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~i",--OM THE HIERARCHY ••• 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. , 

NO 400/4Q 
THIS NO. SHOULD 9E PREfiXED TO THe ANSWfR 

Rt. Rev. Magr. L~ G. Llguttl 
Exeoutive Secre}ary. N.C.B.L.C. 
3801 Grand Avenue 
Des Moines 12, Iowa 

Blght Reverend and dear Monaignor: 

SS39 JllASSAc:RUM:ns AVIlNu£, 

W.SUlIiG1ON. D. C. 

Jannary 19. 1944 

I wish to thank you tor 
your klnd letter ot JanuAry 15th, wlth the enolosed copy 
of the recent statement on rural 11te. I am sure that the 
timely advance preparation for the'problems of rural life 
in th!l atter war will be productive ot many exoellent res~lts, 
while if they ar~ negleoted now the country at large will not 
be ready to oonfrontthe problems that face it, nor to reap 
~he advantages of sound rural lite in the sooial, economio 
and religious lite ot the nation. 

With oongratulatlons to the National Catholio Rural Lite 
Conference on its asslduous attention to these vltalquestiona, 
I remain with sentlments ot deep esteem and every good wlsh. 

Sinoerely ;yours 1!l Chrlst." 

/.~ ~~ 
A~hOP of La~ea 

Apoetollc Delegate 

, Bishop Kelley Says ••• 

A few weeks ago I had the good 
fortune for a lonesome convalescent 
to be treated to a visit from Mon
signor Ligutti of the Catholic Rural 
Life Conference. He had not come 
for a discussion on rural life but only 
to speak a word of greeting to me and 
express a hope for an early recovery. 
But I would not let it go at that. We 
had the discussion and it did me good. 
The subject was not all new to me. 
I told the Monsignor that in my first 
appeal for the establishment of the 
Church Extension Society, I had 
made a reference to it that might be 
of interest to the Conference. He 
asked me to put that into writing. 

But a better plan, I thought, would 
be simply to repeat what I had writ
ten as it appeared in the Ecclesiastical 
Review in 1904, and later in what 
we in Extension called "The Little 
Shanty" pamphlet, which was in use 
for at least ten years after the founda
tion of the Society. Here it is: 

"Last week I sat in the library of 
a Chicago club that has a membership 
of two thousand five hundred of the 
strong men of that great city. I asked 
the friend who was with me, and who 
was a member of the club, what per
centage of these men had been born 
in Chicago. He answered: 'Less 
than twenty-five per cent.' I then 
asked him where they had come from. 
He answered: 'They are country 
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BISHOP OF GALVESTON 

I am astonished, and happy, over 

the evidences of the wide spreading 

interest in Catholic Rural Life. God 

bless all who are promoting it. 

You are taking the loneliness away 

from the farm, and leaving laughter 

and pleasant social life. You are 

showing how the fragrance of the 

upturned sod is more agreeable than 

the mixed vapors of the factory, and I 

that the farmer eats his bread in 

greater freshness and in more freedom 

than others. I am sure Catholic 

Rural Life will do much to turn the 

eyes of young married, and rapidly 

marrying soldiers to a home on the 
, ",.J 

"",.m. 

With all good wishes, 
o 

Yours faithfully in Christ, 

+C. E. Byrne 

Bishop of Galveston 

boys. They come from all over the 
West. Their descendants will prob
ably have togo back, in many cases, 
to the farm, or suffer from the com
petition of the strong young, fellow 
who has already learned his lesson of 
life there.' Yes, the truth is that the 
flesh and brain of America is grow
ing in the country and in the smaJl 
town, until it goes forth to city after 
city with its treasury of power. What 
inroads on business and professional 
life these sons of farmers are making 
everywhere! They fill the benches 
of the universities and colleges today, 
but tomorrow they will fill the chairs, 
if they are not already filling them. 
Today they are behind the counter; 
but tomorrow they will be behind the 
desk. Today they are digging the 
mine; but tomorrow they will be at 
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the ticker with experience to back an 
unclouded judgment. Let these men 
go to the cities as they now are, too 
often religiously neglected, and what 
will become of your magnificence? 
In the town of the 'shanty' are 
names like those of the O'Donnells 

and the O'Connells, all leaders in 
the community, as they should be 
with their heritage of honest red 
blood; but some have drifted away 
from us; and as for the others, the 
breath of a zephyr would sweep them 
from their religious moorings. Many 

of their brightest children have 
for the cities, and have taken 
places in professional life, but the 
pews of the cathedral know th 
not; nor does the beauty of the :: 
thousand dollar altar move the 
The golden moment has passed." In. 

"COMMUNISM" GOES TO MASS 
L. G. Ligllili 

I T WAS getting dark. We had just 
watched a flaming sunset play 

hide and seek among the hills and 
along the winding road. Lake Cha
pala reflected the colors. of the sky. 
Across its placid blue waters one 
could see in his mind's eye the 
nestling villages on Lago di Garda 
or the castles on' Lake Geneva. 

I contended that Sahuayo was on 
the left of the main highway. Bishop 
Schlarman was just as sure that it 
was on the right. Father Abbot 
Laurence kept to the middle of the 
road in dignified silence. As the 
gentle reader expected, Sahuayo was 
on the right side. 

We were going to call on Father 
Alcuin and Father Egbert, the two 
American Benedictines who are estab
lishing a Foundation and an agricul
tural school in that village. Sahuayo 
has always been a good Catholic town. 
Its white towers, shining in the sun, 
can be seen for miles. A fourteen
year-old boy, martyr from the days 
of the Cristeros is buried in the crypt 
of the Parroquia. The priests wear 
Roman collars on the streets. Every
body knew where the American 
Padres lived. The kiss of peace hav
ing been given and oh's and ah's 
exchanged, we left to return the next 
day. 

Zamorra's Fenix hotel is really com
fortable. Bishop Schlarman said 
Mass in the seminary chapel, Father 
Abbot in the convent, the writer in 
the only finished nave of a large 
church. It was the First Friday and 
every church and chapel in Mexico 
is crowded on that day. 

It is delightful to see the valley 
of Lake Chapala-black soil, slightly 
rolling, plenty of moisture through 
rain or irrigation, comfortably warm 
weather the year around. Farming 
methods are still very primitive. Crops 
are meager in spite of the unlimited 
possibiliti,es of the productive soil. 
Only a few years ago one large land
owner had title to and managed over 
40,000 hectares (100,000 acres) with 
thousands of peones living . in towns 
and working in the fields at 5eJ? cen
tavos (lOc) per diem. The material 
production of the fields was greater 
in those days. But production is not 
an end in itself. 

Father Alcuin had arranged an 
interview with some of the leading 
men of the town-fine gentlemen, 
charming, learned, well-versed in 
Spanish and English. They told us 
of the need for agricultural schools 
and of the good the American Bene
dictine Foundation would accomplish. 

We had Chapala white fish for 
dinner, cooked by a Kansas lady. 
Well, there is nothing better than 
Chapala white fish. It's milk white. 
It's sweet! Catch it! Fry it and try 
itt We tried it! 

That very charming gentleman, His 
Excellency Bishop Fulcheri of ZaIn. 

'orra, had quoted Obregon as saying 
"You' must prepare for proprietor~ 
ship." 

When Emiliano Zapata said: 
"Tierra y Libertad (Land and lib
erty) ,"he was only partly right. 
We found that out while sitting in 
the shaded colonnade of a patio. 
We asked to see some e jidatarias and 
we saw them. We asked for four, 
and ten came. They ranged in age 
from twenty-four to sixty-five. They 
wore .sombreros, white pants and 
jacket, and sandals over their bare 
feet. Scraggly beards of Tarascan 
Indians, mestizos and Spanish pro
files could be seen in the group. All 
were natives of the village, all sons 
of peones. One was not married, nine 
had families ranging from one to 
ten children. They were born "in the 
old days." Some had worked for the 
haciendado. 

In those days (before 1928) it 
was twelve hours of daily work. The 
peones owned no property. They 
were always in debt to the landlord. 
Then land division came. Five had 
cultivated their parcelas, two to four 
hectares each from 1928, one for ten 
years, the others for a shorter time. 

They complained about the inse
curity of land tenllre and the unequal 
fertility of the parcelas allotted to 
each. From a legal viewpoint, the 
land has been nationalized and the 
President assigns a parcel to Jose or 
Antonio or Pancho, but the real 
ownership is not transferred. That 
explains partly the decrease in pro-
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Someone has said that "the 
is the shadow of the 

No real ownership, no pro-' 

and farm implements 
in the agricultural en

We took count. The ten 
had this totality of live

one heifer; three mules; no 
no cows; all had a few chick

lived in towns and went out 
land one to five miles away. 

Obrel!:(lD could have added: "Be
education for farm proprietor
one must possess tools and live
in proportion to his landhold-

is absolutely necessary, and 
credit ata decent rate of interest is 
not available in Mexico. The more 
prosperous farmers can borrow at 9 
per cent from the equivalent of our 
Farm Credit Administration, but the 
small farmer has to pay much more. 
The following quotation is taken from 
Mexican Labor News (January 5, 
1943) in an official press release of 
the Communist party: 

"According to a report made by 
Lombardo Toledano to the recent ag
ricultural conference in Mexico City, 
farmers in the Mexican state of Oax
aca are forced to pay an interest of 
102 percent, in Puebla 120 percent, 
in Vera Cruz 180 percent and in 
Guerrero as high as 300 percent." 

No wonder Accion National and the 
Synarchistas are advocating better 
credit facilities. 

When asked what they desired 
most, the unanimous answer was: 
More knowledge of how to increase 

Joe. I understand all right, Miss 
Thatch. 1 understand good. She's 
lIpOiled. All theesa girl is the sam&
everybody is a tell she's a wonderful. 
Every day goes a moofies--what she 
Bee?-just girla, girla, girla-girla is 
wonderfuI-isa come hom&-turn ra
dio-what she hear-girla, girla, 
girIa-Martha, Betty, Jane, all won
derfuI-so she think-Pm a girl
I'm Wonderful. 1 no gotta work-I 
no gotta cook-I no gotta have kids 
-I no gotta do nothing-Pm a girl
it's enough-Pm wonderful. 

Sophie Treadwell 
Hope for a Harvest 
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production. Their meals are typical
ly Mexican-corn, beans, some bread, 
a little coffee, garlic, onions, peppers, 
garbanzo, tomatoes. That's all they 
produce. That's all they eat, except 
occasionally some pork, beef, goat or 
mutton. Bishop Schlarman suggested 
at all points the value of soya beans 
as furnishing possible vegetable pro
tein. If some day Mexican Catholic 
farmers should increase their protein 
.diet, you might credit it to the insist
ence of the Bishop of Peoria, Presi
dent of the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference. 

With no knowledge of crop rota
tion, no acquaintance with crop varie
ties and possibilities, the peones may 
be said to have secured land but no 
liberty. Agricultural Schools, Exten
sion Service, demonstration agents 
are needed, or Mexico's plight gradu
ally will become worse and worse. 

The circle of men sitting in the 
, shadowed arcade \'Vas quite varied

Americans, campesifuis, and the pas
tor of the nearby Church. It was the 
very learned and accomplished, Cura 
who testified first: Yes, all the men, 
are and have been very faithful Cath
olics, good family people, sober, de
vout. It was through the pastor that 
the interrogatory took place. The 
men were inclined to be silent at first, 
allowing only one to respond, but they 
soon found out that each was ex
pected to reply, so the natural Indian 
reserve was broken down. 

No, the government had never in
terfered with the payment of the 
tithes, the immemorial custom of 
Mexican farmers. There was only 
one synarchista present; two were fa
vorable, the others not interested. 
None of them voted at the regular 
elections. They smiled and said, "It 
don't count." 

The big need is instruction in agri
cultural methods. The government 
schools of agriculture do give some 
instruction, but the majority of the 
people cannot avail themselves of 
these benefits. The graduates do not 
become farmers. They take political 
jobs. 

It is not true that people were 
brought in from elsewhere to take 
over the land-division jxJrcelas. (That 

1944 

is the general accusation against the 
government. ) 

Not very many are too lazy to cul
tivate the allotted acreage. As far as 
those present could tell, about two 
belonged to that classification out of 
some 500 ejidatarios. Some take a 
parcela, but prefer to rent it out to a 
larger landowner and work for wages. 

Some fields went untilled during 1943 
. jJecause of emigration to the United 
~"States. 

A very specific question was asked. 
"If a good Christian landowner were 
to possess and manage a big hacienda 
as in the days gone by, if he were to 
be just and charitable, pay good wages 
and furnish decent housing, would 
you prefer to work for him or continue 
the present system?" The unanimous 
answer was to continue the present 
system with modifications. They want 
to be independent. The pastor ex
pected a different answer. Many will 
tell you that the choice of the peones 
is irresponsible wage-earning proleta
rianism. We did not find such a state
ment true. The system as it .works 
now is wretched. The fundamental 
idea is sound-socially, economically 
and religiously. The land belongs to 
the people. It must be used as a 
means of personal and family develop
ment for the people. This is plain 
Christian doctrine. 

In the village of San Marco not far 
from Toluca a new religious fiesta has 
been introduced in late years, "The 
Feast Day of Land Division." "Com
munism" can be made to go to Mass. 
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FARM HOME-KINGDOM 
AND SANCTUARY 
Igndtius Esser, O. S. 8. 

T HE farm home like the city home 
is a place for a family to live in. 

It is therefore a center of life for the 
very important social unit called the 
Farm Family. All human life on 
earth is transitory. We have not 
here, on this earth, a lasting city or 
home. The temporary life here is 
only a preparation for life beyond. 
The farm home should be designed 
for the fullest and best possible kind 
of life on earth; which means it must 
be predominantly religious. 

The farm home comes nearest to 
being the foundation of society. He 
who aspires to establish a farmhome 
should fill it with inspiration and 
incentives to strive for high ideals. 
Even the poorest farm home can be 
the source of inspiration and high 
incentives. Nor does one have to 
build a new home to have something 
beautiful. There is such a thing as 
remodeling an old home or cleaning 
up and beautifying an old house. The 
main reasons for lack of improve
ment are: 1. Fear that it might cost 
too much. 2. Dread of the work it 
may take. 3. Indifference!!! 

Parents can foster in their children 
a love for a more beautiful home 
and thus enlist their cooperation in 
improving their home. Call to the at
tention of your own children the more 
attractive and more pleasing homes 
in their own neighborhood, and point 
out to them. what makes them such. 
Assist your children ih building up 
an Album Collectio~ of Beautiful 
Homes. If they will search in mag
azines and papers for beautiful homes, 
yards, gardens, arbors, they will by 
and by desire the realization of things 
beautiful in their own home surround
ings. Parents must lead the way and 
set the pace. 

In most cases the site will no longer 
be a matter of choice. Yet, now and 
then a new farm home is to be estab
lished, and then it will be important 
to deliberate to· find the best location 

on a farm for the residence and other 
buiidings. For the sake of good drain
age and good air, select an eminence. 
Observe the prevailing winds of the 
locality, lest you build your residence 
in the path of all the stable and barn
yard odors. Never build your house 
where the barn drainage will con
taminate your house premises. Do 

no~ build too near the highway. Con
nect house and barn with the highway 
by a good private driveway. Never 
build your house on the outside of a 
curve in the highway, otherwise every 
passing car at night will have its 
headlights aimed right at your house 
and disturb your family in the hours 
of its resting time. The entrance to 
your farm home should be made so 
attractive that your family always 
gladly comes home and passers-by 
fain would drive in. It should be 
inviting. 

If the beauty of your home is not 
to be superficial, there are five basic 
points that must be taken into full 
account: local building materials, 
water supply, electricity, heating, 
paint. 

It is usually a mark of . economy 
as well as of good taste to utilize. as 
much as possible things close at 
hand. Why buy cement and sand 
and haul them for niiles to build a 
walk around your house when you 

could find nice smooth stones 
in your creek bed or on your 
bank that would make a mUch 
artistic walk. Why buy all your 
and shrubs from a nursery for 
landscaping, when your own 
forest and fence rows supply 
varieties of trees, lovely elder 
sumac shrubs? Nature is UV"'LllL~nl1 
and the farmer lives in the midst 
it. Why buy for money When 
gives so freely? 

Water is one thing that you 
going to use every day of your 
E,:ery member of your family, 
anImal on your farm, often 
vegetables and flowers will 
of you water that they may live. 

,Knowing this in advance, why not 
study. this need thoroughly and try 
to plan f'or it so completely that you 
will save time and money. Surely, 
have a good well, a power pump (and 
also a hand p~mp for emergency, 
when the power IS off or the motor is 
crippled), a pressure tank, an auto
matic control. Add float valves to 
your horse and stock troughs, and 
you can really enjoy using water in 
abundance. Be sure to use ample 
size water pipes and lay them deep 
in the ~round to avoid freezing in the 
winter. 

Present-day farmers nearly all are 
in reach of electric current. What 
a convenience! This power yields rich 
dividends to the careful farmer. But, 
before you allow a wire to be stretched 
over your place, design your electrical 
system. Don't let the electricians 
spoil your prospects for a beautiful 
home by planting unsightly poles and 
stretching disturbing wires all around 
your property. A few well placed 
underground electric cables can sup
ply convenient switchboxes just where 
you need them-one for the house, 
one for the barn, one for the granary 
·with its mill, and one for the tool 
house. Then you will never be run
ning into overhead wires with a load 
of hay. The storm will not drop 
dangerous sizzling electric wires int9 
the reach of your children. And yOU 

will not have those unsightly wires 
spoiling the beauty of your ·landscap
ing for all years to come. 

