Manag

Db'ec1tor, Credit Union National 
-Inc.; Mr." Howard A. 

North Kansas 
Cooperative Association; Mr. 

Patton, National Farmers 
Miss Mary Dooling, Director 

The Queen's Work; 
Martin Salm, Chilton, Wis. 

Topics: Meaning of Cooperatives: 
To the Catholic Church. 2) To the 

States. 3) To the World and 
Peace; 4) To the Rural Family. 
the Women, and Youth of the 

Westphalia has proven what can 
be done by a community in a cooper
ative way. One of the 42;000· small 
towns and villages in the' United 
St~tes, through successive steps, its 
CitIZens have built a credit union, a 
consumers' Co-Op, and a farmers 
mutUal insurance association. 
Through their program of religion, 
education, recreation, commerce, and 
credit, they have made for them
-sel,:,e~ the complete life. They are, a 
strIking example Of American democ
racy in action. 

nlnformation and Reservations: Rev. 
Ubert Duren, Westphalia, Iowa. 

NOTRE DAME UNIVERSITY 
November 21 

Labor-Industry Cooperatives will 
be emphasized at 'a Rally Day spon
sored by the Uliiversity of Notre 
Dame, November 21. 

Leaders in the Cooperative Move
ment from the United States and 
Canada' will participate. The Most 
Reverend A. J. Muench, D.D~,' Bishop 
of Fargo, will talk on I'The Church 
and Cooperation." ~ 

From Oklahoma A. & M. College 
Dear Mrs. Biddison: ' 

Pleaseaccepi my thanks jor your 
letter of July I4, conveying Mon
signor Ligutti's message relative to 
the Conference held on our campus 
in June. To me, the most stimulating 
aspect of this meeting was the way 
the pr~sts dispensed with all jormal
ity and went to work wit", a zeal and 
an enthusiasm which I have never 
seen matched. 

As aNon-Catholic, I have always 
thought of a priest as a man possessed 

, with piety and dignity to, a SUffocating 
degree. It is refreshing to ,find that 
I have been mistaken. Those 'men 
were intensely human, good natured 
and pleasant,energetic, intellectually 
inquiring, and inspirational. When in 
action they seemed thoroughly at 
home and entirely spontaneous. ' It 
was a pleasure to work with them 
and to have them as our guests. I 
shall look forward with eagerness to 
their return, and I hope that in the ' 
future they will make a fuller use oj 
our facilities than they were able t'o 
make this time. 

O. D. Duncan, Head Department 
of Sociology and Rural Life. 

LAND AND HOME: : SEPTEMBER 1944 

NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTEL 

e~, _ (!)/uo.A 
NOVEMBER 10.13 

The annual fall meeting of officers 
and directors of the National Cath
olic Rural Life Conference will be 
held at the Netherland Plaza Hotel, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, November 10-13', 
under the auspices of His Excellency, 
The Most Reverend John T. McNich
olas, D.D., Archbishop of Cincinnati. 
Details of the program will be an~ 
nounced later. ; 

Visitors to Cincinnati will have an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
Rural Life }>rogram of the Archdio~ 
cese, in which sixteen rural chapels 
have already b~enbuilt. 

A model farm .. ,arid an experimeI;ltal 
laboratory for rural problems, con: 
ducted as a unit 'of the Institutum 
Divi Tho~ae, will 'be undertaken by 
the Fathers of the Precious Blo()d, iIi 
the near future. The school, will not 
be an agdculturaJ coliege in the strict 
sense, but will offer courses that will 

"prepare priests and'laymen for rural 
'l¥dership, At the same time original 
..fesearchcan be carried out on a sm~U 
'scale. No thought is entertained ~f 
competing }Vith !'itate laboratories 'or 
state institutions; rather work will be 
planned in 'connection with thes~ 
'establishments, making use of all th~ 
assistance they afford. 

A financhil program to help keep 
Catholic families, on the land and to 
settle young,people on farms will also 

,be undertaken by the Fathers of the 
Precious Blood. ' 

Father Howard Bishop, founder of 
the Home Missiollers. of America; 
Glendale, Ohio, is training priests to 
go out into the '1,000 • cOUIities' .of 
America, in which there- are no resi~ 
dent' priests., One particularly gr.ati~ 
fying aspect of the Home MissionerS' 
work is the number of vocation~ that 
are' being developed. 

The WOJkersof the Grail conduct 
an agriCultural school for young 
\Vomen at GrailVille, a large farm out
side of Cincinnati. They emphasize 
the development of a rural culture, a 
Christian philosophy of wor~, alJd a 
full Christian life, as the means' ',of 
making rural life beautiful; significant 
and satisfying., ' " 
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JEWISH FARM SETTLEMENT 
S (JmSfJn Lip" 

LOVE of the land comes naturally 
to the Jew, who first emerged 

from the dawn of history as an agri~ 
cultural people, and whose past, as 
recorded In the Bible. is marked by 
a deep attachment to the soil. 

It is clearly evident from the Bible, 
the prophets, and the Talmud that 
agriculture was always basic in Jewish 
life. The ethical and religious prac
tices of the Bible are closely tied to 
agriculture. The great sages of Israel 
were very closely attached to the. 
soil. At no time in the history of the 
Jew was he entirely away from ag
riculture. Two thousand years of 
persecution of the Jews and their dis
persion to all parts of the world could 
not uprdot their love for the soil. 

In this country of ours there have 
been Jewish farmers as, far back as. 
Colonial times, and there are today 
about 100,000 of our people deriving 
their livelihood, in whole or in part, 
from the soil. 

The modern movement of settling 
Jews on the land in the United States 
began barely sixty years ago and has 
an interesting history. Jewish farm
ing went through many stages of de
velopmentbefore it reached its pres
ent status. The early Jewish farmers 
of America had to travel a hard and 
thorny road. To the usual hardships 
of pioneering were added economic 
ftnd financial problems. The faith and 
tenacity of the 'pioneers persisted and 
paved the way for present day Jewish 
agriculture. 

Jewish agricultural progress began 
with the opening of the present c~n
tury. It is interesting to note that the 
movement' made its real growth only 
after the colony idea was abandoned 

and Jews began to settle on farms as 
individuals. . 

The Jewish Agricultural Society 
was established in 1900 through the 
munificence of one of the great hu-' 
manitarians of our time-Baron De
Hirsch, whose benefactions to Jewry 
were world-wide and included our 
country. The Society has since its 
inception been under the leadership 
of some of America's leading figures 
in social welfare. 

The Jewish Agricultural Society 
provided the impetus and incentive 
by which the Jewish agrarian popu
lation grew from an insignificant num
ber at the beginning of the century to 
its present, dimensions. Jewish farm _ 
holdings represent an approximate 
valuation of over $200,000,000, sub
ject, of course, to' mortga,ges:. The 
soil cultivated by them adds ull to 
approximately a million acres. #l{t is -
interesting to note that while Amer
ican owner-operated farms comprise 
about 40 per cent tenancy, Jewish 
farming is practically tenant-free. 

The Society's aim was always the 
gradual creation of real farmers, rath
er than the settlement of large num
bers. The Society prefers to follow 
the slower but safer method of direct
ing the natural flow towards the farm, 
guiding it along the proper channels. 
It believes that the innate love for the 
farm provides the real solid founda-
tion upon which it can build Jewish 
agriculture. The' Society recognizes 
that farm settlement is a delicate, 
complicated and responsible task. It 
deals not only with physical matters, 
but with human elements. 

Farm settlement comprises very 
distinct stages-sizing up the farm 
seeker; examining farms; fitting farm 
to farmer; conducting purchase nego
tiations; and, in some instances, 
granting a loan, without which set
tlement would be imPossible. 

Prospective farmers come from all 
stations of life and from every con
ceivable occupation: common labor-

ers, skilled trades, white 
ers, business and uU,UUJli:t\,;\;U];ll 

professions. -Most of our farm 
_ have very little idea of What 
means. They have to be 
enlightened; they are made 
that farming is not only an OCCUO:ltlri 

out of whi.ch to earn a -living, 
mode of hfe demanding a 
of adaptation to change, which is 
common to city folks, but is an 
dispensable prerequisite for 
settlement. They are taught 
farm~ng is not a road to 
that the average farmer must be 
tent with a modest living-that 
must look· to certain spiritual 
isfactions as a compensation for 
ited material gains. They must 
realize that farming as a business 
quires capital and knowledge of busi
ness practices, and preferably, some 
experience. A very great majority of 
them had no previous experience in 
farming. They are largely from the 
middle class group; many have 
started their farm ventures on a shoe
string; and have gradually and pains
takingly climbed the ladder of suc
cess. 

Most of our farmers desire to live 
within ~ccess of secular schools, and· 

. where possible, to Jewish religious 
schools. Some like to settle within 
commuting distance of a city, which 
makes occasional visits from relatives 
and friends possible, and- also gives 
them:a market outlet for their prod
ucts. 

It is important for the right man 
to buy the right farm at the right 
price, and it is equally as important 
that he buy the -farm on the right 
terms. Few farmers buy farms free 
of mortgages. 

Some of our people find themselves 
short of funds at the time of buying 
the farm, or after it is bought they 
are in need to equip the farm with 
tools and machinery,- and equipment 
is costly. It may be necessary to 
immediately make improvements and 
limited expansion, which requires 
capital. All these needs are met by 
the Society. 

An all-important part of farm set~ 
tlement is the protection of. the farm 
buyer against the dishonest farm 
agent and unscrupulous real estate 
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The wreck of many farm ' 
can be traced to the con
real estate manipulators. 

people are an easy prey to this, 
of practice, and the Society is 

on the lookout to protect the 
of such deals, through news

advertisements and by various 

the period immediately after the 
World War, and ending with 

depression, approximately 13,000 
came to ,the Society to seek 
as to whether' they should 

their lot on the farm. During the 
period 1,189 families were set

on farms in the eastern and mid
"_,,,·,,et,,,,.n states.' 
The Jew on the farm draws others, 

to the farms and to neighborhood 
and villages. Many children 
in rural districts in business 

in the professions. More than a 
Jewish rural communities have 
built up in this manner. The 

stresses the value of any ten
that lifts the pressure from 
, even in small measure. Fair-

Jewish farm communities have 
The Society has always 

n~T'n~'''' to the development of 
exclusiivellv Jewish farm settlements, 

that Americanization would 
thus be retarded, but it recognizes 

fact that the isolate'd Jewish 
farmer is often unstable. The Jew on 
the farm, like his city brother, seeks 

social, cultural, and spiritual 

Farm settlement brought with it 
need for educational activities, 
the Society met this need by es

tablishing an educational department, 
way back in 1908. The Society's 
Educational Extension work is car
ried on with individual farmers, with 

neighborhood groups, with 
larger groups, and with state and 
regional associations. The Society 
Works with the prospective farmer, 

with the new farmer, with the old 
farmer, with the backward farmer, 
and even, with the advanced farmer: 
It reaches out to the farm wife, the 
farm boy, and the farm girl. It 
handles normal and emergency prob
lems. It grapples with matters ag
ricultural, economic, social, religious, 
and communal. It draws upon federal 
and state 'departments of agriculture, 
agricultural colleges and experiment 
stations, farm bureaus and other farm 
organizations, both public and pri
vate. 

The backbone, of the Society's Ex
tension Service is the individual visit; 
possible only in the more popular 
Jewish farming districts, whereby in
struction is carried directly to the 
man on the farm. 

The Farm Loan Department 
reaches those farmers who cannot 
obtain loans through other sources. 
Loans are made against junior mort
gages-a form of security not gen
erally accepted by'lending institu
tions. Since its founding, the Socie.ty 

has granted loans aggregating over 
$10,000,000, to Jewish farmers in 40, 
states. Last year 227 loans were made 
to farmers in 12 states. 

The Society's Farm Employment 
Bureau is the oldest specialized fann 
employment agency in the country. 
It affords young Jewish men the op
portunity of acquiring agricultural 
training by actual work on farms. 
Since its establishment it has made 
about 20,000 farm employment place"", 
ments. 

Through the Rural Sanitation De
partment the Society carries on work 
to promote higher standards of sani
tation in and about the farm home. 

Many of the practices of the So
ciety's credit, farm settlement, educa
tional, and labor departments were 
adopted later by federal and state 
agencies. 

The farm cooperative" is regarded 
by thinkers as a most potent aid i)1 
the solution of farm problems, and 
it has been energetically fostered by 
governmental agencies. Jewish farm-

rtf? 

'SONG OFA COUNTRY WOMAN 
Florence Hynes Willette , 

If I were a farmer in love with the land 
My heart in its chamber would kneel to rejoice 
And I'd walk like a god on the fields of my choic~. 
From a vast' inexhaustible granary 
I would take with my hands what is needful for me. 

A plowman in truth, I would slice up the loam; 
Like a loaf I would cut it around and around 
And lap the brown crusts in a row on the ground. 
(0 earth leavened wholly! 0 Source of the yeast! 
o westerly raincloud! 0 flame in the east!) 

And being a sower I'd feather the grain; 
Like a fan I would flutter it forth on the wind 
To settle and people the earth with its kind. 
(0 fingers outflinging! 0 bright seed outftung! 
o sky like a bell with the wind for a tongue!) 

Concerned with the reaping I'd arch with the scythe: 
We two would be one as the bough and the leaf, 
'Till the fields lay all sickled and ready to sheaf. 
(0 curved silver blade swinging home to the grain! 
o long yellow stalks falling thickly as rain!) 

The quick amber river coaxed into the bin 
Would nourish the world with its richness thereof .. ~ 
If I were a man with the land for my love! 
Being but woman, with song in my throat 
I walk by a farmer and carry his coat. 
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ers have always played 'a leading role 
in thef{)rmation of' well functioning 
cooperatives, and,' a1tho~gh a minor
ity in membership, they,are moving 
spirits in their directipn and man
agement. These cooperatives include 
b1,lying and selling associations, credit 
unions, fire insurance companies, and 
even an association of cooperatives. 

Jewish farmers have always been 
quick to adopt new methods, to follow 
modern practices, and to take ad
vantage of every scientific advance. 
Their previous business' experience, 
acquired in the hard school of city 
competition, is a great help in the 
[>urchasing and marketing problems 
of the farm. 
, Jewish, fanners are an integral 
Par~ of the larger, farm communities. 
There is no type of farming in which 
some of our people have not reached 
top rank. On the farm, the Jew lives 
i.n good fellowship with his Christian 
rieighbors""':"a relation wholesome in 
itself,' and one whieh ,serves as a 
leaven 'in the caU.se of good will and 
~etter understanding between Jew 
and non-Jew. 

Unless we make tlie position of 
the farmer and the condition of the 
soil satisfactory, both national and 
international planning will be sheer 
waste of time. More than ever after 
the war will sound husbandry be 
essential. The soil will have to 
recuperate after the, excessive strains 
that have been put upon it; a vig
orous and prolonged effort will have 
to be made to stem erosion, that ap
palling legacy of past greed; we 
shall have to return; willy-nilly, to 
economic prices for food products 
instead 'of ruining farmers by ap
plying the levers of subsidy and usury 
to make food "cheap"; in a word, 
we shall have to put food production 
in its proper place' as a primary, and 
then, and not till then, can we fit 
the other activities of our country, 
or the world into the scheme of 
things. 

The Weekly' Review 

,', 

THE TRAPPISTS 
AND THE PRAIRIE 
WilliflmJ. Kerrigflh 

"I go afishing," said young James 
Myles O'Gorman one day. And 

go he did, down to the banks of the 
river Shannon, at one of the spots in 
its course through the County Tip
perary. There he found already en
gaged in angling a lad who introduced 
himself as Clement Smyth. What 
passed between them can be only im
agined; but the Itwo were to meet 
again, and in fact these meetings were 
to feature the rest of their lives. 

One day years later, some time 
after O'Gorman had finished success
ful studies in philosophy, the classics, 

, and eloquence at Trinity in Dublin, 
he was riding horseback-so it is 
related-ahd came upon a half-idiot 
crouched by the way. 

"Thou fool!" the innocent cried 
up to him. 

"Yes," answered the gay ~er, 
pausing, "I am a fool-but I will 
seek something better." Immediately 
he turned his horse's head and gal
loped away to the County Waterford, 
where he entered as a novice at the 
Trappist Abbey of Mt. Melleray. 
That, the recOl:ds have it there, was 
on September 14, 1839, when he was 
twenty-eight years, old. Here he met 
for the second time Clement Smyth, 
who as Father Clement was O'Gor
man's second Master of Novices. 
Both kept their baptismal names in 
religion. They were shortly to sepa
rate again, but only to meet under 
even stranger circumstances. 

Stranger circumstances than those 
of a Trappist abbey, indeed, are hard
ly found. The monk rises from the 
mat in his cubicle at two in the morn: 
ing-frequently earlier-and spends 
the day chanting the Divine Office, a 
task broken only by some periods of 
labor, usually in the fie~ds, and a 
recreation period he may devote to 
spiritual study. At the end of the 
day he has eaten only one or two 
frugal meals, which never include 
meat, fish, eggs; or butter, and has 

not broken the perpetual silence of 
the cloister except in necessary 
speeches to his superiors. But it is 
really the peace and joy, not the rig
ours, of ,the Trappist cloister which 
are strange to the World. 

The abbey of Mt. Melleray was 
growing crowded; and when a new 
abbot, Dom Bruno Fitzpatrick, was 
elected, he resolved upon a new 
foundation-in America-and sent 
.to the United States for this pur
pose F'llt~er Clement Smyth, in the 
company just of one lay brother, 
Brother Ambrose Byrne. 

