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,APOSTOLIC BLESSING 
such eamestand ' .• graphic simplicity 
around their long table that sunny 
October afternoon, are men who have 
made' and will IDake history in this 
country. Some day their names will 
be perpetuated as the priests who ap
plied the surest remedy to save Amer- . 
ica's broad acres from chaos and de
struction." 

The following message adc:lressed to Most Reverend Gerald 
T. Bergan. D.o., Bishop of Des Moines, brought the Papal blessing 
and feUcitations to the National CathoUc Rural Life Conference 
meeting held in the city of Des Moines, October 23, 24, 25. 

OCCASION MEETING NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE 
CONFERENCE IN DES MOINES HOLY FATHER GRANTS 
SPECIAL APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION TO YOUR EXCEL-. 
LENCY AS HOST AND TO THE OFFICERS DIRECTORS 
AND MEMBERS OF CONFERENCE AS PLEDGE OF 
DIVINE LIGHT AND GUIDANCE IN DELIBERATIONS 

Their principles are sound. Their 
thinking processes are well-ordered. 
Their conclusions are irresistible. 
Their zeal is infectious. I am grateful 
for the privilege of serving them this 
coming year chiefly in the field ()f 
promotion. For "I am come not to 
be served but to serve." To all these 

AND OF SUCCESS IN EFFORTS TO REALIZE CONFER
ENCE PROGRAM. 

ARCHBISHOP. CICOGNANI 
APOSTOLIC DELEGATE 

GREETINGS FROM THE EAST 

. fine priests as to the officers of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference and. the readers of LAND AND 
HOME my warmest good wishes and 
blessings. by 

MOST REY. WILLIAM A. GRIFFIN. D.D. 

rre"ldent of I.e NatIonal Cal.olle Rural LIfe Conference SALUTE TO 

It is Armistice Day. Hardly had I 
returned ,from the Des Moines Meet
ing when a letter from Father Quin-
lan, at Rural Life Headquarters, in
formed me that Monsignor Ligutti 
was on the road again, this time to 
Buffalo for a series of meetings, and 
that I was to hurry with a message 
for the winter issue of LAND AND 
HOME. 

It strikes me that the ubiquitous 
Executive Secretary, with the aid of 

. the esteemed Rural Life Director of 
Buffalo, is determined to strengthen 
the present, all too few, rural bastions 
in the East and then to erect others 
at strategic points even if it should 
be necessary to invade a metropolitan 
center once in a while. If such is'" 
the plan, then the National Head .. ' 
quarters ha,d better prepare for a 
greater volume of work; for your new 
president even now is thinking how 
he can promote the rural life cause in 
this undiscovered but not unsympa-

. thetic territory; and he is not un
mindful of the fact that this strategy 
had something to do with his election. 

Be that as it may. Two things 
stand out in my mind after the Des 
Moines Meeting; the intelligent and 
persistent enthusiasm of thel Rural 
Life Directors from all parts of the 
country, amply attested by their re-

DIOCESAN DIRECTORS 
ports at the meeting;' secondly, and Presidential Address by Most Reverend 
by no means less encouraging, those Joseph H. Sehlarman. D.D.. Bishop 
who sincerely wish to promote this of Peoria 
worthy cause need not be masters < of ' .. "I wish to say to the Diocesan 
rural life techniques. A few such 'D.iJktors that I was deeply impressed 
masters are necessary for safe, secure listening to their reports. I sup-
and effectual guidance; and it seems pose there must be times when you 
to me we have always had them, in are discouraged and feel you are 
more recent years especially. But alone and that the majority, even of 
for the majority of us it is sufficient . the priests, are not interested in your 
to adapt to our local needs the un- Rural Revival Gospel. 1 think it was 
changeable principles of Christian Newman who cautioned against the 
rural living-principles which pre- fear of a majority adverse opinion . 
vious masters have been welding to- By word and example he· preached the 
gether with their rural techniques to power of an intelligent and deter-
mould and fashion the National Cath- mined minority. No man was more 
olic Rural Life Conference as we' alone than Cardinal Newman. And 
have it today. so you may be as alone as the 12 