In modern times furnaces can be 
installed for rather low costs. The 
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in keeping the house warm 
consideration. Furnace or 

provide a convenient coal 
KllU' ..... '" that you shall have 

every year and burn coal 
at least in the winter. 

is superficial in its applica
. basic in its effect of saving 

of things, be they 
barns, implements, or ma
Never use cheap paint. The 
costs the most in the long 

the best is the cheapest. 
all means look to beauty 

Cn{)()Sllng colors and combina-
colors. 
we have five objects in na
will help to make any home 
: trees, shrubs, grass, flowers 

birds. 
economy farmer wants fruit 

of course. They yield beauty 
.fruit. One or two big shade trees 

the southwest corner of the ' 
. will shield the home against the 

-.eXcessive heat of the early afternoon 
>~1,Ul in summer. A clump of ever-
greens will look beautiful all year 
and will protect the house against the 
Severe cold of winter, if placed as a 
break against the prevailing winter 
winds. There should be big shady 
spots in the yard to invite people 
outdoors in the summertime. 

Shrubs can decorate the corners of. 
the house and the corners of the yard, 
also other places. Flowers and birds 
are God's cheering gifts to men. They 
give us pleasing colors, exquisite per
fumes, and faultless melody. The 

flowers are ours for the planting and 
careful tending. The birds are seek
ing our hospitality. Nest material, 
food, and water can be supplied, and 
thus the birds will find in your home 
a shelter. 

To be really beautiful a farm home 
must have all the buildings properly 
placed and yards established. Build
ings should not be placed pell mell. 
There should be convenience and 
also good appearance. Fences must 
make it impossible for cows to look 
into the kitchen window and chickens 
to mess up the front porch. There 
should be a house yard with becom
ing landscaping, an enclosed garden, 
barn yard and chicken yard. An im
plement house and a tool house should 
be at hand and actually used. 

The auto should be as near the 
house as possible to add convenience 
to the use of the car, therefore place 
your garage very ,near to the residence 
or even make it apart of the very 
house itself. The same might be 
said of such things as root, cellars .. 
One other space can be designed' fQr' J 
great convenience---a rough and .,; 
ready room where the men of the 
household can store their work clothes 
and work shoes. This could be a 
basement room or a little adjunct of 
the house, in which a concrete floor 
might be built. In one corner a 
shower bath could be placed, so that 
men coming in from field work could 
easily rinse off the sweat and dust 
before putting on house clothes. A 
few clothes hooks and shoe shelves 

MOTHER MURPHY 
Sister Agnes. C.S.J. 

I cannot think of anything my mother 
Ever did for herself. When we were small 

She spent whole mornings helping one or other 
Of us make paper boats or doll clothes. All 

Her world of praying, cooking, sewing 
Revolved around each unsuspecting head. 

. She usec:J her whole life's strength to keep us growing 
Nor stopped when we were housed and clothed and fed-

She taught us how to sing and play and dream. 
She taught us where was Life and Joy and Light. 

. Nothing in our small lives could ever seem 
Dreary or dull. She to~k such deep delight 

In living, serving, loving. It was thus 
Our Mother made these lessons clear to us. 
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and some rough shoe brushes and a 
bench or two will be furnishings 
enough. Along with mention of this 
shower bath placed where one can 
splash without detrimentto the neater 
bathroom, why not for convenience 
place a wash basin with running 
water in each bedroom, rather than 
make folks wait for the use of. the 
bathroom? 

It is always gratifying to see a 
large farm home. Plenty of rooms 
and rooms large enough for their pur
poses are helps to more satisfying 
living. Do not forget to have ample 
closet space for clothing and linens 
and miscellaneous things. But, 
whether few or many, the rooms 
should be adorned with pictures that 
will add home atmosphere. Certainly, 
there should be some religious pic
tures. The image of our crucified 
Savior should also enjoy a prominent 
place in every home. Art reproduc
tions of some of the best paintings 
can be procured for very little cost. 

A Prayer Nook ought to find a 
place in the home. The great St. 
Chrysostom called the family an 
"Ecclesiola," which means "a little 
Church." The fact is that the family 
antedates the Church. Both have 
. been divinely established. To en
courage the use of religion, especially 
family prayers in the home, there 
should be a place that invites to 
prayer. This Prayer Nook should 
consist of a small shelf or altar in 
some room corner, supplied with a 
Crucifix and two candles blessed on 
Candlemas Day, also pictures and 
flowers. The decorations could in 
some way remind one of the various 
times in the ecclesiastical year, such 
as Lent, Christmas, Easter, and so 
on. Before this family shrine the 
members of the household could daily 
asseml?le for their prayers. Why 
should families be pagan in a Chris
tian era? 

The -Reading Corner is a most im
portant educational feature in the 
home. Book shelves, magazine racks, 
and newspaper shelves,ought all to 
be concentrated in one part. of the 
house for convenience in finding them 
for use. The lower shelves of the 
book space should be for the chil
dren's books. A reading table with 
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a good light ought to be in this same 
corner. By keeping these things all 

. in one definite place it will never be 
a problem. to find the magazine or 
paper or book that you want. In a 
different part of the house a Recre
ation Center should be provided. 

And now we corne to a very im
portant place-the Queen's Room. 
Yes, you guessed it-the kitchen. 
Mother is the Queen of the family. 
Think of the hours she spends in the 
kitchen, a good part of her life. For 
that reason it ought not to be a drab 
place. 'Make it as cheerful and con
venient as possible. Place equip
ment where it will save many steps 
every day. Provide colored pottery 
and dishes. Adorn the window sill 
with geraniums. Even try to provide 
a lovely vista from the kitchen win
dow. For the sake of a busy mother 
it is even good to plan to have a 
bedroom near the kitchen, not, so 
much for her to enjoy the use of it, 
but where she can conveniently take 
care of a sleeping child or a sick mem
ber of the family. 

In conclusion, I recommend to all 
farmers the practice of true Christian 
hospitality. Plan your home to pro
vide for guests at meals and over 
night. If you can't afford spare 
rooms for guests or even spare beds, 
have cots at hand to avoid embar-

. rassment. By divine prompting good 
is diffusive. Let the good spirit of 
your farm home be enjoyed by guests. 
They will become your apostles or 
messengers of the great joy that 
permeates and emanates from the 
beautiful Farm Horne. 

The townee, boxed in bricks and 
stones, slave of the city that he owns, 
has never heard the angel wings that 
flntter over growing things, the voice 
from the gestating clod, the hymn of 
nature praising God. May be! He'S 
Dot becanse of that, a victim of his 
habitat. God's images all round he 
sees--men! far more wonderful than 
trees. And like one gallant tree that 
springs from paving-stones, he spires 
and sings. And when his bricks come 
clattering down amid the min of the 
town, he, kneeling first, stands then 
upright, and is God's senant in the 
Right. . 
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BOY-CALF-DOG AND PAP 
IJllJerf Eisele 

IT WAS a cool and cloudy April 
day and the farmer was setting 

out fruit trees. Looking on was the 
farmer's six-year-old son, Eugene, 
and with the boy was Sport, a hand
some Collie dog. 

The farmer finished his job of set
ting out the trees. It was getting 
toward evening then and a rain was 
be,ginning to fall, so the farmer 
walked back to the pasture gate. 

Hello! the spotted cow was miss
ing. That meant she had calved and 
would have to be brought up, to
gether with her calf. A newborn calf 
couldn't stand the cold rains of April. 
The farmer 'let the other cattle into 
the yard, then went on down the 
lane and found that the spotted cow 
had calved all right, and in .the far
thest corner of the pasture, of c0tWe. 
He tried to start the cow home, hop
ing that the calf would follow, but 
the calf wouldn't budge. Then final
ly he picked the calf up in his arms 
and carried it about thirty steps, 
where he put it down, so the cow 
would see it and come running. When 
the cow had come up the farmer 
carried the calf another thirty steps, 
and by this process got the cow and 
the calf home and into the barn. 

In the barn were Eugene and the 
dog. The cow, seeing the dog, made 
for it and the dog fled. 

"Gee, papa I exclaimed Eugene, 
"but that's a pretty calf! Can I have 
it?" 

"Why yes!" said the farmer, with 
an air of sudden alid emphatic de
cision. "Yes sir, you're big enough to 
have a calf I And so this is your calf I " 

"That's my calf then, and I'm the 
boss of itl" said the boy happily. 
"Now I got a calf and a dogl Sport's 
my dog, too, isn't he, papa?" 

"Yes, Sport's your dog. Of course 
I use him once in a while, to chase 
the horses or cows or pigs, but I 
just borrow him. He's your dog." 

That evening at supper the 
announced the new status to his wife 
and reaffirmed it to his son: "SpOrt's 
his dog and so is the calf-and I'm 
not going to take that calf away from 
him, either! You know, sometimes 
a papa gives his little boy a calf, and 
then the calf grows up and the papa 

needs money, so the papa takes the 
calf away from the boy and sells it 
and uses the money. But I'm never 
going to do that, no sir ! Not ever I " 

For a couple of days the farmer 
let the calf run with the cow, then 
he penned it up and taught it how 
to drink from a pail. That was quite 
a job; the calf got stubborn, and in 
its struggles took big mouthfuls of 
milk and then blew them in a spray 
all over the farmer, and also over 
the boy and the dog, that were 
standing near. "It's a little slow to 
learn," said the farmer, "but it won't 
be long until it'll drink the bottom 
right out of the pail and chew har
nesses to boot. By next week it 
won't think a thing of eating a belly
band before breakfast." 

Eugene called his calf Covie. His 
father asked him where he got that 
name and he said that he just made 
it up. The boy took over the feed
ing of the calf, giving it milk twice a 
day, and plenty of ground oats and 
fresh water. He invaded his father's 
protein feed room and gave the calf 
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meal, cottonseed meal, bran, 
and even bone meal. He 

in plenty of bedding, and 
on windy days he cried 

the wind blew all the straw 
fork before he could get to the 
He would go into the pen and 

calf, and Sport would jump 
and soon the boy, the calf 

the dog got to be the very best 
.~f~ends. 
. Warmer weather came-May, with 

'. its lilacs and bumblebees and apple 
blossoms-and then Eugene's father 
Said, "We've got to turn the calf out 
of its pen so it can get some of this 
. stuilight! A calf needs sunlight. We'll 
just turn it into the dooryard here, 

. and then it can go into the orchard 
iiit wants to, and if it goes out into 
the road, then you'll have to drive 
it back, because a car might hit it." 
So they turned the calf outdoors, and 
it stuck its tail into the air and went 
around that farmyard as if bumble
bees, hornets, wasps and everything 
else were after it. 
. In a day or two the calf started 
to go out toward the road where the 
cal'S were running and Eugene had 
to head it off, but later on the calf 
didn't try to go out toward the road 
aay more but just hung around the 
yards, and went into· the orchard a 
lot, where the grass was thick and 
green. They became fast friends, 
the boy, . the dog and the calf, and 
sometimes when the farmer came up 
from the field at noon he found the 
trio all curled up against the sunny 
side of' the haystack near the barn. 

"Come here, papa, and see what a 
nice calf Covie is!" Eugene said one 
day. "Pet him once." 

"Oh, no, I don't want to per him." 
"Yes, papa, you pet Covie! You 

never have petted Covie, and he likes 
to be petted! Pet him, papa-just 
once!" 

"And now pet Sport, too! Sport 
likes to be petted! He's an awful 
good dog, isn't he? He gets the cows 
up when you ask him, doesn't he?" 

"Yes, he gets the cows up. He's 
a good cattle dog." 

"And he chases jackrabbits, too, 
but he don't ever catch any because. 
the jackrabbits always get a head 

start. Say, papa, why do jackrabbits 
always get a head start?" " 

"1 don't know. Maybe becaUse 
they've got big ears." 

"And say, papa, when Sport comes 
back from chasing a jackrabbit and 
his tongue's hanging out, does that 
mean he's laughing?" 

"Yes, I guess so." 
"And when a cow eats an ear of 

corn, why does she always look up to 
heaven for?" 

"Oh, she just raises her head so 
she can swallow better. Only people 
look up to heaven." 

"You mean so they can swallow 
better?" 

"Oh, no. People look up to 
heaven because they feel that they'd 
like to go there when they die." 

The weeks passed, and one Sunday 
afternoon the farmer went out into 
his orchard to see how the young 

· fruit trees were coming. To his dis--
· may, he found on~of them broken 
off. It must have been the s;alf. 
Calves rubbed against trees, and a 
young fruit tree couldn't stand much. 
Even a rabbit could get the best of' 
a young fruit tree. 

The farmer grew angry. He prized 
those young fruit trees. He prized. 
his entire orchard. Last year he set 
out four pear 'trees, and they were 
looking fine now. 

On the following' Sunday afternoon 
the farmer walked out into lils,:orchard 
again, and there was the calf; in the 
very act of rubbing vigorously against 
another young fruit tree I ,-;.' 

"Getaway therelf,r ...... 'outed the 
farmer wrathfully, and: . tening up 
he Ch. as.ed the .calf awa'" .;,rom the tree. 
Then he whistled for, '. e dog. The 
dog caine running. " '. ' 

"Sic 'em I " ordered.i$be farmer, and 
pointed to the calf. JtFetch that calf 
out of here!" . ~\j,\': ' 

. The dog lookeqif its master, then 
· . at the ca}~but diif"..qot move. 
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, "Sic,'em,r',~id,t:he J~lll1er ag~. 
Still'the . cfog{di!i.not 'Inp~~L ,:'+ 
"What's "lhe 'matter with you.?" 

roared the fan;ner, "~ic 'em!" "" 
With a galvanic' start th'e Hog ran 

to the calf and set upon it. The calf 
darted away at top speed, trying 
to shake the dog off, but the dog 

. hung to the calf, and now the ca1f 
began to bellow in terror as it ran. 

Eugene,' hearing the commotion, 
appeared, and in another minute was 
screaming at the top of his voice: 
"Sport I Stop chasing Coviel" and 
this he repeated,over and oyer again. 

But the dog continued chasing the 
calf, and at last the terrified calf 
crashed into a fence and rolled into 
the barn lot, landing on its back, at 
which the farmer called the dog off. 
. "That's just where 1 want that calf 

-in the barn lot I " said the farmer. 
"What did you sic' Sport on Covie 

for, papa?" asked the boy in agitated 
and accusing tones. "They always 
liked each other, and now they won't 

. like each other any more I" And the 
boy began to cry. 

, ~ "A dog and a calf can't always be 
otftogether," said the fanner gruffly. 

"You see, it isn't a natural friend
ship. Dogs hav..e to chase cows, you 
see." 

"Open the gate and let Covie back 
out here againl" said the boy. 

"Oh, no I The calf can't run 
loose out here any more-it's too 
big! It breaks down my fruit trees! 
The calf has got to run with the other 
cattle now." 

"But you said that that was my 
calf and that you'd never take it away 
from mel" 

"It is your calf. But it's got. to 
live in the pasture. It's got to stay 
with the other cattle, don't you s~'?" 

I 

"But you said that was mYf'calf 
and that you'd never, never t~ke it 
away from me!" 

The farmer tried to explain how· 
it was, but the little boy couldn't 
seem to grasp the point, and then he 
sat down beside the haystack and the 
dog came up, and the dog seemed to 
have a guilty look in its eyes, and 

. the boy put an ann around the dog's 
neck and there the two friends sat, in 
the July sunlight. 
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GARDENS OF AFRICA in America have need to be 
that nature can become less 
with mistreatment. 

Eugene S. Geissler 

W HEN I first arrived here well 
over a year ago (the name of 

the town is a military secret; though 
it is permitted to say it is "somewhere 
in West Africa"; there is an ocean 
in which to swim; and the people 
speak French) the novelty of many 
things amused me. I was amused, for 
instance, by the drinking places, e.g. 
"Bar de Paris," overflowing onto the 
sidewalk and extending squarely up 
to the curb. Pedestrians walked in the 
street. There was nothing accidental 
about this. Chairs and tables were 
on the sidewalks as early as mid
afternoon, long before the bar over
flowed at all, and it might be, on a 
starry night for instance, that it was 
the sidewalk trade that overffowed 
into the bar. The outside was pre
ferred; there the world went by as 
you quenched your thirst and rested. 

I sat one afternoon at one of these 
tables on the sidewalk with a native 
from an English speaking section of 
West Africa whom I had met at "The 
Mission" sometime before. (It is 
really only a mission so-called, to dis
tinguish it from the Cathedral estab
lishment.) He happened along as I 
waited for a camion. I thought to 
make use of the opportunity to learn 
something about local West African 
gardening while I waited. A native 
might have a viewpoint on gardening 
a local European didn't have. 

We were having a round of weak 
-"peanut" beer out of the cut-off 
bottoms of beer bottles-the drink
iFlg glass situation was desperate. 
The camion came earlier' than I had 
expected. I had to rush off, but I 
had learned from my colored native 
acquaintance the first and probably 
the most important thing about West 
African gardening. 

"Gardening in Africa," he said, "is 
mostly manual labor." 

Whatever else he said before the 
camion came and I left was· only an 
explanation of this first fundamental 
poiFlt. The local European woulq 

not have begun with this point, as he 
later didn't, probably because it was 
usually the native and not the Euro
pean who performed the manual 
labor. 

On the way' to my unit after I 
had left him, I could look down 
upon the three groups of compact 
little garden areas situated along the 
way, bright and wet-green in the late 
afternoon sunlight, and know that 
they were the gratifying result of
and never so gratifying to the gar
dener as when the result of-"mostly 
manual labor." If I thought of any 
other thing than "mostly manual la
bor" as the bouncing camion on the 
rough'road made the sunbeams seem 
to jump from cabbage to cauliflower 
to carrot, it was the beauty and bless
ing of gardens. Even here, where 
there is a direct ratio between the 
produce of a piece of land and~bor 
put into it-in this case no produce 
at all except for the labor-the fruit 
of the soil is, nevertheless, beauty, 
blessing and sweet reward. The less 
nature does the more man must do. 
In America the ratio is not so strict 
as here because nature is more boun
tiful there, but more men of the soil 

In this part of Africa, manual 
must first and above all Supply 
it must provide what nature 
provide in rain. 

