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'AGRICUL TURAL COLLEGE 
HARD KNOCKS 

KfJr/ HODe/soerger 

THE year 1941, North Dakota 
one of its greatest pioneers

Wieland~ As a young man, he 
come from Germany to the 

ullited States in search of opportun
ityJ He had had to become acqu~inted 
With new people, to adopt new Ideals 
and. customs, and to learn to speak a 
newlanguage. He had only returned 
.to;lIis fatherland to bring his bride 
back with him to the rich, Dakota 
prairies. Together they played a 
prominent. part in building a new 
community. They brougpt with them 
a deep, abiding Catholic faith, and 
they taught their children catechism 
when the nearest Catholic church was 
forty miles away. 

This man, who carved for himself 
an unforgettable place in the history 
of North Dakota, was a pioneer also 
in methods of farming. He was one 
of the first to realize that the land 
suffered under constant wheat grow
ing. He early learned the advantages 
of rotating crops, and of placing them 
on a scientific basis, as he did also 
his livestock breeding, his orchard 
hobby, and his bee raising. 

John Wieland was born in Germany, 
July 15, 1870. Like all physically fit 
young Germans, he was subject to 
three years of military training. With 
this obligation fulfilled (1890-1893), 
he began to long for greater freedom 
and for a larger field in which to seek 
his fortune. So in March, 1897, he 
left his home and came to the United 
States. A brother, Karl, accompanied 
him. 

Their journey carried them as far as 
Barnes county, North Dakota, where 
John Wieland was to spend the re
maining forty-four years of his life. 
The brothers went to work on farms 
to acquire a knowledge of farming on 
the Dakota prairies, and to learn the 
ways of the new country. At the 

. age of twenty-seven years, John Wie-

land sat among grade school children 
to learn the English language. 

Life in those early days was no 
path strewn with roses. There were 
hardships' of all kinds. Often their 
longing for home and family almost 
resulted in their giving up the new 
world and returning to the milder 
climate of southern Germany. But 
the Wieland boys were ambitious. 
They saw the golden opportunities 
that America offered,. and they set to 
work with all the talents and energy 
that they possessed. 

In the fall of 1899, John did return 
,to Germany, to be married there on 
February 20, 1900., 1;hat spring he 
and his bride (to whom, next to God, 
he never failed to attribute most of 
his success) returned to Barnes' coun
ty and homesteaded 160 acres of' 
land. 

The year following his first crop, 
John formed a' partnership with his 
brother Karl to purchase the half 
section which was to become the 
nucleus of the present St. Mary's 
farm. On that half section, the first 
permanent buildings were erected. 
By thrift and hard work, the brothers 
saved enough money to buy more 
land, and, by 1905, they had acquired 
a complete section along with the 
original homestead quarter. They 
were on the road to becoming suc
cessful American farmers. 

. Then tragedy struck. Karl was 
killed by lightning in July, 1905. He 
left his widow and five young children. 
This meant dissolving partnership. 
The entire property was put up 'at 
public auction, and John Wieland re
purchased the half section containing 
the farm buildings, another quarter, 
and part of the livestock and farm 
equipment. 

In the years after the tum of the 
century, wheat and more wheat was 
planted. The virgin North Dakota 
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soil was highly productive and bump
er crops were the rule, not the excep
tion. Climatic conditions, .such as 
lack of rain, early frosts, and even 
black-stem rust, cut into the yields 
some years, but the soil was clean, 
and heavy crops continued. 

Then came World War r. John 
Wieland was still a grain farmer and 
by that time he had increased his 
holdings to 1,600 acres. The demand 
for grain increased and the price sky
rocketed. But the soil had begun to 
grow "tired." Rust hit the 1916 crop. 
In 1918, the yield was again good, 
but poor crops, with the rust· taking 
a heavy toll, followed. John Wieland 
realized that the soil was depleting, 
and that weeds and quack grass were 
spreading rapidly because nothing 
had been done to check them. He 
prepared to meet the increasing prob
lems by adding cattle to his farm. 
He wanted good cattle, and, in 1914, 
he purchased his first registered Here
ford bull. 

Cattle raising necessitated a differ
ent program from the small grain 
farming, and a start was made in 
farm diversification. To secure neces-

~.!;ary feed, some of the fields had to 
be planted to com, alfalfa, sweet 
clover and various tame hays. These 

crops' proved beneficial for the land, 
building up the soil which had been 
run down by the continuous planting 
of wheat. 

By the middle '20s, Mr. Wieland~s 
cattle had become as important a 
factor as his grain farming. Instead 
of a seasonal income, the cattle pro
vided a steady source of cash. He 



continued the practice of using a good 
bull and large beefy cows of mixed 
breeds to build a herd, which later 
gained him wide recognition as a 
stock breeder. 

As the herd increased, so did the 
need for pasture land. In 1928, 800 
acres of well-protected pasture along 
the Sheyenne River were purchased, 
and during the dry years of the '30s, 
1,200 acres along the Bald Hill Creek 
were added. By 1939, there were 
3,600 acres 'of grazing land. 

Cattle require water. During the 
grazing season they had plenty, as 
the Sheyenne River and Bald Hill 
Creek flowed through the pastures. 
But winter was different. With most 
of the cattle at home, sufficient water 
was a problem. Deep wells did not 
supply enough. Mr. Wieland had 
solved many problems in the new 
world and the water situation was no 
exception. In 1926 he installed a 
system which would have been the 
envy of many small towns. Through 
a pipeline leading from a spring· 
along Bald Hill Creek, water was 
pumPed 2,200 feet to a reservoir. This 
provided running water to the farm 
home and all the barns. In Mr. Wie
land's opinion this running water and 
the electric light plant, installed ten 
years previously, were two of the 
most important assets on his farm
both as labor saving devices and nec
essary conveniences. 

He kept about 200 head of cows. 
The calves came during the latter 
part of April, through May, and into 
June. They remained with the cows 
until weaning time in November, after 
which they were started on a small 
ration of oats and good hay until 
they became accustomed to barn
yard feeding. Then, until they were 

turned out in the spring, they re
ceived liberal portions of ensilage, 
ground oats and barley, with hay and 
bundle corn for roughage. 

About" forty (half the crop) heif-

ers were kept each year as replace
ments. Other heifers were marketed 
either as fed baby beef or off the 
pasture as feeders. The steers were 
ranged through the summer until 
early fall when they were put in a 
dry lot to be fed out. 

Wheat raising was not abandoned. 
Its production was increased, but on 
limited acreage, and a program of 
scientific crop rotation was started. 
Accurate accounts were kept of all 
plantings and transactions. The land 
was charted on home-made maps. A 
record of each field, including the 
exact acreage, the crop seeded, and 
the resulting yields, was kept from 
year to year. Crops were planned sev
eral years in advance. . 

Here is an example of the plan
ning. A certain field, in fallow, was 
"rotated by these crops; wheat, oats, 
corn, wheat, oats, and again summer 
fallow. Consequently in six years the 
land was idle one year, raised two 
crops of wheat, one crop of corn, and 
two of oats. Summer fallow built up 
the soil, and the intensive cultivation 
of corn crops eliminated much of the 
weed growth. Other program~' took 
into consideration the type of soil, 
topography, and the proximity of 
fields to the home farm. 

Such a program demanded a change 
in equipment, but John Wieland was 
conservative. He had watched many 
farmers go into bankruptcy by pur
chasing new and untried power equip
ment. He took his time, but, by 1927, 
his five sons, all of whom had gone to 
the North Dakota Agricultural Col
lege in Fargo, were growing insistent, 
and he bought his first tractor. At the 
time of his death in 1941, his farm 
machinery included four tractors. 

Hardships of pioneer days were not 
the only ones. There were the lean 
years of drought and depression. In 
1932, cattle sold for from $1 to $4 a 
hundred, hogs brought but $2, wheat 
sold for 29 cents a bushel, with barley 
and oats at 5 and 6 cents. l'he going 
was far from easy, and then came the 
drought years of 1934 and 1936. In 
1935, was the hardest blow of all, 
when John Wieland lost his wife. 

By July of 1936 there had been 
no appreciable rain for three months. 
The sun kept pouring down its blis-

tering heat to shrivel the grain 
burn pasture lands. It was then 
he would repeat: "Only God 
help us now." He had great faith 
God and in the fertile laUd of N 
Dakota. 

Feed for 500 head of Herefords had 
to be found or the herd liquidated at 
a time when markets were flooded and 
prices at the bottom. By the spring 
of 1937 the number had been cut 
from 500 to 225, but the breeding 
stock was still intact. The young 
stock had been sacrificed, but suffi
cient feed was found for the remain
der. 

As John Wieland advanced in years, 
he turned much of the farm manage
ment over to his sons. Relieved of 
part of the farm work, he turned to 
his hobbies-his orchard and his bees. 
Always a lover of trees, he had 
started, in 1923, a well-protected or
chard. Each spring he planted more 
trees. The orchard covered four acres 
on a gentle slope to the south of 
the farm bui1dings. Around the plot 
was a windbreak of cottonwoods, ash, 
and boxelders. Inside in rows to per
mit cultivation, grew a large variety 
of apples, crabs, plums, pears, grapes, 
cherries, and nuts. There were also 
. chokecherries and wild plums from 
along the Sheyenne River, which, 
under cultivation, bore much better 
than in their native state. 

Some of the varieties of crabs that 
gave excellent yields w~re Florence, 
Hyslop, Transcendent, Dolga, Red 
and Yellow Siberian and Whitney. 
Apple varieties included Hibernal, 
"Caramel, Waukon, Anoka, Haraldson 
and Wealthy; plums, Opata, Sapa, 
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'rT'''''-L1Vl' was used but contin
kept the soil loose 

.of weeds. A horticultural 
was the grafting of a wild 

tree. This tree bore both crab 
and large apples. 

a scientific standpoint, his 
records of individual trees kept from 
y~~ to y~ar are .invaluable. Throu?h 
them, it IS possible to trace the his
tory of all varietie.s, thei~ progress, 
their: failure, their resistance to 
drought and cold, and their yields. 
Tlleorchard, an outstanding achieve
meitt in a climate where fruit trees 
u~tially do not survive, was one of 
Mr. Wieland's most precious posses
sions. 

Adjoining the orchard, was the 
apiary of about 60 colonies. The bees 
not only collected honey for home 
consumption and commercial pur
poses, but helped in the pollenization 
of the fruit trees. As much as 7,000 
and 8,000 pounds of honey were pro
duced annually. Mr. Wieland per
sonally tended the bees, and his 
knowledge of bee culture was recog
nized throughout the northwest. 

John Wieland was a deeply re
ligious man. When he came to 
America, he carried the Catholic faith 
from his homeland. Churches were 
few in North Dakota's early days and 
to attend Mass it was necessary to 
go forty miles to Valley City (the 
county seat of Barnes county). When 
snow drifts did not make the inade
quate roads impassable, the trip was 
made in an open wagon. Otherwise, 
he went on foot. 

By 1900, a small group of pioneers, 
including the five Kunze brothers, 
succeeded in having one week-day 
Mass each month in the home of John 
and Karl \Vieland. St. Mary's parish 
was organized the following year un
der the guidance of the Rev. Joseph 
G. Sailer, then rector of St. Cather
ine's church in Valley City and one 
of North Dakota's most active mis
sionary priests. The parish centered 
around the Wieland far~, and John 
Wieland became the first treasurer, a 
position he held until his death. 

Plans were made to erect a church 
on a five-acre plot donated by the 
Wieland's. That frame structure was 
completed in the summer of 1905 
and was dedicated by the late Bishop 
Shanley of the Fargo diocese. A 
quarter century later the same group 
was instrumental in building the 
beautiful country church which today 
stands at St. Mary's. 

In the early days, religion meant 
much and the settlers made many 
sacrifices to pave the way for the 
present-day parish life. It was these 
same pioneer farmers, under the di
rection of Father Sailer, who started 
the annual observance of Corpus 
Christi, a celebration which today has 
become a great event at St. Mary's, 
attracting hundreds from neighbor
ing communities. 

St. Mary's male choir was organ
ized by John Wieland, and he directed 
it until his death. Wednesday evening 
became choir-practice night in the 
Wieland home and many a political 
and farming problem was threshed 
out before and after singing rehears-
als. < 

John Wieland planted and culti
vated with his own hands the thou
sands of trees around the church that 
today provide shade for the annual 
procession of Corpus Christi. 

He took great pride in his com
munity and he continually worked for 

its improvement. Besides his church 
offices, he was school treasurer for 
fifteen years preceding his death, and 
was township supervisor for thirty 
continuous years after its organiza
tion. He also served as director of 
the First National Bank of Valley 
City, director of the Barnes County 
Mutual Insurance Company, director 
of the Barnes County Livestock As
sociation, director of the Dazey Co
operativ!,! Store, director of the North 
Dakota Beekeepers Association and 
president of the Farmers Union Ele~ 
vator Company of Dazey. During 
World War I, he was an active leader 
in the Liberty Loan drives. In 1929, 
he was chosen as one of the five Mas
ter Farmers of North Dakota. The 
award, sponsored by The Farmer, a 
northwest· farm publication, was in 
recognition of good farming prac
tices as well as community service. 

Today, the body of John Wieland 
lies buried in the rich land of Barnes 
county, but his memory lives in the 
hearts of people all over the great 
Northwest. Around St. Mary's, his 

".sons and daughters-to whom, as 
ctJildren, he taught catechism and 
'tible history when no priest was 
available-are singing the hymns he 
composed, and the music echoes out 
across the orchard, the apiary, the 
grain fields, and the pasture lands 
along the Sheyenne River that he 
loved so well. 

CHILD WITH CRAYONS 
Florence Hynes Willette 

Flat on the ftoor he lies and all about 
Glow divers colors of prismatic: hue; 
Unwary feet that stray too near will do 

A quic:k-bac:k-sidle at his outraged shout. 

His twisting pink-petunia tongue, his frown, 
His foreloc:k waggling with a ftag, betray 
How vital is the problem brought to bay; 

How urgent his desire to bring it down. 

Time is his servant, bound from age to age, 
For this glad laying on of greens and blues, 
This splashing in of sc:arlets, 'til they fuse 

In splendid panorama on the page. 

Thus rapt, he makes on an unchanging note. 
A small contented humming in his throat. 
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CHESTERTON AND RURAL 
CULTURE 
EmersfJn Hynes 

M ORE than a century ago the 
Englishman, William Cobbett, 

foretold the effects of the Industrial 
Revolution. He tried to rouse his 
countrymen to the social evils which 
were destroying rural culture and 
making England a nation of city 
dwellers. Cobbett was famous dur
ing his lifetime as a radical agitator 
but not as a prophet, and it is only 
today that the truth of his prophecies 
is being recognized. Social historians 
are fond of calling Cobbett the last 
peasant leader of England, but his
torians of the future will have to add 
Chesterton-Belloc to the list of great 
defenders of rtlralliving, for Chester
ton and Belloc are the real leaders of 
the modern rural revival. 

But in many ways G. K. Chester
ton appears to be heading for the fate 
that befell Cobbett. Immensely pop
ular and influential during his life
time, Chesterton is little known by 
the younger generation today, even 
though he died less than a decade 
ago; 'and those who' still hold him 
high do so largely from the memory 
of his great personality. There is 
little appreciation as yet of Chester
ton as one of the outstanding Chris
tian social thinkers of this century. 

Central to the social thought of 
Chesterton was the necessity of a 
strong peasantry. It was an unor
thodox conviction for a man living 

,in the center of the most highly indus
trialized nation in the world, and, 
many of his friends did not take the 
point seriously. That is why they 
revere his memory but appreciate lit
tle of his sociology. Others dismiss 
Chesterton's ideas as being the opin
ions of a very impractical man who 
lived in the clouds far removed from 
reality. He was indeed impractical 
when it came to tending to his own 
person, but he was an acute observer; 
and he had what so few observers 
have-the power of generalizing ac
curately from his observations. Some 

of the best summaries of American 
life and, democracy were written by 
Chesterton as a result of a few weeks 
traveling in the United States. No 
scholar or writer has, in my knowl
edge, so keenly analyzed the basic 
rural problem of the United States 
as does Chesterton in a short chapter 
of his book, "What I saw in Amer
ica" (1922). 

Chesterton had a genuine appre
ciation of Americans. He wrote of 
us: "I liked the Americans; I thought' 
they were sympathetic, imaginative, 
and full of fine enthusiasm; the one 
thing I could not always feel clear 
about was their future. I believe they 
were happier in their frame houses 
than niost people in most houses; 
having democracy, good education, 
and a hobby for work; the one doubt 
that did float across me -was some
thing like, 'Will all this b#here at 
all in two hundred years?' " 

r:''':::---'' 
~, 

Y' .~ , , 
I' , \ 

/ ) 
~ 

And with that vision which the 
pragmatist can never understand, but 
which the lessons of histqry bear out, 
G. K. saw the answer in an institu
tion which surprised most Americans. 
" . . . the answer opens on the 
traveller more and more as he goes 
westward, and finds the little towns 
dotted about the vast prairies. And 
the answer is agriCJ.llture. Wooden 
houses mayor may not last; but 
farms will last; and farming will 
always last . . . and whoever tills 
those fields will count for a great deal 
in the affairs of humanity." 

If Chesterton's selection of the 
land as the key to America's future 
was a surprise in 1922, how much 

-stranger does it sound tOday 
electronics-unlimited is the 
land! (It is delightful to hote 
when the boosters of industrial pro ,; 
ress want to reach the heights th g 
describe their mechanic~l wo:ld ?r 
tomorrow as the pronused land) 
Chesterton knew well that the t~e 
strengt~ of. people and nations does 
not reSIde III progress or science or 
machines as such. And he chastises 
his fellow Englishmen for not recog" 
nizing that fact and for, therefore 
misunderstanding the real potenti~ 
of the United States: "We in England 
hear a great deal, we hear far too 
much, about the economic energy of 
industrial America, about the money 
of Mr. Morgan, or the machinery of 
Mr. Edison. We never realise that 
wh\le we in England suffer from the 
same sort of successes in capitalism 
and clockwork, we have not got what 
the Americans have got; something 
at least to balance it in the way of a 
free agriculture, a vast field of free 
farms' dotted. with sIlll:lll freeholders." 