Thi$ is why the report~ of the Di- Apostl(ls were-and like them you are 
ocesan Directors and others proved to' ' 'converting the world-at least the 
be the highlight of the Des Moines world around you." . 
Meeting as on previous similar occa
sions. Any interested person, partic
ularly any Bishop, hearing these re
ports, could not fail to see the gener
ous, lasting contributions these priest 
Directors are making to the stability 
of rural America. What Father La
Farge wrote in America (October 30, 
1943) of these zealous and eminently 
practical priests after the Milwaukee 
Convention is even more true today: 
"Those Rural Life DireCtor priests, 
young and veterans, who spoke in 
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SUMMARY OF RESOLUTIONS 
Ad~pted at the 

IIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 
DES MOINES. IOWA 
October 23.25. 1945 

DIOCESAN DIRECTORS-The 
Conference looks upon itself as an 
agency of the Diocesan Directors of 
Rural Life, who represent their 
Bishops, and is pleased to note that 
these Directors carry to the people 
the principles and techniques advo
,cated by the Conference. 
, ST. ISIDORE-The Conference 
encourages the development of a deep 
and practical devotion to St. Isidore, 
the patron of farmers. 

A MONTHLY PUBLICATION
The Conference sees the necessity and 
the practical possibility of a monthly 
publication adapted to the needs of 
the Catholic farmer. 

LAND POLICY STATEMENT~ 
. The Conference approves the prin
ciples set forth and the methods 
recommended in the statement, 
"Man's Relation to the Land." 

STUDY CLUBS-The Conference 
congratulates superiors of seminaries 
and of other ecclesiastical institutions 
for their support of study groups with
in their institutions which take up the 
consideration of rural problems and 
their solutions as' they affect the 
Church and the Nation. 

REGIONAL SCHOOLS OF 
AGRICULTURE-The Conference 
urges the establishment of regional 

Catholic schools of agriculture where 
our young men' and women might 
learn the correct philosophy of rural 
life and where they might acquire the 
practical knowledge and training 
necessary, to make a success of rural 
living. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL-The 
Conference, ever mindful of the need 
for organized charity among rural' 
people, wishes to express congratula
tions to the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul upon the occasion of its cen-' 
tenary: 

SCHOOL LUNCHES-The Con-' 
ference commends the program of the 
Federal Government in subsidizing 
school lunches. It urges that Catholic 
schools 'avail themselves of this op
'portunity. 

UNDERCONSUMPTION NO T 
OVERPRODUCTION---.T he Con
ference insists that a natioll1f farm 
program of scarcity production for 
the sake of high prices will not bene
fit the world, the United States nor 
the farmer. Rather efforts must be 
exerted towards agricultural produc
tion to full capacity with justice and 
charity in distribution. 

STEWARDS OF THE LAND-In 
order to carry out their duties as 
faithful custodians' of the soil, the 

Conference urges" farmers to avail 
themselves of the public services pro-

, vided by any and all federal and state 
agencies, the assistance offered by 
agricultural schools, colleges and de
partments, and the information of
fered by agricultural publications and 
bulletins. ' 

OWNERSHIP AND HOMES ON 
THE COUNTRYSIDE-The Con
ference reaffirms its position, taken 
time and again, in favor of the ow~er
ship of family-type farms. Such 
ownership results in better farming 
methods, guarantees more abundant 
prosperity and promotes a better way 
of living. 

Studies have shown corporation 
farming to be harmful to business and 
tradtl in rural towns and cities. 

We encourage farmers and busi
ness men, therefore, to unite with us 

'in an effort to stem the growing tide 
of corporation far'ming. 

As a means of checking the danger
ous development of "large scale, cor
poration farming, the Conference 
advocates legislation which will offer 

'special financial inducements to 
owner-operators of f ami I y-t Y P e 
farms. 

Farmers owe it to themselves, to 
their wives and children, to provide 
homes, attractive and comfortable in 
every way, so far as circumstances 
will permit. 