I asked one man, upon 
from him that his garden had 
why it had failed. 

"My water supply was bad" 
said. ' 

"What then do you need to 
yourself that your garden will 
successful? " 

"Oh, not much. . . . A pit and 
a horse." 

The pit was for water. I could 
easily understand that, but there was 
po place for a horse to be walking 
and w;()rk,ing in any of thfJ closely~ 
seeded gardens I had seen. 

"Why a horse?" 
He smiled a little, "Not for what 

you think . . . A source of fertilizer, 
that's all." 

I smiled, too, and thought how a 
tractor proponent would react. Neith
er a horse nor tractor could relieve 
the gardener in Africa of his load 
of so many manual hours of labor, but 
nature had endowed the horse more 
variously than man the tractor. 

Here a man can dig two or three 
meters, I am told, and on occasion 
and in certain areas find water, but so 
near the ocean it is not good water at 
that depth. A man will find fresh 

GREEN ROWS OF PROMISE 

Florence Hynes Willette 

Fair on the land. come summer. are the long 
Green rows of promise climbing up the hill; 
The corn leaves whisper though the wind be still 

,To make their own dim language touching song. 
The cool dark blades spear outward left and right. 

Slim and elongate. tilting to and fro. 
Sinking their rooty hilts in earth below; 

Arching their glossy smoothness to the light. 

He who will harvest what he planted here 
Moves through the sighing fields and turns his eyes 

From hill to weather ••• will that cloud break clear? 
The gentle blades stab mildly at his thighs. 

He. brooding on the sky. yet knowing much 
Of God and growth. takes comfort from their touch. 
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at about 15 or 20 meters and 
and building a practical 20 

by hand is quite a job. A 
pit will be tiled or cemented 

show about three feet above the 
I imagine that Jacob's Wei! 

Christ asked water of the 
?'Samariltan woman looked something 

it. A woman might easily sit 
" on the superstructure for a bit of a 

rest. To facilitate the drawing of 
water the pit is equipped with a 
crude lever system or just a rope 
and pulley. It is inevitably in the 
center of the garden because from 
it life is drawn and dragged to the 
hot and harassed plants. The most 
valuable as well as the most produc
tive soil is that most conveniently 
near the pit. 
_ One wonders why the French gov

ernment or colonial companies have 
not dug pits or drilled wells and 
supplied windmills abundantly. It 
seems such a simple method of in
creasing the number of gardens and 
little farms and of multiplying pro
duction. 

Ground is prepared for planting by 
removing stones, if any; then it is 
ploughed by hand which may mean 
no more than running a hoe three or 
four inches beneath the surface. This 
is dry semi-desert country and ground 
is really sand-loose, lazy, feeble and 
listless sand. Then one of two things 
will be done, either serving the same 
purpose. Something like sand beds 
are made by digging a hole into the 
sand about 10 feet by 3 feet and four 
inches deep or by heaping up the sand 
around a similar-sized area to pro
duce the same effect. In a few pri
vate gardens I noted cement~con-

structed vegetable beds. The number look poor and spare as they trot 
of these a man will have depend along pulling a cart that is generally 
largely upon how much water and nothing more than a box effect on 
how much time he has to put to a a rubber-tired frame salvaged from 
garden and how hard he wants to worn-out cars. Five of these carts 
work. This accomplished, he will coming down the street may be loaded 
begin mixing horse manure into these respectively with loaves of bread, 
beds once every month and he will grass, charcoal, fish, and somebody's 
water them down twice a day for a family. Most of the local taxis, pri-
month before planting and twice a vate and public, are also drawn by 

. day ever after-as long as he wants these horses. The only fat and well-
a garden. There are some who hint fed- ones I have ever seen were those 
at the possibility of chemical fertil- belonging to the native cavalry. One 
izers being available after the war. receives the impression that it might 
Its results are conjecture. be an indication of a "middle class" 

Of course, here in this country a native to own a cart and horse and 
European can always hire native to be able to ride his family down the 
labor cheaply so that a family gen- "thickly pedestrianed street in "style." 
erally has more garden, if they have In ~e last analysis, this pitiably 
any at all, than would be convenient spiritless horse is more than a piece 
for a man to work in the hours be- of productive property. It is a sym-
tween leaving his job and sunset. The bol of a common man's wealth, I a 
majority of natives have no job in measure of ilis success, a luxury. 
this sense of the word. The European Thinking of his "double-duty" 
usually works until five or six at his horse, the gardener may put as much 
office or store because he didn't work as half of his garden into peanuts 
for two or three hours after dinner whose leaves are good food for his 
in the greatest heat of the day.· horse and whose seeds are the native 

It is rare, incidentally, that a wife" helper's share of the crop for his work 
and e.specially a mother will not h·aye" 'f -a sort of system of share cropping 
a native cook and maid. I have eaten.p" between owner, horse and helper. Still 
and visited suffiCiently at moderate thinking of the horse, he may put as 
and average homes here to know that much as anotp.er quarter of his gar-
it is an average and moderate thing den into a type of cereal grain that 
for the housewife not to be burdened looks like scrub corn. The peanuts 
as in America with cooking, ckaning and cereal grain will not need much 
and washing. It is an advantage both water. They'll be grown during the 
to worker and worked, however; it seasonal tropical rain when it is too 
is not so much a commercial propo- hot to grow vegetables. 
sition as a human one. It was on Laetare Sunday morn-

A garden plot 20 by 50 feet will ing, coming home from Mass through 
produce sufficient vegetables nine the native village near the town, that 
months of the year for a family,but I was again impressed by the healthy 
a garden is usually considered a mat- and wealthy appearance of the gar-
ter of two or three acres, because the dens. Surely is it intensified agri-
gardener needs a substantial-amount culture; surely is gardening agri-
of food for the horse, which, though culture's fine art! Whatever vege-
it may not contribute more than fer- table can be found in an American 
tilizer to the garden, does have other 
uses. 

The typical West African (this 
locality) horse is a small, tough 
breed that can stand the tropical heat 
and can apparently run at a trot 
indefinitely. It is the advice of ex
perts that this horse is not a "native" 
breed but an Arabian horse physi
cally impoverished by climate and in
sufficient food. Most of the horses 

garden lay heavy with growth and 
green with manure and manual labor 
close against each other. A marvelous 
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and almost incredible sight, when you 
know that in the distance of a few 
hundred yards, the dry and dusty 
sterility of sand will stare you in the 
face. 

Besides vegetables of all kinds, it 
is possible to grow oranges, lemons 
and mangoes; rice, cereal grain and 
peanuts; and since the war, potatoes 
from England; not generally, how
ever, fruits or berries. Palm trees, 
cocoanut trees, filhao, prosopis, 
euphorbe trees and various kinds of 
shrubs and scrubs will be seen to 
grow promiscuously in a garden be
cause "shade is helpful." It was men
tioned as an afterthought that shade 
was good in Africa, not only for 
"man and beast" as some of Watkins' 
Liniment, but also good for plants. 

I was told on one occasion by a 
little Frenchman and his wife who 
were themselves contemplating it at 
the time that I might make quite a 
remunerative and independent living 
from a flower garden-if I were a 
specialist in growing flowers. "There 
is a need for flowers because there 
are few specialists here to grow this 
cash crop," he explained. 

It seemed to me by now that it was 
something of an understatement that 
all you needed to assure yourself of 
a successful garden was "a pit and 
a horse." You obviously needed a 
piece of land, such as it is, a neg-
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ligible number of tools, "elbow 
grease," trees for shade, time and 
patience. Maybe the man who orig
inally made the "understatement" 
realized it himself. The evening was 
done. We must have talked for two 
hours about West Africa and gar
dens. I was about to be leaving in 
quest of catching another camion 
when he said: 

"Oh, yesl You need a windbreak, 
too." 

Then I remembered the brick wall 
around "The Mission" garden where 
I had on a number of occasions 
walked and talked with Pere Gaschy. 
The Mission, like a monastery, would 
have had a wall anyhow, but the 
garden did have a windbreak. And 
the three gardens on the road through 
the large native village had one a 
brick, another a board, and the third 
a basket-weave wall around it. I 
remembered stretching and even 
jumping' as I walked by in order to 
get a better look. There also were 
gardens inside the enclosure of the 
Maison de Repos when we first

1
came. 

The army chopped down a l<*o{ the 
trees (shade is helpful) to make it 
look neater. A gardener at heart 
might have objected, but even in 
walled and peaceful places war's hand 
is heavy. 

The best natural-growth wind
break, as well as shade, I am told is 
one of prosopis trees. They grow to 
a height of 12 or 15 feet in five or 
six" years-like the American box
elder. This seems to be about as high 
as they ever get, however. They are 
an evergreen with slender leaves and 
long thin branches. Another good 
windbreak but of small use for shade 
is the short and very dense bush 
called gommier, a species of rubber 
plant characterized by a yellowish 
green color and an endless number of 
crooked, blunt and practically leafless 
branches that intertwine. 

But the garden beyond the village, 
a mile ,or two into the country toward 
the setting sun-that one was the 
greenest garden of them all and the 
most impregnable. Its windbreak was 
natural twisted gommier shrubbery. 
It looked a wild place to a man only 
six feet tall. Women and boys seemed 
to sneak in and out of it through 

crooked . apertures and paths. I 
thought It a grove for the longest 
time-a sacred grove of the MUSsul. 
men and Mohammedans where I 
could not set foot without incurring 
if not the wrath of Allah, at least 
the wrath of the natives. In the early 
mornings before dawn I could hear 
the plaintive, ,melodious, centuries. 
invested chant of the black man's 
creed to Allah rising out of it in the 
dark. It seemed w;eird and terribly 
sad at first, but a prayer certainly. 
Palm, baobab and eucalyptus trees 
raised themselves masters above the 
shrubs and scrubs, and buzzards and 
white-chested crows sat in the 
branches thereof. A man would think 
twice before walking boldly, pro
fanely and defiantly into Ithis place. 

Then one day I rode by standing on 
top of an army truck. Why! it was 
a garden I a wonder of the world! a 
rich and fertile valley in a desert! 
To the east and west, the north and 
south, only a rough and rugged tree 
now and then, a bit of wild grass, sand 
burrs if you were tired and thought 
to sit down-and here this spot of 
five acres maybe I Never vegetables 
semed to grow so green. You could 
see the hard worn paths where 
women and boys had carried water. 

If a man's religion commanded him 
to kiss the earth seven times a day 
in deference to his God, this was 
the place to do it; this was earth 
made good by pains and labor. 

If a man's religion commanded him 
to chant aloud his creed to Allah, 
there wasn't a more sacred place 
than this garden-or an easier pla~ 
to believe in God, in nature, and In 

himself. 

., 
I decided to do all my own garden

ing that spring, determined to get 
down in the soil and forget my half
moons and nail polish. The results 
were better than all the nerve tonic.s 
and treatment that science has been 
able to produce. I found something 
that spring that I will never lose 
again. I found security when my 
hands met the earth. More than tbat 
I dIscovered ,that in sowing with sin
cerity my seeds will grow •. 

Enid Humphreys 
The American Home 

F 
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LE WHEAT 

the present time a great number 
''';;:;4'' ..... 'nle are afraid of what the future 

hold in store for all of us. They 
to think that complaining about 

situation will in some way bring 
about a solution of the problem. I 
personally believe that no matter how 
arduouS the task before us may be, it 
can and will be solved if we are quite 
determined to solve it. 

We here within these walls are rep
resentatives from all parts of Canada, 
well acquainted with the needs and 
problems of the various provinces. 
Who, then, honourable senators, is 
in a better position than we are to lay 

. suitable plans for the economic and 
social reconstruction of our country 
immediately after the war? In mak- ~ 
ing plans we shall avoid pitfalls expe
rienced by many theorists, who have 
lost sight of the essential differences 
as well as the vital relations between 
the economic and the social. 

Man has a soul as well as a body. 
Often the economic prolXem is stud
ied without regard to its social aspect. 
Too much attention is given to the 
material organization; too little, if 
any at all, to its repercussion on the 
spiritual, on the moral, side. When 
no attention is given to the soul, 
there can be no lasting contentment, 
no happiness for man. 

Any reconstruction of our world 
must begin with the individual. To
morrow's world will be better if every 
one of us becomes better. That is 
why we must give as much care to 
the spiritual as to the physical bet
terment of man. I sincerely hope 
that the proposed reconstruction com
~ttee will be soon set up. When it 
IS, we shall endeavor to study efficient 
ways t~ make possible for every one 
tomorrow a better life, from the spirit
ual as well as material point of view. 

We are fighting. today against the 
worst centralization the world has 
ever known. For the time being we 
have centralized our forces in order to 
get at our enemy's throat. But after 
the war, when our goal is reached, we 

must oppose centralization, because it 
is contrary to liberty-that liberty of 
action· for which we are. sacrificing 
millions of lives. 

We have a clear duty ahead of us. 
We are on the second line of battle, 
where our task is to prepare the 
groundwork for the postwar period. 
If it is glorious to die for one's coun
try, it is no less glorious to live for 
one's country, to serve it faithfully in 
preparing for the future a life that is 
richer, more sociable and more secure, 
so that all citizens of Canada may 
feel that, thanks to our help, this 
Dominion is a country worth living 
in and worth dying for. 

CYRILLE VAILLANCOURT 

The Debt;tes of the Senate 

When the rooster crows, he blows 
the greatest factory whistle in the 
world. 

The Plan' 

The simplest and most direct way 
in which a closer association of the 
people with the land could come 
about is that as many people as pos
sible should be living on the laIid, for 
at least some part of their lives. 

, Farming as an occupation should be 
. at least part of the normal way of life 
for a considerable proportion of the 
people . . . What that proportion 
should be . . . can never be settled 
except by experience. It is essential 
that the people forutnate enough to 
be so placed should be able to make 
a living at least as easily as people 
otherwise occupied, and that they 
should be able to do so under condi
tions of the greatest possible individ
ual, economic, political, and social 
freedom. 

Look to the Land 
LORD NORTHBOURNE 

The farmer is close to the begin
nings of things-to the sources of 
food which supports all alike-to the 
tbings which God has made. 

DR. ARTHUR M. MURPHY, K.H.S. 

ILAND AND HOME JUNE 1944 

We /;1()lIrn ••• 

HIS EMINENCE MOST REY. WILLIAM 
CARDINAL O·CONNELL. Archbishop 
of Boston. 

THE MOST REY. JOHN B. PETERSON. 
Bishop of Manchester. 

THE MOST REY. WILLIAM R. GRIFFIN. 
Auxiliary' Bishop of La Crosse. 

Walking through the suburbs of 
our towns and cities there is no hap
pier sight than men and women and 
children with spade and hoe, sowing 
and planting, weeding and watering, 
enviously watching the neighbor'S 
sprouting onions, proudly offering to 
friends the first home-grown radish, 
studying the seed catalogue and ex
changing information on the need of 
fertilizer for the soil of the back-yard. 

Many astute observers of the Amer
ican scene have commented time and 
again on our people's lack of respect 

~1 for the soil. Whatever may be the. 
reason for it, the fact remains that 
millions of Americans have not even 
a trace of the" almost fanatical and 
mystic love for Mother Earth that 
characterizes European peoples and 
the Chinese. For many of our farm
ers the land is not much more than an 
object to be bought or sold like shares 
on the stock market when it appears 
advantageous. The land' is expected 
to yield crops like an impersonal ma
chine is expected to turn out needles 
or nails. 

Now, many thousands of Ameri:
cans, digging into the soil for the first 
time in their lives, are brought face to 
face with its mysteries. They watch 
the seedling grow into a large plant 
bearing rich fruit, they suffer the dis
appointments caused by drought or 
insects. Like the seed they sow, they 
themselves take root in their earth, 
and the newly awakened love for the 
native soil strengthens the determina
tion to spare no sacrifice for its de
fense. 

Editorial 

The Florida Catholic 
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A new nation, whose manners, with
out going through the slow process 
of civilization, takes pattern from the 
already refined ways of Europe, 
stands in need of the teachings of 
the grand school of nature, for agri
culture is the basis on which all 
States are founded. It is, I admit 
with the economists, agriculture that 
forms the chief wealth of the social 
state, that teaches respect for prop
erty, and warns us that we are blind 
to our own interests whenever we 
interfere with those of other people; 
it is agriculture that clearly points 
out to us the indispensable correla
tion existing between the rights and 
duties of men; by binding the tiller 
of the soil to his field, it binds men 
to their country. The first attempts 
at agriculture teach us the necessity 
of the division of labour, that marvel
ous source of all manifestations of 
public and private prosperity; agri
culture goes deeply enough into, the 
hearts and interests of men to induce 
them to see in a numerous family so 
much additional wealth; while, by 
teaching resignation, it subjects our 
intellect to the supreme and universal 

. rules that regulate the world. From 
all this, I infer that agriculture alone 
can put a stop to revolutions, be
cause it is the only pursuit that use
fully employs all the capabilities of 
men, that imparts to them calmness 
and moderation without indifference, 
that inculcates respect for that ex
perience which enables men to con
trol the results of their new experi
ments; which, in short, furnishes 
,constant proofs of the grand results 
to be obtained by simple regular 
work, and which neither hurries nor 
delays in anything. 

. . . An agricultural nation settles 
down, it does not wish for conquests. 
Commerce, on the other hand, always 
longs for increase of territory. 

The Memoirs of Prince Talleyrand 
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An intelligent observer of modern 
social movements has said: 

"Some men wrest a living from Na
ture and it is called WORK. 

"Some men wrest a living from 
those who wrest a living from Nature 
and it is called TRADE. 

"Some men wrest a living from 
those who wrest a living from those 
who wrest a living from Nature, and 
it is called FINANCE." 