But how many of us iIi the United 
States recognize it either? We arc 
immensely proud of our industrial 
plants and what they will produce. 
We are even proud of the staggering 
amounts of food produced by Amer
ican agriculture. But we remain as 
a nation quite innocent of the greatest 
value of American agriculture-fam
ily farms in which ownership is not 
yet the exception. Like Chesterton'5 
countrymen, we think the tons of 
foodstuffs are more important than 
the culture of families; 

Chesterton then turns to consider 
rural America. His brilliant analysis 
of our rural problem is, briefly, that 
we ,have no rural culture, that we do 
not produce our own, "spiritual food" 
in rural America. American farmers 
"do not, like some peasantries; create 
other kinds of culture besides the kind 
called agriculture. Their culture 
comes from the great cities; and that 
is where all the evil comes from." 
The truth which he saw, which many 
of us' do not yet see, is that "their 
culture, and to some extent their 
creed, do come along the railroads 
from the great modern urban centers, 
and bring with them a blast of death 
and a reek of rotting things. It is 
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that alone prevents the 
VVest from progressing 

the Middle Ages." , 
is not just to be whimsical that 
speaks of "progressing towards 

Ages." It comes from his 

understanding of what culture is. The 
Middle Ages did not have running 
water or electricity or hybrid seed 
com, but they did develop and cher~ 
ish a true culture, and that is more 
important than machine progress. (It 
is easy to make the distinction clear 
today. We need only remind skeptics 
that the Nazis have produced all 
astoundingly efficient mechanization 
and scientific laboratory but scarcely 
an astoundingly high culture.) Thus 
Chesterton is saddened because the 
movies have taken such a strong hold 
in rural America. Not simply because 
the movies are purveyors of foreign 
values; not because movies are lack
ing in entertainment; but because 
they tend to replace the meeting hall, 
the country store sessions, and the 
tavern where men thought and talked 
and arrived at democratic solutions of 
their own problems. Chesterton recalls 
that each small region of Europe's 
pea!lantries had different ways, cus
toms, festivals, dress--in short, rich 
and varied culture. Where culture is 
deep and true, it must be an out
gro~th from. people themselves, not 
an ImportatIOn from Hollywood or 
New York or Sears Roebuck. "You 
would hardly find in Oklahoma what 
was found in Oberammergau," he ob
serves, and, "the objeCtion to the 

cinema it not so much that it goes to the National Planning Association. 
Oklahoma as that it does not come, Thecornmittee, headed by Dr. Bene-
from Oklahoma." diet, professor of agricultural eco-

Only an extremely literal-minded nomics at the Universil!y of Califor-
person would haggle about whether Dia, and including prominent rural, 
the movies "really cause so much sociologists and farm organization 
harm as all that." For obviously leaders, recently made its reco1llII1en-
Chesterton is talking about' much dations. While containing excellent 
more than movies and rural plays. He suggestions for bettering farm ten-
is concerned with rural people devel- ancy, the study was based on the 
oping and preserving the things of assumption that the national objec-
value that they have around them, tive in agriculture should be "the 
rather than selling out to the mate- maintenance of a farm population 
rialistic comforts of industrialism. adequate to produce under efficient 
He believed that rural life contains commer,cial operation a volume of 
more spiritual value than urban life farm. products (imports and exports 
and more of the essential material considered) adequate for a high level 
val\les, too. Thus he comments that of national diet and welfare;" Dr. 
it would have been v~ry unwise for Benedict further maintained that "the 
the women of the French Revolution heart of the problem can best' be 
to insist on becoming duchesses and reached through legislation designed 
crying out for powder and patches to improve the methods of renting 
instead of bread: "For powder and tenant-operated farms." No one, least 
patches soon went out of fashion, of all Chesterton, would deny that a 

o but bread does not go out of fashion.' revival of rural life necessitates bet.; 
In the same way, if .women desert the ter economic conditions. No one can 
family for the factorY, they may find question the need for better tenancy 
they have only done it for a deserted, laws. But do these constitute the 
factory." So it is' with farming. If "heart of the problem? 
farmers seek the powder and patcheS, . , With Chesterton we must come to 
of the city, they will soon be without OiSee that the rural problem is prima-
wheat. If they desert the farm for, rily, though not exclllsively, a cultural 
the factory, the factories may soon problem. The reason is simple. We 
be deserted and everyone will be may devise private and governmental 
hungry. Farming is not the only thing agencies to raise the farmers' income 
in a civilization, but it is the basic and to produce enough to m:;tintain 
institution. If it does not provide the a high national diet, but unless farm~ 
children, the nation dies. If it does ers' love the land and the rural way 
,not provide the food, the people go of life, they are not going to stay 
hungry. And-this is Chesterton's farmers. Only industrial farmers with 

,warningl-if farming does not pro- great machines and farm accounting 
vide its own culture, it becomes ur- books will remain. (The National 
banized and dies, even though people Planning Association actually antici': 
may still live on the land. For the pates this condition. Dr. Benedict 
land will be industrialized too and the declares,' "large scale agriculture 
real rural values lost. should have opportunity to make its 

* * * contribution to efficient production" 

These are but a few paragraphs 
from the wisdom of Chesterton,l but 
they are capable of leading us to a 
generation of work. Naturally, we 
must first be convinced that Ches
terton is right, and there are many 
people in the United States who would 
not agree. The tendency in this na
tion is to consider the rural problem 
as primarily and essentially an eco
nomic one. Consider the recent re
port of the agriculture committee of 

provided, that among other things, 
,it "can develop a pattern of living 
conditions for its employees which is 
reasonably commensurate with what 
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they might attain were the pattern of 
land ownership and control developed 
along different lines." In times past 
this arrangement was more simply de
fj.ned. Instead of being "a pattern of 
living conditions," and so forth, it was 
merely called serfdom. If rural life 
means no more than producing 
enough food for a high national diet, 
then the family-owned farm is 
doomed.) 

It ought to be obvious that rural 
people can never keep up with city 
people if they both have the urban 
set of spiritual and material values. 
The city has numbers, money, organi
zation, and" especially, propaganda 
which rural society can never attain. 
A strong rural civilization will be 
built only if rural people realiz~ that 
rural values are different and better 
than urban ones. And. only if rural 
people are convinced of the goodness 
of their way of life will they fight 
for the economic means to enable 
them to keep it. If the urban values 
are what rural people want, then they· 
will simply use their better economic 
circumstances to save money so they 
can go to the city. Rural life becomes 
but a stepping stone to the fuller 
realization of values which can be 
found in the city. It is essential to 
the rural question to realize that rural 
communities can never compete with 
the city if urban standards are the 
aim. Rural people must be proud of 
their unique values and of their cul
ture or they will not stay rural. High
er farm prices and improved economic 
standards do not necessarily mean a 
better rural life. They may be only 
a bribe to keep people in one place 
when their hearts are elsewhere. 

Bribes always fail. Love for and 
loyalty to a culture generate a spirit 
which neither war nor famine nor 
finance can destroy; It is the special 
work of the Church to develop a liv
ing rural culture. National planning 
associations can devise economic tech
niques, but only men of the spirit can 
develop that which flows from the 
spirit-culture. 

IAn excellent summary of Chesterton's social 
thought on the Land is contained in chapter 
26 of Maisie Ward's new biography: "Gilbert 
Keith Chesterton," Sheed and Ward, New York~ 
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I Am A CfJUlltry PflstfJr. • • 

like to visit the Bauer's. The short drive from town to their 
place is a pleasure in itself. The road winds gracefully around 
picturesque wooded hills and along gently sloping valleys harbor. 
ing the frozen waters of the brook below. Even if the road would 
allow. there would be no temptation to break the present emer. 
gency speed limit to anyone who appreciates the scenic beauty of 
this little paradise which God has fashioned. 

The dogs are the first to bark their welcome as I turn in at the 
driveway, running alongside the car to escort me to the house. 
The smaller children, Johnny, and Rose, and Paul, dart from the 
house to be ready to open the door of the car, while their father 
and mother wave their greetings from the porch. The older boys. 
Tom and Jim. doing the evening chores. shout a salutation from 
barn and hen-house and hurry qn with their work eager to join the 
family gathering. 

The yellow corn. like bars of gold, reflects the rays of the settin! 
sun through the latticework of the open cribs. North of the house 
a double row of towering spruce link their branches to form a 
prO'tecting arm against the wind and snow. An open winter has 
left the lawn bleak and brown. but everywhere in the farmyard 
there is evidence that the hand of man has toiled with the blessin!s 
of God. 

If} 
We enter the house through the kitchen where Mary and Anne, 

liI~e Martha "busy about much serving," pause a moment from their 
work to greet us. The kitchen is filled'with a symphony of delight
ful odors. The chicken soup simmers on the stove: the oven re
veals the secret of the roast within. Freshly baked pies and cakes 
stand in proud salute on the shelf. The whirling ice cream freezer 
boastfully announcing the dessert becomes the cynosure of the 
eyes of the youngsters as they zealously volunteer to spin it. 

It is a family feast in honor of mother's birthday. Agnes and her 
husband. living on a farm a few miles west, do their chores early 
and come with their three little ones. Niece and nephew here meet 
uncle and aunt of equal age to strengthen the link of one genera
tion to the next. Frank, now in the seminary, sends his letter of 
congratulations trying to conceal with his boyish disdain for emo
tion the sentiments of his heart. From ,Theresa in the convent comes 
a soulful letter and a bountiful spiritual bouquet. to assure the 
grace a mother needs. Joe in the army sends his felicitations from 
North Africa via V-mail and also a gift ofa pair of beaded slippers 
several sizes too large, which Mrs. Bauer threatens to use for an
other purpose than that originally intended if the family persists 
in teasing her. 

Driving home in the moonlight after a delicious meal and a pleas
ant evening the words of the op'ening psalm of the vespers for the 
day come back again and again: "Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." 
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RE FASCISM ... cole Chiri, and a president, Count 
Zucchini of Faenza. 

NOW WHAT? 
The Casse

c 

Rurali often became the 
center of other cooperative enter
prises among the tillers of the soil. 

iJqn Luigi SturzfJ 

'AFTER Italy's unification (1860-
. 70), mutual-aid societies began 

to be developed among the workers. 
From the very beginning they divided 
themselves into Neutral and Catholic. 
The former bore the Mazzini stamp 
and were liberal in the political sense. 
The latter followed the traditions of 
religious confraternities, and were vo
cational or professional. 

The main purpose of the profes
sional societies was to give mutual 
assistance in case of illness. Medical 
care was provided by a doctor of the 
association. Death and burial bene
fits were also included. In 1922 there 
were over 1,000 of these societies in 
existence. They maintained both the 
spirit and the name of Catholic or
ganizations. Dr. John Valente,one 
of the founders of the Christian 
Democracy in Italy at the end of the 
last century, was the national secre
tary. 

The cooperative movement among 
the Catholics had its inception just 
before 1880 with the establishment 
of "Popular Bank" (credit unions
Caisses Populaires). The noted Pro
fessor Luigi Luzzatto, a Jew, but most 
friendly to the Catholics, was the 
prime mover in the promotion of 
Banche Popolari fashioned in the pat
tern of German Schultz Delitz. The 
Catholics preferred a "marked type" 
of cooperative banks although not all 
of them could be called "true coop
eratives." The Banco San Marco in 
Venice, the Banco Ambrosiano in 
Milan, the Catholic Bank in Parma, 
and others that achieved considerable 
regional importance, assumed the 
characteristics of savings banks. After 
World War I, about 250 such banks 
were joined together in the Feder
azione Centrale in Rome and en
joyed a period of noticeable prosper
ity. The old Banco Santo Spirito in 
Rome was rescued by Catholics in 

Cooperative buying was developed for 
the purchase of seed, feed, machinery 
and other farm needs. Co-operative 
silos (storage granaries) became wide
spread in the southern portion of 

1922. The first director was the late Italy. They enabled the producer to 
Signor Briuccia, who was among the hold over his grain and await a more 
most intelligent bankers of the Chris- favorable market. When the Italian 
tian Democratic tradition. government wished to provide for 

The great need from the very be- better rural credit, it used as lending 
ginning of the cooperative movement agencies for the state funds the Casse 
was for smaller units scattered in the Rurali as well as the large banks-
little places in order to reach the Banco di Napoli or Banco di Sicilia. 
Italian farmer, who quite often, and The rural banks were the co-signers 
in many localities, had become the with the small farmer in the loan 
prey of loan sharks. All too fre- transaction. 
quently, he was forced to sell his Consumer cooperatives were not as 
products on an unfavorable market to popular among the Catholics as 
meet his obligations. The apostle of among the Socialists. The farmers of 
Casse Rurali (rural banks) was a the islands and of southern Italy did 

.Venetian priest, Don Luigi Cerrutti. not have ready access to the consum-
He adapted to Italian needs and tra- ers' cooperative stores of the larger 
ditions the German ReijJeisen banks. centers, where the Socialists catered 
The Cerrutti system was not based to the large groups of industrial work-
upon stockholding but common'part- ., ~rs. However, in all Italy, there were 
nership of subscribers with unlimited' oi-over 300 consumers' cooperatives un-
responsibility for all operations. This der Catholic auspices. Most of them 
type of bank spread very rapidly. In were in the North. 
Sicily the Christian Democrats, 
Emanuele Arezzo, Vincenzo Man- The Catholics initiated cooperative 
gano, and Architect La Monica, were farming more than 50 years ago. The 
the promoters. The writer established . first to be established was located in 
many such banks-the first one, in Treviglio (Province of Bergamo) un-
1897, in his own native Catalgirone der the leadership of Canon Portalup-
(Sicily). Every region had its own pi. In Sicily the writer was the pro-
missionary of the rural banks. Father moter of such enterprises. The pur-
De Cardona was the apostle in Cala- pose of such cooperatives was to give 
bria. By 1922, there were in Italy to the agricultural workers the pos-
over 3,000 rural banks, all federated, sibiIity of reaping direct benefits from 
with a general secretary, Signor Er- the tilling of the soil without the 

profit-taking of the landlords (Lati
fondisti). The members of the coop
erative worked directly on, and man
aged, the cooperative farm. Auxiliary 
help, who were paid daily or monthly 
wages, were employed occasionally. 
Out of their experience, two systems 
grew. One was to give to each mem
ber a field of his own and to require 
of him a certain amount of work in 
the communal field. The other method 
was to retain the whole farm enter
prise in the hands of the cooperative,' 
the members working on a salary 
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basis and later participating in the 
profits. The two types developed 
from: 1) cultural needs-on the one 
hand, industrialized and intensive, 
and on the other, traditional and ex
tensive; 2) the education and evolu
tion of peasant mentality. 

At the end of World War I the 
great social agrari~m movement began 
with the motto, "The land for the 
peasants." The Christian Democrats 
led in the organization of the rural 
groups. The ex~combattenti (veter
ans) did likewise. A considerable 
amount of unused land was appro
priated in an arbitrary and violent 
manner in various parts of Italy. In 
1920, the government intervened with 
a decree (Decreto Visocchi) followed 
later by legal procedure. Neverthe
less, much land was managed and 
worked by cooperatives. I believe 
that by 1922 there existed over 300 
such farm cooperatives. Some of 
these were not independent but had 
been. established by the rural banks 
that furnished the credit. 

Another type of pre-fascist cooper
ative was the Fishermen's Co-op. :The 
leader of this movement was a priest 
from the Marche region, Don Fran
cesco Sciocchetti, who now is in 
America and, in spite of his advanced 
age, is still active in the Archdiocese 
of San Francisco. 

I do not have at hand the exact 
statistics of the Italian Catholic Co
operative movement, but I have vivid 
recollection that in the central office 
in Rome the estimate was over 5,000. 

In the 42 years of these activities 
(1880-1922), one could point to mag
nificent successes, mediocre results, 
and trying failures-the fruits of in
experience and daring. Some rural 
priests, zealous to free their farmers 
and peasants from the claws of Shy
locks, overstepped the boundaries of 
sound audit. It was then that the 
Holy See reserved to itself the grant
ing of permission to priests to act as 
administrators of banks or credit in
stitutions.* After World War I there 

A PLOT OF GROUND 
Sister M. Bede DfJne/tln 

A T ONE time an old Roman poet 
.' prayed that he might own a 

piece of land, not too large, a garden, 
a hous~ and a spring nearby, and up. 
and beyond these a bit of woodland. 
His prayer was answered in the 
Sabine Farm, immortalized in the 
owner's lyrical lines: 

"I ask not Heaven to send 
Aught else; I never pressed 

For more, my puissant friend, 
Who am entirely blessed 

One Sabine farm to tend." 
(Horace, Ode II, 18, 
tr. T. R. Clark)* 

Even when Horace might have en
joyed a life of leisure in luxurious 
Rome serving the Emperor Augustus 
in some official capacity or associat
ing with men of the greatest literary 
talents, he preferred to live in the 
country, where the tranquility of the 

rural life stood in direct contrast to 
the restlessness of the city: 
"Happy the man, in busy schemes 

unskilled, 
Who, living simply, like our sires 

of old, 
Tills the few acres which his father 

tilled, 
Vexed by no thoughts of usury or 

gold." 
(Horace, Epode II, 
tr. Theodore Martin)* 

Today the man who has a plot of 
ground that he can call his own 
should understand the poet's joy in 
the possession of a piece of Mother 
Earth, the work of God's creation. 
Although a poet is able to express his 
feelings in beautiful phrases, yet 
everyone who lives close to the bos
om of the earth experiences similar 
joys peculiar to the moods of each 
changing season. 

was a period of apparent UrI)<1.n.".:. 

that caused some failure of' 
tive enterprises, both neutral 
Catholic. Lack of· experienced 
agement in Italy as elsewhere Was 
basic reason. However, the central 

. federation of both types of cooper _ 
tives maintained a watchful supen~_ 
. h' h 11 SlOn w IC prevented more numerou 

or serious setbacks. s 
All popular, works, and mUch of 

the land, were taken or destroyed 
by Fascists. What has been saved 
that may be salvaged after 21 years 
of Fascism, we can only determine 
at the conclusion of the war. In the 
meantime the Italian Christian Dem
ocrats are reorganizing in the fields 
of labor unions, in the political field 
and, I hope, in the cooperative field: 
American Catholics must lend their 
moral and material assistance to the 
revival of this very important Cath
olic social movement in Italy. God 
wills it! 