Father Clement seemed fitted for 
the important task. Reared amid the 
Celtic beauties of Killaloe (second 
only to the County Killarney, and, 
like it, having lakes) and educated 
in the stately atmosphere of the class
ics, it is not so much wonder he chose 

. surely to enter religion, going first 
to the. Brothers of the Presentation, 
at Y oughal, near Cork-a humble 
community of Mass servers - and 
there deciding his vocation was to the 
order of Our Lady of La Trappe. Be
sides being novice master he led the 
choir for a time. And it was he, a 
graduate, like Father James, of Trin- ' 
ity in Dublin, and specialist in Latin 
and mathematics, who established, 
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permission of his abbot, Mt. 
school for poor children, 

by the monks, and later cele
throughout Europe. 

it was that Father Clement and 
Ambrose la.nded in Boston 

in February, 1849. But in the 
something significant was 

back at Mt. Melleray. 
Loras of Dubuque was an 
leader of a century ago. 

of the perils of the large cities 
Atlantic seaboard, 'he, by 

by magazine articles, and by 
1Ultitucjinl[)us personal correspond

sought to dissuade immigrants 
tarrying there and to attract 

,to the rich fertility of Iowa 
. As a result, he was speed-

populating the Western prairie 
Irish Catholics. It was with a 

of reasons that he visited 
when he was forced to jour-

to Europe. 
happened that Mathias Loras 

not ignorant of La Trappe; he 
roughly be described, indeed, as 

by consanguinity. He had 
. nephews the founder of the Trap

monastery Staoueli in . North 
and Rene Tallon, also a Trap

His sister, the mother of these 
other religious, had consulted 
8t. John Baptist Vianney con

the vocation of her children. 
same Cure of Ars was a class
of Loras's, indeed, the poorest 
scholar in the class where Loras 

the best (the story is now com
known of how Loras, who had 

task of helping poor Viariney, 
boxed the Saint's ears, so slow 

the latter at learning). And it 
no secret that the Cure, whom 

as bishop' had for his model, 
said, "Oh, had I known what it 

to be a parish priest, I should 
have buried myself in La Trappe." 
. The Bishop himself had positive 

towards the Trappists. He 
been at the Abbey of Bellefon-

. in 1840, at the time of the death 
of his nephew, Rene, there, and had' 
been deeply impressed with the sanc
tity,of the place. From that time on 
. plan was growing in his mind. Dur-

. Ing his visit to Ireland, he stopped at 
. Mt. Melleray, and offered Abbot 
Bruno and his Irish monks a tract 'of 

good prairie only a few miles south
west of Dubuque. 

Letters Abbot Bruno was receiving 
from' Father Clement and Brother 
Ambrose in the eastern United States 
were not very encouraging. So, in 
May, the Abbot himself journeyed 
to America; with him he took Father 
James O'Gorman, along with Broth
ers Timothy, Barnaby, and Joseph. 
This third meeting of O'Gorman and 
Smyth was not altogether pleasant, 
for Father Clement was quite unwell, 
and could do little more than deliver 
to Abbot Bruno a letter from Bishop 
Patrick Phelan of Kingston, Canada, 
offering lands for a Trappist monas
tery and farm. Dom Br~no and 
Father James hastened into Canada, 
but, finding the proposed tract was 
a large woods, they declared the site 
unsuitable, and instructed Father 
Clement and the Brothers to meet 
them at Rochester. From Rochester 
the whole party went straightway to 
Iowa, where they J:eceived the wel
come of Bishop Loras and found the 
lands he offered suited to their pur-, 
pose. 

There, July 16, 1849, Dom Bruno 
himself laid the first foundation of 
New Melleray Abbey. By that time, 
sixteen more monks were on the way 
from the Irish house (six, however, 
died of the cholera during the jour
neyJ. Dom Bruno named Father 
James O'Gorman superior, and de
parted for Ireland. Today there is a 
Trappist abbey in Canada' and a 
priory in the eastern United States, 
as well as an abbey in Kentucky and 
a new foundation in Alabama, but 
none is more intimately associa.ted 
with its environs than New Melleray 
in Dubuque. 

Bishop Loras himself became all 
of a Trappist a bishop could be. 
Father De Cailly, nephew of Loras, 
preserved for us the testimony of 
Father David, of New Melleray, that 
frequently the bishop finished his 
duties at the Cathedral on Sunday, 
then came to New Melleray and spent 
the rest of the week as a Trappist 
monk, rising at two, reciting office 
in the choir, and abstaining from 
meat and· fish. Father David men
tions the fact that the monks who 
had known the Bishop were not sur-
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prised that his body was found intact 
upon disinterment seventeen. years 
after his death. This point is most 
interesting in view of the publicly 
expressed hope of the present arch
bishop of Dubuque, Archbishop 
Beckman, that Bishop Loras~s cause 
will be soon introduced. . 

Father James OiGorman next re
signed as superior, and the monks. 
elected Father Clement Smyth to fill 
the office. However, in 1857, Father 
James and Father Clement were sepa
rated again, .for in May of that year 
Archbishop Kenrick consecrated 

·.Father Clement coadjutor Bishop of 
£l't':>uque. Yet again a reunion for 
the two was at hand. Father James 
was made Vicar-Apostolic of Nebras
ka and consecrated' Bishop of Ra
phania in partibus by Archbishop 
Kenrick in 1859. So it was the two 
met for the fourth time-as members 
of the Catholic hierarchy; the fishers 
on the banks of the Shannon were 
now indeed made fishers of men. 

'Bishop Loras died in 1858, histitle 
and duties falling to Bishop Smyth. 
This former monk, during his short 
life as bishop, increased the number 
of his churches from fifty to seventy
nine, with eight chapels and twenty 
stations, and the number of his priests 
from thirty-seven to sixty-three, 'be
sides leaving at his death twenty-five 
seminarians for his diocese. Both at 
New Melleray and at Mt. Melleray 
he had founded schools, now in Iowa 
under his direction schools increased 
in every direction; his efforts for the 
poor never flagged, but rather in
creased, and he established Confer
ences of the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul as well as founding an orphan 
asylum. He died in 1865, at the age 
of fifty-five. . 
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Bishop O'Gormao. went into the 
wilderness of the West, and raised the 
number of priests froIP four to 
twenty, with three ecclesiastical stu
dents, at the time of his death in 
1874,· He built churches, schools, 
convents, and a hospital, and had 
several Indian missions in active oper
ation. As a monk he had been a 
model. recluse fpi his brethren; as a 
prelatt; he revealed in his person and 

manners the discipline of the mon
astic life. 

Because the Trappists were a real. 
influence in the early days of ,the 
prairie country, it seems fitting that 
the first bishop of the greatest agri
cultural state in the Union was a; 
Trappist in almost everything but 
name; that the second was a real 
Trappist; and that almost the whole 

RURAL RACIAL PROBLEMS . . 

JfJlJnLfJ Farge, S.J. 

W HEN we speak of rural racial 
problems, we doubtless have 

in inind the various racial minorities 
which we find in our American coun
tryside. These would fall largely into 
three categories: the native American 
Indians; the Mexicans and the Orien
tals, particularly the Japanese~ and 
the Negroes. The problems of the 
Indians, the Mexicans and the Orien-. 
tals would naturally preoccupy rural
life students in the western and south
western states; in the East, attention 
would center on the situation of 
the Negroes, of whom a couple of 
million have migrated from the rural 
districts into our large cities during 
recent decades. 

Every now and then you meet 
people who say: "Wouldn't it be a 
wonderful thing for our poor Negroes 
if they were all on farrrls! It would 
be such a solutiol1 for the race prob
lem." Leaving out all the foolish 
over-simplifications contained in such 
an explanation, it is undoubtedly true 
that it would be a "wonderful thing" 
for a fair percentage of Negroes now 
living in the cities if they were mak
ing their living on farms. A consider
able proportion of city-dwelling Ne
groes are only recently from the 
country, and would not be adverse 
to returning to the country were it 
possible to ~ake a decent living 
there. Other things being equal, racial 
tensions and differences are not so 

·acut!'! in rural as in urban life, and 
there is abundant opportunity for de- . 
veloping a healthy group or com
munity life, which in turn builds up 
the morale of a depressed racial 

group. The traditions of the Amer
ican Negro are strongly rural. 

The fact remains, however, that 
the rural problem, as suck, remains 
the same for the Negro as for the 
white man. To appreciate how much 
it is the same, one must have lived 
and worked in a mixed community of 
Negroes and whites. 

All those circumstancei'> which make 
country life difficult for the white per
son make it difficult for the N e$r? 
The Negro farmer cannot, oper~ 10 

a . vacuum any more than can the 
white farmer. He faces the same com-

petition with regard to markets as 
does his white neighbor; the same 
problems of prices, for selling and 
buying; the same difficulties withre
gard to schools, churches and other 
facilities. He has the same handicap 
in trying. to retain his land in the 
midst of an ever more industrialized 
and centralized economy-except that 
these things all affect him in much 
greater degree. He becomes a "mar
ginal," then a' disappearing farmer, 
much more rapidly than the white 
farmer, for there are few communities 
which are favorable to the retention 
of rural teal estate by Negroes. 

For this reason there is no special 
type of rural program to be elaborated 
for Negroes, any more than for any 

prairie region west of 
sippi was in the beginning 
direction of the men of N 
leray. These facts remind US 

the most wholesome traditions 
Western farm country ~nd of 
Benedict and the Saints of La 
have been the same-the 
chiefly, of the land, and of 
education for those of limited 

other type of American citizen. 
groes and white people alike 
good soil, proper capital and 
ment, technical education, r:O{)T\P,r"th, 

developments, etc. As 
Ligutti has so frequently said, 
cannot distinguish a potato grown 
a Negro or by a Baptist from 
raised by a white man or by a 
olic. 

There is, however, a very 
problem that affects rural racial 
groups that is not in itself a rural 
problem, for it affects the same 
groups wherever they may be found; 
it is the question of racial attitudes 
shown toward them by the majority 
racial group. This is not necessarily 
an attitude of personal dislike, be
c~use many persons who cultivate 
such an attitude eagerly disclaim any. 
attitude of personal antagonism; it 
is the position-that you cannot assure 
to another racial group, such as the 
Negro or the Mexican, that share in 
economic and political opportunity 
to which he is entitled, because you 
fear, if you do so, some grave disorder 
will' occur. 

The peculiar tragedy of the rural 
problem, as it affects the Negro and 
to some extent the other racial groups 
in this country, is that those regions 
of the country where his rural life 
might be rehabilitated are those where 
race prejudice and its evil fruits and 
demoralization are most rampant. 

Looking at the matter from a 
purely agrarian angle, the Negro's 
best opportunities are, and will doubt
less remain to IDe, in the South. In 
the South, too, as the southern states 
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industrialized, there will 
his best opportunities for 

r.onlbilllatwn of skilled indus
along with part-time farm

ilbsistence gardening that our 
Conference has helped to 

Where race prejudice has 
his stride, the southern 

contributed works of real 
American rural life as see~ 

Booker T. Washington and 
Washington Carver at 

the wonderful rural devel
in the countryside near 
Institute in Virginia, the 

School in Georgia, etc. 

is a minor tragedy, too, that 
in the North where such ex

attitudes would not be ex
as in New York State, Penn

New Jersey, New England, 
who would engage in coun-

finds himself debarred: first, 
the obstacles that attend the 

farmer of any race; and second, 
suspicion that attaches to the 

is my belief that the greatest 
all contributions to this whole 

is that which can be given by 
Catholic Church in the United 

if we sl1all but have the cOUJ:"
and the loyalty to our own teach
to exercise it. The greatest chal
~at exists to the home-mission 
of the American Church is the 

by heroic Catholic mis
of rural parishes where there 

be a complete union and coopera
in all matters that pertain to the 

good between families of all 
regardless of color or national' 

But the establishment of such 
is not possible unless there is 

,'w:ide!;pn~d and effective support 
of the rural-life program and of 

racial equality by the entire . 
body, clergy'and laity, in the 

States. T.llere must be a wide
understanding of the prin-

involved. It is our opportunity 
to set an example which will show 

and integridly. and dramati
w~at is meant by that sublime 

little understood word: Catholic
.A nation-wide and ·.concerted 
IS needed if the chasm thlifnow 

city fi'~m, country,'~nd r;;tce 
race is to be h'ridged. 

( ill1I tI CfJuntryPtlstfJr ... 

Sometimes a country pastor becomes discouraged because of 
the apparent failure of his work. After preaching many years 
on the advantages of Catholic rural life, after promoting many ac
tivities to foster its development, there seems so little progress. 
After all his ardent attempts in advocating the wholesomeness of 
life on the farm, there seems so little to show for it. There are' 
always some in his flo~k who are not convinced; always, some who 
are not converted to his way of thinking. He has tried to have 
his families remain on the farms, but again one leaves; he has 
sought to keep his young people at home, but now an.,ther leaves 
for the city. . / 

i:ven though all his fervent efforts seem to have failed in some 
ins'tances, there is no need for a country pastor to become dis
heartened. He may not have succeeded in convincing everybody 
that the farm is the best place for man'~ body and soul, nor in 
establishing in the hearts and minds of all a true sense of values 
of things material and spiritual, but gradually his' work will bear 
fruit. We do' not allow an occasional failure in other pastoral 
work to stop us from preaching the word of God. 

Patience aqcl 'perseverance are necessary qualities for farm 
folk; their pastor-must also have them, in a high degree. They 
must meet the adversities' of, pest arid weather with fortitude; 
the priest, too. must face hi~di~appointments with heroic grace~ 
All his work is directed against Jhe strong forces of paganism 
in the world; his efforts in behaff of a happy rural life likewise 
must oppose the strong influence of an urban philosophy, which 
very often is but a reflection of that paganism: 

As, people everywhere depend upon the priest for spiritual and' 
;nioral guidance, and derive from him their inspiration, so do the 
people on the land depend especially on the country pastor. He 
must be to them their source of courage. When tlieir spirit, is 
low' he must infuse new hope; when all is dark he must discern 
for them the light of a new dawn. 

If the priest in a rural parish gives evidence of his iilterest in 
all phases of the life of his, 'people, presents to them an appeal;. 
ingpattern in which they can weave the varied and colorful 
activities of their whole existence, then he is certain to have a 
great measure of success' with the majority of his. parish.' Some. 
perhaps, will always long for the flesh pots. of Egypt, and will 
make use of the first opportunity to leave the fold, but their 
leaving, regretful .. though it may. be, will eliminate very often . 
one source of discontentment. 

No ,occasional failure shoul~ cause the country pastor to be
come. fainthearted, no opposition sfaould cause him to weaken, 
but should rathe, induce him all the more ,to champion the cause 
of his people, a ,cause, 9'uided by reason and strengthened by 
God's grace •. 

"And' the Lord' said:' t have prayedior, the~, that thyfafth' 
fail' not: and thou 'being orice converted, c:onfi,rm thy 'brethren". ' . 



REBUILDING AMERICA 
FROM THE GROUND UP 
Elmer T. PeferSfJR 

There is now a strong drive in the 
direction of collective-commercial
farming, to be done by crews of hired 
men going from place to place, al
legedly producing crops with the 
greatest efficiency, and with the aid 
of great machinery-everything to be 
based on urban or dollar economy, 
with live-at-home farming relegated 
to the past. Theoretically this may 

, sound plausible, but it will not stand 
the test of actual living. 

The diversifying live "at-home farm
er is by far the most efficient, for he 
alone has a 100 per cent load factor, 
whereas the specialty farmer's load 
factor may run as low as seven or 
eight per cent, as in the' case of highly 
mechanized wheat farming, which re
quires only one month out of twelve. 
Then, too, the operations '. of the di
versifying live-at-home farmer are so 
enmeshed withecology-:-the matter 
of close co-operation with nature and 
all the natural forces-that the live
at-home farmer is seen to have an 
absolutely unique basis of security 
wherein he is almost wholly inde
pendent of money and commercial 
transactions. 

Because' our rural manpower has 
now been reduced to 15 per cent of 

. the total, there, are those who jump 
to the conclusion that it is unneces
sary to have more than this percent
age ori the soil. Some of our govern
ment "economists," so-called, are say
ing, that we should not "dump excess 
manpower on the farm." But the ex
traordinarily stupid element in their 

argumen( is that what they actually 
'propose to do is to dump excess man
power on the city, which has not the 
slightest capability of supporting life 
in itself. In normal, modern times 
it takes only 60 per cent of the total 
manpower to produce all the urban
based goods and services for the. 
whole people. This leaves a danger 
marginal of 25 per cent of the total 
manpower to constitute a. dead weight 
on society, and the only way to take' 
care of this dead weight is to support 
them by the tax· money of the rest 
of the people-,-the active producers, 
including farmers. That can only 
be dove by boondoggling or actual 
doles, which is an obvious symptom 
of decay and retrogression. How 
much more sound it would be to real~ 
ize that production after alit' is our. 
only real wealth, and tha1f"when a 
man is getting his . living direct from 
the soil, even without benefit of 
specialists or money economy, he is . 
automatically removed from the dan
ger marginal and partakes of the. 
glory of true American life. 

The foregoing percentages are care
fully worked out, and are based on 
a grand average of statistical infor
mation furnished by the highest offi
cial and economic sources. The 25 
per cent marginal may be stated in 
terms of anywhere from 15,000,000 to 
20,000,000 persons that will lack em
ployment after the war, because of 
Speed-up of production from the farm, 
added woman-power and other 
factors. 

The question is then: "What shall 
we do with the 25 percent of our 
manpower that will constitute a dan
ger marginal between the 15 per cent 
and the 85 per cent after the war?" 
That danger marginal is what pro
duced the irrational proposition of 
starvation in the midst of plenty. The 
answer is to get as many as possible 
where they will have one foot on the 

soil, so they will be relatively.' 
pendent of money or jobs. 