The Conference goes on record in 
favor of the development of rural 
electrification as a post-war project. 

BOARD OF ,DIRECTORS 
TERM TO EXPIRE IN 1 '46 

Rev. James A. Byrnes 
Rev. George A. Esterguard 
Very Rev. Msgr. H. Lerschen 
Rev. Raymond R. Marchino 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Ferdinand Mock 
Rev. George M. Nell 
Rev. John C. Rawe, S. J. 
Miss Pauline M. Reynolds 
Mr. Martin Salm 
Very Rev. Msgr. H. B. Schnelten 
Most Rev. C. D. White, D. D. 
Miss Dorothy Willmann' 

'2 

TERM TO EXPIRE IN 1947 

Dr. O. E. Baker 
Very Rev. W. Howard Bishop 
Rev. James Foley 
Rev. Joseph F. Frommherz 
Most Rev. William A. Griffin, D. D. 
Most Rev. William T. Mulloy, D. D. 
Rev. William F. Schimek 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph Schmidt 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Leo J. Steck 
Rev, Joseph V. Urbain 
Dr. Lydwine van Kersbergen 
Rev. Louis N. Zirbes 

TERM TO EXPIRE IN 1948 

Most Rev. John George Ben,nett, 
D.D. 

Rev. Harold V. Diller, C.PP.S. 
Mrs. Albert Eisele 
Rev. Peter L. Foegelle 
Rev .. William Gibbons, S. J. 
Rev. Joseph L. Hylden 
Rev. Michael Lensing, O. S. B. 
Rev. Chester Michael 
Dr. Raymond Miller 
Rev. James J. Navagh 
Rev. Julian Schaefer 
Mr. Joseph Trainer 
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''''1' COULl) 

.wAVE 811M 
1'"H£ VERY 

SAME TW,\T NESTED IN THE 
STAB!.!. J.O':T~' ' ____ _ 

DECENTRALIZATION OF IN
DUSTRY-The Conference believes 
that decentralization of industry is 
essential for the well-being of the 
nation. The time has arrived when 
serious thought should be given to the 
establishment of industry in rural 
districts and certain types of industry 
in places where the rural population 
can derive part of its incQme from 

. work in plant or factory. 

The reversal of the ever increasing 
trend of centralization in industry is 
so essential for the well-being of the 
Nation that a program of the Federal 
Government'designed to promote in
dustries in undeveloped areas of the 
Nation is justified under the general 
welfare clause of our Constitution. 

JUSTICE FOR ALL RURAL 
PEOPLE-The Conference believes 
that, where and when large-scale in
dustrialized farming exists and re
quires employment of seasonal or 
year-round labor, such labor groups 
are entitled to a living family-wage, 

S, I. 

decent housing conditions and collec
tive bargaining. 

It urges that wages and housing 
for the laborer on the small farms 
be decent and just. Low wages and 
poor housing for the farm laborer 
tend to lower the reward and stand
ards of living of the family-type 
farmer, bringing his own family 
labor into competition with the poorly 
paid hired hand. I 

The Conference insists upon the 
extension of social security pro
visions, particularly health, old age 
and survivors' insurance, to farm 
people and other rural dwellers. 

TO THOSE LOOKING LAND
WARD-The Conference is anxious 
to provide direction for returning 
servicemen who are desirous of liv: 
ing on the land. It likewise wishes 
to provide the same guidance for 
those city dwellers who are looking 
landward lest, with an over-ambitious 
spirit, they attempt full-time farming 
when they are capable of not more 

LAND AND HOME:: DECEMBER 1945 

than what the Conference chooses to 
call "rural homesteading." 

CATHOLIC LAND ASSOCIA
TIONS-In view of the strong 
mutual support which can be given 
to one another by members of Land 
Associations, the Conference desires 
to extend every encouragement to 
those who are in a position to provide 
moral or financial support toward the 
formation of Catholic Land Associa
tions. 