*The Popes and Social Prin&iples of BUTal 
Ute, N,C.R.L.C" 1943, Par. 38, pp, 14.15, 

In the springtime when the whole 
earth becomes restless, when the ice 
breaks and streams overflow their 
banks, when all nature is bursting 
into new life, the farmer, who lives 
so intimately with it all, is aroused 
to new life and energy in conjunction 
with the God-given life of nature 
around him. The clean wind, the 
sweet spring rain, the azure of a 
cloudless 'sky and the rejuvenation of 
all animal and plant life call him to 
share in the general awakening: 

"See the spring herself dicloses, 
And the Graces gather roses, 

How the duck swims, how the crane 
Comes from winter home again. 

Now in their robes of green 
Are the ploughman's labors seen." 

(Anacreon, tr. Thomas Stanley)t 
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with new life, comes a 
hope and faith to the faith
'of the soil. As he places the 
the fresh warm earth, he 

trusts in God for rain and 
that will assure the .growth 

In the prospect of live-
from the soil; the farmer 
and ,sows. Then he patiently 

the increase from the Giver 

the season: to the plough 
apply, 
thou and thine. 

to the field with break oj 
'glimmering morn, 
so thy grounds may wave with 
.thickening corn. 

upturn the glebe: 

earth 
appear, 

nd ripe luxuriance clothe the plen
teous ear." 

(Hesiod, Works and Days, 
tr. J. Banks) 

On an early spring morning when 
the urban population is still asleep 
or riding in crowded streetcars to 
stuffy offices, the farmer is abroad 
in the clear air enjoying in his heart, 
in greatest measure, the lilting song 
which poets would put in words. For 
to the song of the bluebird, to the 
smell of, the sweet maple sap, to the 
rippling melody of the pasture brook, 
and the piping of frogs in marshy 
places, he upturns the fruitful soil in 
the spring. 

As the year rolls round, summer 
"follows on the, heels of spring" but 
enters with a more sure and steady 

step. The grass that sprouted in the 
spring is high and abundant: the 
spacious fields are waving with yellow 
grain; the tasselled corn stands in 
stately rows. The climbing sun is 
brighter, the rains are warmer than 
in the spring. All nature is more cer
tain of itself in its maturity. The 
farmer, too, has more assurance and' 

Thus with an unsung song in his 
heart (for song has not entirely gone 
from the land) the farmer plies his 
daily tasks in the harvest season. 
Will the farmer boys, returning from 
service at the end of the war go back , 
to the harvest with a song on their 
lips, as well as in their hearts,as did 
the young Greek lads in ancient 
times: 
"Yes by Zeus, the well-armed mat

tock seems to sparkle as we 
gaze, 

And the burnished pitchforks glitter 
in the sun's delightful rays. 

Very famously with, those will they 
clear the vineyard rows. 

So that I myself am eager homeward 
looks on his fields with gratitude for to my farm to go, 
the miracle that God has wrought in Breaking up the little furrows, long-
the seeds of early spring. neglected, with the hoe." 

The tourists that come to the coun- (Aristophanes, Peace):!: 
try in the summer to get into wide To the farmer the autumn is the 
open spaces where they can see the most gratifying of all seasons, for it 
sky and smell the odors of the woods brings him the fulfillment of his la-

'and fields, only tOG frequently return bors. The reward of unstinted toil, 
to their city homes wIth little appre- of sanguine hope and unshaken faith 
ciation of the land, for they failed to in the providence of God is at hand. 
walk in fresh stubble or arrange<golq-. Though tired, he may well rejoice: 
en shocks in dignified rows. They. I,fWhen Autumnus o'er the smiling 
came too late to watch with pride the~' land 
growth of the tender stalks under sun Lifts up his head with rosy apples 
and rain while they ripened under crowned, < 

God's loving care. Joyful he plucks the pears, which 
Many poems in every age and erst his hand 

among peoples of all nations have Graffed on the stem they're weigh-
been inspired by the beauty and gay- ing to the ground." 
ety of spring. Few have lauded the (Horace, Epode II, 
charms of summer. To the poet the tr. T. Martin)* 
hot sun, the dry and dusty roads, the All nature, too, seems to be in a gay 
annoying insects give little inspira- mood and celebrates the success of 
tion. And yet these very things, so the year by strokes of brilliant color 
dull to the poet, tell' the farmer that here and there, that later soften under. 
the harvest is at hand; they are a soft and restful haze. The heavy 
music to him who lives in their midst frosts, the smell of smoke, the crisp 
and who is about to realize the'frui- air warn the farmer that the season 
tion of his hopes: for outdoor labor is at an end. The 
"On shadowed boughs the burnt land, too, is tired; it is time to rest. 

cicadas plied 
Their noisy task; deep in the thorn

brake cried 
A little owl; doves moaned, and 

larks did sing, 
And banded bees flew buzzing round 

the spring. 
All breathed the scent the harvest 

season bears." 
(Theo~ritus, Idyl VII, 
tr. M. M. ,Miller) 

To lead men to regard the earth as 
holy and man as the steward of the 
Eternal; to assist the rural church to 
minister to the total life of the rural 
community; to work for the reclama
tion of the soli and other natural re
sources: to seek by word and action to 
restore man to his divlneearfh-rlght to 
the end that justice may be established 0" fhe land and a richer. fuller. and 
more abundant life may be fhe lot of 
all. FrIends of the $011 
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With winter comes a surcease from 
labor. Earth herself folds up as it 
were, and by her example enjoins on 
others a period of contented waiting. 
The storms and winds of wintry days, 
by their very nature, keep the farmer, 
for the most part, within his humble 
lodging. Very often, the more hum
ble that lodging is, the more happy, 
as it was in the case of the Greek 
shepherd who, unmindful of the ele
ments, sang in gay merriment: 
~'I lodge in a beautiful cave that 

Aetna, mother mine, leases; 
And my wealth is all the spoil that 

the Dream-God increases: 
Fair flocks, and the finest of fleeces, 
Whereon I lie couched, before a fire 

of oak-faggots napping; 
Careless, while puddings are hissing 

and beech-nuts are snapping, 
Of Winter without/ and his rapping." 

(Theocritus, IX, The Ideal Life, 
tr. M. M. Miller) 

Now the farmer has more' time to 
enjoy his home and family at the fire
side. Today it is patriotic to stay 
at home, perhaps it will also become 

fashionable and many will enjoy the 
winter's days as they did in the past: 

". . . Winter days 
Should bring farmer ease; the coun

try folk, 
When the cold strengthens, use their 

garnered store 
In welcome feasts and hospitable 

cheer, 
While merry winter spreads the board 

and breaks 
The bonds with care; as when full

laden ships 
Come to safe port at last, and on their 

prows 
The happy mariners wind wreaths oj 

flowers." 
(Virgil, G-eorgic I, tr. Williams)§ 

10 

Just as the city home affords oppor
tunities for freedom from care and 
relaxation so, too, does the home in 
the country with this difference, how
ever, that the country home becomes 
even a quieter center. Where could 
one desire a more restful place for 
reading, if facilities are convenient? 
Where is there a greater number of 
materials at hand with which to pur
sue hobbies? In ancient times, Virgil 
suggested to the winter "shut-in" 
many tasks, among which we today 
might find some not entirely lacking 
in interest or too outmoded. At least 
we can learn that employment 
brought contentment: 

"When a skilled farmer by long win
ter rains 

Is bound indoors, he finds occasion 
fair 

For tasks at leisure, which some 
later day 

Would bid him slight in haste, if 
skies were clear. 

The ploughman hammers keen the 
point 

OJ the worn share, he scoo/s out 
trees for troughs, .,,;" 

Or brands his herd, or on jull sacks 
of corn 

Smears numbers,. others whittle out 
sharp stakes 

Or forked props, or for the rambling 
vines 

Twine withes oj willow,. others plait 
by hand 

Light baskets of the stems of hill,side 
thorn; 

N ow parch the corn on embers and 
then grind 

Upon a well-smootHed stone . . ." 

(Virgil, Georgie, I, tr. WiIliams)§ 
The pursuit of the chase has i~s 

charms for all men but especially for 
the farmer whether he is led on by the 
desire of sport or by the necessity of 
food, as he was in ancient times: 
"But when grim winter comes, and 

o'er his grounds 
. Scatters its biting snows with 

angry roar, 
He takes the field and with a cry 

of hounds 
Hunts down into the toils the 

foaming boar; 
Or seeks the thrush, poor starveling 

to ensnare, 

In filmy net with bait delUSive 
stored. 

Entraps the travelled 
timorous hare, 

Rare dainties these to glad Iris 
frugal board." 

(Horace, Epode II, tr. Martin)* 
The farmer, who all year round 

lives and works close to nature ex. 
periences the joys of soul that ar~ the 
reward oflhose who work in union 
with their Creator. The farmer is 
blest in the produce of the land. But 
he also receives still greater blessings 
which even to the pagans did not pass 
unnoticed: 
"Oh, more than blest, if their true 

bliss they knew, 
i Are tillers of the land . . . 

But peace is theirs untroubled and 
a life 

From falsehoods free, -their riches 
manifold 

Are calm, with ample fields, pools 
fountain-fed. 

Their youth in labors indefatigable 
Is schooled to few desires; ... 
•.. and old age 
Is hallowed. 'Twas among such 

~ 

. country folk 

The Virgin Justice, whe1t she quit 
mankind, 

Left last her footprints upon earthly 
ground." 

(Virgil, Georgie II, tr. Williams)§ 

*Howe and Harrer, Roman Literature in 
Translation (Harper and Bros.) _ 

tHowe and Harrer, Greek Literature on 
Translation (Harper and Bros.) 

tReprinted from Botsford and Sihler, Rtf-
lenic Oivilization by permission of Columb.& 
U. Press. U. 

§Reprinted by permission of Harvard 01-

versi ty pres~. 

Juvenile Book Shelf 
Oountry Stop, Carolyn Sherwin 

Bailey, The Viking Press, 1942. $2.00. 
OowbeUs for Forget-Me-Not, Helen 

Condon, Thomas Nelson & Sons, $1.50. 
Jobie, Helen Garrett, Julian Mess

. ner, Inc., $2.00. 
A Primer on Food, Julius Rose~

wald Fund, 15c. Other titles in thlS 
same series are The Doctor Is Com
ing, Let's Raise Pigs, and Let's Plant 
Grass. 

Pattern for Tomorrow, Sister Mary 
Juliana, Bruce Publishing Co., $2.00. 

Dynamo Farm, Adam Allen. J. B. 
Lippincott Co., 1942. $2.00. 

Midnight and Jeremiah, Sterling 
North, Winston, 1943. $2.00. 

LAND AND HOME: : MARCH 1944 



LE WHEAT There must be . . . the firm con
viction that the pursuit of husbandry 
is an office, entrusted to the owner 
or tenant of farm land by divine 
Providence, to be administered ac
cording to the precepts of the moral 
law regarding- the purpose and use 
of property. 

farmer and villager are rea-
prosperous, the family seldom 
Its roots go deep into the 
not so the urban inhabitant. 

income increases, his scale of 
rises, and he moves to a better 
of the same city, or to another 

. The ruralist, however, prefers 
,,~", .. <.m~ for life in the same locality 

he was born, and he seldom 
except from economic neces-

RAYMOND W. MILLER 

Farmers should farm primarily for 
'self-support. They should sell as lit
tle and buy as little as possible. 

VINCENT McNABB, O.P. 

If you want to have a healthy 
farm family, you need home-grown 
food, and plenty of it. But that 
isn't all. You need a roof that turns 
the water, some window lights and 
screens, too, if you can possibly get 
them. A good stove is worth a lot , 
and your folks will sleep better if 
they have mattresses. Then there's 
this' business of water to drink and 
dry shelter space for your sto~k in 
cold weather. And everybody knows 
there come times when you've just 
got to have a doctor, or die. 

ARTHUR F. RAPER 

Tenants oj the Almighty 

. We have also to make the politi
cIans and planners see clearly that the 
restoration of rural life will create 
not only national wealth and employ
ment, and a more healthy nation, but 
also a happier one. . . . We have to 
visualize the place that the rural com
munity should take in a new national 
system; and with this picture before 
us to make the necessary modifica
tions in our financial, economic and 
social conditions that will fit in with 
postwar reconstruction. 

Annual Report of the Rural 
Reconstruction Association 
The Weekly Review 

What we must hope for in the 
genuine co-operator, is that he will 
have a social vision-an insight into 
what his society can do to help in 
bringing about a better world. He 
will be capable of seeing his society 
as one unit of growing federation for 
that same end. This, of course, re
quires education; it requires meetings 
and literature, books and discussion. 
Likewise, it requires the finding of 
those persons, who, struck as if by a 
light from on High, have a desire to 
clean up "their corner of ·creation." 

The Maritime Co-operator 

The problem of the essentials of 
human need have not been solved. 

Social Justice Review 

"We feel that they cannot be solved 
so. long as factoriell ;md offices force 
60 per cent of Americli's popula.tion The rural population of the United 
into the collective fears of city living~ States are the people who have, more 

The answer, if American dem6cracy . than any other class, caught the 
is to survive, lies in the opposite direc- ' ..::rision and understanding of coopera
tion . . . out under the open sun of .' tion. They can save the small com-
America's 1,900,000,000 acres. .. munity. The small community is 
at homes along village streets and up the hope of democracy. And without 
along the RFDs, where factories and democracy our American ideal is lost. 
small stores and shops will offer op- The cooperative method offers a way 
portunities to earn some cash, and of creating the attractive village sur-
a piece of land behind the helicopter rounded by farms. The inhabitants 
shed will guarantee, year in and year are agrarian in their economics and 
out, the God-given rights to food, urban in their cultural opportunities. 
shelter, faith and relaxation that no With their local cooperative method 
centralized government, no planned of production and supply, connecting 
economy, can ever hope to offer. them with their regional federation, 

Pathfinder they can make their association the 

St. Jerome tells us that in Pales
tine the peasants sang Alleluia' when 
they ploughed the land. Perhaps 
they knew better than we that the 
whole life of a Christian is a con
tinuous feast . . . 

DAMAS us WIN ZEN, O. S. B. 

c~nter of their communal life. Their 
regional federation, connected with 
the national federation, and this in 
turn with the international league of 
cooperatives, brings them -into a world 
brotherhood. Through cooperation 
their local problems are approached. 
Through the larger connections of co
operation, they not only participate 
in international commerce but they 
are given that sense of human rela
tionship upon which the peace of the 
world depends. Back of this lies that 
fundamental of democracy-the small 
community. 

JAMES P. WARBASSE 
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To some people living in cities, 
I know that life in the country seems 
dull and uninteresting, but we have 
never found it so. I sometimes think 
that those who speak of the dullness 
and loneliness do not know the life 
of which they speak. Or, if they· 
do live in the country themselves, 
especially if they have children, then 
they must lack interest in the doings 
and affairs of their children in school 
and elsewhere. For my part, as I 
look over the years, it seems to me 
that there was never a minute when 
I was unhappy and dissatisfied with 
my lot. 

I have feIt that your father was 
doing the kind of work he liked best. 
and that he would therefore be more 
likely to be happy pnd successful on 
the farm. True, such work is stren
uous and never ending, but there are 
compensations. . A farmer works in 
the open air; watches things grow; 
thinks his own thoughts; plans for 
himself. He uses his intellect, his will, 
his body and his mind. 

SISTER MAUREEN FLYNN, O. P. 
With Love from Mother 

The rural church today is supply
ing the very bloodstream of American 
Christianity. If we want to evange
lize the cities, we must begin in the 
country, for the country churches 
are sending their boys and girls in 
increasing number into the cities. 

JAMES A. CRAIN 
The Ckristian-Evangelist 

Plans concerning the farmer and 
his place in a peace-time world most 
fitly come from farming regions of a 
tall corn state, where the land is a 
proved way of life. The National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference has 
its administrative headquarters in Des 
Moines, where the executive and ad
visory board has lately held a war
time meeting. The principles and 
methods adapted are comprehen
sively stated in a pamphlet entitled 
"Rural Living in a Peaceful World." 
Starting from the unassailable pn~m
ise that the only way to recover from 
a total war is by a total peace, the 
conference takes its stand on the 
principle that "sound agrarianism is 
an essential element -for .the making 
of such a peace." And it poi~ffs out 

THE PACKAGE OF SEEDS 
I paid a dime for a package of seeds . 

And the clerk tossed them out with a flip. 
"We've got 'em assorted for every man's needs," 

He said, with a smile on his lip. . 
"Pansies and poppies and asters and peas! 
Ten cents a package! And pick as you please!" 

Now seeds are just dimes to the man in the store, 
And the dimes are the things that he needs; 

And I've been to buy them in seasons before, 
But I've thought of them merely as seeds; 

But it flashed through my' mind as I took them this time. 
"You've purchased a miracle here for a dime!" 