The logical solution of 
economic problems is to give 
manpower the utmost on'r\,n'f .... 'L 
live on the land and make a 
effo.rt to change the whole' trend 
agrIculture from extensive to 
sive methods. This is 
necessary if we are to save the 
of our topsoil, of which one-third 
already been washed into the sea 
lies back of vast concrete dams' , 
ever buried, with only vast cOTI'r r"t.. 

ramparts to stand as tombstones. 
do the job of rebuilding the soil 
that it will quit washing away 
remain as a heritage to our children 
it would be necessary to employ mil~ 
lions of men after the war, to 
terracing, contour farming, vegeta
tive covering and other intensive 
work, to rebuild the soil, and by the 
same token to rebuild our citizenship 
and our churches, schools, factories 
and other valuable institutions. In 
building true wealth we have to build 
from the ground up, not from the 
treasury down. 

Some may argue that we already 
have a .food surplus; as of normal 
times. This just doesn't happen to 
be true. We have never had enough 
food. The United States Department 
of Agriculture said in one of its pub
lications: "For every one to have 
the essential elements of nutrition, 
we will need, in excess of 1929 pro
duction, 108 per cent more butter, 
79 per cent more fresh vegetables, 
53 per cent. more milk, 43 per cent 
more meat of all types, more citrus 
fruits." What we need is intensive 

, farming-the use of a vast multitude 
of small power-driven tools, to relieve 

-( 
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" drudgery and produce the 
crops, or "chore crops" like 

berries, vegetables, poultry, 
products, etc. We don't need 

about the wheat, corn, cot
'other big field crops produced 
mass production basis by big 

combines or other extensive
implements. Even if our 

supplies of vitamin crops, like 
vegetables, dairy products, 
etc., were big enough for the 

DO~}U"LUU'U, it would still be wise 
your own food rather than 

wouldn't it? You see, food 
the place of money. If you 
believe that, how can you ex
rationing, with its stamps and 

which have no money value? 
are millions of acres' in the 

belt, all the way from the 
Mountains to New England, 

are crying for rebuIlding. The 
tier of counties in New York 

is so badly eroded that already 
the farms are abandoned. Yet 
B. Sears tells of a friend in New 

who took an old aban
farm of 120 acres there, rebuilt 

and in a single year raised $30,000 
of potatoes from it. 

is where our postwar effort 
be placed-in the rebuilding of 

true machinery of wealth. The 
is our Number One Business. 

old era of exploitation~f min-
the soil~is over, as we suddenly 

that one cubic mile, of our 
soil, equivalent to a tillable \ 

of 15,000 acres, is being washed 
of the Missouri Valley alone, each 
, and with it are being washed 
resources in human material. We 

not far from the desert. The post
planners, 'like those who won all 
prizes in the Pabst. Postwar Em

HovmPI1t Awards-who can see noth
to do except to build factories, 

11Il"flW~lv'" terminals and other urban
projects - are pathetically 
If they have their way about 

we shall have beautiful four-lane 
traversing deserts, leading 

factories producing things for 
there isn,o market, and where 
have nothing to eat. We will 

bUild America from the bureau 
or from the factory wall out
but from the ground up. ' 

THE HAPPIEST MAN 
I HAVE EVER KNOWN* 
lfJuis"fJmfield 

T HE happiest man I have ever retuniing in the evening with his 
, known was a middle-aged French trailer filled with wood. The young-
workingman by the name of Bosquet. sters had watched the deer and wild 
For fifteen years the two of us lived boar, climbed trees and gone swim-
side by side on the outskirts of Paris. mingo 
Bosquet owned a house and a couple At the end of Bosquet's garden, he 
of acres of land, and I had a small had built a summer house, very ornate 
farm. and overgrown with trumpet vines 

Bosquet was a skilled machine-tool and clematis. There in the long 
operator, his wages about half the summer twilights he would sit and 
American scale. He traveled back drink wine and talk politics with his 
and forth to his work in a nearby .friends, and sometimes we could hear 
factory town in the eight-year-old them all singing to the accompani-
jalopy he was always rebuilding. ment of Bosquet's concertina. 
Nothing could have induced him to There were two fairly long de-
live in the tenements, even the model" pressions in France, one of which 

. ones in the Paris suburbs; they were, ruined most of the middle' class. But 
, he said for the shiftJ~ss. He wanted being out of work did not trouble 

a piece of land of his own.. He Bosquet much, for he came about as 
wanted "to have his feet in the soil.!' near achieving security as any human 

On the two acres Bosquet "'raised '., being ever will. There was always 
practically all the food consumed by' .;plenty to eat off his two acres of land. 
his family. He had every sort of His family was always warm with its 
vegetable - even artichokes, which free wood supply. He really owne.d 
are wasteful because they take up a everything he possessed, and, he had 
lot of space. But Bosquet liked arti- a few francs under the mattress. 
chokes and wanted them when he While unemployed he made a little 
wanted them, without spending hard- money doing odd jobs for neighbors. 
earned money to buy them. He also For Bosquet there were no soup 
had pear~, prunes, quinces and ap- kitchens,no bread lines, no dole, no 
pIes, mostly on dwarf trees which WPA. He was an independent citi-
yielded prodigious crops. The paths zen, standing squarely on his own 
were lined with strawberry plants feet. He took care of himself and 
and there was a large asparagus bed. his family. He was beholden to no 
, Bosquet kept twenty hens for lay-, on'e. 
ing and capons for eating, a dozen You might say that Bosquet was 
ducks and a hutchful of fat ~elgian an exception and not important, but 
hares. He had a pig that lived large- there you would be wrong, In Frante, 
ly off vegetable tops and garbage, and Bosquet was not an exception;. ' be 
two she-goats that got their forage was the rule. He was vastly impor-
all year round from the roadside. tant to the economy of France, be .. 

He did not buy even his, fuel, for cause there were so many of him. 
he lived only a mile from a state for- There were the 9,000,000 members-
est; in France, by a law as old as of the Workingmen-Gardeners" As-
feudal times, the wood lying on the sociation to which Bosquetbelonged, 
floor of the forest belongs to the citi- and there were countless other smaIl 
zens. So three times a year Bosquet, people, peasants, shopkeepers, clerks, 
with his wife and three children, en- in the same position of security, In 
joyed an all-day picnic in the forest, the years of the Great Depression I 

saw in America the apple-sellers, the 
bread lines, sometimes with as many *Reprinted by permission of The Readers 

Digest. 
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as 5,000 unemployed being 'fed. I 
saw the millions of, WP A workers, 
shamefaced, the butt of jokes by more' 
fortunate members of their communi-, 
ties. But when France fell on evil 
times I saw none of these things. 
Throughout the entire depression I 
never saw more than a hundreq. men 
in a bread line in the Paris indus
trial district. There was no dole, no 
WPA. 

Yet France had many more rea
sons for a depression than America. 
She had just finished an exhaust
Ing war. She was spending billions 
on an army and the Maginot Line. 
Her taxes were infinitely higher than 
ours. 

We in America, on the other hand, 
had a vast country of huge resources, 
then lightly taxed and with no cur
rency inflation. I think history will 
show that our black depression was 
the result of gambling, improvidence 
and the economic folly of hoping for 
something for nothing. . .. 
, What I saw in France led me in
evitably to compare Bosquet with an 
American. workingman. 
• Let us c.all him Joe Brown. A good 

fellow he worked hard and wanted 
\ ':.' . 
to do his best for his children-but 
there were a' lot of things ,against 
him. Joe made twice or three times 
the wages of Bo~quet, but every
thing cost him twice or three times 
as much. 

Before the dep:ression Joe lived 
in a: rented house and bought all the 
food that he and his family consumed. 
He' had an autoinobile, furniture, a 
radio' and a washing machine, which 
he didn't really own but was buying 
• 

"And yet it's all so simple," she 
murmurs. "If only:people lived here 
in the conntry, they'd see that the one 
thing that matters most in the whole 
worl~ Is the 'earth. And you've got 
-to eat, to be able to work, or'drive a 
tank, or make aD. airplane. You don't 
care if you live or. 'die, when you are 
starving. And if you don't care what 
I\appens to you, yo~ don't even want 
to build ships, ,and tanks, and gnns, 
much less make 'a new world when 
this war is over. Somehow, it seems 
as if life had gone all wrong, for there 
it Is,"so siinple and clear; if you'd 
only use your' eyes." 
, ' . CLAIRE LEIGHTON 

Give: Us This Day 
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on the installment plan. Joe was 
living all the while not on this month's 
wages but on the money he hadn't 
yet earned. And there were times 
when he wakened at night in a cold 
sweat, terrified over what would hap
pen to his family if he lost his job. 

And then one day it happened. 
Why, it was difficult to discover. 

Perhaps the market was glutted with 
the commodities Joe was paid to 
make, or perhaps there were too many 

,of them sold on the installment plan 
to people who could not pay for them. 
Joe was laid off. 

N ow, the laying-off -of one man 
or 100 men or 1,000 men shouldn't 
create a depression. - It· probably 
wouldn't have if Joe Brown, ii~Bos
quet, had owned his house and land. 

When Joe was laid off he hadn't a 
month's rent ahead. The automobile 
and the radio went back to the deal
er. Pretty soon, crestfallen and bit
ter, Joe was applying for relief. 

You may Say that Joe is an ex
ception and unimportant; but there 
again you would be wrong. Joe is 
vastly important to the economy of 
the United States because there are 
~o many of him. The commodities 
Joe and his fellow workers tum back, 
or do not buy, begin to clog the mar
ket, and more factories shut down; 
and the Joes begin to multiply at a 
terrific rate, each adding to the even
tual collapse. Presently the debacle 
involves white~collar workers and 
then the dealer from whom Joe and 
his friends bought their radios. 

, Soon a lot of farmers find that they 
can't get rid, of their pigs because 
no one lias the money to buy them, 
'and as ,likely as not th,e farmer is in 
no better situation economically than 
the fellows who can't ,buy his pigs. 
He too has be~n living a year ahead 
of himself on borrowed money. Thus 
the little slump becomes a "slight re~ 

:... . ~. "", .. ., . ,~. ".' . 

cession," and presently a 
finally the kind of a gigantic 
sion which very nearly 
nation. -

Joe Brown was not ~"'V""OUl .. r 
blame. His improvidence 
the fault of those who kept 

. suring him into buying what he 
not , pay for, on the doctrine that 
more you spend the greater will 
the prosperity. The real truth is 
in this country we have never had 
real prosperity for the past rt-U",-n.., 
tury.. we have had only 
booms and fantastic depressions. 
cycles can destroy even so rich 
nation as ours. 

A democracy is only as secure 
Jhe individual citizens who rt'11'Y1n'.;04 

it. If there is no individual ec()Uclmi,e 
security, there can be no 
prosperity for the nation. The laws 
of economics are as immutable as 
those of mathematics. There is no 
way to get something for nothing. 
The high-pressure, installment-plan 
"economists" are as dangerous and 
as wrong as the "economists" who 
seek to establish an economy of 
spending which can end only in one 
third of the population supporting 
the other two thirds. When that hap
pened to Rome, Rome died. 

I last heard from Bosquet a little 
while before the Germans took over 
all of France. He was still living 
in his little house, still working in 
the factory. He had food-his se
curity was so insignificant that the 
Nazis had overlooked his little gar
den. Multiplied by millions, how
ever, Bosquet's security is not in
significant. He Will be there when 
the Germans have gone, still secure. 
He will be ready not to live off a dole 
but to put his shoulder to the wheel 
with his fellow citizens. 

Three times within 75 years France 
has been invaded in a war of aggres
sion. Twice she has recovered to be
come again a world power. I believe 
France will recover the third time. 
A.nd I believe it will be largely be
c~use of B.osquet and the miI1ion~ of 
wQrkiagmen and peasants and whlte
collarwQrkers and shopkeepers, each 
with ,his'. own small individual secu
rity, his', human dignity, his self-re
liance. 
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LE WHEAT, 

by war and the tre
task of production with 

war immediately. confronted 
was a movement in agricul

aimed at the cooperative devel
by farmers and community 
of sound programs in land 

Broadly, it was an effort to 
to bear on national programs 

to benefit agriculture the ac
experience, as well as the 

capabilities, of the 
himself and his local govern-

agencies. Although this 
program, which came to be 
as county planning, failed to 
congressional support when it 

, and perhaps too belatedly, 
submitted to legislative debate, 

that was good in it has re-' 
and still is a force in the de

;velloplneIlt of rural life. 
That the problems of rural life 

cwhich county planning sought to deal 
. with are still with us, and are likely 
to grow more serious, was clearly 
evident in the discussions taking place 
at the rural life school at St. John's 
University in Collegeville this week. 
The lack of understanding which :;>till 
exists between the inhabitants of 
rural areas and urban communities 
serving them was described by Dr. J. 

-H. Kolb, professor of rural sociology 
at Wisconsin University in talking to 
the CollegevnIe group, as a force that 
might ultimately destroy rural life 
as we know it. Signs that mark the 
city limits can become lines of de
marcation something more than terri- . 
torial and tend to enh;mce this lack 
of understanding. There can be no 

"city limits" oIibroad community 
aims. 

It was pointed out in the. ·confer
ence that in very few communities do 
farmers and their families take any 
very active part in matters of school 
administration, dvic problems or even 
the handling of loans and insurance 
on their own farms. It was just such 
participation by farmers and citizens. 
of rural communities that the pro
gram of county cooperative land use 
planning sought to develop and make 
more effective. . The future may bring 
forth a more effective instrument for 
meeting the problems of rural life for 
an increasingly mechanized agricul
ture operating in a predominantly in
dustrial nation than cooperative coun-
ty planning. The fact remains, how
ever, that the idea of community co
operation in qual areas that does not 
recognize "city limits" but thinks .. 
first of human aspirations must con-,J 
tinue to be even more definitely at 
the heart and center of any such 
undertaking. 

Minneapolis tribune. 

The colonial strength of America 
was in its small towns. The pioneer on 
the frontier moved ever forWard with 
confidence, backed up by small thriv
ing centers' or outposts. The little 
towns prospered and developed for 
many reasons .. They were the depots 
of distribution for community com
modities. Their people bought and 
sold and shipped the products there. 
Business was thriving. Churches, 
schools, community buildings were 
erected and cheerfully supported. The 
surplus of earnings was pooled in 
what was known as the' town bank. 
This bank used the people's money 
as a source of credit for the develop
ment and expansion of the small vil
lage.. What a picture of thrift, of 
growth and wholesome economy and 
culture! They sang the songs of the 
prairie, tbe river-man, the cowboy, 
the lumberjack and the farmer. The 
village band and community song-
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We MfJllrn'. • • 
ms EMINENCE LUIGI CARDINAL 

MAGLIONE, Papal Secretary .. of 
State.' . 

THE MOST REV. EDWARD jos~ 
EPH HANNA, D.D., former Arch
bishop of San Francisco. • 

THE MOST REV. ANTHONY JOS
EPH SCHULER, D.D., Retired 
Bishop of EI Paso. 

THE RT. REV. BRUNO RYAN, 
0.C.8.0., Abbot of New Melleray 
Abbey. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. GEORGE 
JOHNSON, General Secretary, Na
tionlll Catholic Eedncation Asso
ciation. 

sters, ·the home-talent players and 
pageanteers gave visible and audible 

. cultural expression. I say emphatical
ly, America, rebuild your small towns. 

REV. HUBERT E. DUREN. 

. Starved bodies are fertile groUllds 
for seeds of communism or an.y of 
the 'related -"isms." There is a strong 
connection betw{len physical food and 
spiritual food. Christ recognized this 
when He chose the. most important 
product of the kitchen-the staff of 
life-bread-to be His Sacred Body. 
When the multitude gathered to listen 
to His words, He did not want them to 
go away hungry. They needed physi
cal strength to live up to His teach
ings. He multiplied the loaves and 
fishes that all might be well fed. And 
so it is that the kitchen is a holy place. 
The· influence' of the homemaker in
her kitchen is more far reaching and 
important than any profession for a 
woman. 

There are many beautiful practices 
handed downfrcim one generation's 
mothers to the next. These prayers 
and devotions must not be lost or 
forgotten. There is the touching 
prayer to be said after mixing bread. 
Make the Sign of the Cross over the 
dough and say "Bless this bread, Oh 
Jesus, that all who partake of it may 
thereby be strengthened in body and 
soul to do Thy Holy Will in all 
things." 

MRS .. MARK McDONALD. 
Winonan Sunday Visitor. 
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Mr. President, I' was born and 
reared on a farm. I have done farm 
work. I know something of the never
ending toil necessary to make farm 
life a success. On coming to the Sen
ate, I asked and ,received an'appoint
ment to the great committee on Agri
culture and Forestry. The lack of 
knowledge of the problems of the 
farmer, both in that committee and in 
the Senate, has been a matter of in
terest arid wonder to me. If all ,of us 
were better acquainted with the dif
ficult lot of those who till the soil, I 
think they would receive better treat
ment at the hands of the government 
and the congress. The farmer has to 
contend with the elements" pests, the 
high cost of those things which he has 
to buy, and many other problems, and 
when his crop is made, he is one of 
the few who cannot demand a certain 
price for his product, as do others. He 
has to take what he can get in un
certain markets. Early one cO,ld morn
ing last fall as I was driving along 
the, highway in Arkansas, I passed a 
cotton field. The farmer and his 
family were picking cotton. As I 
watched the littlechilIed fingers pick-

ing this valuable crop, I thought then, 
as I think now, that there are few 
other groups of our people who give 
as much to their Nation as do our 
farmers. I, for one, shall continue 
my efforts to see that the farmer gets 
justice. Farming is the basic asset 
of this Nation. When the farmer is 
prosperous, the rest of us are pros
perous. He is entitled to special con
sideration at the hands of his Gov
ernment and the Congress. 