COOPERATIVES-The Confer
ence recognizes the healthy develop
ment of cooperatives, founded on 
Christian principles and governed by 
the Rochdale tradition, as a valuable 
means of promoting both the social 
and economic w~ll-being of the farm
ing group. It insists that sustained 
and understanding interest on the 
part of the members is essential for 
the success of a cooperative. 

LEND-LEASE-Before definite 
steps are taken to cancel all debts 
incurred by other nations under lend

. lease arrangements, the entire ques
tion should be given careful considera
'ti~ 

HEIFERS FOR RELIEF-The 
Conference goes on record in favor 
of an intensive nadon-wide campaign 
to provide heifers for the relief of 
.war devastated countries. It further 
urges that heifers be solicited from 
farmers and that the people of the 
city be solicited for funds to buy 
heifers. 

The Conference recognizes the 
splendid work done by the Brethren 
Service Committee in this matter and 
pledges them the fullest cooperation. 

PEACE-TIME MILITARY CON
SCRIPTION-The Conference is op
posed to the plan for peace-time mili
tary conscription. 

While America must have adequate 
defense, it urges our national leaders, 
along with the citizens of the country, 
not to overlook the fact that the pro
motion of justice among nations and 
the substitution of hate with charity 
are the most essential means for secur
ing the peace and safety of our nation 
and of the world. Efforts to remove 
the cause of war constitute the best 
defense of the nation. 
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CHRISTMAS AT GRANDMA '5./ ~:~~~~e~;th:~),~~e~~:~d~r:~ 
Albert Eisele 

A DAM and Lena Ellenger bought 
their high chair in plenty of 

time, that is to say, before baby was 
old enough to sit up. They placed 
him in it, just to see how he would 
look. For a minute or two he held 
his head up bravely" then let his 
chin drop on that little crescent 
shaped shelf that made the high' 
chair what it was, a piece of furniture 
that could serve simultaneously as 
chair and table .. 

It wasn't very long, however, until 
baby, whose name was Gregory, 
could sit up in the chair as straight 
as a stick. It wasn't so very much 
longer until he could signalize his 
pangs of hunger by pulling it out of 
a . corner and pushing it up "against 
the big table, to the northeast corner, 
always with his father to the left and 
his mother to the right. Gregory was 
a husky chap and his cry for food, 
whenever he had to wait too long 
(since sometimes he started push
ing his chair across the floor as early 
as ten o'clock), was halfway between 
a hysterical laugh and an agonized 
roar. He ate with gusto, and usually 
when he had finished a meal the 
question of what to do with him 
first was the same question that 
sometimes perplexed housewives re
garding the tablecloth-whether to 
scrape or shake it. 

When Gregory was two years old 
he was harder to handle-he took 
a sudden fancy to mixing things
fruit juices with milk, vegetables 
with porridges, or anything with 
something else, until his mother had a 
terrifying fear, which lasted about 
three days, that their darling would 
grow up to be a bartender . Nor was 
he entirely satisfied with milk. "I 
want some coffee!" he shouted one 

. morning. "I want some coffee that I 
can blow on, like daddy!" "Coffee 
isn't good for little children," de
clared his mother. Whereupon Greg
ory drew back one leg and gave a 
.kick which forced his foot between 

. the rungs in such a manner that he 

was unable to get loose. "Now see 
what you've done!" Said his father. 
"You've caught your foot. Nobody 
can get it, outf and now you'll have 
to live that way!" Gregory, after 
considering this prospect for one 

. illuminating moment, burst out in 
anguished wailing. Mr; Ellenger 
hastened to free his son,and from 
then on Gregory had such a dislike 
for the high chair that· finally his 
parents allowed him to eat hIS meals 

THE DOVE 
Florence Hynes Willette 

With wonderous star and angels 
there . 

It went unnoticed save by one; . 
Sweet Mary. kneeling by her Son. 

. Perceived a flutter on the air. 

She saw the snowy wJng's astir. 
The little rounded rosy br~st 
Above the crib and Child it rest. 
And a new wonder fell on her. 