"You've a dime's worth of power no man can create. 
You've a dime's worth of life in your hand! 

. You've a dime's worth of mystery, destiny, fate, 
Which the wisest cannot .understand. 

In this bright little package, now isn't it odd? 
You've a dime's worth of something known only to God." 

These are seeds, but the plants a~d the blossoms are here 
With their petals of various hues; 

In these little pellets so dry and so queer, 
There's power which no chemist can fuse. 

Here is one of God's miracles soon to unfold, 
Thus for ten cents an ounce, Divinity. is sold. 

-Author Unknown 

tliat postwar planning, so far has 
had little to say regarding the future 
problems of rural life. 

The. conference outlines its own 
prograin which will,we believe win 
appreciation and applause. It is'com_ 
prehensive, sane and far-seeing. It 
works for that essential fulfillment of 
democracy which a life of freedom 
and security on the land can accom_ 
plish and which history has many 
times instanced cities and sidewalks 
cannot give. Our nation, "conceived 
in liberty," was founded upon an 
agrarian basis. It was true then and 
it is still true, that "he who owns 
land breathes the air of a free man.;' 
We have necessarily arrived far from 
this Jeffersonian concept of an agra
rian civilization in a land of wide 
space's a,nd small population. Cities 
have arisen on acres which were 
owned and tilled, and industries have 
taken for productive use hands which 
held the plow. Yet the large acreage 
of land tilled and tillable in our 
forty-eight states still leaves life upon 
the soil the most vital part of our 
national economy and well-being. 
This industry of mother earth will be 
more than ever important when the 
war . ends-as the conference points 
out. "Hunger is ce!tain to stalk' 
through lands where there has been 
devastation of farms, slaughter of 
herds and enslavement of populations. 
Our own agricultural program must 
be such that we can answer the needs 
of these war-stricken lands whose 
destruction and impoverishment we 
have escaped. 

All of the conference planning is 
toward a future where a maximum 
population will live on the soil. It 
condemns any nationalizing or col
lectivizing of land and urges that life 
upon the farlJl where the family gains 
all or part of its subsistence from 
home acres. Toward such a wished
for end the National Catholic Rural , 
Life Conference calls upon the farm
er to build up within himself an un
derstanding of his high calling. And 
with the ringing wisdom of a great 
Church it terms the farmer's way of 
life a sacred one-making him a 
"partner of God" and that earth he 
owns and tills "a holy land." 

New York Herald-Tribune 
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,"As 0' Old" 

Monte Morelos: Out of the vil
lage, past cactus, maguey, and ejidos, 
we found our way to the' farm of the 
Gomez Brothers. As in, the days of 
Abraham, the obreros were sweeping 
the courtyard with wide' bundles of 
long twigs. Men, ,women and chil
dren flocked to kiss the ring of the 

, ,Obispo and Abbad. A "Canon" didn't 
count! 

Eight- and' ten-year-olds scam
pered among the goats. Five inno
cent victims were chosen for the holo
caust. Under prelatial jurisdiction 
they were skinned and properly 
dressed. A fire was started and large 
coal beds formed; the victims were 
split in half and freshly cut, long 
sticks were speared through the car
casses. The fat dripped and burned 
-sweet incense to hungry nostrils. 
Tortillas were patted into shape; 
chili was concocted by skilled hands. 
It was a repast for Abraham's chil
dren and guests from afar. , 

Pilgrims All 

For over two weeks we'traveled by 
car or muleback to otherwise inacces
sible spots to see people and places. 
We met bishops and priests; we 
talked to farmers and business men; 

we conferred with the poor and the 
rich. 

The great aimual pilgrimage to 
San Juan de Los Lagos for the "can
delaria" (February 2) was in full 
swing. Trains, buses and trucks 
everywhere were filled to overflowing 
with people, devout men and women 
of every nation. Many pilgrimages 
were afoot. In groups of one thou
sand, or more, banners, gonfalons 
crosses, flags, statues, were carried 
by the wayfarers, singing and pray
ing. A former American ambassador 
said that he had never met a Cath
olic in Mexico. We wonder if he was 
ever out on the roadside! 

At Leon in the Cathedral surging 
crowds of pilgrims from San Miguel 
Allende-the sick on stretchers, a 
band playing, men and women, 
young and old, with cargoes on their 
backs strapped to their foreheads, 
sombreros before their breasts in ser
ried ranks-were singing, wide-eyed, 
as they streamea, in,to the ancient 
Church. What faith! What jgy! 

Sons 0' Sf. Benedict 

When the annals of the bearers of 
good will to our Latin American 
brethren will be written, we hope the 
sons of St. Benedict will be leading 
the count. 

We stopped at Sahuayo, Mihuacan, 
Mexico,. and there we met' real pio
neers. Father Alcuin, formerly of Mt. 
Angel, Oregon, and our old friend, 
F~ther Egbert Hall of Kansas. It 
takes vision,' zeal, enthusiasm ~md en
durance. But who could fulfill all 
these qualifications better than the 
sons of St. Benedict? Who said "Ora 
et Labam (Pray and Work)"!, 

Vineyards in Saltillo 

There is a charming young Coad
jutor Bishop in Saltillo. He took us 
out to see the foundations of the new 
seminary he is erecting. Vocations 
are needed and he is planning for the 
long t9morrow . Nearby is a large 
farm with beautiful vineyards. The 
soil is fitted, the water available, and 
the weather perfect. There are only 

, a few real vineyards in MexicO". The 
possibilities are vast. 
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Dr. George Sperl Sperl' 

Wasn't it St. George who slew the 
Dragon? Speri means hope, and you, 
can easily make an expert out of 
Sperti. The white-robed Archbishop 
of Cincinnati had arranged the lunch
eon. The Executive Secretary was 
nervous in such august company! But 
how pleasing and how inspiring to 
meet and confer With such men. So 
with a "watchdog of the Lord" and 
a hopeful expert to slay the dragon, 
what great things dare we not plan? 

Farm Bureau 

At the Farm Bureau National Con
vention in Chicago the Secretary was 
scheduled for the Youth meeting, and 
what a nice meeting it was with in
teresting discussions galore., Then he 
was introduced to the Women's Sec
tion by Mrs. Raymond Sayre, an
other Iowan, and welcomed by that 
charming youngster from I~diana, 
Mrs. Sewell! What a thrill! ' 

Country Basement 

Off the main highway, on a side 
, road north and west of Des Moines, 

.,,;' sits a lovely little Protestant church. 
On the Track was off among friends, 
plain country ,folk, and their little, 
boys, talking at a Fathers and Sonsl: 
Banquet. What good cooks country 
women are! The "Brethren" are very 
rural but they, too', have suffered 
from the cityward trend. 

Aching Aiken 

We went there to greet the new 
Rural Life Director for South Caro
lina. He, aching all over with the 
flu, was in bed. But the good Sisters 
(good drivers) showed us around. The 
Horse' Creek Valley development is 
worth seeing. You don't know the 
South until you have seen the Valley! 
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Chores and Delinquency 
It happened on a train. A guard 

'from the Joliet Penitentiary said: "A 
lot of Chicago boys there." 

"Why?" we inquired. 
Snapped the answer: "No chores to 

do." 
Juvenile delinquency in normal 

rural districts is. always very low. 
It is lower than ever now, while it 
is increasing at an' alanping rate in 
big cities and in villages near camps 
or war plants. 

Our good friend, Martin Salm, has 
"fourteen, thank God." There is 
"Butchy" about ten. His'real name is 
Raymond. He milks four cows morn
ing and night. His uncle said, "He is 
an ornery little chap. He takes after 
his dad, but it is all out of him by 
the time he gets his milking done." 

Yes, chores are important. We 
mean real, natural chores, not in-
vented and artificial ones. ' 

There used to be the water to pump 
and carry; now you turn a faucet; 
the chore is gone. Lamps were to be 
cleaned and filled; now you press 
a button; chore is gone! Furnace 
to fill, ashes to carry out;' now you 
set a thermostat on your oil burner; 
chore gone! Grass to cut, lawnmower 
to push; now gas-powered mower; 
chore gone! 

"An idle brain is the devil's work
shop," says an old adage. 

The family used to play together 
every evening. Nothing fancy, but it 
really recreated the whole family 
group. Now it's: "Maid, you take 
care of the baby. Jimmy, here is fifty 

,cents.· Go to the movie. Daddy won't 
be, home till late. I am going to a 
bridge." And the next morning it is 
evident that the family has really 
been wreck-created the night before. 

There was a chore for everybody 
before all these modern inconven
iences came along, and there was less 
juvenile delinquency. It actually 
tasks parental ingenuity to find work 
even for the smallest sort of family. 
Work is good. Chores are good. 
There is always work on a piece of 
land. Yes, that's practically the only 
place left where living and making a 
living are to be found together. 
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Spiritual Victory Gardens 
A very good and learned priest, a 

member of the N.C.R.L.C., was doing 
some supply work in a city parish. 
The spirit of Victory gardens was in 
the air, so he preached on Victory 
gardens. He urged urbanites to plan, 
work, and draw benefit from their 
gardens. The deep religious impli
cations of having a Victory garden 
are as plain as the nose on a man's 
face. But the goodly ruralist was 
taken to task by a fellow priest who 
said, "Why not preach a sermon on 
the making of a spiritual garden?" 

Let us analyze the background of 
such a remark. What is a spiritual 
garden? Presumably it is formed by , 
the acquisition and development of . 
virtues both natural and supernat
ural. Supernatural virtues are gifts 
of God. Natural virtues are necessary 
prerequisite concomitants to the su
pernatural virtues. One cannot have 
Faith, Hope, and Gharity without 
Prudence, Justice, Fortitude, and 
Temperance. It is a well-established 
psychological tenet that natutal vir
tues are good habits, and htbits are 
formed by repeated acts. 

Our continued plea and insistence 
upon prayer and the Sacraments is 
most praiseworthy and, indeed, ess,en

. tial, but both teacher and taught must 
not grow one-sided. Truth is not in 
the extremes. Supernaturalists may 
be just as heretical as naturalists. 

Let's go back to the garden. Yes, 
just the plain Victory garden about 
which our priest. preached and for 
which he was rebuked. Physical labor 
is noble and enobles human person
ality. We can forego the enumeration 
of its therapeutic blessings and re
peat Willis Nutting's remark: "You'll 
never know how Christ felt carrying 
His Cross until you have carried old 
fence posts from the farthest corner 
of your acreage to the kitchen door." 
Which reminds the editor of what he 
wisely, or unwisely, said on a very 
hot day in Nevada, Missouri. He saw 
a young novice scraping a chicken 
coop. The poor girl certainly looked 
bedraggled. Her sweet, innocent face 
was covered with lines of sweat and 
dirt; her hands were roughened, and 

N 
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her fingernails were far from pol
ished. So quoth the editor, "This 
will teach you more humility than 
any meditation book or Retreat Mas
ter." 

Books and preachers have their 
places" but their effectiveness is 
rather limited. Don't forget we are 

'still talking about Victory gardens. 
In the making of a garden, there is 
much work, sweat, and dirt. These 
are nofmere physic;:lI resultants. They 
have very deep spiritual implications. 
"I believe in God, the Father Al
mighty," says the Creed; I plarit the 
seed of fruit or vegetable. Florence 
Hynes Willette says in her Christ
mas Sonnet: "Earth took the grain 
. . . Sun drew . . . And burnished 

." "Creator of Heaven and 
Earth," continues the Creed; when I 
see God's work, I believe the more. 
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We are still making an argument 
for the Victory garden as a builder 
of Faith and a developer of virtues. 
As a matter of fact, we make· bold 
to state that one cannot built a spir
itual garden in the vacuum of his 
mind. There is a field for spiritual 
devel()pment between the furrows of 
a potato patch and among the hiHs 
of beans. Of course, failu~e to see 
God in the sunlight and eternity in 
a grain of sand makes work with the 
Holy Earth a drudgery and a curse. 
There is a sermon hi every tree 
(Didn't Joyce Kilmer preach one?); 
a homily in every lily; a panegyric in 
a spade full of soil. You don't see 
itl How blind, and, oh yes, how un
theological! 

Resolution: Preach a sermon on 
Victory gardens, or, even better, ask 
your pastor to do it. 

Traditional or Secular? 

THE most important distinction 
that can be made today is be

tween two contrasted ways of think
ing about life, between two sets of 
vital values. Each way of thinking 
is pivoted on a conception of the 
nature of man, and these conceptions 
conflict. Some conceive of man as an 
animal differing essentially from the 
other animals in the possession of two 
specific facuIties, intelligence-the 
ability to know the true-and free 
will-the ability to choose the good. 
Others hold that between man and 
beast there is only a quantitative dif
ference, "intelligence" and "will" be
ing merely extensions of sense and 
impulse. 

The distinction is of enormous im
portance, for our ends depend upon 
our nature. If we have an essentially 
animal nature we are safe in striv
ing for essentially animal ends, but 

'if our nature is sQmething different, 
to Seek essentially animal ends, how
ever proper they may be to sin:tpler 
creatures, will be disastrous., . 

The majority of mankind has al-' 
ways believed that it is man's destiny 
to pursue super-physical ends, to ex
ercise his super-animal or "spiritual" 
faculties. This point of view, and the 
type of society which this point of 
view engenders, we call traditional. 
Certain other human groups, rather 
limited in time and space, have held 
the contrary view, and this view, and 
the type of society that results we call 
secular. Thus traditional societies 
are rooted in the belief that man's 
nature is primarily spiritual, while 
secular societies grow from the belief 
that man is merely an extremely clev
er animal. 

In many societies, traditional and 
secular views and institutions can be 
found somewhat mixed, but there is 
always ultimately a predominance, 
one way or the other, which will mark 
that society and all its institutions. 
In a typically traditional society, all 
institutions are molded by the gen
eral assumption that men cannot be 
fully human, and, therefore, cannot 
be happy, unless they can exercise 
their specifically human or "spiritual" 
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facuIties of intelligence and will. 
Thus, humanity is put first. In typ
ically secular societies it is agreed 
that material goods come. first, that 
the acquisition of money, power, and 
various thrills should be as far as 
possible open to all. Only lip-service 
is paid to super-material goods. 

In our own Western civilization 
today secular values are dominant. 
Every part of life is moulded by them. 
Our method of getting necessary 
things produced and distributed is 
the secular answer to an age-old 
problem. We call the answer Indus
trialism. Capitalism, Socialism, and 
Communism are secular solutions to 
the problem of property and ex
change. These systems have been 
developed by minds convinced that 
money, power, and thrills are all im
portant, and that metaphysical values 
are illusory. . 

An indication that the secular 
theory is wrong lies in the observed 
fact that secular societies do not pro
duce peace and happiness. Although 

. they provide abundance of material 

.,.:\hings, and a multitude of gratifying 
sensations and sentiments, they also 
set up strains which destroy peace 
both in individuals and between na
tions. Industrialism in particular, 
because of its need for materials and 
for markets, necessitates an imperial
ism leading inevitably to war. The 
present conflict is no exception. 

At the root of our present miseries 
is a false conviction as to the nature 
of man. There can be no hope for 
real peace until the truth takes the 
place of this falsehood. If the Pope 
should be invited to the Peace Table, 
the traditional belief concerning the 
full humanity of man would at least 
be stated in a clear and impartial 
way. But when the intensest con
victions of the belligerents, victor and 
victim alike, are secular, when a false 
assumption as to the nature of man 
is the foundation of all thinking and 
planning, what chance is there that 
anyone would attach importance to 
the statement? 

GRAHAM CAREY. 

By permission of Free America. 
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TlJe /(urfl/ PflstfJr's PfIle their own ages in the city. They 
not have the distractions of the 
I was on.ce asked at a parent-teach. 
ers meetmg how to get children to 
read. My answer was this: Put 
alongside a kerosene lamp in a coun. 
try home on a wintry night and SUr. 
round them with books, and they Will 
read them. The movies and the fun
nies have vitiated the taste of city 
children. 

TOMORROW'S LEADERS 
Vincent J. Ryan. D.D. 

I ONCE knew a tramp who had 
developed a taste for garbage. The 

police 'found him in the city garbage 
dump where he had been a resident 
for almost three months. He had lost 
his taste for the foods that are usually 
set upon the table. Bread, potatoes, 
steaks and vegetables were not pun
gent enough to satisfy his newly de
veloped appetite. 

We have a multitude of readers 
today who have garbage tastes. They 
have developed a taste for filth and 
froth and have lost their taste, if they 
ever had one, for good literature and 
incidentally for good morals. The' 
number of people with a garbage taste 
must, indeed, be large, judging by the 
enormous volume of filth issued daily, 
weekly, and monthly from the print
ing presses of the nation. The novel, 
the ,short story, and the newspaper 
article must be sensational or deal 
with decadence and crime in order 
to secure wide circulation. Surely this 
is sufficient evidence of a depraved 
taste. This depraved taste has de
stroyed a ta,ste for things that are 
good. The greatness of an age can 
be measured by the type of reading 
that is characteristic of the age. 
When the reading interest of a people 
centers on crime and other abnormal
ities, we have a sure sign of decadence. 

A vitiated reading taste is both a 
cause and a result of decadence. The 
passion for the indecent and the ab
normal grows upon the things on 
which it feeds. Like the chef who 
strives to provide new dishes to sat
isfy the appetites of gourmands, the 
purveyors of the abnormal and the 
obscene strive to write more and more 
shocking things to satisfy and whet 
the ever growing appetites of those 
with a vitiated reading taste. 

Reading habits today are also a 
sign of intellectual decadence. The 
vast majority of readers are not in
clined to read anything that requires 
the exercise of the mind. The prodi
gious growth of picture magazines and 
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the funnies are an indication of in
tellectual decadence. Pictures with 
many have become a substitute for 
solid reading. 