HATTIE W. CARAWAY 

Before the U. S. Senate. 

One interesting item keeps crop
ping up in this war, just as it did in 
the last one. James MacDonald re
fers to it in a dispatch to this news
paper from a hot spot near Caen. He 
saw the Norman peasants' going' 
"about their workaday chores in the 
midst of battle," plowing, harrowing, 
looking after their livestock or "driv
ing their donkey-drawn milk carts 
toward Bayeaux." The Allied shells 
whistling over their heads might have 
been birds of passage, for all they' 
seemed to care. IJ was so just be
hind the old western Front fwenty-

'II 

DO YOU SUPPOSE? 

Marie des Angea 

Do you suppose, when Our dear Lord 
Was just a little Boy, 

He did the hundred funny things 
That give a baby joy? 

He'd splash His chubby little feet 
Through all the' muddy puddles, 

And scare the fluffy baby chicks 
,Front out their (lozy huddles? 

And make wee baskets out of burrs? 
And "yes-no" daisy petals? 

And take rus Mother's wooden spoons 
To drum upon the kettles? 

And come in hungry from His play 
And ask for "jus' a crus' "? 

Then run back barefoot, so rus toes 
CO,old draw things in the dust? 

And tie a great big ribbon bow 
Around. poor, squirming Kitty? 

Then, just to hear the Puppy bark, 
Sing loud and endless ditty? ' 

,And feed the snowy doves with 
crumbs 

Of home-made bread and cake? 
And set a raisin-dimpled boy of 

Gingerbread to bake? 

And get up on big Joseph's back 
To take a camel ride? ' 

With flower~chains for bridle-reins 
And a cat-tail whip, beside? ' 

And crawl on all fours, like a bear 
To, tease poor Donkey gray? 

And catch some little fire-fly 
To make him light by day? 

And make flat stones to skip the 
brook? 

And get stung up and nettled ? 
And blow at dandelion-heads 

And watch where each seed settled ? 

And set up store beside the road 
With market-value rates 

, For burdock cheeses all in piles 
On woven marsh-grass plates? 

And kneel down every night at dusk 
With reverence tired and sweet 

To bend His sleepy head to kiss 
His Guardian Angel's feet? 

Do you believe the little Christ 
With eyes of Mary's blue 

Could romp and play and laugh and 
pray 

Like my little boy? . • • I do. 

odd years ago. It is so in many 
in many languages. In i""lrrn,~~ 
the peasant is normally prOISllPrn 

In the Balkans he is poor. In 
he is poorer still. But everywhere 
is man attached to the land , 
to it and loving it with more-and 
than the romanticist's 
Whether or not he owns it, it is in 
his eyes his land and no other's, for 
on the earth level the man who plows 
and digs is owner in the sight of God 
and Nature. Even in Russia, on the 
vast collective farm, he has his little 
individual plot. 

The conquerors march by, and after 
them the liberators, but the land re
mains. There is the time of plow
ing and planting, the time of cultiva
tion, the time of reaping. Animals are 
ma,ted, and have their young, arid the 
young mature. The cherry orchard 
or the apple orchard is knee high to
day but will bear abundantly a few 
years hence. If the trees are de
stroyed in battle;' new ones wiII be 
set out. The armies cannot be there 
always. Growth has its chance be
tween the years of the trumpets. It 
has been so before; It may be so 
again. The peasant watches the sea
sons pass. He watches while a mon
arch> falls, a republic rises, a new des
potism seizes the republic. But 
mostly he watches the weather. It 
is only when his work is interfered 
with too often that he rebels. Then, 
for a while, he shows that he is not 
phlegmatic. 

The name is out of order on this 
restless continent. The American 
share-cropper may be worse off than 
many European peasants, but he is 
attached to no one bit of land. Like 
Hie tumbleweed, he follows the un
happy wind. The independent Amer
ican farmer is the peasant liberated 
and expanded. One likes to believe 
that he and' all others who work the 
land, ~ill some day own freely the 
soil they till. One hopes, too, that 
they will retain the old earthy virtues, 
that wars will not trouble them any 
more, and that they will continue to 
love the crumbling loam and all good 
things that grow thereon. For it is 
on the open fields that all our towers 
are built. 

New York Times. 
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r"CK 

of Bishops. 
, Iowa, boasts of many 

At the top is Sister Domi
O.S.F.., who for fifty consecutive 
has taught iIi St. Frand~ Ele

School. Priests, Bishops, 
men, and "just farmers" have 

through the mill. The rurality 
has made the record 

The NCRLC was there to 

grated cheeses may look alike 
you, but a gentle sniff and the 

trained feelers can tell you 
a cow pastured, who milked 

and who made the cheese. The 
,Brothers sing while they cheese
! Arid what cheeses! 

Cradle 

'ItOj~_G."'.AR Bay 

mass. Great meeting at fair
Beloved Bishop Rhode pres-

Father Duren sang only two 
(Why shouldn't he?) He 

and fished, he hunted and' 
as a barefoot boy on the 

shortly after Mar
set foot on the Missouri shores 

: The Salm Brothers (count 
If you can) at their best! 

Concordia 
It's hard to get there, but don't 

let that stop you. A royal Host 
Bishop lives there. Sisters and priests 
are deeply interested. A toast to a 
Diocese without streetcars. Thank 
God! 

Those Jesuits Agalnl 
We needed Commando troops to do 

some barnstroming for Rural Life, 
and Father Zuercher, S. ]., Provincial, 
allowed us our choice. No matter 
what the work, they are there with 
the goods. 

Schooling AlongI 
St. Louis: New faces; new con

verts; new possibilities. 
Marycrest, Davenport, for the St. 

Ambrose Summer School. We always 
ask "Where shall we .look for the 
future of the Catholic Church in 
Iowa?" The cities? But whence the 
cities? Fine Catholic Parishes in Iowa 
are being squeezed out by Mennon
ites. They are not.to blame, but we 
are. . ' 

Goltry, Oklahoma', where Off 'the 
Track harvested his own brea)dast 
in the Church wheat field, and reaped 
an invading army of chiggers (use 
sulphur to smother the pesky. crit
ters). To Oklahoma City for a visit 
with that ever-charming and alert 
Apostle, Bishop Kelly. 

A. & M. professors, Extension 
Workers, F. S. A. leaders, Soil Con
servation "doctors." A toast to the 
kingly hospitality of the sovereign 
state of Oklahoma. 

Southern Indiana evokes pleasant 
memQries of Convention days in 1938 
-Vincennes; Bishop Ritter, who is 
ever on the spot; A Rural Life Sun
day; Father Marchino, the hard
driving Director. 

Jasper-with its Cathedral spires 
and the tradition of a glorious past 
and most prosperous, present. 

St. Meinrad's with far-planning 
Father Abbot Ignatius, O.S.B.; A 
question: How can a lone brother 
with only two hands pull the ropes of 
eight bells and keep them ringing at 
the same time (the time being 3: 30 
a. m.) . 

Ferdinand, with its beautiful 
church and convent, overlooking a 
lovely countryside. 
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West Baden, with the ever-ques
tioning Jesuits. 

St. Mary of the Woods, much more 
rural-minded than one could hope 
for: furthermore, a Community with 
its roots in the soil. 

Oldenburg and its walled Convel;lt 
and Monastery, like a bit of old 
Europe in Hoosier-land. 

To be a guest of Father Kelly, 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, and to' visit 
Antioch College is a double pleasure. 
Dr. Morgan and the whole group 
stimulate one. We met a number of 
fine Catholic Community leaders. We 
wish they could work with us, too! 

Wisconsin should be all over the 
. U. S. during the summer. What more 
could one wish for than Mount Mary, 
St. Mary's Academy, and Campion in 
Prairie du Chien, or the Notre Dame 
Motherhouse in .Milwaukee. 

The Institutes at Aquinas College 
and Marywood were enlivened by 
Father Adams' discussion technique, 
and honored by the presence of His 
Excellency, The Most Rev. F. J. 
Haas and many priests. 
, No matter how hot it might be 

. ~d how difficult the journey, take the 
ozadvice of an old pilgrim. Don't miss 
a Rural Life School for Farmers in 
Taylor, Texas. It was the most re
vealing and instructive experience. A 
toast to Williamson County-its 
priests, its people. 

We are here to testify that the 
Philopatrians are not stuffed shirts. 
There was much discussion and in
terest in the meetings in. Philadelphia, 
Allentown (Msgr. Fink is a great 
builder), at Rosemont's charming 
Campus, and at Mother Drexel's. 

Maryknoll, my Maryknoll! You 
ought to hear the boys singing it on 
the front steps. The Conference's 
message is going over the world; 
men of Maryknoll will wing it over 
the seas, to the Pampas and to the 
Equator, from Zenith to Nadir. 
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Habits of Thrift 
"In addition to reducing the cost 

of living, the cooperative stores would 
train our working people and con
sumers generally in habits of saving, 
in careful expenditure, in business 
methods, and in the capacity for co
operation. When the working classes 
have learned to make the sacrifices' 
and to' exercise the patience required 
by the ownership and operation of co
operati:ve stores, they will be equipPed 
to undertake a great variety of tasks 
and projects which benefit the com
munity immediately and all its con
stituent members ultimately. They 
will then realize the folly of excessive 
selfishness and senseless individual
ism. Until they have acquired this 
knowledge, training and capacity, de
sirable extensions of governmental 
action in industry will not be at
tended by a normal amount of suc
cess. No machinery of government 
can operate automatically, 'and no 
official and bureaucratic administra
tion of such machinery can ever be a 
substitute for intelligent interest and 
cooperation by the individuals of the 
community." 

The Bishops' Program of 
Social Reconstruction (I9I9J 

Common 'nterest 
"As an economic enterprise, the 

professional cooperative association 
should tend, to organize . . . cooper
ation under all its aspects, namely: 
cooperation of credit, of production, 
of sale; people's savings-banks, local 
cooperatives, affiliation to a central 
cooperative; duly incorporated, and 
capable of extending to the !flembers 
of the professional association the 
means of turning to good account the 
principles exPounded in the diverse 
study groups. For, without these 
principles, it would seem impossible 
to maintain the spirit absolutely nec
essary to cooperation. We refer here 
to the ideas of common interest, social 
justice, devotion, and loyalty that the 
virtue of cooperati()n implies and de
mands." 

J oint Pastoral Letter by the Bish
ops of the Province of Quebec, I937 
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Mutual Assistance 
"In answer to the appeal of the 

Pontiff, works of beneficence and 
, charity began to multiply; in addi

tion, everywhere there sprang up 
daily an ever-increasing number of 
new associations, by which, under the 
guidance of her priests, workingmen, 
craftsmen, wage-earners of every class 
could give and receive mutual assist
ance and support." 

Pius XI, 1931 

Unselfish Purposes 
"It has been my observation made 

not only during the time I spent in 
Europe but also on my return to 
America nearly forty years ago that 
the Cooperatives require in some way 
a spiritual foundation, a homogeneity 
of membership and a complete setting 
aside of selfish purposes. Cooper
atives throve best in small communi
ties or in such sections where the 
people 'Were of one heart and one 
mind in spiritual matters and out of 
this came the impulse to work to
gether in temporal -affairs. ,I regret 
,to say that even with the ;1ooper
atives it is difficult in our larger cen
ters to compete against the great firms 
that have sprung up." 

MOST REV. 

THOMAS H. McLAUGHLIN, D.D. 
Bishop of Paterson. 

Distinctive Principles 
"The Rochdale Foundation, has 

justly acquired international fame 
and support because of the distinc
tive principles which govern its organ
ization and procedure. All too often 
corporations with a profit motive have 
been presented to our American peo
ple in the guise of cooperatives. 
Their failure to achieve lasting results 
has militated against the establish
ment of cooperatives. These latter 
are totally distinct in concept and 
purpose from the principles which 
underlie profit corporations. It is 
highly important therefore to re-em
phasize the original Rochdale prin
ciples with, however, such spiritual 
interpretation which the Church alone 
can make fully effective." 

MOST REv. KARL J. ALTER, D.D. 
Bishop of Toledo. 

, Christian Brotherhood 
"Cooperatives make possible 

better realization of both SOcial' 
tice and soci~l charity-the 
because they aim to achieve a 
widespread ownership of private 
ductive .property and a more equita~ 
ble distribution of the goods of the 
earth, and the latter because they. 
hold high the standards of mutual 
aid and social collaboration in the 
spir!t of Christian brotherhood:" 

MOST REV. A. J. MUENCH, D.D. 
Bishop of F.argo. 

Practical Benefit 
"Experience,both in our own coun

try and elsewhere, has sufficiently 
demonstrated the practical' benefit of 
the Cooperatives,and the fact that 
they are in accord with our Catholic 
philosophy is amply attested by the 
fine words of encouragement given by 
our Popes and Bishops of the last 
half century." 

MOST REv. R. O. GEROW, D.D. 
Bishop oj Natchez. 
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Fuller Living 
success of the Cooperative 

ovemelilt in many European coun
and its remarkable growth 
our neighbors to the north, 

years, should cause the men 
women of this nation to learn and 
put. into practice, as fits their 

the principles of the Rochdale 
to the end that they 

enjoy fuller economic, social and 
lives." 

MOST REV. 

WILLIAM A. GRIFFIN, D.D. 
Bishop of Trenton. 

Multiple Advantages 
"Given the solid spiritual founda

the economic cooperation edifice 
be a grand success redounding 

- multiple advantages for all who 
make use of it. I hope to behold in 
our country this edifice rise higher 
and higher." 

MOST REV. CHARLES D. WHITE, D.D. 
Bishop of Spokane. , 

Lasting Values 
"Cooperatives strike at the root of 

the modern evil of selfishness, greed 
and exaggerated individualism. These 
vices are not only anti-social but are 
contrary to the great Christian law 
of the 'love of neighbor.' A con
sciousness of the brotherhood of man 
is indeed necessary in the minds of 
cooperators, if associations of this 
kind are to continue to contribute 
lasting values to human society. Co
operatives respect the freedom and 
rights of the individual, thereby strik
ing that happy Christian balance be
tween the individual and human soci
ety that the Church has advocated 
throughout the centuries. The Church 
has advocated associations of this 
kind and Pius XI credits the ency
clical of Leo 'for the fact that among 
farmers and others of the middle class 
most useful associations of this kind 
are seen flourishing to a notable de
gree and' increasing day by day . . . 
in which spiritual development and 
economic benefit are happily com-, 
bined.' " 

MOST REv. 
P. W. BARTHOLOME, D.D. 
Coadjutor Bishop of St. Cloud. 

Community Welfare 
"Burdens must be shared and com

mon problems must be taken up and 
solved on the basis of the just rights 
and the proper needs of the indio: 
vidual and of the welfare of the com
munity. No agency is more conduc
ive to this end than the properly or
ganized and mau'aged cooperative. 
Many cooperatives are such only in 
name; true cooperatives are both 
democratic and Christian in spirit. 
The time is ripe for the extension and 
expansion of the latter, and we wel
come the occasion of the Centennial 
of this establishment of the Rochdale 
Pioneers to express the ardent hope 
that the Church will continue to lend 
her influence to the development of 
this agency as expressive of, and 
helpful to, the more considerate and 
charitable attitude that is manifesting 
itself in social and economic relations 
as well as in the domain of religion." 

MOST REV. J. H. PESCHGES, D.D. 
Bishop of Crookston. 
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Cooperative Stores , 
"More impOrtant and more effec

tive than any government regulation 
of prices would be the establishment 
of cooperative stores. The'enormous 

. toll taken from industry by the vari
ous classes of middlemen is now fully 
realized. The astonishing difference 
between the price received by the 
producer and that paid by the con
sumer has become a scandal of our 
industrial system. The obvious and 
direct means of reducing this discrep
ancy and abolishing unnecessary mid
dlemen is the operation of retail and 
wholesale mercantile concerns under 
the ownership and management of 
the consumers. This is no Utopian 
scheme. It has been successfully car
ried out in England and Scotland 
through the Rochdale system. Very 
few serious efforts of this kind have 
been made in this country because 
our people have not felt the need of 
these cooperative enterprises as keen
ly as the European working classes, 
. and because we have been too impa

" tient and too individualistic to make 
, 't~ necessary sacrifices to be content 

"*ith moderate benefits and gradual 
progress. Nevertheless, our superior 
energy, initiative~nd commercial ca
pacity will enable us, once we set 
about the task earnestly, even to sur
pass what has been done in England 
and Scotland." 

The Bishops' Program of 
Social Reconstruction (I9I9) 

Social Justice 
"When men learn to live together 

by Christian Cooperation instead of 
handicapping each other by unre
strained and frequently unjust forms 
of competition (which are remnants 
of the antiquated and unchristian 
theory of the survival of the fittest), 
this world will be a better place for 
man to live in. Cooperatives; based 
and conducted on the principles of 
Christian Justice and Charity, are an . 
expression and evidence of the appli
cation of Christian principles to our 

. ordinary everyday lives as members 
of society." 

MOST REV. 

-ALBERT L. FLETCHER, D.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Little Rock. 

75 



RURAL LEADERSHIP AND 
THE CLERGY 

William A. Griffin. D.D. 