V:INCENT McNABB, O.P. 
Old Principles and the 
New Order 

Our American civilization still re
volves around the home and the ij!:lm 
family will be the unit upon which 
our permanent system of agriculture 

. must be built. 
S. M. JACKSON 

For individuals the breakdown of 
the family means the gloomy despair 
of a life without happiness, of a life 
which not even pleasure can light up. 
For nations it means slow death 
through sterility, and it can even 
mean this for the human race. But 
this will not happen. Savagery will 
return before the end, and savagery 
supports life. But how much ruin 
and destruction ere this comes to 
pass! And afterwards what toil to 
rebuild a civilization! 

No effort will be too great to ward 
off the danger. People must be 
brought to understand that questions 
of doctrine are not mere speculation, 
but a wellspring of life; that doctrine 
must not only be grasped by the few, 
but preached from the housetops; and 
that on the doctrine of the family, life 
itself depends. 

LECLERQ-HANLEY 

Marriage and the 
Family 

There seems to be an 
tendency to consider the future 
agriculture in only the terms of 

k· . d a money-rna mg m ustry. The experts 
would have us think of farming as 
something in need of postwar restora_ 
tion by methods of commercial ex
ploitation with no emphasis at alI 
where we believe the emphasis ought 
to be, on the vocation and profes
sion of the country as a way of life. 

There is always a lot of foolish
ness about rural pursuits and rural 
wisdom, as if countrymen belonged 
to an entirely different order of man
kind from people who live in cities 
and towns. Town and country are 
not, as many believe, diametrically 
opposed. They should be, although 
it is a long-time since they have been, 
complementary, each learning from 
and contributing to the welfare of 
the other. 

, When urban civilization became 
independent of, almost isolated from, 
life beyond the city, it became both 
unnatural and shoddy. It is from the 
country that true rhythms of human 
existence must be restored. It is in 
the counVythat life is a rounded and 
integrated whole, that highly skilled 
versatility is commonplace, that art 
and usefulness have not undergone 
judicial separation. It is in the coun
try that work and play and family 
life are interwoven, where commer
cial exploitation brings quicker and 
more evident disaster, where people 
are still numerous who prefer good 
workmanship to good wages if they 
have to choose between the two. 

Unquestionably the rural areas of 
the nation need many more scientific 
devices, perhaps made in the city, 
brought to it, so as to make it more 
prosperous. What rural areas neither 
need nor desire is to have their in
dependence stolen through having 
forced on them the methods and mo
tives of the industrialized town. The 
country's objects are essentially above 
mere profit; it exists, and can only 
continue to exist, for the fruitful 
service of God and man in the things 
most necessary to man's daily life. 

Pathfinder 
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'r6ck 
Fitzgibbon. Jalapa 44. 

City 
is a most interesting educa

institution with American nuns 
and over twelve hundred 

The most prominent fam
politically and socially, send 

girls there. . 
Incarnate Word nuns have 

through the persecutions, lived 
hiding, and risked their lives, but, 

with the faith and courage of the 
missionaries of old, they continue 
their work. There is a field for our 

"'. American Communities. The good 
'~ccomplished is untold, not for Mex
. ico alone, but for the Church Uni
versal and for the world. 

Mother Lelia with her keenness, 
savoir faire and religious zeal must 
be considered a great figure in Cath
olic Mexico. 

Paracutln 
When fields die and trees wither, 

humans depart. The year-old Mex
ican volcano has scattered ruin and 
desolation over a twenty-five mile 
radius. How sad it must be not to 
be able to hope for Spring with its 
green, for Summer with its flowers, 
for Fall with the plentiful harvest. 

The faithful burritos carry the few 
household belongings as the country
side is covered by volcanic dust. 
Homes and temples are engulfed. A 
grey pall covers all. It reminds one 
of the little colored child who looked 
into the gates of a Catholic College 
in the center of New York City and 
said: "Sister, can I come in and look 
at the grass?" 

A Dreadnaught in Mexico City 
The new Lottery Building in Mex

ico's capital is not going to sink like 
many of: the buildings there. Ing. 
Jose A. Cuevas is seeing to that. By 
a system of ballasts, balances, etc. 
(other terms only understandable to 
Father Abbot Laurence), a perfect 
control has been established. Ing. 
Cuevas and fuis family are most 
charming people. 

Mexican Leaders 
Bishop Schlarman, who is writing 

a book on Mexico, brought this out 
so often during the journey south of 
the Bravo del Norte River: It is a 
historical fact that leaders in Mexico, 
especially Churchmen, gained the 
confidence of the people by exercis
ing their leadership in the things that 
pertained to the material welfare of 
the poorer classes. Don Vasco de 
Quiroga and Hidalgo are but two of 
a noble roster: one a Bishop, the other 
a rebel priest; both, however, very 
influential. 

Benedictines 
We say: Keep your eyes open for 

leadership, example, guidance. Monte 
Cassino may be rubble, but Bene
dict's spirit is ever present. At Con
ception, Missouri, for one place, you 
see a seminary conscious of its duty 
to train future priests for the rural 
ministry. You admire a well-man
aged, self-sufficient farm, and Father 
Richard Felix's' De~enders of the 

Av.nguardlas 
That's the name of the Catholic 

Youth Organization in Tampico. 
They act as altar boys and official 
escorts. With a Bishop in the party, 
you rate a "guard" of twelve. We 
had them from the Cathedral to the 
hotel. 

Yoakum. Texas 
With the Archbishop of San An

tonio and Mr. Marley, the Regional 
Director of the Social Security Board, 
we attended a meeting of rural priests 
and farmers. Catholic farmers want 
instruction. They want organization. 
They want leadership. 

Dr. Nutting's Farm 
There are a few "professors" who 

live the life they preach: Dr. Nutting_ 
at Notre Dame, Emerson Hynes at 
St. John's. "Happy the man ... 
(with wife and children) ... whose 
home and care a few paternal acres 
bound ... " 

Faith publications headquarters-all Protestant Groups 
well planned, all bearers of good fruit. At Sandusky with Congregational-

, ists; in Des Moines with Danish 
Dallas. Oklahoma City. Kansas .Clty, "Lutherans; at Ames with the Chris

. It'.s good to stop off and e?Joy ho~- ~ tian Rural Fellowship-must not all 
pltahty, cheerful and cordIal. It s " f d '11" k together in h' h "1 rtf men 0 goo WI wor 
a Ig. pnVI efgle to . Isten dO ~~n dO order to combat effectively the forces 
expenence, 0 earnm~, an 0 JU g- of darkness that menace the world 
ment: the venerable BIShop Lynch of t d ? 
Dallas and his energetic Auxiliary; 0 ay 
the charming and youthful (he thinks Catholic: Forums 

he is old) founder of Extension, They are developing: in Columbus, 
Bishop Kelley. Ohio, with Father Bauer, O.P., at 

Bishop O'Hara always has some- St. Mary of the Springs 'College; in 
thing new and sound-now, among Toledo with Dr. Ignatius Kelly at 
other things, it is rural churches, at- Mary Manse College. The Rural 
tractive and reasonable in price: a Life Conference appreciates the priv-
pioneer if there ever was one. ilegeof placing its philosophy before 

such distinguished audiences. 

The Northwest 
With Fargo, Minneapolis and St. 

Paul on the program, one can always 
be sure of interested and interesting 
audiences. 

The East 
To New York on general principles 

for contacts and conferences. To 
Wilmington for a Forum on Co-ops. 
Mother Agatha is always in the fore
ground of sound Catholic movements. 

To Washington for the latest gos
sip and a Conference on Family Life. 
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1844-1944 
August 12, 1939,was a very event~ 

ful day in the life of ye Editor. He 
landed at Liverpool, England, from 
the S .. S.Louth of the British-Irish 
Line at exactly 6: 15 a. m. after a 
peaceful passage from Dublin. ,He: 
ran for a train at the Central Station. 
His ticket was no good but he rea:ched 
Manchester on a Workers' Train. He 
had a good talk' with airdrome con
struction men while chugging along. 

A visit with Mr. Southern and his 
assistant at Holyoke. Honse, the 
Headquarfers of the Cooperative 
Union, prepared hiin mentally and 
physically for the short trip to Roch
dale. There, St. Chad's garden and 
the old. Church. are a good place for 
a brief rest. . You see signs every
where "Pioneers Cooperative/' A 
most charming English gentleman se
cured the key, walked ahead on the 
narrow sidewalk of Toad Lane, then: 
down the steps, and into the old co
operative store., . 

->It was musty but redolent of the 
past. We offered a prayer of thanks
giving. We examined copies of theold. 
account books. We looked curiously 
at the tintypes of the bearded Pion
eers. It was there that the Rochdale 
Cooperatives had their beginning. 

One hundred years have passed. 
We believe that the spiritual results 
are even greater than 'the material 
advancement represented by the bil
lions of business done, the money sav~ 
ings to the consumers, or the big' 
buildings owned. Thec60perative 
movement in its physical phases is 
but a means to an end. To enoble 
human personality and to develop the 
brotherhood of man are ends, and 
they are being achieved through the 
cooperatives. . .. 

There are Rural Life blind spots on, 
the map of ihe U. S. A. Take the 
Southeast: Florida has comparatively 
few Catholic farmers; Georgia and' 
South Carolina perhaps a little over 
a hundred Catholic farm families 
each. Whatever Catholicity went in·to 
the rural South was mainly lost to 
the Faith. The urban Catholics did 
not reproduce themselves'" so there 
you have it! . 
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Columella. on Schools 
"As for me, I cannot cease to won

der why those who wish to become 
speakers are so careful in the choos
ing ofan orator whose eloquence they 
may Imitate; those who investigate 
the science of surveying and mathe
matics emulate a master of the art of 
their choic~; those who devote them

. selves to the study of dancing and 
music are most scrupulous in their 
search for one to teach modulation of 
the speaking and singing voice, and 
no less for an instructor in graceful 
movement of the body; even those 
who wish to build call in joiners and 
master-builders; those who would en
trust ships to the sea send for skillful 
pilots; those who make preparations 
for war call for men practised in arms 
and in campaigning; and, not to go 
through the list one by one, for any 
study which. one wishes to pursue 
he employs the most expert director; 
in short, everyone summons from the 
company of the wise a man to .mould 
his intellect and instruct him in tlt~ 
precepts of virtue; but agriculture 
alone, which is without doubt most 
closely related and, as it were, own 
sister to wisdom, is as destitute of 
learners as of teachers. For that there 
are to this day schools for rhetoricians. 
and, as I have said, for mathemati
cians and musicians, or, what is more 
to be wondered at, training-schools 
for the most contemptible vices-the 
seasoning of food to promote gluttony 
and the more extravagant serving, of 
course, and dressers of the head and 
hair-I have not only heard. but have 
even seen with my o;wrueyes ;, but of 
agriculture I know tieither self -pro
fessed teachers nor pupils. FQt even 
if the state were· destitute of pro
fessors of the' atorementioI}ed arts, 
still the commonwealth could prosper 
just as in the times of the anCients--:. 
for without the theatrical profession 
and even without case-pleaders cities 
were once happy enough, and will 
again be so; yet without tillers of the 
soil it is obvious that mankind can 
neither subsist nor be fed." 

'. TR. HARRISON BoYD ASH, Ph.D. 
By permission of Ha1"Vtllrd Uni'll~r8itv Pre88. 

We Blossom Out 
Cold winters - frozen ground_ 

thawing weather - melting snow_ 
flowers in bloom. You have seen 
that. It seems almost impossible but 
there it is. 

So with the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference. You behold 
here a drawing representing not a' 
sketch of a future building, not a 
dream home of the Conference, but 
its .real . brick and mortar headquar
ters. It's' 3801 Grand Avenue, DeS 
Moines. We have modernized, re
modeled, furnished, and made both 
useful and pleasantly habitable a fine 
mansion built in the gay nineties. 

The material development is but a 
shadow cast by the real advances 
made in the N. C. R. L. C. Its 
services, its influences, its practical 
usefulness, the steady growth in the 
acceptance of its philosophy, are but 
a few phases of its present-day ac-

v 
complishments. 

It seems but yesterday when it 
was hidden below the snow in the 
cold, hard ground-the days when 
Bishop O'Hara was in Eugene, Ore
gon. One recalls the Milwaukee 
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and that charming gentle
Carey, of happy ~m

first president; next)' Mon
'Luckey of Manh~tan, Kan

the days o!.,,¥ather Howard 
whose dJagged determination 

not le('li, work of the Lord 
of existence; the scholarly, 

Sclmli:edl~leI , who stressed the 
and the vitality of the Church; 

day~:on:lashing Father 
then the steady, consist

positive work of the orator from 
Red River Valley country, Mon..: 
, Mulloy, with the eventful 

Fargo Conventiori; the good fortune 
of having three Bishops as Presidents 
-"-Bishop Ryan, Bishop Muench and 
Bishop Schlarman; the vision of, and 
the entry into, a great future as 
Father James Byrnes alone could pic
ture it. 

The present is the successor of the 
past. We are but beginning. We are 
only showing the first fruits of a long 
and arduous but vigorous and hardy 
childhood. Weare virile and strong 
because of our roots ina past of real 
philosophy, of sound economics, of 
God's choicest blessings! 
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Intercredal Cooperation 
This is not a book review Or a sales 

talk, but emphatically it is to recom
mend that you read Intercredal Co
operatiqn, the pamphlet by Father 
Wilfrid Parsons, S. J., and Father 
John C. Murray, S. J., published by 
The Catholic Association for Inter
national Peace. 

We quote some salientportions: 
"The common effort is in the tem

poral order-that is its field; the 
grounds of cooperation' are our com
mon membership in the race of men, 
the one family of the one Father; the 
cooperation is a duty, and its motive 
is the law of charity promulgated in 
the Gospel." (Pius XI, Oct. 1931) 

"Less thana year later, Pius XI 
cleared away any doubt that this 
passage might have left as to the 
meaning of 'God's family.' To him 
it meant the whole human race, not 
merely the members'Of theChuicli." 

, "We have high li!J{?eS that with th6se 
who glory in t,he. naIlle of Christian; 
all those als~and, ~p.ey comprise~the· 
great n:iaJ~fity of riiarikind-'-who he': 
lieve in God and adore Him, will ef':' 
fectively' join." (Pius Xl, 1931) 

"In these' words the' ·greatf.ope 
sfiUClt a 'note thatl¥id hOt been:heard 
in Europe for m~iJ.Y centuries.' It is 
no longer a questio!J,offanat,ical Mo
hammedans threateti,!rigCllristismity, 
or ,of Lutherans. and Chlvinists strik
~ngat the Catholic Church; it is a 
matter of dark and powerful forces 
mustering armies against the very 
foundation stone of human life, God 
Himself." 

"The type of. cooperation urged in 
the new papal directives, cited in this 
article, has an entirely distinct in-' 
spiration-the spectacle of disorder 
and chaos in the temporal order of 
human society, caused by the rejec
tion of the law of God as the basic 
principle of social order. The sup
position is that all those who believe 
in God, and more particularly all 
those who believe in Christ, are united 
in a common will to make their faith 
socially effective, and in common de
sire to reconstruct the social order on 
its proper basis, the law of God. 
Consequently, the specifying finality 
(the finis operis) of their cooperation 
is definitely located in the temporal 

order; and the technique is that of 
action.'" ' 

"First of all, the field of cooperative 
action is already fairly clear from the 
declarations of the Popes themselves; 
but it is worth while to repeat here 
just what they mean. This will aid 
us in the more important later task of 
making clear the basis on which the 
cooperation rests." 

"For Leo XIII cooperation was in 
the political and socio-economic 
fields; for Pius XI it was in the na
tional socio-economic field, and for 
Pius XII it is in both the national 
and international ·fields ... " 

"Now, the political and economic 
life of nations is not in the hands of 
Catholics. And yet somehow Cath
olicsare to bring about its total reno- _ 
vation. How? By talking about it? 
Partly, but not wholly. They are 
to" make an appeal for collaboration 
~and for collaboration based on a 
motive that is essentially religious, in 
a matter that is essentially secular." 

"One last word remains to be said 
about the motive for our own co

'~peration. It is, of course, Christian 
.oicharity. I mean that we have to rid 

ourselves of that curious crypto
Calvinism which thinks that God 
gives His grac~ only to Catholics. 
We have no right to push our dog
matic exclusiveness into the field of 
human relations." 

We always felt that the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference was 
right in its practice of cooperation 
with all men of good will in the rural 
life field. . Father Parsons'. historical 
and theological arguments establish 
us in,our belief. We shall never for
get the great good accomplished at 
the Peoria Convention by the par
ticipation of the non-Catholic leaders. 
Bishop Schlarman was the host at 
the luncheon. Over thirty religious 
denominations were represented by 
sixty non-Catholic ladies and gentle
men. The forty Directors of the 
Rural Life Conference were also pres
ent. The cordial camaraderie, the 
fun, and the real brotherhood can 
never be effaced from our minds and 
hearts. 

It was good for us to be there! It 
will' always be good for all of us to 
cooperate with men of good willI 
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Tile /(u'(I/ PtlstfJ" s P(lge 

HIGH LIGHTS 

1944 Schools 
Episcopal Chairtnan: His Excel

lency Most Rev. Peter W. Barthol
orne, Coadjutor Bishop of St. Cloud. 

Director: Rev. Martin Schirber, 
O.S.B., St. John's University, College
ville, Minn. 

Regional Director for the East: 
Rev. Patrick T. Quinlan, Brookfield 
Center, Conn. 

Regional Director for the South: 
Very Rev. Msgr. Hubert Lerschen, 
Rayne, Louisiana. 

Beginning earlier than usual, with 
rural life days for priests and farmers 
in the Green Bay Diocese, May 28-
29, fifty Rural Life Schools and In
stitutes are scheduled consecutively 
from June 5 to August 24, with_ two 
additional schools on the west coast 
in the late fall. The program has 
been planned to meet your specific 
needs and the facilities of the various 
regions. For the first time, schools 
and institutes are to be held exclusive
ly for Catholic farmers and rural girls. 