The restoration of both the moral 
and intellectual fiber of our people is 
most essential in our plans for a 
peaceful world. Unless this restora
tion can be attained, a military vic
tory will be of no avail. A most im
portant means of restoring both the 
intellectual and the moral fiber of 
the people of the United States would, 
be a change in the reading habits of 
the people. 

The decadent literature of this age 
is a by-product of city culture. cIt has 
done much to undermine the moral 
and intellectual life, of multitudes. 

The country people will read with 
little encouragement if they are ex~ 
posed to b9oks. In this way their re
ligious and cultural knowledge, as 
well as a knowledge 6f the practical, 
things of life, would b~ increased. 

Every parish, no matter now sIJall, 
should have a library. There s4;(ould 
be a library service in every mission. 
The parish library could start with 
ten select books. If three-fourths of 
the families in a parish or in a small 

mission were to read ten select books, 
the aspect of the parish and mission 
would be changed immeasurably for 
the better. The result would be a 
taste for reading that would make a 
larger parish library possible. 

Our chief concern should be to pro
vide reading on the countryside for 
the young people and for the children. 
Country children and young people 
are more apt to read good books, if 
they are given a chance, than those 'Of 

I once visited a country home where 
there were three bright children. The 
family was poor. I found out by 
questioning that none of the children 
had ever seen a movie. I asked if 
they read, and I was told they read 
everything they could lay their hands 
on. These are the children that would 
develop into leaders if they were ex
'posed to the right sort of books. If 
three-fourths of the' children in a 
small mission were provided with ten 
select books suitable for children, 
they would develop the habit and 
taste for reading that would insure 
the success of the childreI\'s depart
ment in a parish library. People will 
be glad to pay for books for their 
children when they see the results. 
The Apostolate Library, 'maintained 
by the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, is providing a reading 
service for the rural children of the 
nation who do not have access to a 
Catholic school. This service should 
be patronized by all the parish and 
mission churches in the country that 
can qualify for it. 

\V e are rightly concerned today 
about a program to employ profitably 
the free time of youth. We wish a 
program that will develop character. 
That program, of course, should have 
recreational features, but we should 
not overlook the possibilities that lie 
in the development of the reading 
habits of children and youth. No one 
is the' same after reading a book, 
whether that book be good or bad. It 
is a mistake to think that all our 
knowledge comes from books. We 
learn many things through experience, 
but there are things we can learn only 
throuO"h books. There is a mental 
discipli~e in reading the right things 
which equips the child and youth for 
leadership. The readers of today are 
the leaders of tomorrow. 
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eKED CORN 
Diocese 
Excellency, The Most Rev. 

B. Jeanmard, had the unique 
of celebrating the silver 

of his Episcopacy and of the 
of the Diocese of Lafayette. 

Diocese of Lafayette (La.), 
spreads over an area of 11 ,000 
miles, is situated on the Gulf 

This strictly rural Diocese 
in organizing for Rural 

The population is mostly Cath-
olic, and of the 240,000 Catholics, 
180,000 are whites and 60,000 are 
,Negroes. This is the largest concen
tration of Catholic Negroes in the 
United States. The total Negro pop
'u1ation is 115,000 which means that 
more than SO per cent are Catholic. 

The Diocese counts now 38 Cath
olic Negro Churches, with 16 Negro 
Parishes and 22 Mission Chapels. 
There are 30 Catholic Negro Schools 
with an attendance of 6,000 students. 
In percentage the Catholic Negro 
school attendance is about three times 
as large as the erirollment at the 
Catholic White Schools. The Diocese 
enjoys the full cooperation of the 
State College authorities in carrying 
out its educational program. 

Many of the Negroes of the Di()
cese are farmers. The main crops are 
rice, cotton, sugar cane, and sweet 
potatoes. Thirty-five priests-most 
of whom belong to the Religious 
Societies of the Divine Word Fathers, 
Holy Ghost Fathers, and the Jose
phites-devote their full time to work 
among the Negroes. Even colored 
priests, belonging to the Society of the 
Divine Word, are among the priests 
working. for their own race. Much 
has been accomplished through the 
zeal and efforts of His Excellency, 
Bishop Jeanmard. The future is still 
most promising. The Negro Problem 
Can be solved by uplifting them spir
itually. The Diocese of Lafayette is 
pointing the way to success. 

Avocations 
In most rural communities there 

are usually some farmers, men of 
more than ordinary genius and ini
tiative, who develop interesting and 

profitable avocations. The Miller 
family, living about sixteen miles 
southwest of Iowa City, Iowa, pos
sessed these characteristics. 

Benedict Miller moved from Ohio 
to Iowa in 1850. He was born in 
Maryland on May 20, 1815, and his 
wife, Barbara Gingerich, was born in 
Waldeck, Germany, in 1816. They 
settled near relatives along Deer 
Creek in Washington Township of 
Johnson County. There Benedict not 
only managed a large farm but also 
tailored clothes for his Amish neigh
bors and sawed the lumber for their 
buildings. His sawmill, driven by 
the water of Deer Creek, was an im
portant community center for many 
years. 

Benedict Miller's sons owned their 
farms, and, like their father, found 
avocations that enabled them to serve 
their neighbors. Daniel became wide
ly known as a sawyer a,nd thresher. A 
younger son, John, owne€l a black
smith and rriachine shop which drew 
patrons from near and far. The graqd
sons and great grandsons have con
tin~ed the family tradition of spe
cialization. Among them are sawyers, 
cabinet makers, a well driller, a 
miller, two dentists, several physi
cians, and four doctors of philosophy. 

Perhaps none of Benedict's sOIlS oc
cupied a more important place in the 
community than did Jacob, for it was 
he who made the coffins in which his 
neighbors were buried. He first be
gan this service as a side line in his 
regular wood-working shop. In the 
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early days his coffins were neither 
expensive nor elaborate. The first' 
ones were usually made of solid wal
nut and occasionally of cherry wood. 
Bleached muslin without padding was 
used for lining. There were no han
dles on the early models as they were 
carried with the aid of wooden bars. 
Later, when the demands for sim
plicity were no longer so exacting, 
black handles were added. 

Jacob Miller made and sold over 
300 coffins and his son, Lewis, has 
made 144 to date. But the neigh
bors now very seldom purchase home
made caskets. Occasionally an old 
man places his order for his own 
c~n, but his family generally re
fuses to use it. 

In the Amish community between 
Sharon Center arid Kalona, Iowa, 
homemade qskets are still used. On 
funeral days one can see a' light 
wagon carrying a covered coffin pro
ceeding down the roaq toward the 
cemetery. Following the wagon will 
be the many buggies of the relatives 
and friends who at the cemetery will 
pay their last respects to the de
parted one. 

MELVIN GINGERICH 

The Palimpset 

Postwar Consumer 
Business should study the postwar 

needs of rural America, and find what 
part it can play in its progress and 
rehabilitation. 

The biggest potential civilian ad
vertising, manufacturing, selling, and 
distributing activity that ever faced 
commercial interests will be found in 
supplying the postwar needs of rural 
America. 

RAYMOND W. MILLER 
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Agricultural Ladder 
One hundred years from now it 

is likely that rural church workers in 
Iowa will refer back to 1943 as the 
year when a practical plan was 
worked out by the Presbyterian Theo
logical Seminary at the University of 
DUl>uque and the Iowa State College 
to use faculty members from both 
institutions in a course in Community 

. Relationship for young ministers. 
They can well consider it one of the 
most important achievements of the 
Yiar in the field where the Iowa Chris
tian Rural Fellowship is working. ,Al
ready it is known nationally as the 
Iowa Plan for Rural Pastoral training. 
This is the only seminary in the 
United States that offers a Bachelor 
of Divinity degree with a major in 
Rural Church. 

During the last five years the Iowa 
Christian Rural Fellowship has par
ticipated in national, regional, state 
and district rural church conferences 
where efforts have been made to 
formulate plans whe~eby practical 
help can be given to young men who 
are interested in farming careers. 
Last November they proposed a spe
cific Agricultural Ladder program, by 
which churches can aid young people 
to become satisfactorily established 
in farming. 

W. H. STACY 

Small Town Industries 

It is important to emphasize the 
possibilities of small town industries 
for the coming generation. One rea
son for the extreme centralization of 
industry in the past century was the 
use of steam as motive power. The 
use of steam in industry did not lend 
itself so readily to the break-down 
into small units. 

We are now living in an age of 
electricity and it is possible to use 
electricity in small quantities without 
loss of efficiency. Therefore indus
tries do not need to be located near 
large bodies of water nor near sup
plies of coal and wood. This fact 
holds true for transportation as well 
as for industrial manufacturing. 

List of recommended titles for read. 
ing on request. Books and pamphlets. 
Book Department. N.C.R.L.C.. 3801 
Grand Avenue. Des Moi,!es. Iowa. 
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The recent gains in refrigeration 
methods has further stimulated pos
sibilities in this line. These facts in
dicate that farmers may retain con
trol over their products over a longer 
period of time. They will not have 

:t 
1 

to sell many of their perishable prod
ucts immediately for fear of spoiling. 
It will enable them to keep at least 
one slice of the middleman's profits 
for themselves. 

Moreover these developments 
promise a new day for the small 
rural community. It means that some 
of the local popUlation may find em
ployment in activity other than farm
ing. It means that enterprising young 
people Play experiment and perfect 
new industries and businesses in local 
communities. It holds at least a pros
pect of more stable rural communities 
than we witnessed in the pa~t few 
generations. -r;:' 

Mennonite Weekly Review 

City Dinner Tables 

If you are a farmer or a farm work
er, or member of a farm family, you 
say, "Yes, that's our problem all 
right." 

But if you are a business man, or 
a housewife, or a factory worker or a 
high-school boy or girl living in town, 
how about it? Do you have a stake 
in the farm-labor problem? Does it 
deserve your study and discussion? 

Take, for instance, some of these 
questions of national policy: What 
kind of government farm-labor pro
grams would make for the greatest 
possible production? Help for the 
small farmers? Higher farm prices? 
Better distribution of the available 
farm workers? Freeze farm workers 
on their present jobs? Others? Do 
these questions make a difference in 
what shows up on the dinner table 
in city homes? Does it make a dif
ference whether farm and town plan 
together? 

Hew Yorkers Learn Farming 

'Yhy did three girls who had 
cunty and good jobs in the 
city of the world cast these 
aside and set out to learn farmi 
Arkansas? Here is their story: ng 

One of us left N ew York in 
and the others in August for 
ing courses in the lay apostolate gi 
by the Ladies of the Grail Wheel~en 
Ill"' Th 'mg, 'fimms. d ese courses were mag. 
m cent an cannot be recommended 
too highly to all girls who wish t -
be lay apostles for Christ. Indeed w~ 
learned many things at the Grail, 
All those ideals which we often dig. 
cussed together in New York, which 
had been only opinions, now became 
convictions. We saw ever more clear. 
ly the need for decentralization and 
a re!urn to the land; then, too, we did 
some actual' work on the land and 
found it hard but far from dull. We 
saw, however, that this return to the 
land must go hand in hand with are. 
turn to the altars and that we must 
learn to love and know the Mass, the 
great Sacrifice. 

Helen Fritchie, who had been at 
the Grail for an earlier course in. . ' vlted us to come to Prairie View, 
Arkansas, to spend some time on her 
family's farm. After much praying 
and deliberation, we came and indeed 
we are learning many things here. 
Cotton picking, molasses making, 
milking, baking, sewing-all the nu
merous tasks of a small southern farm 
home-come in for their share of at· 
tention. Yes, we get blisters and 
make all the mistakes. 

Weare soon to return to New 
York. Exactly what we will do on 
our return has not been planned, but 
many at home are now interested 
in the land movement, and we are 
sure that with the help of God a re
turn to the land, which once seemed 
an impractical dream, may become a 
living reality_ 

The Abbey Message 
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young people stand high on 
the nation's resources for the 

we all hope and earnestly 
tomorrow when we 

aside the tools of destruction 
turn our efforts into paths of 
- What will be our attitude 

these young people who have 
make peace possible? 

rural young people, like 
young people everywhere, are 

in training themselves to 
a livelihood, making a home 

becoming useful, needed citizens 
their own communities. 

young people have to make 
the decision whether they wish to live 
cln the land or to earn their living 
in some other way. Whether they 
choose to farm or migrate to the city, 
they need to know their own apti
tudes and abilities for either sort of 
life. After they have made a choice 
of life work, they need technical 
training to help them prepare them
selves for that life. 
. There are many studies to show 

that farm youth have not found it 
easy to establish themselves on the 
land. Some communities are realis
tically meeting this situation. In 
Sargent County, North Dakota, farm 
people in each township are looking 
forward to this problem by actually 
studying the facts and determining 
how many farms and farm homes will 
be available in their townships for re
turning soldiers who wish to farm. 

As we review the situation of rural 
young people yesterday and today, 
we believe firmly that we all have a 
responsibility in helping determine 
the tomorrow by being sure that rural 
young people have the opportunity 
to contribute as greatly in peace as 
in wartime. 

PAULINE M. REYNOLDS 

The Press Woman 

Standing Room Only 
Just a few years ago officers of a 

little irrigation district in central 
Washington, called the Kennewick 
Highlands, racked their brains for a 
scheme to sell good land still untilled 
on their project. Less than two
thirds of the irrigable land was oc
cupied. The overhead of supplying 

water and keeping irrigation ditches 
and pipes in repair could be spread 
over more users, thus reducing the 
cost to the individual and permit
ting more effective operation of the 
project works. Every inducement 
that could be offered was used. Price 
of land unimproved was lowered, 
some of it to $15 and $20 an acre. 
Improved or partly improved prop
erty was as low as $50 an acre. The 
bewildered officers, who knew the 
land was worth more, just couldn't 
figure out why the district, ideally 
situated near town and markets, 
didn't attract 100 per cent settlement. 

Presently Uncle Sam and the Du 
Pont company began building a huge 
war factory in central Washington. 
The Richland Irrigation project, a 

A Rurdl TOd$! to ... 
THE MOST REV. JULES B. 

JEANMARD, Bishop of Lafay
ette, upon the dual silver jubilee 
of his Episcopacy and of the 
erection of the Diocese of La,
fayette. 

THE MOST REV. BERNARD 
GRIFFIN, D.D., Archbishop of 
Westminster. 

THE MOST REV. GERARD C. 
MURRAY, D.D., Coadjutor Arch
bishop of Winnipeg. 

THE VER¥ REV. JOSEPH P. 
ZUERCHER, S.J., Provincial of 
the Missouri Province of the So
ciety of Jesus. 

THE VERY REV. WILLIAM A. 
ROBBINS, O.M.I., Provincial of 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

5,000-acre district raising much the 
same crops as those that prosper at John Lamson bought 20 acres six 
Kennewick, and having much the years ago on the Highl§lnds for $17.50 
same kind of soil, was inside the area an acre. Later he bought another 
marked out to be taken over and five acres, with buildings. In 1942 
purchased from the numerous prop- Lamson's little farm, produced mint 
erty owners for the' government fac- oil, pigs, poultry and milk. It isn't 
tory. Farmers and people iii the for sale no~ at $50 ~n acre or even 
town of Richland both had to move., at $100. Thmgs weren t so good when 
Several of the farmers took pra~ti- ~,he fir~t mov~don, but he wouldn:t 
cally the shortest route possible and v trade ]O?S ~th anyone today. This 
arrived on the Kennewick Highlands place SUits hIm O.K. 
project. After while this district was Lee Boutelle is another of the lucky 
filled up, with some land buyers over- ones who got some of the Kennewick 
flowing onto the nearby Columbia and Highlands acres a few years back 
Franklin county projects. While these when they were seIling cheap. Bou

two projects still have some room left 
and can' accommodate more settlers, 
the Highlands' directors have hung 
up the S.R.O. sign. They have sold 
out! They won't have any more 
room now until the big extension to 
their project, planned for some day in I 

the near future, is built. The result 
is that even some of the improved 
farms on the Highlands have changed 
hands-and at pretty high prices. 
Even so, for the present at least, those 
prices are being justified by the yields 
obtained. 

telle, a construction man for many 
years, working wherever the job de
manded, looking for a place where he 
and his family could settle down, 
bought raw sagebrush on the High
lands eight years ago. Today, it's a 
beauty spot-neat, white cottage on 
a side hill, with trim, greep. lawn, 
flanked by 220 peach trees in rows 
straight as a string, four acres of 
prunes and eight acres of asparagus. 

Just visit the Kennewick Highlands 
if you want to see what can be done 
on the central Washington projects 
that are not yet fully settled with 
farmers and it will give an idea, too, 
about the possibilities on thousands 
of acres of sagebrush land to come 
under irrigation in the future in that 
area. Not a bad place to be if you 
want good irrigation farming where 
the climate is pretty nice. 

The Northwest 
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A RURAL PARISH 
Stelling PUI/(S, JI. 

A BOUT twenty miles due west of 
Toledo, Ohio, on Route 20, is 

a country crossroad. This is Car
agher, a small rural community which 
has recently changed its name to 
Assumption, Ohio, named for St. 
Mary of the Assumption Church, 
whose parish buildings occupy the 
southeast corner of this country 
crossroad, just three miles south of 
the Michigan border. Pastor of this 
parish of two hundred farm families 
is Rev. Joseph Fridolin Frommherz, 
who hi the ten years of his pastorate 
there has ministered faithfully and 

·lovingly not only to the spiritual 
needs of his people but to their tem
poral . needs as well. This is most 
definitely shown by his labors in in
spiring and educating his people in 
the benefits of the parish credit 
union, around which the economic 
affairs of parishioners now gravitate. 
We feel confident that this pastor 
subscribes to the sentiment of an
other humble credit union pastor, 
Father Rothlauf of New York City, 
who several years ago wrote us: "You 
might tell the priests with whom you 
come in contact, that their people 
will love them more than ever when 
the pastor interests himself in the 
material welfare of his flock by start
ing a parish credit union." 