What influence ought the cle~gy 
exert in the rural communities to 
which they are sent? What about 
the attitude of the pastors of city 
parishes towards the problems of the 
Church in the rural or semi-rural 
areas? How can all priests, and 
through them religious teachers and 
the laity, .be aided to a better under
standing and the eventual solution of 
the rural life problems of a given dio
cese ? We must find the answers and 
provide solutions, if Holy Mother 
Church is to make any further real 
and permanent progress in this coun-
try. . 

To begin with there is,a fundamen
tal answer to all the ,above questions. 
Let the priest always keep in mind 
that he is a prie~t, by his very ordi
nation a SACER-DOS-God's sacred 
gift to mankind; that he is sent by 
divine appointment on a mission 
whose field is not a given parish or • 
diocese, but the world; whose end is 
the glory of God and the salvation 
of souls' everywhere; whose means 
are the sacraments and the preaching 
of the Gospel; the object of whose 
teaching. is everything knowable, 
from the deep things IN God to all 
things OUTSIDE OF God; and the 
safeguard of' whose teaching is the 
gift of infallibility,vested not indeed' 
in the individual priest or bishop, but 
in the priesthood taken as a whole. 

Mission-mindedness has now de
veloped in the priests, religious and 
laity of the United States so that the 
whole world looks upon America as 
the safe and secure hope of the Mis
sions. May we not expect that 
RURAL-MINDEDNESS will come 
into its own and be given equal rec
ognition within the next decade or 
two? 

To set up chapels and churches 
immediately for the people in neglect
ed rural areas is not always neces~ 
sary. But at least give them the 
priest and the Sunday Mass;' the au-
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ditorium of a public school, a local 
hall, the lower floor of a rented house 
will suffice for the purpose. Provide 
regular religious instructions for their 
children; for you will be surprised to 
find how very many of them are spir
itual illiterates~ This jis to bring the 
dawn of Easter to many benighted 

'communities with comparatively lit
tle expense, with only a modicum of 
sacrifice on the part of the priest, but 
with what real joy to his Christ-like 
heart. Let the chapels and the 
churches come as an intermediate 
enterprise. In the meantime count 
the marriages validated, the people 
returned to the Sacraments, the first 
Communions that otherwise would 
not have been received, the now reg
ular attendance at Mass, the homes 
brightened by the pervading joys of 
religion, the articulate Catholicity of 
the community. 

No doubt you must ofUtrl have 
wondered at the negligible amount of 
space given items of rural news in 

. our metropoHtan Catholic weeklies. 
Just why are events of local Catholic 
interest in the outlying rural areas of 
a semi-rural diocese not considered 
as news by the editorial boards of 
some diocesan weeklies? Is it be
cause these weeklies are privately 
owned and privately controlled? Is 
it because in times of depression they 
can't afford the necessary expense of . 
reporting and editing rural life items, 
and because in times of prosperity the 
sto/ckholders expect larger dividends? 
Is it because the rural clergy, fail to 
make their cause known to the proper 
authority, or, having made it known, 
fail of favorable hearing? These 
questions have much to do with 
priestly leadership in rural commu
nities; and the whole deplorable sit
uation has much to do with the 
tenuous influence of the Church in 
these same areas. We do not know 
the answers to these questions, but 
one fact stands out prominently for 
all to observe: The amount of news 
space in some Catholic papers allotted 
to the work of the Church in the 
rural areas supposed to be covered by 

these papers is zero or 
And the sooner this shabby 
not deliberate treatment of 
Catholics is uncovered and 
the better it will be for the 
leadership of the clergy eve,r"""h.;. 
for the Church's progress in 
ban and rural areas and for the 
olic press as well. 
Catholic weeklies please note' 
rural-mindedness must increase in 
next ten years as ml:sSl(m-mlll1d~~nl 
has i~creased in the past ten 
and a mission - minded 
clergy is logically becoming 
minded. It is all part of 
sacerdotal leadership. 

In concluding, then, may I sugaest 
to the priests, especially' if they" . 
labored long in city parishes and are 
later to be assigned as pastors of rural 
parishes; that they keep in mind a 
sine qua non of human relations as 
applied to rural life. It is this: Ap
proach rural people and their prob
lems with an habitual attitude of 
sympathetic understanding. This ad
monition would be superfluous, were 
it not for the fact that disregard of it 
in already too many instances has 

nullified the best efforts of a newly 
appointed country pastor,. just ar
rived from a curacy in the city. If 
he had only known and understood 
beforehand that the urban philosophy 
of life of his Cathedral curacy, where 
there were few parishioners and many 
transients cannot be transported , . 
with him to his new assignment III 

the country where the people are all 
parishioners and none transients! 
Yes, IF. How brilliantly his spiritual 
leadership would have shone out, and 
how really efficacious would have 
been his ministrations. 
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eKED CORN 

in the graduating class of a 
high school were asked to 

plans for the future. With-
:c:excepltion, they said they in
to migrate to some large city. 
is understandable. The town 

they live has only 1,200 in
and its sole industry is 

to the summer visitors. There 
outlet for ambition. 
a char.ming town, reached by 
concrete highways. It fronts 

deep land-locked harbor and it' 
spring-fed water supply of nota-

has a library, an excellent high 
municipal tennis courts and 
beach, a small airport and a' 

theater. 
are two golf courses within 
distance, and a few miles 

is one of the best hospitals in 
It is cold in winter with 
The summer climate is 

with cool nights and 
days, untroubled by mos

In the neighborhood of the 
is some small-scale farming~ 

very prosperous. 
Now let us look at what a young 

will find when he leaves this 
for a big city. . 

Jobs will be easier to secure and 
pay more-when the times are 

In bad times there will be no 
and neighbors upon whom to 

Instead of living within a few min
of one's occupation, and having 

at home, one will spend up to 
hours a day in travel to and from 

on crowded street cars and 
at a cost of about $5 a month. 

The city offers more cultural oppor
.LUn:ltl(~S~-c(m(:p.r:t<; lectures, museums, 

galleries-but without much 
for their enjoyment. There is 

opportunity to watch games-
to play them. The city offers a . 

range of choice in movies-in 
oddly enough, not as great a 
as the small town enjoys. 

The city gives the individual more 
the price of possible 

loneliness. The city dweller has many 
'acquaintances~relatively few friends. 

I know a small-town boy who made 
good in a big.city. He is now so "suc-' 
cessful" that he can take a week off 
now and then to fish or hunt. His 
classmates who remained in the small 
town can hunt every day in season 
and have ,trout streams within a 20-
minute motor ride. 

They live in houses, surrounded by 
flowers, and grow their own vegeta
bles. He pays $300 a month for an 
apartment which is never free of coal 
soot and from which the only sounds 
he can hear are streetcar bells and 
the screech of brakes. When he visits 
his boyhood home the stillness keeps 
him awake. He has all but forgotten 
the taste of a really fresh vegetable. 

There is, of course, no ideal dom~ 
icile. If the city has its drawbacks, 
so has the small town. And the bal
ance of assets and liabilities depends 
on the individual. 'Some like the noise 
and bustle of the metropolis, the ease 
with which one can shift from the 
throng to solitude and back again. 
Others prefer the quiet and slowness 
of tempo of the small community. It 
is a matter, I suppose, of "real" wages 
-that is, one's income in terms of 
satisfaction rather than of money. 
Each person has to determine that for 
himself. There are no rules. 

On the purely physical plane, the 
small town certainly has it all over 
the big one. In comfort it is 'way 
ahead. But the metropolis has a lure 
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for the adventurous; and at our pres
ent state of unbalance between agri
culture and industry, and between big 
industry and small, the city will con
tinue to have its appeal for youth. 

HOWARD VINCENT O'BRIEN 

Chicago Daily News 

A Farm Owner a Year 
It seems to me that a plan, where

by renters could be helped to locate 
in the township of the,church, would 
be of greater and more lasting benefit 
than almost any investment made 
with parish funds. If help could be 
given the better renters to become 
owners, perhaps several generations 
of farm owners would be retained' in 
the parish. If only one such renter 
could become an' owner each year, 
consider what it would mean to a 
parish in twenty-five years: twenty
five families retained in the parish in 
addition to those that come in the 
ordinary course of' events. 

Look also to the advantages it 
would give the parish in social and 
economic life. A rural parish is 

, h~dicapped in its social life because 
oT lack of numbers. Its influence in 
the community is small because its 
membership is small and often inar
ticulate. Twenty-five new, progres
sive landowners would make a big 
difference. 

JOSEPH M. BROWN. 

Two-thirds of the world's people 
are normally engaged in agriculture, 
feeding themselves and the remain
ing one-third. 

TO ST. JOHNIS UNIVERSITY 
S. M. Thorfinnson 

Hills and vales with pinetrees sighing 
Gardens, flowers, fruit laden trees, 

All the fragrance of the .woodland 
Borne on every vagrant breeze. 

Quiet, Peace, Serene Contentment, 
Plenty-earned by' honest toil. 

Monuments of man's endeavor, 
Showing wise use of the soil. 

All about one sees the beauty 
Of a Vision, backed by work; 

Sanctuary here for builders, 
Dreamers, not for those who shirk. 

May your dreams and plans continue, 
May your buildings' always rest 

On their present firni foundations, 
May you never lose your zest. 
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The HereditaryHome 
Ten years ago I -vi,sited about 100 

farms in northern Europe and I was 
amazed at the substantial and well 
equipped farm buildings on relatively 
small farms, mostly 50 to 100 acres in 
area. Such a farm might have build
i,ngs that wouid cost $50,000 in our 
country to construct. I marveled how 
so much capital was accumulated. 
The barns were nearly all built of 
brick, with tile roofs and many had 
iron I-beams with brick arches over 
the stable ~nd under the haymow. 

Then I began to notice over the 
entrance to the barns the name of the 
builder and the date lettered in beau
tiful script, usually in several colors. 
Some of the barns were built in the 
17th century, more in the 18th, but 
most in the 19th century, particular
ly during the Napoleonic Wars, when 
prices of farm products were high. 
On questioning the farmer I would 
learn that his great-great-'grandfather 
built the brick walls, his grandfather 
tore off the thatch and put on the tile 
roof, wIlile his father installed electric 
lights, and·the son running water. In 
three of these European countries a 
decade ago, practically all the farm
steads had electric light and power. 
Likewise with the houses, they were 
usually large enough for, two families 
or else two houses were on the farm. 
In central Europe the barn and house 
are often under one roof. Turning 
off the road you go by the manure 
pile (symbol of good farming), 
through the barn to the house at the 
back, beyond which there was usu
ally a beautiful garden. The center 
haIl of the house is a continuation of 
the center driveway of the barn, and 
on the two sides of this central hall 
there were commonly four rooms on 
the first floor, four on the second, ang 
two on the third floor under the roof. 
In northern Europe the large house 
usually faces the barnyard and the 
road beyond, with large barns, like 
wings, extending to the road on either 
side. Down this center hall of the 
house I have counted as many as five 
hope chests. Five generations of 
brides have come to that home, bring
ing their linen dowry in the large, 
beautifully carved oak and walnut 
chests. 
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Kingdoms and corporations have 
come and gone; bonds and stocks 

_ have paid interest and dividends for 
awhile and then their value has dis
appeared. But the land remains, sup
porting the same family for centuries. 

O. E. Baker 
Methodist Rural Pastors' 
Conference 

One-Man Farm Equipment 
Recognizing that it is socially de

sirable to encourage the ownership of 
one-family farms, farm equipment 
manufacturers are making some far
sighted plans for the postwar period. 
They believe that there will be a 
strong trend among war workers and 
returning veterans toward the owner
ship of small farms, and that these 
men will want and need new light 
weight and low cost farm machinery. 
Already, the International Harvester 
Company has developed a new one
man pick-up baler, a new field en
silage harvester, and a new small type _ 
combine. 

!tis the small one-family farm that 
has been at the base -of this country's 
successful development. ./Their de
cline in number coincided with the 
lessening of the agricultural influ
ences during the late nineteenth cen
tury, from which in turn can be dated 
much of our drifting away from origi
nal principles toward a regime of bu
reaucracy and centralization. 

The farm family, and the farm that 
goes with it, are still the cradle of 

Who does not know the story of the 
giant Antaeus who drew from the 
earth such strength as to make him 
invincible? 

Everyone he encountered had, a 
great fear of him except Hercules 
who was about half his size. Engag
ing in a wrestling bout with Hercules, 
Antaeus gathered new strength from 
the earth every time his opponent 
threw him. 

Finally Hercules discovered how 
new strength came to the giant as he 
fell back upon the bosom of his 
mother, the earth. Seizing Antaeus 
he held him aloft, so that separated 
from the source of his power, he sur
rendered. 

Just as Antaeus was dependent 
upon the earth, so are we, drawing 
from it our food, fuel and raw ma
terials from which are fashioned 
everything from furniture and kitchen 
utensils to the munitions of war. 

EDITH JOHNSON 
The Daily Oklahoman 

liberty and free enterprise, and 
must be brought back to their 
proud estate if we are to, regain 
strengthen our national sinews. 
long has the trend been in the 
direction toward big commercial 
,tory farms operating with plave 
called tenants and share-croppers. 
some measure that trend was 
ly encouraged by the farm 1U1IJICIJllt; 

companies themselves. Their 
"right-about-face" in 
on the rebuilding of our UU't::-I':UiU 

farm agriculture is therefore 
and is bound to help a great deal 
reestablishing many of our ideals 
principles that have been 
p.yt aside and forgotten. 

The Rural New Yorker 

Bees and Clover 
Dr. Martin, of Iowa State College, 

who has devoted much study to the 
pollination of clover has made 
interesting estimates. He calls 
tention to the fact· that a single 
flower head contains about one 
dred separate florets. To set seed 
each floret requires an 
visit of a bee. Considering the num
ber of clover blossoms open at 
time we see at once that a heavy con
centration of bees is needed to secure 
full pollination. 

It is commonly said that a colony 
of bees is enough for an acre of blo~m 
but it is probable that ten colOllies 

is nearer the number needed to insure 
full pollination of clover bloom. The 
number required to harvest the larg-

. 't different est honey crop IS qUI e a 
problem from the number need~d to 
make sure all the blossoms are trIpped, 
at the time they are ready for pol-
lination. 

American Bee JourtUll. 
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Bread 
or Live Loaf? You 

'which you please. White
naturally associated with 

in the expression "dead 
Nobody says "dead blue" 
brown." White bread, with
live germ, is dead bread. 

is more like blotting 
real bread. Real live 

"staff of life," with all 
germ and all the other 

the wheat berry in 'it, is 

White Death Loaf, besides 
the resistance of the body 

disease, kills the spirit and 
to breed the yes-men and she

which England is now in
The steel roller millers re

the live germ from the wheat 
for sale at many times the price 
white ghost of flour thus mur-
Most so-called "brown bread" 

made of the usual white 
flour mixed with some 

and is accordingly as germless, 
and as dead as white 

If only the idea could be got 
that "white bread is good 

for the servants," there 
be a large demand for real 

brown bread. Influential persons 

to set an example by eating real 
Strong color is evidence of 

goodness in food. 'Paleness is poor
in food as in health. White 

flour makes white faces. 
Bread is not real bread unless it 

is made (1) lrom whole wheat, (2) 
grown on compost-fertilized soil, (3) 
ground between' stones . immediately 
before baking, and (4) made with

'out kneading. Any other bread is 
imitation bread. One ofthe few free
doms left us in wartime is the free
dom to be fOQlish enough to prefer 
murdered bread. . 

The Weekly Review 

The Chr;$t;~n Harvest 
One of the major effects of this 

war-and one which we may hope 
will be permanent-is the re-estab
lishment of the importance of agri
culture in popular, estimation. The 
nation has ploughed up and planted 
considerable tracts of land that were 
formerly unproductive and has done 
it "for dear life." It may, then, be 
considered appropriate to remind 
practising Christians of the ancient 
and laudable custom of offering first
fruits to God at the harvest-festival 
and to make it clear that the Church, 
in her liturgy, assumes that there 
will be such an offering and such a 
festival. 

Round about the feast of the As
sumption of our Lady (August 15th), 

, which used to be known as "Our 
Lady-in-Harvest," we have a series 
of Sundays (XI-XX Sundays after 
Pentecost) in whose Masses refer
ences are made to the harvest. 

" For example, on the 11th Sunday, 
the communion-anthem is : "Honour 
the Lord with thy substance and 
with the first of all thy fruits, and' 
thy barns shall be filled with aburr- , 
dance and thy presses shall run over ' 

'with wine." 
On the 12th Sunday, the com

munion-anthem, again, has: "The 
earth shall be filled with the fruit of 
Thy works, 0 Lord, that Thou may- ' 
est britlg bread from the earth, and 
wine to rejoice the heart of man." 

On the 13th Sunday: "Thou hast 
given us Bread from Heaven, 0 Lord. 
having in it all delight and the taste 
of all that is sweet." This com
munion anthem plainly connects 
temporal food with the Bread of 
Heaven which has just been received 
in the Mass. It may be for this rea
son that these references to the har
vest are found, for the most part, in 
the communion-anthems. 

On the 14th Sunday, the text is: 
"Seek first the kingdom of God and 
all things shall be added unto you, 
saith the Lord." This is an always 
necessary reminder that we should 
not be over-much, concerned about 
temporal matters. 

The 15th Sunday turns again to 
the thought of the heavenly Bread: 

A {(ulol Tf)(Jst tf) • • • 
THE MOST REV. HENRY P. 

ROHLMAN, D.D., Coadjutor
Archbishop Elect of Dubuque. 

THE MOST REV. JOSEPH H. 
SCHLARMAN, D.D., Litt. D. 
(Hon. St. Ambrose College), 
Bishop of Peoria and President 
NCRLC. 

THE REV. FREDERICK G. 
HOCHWALT, Director, Depart
ment of Education, NCWC. 