PRIESTS AND SEMINARIANS 
Choice of topics for discussion and 

local speakers has been left entirely 
in the hands of your local Directors 
and Committees. For the benefit of 
newcomers a part of the time in some 
sessions will be spent in outlining 
what has been accomplished in other 
parts of the country and what can be 
done in any rural community here and 
now. St. John'S (Collegeville, Minne
sota) , is offering a Rural Life Leader
ship School for those who have at
tended one or more rural life schools, 

"Father, does success in a person's 
profession always indicate that a per
son has chosen the proper vocation? 
I (a business executive) have always 
found that my attention has been di
verted to the good earth, hutnan be
ings, beasts. In other word's, God's 
most natural creations. My wife and 
I both agree that God, Family and 
Health are more valuable in life than 
money." 

and who wish to go somewhat more 
deeply into rural problems. It will 
presuppose knowledge of government 
agencies, rural life philosophy, co-ops, 
credit unions, etc.-a good school for 
Diocesan Directors and for Rural Life 
Leaders. In the East, discussions will 
center on philosophy of rural life, es
tablishing part-time homes on the 
land, rural problems in other lands 
and population problems. The Rural 
Life School of the South will move to 
Alexandria, Louisiana. In the North 
Central states, Green Bay and St. 
Bede's lead off, with the Dioceses of 
Toledo and Cincinnati following. The 
Institutum Divi Thomae is under
taking a research progr~m in rural 
living and factors which draw young 

people away from homes on the land. 
Farther west, St. Benedict's will stress 
the "small farmer at home." At the 
A & M College, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
soils and soil conservation practices, 
spiritual and liturgical rural life, and 
rural education, will share with philos
ophy of rural life. Another Semana 
Rural will be held at Montezuma. 

SISTERS 
The Conference holds that philos

ophy of rural life will not reach the 
young until it has taken hold of the 
minds of a large number of Sisters. 
Marquette and St. Louis Universities 
led the way last year with Rural Life 
Schools for Sisters. This year twenty
two separate and four joint sessions 
have been planned. Locations, sub
jects and faculty have been carefully 
chosen to fit local needs and require-

ments and to give as many Sisters 
possible an opportunity to 
Some have study courses of three t(} 

five days; others are one-day insti. 
tutes of a more inspirational charac_ 
ter. All are instructive from the view
point of Christian social thought and 
helpful as background for Christian 
education. 

Top!cs ~ill include philosophy of 
rural hfe, alms of the rural life move. 
ment and practical proposals for im. 
plementing such aims through rural 
schools and community cooperation 
the values of rural life and the edu: 
cation of rural youth, rural sociology 
and Christian use of the land. ' 

LAITY 
• Chilton, Wisconsin, will have_ a big 
gathering of farmers and rural leaders 
with addresses by nationally known 
speakers. At Assumption Abbey, 
Richardton, North Dakota, two days 
of open forums and panel discussions 
on farming, education and coopera
tives in the Plains' States assure a 
profitable meeting for the farmers of 
that region. Rural Life Days will be 
held at Jasper and Oldenburg, Indi~ 
ana. The Galveston Diocese is hold
ing a Rural Life School for Farmers 
at Tayldr, Texas, July 24-26. 

The Grail Workers, now perma
nently located at their new home 
"Grailville," Loveland, Ohio, will hold 
"Grail Schools of Apostolate" at 
Frontenac, Minnesota, Rugby, North 
Dakota, New Orleans, Suffern, New 
York, and Loveland. These schools 
will be open to all young women un
der twenty-four who are interested 
in the lay apostolate. Special atten
tion will be given to the concept of 
Agriculture as a way of life. A study 
of urbanization and. its resultant prob
lems will reveal the necessity for a 
return to the land and small subsist
ence farms. 

SPEAKERS 
Keeping up the tradition of former 

years, outstanding rural leaders will 
participate in the schools. The vari
ous departments of the government 
are again giving full cooperation and 
assistance to make the program a suc
cess. Most encouraging of all is the 
generous and whole-hearted approval 
of the Bishops. 
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eKED CORN 
and repay when the harvest is com
pleted. 

to the South and Catholicity 
by States for 1942 

" 
Carolina .... 25.2 « 

Carolina .... 24.2 « " 
.......... 24.2 " « 

of Columbia .. 17.5 per 1,000 
. . . . . . . . . 18.6" " 

York .... " ......... 18.9" " 
...... ... 19 .. 0" " 

1I..T .. l~,.,,,,k,, ......... 19.0" " 
« 

.;~;Where is tomorrow's America be
mg born? 

Journal of Town and Country 

A new journal, specializing on re
sources, methods and tools for min
isters in town and country churches 
has been launched by the Committee 
on Town and Country of the Home 
Missions Council of North America 
and the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. The 
rural church departments and com
mittees of ten religious bodies are co
operating in the production and cir
culation of the journal, which is part 
of an enlarged cooperative rural 
church program to encourage a na
tional rural church movement. 

Future plans include: Postwar re
sponsibilities of the local church, es
pecially the "resettlement" of many 
rural people. The returning defense 
worker, as well as the returning sol
dier, as a concern of the church, will 
be stressed. 

Benson Y. Landis, is Managing 
Editor, and James A. Crain, Mark A. 
Dawber, Henry W. McLaughlin, 
Henry S. Randolph, Mark Rich, C. L. 
Samuelson, Martin Schroeder, Thom
as Alfred Tripp, A. J. Walton, and 
M. R. Zigler constitute the Board of 
Editors. 

Between the Old and the New 

A prominent Bulgarian agricultural 
economist points out that a country 
made up of small holdings can 
through cooperatives keep all the ad
vantages of these small farms and 
at the same time have the advan
tages of large estates. The small 
farms, for example, can use coopera
tively all the means of production 
(such as heavy equipment), which, 
due to their high cost and working 
capacity, can normally be owned and 
utilized by only the big farm units . 
Similarly, wine cellars and milk plants 
can make it possible for the small 
farmer to market standardized prod
ucts that find a much quicker sale 
than would the products from many 
different households. 

The Bulgarian villager has three 
widely differing ways of marketing 
his produce. The first, the weekly 

Thus it may be seen that the gen
eral-purpose cooperative, when effi
ciently managed, is well able to rep
resent the Bulgarian peasant in the 
world of business competition. It 
offers a middle ground between the 
peasant economy or folk society and 
the modern capitalistic way of doing 
things. 

Foreign Agriculture 

market, symbolizes the old barter No Ration Points 
system, which has come down fmm - . . 
the Middle Ages, and which is char~.,p1 If the fresh veget~bles ~lth whlch 
acteristic of the peasant society. It you ek~ out your ration pomts get too 
has its social and recreational fea- expenSlve for the budget, remember 
tures as well as its economic func- the wild greens'that grow along road-
tions. At the other extreme is the sides and even, sometimes, on the 
commercialism of the western coun- front lawn. They furnish vitamins 
tries, which is illustrated by the and minerals and will add to the va-
buyers with their emphasis upon driv- riety of meals. 
ing a shrewd bargain so that they may First of the wild greens to come are 
have more to spend in the cash econ- dandelions. Also available this sea-
omy of the city. In between these son, and in fact at all seasons since 
two types is the cooperative which, it is an evergreen, is watercress. 
without replacing either the tradi- Check with your local health depart-
tional "communalism" of the peasant ment about its safety, however, as in 
or the capitalistic nature of world- some localities the water it grows in 
wide trade, offers a compromise be- might be polluted. 
tween the two. The peasant can ex- Besides these two greens, house-
change his goods for other goods at wives may be able to' serve, as a 
the local cooperative store; if he change from spinach and lettuce, 
needs mOl~ey for taxes, he can borrow stinging nettIe, marsh marigold, dock, 

milkweed, chicory, wild onion, lamb's 
quarter, summer mustard, pokeweed, 
sorrel and purslane or parsley. 

Only the tender young leaves of 
plants should be selected for eating. 
Young crisp leaves are nice for salad, 
but these wild greens can also be 
cooked and served like spinach or 
chard with butter or a sauce. 

Science News Letter 
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0 .. Choosing a Schoo' 
(In a letter written by Fr. Vincent 

McNabb, O.P., to H.D.C. Pepler) 
My Dear Parent: 

I am not surprised that our walk 
and talk as we wayfared in deserted 
Staffordshire have brought me your 
demand for some rules on the choice 
of a school. As my mind has been 
dwelling on the matter of real educa
tion for the last forty years, I ven
ture to set down the following rules. 

The best education is home-school
ing; not school-schooling. Even the 
best school is but a supplement to 
the home. But not even the best 
school is a substitute for the home. 
Think this out. It may make a father 
of you, . 

A tather and mother who have 
not made their home a university in 
little are slacking or lacking at their 
job. Like all great te.achers they 
should begin to learn from their 
children .••• 

Test your sanity in the matter of 
education by the famous phrase of 
Wellington (which, happily, he never 
said): "Waterloo was won on the 
playing-fields of Eton." Ask your
self, "What relation have these play
ing-fields of Eton to . the empty 
wheat-fields of England?" The at
tempt to answer this question may 
mean the beginning of your own edu
cation-a more pressing need than 
your son's education. • . • 

The Weekly Revie'MI 

One Day It Will Be Over 
The people of Greene County, 

Georgia, are finding a deep satisfac
tion in the war effort. It gives them 
something big and important to work 
on together. It helps overcome petty 
differences. It defines a real' enemy 
outside our county and country. Now 
that we are at war, many of the 
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things we need to do something 
about are not so close home. 

When we looked at our depleted 
land and the houses of many of our 
people, we were uncomfortable .. The 
refusal to recognize local needs will 

stifle the soul of any man; to ac
knowledge them does not make for 
an easy restful life. And so, many 
people in Greene, as throughout our 
nation, found the war a good chance 
to shed concern for unwholesome 
conditions around them. . . . 

There are now more jobs than 
workers, 'and there is a place for 
everybody. The Forgotten Man here 
has disappeared for ~he time being. 
But one day the war will end, and 
wholesale readjustment will' mJe to 
be made. 

Said one aged farmer: "They ·tells 
me we are fighting for justice, but 
we ain't never had justice." Many 
people of Greene are coming to re
alize that we must continue to develop 
democracy in our local communities 
while we put down the enemies of 
democracy abroad. 

ARTHUR F. RAPER 

Tenants oj the Almighty 

Ups and Downs 
One further remark ought to be 

added. The best insurance for a pros
perous postwar agriculture lies in the 
prudence and self-reli1!,nce of the indi
vidual farmer. Every farmer over 
fifty, certainly, is well aware that his 
business has ups and downs, and that 
the "downs" are tough for the fellow 
who is in debt, or poorly fortified 
with equipment and buildings. The 
"downs" are tougher, too, for the 
family not accustomed to providing 
plenty of home-grown food. 

WHEELER McMILLAN 
Farm Journal 

High Wases1 
Women, old and young, put 

hours at the defense plant and 
home by over-crowded buses 
which they often have long , . 
street corners in heat or cold or 
Tired out, they must then stilI 
their own work" of nousekee:nin. 
feeding the family, caring for 
children. Nor does it always add 
the family happiness when 
boys, employed for the first 
draw down enormous wages for 
ginners and indulge in a variety 
irresponsible actions. 

Countless homes never are free 
the constant anxiety for sons at 
fighting fronts. Wives of soldiers . . ' celVlng only fifty dollars a 

,often have to break up 
and "tloqble up with the old 
thereby adding still more to 
strains of living. Out of the 
tions and frayed nerves of such living 
come untold headaches and heart
aches. 

How different this is from the lure 
of "high wages" that we read about! 
A farmer who had tried it for him~ 
self told me that he got back to the 
farm with a sigh of relief. "Let them 
have their high wages," he said. "I 
don't want to have to live like that." 

JAMES MYERS 

Labor Today-and Tomorrow 

Mrs. Consumer 
Home, Inc., runs most efficiently 

and happily when Mr. and Mrs. Con
sumer work together. Our co-op is 
like that, too-it takes both Mr. and 
Mrs. Consumer to build it. Mr. Con
sumer, president of Home, Inc., can 
help set up any number of coopera
tives. But if Mrs. Consumer, pur
chasing agent, takes her trade else
where, the co-ops so established will 
gasp for breath arid die. 

Participation of women-not only 
as member purchasers, but also as 
directors, committee members, edu
cators and publicizers-is of great 
and increasing importance to the co
operative movement. And it's just as 
important to the men as it is to the 
women. While the nation is talking 
of manpower shortage, the co-ops 
should use all their women power. 

The Cooperative Consumer 
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to cite my experience in 
out a project in Baby Beef 

which I completed two 
Through the successful 

of this project, I more 
ever before came to real
values of a 4-H project. 
for my Baby Beef proj

steer from a neighbor's 
Inexperienced as I was, I 

him for assistance. To 
that i might better care for 
I procured and studied thor

the government bulletins 
I could find on the va

of beef cattle production. 
$11.00 per hundredweight 

calf, which was at that time 
price. I fed my calf in 

: with a well-laid plan ar
at after my studying. I then 
to summarize my records. . The 
feed cost based upon prevail-

prices in this vicinity was 
to be $42.25, or $6.04 per 

pounds of beef produced. 
costs, shelter, etc., were off

the value of the manure pro-
Net returns from the project 

\~were $49.28, with returns per $100 
;of feed fed being $125, which proves 
"there is money in feeding cattle when 
Conditions are favorable. Success 
was achieved as a result of skill and 

. efficiency in the mixing and feeding 
of the daily ration, and not gambling 
on high returns through above aver
age expenditures. 

Since this first beef project, I have 
fed a number of beef calves, some 

EN ROUTE 
Sister M. Raphael. B. V .M. 

o wheat-fields. restless hI' the wind. 
The crowds that careless pass and glance. 

Will one day bend in awe. when you 
Have donned Omnipotence. 

o waving fields of golden grain 
Envisaged thro' my tears. 

And priestly hands uplifting high 
White Hosts of future years. 

being entered in 4-H Club projects, 
others not. All proceeds from these 
calves have been invested in more 
calves until today my total invest
ment in beef cattle represents a con
siderable sum. 

It was while I was carrying out 
this project that I first began to feel 
a real and deepening interest in agri
culture. Previous to this, I was indif-

to the country. The Danes have 
brought culture to the country by im
proving the quality of rural education 
especially among adults, and by ex
hibiting in the villages the great paint
ings and objects of art from the N a
tional Art Gallery. The saving of 
democracy requires making life in 
the small community so worthwhile 
that the drift to the city is stopped. 

JAMES P. WARBASSE 

TIle Dumb and Blind 

~ ferent to the farm, believing my work 
lay in other pursuits, than farming. 
However, as I progressed in my ~roj
ect, I became more and more inter
ested in farming, especially in beef . " It doesn't occur to most country 
cattle. ' "'editors that there can be stories worth 

My experiences in this project have writing about plowing and sowing and 
not been unusual in themselves. For, fertilizing and mowing and threshing 

.' in like manner, thousands upon thou- and stacking, ibout the production 
sands of 4-H Club members over and harvesting and marketing of 
the length and breadth of this great farm products. 
land have had similar experiences. Why are they so blind? Don't 
And so the 4-H Club carries on, train- ask me. But I do know that most 
ing young men and young women to- country editors regard farming as too 
day to take their place in agricul- trivial, or too complicated, to write 
ture and in the world tomorrow- about. '. 
teaching them not only how to earn, How many of them go to a Grange 
but how to live as well. or Farm Bureau meeting and try to 

ALLEN BRAKKE understand the problems discussed 

Condensed from Farmers Digest 

Stemming file Drifts 
The pioneering days in American 

agriculture are gone. The lone farm 
house with no near neighbors has seen 
its day. The farmer, his wife, and 
children are all gregarious and need 
the warmth of human neighborliness. 
The city will destroy them. The small 
community, the rural village, is their 
social hope. . 

The Swiss have expanded the eco
nomic opportunities of small villages 
by moving industries from the city 

there? How many ever drive out 
along rural roads, climb over the 
fence and talk to the farmer while 
he's fixing a pigpen? How many 
ever think of asking the farmer if 
he's growing the same crops he grew 
last year and if he switched, why so? 

Is the farmer still feeding "long" 
hay or does he grind it and does he 
think the extra operation pays? How 
are his cows doing in the cow-test 
association? If there is no cow-test 
association in the area, why not? 
How about an editorial on it? 

EARNEST DOUGLAS 

The Country Book 
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CANONIZED BY HER CHILDREN she had seven of them. They 
the crusts of fresh bread, and 

M. C. PfllIl 

T HIS is about a mother who was 
a saint. At least, her ten children 

thought of her as a saint, and her 
husband. surely did; and her own 
father and mother and her sister and 
two brothers; and the old folks in 
the community and the young hus
bands who came to call for her "the 
last minute," and the youngsters who 
ran in to pay their respects when 
they wanted to play with the Krieter 
girls and Henry, and hoped-not 
without success-for a cookie first 
thing, a big one with scallops around 
the edge and a large raisin in the 
middle; and the threshers who liked 
her cooking and her cheery good 
humor; and the two -grocers who came 
around, the one on Saturday and the 
other on Monday while she was wash
ing; all of them thought her the kind 
that it would be easy to spend an 
eternity with. 