In 1935 Father Frommherz inves
tigated the structure and operation of 
credit unions and their adaptability 
to a rural parish where the needs 
of the people are different from those 

prevailing in an urban parish. After 
considerable study also of the relative 
merits of incorporating under Ohio 
laws or under the federal act, he 
made the choice of the latter charter 
and on January 29, 1936, St. Mary's 
Parish (Caragher) Federal Credit 
Union No. 934 was organized, their 
charter being dated January 8, 1936. 
Eight years later, on Sunday, Jan
uary 25, 1944, this rural cooperative 
credit and thrift society reported at 
its annual meeting, total assets of 
over $89,000. Of the seventy or more 
parish credit unions in Ohio, St. 
Mary's at Caragher is apparently the 
first one to be established and un
doubtedly leads all others in total 
assets. 

St. Mary's Parish' Credit Union 
now has four hundred fifty-thre~ of a 
potential membership of about "twelve 
hundred. Of these four hundred fifty
three members, one hundred thirty
two are children who have savings 
amounting to about $4,000. Also 
enrolled as members are several par
ish societies and the parish itself. 

Business hours of the credit union 
for loan applications, payments on 
loans and deposits on savings are 
after the Masses on Sundays and on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings from 
eight to ten o'clock in the school 
basement. Additional emergency 
service is obtainable at the parish 
house, where· Father Frommherz as 
practical adviser and assistant treas
urer of the credit union anxiously 
awaits the opportunity to aid any of 
his people with their financial and 
other problems. 

Incidentally St. Mary's Parish was 
the scene in 1893 of the first labors, 
as a priest, of Right Reverend' Mon
signor John A. Schaffeld, affection~ 
ately known, even today, as "Father 
John." Monsignor Schaffeld, Decem
ber 17, 1942, celebrated the golden 
jubilee of his ordination. A few weeks 

previously he sponsored the 
union which was organized in 
parish, St. Michael's of Cleveland. 

Father Frommherz is a short 
slightIybuilt priest of about fIf~ 
years, who radiates hospitality, kind_ 
liness and devotion to duty. lie 
seems to never tire in his discussion of 
the credit union and he appears to 
have verified for himself the reflec_ 
tions of the great Desjardins, Who, 
shortly after forming the first parish 
credit union on this continent at 
Levis, Quebec, in 1900, said to his 
wife, "If this cooperative batik is a 
success, it will prove the basis of a 
whole system of economic institu
tions, which will help the working and 
rural classes throughout the country, 

'classes which have been neglected 
and even ruined by lucre and usury, 
classes which I pity with all my 
heart and to which I want to do good 
for the rest of my days." 

Father Frommherz also subscribes 
to the sentiment so well expressed by 
Desjardins shortly before his death 
in 1920: "The object of the credit 
union is to complete the unity of the 
parish. Up to now the parish has 
lacked unity because there was not 
provisibn made for the economic 
needs of the group of individuals 
comprised within its limits. This lack 
the credit union is called upon to fill 
by establishing a reserve of savings 
and credit at the disposal of all hon
est people within the parish, by pro
moting a spirit of thrift and by creat
ing-by means of the savings thus 
accumulated-a source of credit for 
members of the credit union." 

Father Frommherz has more than 
once assured skeptical pastors that 
not. only does the credit union not 
adversely affect the financial support 
of the parish, but that ever since the 
credit union came to the parish the 
people's interest in the church and 
their financial support of the parish 
have definitely and adequately in
creased. 

Most interesting and commendable 
in the practices of this credit union 
is their annual (instead of the re
quired biennial) audit of members' 
pass-books and the monthly (instead 
of the required quarterly) audit of 
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union's books by the su
Further, none 

of thls credit union re
salary for their services, 

they are generously reCOII\
their expenses incurred in 

of their duties. Budget 
is liberal and adequate 

parish sustains most of this 
only $10 being contributed 

union. 
of its size this credit union 

does make a few loans se
by first mortgages on farm 

. In 1943 they made about 
of these loans. However, 

of the ninety-two loans made 
were for the usual consumer 

such as doctor, hospital, edu-
etc., and for financing pur

of farm supplies such as seed, 
fertilizer and equipment and 

parish as well as other types of credit 
unions is their rate on lo~s. Their 
highest rate is 6 per cent per annum 
on loans up to $200; 5 per cent on 
loans up to $500; and 4 per cent on 
loans up to $4,000. This is equivalent 
to monthly rates starting downwards 

from .0 per cent per month. These 
are the lowest credit union rates we 
ever heard of and we suspect they 
are the lowest of any of the 10,000 
credit unions in the United States. 
Notwithstanding these low rates this 
credit union paid a 3 per cent divi
dent to shareholders amounting to 

THE VOLUNTEER WAY 
E~H.8(//(/(eh 

IF A tomorrow came when all the 
farm youth in America, tired of 

toil, turned their backs on the good 
earth for jobs in the city, and city 
youth saw no life work future on the 
soil, then in a generation our great 
America would grow sick unto death. 

But if the tomorrow comes and 
best-minded farm' youth, seeing their 
country's future in the soil, and catch
ing the romance and adventure of the 
cultivated and cultured out-of-doors, 
set their lives to master it, and with 
them city youth who understood, then 
in a generation our greatest era of 
production and culture might come 
to pass. 

One of the, great truths is that 
every person in America has a stake 
in the cultivated out-of-doors, and in 
the youngsters who grow up to work 
and sustain it. 

I have little sympathy for those 
who want every farm boy to stay on 
the farm and every city boy to stay 
away. But certainly rural America 
deserves the opportunity to meet 

competition and win its fair share of 
America's best minds on its own rich 
merits. Out of the abundance of Amer
ican life a rich table of knowledge is 
set for youth. Every American op
portunity is there, both rural and 
urban; things of the spirit, things to 
learn and do. But if denied the free 
right to choose or understanding 
aduItl' to advise and serve, a youth 
could well say, "Thou hast prepared 
a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies." Rural people and 
those who love and understand coun
try life have a clear responsibility to 
work with this boy, help him appre
ciate rural life, help him become 
aware that agriculture is a rich ele
ment in the national diet, and at the 
same time lead him to every worth
while educational experience possible. 
The rural youth serving agencies are 
ready to help. 

The Boy Scouts of America shares 
this responsibility with the churches, 
schools, libraries, 4-H Clubs and Fu
tureFarmers in furnishing its pro-
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a little over $1,200 for the year just 
ended. 

This parish credit union is also an 
authorized issuing agent of war 
bonds, and has amongst its own as
sets $21,000 worth of these bonds. 

In its eight-year history this credit' 
union has loaned to its members 
$177,667. , 

Attendance at this credit union's 
annual meeting and learning first
hand of the cooperative efforts of this 
group impels one to the observation 
of the pagan Roman officer in the 
story of Fabiola, who said: "See how 
those Christians love and help one 
another." 

Can credit unions be organized and 
operated successfully in rural com
munities? Father Frommherz has 
the answers and the proof that they 
can, as he looks forward hopefully' 
to tpe next possible step in coopera
tive enterprise. 

gram and in recruiting and training 
the necessary number of men and 
women to serve. 

The out-of-door program of Scout
ing deals with the crafts of both the 
native and the cultivated out-of
doors, both with woodcraft and with 
agriculture in its broadest and most 
adventuresome sense. For example, a 
Scout Troop's outdoor program, be
side rich activities in camping, cook
ing, pioneering, woodcraft, and the 
tree, plant, bird and animal lore in 
the native woodland contains also 
projects in such areas as soils, forest 
farming, conservation, gardening, 
erosion control, animal industry, in
sect life and dozens of other subjects 
of importance in the open country
side. 

The Boy Scouts of America ren
ders service and aid through 3,600 
volunteer district committees, making 
up 540 local councils. Scouting shares 
the faith of other agencies that the 
volunteer way is a vital important 
way of training America's youth. 
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SISTER SERV ANT* low-eyed men roaming the streets of 
Paris for food and returning to the' 
dark, unventilated hovels at nigh~ 
with nothing to offer their starvin 
families. The rich moved in thei;' 
own glittering circles, oblivious of the 
wretchedness left in the wake of their 
extravagant spending. The poor were 
merely those to whom the fashionable 
ladies took food or visited once a 
week in the name of charity. Louise 
like her friends, visited the poor and 
the sick of Paris, but differed from 
them in that she had a genuine sym_ 
pathy for the unfortunate and tended 
them with the sure knowledge of a 
born nurse. 

CfJlD/ RemingtDn ' 

A s LIM, poorly - clad woman 
passed through the crowded 

wards of a great hospital in Paris. In 
spite of her shabby dress, she had 
about her a dignity and assurance 
that inspired the respect of every pa
tient she stopped to soothe. The sick 
and dying knew her merely as a 
woman of mer~y and kindness, eager 
to relieve their sufferings. This com
parative anonymity was not unusual, 
for a less spectacular person has never 
been r~ised to the altar. It is only 
we who live three hundred years later 
who recognize this woman as a saint 
-Saint Louise de Marillac, founder 
of the Sisters of Charity. 

Louise was born in 1591. As 'her 
mother died soon afterward, she be
came the special care of her father. ' 
He delighted in the companionship of 
his shy, sensitive daughter, and as 
she grew older the two spent many 
happy hours together. He was the 
charming storyteller, she the en
chanted listener. Her large, intelli
gent eyes contemplated him gravely 
as he recounted his adventures at 
court, where he held a high military 
post. The first great sorrow of 

*The fourth in a series by students of St. 
Mary's College of Notre Dame. This study has 
been based on the recent biography, St. Louis 
de Marillac, by M. V. Woodgate. 

Numberless little practices of devo
tion that are common (or at least 
were common), with the Russian-Ger
mans living in Ellis County, Kansas, 
are of special interest. The people' 
frequently pray with outstretched 
arms either in their homes or in the 
church, in memory of our Lord's 
agony on the cross. The Angelus is 
recited when the Angelus bell rings, 
and it is a familiar sight to see people 
pause from their work to recite the 
short prayer. Prayers before and after 
meals are said aloud, the father of 
the famlly usually leading them. Night 
prayers are likewise recited in com
mon. Children frequently ask for their 
parents' blessing before they leave 
home either to be married or to be 
away from home for any length of 
time. 

The Catholic Family Monthly 
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Louise's life was the death of this 
father whom she loved so dearly.· 
The thirteen-year-old girl had lost her 
closest friend, and it was only through 
the affectionate understanding of her 
uncle, a quiet and learned chancellor 
at court, that the wound of her fath
er's death was healed. 

Like many girls of serious disposi
tion' Louise had a youthful desire to 
be a nun. She even" took a vow to 
enter a cloister, choosing with the ar
rogance of the young the most austere 
order she could find-the Capuchins. 
Although she knew she was not strong 
enough to withstand the hardships of 
their life, their refusal of her petition 
seemed an ,almost unbearable trial. 
"Don't worry," her uncle consoled 
her, "your future need not-be decided 
upon now. There wiIl be time enough 
to consider that ,later. Just liv~ fr9m. 
day to day, my dear." Louise .tOok 
this sane advice, and the years passed 
in a round of pleasant activity. 

Unlike most women who are des
tined to fo u n d religious orders, 
Louise's marriage was not one of con
vention, but of choice. She deeply 
loved the man who became her hus
band, Antoine Ie Gras. A highly re
spected bourgeois, he wished her to 
enjoy the pleasures his wealth could 
provide. A year after their marriage, 
a son, Michael,' was born to them. 
Louise, with the instincts of every 
mother, bestowed the most tender and 
watchful love on this child, who even 
from earliest infancy was extremely 
delicate. 

As time went on, Louise was nor
mally busy and happy in the care of 
her son and the management of her 
large house. She attended court re
ceptions with her husband, who was 
secretary to the queen. She was ac
customed to the deferential obedience 
of servants, the rustle of silks, the 
gay and witty conversation of the 
banquet table. Mademoisellet Ie Gras 
was a person to be envied by the hol-

Although she was so happily sit
uated, it was unavoidable that she 
sl].ould experience the ordinary trials 
of married life. It was during these 
moments of distress that Louise re
membered the youthful vow to be a 
nun-the vow she had never kept. 
She tortured herself with the thought 
that God was punishing her for what 
seemed to her a great infidelity. She 
was oppressed by morbid fears and 
worries because of what she consid
ered her own g rea t sinfulness. 
Louise's suffering was even more 
acute when her son proved to be per" 
verse and wilful and her husband's 
health failed. It was during his ill
ness that the only extraordinary 
event which ever happened m her life 
took place. She was kneeling in a 
church quite near her home, invoking 
the aid of Saint Francis de Sales who 
had died during her lifetime. As she 
prayed, a voice told her that one day 
she would belong to a religious order 
vowed to the service of the poor. She 
saw, then, as in a picture, a house 
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women dressed as I!uns were 
and out. The voice prom
help, although this help 

come from someone for whom 
feel aversion at first. The 

faded, but the feeling of peace 

and happiness and relief remained. 
Only one question was in her mind. 
How could nuns go in and out of their 
convent? At that time all religious 
orders were cloistered or contempla
tive, and a nun had never been seen 
on the street or mingling with men 
and women. 

Yet Louise did not for one moment 
doubt the reality of the vision, and 
the memory of it strengthened her 
during the last months of her hus
band's illness. At this time she often 
turned for spiritual guidance to 
Bishop Le Camus, a famous director 
of souls. It was a sad shock to her to 
learn that during the period she 
needed him most he would be away 
from Paris. Always thoughtful of his 
friends, he had asked a young priest, 
Father Vincent, to take over the spir
itual direction of Louise. In the per
spective and knowledge of a later age 
we know this simple Father Vincent 
became the great Saint Vincent de 
Paul. Louise, however, knew him 
only as a priest who said Mass at a 
church she attended and for whom 
she had conceived a definite dislike. 
He seemed to her rigid, unsympathet
ic, and cold. 

Shortly afterward Antoine died 
leaving Louise with ~ grief that wa~ 
almost inconsolable. Her only com
pensation was that she could give her
self more freely to the poor. It was 
then that the events foretold in the 
vision began to be realized. Her early 
dislike of Father Vincent changed as 
s~e gained a better understanding of 
hIm and his work. 

To understand that great work and 
to appreciate its creative nature, one 

has to interpret it in the light of the 
period. One hears that Louise was' 
the co-founder with Father Vincent 
of the Sisters of Charity. It is the 
conditions of the time which rp.ake 
the foundation of this kind of relig
ious order historically important. Be
fore their time, an active order was 
unheard of; such an establishment 
would have been a daring innovation. 
Yet there was a great necessity for an 
organization which could dedicate it
self wholly to the care of the poor. 
While many wealthy women offered 
their services to Father Vincent and 
Louise, their work alone was inade
quate, hampered as it was by the de
mands of their social life, their fre
quent thoughtlessness, their lack of 
method, and their ignorance of the 
conditions of poverty. 

The most efficient workers among 
the poor and sick were the young 
peasant girls whom Louise trained in 
her. home. Here she taught them to 
read, to cook, to sew, ,\nd most impor
tant, she took them with ,her on her 
visits to the poor. They watched and 
learned while Louise, with the inn~te 
skill of a born nurse, gave the sick 
physical and spiritual comfort. When 
Louise finally persuaded Father Vin
cent to consent to a schedule if not to 
a rule, the regulation of her house 
was to rise at four. The day was 
spent in work and prayer, for Father 
Vincent believed that neither could 
exist without the other. The work 
was hard, but the house was filled 
with an atmosphere of humility, love, 
unselfishness, and happiness. Sunday 
afternoons were eagerly anticipated, 
for it was then that Father Vincent 
gave his conferences to the girls, con
ferences which have since become fa
mous. The girls, shy at first, soon 
warmed to his friendliness. The con
ferences were often enlivened by 
Father Vincent's gift for story-telling 
and mimicry. His happiest hours 
were spent here in Louise's bare par
lor, for he himself was of peasant ori
gin, and he liked nothing so much as 
the genuineness and simplicity of his· 
own class. 

The work of Father Vincent and 
Louise in the Hotel Dieu, a large hos
pital in Paris, was one of their great
est reforms. This was accomplished 
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only after many obstacles had been 
overcome. Legend and art almost in
variably represent Father Vincent 
with an infant in his arms and chil
dren clinging to him, but historical 
documents prove that it was Louise 
who took on the real responsibility for 
the care of the foundlings In Paris: 
Here again were encountered almost 
insurmountable difficulties. To Louise 
were left the practical arrangements; 
upon her rested the responsibility of 
contending with the endless problems 
and difficulties that always arise 
where little infants are concerned. 
Add to this the care of sick galley 
slaves who had been treated so cruel
ly that they were almost beastial, and 
one realizes the tremendous physical· 
strain Louise must have 'been under. 

Yet as each new problem came be
fore her, she was ready to help. When 
France was torn by civil war' and ref~ 
ugees from the ravaged districts of 
the country poured into Paris, it was 
the Sisters of Charity who undertook 
to feed as many as they could reach 
and to relieve their suffering from 
smallpox and other plagues which 

. swq:>t through the city in epidemic 
wives. 

Although Louise was united with 
our Savior more clpsely as the years 
passed, she did not enjoy a constant 
delight in this union. She often sank 
into moods of melancholy verging on 
despair. She was constantly op
pressed by a sense of overpowering 
guilt for her own great sinfulness. 
This natural scrupUlosity of dispo"i~ 
tion would undoubtedly have devel
oped into a morbid state had she not 
offered her suffering to God in submis-

sion to her spiritual director. Her 
son also caused her grave anxiety, for 
this upward and perverse boy seemed 
to become more confirmed in evil 
every day. As she had blamed her
self for her husband's suffering years 
ago, she now blamed herself for her 
son's shortcomings. Father Vincent 
wrote to her with characteristic aus
terity, "Never have I seen anyone, 
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Mademoiselle, who takes the blame 
for others as you do. In the name of 
God, correct yourself of the habit and 
remember that the defects of the chil~ 
dren are not always imputed to the 
parents." Although Louise had strug
gled constantly against her moods of 
depression, she never fully conquered 
them. Indeed this humiliatmg suffer
ing seemed rather to increase with her 
last illness. 