THE REV. JOHN LA FARGE, 
S.J., Editor-In-chief, America. 

DR. M. M. COADY,' LL.D. (Hon. 
University of Ottawa), Director, 
Extension Department, St. Fran
cis Xavier University, Nova Sco
tia. 

THE VERY REV. MSGR. HU
BERT LERSCHEN, State Farm
er of the Future Farmers of 
America, ~CRLC Regional Di
rector for the South. 

MR. WILLIAM T. SMITH, Execu
tive Secretary, Catholic Commit
tee of the South. . 

MR. J. B. LANCTOT, Superintend
ent of Agriculture for Eastern 
Canada. 

,pf 
"The Bread that I will give is my 
Flesh for the life of the world." 

The next references of the kind are 
on the 17th Sunday: "Vow yeand 
pay to the Lord your God, all ye 
that bring presents round' about 
Him." 

The Ember Days of September, 
which occur round about the 17th 
Sunday after Pentecost, mark the of
fering of the first fruits--the "tithe" 
of the whole year-and the keeping 
of the harvest festival. The lessons 

-and communion-anthems of these 
autumn Ember Days are packed with 
allusions to vineyards, the fruits of 
the earth and the offering of holo
causts to God from the fullness of the 
earth. The Gospel of Ember Sat
urday records the uprooting of the 
unfruitful fig tree-a significant par
able for the Ghristian who fails to 
reap a harvest of virtues: to make 
progress in holiness of life with the 
help of God's 'grace; to unite his own 
labours with those of' the Divine 
Ilusbandman. 

Church and People. 
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LANE'S END HOMESTEAD 
Mildred Jensen loomis' 

L" AST evening John and I were in 
the garden together. I had volun

teered to use Queen in harrowing the 
harvested section while he furrowed 
out for a late planting. I plodded 
up and down the patch with real 
pride in this so-called man's job
and a strong respect for Queen's in
telligence. At the end of each row 
she would turn sharply for the return 
trip with very little guiding. And 
when she: stepped over the tug and I 
bent down, with my ear at her heels, 
to set it right, I felt that kinship 
with a horse which, a few years ago, 
I would have thought was never for 
me. 

It takes a long time for one so 
urbanized as I to )Jecome truly rural. 
After sixteen years of professional 
life, I am married and have for four 
years shared and helped develop 
Lane's End Homestead. . Working 
with cows and horses was one of the 
last feats for me to accomplish. The 
powerful hulk of a work horse always 
kept me at a respectful distance, and 
I shuddered at the proximity neces
sary to harnessing and hitching. But 
I remember the dilemma that first 
spring which pus):1ed me past that 
hurdle. Bringing straw for mulching 
the potato patch via the wheel barrow 
was too slow a process. I was home 
alone, but I finally decided to get 
the stiff mare and use the wagon .. 

The harness on its peg was a hope
less tangle: The only guide I could 
think of was an illustration in the 
mail-order catalog. So with Sears 
propped up in the manger, I began to 
solve the puzzle. Getting up to 
Queen with this bundle of straps was 
. almost more than I could manage, 
but her patience, amounting almost 
to stolidity, was a boost to my con-

fidence. Somehow I got the hames 
over her shoulders and the tail piece 
adjusted, and figured out what to 
buckle where. In an hour Queen was 
between the shafts and the wagon 
drawn from the shed. 

But she didn't relish the pulli~g. 

Something was annoying her. Not 
that she had enough spirit to balk, 
but she definitely wouldn't go. In 
trying to lead her I saw that a strap 
fastened in front of her neck was 
cutting in after a fashion that was 
peculiar even to my inexperience. I 
checked with Sear's catalog and found 
I'd failed to put on her collar! When 
it was adjusted, affairs went better 
(though I must admit that a wheel 
got caught and ripped out the garden 
gate-post' on" the' first trip through), 
but the potato patch was covered by 
noon. 

What I've learned since·tl}eill'ould 
fill a book - through exp~ences 
which have increased vigor of body, 
skill of hands, growth of mind, 
depth of emotion; and have called 
forth unsuspected artistic and pro
ductiveachievement. In fact, these 
four years have been an education in 
living for which I had vaguely longed 
for years, but which none of my five 
or six alma maters had provided or 
even suggested. 

A kind of weariness had settled 
on me after that long period of school 
teaching, religious education and so
cialwork. I was wondering if life 
shouldn't hold more than I was get
ting when there came word of an edu
cational institution with the fascinat
ing title, "School of Living." "Edu
cation," said its brochure, "arises out 
of, and must deal with, the actual af
fairs of life." I went to spend a sum
mer and stayed on to work in it. I 
found it demonstrating the first of 
its significant tenets "that a good' 
living pattern is the primary need and 
logical aim of every individual." The 
School of Living is a model, produc
tive, family-sized living plant in its 
natural community, where faculty 

a~d st~dents together do all that 
WIth dlr~ctly prodUcing all of 
own (ood, clothing and shelter 
the same time, hours on end are· 
analyzing and experiencing the 
~eaning of this type of integral 
mg. 

Here I was' brought face to 
for the first time in my life with 
basic' implications and ch~llenge 
the family and a home. For here 
home flowers into its best the , , 
stead, where the family, 
its natural bond of unity, lives 
works for the satisfaction and 
velopment of all its vital needs 
capacities. Here life itself
wages, money or fame-is the 
of living. Having seen this 

, nothing else seemed desirable and 
prooloLhow Life opens up when 
is ready, there came the 
chance to shape the rest of my 
in this pattern. 

So now I live on a small 
thirty acres of crop fields and 
of woods. In the days when country 
was merely a geographical area 
through which one passed in getting 

. from one city to another, it would" 
have seemed inconsequential. Now it 
means, good black soil, full of living 
bacteria which we nourish with or" 
ganic matter and protect from the 
offense of chemicals. Now it means 
awakening to the mystery of life and 
growth; it· means watching green 
shoots glistening in the sun; and later 
when they head-up and turn golden, 
quickening to the ritual of harvest. 
It means kinship with weather, an
guish at the death of the mare, thrill
ing to blossoming fruit trees, respond
ing to the slow movements of the 
Earth itself, and a whole set of in
tangibles which add vitality to life. 
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t~elve sheep, ateam, sev-
some pigs and their young, 

of chickens and turkeys, 
of bees, and a lovely Collie 

proves, for us, the requisites 
of practically 

. needs. Only a natural sur
is sold. Since we do not pro
first for sale, land, equipment 

are at a minimum. We 
.' all our own food-vegetables, 

cereals, meat, lard, soap, milk; 
cheese, flour, molasses, honey. 

everything at home; 
(storing much of the meat 

freezing-unit), canning, churn
cheesemaking, grinding of flour 
cereal, basking, weaving woolen 

Our sale of wool, lambs, 
occasional calf and grain, 

care of essential outlays for 
gasoline, electricity, education 

travel. 
own sheep's wool' is spun at a 
mill (though spinning is on 

schedule) and we dye and weave 
home into blankets, drapes and 

We ourselves did much 
the refashioning of an 100-year old 

Our living room with its 
walls and copperhood 

has more than thirty items 
1l1::lJ.ll111~:> from our own or our 

hands. The. kitchen, on the 
hand, is replete with modern 

tools, and drudgery is 
',I:III!Illll.<:tLt:'U with electricity. (A tool 

anything which helps you do your 
A machine is on~ which you 
Churning, kneading of bread, 

.preparing of juices, grinding meat, 
etc., are done by various attachments 
on a heavy-duty kitchen mixer. Flour. 
is. ground as we need it in a $15 
kitchen mill. Cooking, washing, iron-. 
ing, pumping are done electrically 
for about $5.00 a month. 
, We like to point out that almost 
everything we have is produced at 
home or is a tool to assist in that 
production. Our tools remove most, 
. not all, of' our lives from the ex

ploitation of the "machine." It is 
just ten ~inutes from the wheat ker
nel to the oven, at our house, for a 
tasty and nutritious batch of muffins 
containing, in addition to the home
ground flour, our own lard, eggs, but
termilk and honey. We see no need 

GOING HOME 
Mary Atwater Taylor 

The honey-locusts drip their golden sce~t. 
The clematis seems whiter than before 
And shaggy peonies. their petals spent. . 
Star the tall timothy beside the door; 
A drowsing dragon.fty on glittering wings 
Hovers above the yellow marigold. 
A laughing child.· beneath the pear-tree. swings
Here is no place for blight or grief or cold. 

The milk-pails tinkle as they fill with' foa ..... 
The high-piled hay is swaying on its load 
Moving between the elms that line the road. 
The bees are building honey in the comb; 
And over all the smell 'of grass. fresh-mowed. 
All this is calling me-for this is home. 
By permission Washington Post 

for a seven- or nine-story flour mill. 
Each' week we bake three two-pound 
loaves of whole-wheat bread for a 
total of 15c, including every item of 
ccist for material, equipment, over
head, depreciation, etc. At the store 
its equal in nutrition could not be ~ad 
for 66c. Such work requires ten mm
utes of my time in assembling ma
terials and washing equipment. In 
that ten minutes I have saved SIC, or 
earned at the rate of about $3.00 an 
hour. On cereals we save even more. 
F'luffy, devitalized packaged cereals is 
bought at the rate of from 30c to '60c 
a pound. I make two kinds of cooked 
porridge~elicious "grapenuts" and 
pressure-cooked whole kernels-from 
our own fields at not more than 2¥2c 
a pound. Our grocery bill is usually 
but a few dollars a month and rarely 

. reaches $5.00. We seldom use ration 
tickets. To purchase at a store an 
amount equal to our monthly con
sumption of home-produced food 
would require $50 to $60.in cash. 

Be&use of this type of living and 
because of a diet of whole foods direct 
from our garden and dairy, our health 
is much improved. We are notice-. 
ably free from colds and can watch 
the course of a flu epidemic confident 
that it will not strike us. 

Sometimes when the radio reminds 
us of the chaos, suffering and tragedy 
in the world there comes a flash of 
guilt that our life should be such fun. 

But we know that all we have is from 
our own efforts. Labor is expended 
and rewarded directly each day. We 
wish this were the accepted goal and 
pattern of millions more families in 
our country. Perhaps the best con
~ribution we can make is to encour
age others. toward it. 

, ~asic to the new quality of our 
living is the joining of consumption 
and production. Work is satisfying 
because it means creating-planning, 
purposing, designing, executing and 
taking the consequences. Preparing 
soil, planting, growing, tending, gar
nering and processing makes of our 
food actually "sun, soil and human 
toil." We feel the independence and 
integrity of our achievement. No 
boss nor supervisor can upset the se
curity of our well stocked larder. We 
sing, folk dance and discuss with our 
neighbors; visitors are numerous; We 
subscribe to (and read) twenty maga
zines' of wide range; we have time for 
study and meditation. 

Out of the texture of our daily ac
tivities we sing along with an 
unnamed minstrel: 

"Let the wealthy and great 
Roll in splendor and state 
We envy them not, We declare it! 

So jolly boys now 
Here's God speed the plow 
Long life and success to the farmer." 
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OTHER LANDS 
CHINA'S RECONSTRUCTION 
-J()lJn T. S. /J1f/(), litt.D. 

T HE co-operative movement in re
ality has existed in China for 

twenty-one centuries, but in form it 
was introduced in the year 1938. War 
in China was the spark that set off 
this development. When the Japanese 
invaded China, one of their first acts 
was to strike at the heavy industries 
in the coastal industrial areas. That 
was almost a knockout blow to us. 
Fifty million refugees had _. to leave 
these coastal cities and move to the 
interior. The whole industrial life of 
China was disrupted. But we found 
a way out. We formed a central co
operative administration and organ
ized ourselves into co-operative in
dustrial plants which have since. be
come known as Indusco. We built 
three kinds of industrial plants. The 
first is a series of small field factories 
right behind the fighting lines. These 
can be moved on the shortest notice. 
Then there are other little factories 
scattered in the villages and country
side which cannot be found by the 
Japanese bombers. Farther back the 
heavy industry is carried on. These 
:actories have turned out food sup
plies and necessities of aII. kinds. 

The possibilities of this method of 
equipping the Chinese army· for the 
fight with Japan and at the same time 
for producing goods for the nation 
were quickly recognized by our ·gov
ernment. A nationwide, movement 
was organized. The world backed us 
up. Our countrymen in other parts 
of the earth came to our 'aid and made 
large money contributions. A Chi
nese-American Co-ordination Com-
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mittee was formed to promote the in
ternational commerce of goods ,on the 
co-operative basis. 

The Chinese are the only people in 
the world who have enjoyed an eco
nomic democracy for more than two 
thousand years~ It was in th~ time 
of the great Han dynasty that the 
Chinese considered the practice of 
primogeniture, which made large land 
holdings possible~ so fabulous and so· 
outrageous, that they abolished it by 
a subtle legislation devised by the 
wise statesmen of that day, and thus 
they provided the equal division of 
hereditary property among all their 
sons. Now almost every Chinese 
has a large family and therefore no 
matter how much lana or property 
an ambitious or avaricious man may 
acquire, by the time he ,sha~es it 
equally among his sons and ~ch of 
these has subdivided his share, the 
result is a nonentity of capitalism in 
China. 

This practice of equal division of 
hereditary property among all the 
sons of a family has succeeded in a 
constant and wholesome leveling 
down of individuals and groups who 
acquired too much, a recurring and 
refreshing opportunity for the new 
generation to strive, a friendly and 
laudable spirit of co-operation to each 
other, and a sincere and firm belief 
of "within the four seas, all are 
brothers." 

Consequently, the class war, which 
is a struggle between labor and capi
tal, will notemerge in China. Thanks 
to the backwardness of her industrial 
development, which is a blessing in 
disguise, China has not yet entered, 
and, we hope, she never will enter, 
into the class war. Our 'laboring 
classes, commonly known as. coolies, 
are living from hand to mouth,' and 
will therefore be only too glad· to 
welcome any capitalist who would 
put up a factory to . co-operate with 

them. All kinds of foreign 
ments are welcome to help China 
develop her country. 

"China must develop her 
by all means," declared Dr. Sun 
sen, founder of the Chinese 
lic, in his International Vt'7Jet01J1:". 

of China. "Shall we follow the 
, of Western civilization? ... As a 
comer, China can greatly profit 
covering the space by follOWing 
directions- already charted by W est
ern > pioneers. . . . And the Shortest 
route is not competition but 
operation." 

Dr. Sun Vat-sen advocated the 
proportionalization of the land as a 
means to provide against future eVils. 
The old Chinese land system con
fornu; to the principle of the propor_ 
tionalization of land. About four
fifths of the Chinese popUlation is 
occupied by the work of producing 
food. If we measure the cost of liv
ing by the value of labor, it will be 
found that China is the most expen
sive country. in which a common 
worker may live. Labor is very cheap 
and plentiful, but food and the com
modities of life are just enough to go 
round for the great multitude of the 
four hundred and fifty millions in 
China; in an ordinary good year. In 
any case, we must use machinery to 
assist our enormous manpower to 
develop our enormous resources. 

To develop her enormous resources, 
. China, as a late comer, can avoid all 
those failures, which Western pio
neers have met, and can apply the 
best and most successful means and 
ways to build up her country on the 
foundation of economic security with 
social, political, educational and re
ligious liberties. Private-profit-mon
opoly' has had its opportunity in 
Western civilization and has failed to 
build a nation and a world of peace 
and plenty; political-government-dic
tatorship has had its opportunity in 
Western countries and has failed like
wise. There is today the co-operative 
movement, which has been proved to 
be the best economic system we have. 

There are in China today 167,000 
co-operative enterprises with a mem
bership Of 13,800,000 and a share 
capital of $200,900,000. Fifty per
cent of these co-operative enterprises 



societies. There are 41,750 
, co-operatives; 5,500 In~ 

co-operatives; 27,839 Agri
co-operatives, and more than 

tholUS~Ula of other kinds of co
as Laundry co-ops which 

ninety per cent of the popula
Chungking have joined. The 
co-ops in China are different 

those in London, for the Chinese 

co-ops are organized for the 
of buying the equipment for 

co-operatively, such as soap, 
or wood, water, etc. 

shortest route towards the tre
tasks of rebuilding a nltw 

great China is co-operation and 
competition. Co-operation is the 

auu .• vu., .. Chinese way of life. The 
movement, therefore, as 

Chinese, economically 
systematically most effi-

will play the most important 
in the reconstruction of postwar 

in Portugal 
Four hundred leaders of the Jacist 

~u."v.,,·_ Young Farmers) movement 
the first National Leader

Course of their organization in 
Portugal. The program 

that the Portuguese J acist 
follows to a considerable 

the form of organization and 
techniques of the Belgian and 

Jacists. In Belgium the 
(Neunesse Agricole Chretien-

was organized in 1928 to adapt 
youth the principles of Father 
's J ocist (Young Christian 
) movement. As Portugal is 

an agrarian country, the Jacist 
movement should certainly have 

chances of success among the 
farmers there. 

Financing the Soldier on the Land 
It basi been said that New Zealand . 

leads the world in social legislation. 
Certainly no stone is .left unturned 
to insure that generous treatment 
shall be accorded the New Zealand 
soldier on his return to civil life. 

Any ex-serviceman who has had 
sufficient experience to make a suc
cess of farming will be given an op
portunity to go on the land, and the 
Rehabilitation will finance him. Ad
vances up to 6,250 pounds may be 
made for the purchase of farms, 
stock, etc., with interest computed 
at 478 per cent, but as low as 2 per 
cent for the first. year and 3 per cent 
for the next three years. Every care 
is taken to assure the soldier a reason
able opportunity of making an ade
quate living, and he has Government 
protection from inflated land prices. 
Recently, the Government set up 
Land Sales Courts who fixed a fair 
price for the sale of land-country or 
city. 