She used to think it a little dis
respectful each time the choir sang 
"Es blueht der Blumen eine" because 
that. was the song with which Fred 
had courted her. It was great fun 
for the older children, Will and those 
(Mrs. Krieter did not talk of these 
things when the- "children" were 
around), when Ma would tell how she 

Giuseppe Sarto's (Pius Xl boyhood 
in northern Italy eDnbraced a picture 
loved by the eulogists of free and 
equal opportunity-he was born on 
a farDn of peasant parents, walked 
f01l1" Dniles to school with boots slung 
over shoulders. in order to save shoe 
leather, returned at night to JDilk the 
cows or pitch hay,and in spare DnO
Dnents plugged so hard that he cap
tured all the prizes in school and 
senlinary. But one bnportant detail 
is lacking to cODnplete the Horatio 
Alger picture. It was the glory of 
Pius X that he had no worldly aDn
bitions, no desire for gain. FrODn 
priesthood to Papacy he reDnained in 
essence a country boy of Venezia. 

Paul H. Hallett 
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met Pa the first time. She was work
ing for Henry Hayward. Henljy 
Hayward had a cheese and butter 
factory and needed a hired man. Fred 
Krieter had been working for Andrew 
Popp ever since he had come to 
America as a young man of seven
teen to help out the family finances; 
they had a large family, too, Fred's 
folks. Anyway, though Fred was 
earning all of twelve dollars a month, • 
he figured that if he could get as 
much as one hundred eighty a year
Mr. Popphad raised his brows at 
that!-he would be better able to get 
the folks over here and have a home 
ready f'Or them when they came. Mr. 
Hayward scratched his head when he 
heard what this yqung man at the 
Popp place was planning; "ut he 
said finally "Fred,.you come &1ld work 
for me. I'll pay you one hundred 
eighty a year." And Fred went. Susan 
Diedrich was working at Hayward's 
at just the psychological moment, 
God usually arranging all things to
the advantage of those who trust Him 
to arrange things. Fred saw Susan 
and Susan saw Fred, and on the 
Fourth of July, Fred asked to take 
Susan for a ride in the evening 
around the square. The square was 
really a square formed by the country 
road which ran about five miles to 
a side up past Demons' and Frank 
Wehner's and down:-through Merrill
ville and in through Turkey Creek 
and then on to Lottaville at Woods' 
corner. 

Well, they were married on 
Thanksgiving Day and Fred always 

. insisted that no man in the world 
had ever been more fortunate, and 
that his own boys would "have to get 
up in the morning and hustle around 

. if they were going to get a girl nearly 
as good looking as his" ; and he 
meant that, and the boys knew he 
was right. 

Ma Krieter knew how to manage 
boys, and she needed to know, for 

the ordinary loaf has only two 
she made at least one round 
The boys might cut as many as 
crusts off a loaf like that. 

She ruled her boys through her own 
fine life, for she seldom seemed to 
preach to them. Certain things seemed 
to be taken for granted just because 
she herself did what she expected 
them to do. She had a clever way 
tO'o, of saying some very wise thin~ 
at times, like the' wisdom that ac~ 
companied her shrug of the shoulders 
as she met the criticism of her girls 
about one of the neighbors: "That 
is her way. You have your own 
odd little ways, too, which probably 
annoy'her just as much or more." 

Always she was gentle, always kind 
and thoughtful, and that meant some
thing with ten children, each one of 
whom-except Andrew and Eliza
beth-was selfish enough and always 
wanting something like the moon or
a piece of the sky. She never issued 
an order in the form of a command; 
it was always in the form of a re
quest. Regardless of form, it meant 
immediate obedience, but it was al
ways couched in the language of the 
lovely lady. "Will you be so kind 
as to take this lantern out to the 
barn? The men need it; it is getting 
so dark." "May I trouble you to 
get my umbrella from upstairs? You 
know where it IS in our room." "Be 
so kind as to get the butter up from 
the cellar; be careful on the last 
step; it is a little higher than the 
others," and so on with any order 
she gave. 

And how she controlled Will and 
Joe in the days when they were going 
out with girlsl Mr. Krieter thought 
that going out two nights a week 
whenever there was a dance over at 
the Pavillion (you must know about 
that Pavillion!) or at St. John, ten 
miles _ away, was an outrage. T? 
dance their heads off all night untIl 
two in the morning and then get up 
at five to begin the milking was ruin
ing their health. Why, when he was 
courting the nicest girl in the county, 
they went out on the Fourth of Jul! 
and Thanksgiving and New Year s 
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to the County Fair; they 
have to wear out themselves 

horse two nights a week! 
Krieter would say: "Well, 

, Fred; times have changed 
then. Besides, you and I could 

other every day, working 
there at the Hayward place." 
would relent with a merry 

;"!winkIe, knowing that she had won 
But once, when Will was going 

''(lut with a non-Catholic girl, his 
kf~ther did not like it and he told Will 
so in no uncertain terms. Will went 
up and spruced up to go anyway. 
On his way out to hitch up, he passed 
through the kitchen. "Willie, you 
know, I think I would like it better 
if you did not go tonight," his mother 
said. That was all there was to it., 
Will never said a word; he called 
up the girl and told her he could 
not make it, and there was no grouch
ing nor complaining or anything of 
the sort. 

About that Merrillville Pavillion. 
There had been no organized enter
tainment for the young people in the 
neighborhood until a group of young 
fellows from Merrillville and Cedar 
Lake got together and built the Pa
villion right at the edge of Merrill
ville. The local pastor did not like 
it; to him dancing anywhere at any 
time was a bad thing. Hence, on 
Sunday, he said very forcefully to 
his people: "You fathers and moth
ers should go with your young sons 
and daughters and see what goes on 
at these holes of iniquity." Coming 
out of church that Sunday, Will said 
to just anybody at all: "I've got a 

, jolly mother; I would not mind tak
ing her anywhere I go." As the fam
ily sat down to dinner that noon, 
Mr. Krieter said: "Willie, I am so 
proud of you. That was the finest 
thing you could have said"; and 
~ill's return was: "Now, if I could 
Just get Ma to come along with us, 
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everything would be all seL" His 
mother smiled and said nothing, but 
the way she smiled made Will feel 
wonderfully good. 

While she never spied on her 
youngsters nor seemed to watch them 
deliberately, she always knew every
thing that was going on. Katie had 
a passion for reading. She read what
ever she could lay hands on; and 
where there was printed matter in 
the house, Katie got her hands and 
her eyes on it, even the novel which 
Joe was reading and used to hide in 
the marmalade kettle on top of the 
pantry shelves. When Will began 
taking the Chicago Daily N ews, Mr~. 
Krieter was worried. "That' child 
reads everything, Willie; I wish you 
did not have it come to the house." 
"Aw, she just reads the funnies; she 
can't make out any of the rest of it." 
But her mother knew better. When 
the car-barn bandits were making 

'havoc of their own and other people's 
lives, she read everY 1urid detail of 
it in the Daily News. Finally, ·on~ 
day her mother sat down with Xatie 
and said something like this: "You, 
know, I like to see you so interested 
in reading; but you must always keep 
anything like that in control, so that 
you can make yourself do other things 
that must be done at the time no 
matter how badly you want to read. 
Otherwise you will get like a man who 
cannot control his love for drink. 
Don't you see how bad that can be?" 
Meantime, she saw to it that there 
was always plenty of wholesome read~ 
ing matter about the house. 

For all their mother's virtues, how
ever, her children were sometimes not 
too virtuous and they would get to 
quarreling, a thing which she -could 
not endure. "Wh1ftever brawls dis
turb the street," she would recite to 
them, "There must be peace at home. 
Where brothers dwell and sisters meet, 
quarrels must never come." 

And she used clever psychology in 
the training of her children. "Lizzie 
is always so thoughtful of others, 
even if she is the youngest," she 
would say when she noticed some 
particularly selfish manifestation. 
"When Joe was small, he was always 
the neatest of all the boys. He would 

'always put his toys away and keep 

1944 

all his things in the nicest order;" 
this as a gentle hint while the young
er children were playing on the floor 
and had things pretty well scattered 
everywhere. . 

She must have lived very close to 
the Holy Ghost to receive from Him 
the inspiration for the right answers 
to the constant barrage of questions 
which ten children, two years apart 
each from the next older one, could 
raise. Henry is the youngest in the 
family. In those days children re
ceived their first Holy Communion 
at twelve; "twelve before the first of 
January" was the parish regulation. 
This meant that Henry had all the 
excitement and the inspiration which 
comes to the younger members of the 
family all of whom help the fortunate 

one to prepare for this happiest day 
of his life. Henry had looked forward 
with great eagerness for his great 
day; it came at last, June twenty
fourth. He was almost choked with 
the sheer joy of it, with the happiness 
and the awe of it all. But, evening 
drew the wonderful day to its close. 
Before going to bed, Henry went to 
his mother in the kitchen and said 
plaintively: "Even today lasted only 
one day, didn't it?" And, oh, that 
mother's answer was like a direct 
answer from the Holy Spirit Himself: 
"Yes, child, even your First Holy 
Communion Day lasted only one day. 
You must wait until you get to 
Heaven; there it will be First Com
munion day all the time, and there 
will be no night to close down on 
your happiness." And the little child 
went to bed satisfied that Heaven 
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was worth waiting for, and an ever
lasting Communion day was worth 
working for. 

For twenty-five years, Mrs. Krieter 
was president of the Ladies Altar 
Society. That meant that she took 
care of everything the society wanted 
done. She kept the records, received 
the dues and kept an account of 
them in a stiff-covered composition 

book which she herself ruled into 
columns into which to mark' the 
monthly payments. Every married 
woman jn the parish belonged to the 
society. Masses for dec,easoo mem
bers were very promptly taken care 
of. The sick of the parish were visited 
conscientiously. There were two large 
books which had always to be put 
right back in the very same place on 
the bottom shelf of the whatnot-"in 
case anybody gets sick, you see, we 
must always know just where they 
are." And sure enough, whenever 
any man, woman or child in the 
neighborhood (neighborhood mean
ing anywhere within a radius of ten 
miles or more) was seriously ill, you 
might see Ma Krieter hurrying to 
the place with one of these books 
under her arm. Likely she carried a 
loaf of bread, and some jam and a 
jar of pears under the other. 

She had, this mother of ten, a 
sense of mortification and self-control 
that often shamed her children into 
trying to imitate her to some degree. 
She practically always stood at her 
work. She stood to peel vegetables; 
she stood for her washing, which must 
have been huge when we remember 
that there were seven boys in the fam
ily, and the girls wore starched dresses 
and underthings. One Monday when 
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she must have been particularly tired 
-it may have been just before the 
last baby came-she went to lie down 
after the noon meal. Well, the whole 
family was frightened. Was she sick? 
Could they do something for her? 
Had they better call Dr. Iddings? 
Never had they known their mother 
to take the littlest relaxation in the 
middle of the day; never had she 
said or shown that she was tired. 

Efficiency expert that she was, Ma 
Krieter led an intense spiritual life, 
but so unobtrusively that probably 
even her husband did not know 
whence she drew the powerful influ
ence which she exerted over her grow
ing boys and over all with whom she 
came into contact. She had. mag
nificent faith in Divine Providence 
and a beautiful resignation to all His 
arrangements. When the barn was 
struck by lightning in 1900 she 
made no comment other than "We 
must simply seee God's will in such 
thin~." . The barn had been a 
horse .and ,cow barn combined with 
a huge hayloft overhead, and it 
was just at the end . of "the haying 
season with the mow filled with new 
hay. There must have' been ,twe,ty 
cows and at least ten horses and-tons 
and tons of hay. But they trusted 
that God would see them through, 
and he did. 

She seemed to be always entirely 
objective; nothing ever seemed to 
affect her directly. She had an in
fectious ringing laugh which dispelled 
the darkest clouds. Yet, she did not 
believe in overlooking responsibility, 
nor in being too carefree. "Life is 
no plaything, and the world is no 
playhouse," she would say. And other 
pithy sayings she had: "If you have a 
penny save it; and a pigtail, shave it." 
Or, when the children felt that others 

had been very ungrateful (to 
they did not stop to renleDllber. 
they were ungrateful often) 
would say: "Ingratitude is 

ld' ·"B wor s com. ut she could 
or overlook· ingratitude, and 
to do more favors for 
seemed, as seen through the 
spyglass, very undeserving. 

No, she never went out for a 
game, but she did play euchre 
her husband and. the boys iIi the 
ter nights. In the summer, she 
sit pitting cherries; or cleaning 
berti?s; or finishing Some last jarS 
cannmg.But, frequently' on ' 
nights, she would set the OlllCKV,he:ilt 
panca~es for ili:e morning, ligl!.t ,',., 
hanging lamp (you could not have a 
lamp on the tab~e at such times)J 
send one of the gIrls down for a pan' 
6f apples, clear the table, and !\it 
down. for a' lusty ganle of euchre. She 
was a clever winner and a good-na-
tured loser-if and when. . 

Her working habits were exem
plary. She never puttered: what s1te 
began, she finished. She had a won
derful ingenuity for budgeting her 
time. And so, did she finish her 
work that last summer of her life, 
in 1924. She did her canning, had 
her garden in fine sJaape with things 
ripening~ on the vine and in the 
ground, and then she went to the hos
pital. She died very suddenly on the 
morning she was to be dismissed from 
the hospital. The evening before, 
she told her nurse: "Be sure to read 
me the end of that story; I want to 
know the end. You see, I have fin
ished my work. My baby is twenty
six; I have two girls in the convent; 
every one of the boys has married a 

~. good Catholic girl; and my job is 
just about done." She died the next 
morning at nine-thirty. 

THE SAILOR'S WISH 
Giralda Forbes 

I know this carnage cannot last for ever. 
That victory comes nearer day by day. 

But in my heart there grows a wistful yeamins 
For some things far away. 

I want to lose the memory of battle. 
Of ocean tragedies. and blood soaked foam. 

I want to see a field of speckled cattle. 
I want the hills of home. 
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THIS severe person, more inflex
.. . ible than an article of canon law, 

has nothing in common, it is needless 
to say, with the relation of the cure, 
mother or sister, aunt or niece, who 
often keeps house for him, and in 
whom all the domestic virtues the 
most appreciated blossom forth in le 
ptesbytere (the clergy house) as in 
the heart of our best country homes. 

A type much rarer today, the pro
fessional housekeeper was- carved like 
a sheaf of rye, with sharp inquisitive 
eyes forever leveled at others, and 
with a note resembling a bracket and 
a mouth conjugated in the imperative. 
She represented the tardy self-asser
tion of a self -esteem as thoroughly 
unbendirig as reserved, and which 
could give itself free rein in this in
violable asylum of the presbytere, in 
the shadow of the cassock so widely 
respe4ted. 

Was she not able ... or did she 
not want to? Or, still, did she waive 
marriage in spite or in scorn? Mys
tery! ... But, in any case, her will 
has asserted itself with as much te
nacity in revolt as in refusal. 

Without a natural aversion to dis
cipline she might have become a nun; 
but she has at least adopted an aus
terity of morals and a fixity of pur
pose t~t, as mu<;h as her age, render 
her thoroughly canonical. 

The virtues preferred by her are 
naturally those that do not conflict too 
much with a curiosity full of expedi
ents and a great intolerance for oth
ers. She is ever on the watch for 
news, and one would think she had 
the Cure of souls by the comments 
with which she underlines all the hap
penings of the parish. 

She has forever that inquiring spirit 
which leads her to the "examination 
of conscience" of all parishioners 
waiting for an audience with monsieur 
~ cure. To his very face, she ques
tions Narcisse: --"From OthllT Days OthfA' Ways. 

"Was there dancing chez vous last 
week? . . . The cure is severe on 
that point. Me, I am not going to 
tell him; he has enough to bother him 
as it is. I know how to keep a secret. 
You can tell me!" 

"Ma'm'selle Demerise," replies 
Narcisse, with a touch of malice 
hardly disguised, "if the cure speaks 
to you about it, you can continue to 
say that you know nothing about it." 

"You won't tell me, eh? But I'll 
find out just the same." 

Another victim of the inquisition 
is a child come to sell blueberries. 

"You have fine blueberries, my lit
tle boy. You're a good little boy! 
And what is your mother doing to
day?" 

"She is doing her best," replies the 
lad, duly primed before leaving home. 

"And will your sister soon wed that 
great booby son of Jose?" 

"My mother told me not to be a 
basket full of holes!" 

"Eh bien! go and sell your blue
berries elsewhere," snaps out through 
the slamming door. 

The real commeres (gossips) of the 
village furnish Demerise daily food 
for her spirit ceaselessly on the watch 
for news of all sorts. Unfortunate the . 
poor parishioners whom the loose 
tongues of the gossips take for tar
gets. There follows inevitably a much 
amplified report to monsieur le cure. 

"Monsieur Ie cure," says Demerise, 
"there are woeful doings in the parish, 
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and you don't seem to know of them. 
In my young days the cure back home 
wouldn't have tolerated such things." 

"Demerise," the cure placidly re
plies, "aren't you afraid your soup 
will take to the bottom? Come now, 
a little less gossip and a little more 
housework! " 

"Ah, monsieur le cure, if you only 
knew ... " 

"I know enough." 
"If you would only listen to me I 

I ... " 
"If you would listen yourself, there 

would be less gossip to disturb your 
mind." 

"It is only to help you, monsieur 
le cure." 

"It smells of something burning. 
I tell you, Demerise! You had better 
leave the running of the parish to me 
and watch your pots and pansl" 

The door slams sharply, and De
merise tells herself that the quality of 
the gravy will be reduced in the pro
portion of the attention accorded to 
her advice by the cure. 
" But Demerise never considers her-

o sel' beaten. Each new visit to the 
vIDage is provocative of a new rage 
to know more. And, in consequence, 
questions almost a:lways accompany 
the dishes served to the cure at table 
. . . only to be answered evasively, 
much to her vexation. 

And yet, when Demerise had en
tered the service of the presbytere, 
she had been of an exemplary gentle
ness and docility. To all orders she 
would reply with a: "Qui, monsieur le 
cure /" which carried the full measure 
of her respect and her goodwill. 

She was also scrupulous enough, 
at that time, to say, when referring 
to the poultry of the presbytere: 

"I am going to feed the hens of 
monsieur le cure." 