The way in which this most hidden 
and most ordinary of all saintly lives 
came to an end was as commonplace 
as almost everything else thatcharac
terized it. The immediate cause of 
Louise's death was gangrene which 
set in after she had injured her arm 
in a fall. During the last months of 
her life, in an age when anesthetics 
were unknown, she submitted to 
many painful operations. These bun
gled efforts aggravated rather than 
relieved het suffering. 

In these last months two great joys 
were some compensation for· all she 
suffered. One was the knowledge that 
her Sisters of Charity had spread 
throughout all France and even as far 
as Poland. The other was that her 
son had married an admirable young 
woman of whom she fully approved, 
and who succeeded in developing his 
latent good qualities. In one of 
Louise's hours of greatest pain, her 
son with his wife and'little daughter 
came to see her. It gave Louise great 
comfort to see that her prayers for 
this beloved child had at last been 
answered. 

And so Louise de Marillac's life 
closed, as undramatically as it had 
been lived. "Gentleness is suffering 
in repose," one biographer has com
mented in the words of Ruysbroeck. 
The aphorism might well have been 
Louise's own motto. Father Vincent 
who had always treated her with se
verity so that he might never spoil the 
detachment and freedom of her spirit, 
could not speak of her to the Sisters 
of Charity without tears. In canon
izing her in 1934, Pope Pius XI said 
most fittingly, "To die to herself that 
she might live to Jesus Christ, such 
was the sole object of her whole life." 

tSinee Louise's, husband did not belong to the 
nobility, Louise became on her marriage "Ma
demoiselle" Ie Gras instead of Madame. Cf. 
M. V. Woodgate, P. 17. 
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DON'T COUNT YOUR CH,ICKS 
Sister M. Bernice, f.S.P.A. 

W HEN the Caldecott Medal was 
given to Virginia Lee Burton 

for her exquisite book The Little 
House, it seemed to be the signal 
for an increasing number of very out-

standing juvenile writers to g~ their 
attention to books concetned with 
popularizing rural life. During the 
past year, book after book has come 
out, beautifully illustrated and su

. perbly Written, in which the message 
of the Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence has been echoed and re-echoed. 

A new book by Kate Seredy is al
ways good news, but when that new 
book has to do with the superior life 
in the country, it is doubly good news. 
And that is just what we find in The 
Open Gate, written and illustrated 
by this author (Viking, $2.50). Kate 
Seredy has long been accepted as one 
of the most outstanding of the writers 
in the juvenile field. She was awarded 
the Newbery Medal in 1938. 

The Open Gate is ·based on ex
perience, for Kate Seredy lives on a 
farm in Orange County, New York, 
and so knows whereof she writes. 

Another author, who has won dis
tinction because of his worthwhile 
stories for children, Valenti Angelo, 
has used the fascination of the rural 
life as a background for his story, 
Look Out Yonder (Viking, $2.00). 
It is the story of a family who move 

froIrt Kansas to California, and suf. 
fer much / hardship along the way. 
The memory of "the good earth" is 
so strong that they have a strong 
desire to get back to the soil. Along 
with this is a friendliness and humor 
and a sense of the complete living 
that will be possible when they are 
on a farm of their own. 

Another book that will delight any
one, but will especially be enjoyed 
by thCise who have an appreciation of 
animal, life, is Don't Count Your 
Chicks (Doubleday Doran $2.50). 
The story is based on the old Ameri
can saying: "Don't count your chick
ens before they're hatched." But Ingri 
d' Aulaire and Edgar Parin d' Aulaire, 
who wrote and illustrated the book 
and who come from NQrway, know 
the idea as "Remember the old wom
an with the eggs." It is the story of a 
hen who laid an egg a day. When 
there were thirty-six, the old woman 
who bwns the hen takes the eggs to 
market and on .the· way plans what is 
to be done with the money. The pic
tures are delightful and every page 
is filled with wholesome humor. 

All of these books have come out 
within the past few months. Finally 
we have books that will help pro
mote in the minds of young people the 
ideals of the Catholic Rural Life Con
ference. It is true that one might 
wish in some of these books that the 
author had gone just a little farther 
and stressed the spiritual ideals. For
tunately, we now have a single book 
in the Catholic field that has done 
this. It is Sister Julianna's Pattem 
for Tomorrow (Bruce, $2.00). This 
is a must book for every juvenile 
library. 

Through a well planned reading 
program, something may be done to 
stop the human erosion that has bee~ 
caused by man leaving thf: soil. It IS 

heartening to know that the best 
writers in the juvenile field are giving 
their attention to this vital problem. 
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CONFERENCE AFFAIRS 
The Scene: Chicago, the change-train place of the Nation. 

Morrison Hotel: Walnut Room and Parlor F 

January 10, 11, 12. 1944 

lillcfallf-,JlI Cooperative Meeting 
hundred years ago a handful of weavers spun warp 

dressed a loom, and wove a pattern ill a base
room on Toad Lane in Rochdale, England. It was 

lI.'ZJ""U~- act; i~ was Christian; it was the beginning 
modern cooperative movement. 

,:,This is the Centennial year, so we shall celebrate. Cath
~lics must participate. They owe it to themselves and 
to the movement. Here are the plans. A committee has 
been formed. The Honorary Chairman is Bishop Muench; 
cO-Chairmen, Father Leo R. Ward, C.S.C., Notre Dame, 
and Monsignor Ligutti; Secretary, Miss Mary Dooling. 
The committee is sponsored by the Queen's work and the 
N.C.R.L.C. 

Here are some of the ambitious plans: 
. A book to be written with contributions from Catholic 

authors; 
A one- or two-day commemorative program to be held 

probably at some Catholic College; 
A Catholic Rural celebration during the summer at 

Westphalia, Iowa; 
A series of leaflets explaining the relationship between 

Catholic teaching and the cooperative movement; 
General educational propaganda on the parish level, for 

grade and high schools and college$. 

Tuesday-Rural Life Schools 
Father Martin, O.S.B., is the man of the time and the' 

hour when it comes to planning Schools and Institutes. 
The Schools will lead off with Monsignor Lerschen at 

the helm. It will be a cliniC of work done. 
Marquette will go practiCal: what has been done; how 

it was done; what is to be done. 
In the East will be Maryknoll; ConnectiCut; and prob

ably the Oblates-priests and seminarians. 
A new approach will be made in Ohio with Deanery 

meetings for priests and laity, and one-day Institutes for 
Sisters. 

A new field will open up in Texas where there will be 
a School for lay people-all farmers, and all from one 
county. 

Institutes on Rural Life and Cooperation are planned 
in San Francisco and Fresno~ 

A traditional Rural Life School is scheduled for Atchi
son, Kansas. 

Probably Philadelphia and Scranton will hold one-day 
Institutes. 

Montezuma seminarians and Santa Fe priests will re
peat. 

Indianapolis takes on Institutes for teaching Sisters 
under the leadership of Father Marchino, the Diocesan 
Director. 
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Peru's Abbey has Father Hilary, O.S.B., to plan the 
three days. 

Father Charles, O.S.B., RiChardton, will venture into 
the field of training the laity. 

The Ladies of the Grail will probably conduct two 
training courses for college girls. 

At St. John's a limited group of students for advanced 
training is expected. 

Tentative plans are under way for other Dioceses. 
These add up to twenty-five Schools and Institutes 

during the course of one summer. 

Wednesday-Executive Committee and 
Advisory Board 
Here is the roll that answered present to the first call (')f 

the new President, Bishop Schlarman . 
Most Rev. Aloisius J. Muench, D.D ....... Bishop of. Fargo 
Most Rev. Vincent J. Ryan, D.D ....... Bishop of. Bismarck 

• ¥9st Rev. John H. Peschges, D.D ..... Bishop of Crookston 
Very Rev. Geo. J. HUdner, V.F ....... Villa Ridge, Missouri 
Miss Miriam "Marks .................. Washington, D. C. 
Mr. Frank Bruce' .................. Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Rev. Louis N. Zirbes..... . ....... North Lake, Wisconsin 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. t... p. L1gutti ............ Des ¥oines, Iowa 
Miss Dorothy Willni'Yl ................ St. Louis, Missouri 
Rev. John T. Shields ...................... Aledo, illinois 
Very Rev. Msgr. Henry B. Schnelten ..... Brussels, illinois 
Very Rev. Msgr. Hubert Lerschen .... , .. Rayne, Louisiana 
,Rev. Raymond Marchino ............ Washington, Indiana 
Rev. James J.Navagh ................ Buffalo, New Xork 
Rev. JosephV. Urbain .................. ~Hamllton, Ohio 
Mr; Joseph J. Trainer ............... Trenton, New Jersey 
Mr. Martin Salm ..................... Chilton, Wis-consin 

The business was varied indeed! 
A liturgiCal welcome was extended by the President. 
A report was made by the Executive Secretary. 
The Most Reverend President led the discussion on 

Constitution, By-Laws and Incorporation. 
After a refreshing luncheon with Monsignor Morrison, 

the charming Holy Name Cathedral Pastor, as guest, 
there was more business. 

The financial reports of Father Zirbes and Mrs. Bid
dison were heard. 

A discussion of the Trust Fund procedure followed. 
Father N avagh gave an account of his work and the 

Rural Mission activities in the Buffalo Diocese. 
Father Shields of Aledo, Illinois, explained the Aledoc 

Peoria plan of religious instruction directly and by cor
respondence. 

Almost everybody else had a report to give. Miss Marks 
and Miss Willman talked on the Family and Youth. Con
siderable discussion developed on the subject of lay par
ticipation with Martin Salm and Joe Trainer at the fore. 

The next Executive Committee and Advisory Board 
meeting will be held in Des Moines at the National Head
quarters. 
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TO AND FROM, THE EDITORS 

We Mouln ... 
THE MOST REV. JAMES J. HARTLEY, 

D.O., Bishop of Columbus. 

THE MOST REV. FRANCIS W. HOWARD, . 
D.O., Bishop of Covington. 

Dear Editors: 

I am moved to write a word of ap
preciation for your excellent paper 
LAND AND HOME because it is realis
tic, optimistic, and most constructive. 
So much of Catholic writing in our 
contemporary press is wishful waiting 
and denunciation. Yout articles, and 
particularly your illustrations, so 
vigorous and vital, bring us the very 
breath of the hills from home-a land 
renewed by faith and work. 

Cordially, 
]. P. M. 

Dear 111 onsignor : 

Saturday last whily looking over 
the editorial page of the New York 
City Herald-Tribune, I chanced upon 
the editorial "Church's Plan for Rur
al Living." It is a well-written piece 
and splendid publicity for your mag
nificent project. 

I have lived in both country and 
city and have added up the advan
tages and disadvantages of each. The 
totals tell me that the dignity of the 
average man decrease? proportionate
ly with the largeness of 'the city in 
which he lives. I suppose those who 
plan mass production of this or that 
could, if put to it, write quite a brief 
justifying the large aggregation of 
people to one spot but the price the 
worker pays in the process, to wit, the 
shriveling of many of his talents to 
the detriment of his whole growth, is 
terrific. And only once in a while 
does he suspect he has missed a 
chance at the happiness the develop
ment of an appetite in him would 
have brought. 

Sincerely yours, 
]. F. C. 

Dear Editor: 

When we contemplate the world
wide problems' which are sure to .come 
with peace, we are overwhelmed with 
the thought that our spiritual life has 
slipped to such a low level that we 
face the possibility of losing America 
even though we win the war. Thou
sands of American children are being 
deprived of the very foundation upon 
which the structure of a strong Amer
ica must be built-home life. Many 
a child does not enjoy even one meal 
a day with the other members of the 
family. Fathers and mothers are 
working while children are permitted 
to shift for themselves. While this 
is mostly true of homes in the cities, 
yet it is setting the stage for some 
serious problems which are certain to 
follow. Our only hope is through the 
active work of organizations such as 
yours. \Ve must rally all our spiritual 
forces if we are going· to ufhold 
American traditions. . ~. 

E.L.B. 

Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
Week before last I finished a mis

sion in one of your rural districts in 
Iowa. What a wonderful country! 
And what fine people! If the health 
of our nation is to be preserved, we 
have to look fo~ the stimulants from 
that source. 

Sincerely yours, 
M.H.W. 

Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 

What? 
It is a "refresher course" We need! 

Who? 
It should be for religious teacher 

of history and of the social sciences~ 
Why? 

So many of us got our viewpoint 
from secular university professors of 
the "positivistic" school of thought 
either directly or from Catholic Col~ 
lege teachers whQ never "got over" 
their own indoctrination at that 
source. How can we prepare the 
minds and hearts of our young people 
in city and country to build a: Chris
tian social and economic world after 
this war, unless we are on fire with 
the milk and beauty of Christ's prin
ciples- applied to human living? 

How? 
Won't you please arrange for such 

a Christian "refresher course" as will 
give us: 
1. The broad sweeps of the historical 

background for our present di
lemna; 

2. The basic economic errors in our 
individualistic set-up; 

3. And the clear evidence of human 
mi~eries resulting from these con
ditions. Then, of course, we would 
like; 

4. Corresponding courses in the rem
edies; 

5. And finally the philosophical and 
theological principles involved in 
both errors and remedies. 

All of this could be with or without 
benefit of college credits. Most of us 
have our B.A. or M.A. What we need 
now is not "education" so much as 
knowledge and wisdom. These never 
were subject to accreditation agen
cies! 

When? 
Now Mother Generals and School 

Supervisors in our religious communi
ties are planning summer activities 
for us. They are eager to have their 
Sisters and Brothers advance in the 
field of Catholic philosophy and its 
application to Christian living. Your 
organization has the leadership, or
ganization, and rural institutes to 
serve this need. 

Please? Thank you for considering 
our need. Sister A.B. 
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TIV ATING CULTURE 
AGRICUL TURE 

dictionary defines culture as 
the enlightenment and refinement 

acquired by intellectual and 
aesithE~tlC training. According to the 

on Rural Life, culture 
the results of a harmo

nious development of man's moral, 
inteliectual. and aesthetic faculties. 
Culture has a variety of meanings in 
various uses. However, if we were to 
understand the word gentleman in the 
correct sense of the word, we would 
aptly describe him as one who has 
attained culture. We do not mean 
by gentleman, one who must walk 
with his head above the masses, fear., 
ing to soil his immaculate hands or 
clothes; or hesitant to help with a 
neighboring hand. On the other hand, 
one does not necessarily need a speak
ing acquaintance with Cicero or New
man. 

Culture is a combination of the 
characteristics of the gentleman" ar
tist, and saint. (Manifesto on Rural 
Life.) 

It is reflected· in the philosophy 
of life and the manner of thinking. 
It considers both spiritual and ma
terial good. 

Rural culture reflects itself in 
manners, neatness, and beauty about 
the farm, in appreciation of better 
things, of music, art, literature, of 
community life and mutual interest' 
of gainful recreation and in virtuou~ 
living in particular.' Therefore the 
true culture will be based on a spirit
ual foundation. To the farm family, 
c.ulture offers fuller appreciation of 
hfe. It shows itself in the respect of 
one member of the family for an
other, and for the life around it. 

The great obstacle which threatens 
the intellectual, aesthetic, and moral 
progress, materialism, must first be 
overcome. This is one of the areat
est evils that faces the farmer t~day. 

What is materialism? It is an ex
cessive concern for material develop
ment; making matter in varying de
grees one of the first considerations 

6f life. It fosters ,the tendency to 
consider the soul as a' phase of or
ganized material substance. 

The culture which is most q.nti- . 
materialistic is spiritual or moral cul-' 
ture. Man's first habitat on earth 
was a garden. The Bible makes fre
quent mention of the soil and the 
things of the soil. There are accounts 
of wars, and travels, and building, 
and constant battIe between goodness 
and evil, but always one can sense 
the presence of the countryside, and 
the high place that farming held in 
the minds of the people. 

In the New Testament the atten
tion that is given to farming is just 
as noticeable. When Our Lord came 
to earth, He did not choose the 
thriving metropolis as His home; 
rather He chose the countryside of 
Galilee. He chose not Jerusalem, 
but the modest village of Nazareth. 
Often do His parables deal with the 
vineyard, the vine and the branches, 
the shepherd, and the sheepfold, and 
the grain and the harvest. 

The. Church possesses one of the 
most real objects of His love in the 
Eucharist, and to the farmer is given 
the privilege of offering the two sub
stances necessary for this Gift. 

Akin to moral culture is intellec
tual culture, the improvement of the 
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mental faculty towards better living. 
If we interpret this improvement to 
mean a life devoted to study, then 
we must immediately point out that 
the time necessary for successful man
agement of the average farm does 

. not permit such an undertaking. But 
if on the other hand we interpret 
the word "improvement" as indica
tive of the learning which the aver
age man in the city has today, then 
we must recognize that the members 
of the average farm family today 
have an equal opportunity to enjoy 
intellectual culture. 

Social culture includes the rela
tion of agricultural society and cul
ture as a whole. There is a great 
stir today because of the breakup of 
the home life and its influence on the 
nation. The farm-home affords one 
of the bulwarks against this increas
ing danger. Farming is basically a 
family life, not a business. It· is a 
family life incorporated for the mu
tual assistance of each member in 
virtuous living and consequent con
tentment and happiness-where the 

'. family shares equally the burdens 
'a~d fruits of their livelihood. Chil
«fen grow up with respect for work 
and its necessity. They grow up 
surrounded by life of all varieties. 
Birth and death become familiar to 
them, and out of their experiences 
come a healthy understanding of 
life and a lasting sense of stability. 