Ecuadorian Co-Op 
Co-operation' . among farmers is 

proving a boon to thousands of agri
culturists in that wedge-shaped coun
tryon the equator, Ecuador. 

Like cotton in our South, coffee 
has been the major product of an 
Ecuadorian area with the romantic 
name Jipijapa. When prices were 
good, Jipijapans made money. When 
coffee· was down they suffered. 

Three years ago 37 members or
ganized a producer co-operative, capi
talized at about $3,000, to help bet
ter coffee production and market the 
product' most economically. Now 
there are more than 6,500. members, 
and its capital has increased corre
spondingly. 

The organizatio~ has expanded 
into the consumer co-operative field,' 
provides members with health, acci
dent and death benefits, and serves 
as an agricultural bank. 

THE FARMER IN THE MISSION FIELDS .' . ,J 
ThDs. U. Kierhflh, M.M. 

Like boys on American farms, the 
average Chinese lad absorbs con
.siderable knowledge of the local farm
ing methods in his family. By the 
time he is five years old, he has his 
tasks to do. As he grows older, even 
when he goes to school, he must do 
his part in planting and harvesting. 
While China has no fixed class de
marcations, in Chinese philosophy the 
tiller of the soil takes preeminence. 
Most of those lads who are ·fortunate 
enough to live in a family which .owns 
or rents enough land for their needs, 
just naturally become farmers. To 
make Chinese farms produce more 
food is essential to raising the stand
ard of living. To make for greater 
material happiness and to improve 
the quality, humanly speaking, of our 
Catholics and converts, methods must 
be adopted to increase the produc

. tivity of the Chinese farms and to 
augment farm income. This requires 
diversification and rotation of crops, 
the introduction of more husbandry 
and dairy farms and efforts to make 

waste land more fruitful by irrigation 
and fertilization. It will not be suffi
cient merely to tell the Chinese farm
ers this. It must be demonstrated to 
them; they must be convinced; and 
they must be assisted in securing the 
land, equipment and herds necessary. 

The lesson in this for aspirant mis
sioners is the necessity of including 
in their ,training the essentials of the 
Church's rural life program. Too 
much of our sociological studies are 
concerned with the urban and in
dustrial problems as seen in our own 
country. The most important present 
sociological problem in the mission 
field is that of the farm population. 
In our own country the Catholic 
Rural Life Movement is the answer. 
From it we missioners can learn to 
recognize the rural problem' in the 
missions; we can catch some of the in
spired enthusiasm of its leaders, we 
can adopt and adapt its program 
of rural reconstruction in our mission 
work. 
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THE INNKEEPER'S DAUGHTER 
J()(Jnn Higgins 

I T IS December, 326. The retinue 
of an Empress has landed on the 

shores of Palestine. Through divine 
inspiration, the mother of Constan
tine has come to find the Cross of 
Christ. A procession makes its way 
through the cold, ancient city of 
Jerusalem to a grove, shaded by trees, 
where two pagan temples have been 
dedicated to Venus and Jupiter. At 
last it comes to a standstill; and from 
the ivory litter, a woman steps into 
the shadow of the naked beauty of the 
Goddess. She is an old woman, with 
the lines of grief and mourning fur
rowing her face. In her fatigue she 

. kneels before the Bishop of Jerusalem 
and begs his blessing. Then sudden" 
ly, as if inspired, she utters the words 
that Saint Jerome has preserved for 
us in her memory. "Here indeed is 
the battlefield, but where are the 
trophies of victory? I seek the Stan
dardof Salvatil)D, and I find it not. 
Shall I then reign whilst the Saviour's 
cross lies in the dust? Shall I be 
glorious whilst the sign of Christ's 
victory is buried in the earth? ... 
Demon, wherefore didst thou hide 
this wood, save to be vanquished once 
again? Yea, thou shalt be made to 
bite the dust, and today a woman will 
bring thy tricks to naught. As Mary 
bore the Lord, so shall I discover 
His cross. She manifested her child 
by giving Him to the world; I, for 
my part, shall teach His resurrec
tion." 

This. is the Augusta, the Saint and 
the woman-Helena. 

God in His great wisdom had done 
strange things for her. She was born 
of humble parents, and became an 
empress. She gave the world an 
emperor, and its popular devotion to 
the Cross of Christ. And somehow, 
through her rise from rags to royalty, 
she managed to retain the same hu
mility and purity she possessed as a 
little girl in her father's inn, looking 
after her father's.business. 
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Little is known of her early life, 
and in the absence of historical ma
terial, the creators of legend have 
been over active. Three cities
Treves, York, and Colchester-claim 
glory for having furnished the sur
roundings of her birth. During the 
Middle Ages, many English Monks 
wrote pleasant, naive tales repre
senting her as the daughter of King 
Cole, the jolly old monarch who called 
for his "pipe, bowl, and fiddlers 
three." But reliable historical sources 
establish her birthplace in Bithynia, 
in a little village called Drepanum. 
It was there, in the year 248, that 
she was born, daughter of an inn
keeper, 'and christened Flavia, Julia, 
Helena.' 

Helena remained with her father 
until her twenty-fifth year. She 
probably possessed great poWlrs of 
physical attraction, for hewimage 
on coins, issued later by her son Con'
stan tine in her honor, belongs to the 
pure Greek type, elegant, refined, and 
intelligent. Monsieur de Combes 
tells us that "looking at her portrait 
we can understand that a woman of 

such a stamp, though dOUbtless 
tered and sought after by men 
little for the vain pleasures ' 
sought after by her sex." SUrely 
was a -person of great moral 
and virtue, deserving of high 
and despite the attempts of 
and modern historians to cast 
honor on her name, all 
evidence points in her favor, 

Saint Helena's whole life was 
tivated by. love. As a child 
young woman her devotion to 
father was strengthened by it. As' 
wife and mother she showered 
affection and modest adoration 
her husband and son. Her 
passion for God and His poor . ' deed, her pasSIOn for. all that 
good" marked and prepared her 
the great mission God had set 
for her. 

In the year 274, Constantius 
Chlorus, a brilliant young officer in 
the 'Praetorian guards, came to the 
little inn at Drepanum, He had just 
finished a successful campaign against 
a foreign enemy and was returning 
to Rome when wounds and fatigue
and the hand of God-brought him to 
rest at Drepanum. Much could be 
said in his favor. He was well edu
cated, wealthy, amiable, and of good 
moral' character, It is said that he 
admitted the existence of one God, 
and scorned the impiety of those who 
worshipped many. Their courtship 
was a happy one. Constantius was 
attracted to Helena by her beauty, 
dignity and goodness. In turn, she 
loved him for his intelligence, under
standing and noble ideals. And both, 
deciding that they could not live hap
pily apart, agreed to marriage, But 
because Helena was a plebeian, and 
Constantius a patrician, she was 
forced to enter into an inferior, al
thuugh legitimately recognized, union 
of marria:ge. 

Constantius took his wife with him 
to his family seat at N aissus and it 
was there till1,t Helena took on the 
role of wife and mother that was so 
becoming to her. She loved her .hus
band deeply, and in a world of IIce?
tiousness and ungodliness, it was In 
the humble society of this .girl alone 
that Constantius found happiness, On 
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GRACE BEFORE PLANTING IN WARTIME 
James Duff 

God. in this bitter hour 
When skies are dark with doom 

By Thy almighty power 
Bring Thou this seed to flower: 

Bless leaf and bud and bloom. 

Thou. Grain and Growth and Grower. 
Thou. Godhead. Three. in One. 

Bless seed and sod and sower. 
Bless scythe and sheaf and mower. 

Bless worker and work done. 
'By pel'1llission The Catholic 
Poetry Society Drink From the Rock 

eighteenth of February, in the 
74, a son was born to them and 
Constantine after his father. 
happiness seemed complete, 

for eighteen years they lived to
in an almost perfect union. 

this time, however, the crafty 
Diocletian saw fit to appoint 

nstantills as Caesar to Maximian, 
to hold his son as hostage. The 

itself was a great honor, 
was accompanied by an . order 
away his plebeian wife and to 
Theodora, Maximian's daugh-

The tone of the order 
so imperative that it would have 
-folly to resist, and it was in this 

that Constantius put away 
woman of his heart. The grief 
disgrace that Helena suffered was 

By a word, her son and 
the nucleus of her life, had 

taken from her. But her re
from the union that had been so 

was dignified and complete, 
her sorrow was concealed under a 

of self sacrifice which was far 
than the artificialities of 

emotion. 
After a period of exile from those 

loved, she was allowed to go at 
to Nicomedia to be with her son. 

was probably one of the most 
mDflITt",nt developments in her life. 

she made the acquaintance of 
·L~I·r~',"" a Latin scholar, who was 

the verge of conversion to the 
of the Christians. The atmos
at Nicomedia was predominate-

Christian. It was probably in the 
church that stood near the pal

that Helena first partially gave 
heart to God, and found her con-

solation in' Christ's ~wn words 
"Blessed are they that mourn, fo: 
they shall be comforted." 

Constantine was proclaimed Au~ 
gustus by a sudden decision of the 
state at the death of his father. His 
pronounced leanings toward Chris
tianity were stifled by Fausta, his 
beautiful pagan wife, who urged him 
to idolatry. Fausta' ~an,d Helena 
formed rival factions for the affec
tion of Constantine, for although 
Helena was herself a pagan, she was 
becoming more and more.,. enamoured 
of Christ, and saw in her son the ful
fillment of her husband's yearnings. 

It was at Treves that Helena final
ly overcame the violence of her earth
ly love and embraced the teachings 
of Christ. She thoughtfully pondered 
on the providence of a God who "hath 
put down the mighty from their seat, 
and exalted the humble." Grace 
helped the austerities of her life made 
rapid progress in her heart,' ~nd at 
last she was cleansed' in the water 
of eternal life. Her conversion was 
accompanied by an intense love for 
God, and now more than ever did she 
desire to lead her son to the truth. 
Her chance was nat long coming. 
Constantine was about to engage in 
war with Maximian, who challenged 
his power and his authority to the 
throne. The result of the conflict 
would give him everything or nothing. 
Fausta had been successful in prod
ding him to employ the most vile 
means of witchcraft. The sorceror's 
magic had foretold evil events, and 
he hesitated at last. But Helena, 
standing beside him, thrust the mono
gram ·of Christ into his hand. "For-
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ward and fear not," she cried. "Carry 
this in thy breast, hung about thy . 
neck; in this sign thou shalt be 
victorious." Inspired by the enthu
siasm of his mother, he accepted the 
cross, and emerged victorious. 

History tells us that through the 
influence of his mother the great. 
emperor reGeived the gift of faith. 
Throughout his entire life he re
mained faithful to her. He raised 
the humble little village of her birth 
to the rank of a city and named it 
Helenopolis in her honor. Gold coins 
were issued bearing her image and 
her title, "Flavia Helena Augusta." 
He erected churches and amassed 
great wealth for her, gave her a high 
place in court and exalted her 
throughout the empire. 

It would' seem .that her life was 
once again raised to the level of an 
almost perfect happiness. She had 
found her God, and led her son to 
Him. She had enjoyed his respect 
and love, and the tribute of the whole 
empire. I t was in her power to do 

. much for her oppressed fellow Chris
tians, and. she saw new churches being 
'bui~ at. her command. She spent 
mlfch time before the foot of the cross . 
in prayer and fasting, and devoted 
her efforts to relieving the poor and 
miserable. But on her return from 

Dear Msgr. Ligutti: 
Your editorial on Victory Gardens 

is a rich'tribute to the spiritual values 
that should be obtained in gardening. 
We, here, because of the urgency of 
war, have laid much stress on the 
need for foods, and must 'continue to 
do so, and to urge Victory Gardens 
wherever they can be developed. At 
the same time, we do appreciate over 
a long time that there are many other' 
values which should be stimulated 
and developed in order that people 
will get rich enjoyment and the very 
best possible appreciation of the part 
that gardening and things horticul
tural should play in spiritual as well 
as temporal things. 

Sincerely yours. 
M. L. WILSON 

Director of Extension Work. 
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the council of Nicea she found that 
her dearly beloved grandson, Crispus, 
had been treacherously murdered by 
his evil mother, arid that her own son 
was involved in the crime. She saw 
an enraged populace stone Constan
tine's statutes, and saw him, in a fit 
of anger, cast his wife into a scalding 
bath. Although he was proved inno
cent, he fled to Nicomedia, leaving 
Helena sorrowing at the foot of the 
altar. 

It was there, trying to banish 
thoughts of Crispus, that she received 
inspiration . to search for the holy 
cross, which had mysteriously disap
peared after the death of Christ. In 
her dreams and visions'the place was 
shown in such exact detail that she 
could mark the spot where the diggers 
were· to begin. When her mystical 
experiences became violent she con
sulted her confessor, and begged per
mission from her son to make a pil
grimage. In the year 326, she em
barked for the holy city. 

This is the destiny that God had in 
store for her. This is the Augusta 
whom we see landing on the shores of 
Jerusalem, guiding her retinue to the 
holy spot desecrated by pagan gods. 
The Legioriaries commenced working, 
aided by pious Christians of the city. 
We see the aged empress sitting near 
by, and throwing herself on her knees 
when the workmen stop and complain 
of the fruitlessness of their efforts. 
Day and night the work goes on, until 
at last the tunnel widens into a cave. 
The picks strike wood, and three 
crosses are brought into the light. 

Tradition ·tells us that the true 
cross was identified by a miracle. An 
old woman, at death's door, was 
miraculously cured, and a dead man 
was brought to life when touched by 
the holy wood. At witnessing these 
miracles, the empress fell on her knees 
and kissed the cross of her Saviour. 

In the hour of her triumph, we 
see again the marvelous humility of 
Helena. At the festivities following 
the miracles of discovery, she invites 
the holy virgins of the city to be her 
guests, and she herself serves them 
at the table. Although she bears the 
title of an empress,. she is still the 
little servant girl, looking about her 
father1s busine·ss. 
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Soon after, she died. Monsieur de 
Combes tells us that she returned to 
Nicomedia to be with her son, "her 
last recommendation to him being to 
lead a Christian life. Her grand
children knelt about her death-bed, 
kissing the hand which was raised to 
bless them." 

Indeed, God in His great wisdom 
had done strange things to her. Born 
a pagan and a servant, she acquired 
the title of empress and saint. She 
bore an emperor and led him to· 
Christ. She gave the world back the 
cross which had saved it. And in all 
her triumphs she remained a hand
maid to Christ, filled with humility 
and love. 

Perhaps, of all that has been writ
ten of her, Saint Ambrose has given 
the most apt description: "The good 
hostess, stabularia, who at such great 
pain seeks the stable of the Lord. The 
good hostess, who preferred to be de-. 
spised that she might gain Christ. 
That is 'why God drew her from her 
lowly place, and raised her to the 
Empire." 

THE PRIEST AND 
COOPERATIVES 

Rev. Joseph Steinhauser 

It is the duty of the priest in our 
day not merely to look after the 
spiritual welfare of his people, but 
also to assist them in their economic 
struggle. This duty is emphasized 
by Pope Pius XI in the encyclical 
Quadragesimo Anno. 

The first step in a program for 
economic betterment through rural 
cooperatives is for the priest to make 
a survey of the economic conditions 

/ of his parish to determine such 
as there may be. He must 
himself of the value and scope of 
various associations already , 
and their usefulness in servinu 
community. He must moreov;r 
quire into his own abilities to be 
efficient leader; into his 
of rural problems; of his 
standing of the principles, the 
poses and the limitations of the 
operative system, especially as 
plied to the successful marketinu 
farm products. . " 

Enthusiasm alone will not 
the failure of the cooperative 
prise if sound business principles 
neglected. The marketing of 
products is very· complex. We 
longer have the self-sufficing type 

. agriculture in which few human 
lations are involved in production 
marketing. Instead of . 
farming, we have specialization 
production and diversification of 
sumption. 

The basis of effective 
accomplishment can be 
through an enlightened 
To educate in the principles of 
eration is a long and difficult 
The rpember~ must learn 
tions towards the association, 
the other members, the directors, 
the· employees. The education of 
pective members should begin long 
before the enterprise is started. 

Cooperatives are not a panacea 
all the ills of the farmer. They will 
not take the place of industry, pru
dent management and intelligent cul
tivation of the land. Nor can a co
operative enterprise be carried on 
without a sufficient amount of 
ness. If the volume is too small, sav
ings will not materialize. 

Cooperation is group action and is 
opposed to individual action. Sound 
moral principles must be followed. 
No cooperative business should be 
built on promises of great riches and . 
an appeal to profit m9tives. If sud- . 
den and unwarranted returns are 
hoped for, the enterprise will meet 
with financial disaster. Selfishness 
and greed have no place in a coop~ra- . 
tive. It will be the duty of the prIest 
leader to instill into the movement 
correct Christian principles. 
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----L LIFE IN THE PRESS 

World War II veterans are 
the Axis a second round 

food front this time-says 
Department of Agriculture. 
able to serve in the armed 

men have laid aside 
. donned blue denim. 

Security Administration 
FSA operating loans have 
to several hundred re-

servicemen who had no other 
of credit to finance food pro-

Soolal- The Sanctuary 
Holy Ghost Parish spon-' 

a pillowslip social for the bene
the Catholic Rural Life Confer

of the Archdiocese of St. Louis ' 
evening, July 28. Hand 

lbrloidere!d . pillowslips were dis
proceeds of the social 

to the Diocesan Rural Life 
"lll"r~UCt:.--~·~!e Catholic Herald. 