Later: 
"Our hens are laying excellently." 
And, after a few years of service: 
"I have the finest hens of the par

ish." 
Should she talk of "our parishion-

. ers" or of "our sermon" I would not 
be surprised, so much does her per
sonality, mean on its own merits, 
seek to i~pose itself by use of the 
glory reflecting from the cure. 



Often enough, through altruistic 
motives that might find better appli
cation in some other direction, De
merise takes upon herself the role of 
soigneuse (nurse). 

"You are coughing," she says to 
Catherine. "I have some medicine 
that will cure you. I use it myself I" 

To another sufferer, a different 
medicine is given with the same as
surance . . . so much so that one 
gains the· impression that, having 
suffered all ills, Demerise has tested 
all remedies. 

The . visits of neighboring cures 
bring out another trait of the peevish 
menagere: 

"So-and-so might well have stayed 
at home. 1: have quite enough work 
without him." 

A little compliment regarding the 
quality of the soup, a courteous hand
shake, the gift of a medal or of prayer 
beads, often suffices to change the 
tone of her remarks . . . and of her 
sentiments, too. 

During dinner, the guest is spied 
upon without shame and almost with
out discretion, to the point where the 
table service suffers from the interest 
of Demerise in the conversation. In 
this way she comes to know more 
details concerning each cure than the 
Ordinary of the diocese. However, it 
can surprise no one to learn that ac
tual conditions do not entirely cor
respond to her interpretation of them. 

To summarize, the menagere, while 
much attached to the service of her 
cure, is forever trying to bring her 
own personality to the fore. She can 
easily become tyrannical, and I know 
many cures that have carried patience 
to the point of heroism. 

Despite the insobriety of her will, 
the intemperance of her tongue, the 
unseasonableness of her zeal, and the 
unwavering constancy of her virtue, 
but perhaps by reason of them all, the 
menagere du presbytere remains a 
character feared or respected through
out the countryside. Her silhouette, 
so humble as it may appear at first 
sight, reveals to the careful observer 
a strong soul, of untiring devotion, of 
a contagious piety, and of unshake.
able faith . . . for whom heaven will 
probably hold more clemency than 
the present century. 
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Whenever the current news reports the bombing of some 
the country pastor in his study casts a solicitous glance at 
parish church near by, and offers a prayer of thanksgiving 
no similar danger threatens the place of worship of his 
More frequently do also the prayers for peace rise from his 
when he· contemplates the destruction of these hallowed 

The country church is not just a building but the history of 
people, the record of their hopes and ambitions, the story of 
tears and joys; it is for them their Bethlehem, their Calvary. 
many reasons the life of the people in the country is more inti. 
mately attached to their church than is the life of people in the 
city. The parishioners, fewer in number. know one another, ,and 
also the pastor, much better.' Rempte from the allurements· of 
the city, they look more to the church for the center of their activi. 
ties, spiritual as well as social. 

Proudly do the few remaining pioneers boast of having helped 
to build it. They hauled the field stones for its foundation, hauled 
the' lumber and the brick; saw it rise inch by inch as they toiled 
along. They tett and tell again how the steeple was erected and 
the cross triull1phantly mounted. Almost legendary has become 
the story of the st;engt~ and skill of Nick Mueller, the mason, who 
learned his trade in ~rmany. Long must have been the sermon 
of the bishop on the day of dedication if His Excellency said all 
they quote with such seeming accuracy. 

Lovingly enshrined in the hearts of the people are the pastors 
who through the years have ministered to their spiritual needs. 
Fondly they call the roll of their former shepherds extolling the 
exceptional merits of one in preaching, another in singing, the reo 
nowned scholarship of another. It would amuse these priests, 
some now in eternity, to find themselves rivals at times in the memo 
ories of their people as one group will insist on the greater ability 
of one or another pastor in some certain field. Father John en· 
joys the unique privilege of being the most favored by all for he 
served them longest, died in their midst, and chose to be buried 
in their: cemet~ry. 

In their church are all their treasured memories. When Heaven 
blessed them with an infant it was here that God made it His child. 
Here these children made their first faltering confession and trem
bling they walked to the altar to receive their Holy Communion. 
They sat squirming in these pews while the bishop examined them 
in their catechism on the day of their confirmation. They never 
knew the aisle was so long until they walked the length of it on 
their wedding day. Through these doors they carried their be
loved dead Yihonow sleep in peace in God's Acre behind the 
church. . 

Loyal and devoted to their church and priest are the people on 
the land, and sincerely can the country pastor pray: "0 Lord 
God, I have seen with great joy Thy people which are here 
present." 
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FERENCE AFFAIRS 

regular spring meeting of the 
Committee and Advisory 
held at the national head-

on May 16. Those present 
Rev. Joseph H. Schlar

Bishop of Peoria, Presi
Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, 
Bishop of Kansas City, Hon
President; Most Rev. A. J. 

D.D., Bishop of Fargo, 
Adviser; Most Rev. Gerald 

D.D., Bishop of Des 
. Moderator; Rt. Rev. Msgr. 

Ligutti; Rev. Patrick T. Quin-
Mr. Frank Bruce; Miss Dorothy 

; Rev. Geo. T. Shields; Rev. 
Duren; Rev. Peter Salm; 

Joseph Esdepsky; Mr. Martin 
. Rev. H. V. Diller, C.PP.S. 

It was strongly recommended 
"social security benefits be ex

tended to farm laborers and that 
influence be exerted to bring all farm 
organizations to plan and back such 
legislation." There are over three 
million farm laborers in the United 
States who would be benefited by 
such measures! Another segment of 
the social field was launched out into 
.with the recommendation that all 
domestic help be properly protected 
by social security and especially rural 
pastors' housekeepers. Control of 
social security however must be held 
as far as possible in the hands of the 
people who are the beneficiaries. 

The Committee urged that all 
parties interested in rural welfare 
take positive action in the matter of 
farm credit for the lower income 
groups and that a sound plan of 
guidance in rural home and farm 
practices be formulated. Farmers 
should be informed through adult 
education of the benefits of purchas
ers', consumers' and credit coopera
tives through which they may obtain 
a more adequate return for their 
labor and mvestment. 

The dilatory tactics of certain in-

tluential farm groups, who seek to 
hide their opposition to sound, posi
tive legislation by postponement of 
such measures, were gravely deplored 
and condemned. 

In the field of international rela
tions the Conference will sponsor a 
project for the collecting of young 
dairy livestock to be shipped to the 
occupied and liberated nations of 
Europe as soon as the situation per
mits. 

In collaboration with the Inter
American Institute of Kansas City, 
Rev. Dr. Joseph B.· Code, Director, 
the Conference will seek to arrange 
for the training, in practical farming 
in the United States, of farmers' sons 
from Latin America. Under this plan 
young farmers will be invited to come 
to this country. Good Catholic farm 
families in various parts of the nation 
will take the. apprentices and train 
them in sound and proven methods, 
and make them acquainted with farm 
organizations, government services, 
social institutions and agricultural 
colleges. Preference will be given to 
farmers' sons who intend to be real 
dirt farmers in their own countries. 

Miss Dorothy Willmann was named 
chairman of the Radio Committee to 
arrange programs for national and 
local broadcasts. 

The new form of the Constitution, 
By-laws and Articles of Incorporation 
was approved. 
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STAFF MEMBER 
Through the generosity, interest 

and cooperation of The Most Rev
erend Gerald T. Bergan, D.D., 
Bishop of Des Moines and Moderator 
of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, a new part_time staff 
member has been added to the na
tional offices of the Conference. Pas
tor of a town and country parish,St. 
Bernard's of Osceola, Iowa, Father 
Leo J. Gannon is also acting as Di
rector of the Apostolate Library Serv
ice and Rural Life Study Clubs of 
the NCRLC. 

Father Gannon is well qualified for 
his new duties. A graduate of the 
Catholic University of America 
(M.A. 1927), he received his theo
logical training .at the Sulpician Sem
mary and was ordained in 1931. 

He and a classmate, Father Paul 
Marasco, were the first seminarians 
to teach in a Religious Vacation 
School at Granger, Iowa. Following 
his first summer's experience, Father 
Gannon organized the first Religious 

, Vacation Sc~o?l Study. Club Group 
.ah the SUlpiCIan SemInary. ThIS 

Study Club existed long after the 
founder's ordina.tion and departure 
from the semin~ry and set the ex
ample for similar groups in other 
seminaries. These groups were the 
forerunners of the present Rural Life 
Study Clubs. 

ROCHDALE CENTENNIAL 

Two Catholic Rallies will be held 
to commemorate the Rochdale Cen
tennial under the auspices of the 
Catholic Cooperative Committee. 
Officers of the Committee are: Most 
Rev. A. J. Muench, D.D., Bishop of 
Fargo, Episcopal Chairman; Rev. 
Leo C. Ward, C.S.C., and Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. L. G. Ligutti, Co-chairmen; 
and Miss Mary Dooling, Secretary. 
One Rally Day, at Notre Dame (date 
uncertain) , will emphasize Labor
Industry urban cooperatives. 

The Catholic Rl1ral Cooperative 
Rally will be held at Westphalia, 
Iowa, October 7-8. The complete
life-program as exemplified in a small 
rural parish will be presented. 
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TO AND FROM THE EDITORS 

Rt. Rev. Father: 
You will find enclosed several re

sults of students who gave their best 
efforts when I suggested that they 
might like to write some poetry about 
the farm. 

I realize that these amateurish 
good-will productions have a goodly 
share of flaws from the technical point 
of view, but I was a bit encouraged 
when I chanced to read the first item 
on the "Whole Wheat" page of your 
last December's issue of LAND AND 
HOME. I now feel that the young
sters have . unconsciously demon
strated that they have the very "art" 
spoken about in that article. 

Sr. M.D., C.S.A. 

Some of the poems: 
A Farm may be small, 
A Farm may be big, 
A Farm may have tractors, 
A Farm may have rigs, 
A Farm may have rich men, 
A Farm may have poor men, 
But all through the ages the farm 

has been 
A shelter to us and our fellow men. 

Lyle Flynn 

And then to the kitchen where com 
cakes are cookin', 

For them with some syrup and butter, 
I'm lookin', 

And then to the field with hay fork 
and wagon; 

If you work in the silo, you'll never 
be laggin'. 

At the crow of the cock and the bark 
of the pup, 

You know in the country when it's 
time to get up. 

And it seems to you and it seems tg 
me--

That a farm ill the country is the 
best place to be. 

Sarah George 

(Dear Sister: Please tell the children 
that they should continue to write 
poetry and prose about farm life. 
Also they should visit farms and, if 
possible, work em farms during the 
summer. Editor.) 

From overseas. 
Dear Editor: 

I have read the March issue of 
LAND AND HOME in its entirety, and 
find the poems and blockcuts es
pecially. good. The whole tone is in 
a peaceful, unhurried manner, bring
ing back the open fields. The Con
ference Creed meets with my ap
proval, wholeheartedly. I have long 
been of the opinion that the full life 
is possible only when one lives a . 
rural life. At least, that is the first 
requisite. 

Sgt. W. H. B. Flowers 

Dear Father Ligutti: 
I do feel that you are doing an 

excellent job through LAND AND 

HOME.in helping folks see more 
clearly the close and intimate rela
tionship between the tiller of the 
soil and God, and. the contribution 
they have made, are making, fJId will 
continue to make toward 1Sringing 
heaven and earth closer together. 

Sincerely yours, 
A. H. RAPKING 

My dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
No group in America is showing 

greater interest in the problems of 
,rural poverty than the National Cath
olic Rural Life Conference. No 
group, so far as I have been able to 
ascertain, is making a more careful 
study of the causes of this poverty, 
and perhaps no group outside of the 
Government is attacking the problem 
more sincerely and earnestly than the 
members of this Conference. 

A. D. STEWART, 

Dear Msgr. Ligutti: 
I have just read "Rural Life in a 

Peaceful World." Both the title and 
the village pictures are attractive. 
There is an aroma about the publica
tions of the Rural Life Conference 
that breathe peace and production 
rather than struggle and conspicuous 
consumption. 

O. E.Baker 

A I(u/(// TD(/st tf) • 
THE MOST REV. JAMES 

D.D., Bishop-Elect of VWlPlnk. 
town. 

THE MOST RIllV. MARIE 
SEPH LEMIEux, O.P., 
Bishop-Elect of Gravelbourg. 

THE MOST REV. PIDLJp 
CIS POCOCK, D.D., 
Bisho~Elect of Winnipeg. 

THE MOST REV. CHARLES. 
GENE PARENT, D.D., 
Jary Bishop-Elect of WInouski. 

DON LUIGI STURZO, upon 
fiftieth anniversary of his ordi
nation. 

THE VERY REV. MSGR. AN
THONY DROZD, Papal Cham,. 
berlaln. . 

THE VERY REV. JOSEPH P 
DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D., Rec~ 
of Kenrick Seminary. 

~ VERY REV. PETER A. 
BROOKS, S.J., President of 
Marquette University. 

THE HON. CYRIL V AILLAN
COURT, D.S.A., Canadian Sen
ator, Ottawa. 

DR. JOEL FLETCHER, LL.D. 
(Hon. Marquette) President of 
Southwestern Louisiana Insti
tute. 

Editgrs, LAND AND HOME: 

There are two books which may 
not be known to your readers. 
"Democratic Ideals and Realities" 
(by Halford Mackinder) shows that 
moderate self-sufficiency is one cor
nerstone of a good world-order. The 
novel "Goel over Glasgow" shows 
why a young engineer turns to rural 
life. 

Your review of "Democracy: 
Should It Survive?" brought to our 
attention an exceptionally fine work. 

James McShane, S.]. 

EdltorJolly Speaking 

Editors are important. So as a firm 
believer in solidarity we went off 
the track to confer with Mr. Brunst 
of The Florida Catholic in St. Augus
tine. "We" even met his charming 
wife and ate of southern cooking. 

. At Augusta, Georgia, one must call 
at the office of Editor Hugh Kinchley. 
Yes· The Bulletin is a magnificent , 
Catholic monthly. 
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STREET-MAIN STREET 

invitation to me to com
on your pamphlet "Rural 

in A Peaceful World" is wel
for the opportunity it gives to 
thoughts which have persisted 

me for a long time. 

of my business life has been 
to urban real estate in the 

area of New York City, particu
residential real estate of all 

I have been a student of its 
values, and naturally find myself with 
~pinions about constructive and de
structive elements which influence 
th~m. The ramification of my ex
Cursions to understand these forces 
has taken me wide. afield which you 
.Can well imagine. 

"Rural Life in A Peaceful World" 
excites special interest and enthusiasm 
for its statement of principles con
tains what I believe to be a philos
ophy to which America must return 
for a stabilized economy. I say re
turn, because I believe the American 
"way of life" about which we hear 
so much of late, has its roots in 
agrarianism out of which grew Amer
ican character, enterprise, independ
ence and unlimited financial credit. 
The last is a most important conse
quence of the others. It makes pos
sible the expansion of industry, which, 
though I have a profound respect for 
its accomplishments, has diverted 
many of our people from the cultiva
tion of nature's inextinguishable re
sources to a reliance on man's in
genuity to provide without God-or 
obedience to His laws. I would not 
be sane were I to disavow the need 
for industry, big industry, too, in the 
modern world, but I may plead for 
its reasonable evaluation in relation 
to individual men and hence, the na
tion's welfare. . I am sure you will 
agree that the security of any com
munity may be measured in exact 
proPOrtion to the quality of its indi
vidual citizens. 

I am most pleased to know that 
the Church, through your Confer
ence, sponsors colonization of the 
rural areas and I sincerely hope the 
movement within the Church will 
spread. It has been my conviction 
for a long time that the Church, 
through its clergy, is without peer to 
combat the sinister influence of super-

ficial radio, moving picture and cer~ 
tain printed matter, bearing cunniqg 
half truths and glittering generalities ' 
upon which public opinion is thought
lessly formed; I do not mean that 
the clergy might undertake the dis
semination of its opinion on worldly 
affairs, but merely that, essentially 
interested in the individual as it is, 
it may with propriety, while remind
ing him of his personal responsibilities 
to his family, include that of his duty 
as a citizen and the need for inform
ing himself through reliable author
ities, so that he may exercise the 
franchise regularly with his best judg
ment. I believe, too, the influence of 
a familiar personality, who can com
mand the respect due to a man 'of the 
cloth, is far greater and more endur
ing than the mass teaching through 
the radio, etc. Besides, priest, min
ister or rabbi has an opportunity 
more times in a year to refer to the 
subject of civic responsibility and the 
importance of being informed than 
the politician, whose appeal is an 
emotional campaign of confused 
claims carried on over a relatively 
short period during which it is diffi
cult for a man of average intelligence 
to give the topics the quiet considered 
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judgment he must, to perform his 
duty well. 

This, it seems to me, is particularly 
true of rural communities, although 
it is also true of urban areas. There 
is a fine intimacy in personal rela
tionships in the Church, that exists 
nowhere else. 

Public opinion is final and I think 
all great leaders have believed, and 
I think still do believe, in the judg
ment of the so-called "common peo
ple," if and when they are properly 
informed. Sound public opinion is 
nothing more or less than a con
sensus of high standards of personal 
ethics-and no leaders can promote 
that condition as well as the clergy. 

I believe in agrarian occupation
for nowhere is individual intelligence 
cultivated for its best as in a rural 
environment, confronted as it is with 
the truths and vagaries of natural 
elements; nowhere else is labor with 
knowledge so obviously necessary to 
the promotion of man's selfish inter
est-and certainly nowhere else is the 
family respected as an institution. 