Rural recreation has grown out of 
the demands of the farmers to satisfy 
their need for rest and relaxation. 
There is a growing popUlarity of 
study clubs, dramatic efforts, church 
societies, youth movements, scout 
clubs, 4-H clubs, musical festas, and 
school activities. The rural com
munity is gradually reaching out, 
and bids well for becoming socially 
self-subsistent as far as city culture 
is concerned. 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

A Farm Renter in Iowa for 27 
years, Chris Fuglsang, has attained 
the goal of a lifetime-a farm of his 
own--debt free. He attributes his' 
accomplishment to having had a "good, 
landlord." The story is one of hard 
work, proper planning and manage
ment, and saving in both good and 
hard times. Mr. Fuglsang, now 49, 
came to this country from Denmark 
when he was 16. 

On March 1st, he and his wife and 
a 16-year-old daughter will move to 
their 140-acre farm. He plans to take 
20 pure bred cows to the farm, feed 
40 or 50 head of beef cattle a year, 
seed the land to alfalfa and "just live 
and enjoy the place." 

Iowa Farm Register 

The JOeF', women's section of the 
Young Christian Workers, of Three 
Rivers, is following the example set 
in several other cities of Quebec and 
is organizing a special course for en
gaged girls to prepare them for mar
riage. The course will comprise some 
15 lectures and one will be given each 
week. Priests, doctors, notaries a,nd 
nurses will take part in giving the 
explanations of doctrine, psychology, 
physiology, law and economic prepa
ration for marriage. 

Three hundred and eighty-three 
Catholic marriages and not one single 
mixed marriage in the seventy-five 
years of its existence form the record 
of St. Rose's parish, St. Rose, TIlinois, 
which this year is observing its dia
mond jubilee. 

The Sisters of Service came to 
the Diocese of Fargo in 1939. They 
began classes in religious correspond
ence and to date have over 600 chil~ 
dren receiving lessons each week. Six 
hundred children means 600 adult 
Catholics 15 or 20 years from now. 
From these children will spring many 
of our Catholic leaders of tomorrow. 
What type of Catholic and citizen 
they become then depends to a large 
extent on the religious instruction 
they receive now.-Oatholic Action 
News. 

The Press Woman, edited by Ger
trude M. Puelicher of MilwaUkee, 
published a RuraZ Life Issue, January, 
1944. 

One hundred thousand farmers 
joined purchasing co-ops during the 
year 1943, bringing membership up 
to an alI-time high record of 1,270,000 
members. 

Christianized 4-B Clubs organ
ized in rural parishes are urged 
by the Most Rev. Alexander J. Mc
Gavick, Bishop of La Crosse. In a 
letter to district directors who are 
undertaking this work Bishop Mc
Gavick writes: "Of unique importance 
at this time, is the strong guarantee 
of the Christianized 4-H club against 
juvenile delinquency. The 4-H clubs 
occupy a position of national impor
tance among us, with youthful mem
bers standing out as the hope of the 
future in the cultivation of the soil 
and in the provision of our national 
sustenance." 

On a farm several 'miles out of 
Winkler, Manitoba, J. A. Guenther 
carries on the interesting and profit
able job of manufactuiing ~ed 
wheat. Guenther got the ide~ from 
a friend in SaskatChewan. It cost him 
an estimated $1,000 to experiment to 
the point where he could begin to pro
duce a saleable product. At the pres
ent time he uses about 5,000 bushels 
of wheat annually, 1,000 bushels of 
which is produced on his own farm 
which he operates in addition to his 
manufacturing business. Guenther 
employs one man and two boys be
sides himself and his own family.
Mennonite WeekZy Review. 

The little town of Reedley may 
have pointed the way to the solution 
of the problem of how best to put 
into operation the programs of . re
ligious instruction permitted under 
recent California legislation permit
ting the release of public school 
children for one hour a week. 

Dr. J. O. McLaughlin, principal of 
The Reedley High School, is given the 
principal credit for putting it into 
motion. He first polled parents to find 
out how many wished their children 
released for instruction. An hour was 
settled upon during which the . entire 
high school stUdent body was en
gaged in a study period. A like pro
gram was set for the elementary 
schools .. Now every Tuesday from 
11 a. m. until noon the Rev. John 
Walsh' of St. Anthony's Church and 
his assistant, Father McHugh, aided 
by two Sisters of the Holy Family, 
instructs 185 high school and elemen
tary school students. 

Parish-grown wheat Will be u 
in the manufacture of altar bre: 
to supply the altars of the RitZVilI 
(Washington) church and its e 
sions the whole year through ~ 
the next local harvest. The ceremon 
of bleSSing by the pastor, the Ret 
C. M. Depiere, took place in St. Agnes; 
church immediately after a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for the harvest._The 
Inland Register. 

The first CathOlic Rural COnfer_ 
ence in New Zealand was held at 
St. Patrick's College, Wellington 
The proceedings are of interest be.: 
cause they reveal how closely ruraI 
problems observed in other parts of 
the world resemble those in America. 
Archbishop O'Shea, S.M., delivered 
the inaugural address. 

Quoting from one of the speakers' 
"There is a wrong attitude toward~ 
the land and towards farming on the 
part of many of those enga&"ed in it. 
Farming is regarded as living off the 
land. It should be regarded as living 
on the land." 

ms Eminence Santiago Cardinal 
Copello, ,Archbfshop of Buenos Aires, 
has' set aside a portion of the money 
given to him on his episcopal silver 
jubilee, for the construction of 40 
low-cost dwellings for workingmen 
and their families. A speCial com
mittee, composed of Catholic Action 
leaders and members of the Federa
tion of Catholic Labor Circles, will 
be in charge of the project. 

Salesian missionaries have culti
vated . a new type of wheat in east
ern Ecuador which yields four crops 
a year. Distribution of seed to many 
farmers in that region is extending 
its cultivation. 

Small Farms for future parishion
ers will be developed on a 140-acre 
tract of land near the church in Queen 
of Peace Parish, Millville, Ohio. The 
project is situated between. the indus
trial. centers of Hamilton and Cincin
nati, and it has been planned to ~n
courage Catholics to find the SOCIal 
stability and economic independence 
that come with home ownership, to 
provide protection against a possible 
postwar depreSSion, and to supply ~e 
advantages of country life for chil-
dren. . 

I think most American farmers are 
just like us--plain, practical, h~rd 
working, thrifty people-,.blessed WIth 
a lot of good common sense. Most .of 
us aren't very strong for fancy ~olit
ical theories. We know by expene~ce 
that the American way of getting 
things done, even with its shortcom
ings, has bronght more real happine~~ 
prosperity, progress, education, hea 
and general good to more people than 
.any other system in the world .... '-,_" 

And that's something to WJ.UU' 

about. 
Republic Steel Ad .. 
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LITERATURE 

",,\ 

r.rBE TRUE LIFE-SOCIOLOGY OF 
TBESUPERNATURAL . 

Don Luigi Sturzo. The Cathohc 
B~niversity of America Press, Wash

ington, D. C., 1943. 312 pages. $3.00. 
Don sturzo has been a gc;>od priest 

f:' r 50 years. We wonder If anyone 
b~t a good priest could h8:ve written 

bOOk like The True Life. I' re
~ the fiery Don Sturzo of 30 years 
ago as he traveled all over Europe, 
a messenger of Christian De?Ioc~ac~. 
'Evil overcame good and he IS still In 
exile' a Roble soul; a sterling person
ality; a superior mentality; a deeply 
spiritual man. 

Take The True Life; use it for your 
daily meditation. Read it as a thanks
giving after Mass. A layman can 
profit by it. , A religious will find new 
reasons for seeking perfection. A 
non-Catholic will call it a real spirit
ual book. 

L. G. L. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ERIC 
GILL 
By Eric Gin. The Devin-Adair Com

pany, New York, 1941. 300 pages. 
$3.50. 
I would like to have a beard like 

Eric Gill. His autobiography is more 
than readable. There is a prophesy in 
his book: "Therefore I make no 
prophesies. Save only that Industrial
ism will go down in blood and tears 
in the end." Eric Gill wrote the first 
part, Churchill the second. Shall we 
see the denouncement 'ere long? ' 

L.G.L. 

INTRODUCTORY ANIMAL HUS
BANDRY 
By Arthur L. Anderson. Macmillan 

Co., New York, 1943. 777 pages. 
$4.00. 
This is a very comprehensive book 

on the claSSification, judging, feeding 
and breeding of livestock. It can also 
be recommended to any farmer who 
specializes in livestock and who needs 
a handy reference. The average farm
er wants an animal husbandry en
cyclopedia with a description of ani
mal diseases. This is not the book for 
him. 

As sp.ould be expected, the ap
Pro~ch is that of highly commercial 
agnculture, but this' does not detract 
from the wealth of valuable informa
tion, including a clear explanation of 
th~ biological factors and genetics in 
anunal husbandry. The book is well 
illustrated, wit h comprehensive 
charts, so even the novice can scarcely 
go wrong in learning the difference 
between a Guernsey and a Jersey cow. 
For this reason, if for no other, ~t is 
a book that could be put to frequent 
Use in the rural pastor's study. 

E.H. 

THE SOCIAL MESSAGE OF JESUS 
By Igino Giordani. St. Anthony GUnd 

Press, Paterson, New' Jersey, 1943. 
406 pages. $4.00. 
There is a book in Italian by Gior

dani, Jesus the Friend of the Farmer. 
We wish someone would translate 
it into English. Here is an Italian 
book authored by Giordani of the 
Vatican Library translated by Miss 
Zizzamia of Trinity College. The 
contents justify the title. The pre
Christian teaching and practices are 
contrasted with the full, well-docu
mented and clear teachings of 
Christ Himself. There are chapters 
on the human family, the person, the 
family, the economic problem, labor, 
etc.-12 in all-with an introduction 
and conclusion. Too many of our 
speak~rs and writers quote the En
cyclicals, which is all well and good, 
but what about quoting Christ's direct 
wQrds as they are in this book. Two 
other volumes will follow: The So
cial Teachings of the Apostles and 
The Social Teachings of the Fathers. 

L. G. L. 

A.vailable Now 

CITY SLICKERS 
and 

DUMB FARMERS 
by Emerson Hynes 

Order for your Study Oubs 
Price 10 cents 

PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION 
By Michael O'Shaughnessy. Harper 

& Brothers, New York City, 1943. 
150 pages. $2.00. 
In the hodge-podge of suggestions 

ru! to the way to peace, we pick this 
layman's book as a valid point of de
parture for those whose task it will 
be to create once and for all a world 
that aims bravely toward the Gospel 
of "peace on earth to men of 'good 
will." 

Mr. O'Shaughnessy, as former en
trepr~neur of American business, 
might be expected to be empiric and 
to keep his feet on the ground. He is, 
and does. Without over-much theor
izing, and no dogmatizing, his line in 
the matter of the "pressure groups" 
of the U. S. A., i.e., vocational associa
tions (professional, business, labor 
unions, farmer combines, and lobbies 
generally) and their integration into 
the good, life, is well done. His fifty
fifty suggestion to the above groups 
may be prophecy. We hope this book 
will be widely read. 

F. S. McC. 

LAND AND HOME: : MAICH 1944 

PLOWMAN'S FOLLY 
By Ed,ward H. Faulkner. University 

of Oklahoma Press, Norman, Okla
homa, 1943. 163 pages. $2.00. 
When the white man brought his 

moldboard plow into the Nebraska 
and the Dakota country and began 
to operate this plow, the Indians 
passed the word ,along that the land 
was now wrong side up. A remarkable 
new book by Dr. Edward Faulkner 
points out the Plowman's Folly. 

Dr. Faulkner should have given us 
more about animals and their work 
of supplying organic materials for the 
fields, their place in a balanced agri
culture, their place in a balanced fer
tility. In other words, Dr. Faulknei:'s 
book might lead people to believe that 
they should junk the moldboard plow, 
select a few cash crops, choose a 
green manure crop, incorporate it into 
the surface of the soil and stay in such 
a cycle of production year after year. 
This would give us crop men. These 
men would have no livestock. A bal
anced fertility cannot be restored 
without livestock. Each one of our 
farmers must be a crop and livestock 
man, a diversified farmer, not a spe-
cializing farmer. J. C. R. 

COAL DUST ON THE FIDDLE 
By George Korson. University of 

Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 
1943. 460 pages. $3.50. 
These are the songs and legends of 

the bituminous coal miner. Effectively 
and vividly they tell the story of his 

",struggle to wrest a livelihood from 
t¥ mines, "where his work is carried 
~li. in a perpetual blackout" and often 
under the most hazardous and deplor
able working conditions. The history 
of this important"basic industry from 
its very beginning up to the present 
time is fraught with disasters, strikes 
and more strikes and even bloodshed. 
It is an ugly picture of "man's in
humanity to man." From all of this 
suffering and in spite of it have come 
these songs and the miner-minstrels 
who gave them voice. They are a 
valuable contribution to the folk-lore 
of America. Thanks to the untiring 
efforts of the author, the songs have 
been recorded for posterity by the 
miners themselves in their own hum-
ble surroundings. B. P. 

HOW TO TEACH CONSUMERS' CO
OPERATION 
By O. Maurice Wieting. Harper & 

Brothers, New York, 1942. 206 
pages. $2.00. 
This book justifies its title. The 

highest value of the co-op movement 
is educatiQnal, not merely economic. 
Its foundation is educational. Its se
curityand continuation depend on 
education. We must educate for co
operation in season and out of season. 
This book will help you. 

L.G.L. 

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
ALMANAC FOR 1944 
St. Anthony's Guild, Paterson, N. J. 

800 pages. $1.00. 

29 



GILBERT KEITH CHESTERTON 
By Maisie Wm·d. Sheed & Ward, New 

York, 1943. 685 pages. $4.50. 
I should like Chesterton, but I never 

did. I can't read Newman with com
fort either. That goes to prove that 
I am not a theologian, critic, or a lit
erateur. Maisie Ward's biography of 
G. K. makes one read her subject. 
The chapters not so replete with 
quotes are the best. Chesterton comes 
to life in those pages. 

The English Distributists became 
discouraged too soon. Falsehoods 
take root quicker than truth, like 
weeds. The American Catholic Rural 
Life movement owes much, if' not all, 
to Chesterton, Belloc, Fr. Vincent, Gill 
and that noble cohort of "crackpots." 
There are bits of wisdom in every 
page that delight the heart of an 
agrarian. 

"Canon" Ligutti (see page 524) 

COUNTRY CURED 
By Homer Oroy. Harper & Bros., 

New York, 1943. 282 pages. $3.00. 
. In telling the, simple (and intensely 

interesting) story of his life, the 
author gives a: glimpse of the whole 
country for the last half-century. The 
lure of the city, the homesickness for 
the country, the glamour of foreign 
places-and the need for a. Catholic 
Rural Life philosophy. When others 
went to their favorite vacation spots, 
Homer Croy went back to the farm, 
and he sacrificed his Long Island 
home rather than part with the land 
on which he was born. 

O. M. B. 

DEMOCRACY: SHOULD IT SUR
VIVE? 
A collection of essays issued by the 

William J. Kerby Foundation. The 
Bruce Publishing Company, Mil
waukee, 1943. 159 pages. $2.00. 
There are advantages and disadvan-

tages to a collection of essays on the 
various phases of the same subject. 
There is a danger of repetition and the 
possibility of lack of unity. A change 
of scenery is welcome after a few 
pages. We liked Don Sturzo's chapter 
and Lois Curry who writes on "Farm
ing and the Dignity of Man." 

L.G.L. 

FOOD AND FARMING 
By P. Lamartine Yates and D. War

riner. Oxford University Press, 
New York, 1943. 118 pages. $1.50. 
Here is a book written and printed 

in England. Informative and interest
ing, yet see what it says: "Yet if,. as 
seems the case in most countrIes, 
Christianity no longer possesses the 
compelling force it had in Grundtvig's' 
day, some other moral appeal must be 
found instead." And: "There would 
seem to be no harm in urging the 
citizen to put the state's welfare be
fore his own, provided that the state 
is pursuing good ends, not bad ones, 
and provided that the state is not 
over-deified." 

Somehow or other. we can't agree 
with that. Is that what we are fight
ing for? Why fight if that is what we 
are going to get! 

~1G. L. 

from an original painting by 
Sister Helene, O.P. 

in colors 13" x 17" $1.00 

ARTIFICIAL MANURES 
By Arthur B. Beaumont. Orange JUdd 

Publishing Co., Irle., New York 15-
pages, illustrated. .1943. $1.50.;) 
The author presents ill concise form 

a scientific discussion of the probleIll 
of soil organic matter. Particular at. 
tention is given to the preparation and 
use of artificial manures. Some atten. 
tion is also paid to green manUrin 
and sheet composting. Of special in~ 
terest is the discussion on "Fads 
Fakes, and New MethOds." SUch 
methods as Biodynamic Farmin 
Agrobiology and Soilless AgricUltu;~ 

, are fully discussed and evaluated in 
the light of modern science by a 
recognized Agronomist. 

T. J. A. 

ROOTS IN THE EARTH 
By P. Alston Waring and Walter 

Magnes Teller. Harper & Brothers 
New York, 1943. 202 pages. $2.50: 
Written by two farmers in Bucks 

County, Pennsylvania. Good in parts, 
especially the first part; too jerky 
in the last half. We agree with every. 
thing the authors say from land own. 
ership to F.S.A. It is more than pleas. 
ing to notice that our MANIFESTO 
expresses the philosophy and theology 
which so many pu~ into practice. 

L. G. L. 

THE FORMATION OF A LAY 
APOSTLE 
By Rev. Francis N. Wendell, O.P. 

Third Order of St. Dominic, New 
York, 1943. 84 pages. 50 cents. 
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