Food Gets Around-David 
AIll?:E!vilrle. formerly in charge of 

Consumers Coopera-
:a~ISOIClat10'n but now in the armed 

. at Camp Barkeley, Texas, 
m a label. from a can of corn 
was at CCA's cannery 

Nebraska. A large 
the output of the co-op food 
plant goes to Uncle Sam. ' A 
soldier, home recently on a 
from Puerto Rico, told of 

cans of dehydrated potatoes 
the Scottsbluff cannery. Co-op 
food does get around.-The Co

'Uf<1mT" .. n Consumer. 

Everyone may not have believed 
the· stories told of the big, well
equipped canning kitchen the Good 
Shepherd Sisters have built at Fox 
Chase for it does seem far-fetched 
that Nuns should construct a can
ning plant capable of turning out 
100,000 No. 10 cans a season. And 
it is most unique that there should, 
be available .exclusively for Institu
tional use an efficient unit through 
which one may secure canned goods 

. requirements without paying anyone 
a profit. 

But the Plant is there, in the kitchen 
on the Good Shepherd Farm on Sus
quehanna Road, Fox Chase, Philadel
phia. It is a monument to the faith 
that the Good Shepherd Sisters have 
in the willingness of Catholic Institu
tions to co-operate . ...:..-Catholic Insti
tutional Co-operative Association. 

At rural Grayslake nea~ Chicago 
for three hours every night after they 
have completed their (luties in facto
ries and on farms, men of ' St. Gilbert's 
parish busy themselves with ham: 
mers, saws and other tools in order 
that the parish scbool may be com
pleted in time for September classes. 
The school will care for 120 children 
and will be taught by Sisters of Char
ity, the pastor, the Rev. D. R. Harnett, 
announced. 

The interest of IDs Excellency, 
Most Rev. William A. Griffin, D.D., 
Bishop of Trenton, in the Rural Apos
tolate is· most heartening to every 
Rural Pastor. 

Probably the only priest on a secu
lar paper, Rev. Wm. J. Kerrigan, M.A. 
in Journalism, State University . of 
Iowa, is spending his second summer 
on the city desk of The Daily Iowan, 
Davenport. On the side he does some 
work on Rennaissance of music and 
on languages. 

Procurator of the Vicariate of Nan
king, Spiritual Director of the Aca
demia Catholicia Sinica, and founder 
of Chinese Missions in Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, and Chicago, Rev. John 
T. S. Mao, Litt.D., believes that the 
hope of reconstruction in China is 
through mutual help' by means of Co- ' 
operatives. 

Mrs. Florence Hynes Willette 
(Delavan, Minn.) is the third of ten 
children, the wife of a farmer and the 
mother of six children. She admits 
a hobby for gardening. 

The productive home is a reality to 
Mrs. Mildred Jensen Loomis, M.A., 
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Home Dressmaking-'When women 
could get plenty of satisfactory ready
to-wear clothing in pre-war days at 
prices in line with family budgets, 
many felt timid about cutting into 
new yard goods. But wartime changes 
in supply, cost, and quality of ready
mades have led many to want to try 
their hands at making simple wash
able dresses. 

To help these home sewers, Mar
garet Smith, clothing specialist of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, has 
prepared a new illustrated Farmers' 
Bulletin, No. 1954, (10c) entitled, 
"Making a Dress at Home." This 
publication, just off the press, gives 
clear, simple directions for every step 
from selecting the pattern and ma-

o terialto turning the hem and making 
the buttonholes. Although the bulle
tin is written especially for beginners, 
experienced homemakers will find in 
it tips for turning out garments with 
a professional look. 

The National Farm Chemurgic 
Council sponsored the tenth . annual 
conference of agriculture, industry, 
and SCience, in St. Louis recently. In 
his address Wheeler McMillen, presi
dent of the council and editor of the 
Farm Journal, interpreted the achieve
ments of chemurgy not in terms of 
commerce alone but in terms of hu
man welfare. He proposed that 
states set up l)'esearch laboratories 
that could be used for reasonable fees 
by small business to find new uses 
for the resources of the state. Such 
'res$rch would also help turn into 
pfl1fits part' of the huge tonnage of 
farm wastes not used as foodstuffs 
for men or animals.-Country Book. 

former teacher, soCial worker and as
, sistant director of The School of Liv
ing, now of Lane's End, Ohio. 

Joann IDggins of Spokane, Wash., 
is a student of St. Mary's of Notre 
Dame. . 

From the Rural Life Schools come 
Rev. John LaFarge, S.J., who has 
always been an active and enthusias
tic member and officer of the NCRLC 
and known throughout the land for 
his great interest in racial problems; 
Rev. Thomas V. Kiernan, M.M., who 
through his experiences in the for
eign missions can appreciate the value 
of agriculture in the' conversion of a 
people; Rev. Joseph Steinhauser, well 
known cooperative pastor of Auburn
dale, Wis.; Mr. Samson Liph, Western 
Manager of the Jewish Agricultural 
Society, which has set an example of 
what can be done; Mr. Elmer T. Pet
erson, author of Forward to the Land, 
ardent defender of a sound agrarian 
program; Mr. S. M. Thorfinnson, Ex
tension Leader in Land Use, North 
Dakota Agricultural College, and an 
"old-timer" of St. John's (Collegeville, 
Minn.) Rural Life sessions. 
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RURAL ,LITERATURE 

A WORLD TO RECONSTRUCT 
By Guido Gonella. The Bruce Pub

lishing company, Milwaukee, 1944. 
335 pages. 
Dr. Gonella of Vatican City pre

sents in this book fundamental prin
ciples and applications. It is precise 
and terse in statement, logical in 
reaching conclusions. Men of good 
will everywhere are conscious of the 
absolute necessity for sound postu
lates upon which to build world peace. 

Read the book, so creditably trans
lated by Dr. Bouscaren; secure extra 
copies and pass them around among 
editors, politicians, teachers and min
isters. 

L. G. L. 

PRACTICAL FARMING 
By Power and KivZin. E. M. Hale and 

Company, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
1944. 
It is possible to' write of "Practical 

Farming" with keen satisfaction. The 
1944 revised edition of this agricul
ture text for upper grades fills a great 
need long felt by county agents, su
perintendents, principals, and teach
ers in Wisconsin's Dairyland and sur-
rounding states. . 

The book is so clear and simple that 
even. a' "city slicker" can understand 
it. It covers everything from cut
worms to Government Aid in Agri
culture, and does so without trying to 
give an eighth grader a course in 
High School Biology or College Eco
nomics. When the authors tell of 
farm pests, they tell how, to rec
ognize them, what harm they do, and 
how tc:> get rid of them, in language 
simple enough to be understood. 

Mr. Power and Dean Kivlin haven't 
forgotten the most important crop 
raised on a farm-children. Placing 
first things first, they begin their 
book with the farm family. The 
farm is not only a place that raises 
crops and livestock but a place .in 
which to live a full life, raise a family 
and 'build a future. You will like 
their philosophy. 

An accompanying workbook and 
teachers' manual will be off the press 
soon. 

E. C. BETTINGER, 
Chairman, Textbooks for 
Rural Schools, NCRLC. 

BUY AN ACRE 
By Paul Corey. The Dial Press, New 

, York, 1944; 204 pages. $2.00. 
Nothing much new in its 204 pages, 

. but written just a little differently 
than similar books. It "chucks the 
Ilokum'.' with bold realities, and it 
makes you hope' for an acre of your 
own.' L. G. L. 

DEMOCRACY REBORN 
By Henry A. Wallace. Reynal & ' 

Hitchcock, Inc., New York. 274 
pages. $3.00. 
When anyone tells you that Henry 

A. Wallace is a socialist, a pink, a fel
low traveler, a communist-in all jus
tice and charity, do not take it for 
granted. Find out just exactly what 
he has said, and what he has written; 
then pass a judgment which is estab
lished on sound and tested logic. 

You will find H~nry A. Wallace on 
the side of the Papal Encyclicals, and 
more so than any other public man of 
today (including Eric Johnson). 

, 'L. G. L. 

INSTITUTE OF INTER. AMERICAN 
AFFAIRS PUBLICATIONS 

How to Rework Scrap into Steel for 
Tool8 tells how to determine the type 
of scrap, as ,well as how to rework 
wrought iron scrap. into steel, steel 
scrap into ,usable .form, 'and cast iron 
scrap into steel. ' 

How to Smelt Iron Ore with Simple 
Equipment 

How to Make an Anvil. 
How to Make a Simple Forge 
How to Make Charcoal 
How to Make a Bellows 
How to Make a.Blacksmith'8 Ham

mer, Chisel, and Fulfer • ' 
How to Make a Blacksmith's !fongs 
Principle8 of Annealing, Te~ering, 

and Iiardening 
How to Make a Hoe 
How to Make a Pick Ax 
How to Make a Machete' 
How to Tan Leather describes the 

process from the time of killing, unt!l 
the leather is ready for use. 

How to Make a Thrower- Type 
Loom. This loom will weavevege
table or wool fibers and is designed to 
require a minimum of metal. 

All these pamphlets may be ob
tained in Spanish translation. Both 
the English and Spanish editions. have 
complete drawings and working in
structions. 

IT ALL GOES TOGETHER . 
Selected E88aY8 by Eric Gill. The 

Devin-Adair Company, New York, 
1944. 188 pages. $3;50. 
The essays are short and snappy. 

They are pungent and cutting. They 
are direct and straightforward. They 
are iconoclastic and deeply religious. 
'Eric Gill, might be accused of being 
queer, but not of being illogical. He 
is a moralist who believes that 3 fol" 
lows 2 and is not afraid to admit that 
1 precedes both 2 and 3. 

His Essays-The Human Person 
arid Society; Work; Private Property; 
Education for What?; The Leisure 
State-must be read by every oppon
ent of Rural Life (and admirers, too). 

L. G. L. 

CO-OPS PLAN FOR 
WAR WORLD 
The Cooperative League of 

A., New York, 1944. 63 
The report of an 

Conference. We notice 
the presence of, and ,...a..Lu,e:m,,, 
Catholic leaders like 
Coady and J. J. Tompkins 
Scotia, and Dr. Donald MCLean 
Catholic University. 

PEACE THROUGH COIOE)EJ;~A 
By J. Henry Cm·penter. 

Brothers, New York 
pages. $1.25. ' 
A brief, but sound, explanatio 

the '. Christian philosophy n 
the Cooperative Movement 
by putting into practice the 
of Christ. "to love thy neighbor 
Cooperative Movement points th~ 
to 'an endurable peace. 

ADDRESSED TO YOUTH 
By Sister M. Madeleva. Saint 

thony Guild Press, Paterson 
Jersey, 1944. 60 pages. 50 ' 
A series of addresses to 

dents ot St. Mary's of Notre' 
Through everyday . channels, 
Madeleva keeps before her audience 
the high ideals and the responsibility 
that go hand in hand with the priv: 
ilege of being a Catholic girl in 'Ii. 
Catholic College. Fine for young 
people's meditation. 

O. M.B. 

'L'EDUCATION DANS LE MOUVE
MENT COOPERATIF 
Conseil Superieur de la Cooperation, 

Quebec, 1943. 153 pages. $1.50. 
The.report of the 4th General Con

gress of Cooperatives held in Quebec, 
September 11-13, 1942. Some splendid 
speeches and lively discussions, A 
gem from Archbishop Charbonneau of 
Montreal: "I have asked my priests 
to take an interest in cooperatives
if you find any re8istance among them, 
I ask you to come and see me." (Ap
plause.) 

L.G.L. 

ZERO STORAGE IN YOUR HOME 
By Boyden Sparkes. Doubleday, Dor· 

an & Company, 'Inc., Garden City, 
New York, 1944. 145 pages. $2.50. 
Don't miss this story of the advan-

tages and possibilities of individual 
storage lockers for both farm and 
city people now,' and following the 
war. "If any factory whose workers 
all lived in homes they owned, on 
land where they produced their food, 
was compelled to shut down for a sea-

. son, who would be harmed?" Who, 
indeed! That very good friend of 
the NCRLC, Mr. H. E. Babcock of 
Cornell University, is given credit for 
much of the pioneering in this impor
tant work. 

. Names and addresses of manufac
turers and full instructions for stor
ing, etc.,. are in Part Two. 

O. M. B, 
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The Textbook 

A 724-page textbook. 32 full-page pictures of mo
dern farm practices. Practical, authentic, interesting. 

List price, per capy .••••................. $1 .96 

(Subjec.t to usual school discount.> 

LAND AND .HOME SEPTEMBER 1944 

* See page 88 for review 
in this issue on Practical 
Farming. 

Life on the Farm 

liThe farm is not 
only a place that 
raises cr~ops and 
I ivestock,'but a 
place to live a full 
life, raise a fam-

'. i1y, and build a 
future." 

The Workbooks 

Two 64~page workbooks. One for fa I! and one for 
spring. 

List price, each ...•.••....•..•......•••. $ .56 

(Subject to usual school discount.>_ 

89 



THE DOVE FLIES SOUTH 
By James A. Hyland. The Bruce Pub

lishing Company, Milwaukee, Wisc., 
1943., 274 pages. $2.50. 
The skin of a white man is made to 

turn black t6 attempt to prove to him 
that the Negro is a human being. 
George 'Woodward is the man whof\e 
fanatical hatred and fear of the negro 
make him the ideal subject for this 
amazing test. After a crime his trav
els take him to the deep South, where 

- he endures the hardships and heart
aches of the Negro. From Father 
Ozan, a young Negro Catholic priest, 
who is intensely interested in the ag
ricultural as well as the spiritual wel
fare of his people, he learns that the 
Negro "is not satisfied with being 
merely an impoverished "share-crop
per." Father Ozan tells him, "I can 
see why our people lack ambition; 
they have ,no stake in the soil; no plot 
to call their .own." B. P. 

HOW TO LIVE IN TH;El COUNTRY 
WITHOUT FARMING 
By Milton Wend. Doubleday, Doran 

& Co., Inc., Garden City, New York, 
1944. 304 pages. $2.50. . 
A brief, yet quite complete, ency-

clopedia for the use of the part-time' 
farmer. The first chapter presents the 
soundest possible economic, philos
ophy. The remaining twenty-three 
chapters furnish useful, practical and 
sensible information. The bibliogra
phies are excellent. 

L. G. L. 

PAMPHLETS 

TODA Y'S AGRICULTURE 
By Hammonds and Woods. J. B. Lip

pincott Company, New York, 1943. 
522 pages. $1.44. 
An inclusive textbook on agricul

ture for the seventh and eighth 
grades integrating the Natural and 
Social Sciences. One section is de
voted to -the values of farm life and 
the' vocations in farming. The his
tory and aims of 4-H and Future 
Farmers are outlined, and the impor
tance of the farm home, its surround
ings and conveniences, are stressed. 
The book is practical, attractive, and 
usable. 

O.M. B. 

CO-OPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS 
AND ,POST-WAR RELIEF 
International Labour Office, Montreal, 

1943. 171 pages. $LOO. 
Parts I and II contain a. general 

survey of the co~operative movement 
as it existed throughout the world 
preceding the war. Part III consid
ers the possible role of the co-opera-' 
tive movement in the immediate poste. 
war problem of relief. 

WHERE'S THE MONEY 
COMING 'FROM? 
By Stuart Ohase., The Twentieth Cen

tury Fund, New York, 1943. 178 
pages. $1.00. 
An explanation of how our financial 

system Qperates" and the author's in
terpretation of how it might be used 
to support full employment. One of 
six explanatory reports on postwar 
problems. . ' 

}>amphlets can be secured from the Book Department, N~C.R.L.C. 

Author 
N.C.lU.C. 

, N.C.R.L.C. 

f\,DAMS 

BINNIE 

HYNES 

MUENCH 

~AWE 

WARD 

Title' 
RURAL LIFE; IN A PEACEFUL WORLD 

The latest and the best. 

CATHOLIC CHURCHMEN AND 
COOPERATIVES 

What Popes and Bishops have written. 

Is Rural Life the Answer? 
Good for study clubs. 

The Compost Heap 
~ractical directions. 

City Slickers and Dumb Farmers 
Clever, instructive for young or old. 

F arm-Family-Prosperity 
Explains the sound economic way of farm life. 

Partnership ,with God 
An inspiring apdress. 

Reading to Save the Home 
A very valuable pamphlet. It lists a great 
variety of books and pamphlets. 

WQrds That Made History 
The Rochdale Principles and, the Papal 
Encyclicals. 

.20 

.10 

.20 

.10 

.05 

.10 

.o~ 

SANDRA KENDALL OF 
By Ella Williams Porter'. 

& Company, New York 
1942. 267 pages. $2.00' 
An imaginary but tYPic~1 

al community is the setting 
about 4-H clubwork, which 
is being done among rUral 
girls to guide and prepare 
become useful citizens and 
farmers. Written especially for 
girls, older members of 4-H 
enjoy and recall the ' 
and situations encountered 
bara Kendall, and 
Home Demonstration 
goel;! about the county, 
prpblems of the young folks as 
as straightening out some of the 
sters. 

TEACHING CHILDREN WITH 
FARM-HOME BACKGROUND 
Compiled by the Rural School 

mittee of the Milwaukee 
cese, under the direction of 
~phael N. Hamilton, S.J., and 
George E. Vander Beke. 
University, Milwaukee, lX"lftA:~ __ .,; 

1944. 48 pages. 50 cents. 
Part I is a syllabus adapting 

teaChing of geography to the need 
'elementary rural schools. Part 
has suggestions for the High 
and relates actual experiences 
out as a result of the first 
course in a Rural Life Summer 
for Sisters. 

; 
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