,; Notwithstanding the effectiveness 
of modern news service and communi
cation facilities, most people think, 
live and move about in a very small 
circle of activity. It is not to be ex
pected then that the average man 
can apply his reason to matters which 
have significance outside of his im
mediate environment, unless he is 
accurately informed of their effect, 
though remote, on his tiny part of the 
world. A high sense of civic re
sponsibility will stimulate him to 
select with care, a representative at 
the "Seat of the Mighty" upon whom 
he can rely for proper information. 

I have no illusions about human 
nature, professional politics, and the 
evils which are inherent in human 
society, but I believe a peaceful world 
is possible only if and when public 
opinion demands it. An intelligent 
individual with an understanding of 
the close relation between spiritual 
and economic values is the key; the 
farm a natural training school-and 
I am sure, your good offices will bear 
abundant fruit. There is evidence of 
a decided trend in that direction. 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 
Sites for ten churches, to be erected 

as soon as war conditions permit, 
have been secured in the ten Missouri 
towns in the Diocese of Kansas City 
where no. Catholic church now exists. 
The architectural consultants, who 
advised with His Excellency Most 
Reverend Edwin V. O'Hara, were Ju
lian Whittlesey of New York, and 
Dom Hilary Martin, O.S.B., of Ports
mouth Abbey and graduate of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology. 

"There' is no future for a nation if 
any considerable part of its people 
persistently refuse to reproduce," said 
Dr. Warren S. Thompson in an ad
dress delivered at the Boston Uni
versity Institute. He added "that 
the dominant and prosperous are fail
ing to perpetuate themselves. Ameri
can cities cannot continue to grow as 
in the past as city death rates will 
increase and birth rates will be fur
ther lowered. Rural populations can 
no longer make up the deficit." 

In conclusion, Dr. Thompson stated, 
"If the leaders of any society rather 
suddenly cease to organize their 
lives around children and instead or
ganize them around personal desires 
and the use of goods which they can 
buy with what they save by not hav
ing children, that society will have to 
face a new situation in which it would 
seem to stand but little chance of 
surviving." 

A four-point housing program has 
been evolved by Rev. Dr. C. F. Cur
ran (Halifax, Nova Scotia) as fol
lows: (1) Following the war some 
form of public housing is a vital ne
cessity for Halifax; (2) public hous
ing is the responsibility of. the three 
governments, dominion, .provincial and 
municip81; (3) nothing should be done 
without careful town planning; (4) a 
public housing program would pro
vide employment to a great many 
men during the reconstruction period. 

Rural Teachers will find help in the 
New Dominion Series of pamphlets 
published by the Extension Division, 
University of Virginia, Charlottes
ville, Virginia, and distributed with
out charge .. 

Dr. Edward Cattele Pinheiro, for 
four years the mayor of Monte Alegre, 
Brazil, became convinced that he 
needed practical knowledge of agri
culture in order to teach the people 
of his municipality how to grow 
crops that would improve their diet. 
Believing that "learning by doing" 
would be the best way to get this 
knowledge, he arranged to get a farm 
job on a cotton experiment station 
near Mariana, Ark., where he is driv
ing a tractor, hoeing fields, and doing 
other practical farm work. 

After four months of this experi
ence, Dr. Pinheiro will study farm;' 
extension methods, farm credit, vo
cational agriculture, and rural young 
people's farm and home work as car,.. 
ried on by 4-H Clubs in the United 
States. Then he will study agricul
tUral health programs in Texas, the 
cooperative health program at Taos, 
N. M:, and the Farmers' Union coop
erative at Elk City, Okla. 

The problem of the hour is the prob
lem of the land. and th~ problem of the 
land is the problem of the \\!pman. 

-OlcfAuthor 

A cooperative tobacco company, to 
relieve refugees who are in want and 
at the same time to assist them to 
become self-supporting, has been es
tablished in China under the leader
ship of the Reverend Robert Greene, 
a Maryknoll missioner in Kweilin, 
China. It has begun to pay big divi
dends, both financial and spiritual. A 
group of refugees plant and harvest 
the tobacco crop; others mix the to
bacco and make the cigarettes, which 
are sold under the trade name "Al
lies." 

Many refugees working on Father 
Greene's project have sought instruc
tion in Catholic doctrine and are pre
paring for baptism. 

Senator Cyrille· Vaillancourt, long 
one of the leading officials in credit 
unions of Canada (in a speech made 
at Quebec), pointed out that the cais
ses populaires, or parish banks, far 
from destroying capitalism, prevents 
its abuses through decentralization. 
"When each locality has its own caisse 
populaire, the country will be on the 
way to prosperity, for then each lo
cality will have money necessary for 
its economic activities. In the past 
capita~ from the country has been 
drained towards the cities, and, neces
sarily, human capital has followed 
the monetary capital, causing a de
sertion of the rural areas, excess pop
ulation in the urban areas and un
employment," he said. 

The postwar American COlll\Jlnrn,k 
what its possibilities are and how 
can be realized, is the theme 
ten-day conference to be held at 
och College, Yellow Springs 
July 5-15. The Conference ' 
sponsored by Community 
Inc., in association with the 
Central Institute of ..LULt:I'na.uo,nal 
lations, which is under the <tu,sm"".c 
of the American Friends Service 
mittee. 

That Credit Unions not only teach 
people to save for their own tem
poral benefit but also, indirectly for 
their spiritual benefit, was mamudned 
by th~ Rev. Williru;n J. Kelley, O.M.!. 
orgamzer of CredIt Unions and La~ 
bor Schools in New York State in 
an address delivered at CathOlic Uni
versity. 
Fa~er Kelley explained how, in the 

educatIonal program directed toward 
teaching people how to operate Credit 
Unions, the aim is to remedy an eeQ
nomic evil that is producing grave 
spiritual disorders. "Family inse
curity," he asserted, "is one of the 
underlying causes of birth control 
and if people can be supplied with ~ 
practical method enabling them to 
meet certain extraordinary expenses 
as for example, those incurred at 
childbirth, they will obey the law of 
God." 

The Home Economics Department 
of Southwestern Louisiana Institute, 
Lafayette, La., has recently opened 
a small low-income Home Manage
ment House as a means of teaching 
students the problems of the rural 
South. This is in addition to another 
home management house which has 
been in operation for several years. 

Many families in Louisiana have an 
annual income of less than one thou
sand dollars, so nine hundred sixty 
dollars was selected for the income of 
the group residing in this representa
tive rural home. The house is a 
typical six-room cottage located on a 
large lot approximately a mile from 
the campus. On the premises are 
found facilities for a cow, two pigs, 
and chickens whose care adds invalu
able experiences to the home-manage
ment residence course. 

The furnishing of this home pre
sented many worth-while and inter
esting class projects for several Home 
Economics and Agricultural clas~es. 
Four months previous to its opemng, 
one could find groups of stude~ts 
rummaging through campus att~cs 
and basements searching for dIS
carded furniture that could be re
paired and made usable. The house
hold equipment and industrial arts 
classes renovated, refinished and 
constructed such articles as beds, 
chairs, tables, and desks. The home 
furnishings classes added color, com
fort and attractiveness through the 
wise choice of Slip covers, curtainS, 
household linens and homemade rugs. 
The consumer education and meal
planning groups made all new selec
tions and purchases. 

-T. C. ARCENEAux. 

58 LAND AND HOME: : JUNE 194 4 



LITERATURE 

SOCIOLOGY AND RURAL 
. ORGANIZATION 

Sanderson. John Wiley & 
New York, 1942. 806 

sociological study 
~diltlODa1 lines, very much up-

very objective. In the 
dealifig with the rural 

the author exhibits a thor
of the Protestant 
He disclaims any 

of the Catholic Rural 
Very true, we have but few 
in the countryside, but in 

we are increasing our 
__ "'~"N""'~ and where we are, 

parishes form a most 
of religious loyalty and 

citizenship. Dr. Sanderson 
kind and generous in his 

the Catholic Rural Life 
MOlyeIlllellLt. We are grateful to him 

words, but we are doubly 
for his book and his splendid 

f .... (IA,.~lhin in the Rural Life field. 
L.G.L. 

THE FAMILY· TODAY 
Family Life Bureau, National Cath

olic Welfare Conference, Washing
ton, D. C., 1944. 163 pages. $1.00. 
The Family Life Bureau of the N. 

C. W. C. has done a most magnificent 
job of putting together 160 pages of 
the most useful, well-planned, care
fully written material on the various 
phases of the Family Today. The 
brochure deserves nation-wide atten
tion. It certainly should be in every 
Catholic home, and it should be stud
Ied by every Catholic Study Club. 

L.G.L 

MODERN FARMERS' CYCLO
PEDIA OF AGRICULTURE 
A Compendium of Farm Science and 

Practice on Field, Garden, Fruit 
and Orchard Crops, and the Care, 
Feeding and Diseases of Farm Ani-
mals. _ 

By E. V. Wilcox. Orange Judd Pub~ 
lisbing Company, Inc., New York, 
1944. 497 pages. $4.50. 
A book full of reliable information, 

briefly and clearly stated. 

PLANTS AND FLOWERS IN 
THE HOME 
By Kenneth Post. Orange Judd Pub

lishing Company, New York, 1944. 
198 pages, illustrated. $2.00. 
This delightful book makes you 

want to leave your desk and pot some 
Plants. Cultures and "troubles" are 
explained in language that a layman 
can understand. If you are not an 
enthusiastic home gardener, this book 
Illay make you one: if you are, it 
Will please you. 

O.M. B. 

DYNAMO FARM 
By Adam Allen. J. B. Lippincott Co., 

Philadelphia, 1942. 283 pages. $2.00. 
Terry Dunham is a city boy who 

comes to live on the farm and soon 
learns that farm folks are not "just 
a bunch of hicks." A brilliant boy 
interested in becoming an electrical 
engineer, Terry does not care for 
chickens and growing things and 
balks at the efforts of the 4-H Club 
to enlist him as a member, but grad
ually and a bit unwilling he finds him
self becoming interested in their 
projects. After a series. of events, 
some humorous and some serious, 
Terry becomes a proud and happy 
member of the 4-H Club. Good whole
some reading for teen-agers. 

B.P. 

A MANUAL OF CATHOLIC AC~ 
TION 
By _ Luigi Oivardi. Translated by C. 

C. Martindale, S.J. Sheed and 
Ward, New Yorl\, 1943. 266 pages. 
$2.75. 
Quoting freely from the Encyclicals 

and Pontifical Letters, the author in;" 
spires and informs at the same' tim.e. 
The ideas and ends of Catholic Ac-, 
tion, the system of organization, the 
necessity for, and the participation 
through the many auxiliary fields of 
those who cannot be "apostles" in the 
narrower sense; are explained clearly 
and fully. This book, which has been 
translated into seven languages, is a 
classic in the Catholic Action field. 

O.M.B. 

THE GARDEN OF DOCTOR PER
SUASION 
By Francis Neilson. C. C. Nelson 

Publishing Company, Appleton, 
Wis., 1942. 235 pages. $2.00. 
"Go sell what thou hast. . ." is the 

copied counsel of Francis Neilson in 
an absorbing novel in an English 
country-side setting. The joy, happi
ness and contentment of the well reg
ulated and simple life of the country 
(without its responsibilities) is pack
aged, wrapped, and sealed in Doctor 
Persuasion. In contrast the cares, 
heartaches and frustrations of the 
political humanitarian are equally 
well parcelled in Harold Chetwynd, 
Squire, statesman and Member of 
Parliament. We are more interested 
in Doctor Persuasion, who on a fine 
spring afternoon, knapsack on his 
back, slips quietly into the village of 
Caynton and rents the Poet's House. 
The villagers' curiosity concerning 
him is never satisfied, but they soon 
take him for granted and almost as 
soon learn to love him. 

L. J. G. 

LAND AND HOME: : JUNE- 1944 

OUT OF DEBT OUT OF DANGER 
By Jerry Voorhis. Devin-Adair Com

pany, New York, 1943. 238 pages. 
$3.00. 
A splendid critical. analysis on a 

much controverted governmental 
problem - National Financing. Not 
only is a readable and wholly satis
factory history of our national debt 
delineated, but also is lucidly exposed 
the complex ramifications of the 
workings of the Federal Reserve 
Banking System. That this system 
has aided, abetted and increased our 
National Debt is clearly proven; that 
it should be replaced by a system of 
cOinage in the hands and under the 
direction of Congress where the con
stitution properly _ and rightfully puts 
it, follows with inexorable logic. 

Thus by history and by destructive 
and constructive Criticism, Congress
man Voorhis admirably accomplishes 
the threefold purpose of his book: (1) 
to show that it is wrong for the gov
ernment to borrow money by "selling" 
interest-bearing bonds to banks in re
turn for .demand-deposits credits new
ly created upon their books for the 
express purpose of purchasing these 
bonds; (2) to show what can be done 
to keep down very substantially the 
increase in the interest-bearing public 
debt; (3) to show how the public 
debt can and ought to be reduced 
after .the war. 

L.J.G. 

TVA-DEMOCRACY ON THE 
MARCH 
f1y David E. Lilienthal. Harper & 

~. Brothers, New York, 1944. 248 
pages. $2.50. 
TVA-an experiment operated on 

business principles, promoting free 
enterprise--a government corporation 
acting under decentralized control
a project in developing and using re
sources of the people by the people for 
the people, Mr. Lilienthal tells how 
it has been- done and how it can be 
done. 

O.M.B. 

LEADERSHIP FOR RURAL LIFE 
By Dwight Sanderson. Association 

Press, New York, 1940. 127 pages. 
$1.25. 
An analysis of "leadership" with 

empliasis on the situation in which 
leadership occurs and "the belief that 
there is more potential leadership 
than has been enlisted." 

CHILDREN UNDER FIRE 
By S. M. O. Longmans, Green and 

Company, New York, 1943. 65 
pages. $1.50. 
S. M. C. has written another book, 

a simple and unsensational record of 
the life of school children and their 
teachers in rural England during war
time. We were interested that the 
evacuated city children liked the coun
tryside and literally flourished there. 
S. M. C. is the anonymous nun who 
wrote Brother Petroc's Return, and 
who was one of the teachers with the 
children under fire. 

W.M.J. 
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A HANDY GUIDE FOR WRITERS 
By Newton Thompson. B. Herder 

Book Co., St. Louis, Mo., 1943. 
248 pages. $2.00. 
A simple and usable book. Syno

nyms that are easily confused, correct 
prepositions, proper punctuation, cap
italization and hyphenation, atten
tion to verbs, numbers and translat
ing-are given. Also detailed in
structions for indexing and proof
reading. 

O.M.B. 

A NEW AMERICAN HISTORY 
By W.E. Woodward. Garden City 

Publishing Company; New York, 
1938. 900 pages. $1.50. 
A student of history or no will :find 

this book of fact as fascinating as any 
book of fiction. In style, simple, lucid 
and at times almost chatty, the reader 
is carried from period to period, from 
administration to administration, and 
from man to man, with consummate 
ease and interest. Established facts 
are presented as such; controvi!rsi&l 
matters remain so; personal opinion 
is kept at a minimum. In a word, an 
objective work full of interesting de
tail without being detailed. To read 
the history from cover to cover one 
needs -but an ounce of interest in the 
development of his country:-

L.J.G. 

THE RISEN SOLDIER 
By Francis J. Spellman. The Mac

millan Company, New York, 1944. 
40 pages. $1.00. 

A FARM IN IRELAND 
By OZarenoe DUffy. The Christian 

Press, New York, 1944. 84 pages. 
35c. 
A somewhat personal story by 

Father Duffy. Plenty of good sound 
agrarianism in it. 

L.G.L. 

CELESTIAL HOMESPUN: The Life 
of Isaac Thomas Hecker 
Katherine Burton. Longmans, Green 

& Co., New York. 1943. $3.00. 
393 pages. 
Miss Burton has given us a vivid 

story of Father Hecker, convert, mys
tic, miSSionary. Raised in New York 
in a distinctly German family atmos
phere, young Hecker worked in a bak
ery, and listened to the philosophy of 
his grandfather, a clock maker. Al
ready searching for the "best," he 
soon became a boarder at Brook 
Farm, where he found friends in 
Thoreau and Emerson. 

Striv.ing to follow the example or' 
Christ, he was drawn into the Catho
lic Church. Joy was mixed with sor
row; the consoiousness of obstacles 
and his own unworthiness. Never
theless he went to Europe, a candidate 
for the Redemptorist Order, and was 
ordained. Back in America, in 1858,
he and his companions established the 
Congregation of St. Paul, which has 
its church in the heart of New York 
-the first distinctively American 
community of -priests. . 

'f g-.M.B. 

Rural Life in a Peaceful 
World 

THE NA110NAL CA11IOUC RURAL LIFE CONFERENlS 
3801 Grand Awenu& 
De. 1101.,. U. Iowa 

Second Edition-28 pages with Bibliography 
and Questions. 20c a copy; 10 or more, 15c each 

FRENCH CANADIAN 

Relations, 30 pages. Magazm 
Social Action. Ecole Sociale e 
laire, 1961, rue Rachel Est 
Canada. $2.00 a year. ' 

La Terre De Ohez N OUB 24 
Weekly Agricultural Jourillll of 
Cooperative Federation (l'Union 
Cultivateurs de la Cooperative 
eree). La Terre de Chez NollS 

_ ave Viger, Montreal, Canada. ' 
a year. 

Revue De8jardins, 20 pages. Month_ 
ly magazine. Official Organ of the 
Credit Unions of the Province of Que
bec. $1.00 a year. 

HANf>Y COUNTRY DANCE BOOl( 

Lynn Rohrbough. Cooperative Recre
ation Service, Delaware, Ohio. 1940. 

$1.00. 138 pages. 
In four parts: American Folk 

Dances; Quadrilles; Mountain Dances; 
Favorite Square Dances. 

By the same author and publishers: 
Handy Play Party Book. $1.00. 153 
pages; Shepherds' Pipe8, 25c; Puppet8 
for Amateur8, 25c; Leader8hip, 25c: 
and others. 
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