Aware this night of mystery, , 
It seemed to her the tender dove 
Was pendant there for very love, 
As thoush it had the right to be. 

It could have been the very same 
That nested in the stable loft 
But Mary, with her young eyes 

50ft, 
Whispered quite another name. 

while standing upon an ordinary 
chair. He was past three then and 
too big for the high chair anyway. 
But if Gregory had finished with it 
his parents had not. Before long 
Gregory had a little sister, and 
more little sisters and brothers in 
the years that followed. The high 
chair was, of course, kept in almost 
constant employment. It was a 
sturdy piece of furniture and stood 
up well under all the wear and tear. 

The family at last stopped grow
ing, at least in numbers. It was a siz
able family-for instance, when 
chicken was served, some members 
of the family called for a drumstick, 

still other perhaps for a wing. This 
left Mr~' Ellenger with the neck
piece,-not that he liked the neck
piece best, but because it was the 
only thing left. But even so, Mr. 
Ellenger found himself developing 
a fondness fOJ:" the. neckpiece, and 
there came a day when he declared 
and believed, that it had a flavor 
all its own. He followed up this dec
larationwith a short sermon on the 
divine wisdom shown in coping with 
the wide and unpredictable range of 
the human palate. "Wasn't it an act 
of Providence," he asked, "that no 
two parts of a chicken tasted alike?" 
No one could answer him. 

Mr. Ellenger sat at the southeast 
corner. 'of the table. To his right, 
on the same side of the table, sat· 
.one of the younger children. At the 
opposite end of the table sat Mrs. 
Ellenger, also with one of the 

. younger children. At either of. 
th~ table's sides sat four of the 
older children. Accordingly, the 
twelve members of the family were 
grouped four at each side of the 
table and two at each end. It was 
recogpized that the east end of the 
table constituted the head and that 
Adam Ellenger, Junior, shared the 
head with his father only as a conces
sion toward better distribution. 

While Mr. Ellenger, therefore, sat 
officially at the head of the table 
he actually sat at the southeast 
corner of it. Nor did he ever budge 
from that particular station. Not 
even at those meals when Junior was 
ill, or for some other reason absent, 
did Mr. Ellenger move over a notch, 
as he might have done for the mere 
sake of more elbow room. Just as a 
horse could eat with the most relish 
out of its own feedbox, or drink with 
a greater relaxation from the home 
watering tank, so did Mr. Ellenger 
seem always to like his meals best 
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when ; seated, at his ,-"place;," Haa" 'alld worpout tliings j~st b~~use "Qf 
Mrs. Ellinger, who was always mov~" sentiment/'" " ' 
jng her furniture around, tackled her So Mr. Ellenger took his axe after 
husband in regard to his "place" at that high chair' and it disappeared 
the table, it is likely that there would ' almost like bubbles do, when they 
have been trouble in the family. burst. 

But if Iy.Ir. Ellenger was permitted The children in the meanwhile 
to retain his station at the table, and were growing like weeds along the 
thus also his general good health, fence row. One day Gregory, the 
the family high chair was less fortu- oldest of them, announced that he 
nate. No longer needed, it was moved wasn't going to eat a'ny more candy. 
out into the summer kitchen, where Skilful questioning by his mother 
it stood in a comer, with all sorts revealed the fact that he wasn't going 
of things piled high on top of it. to eat any more candy for the sake of 
OccaSionally it was cleared off and his complexion, and' moreover that 
used as a stepladder by some husky he was concerned about his complex-
chap who, only a few years ago, ion because of Emma Masters, who 
was pounding upon it with a spoon was in his class in school. Gregory 
and yelling for more'oatmeal. In'due Ellenger was entering upon a new 
time Mrs. Ellenger moved the high life. The way he could spurn a bar 
chair outdoors, declaring that she of candy was remarkable, especially 
had to make room. "Put it in the in one so young. Both the father and the mother were 
machine shed," she told one of the Gregory was barely twenty-one wrapped up in the baby. The mother, 
boys. So the high chair found its when he married Emma Masters. during the course of the afternooll, 
way into the machine shed, where in This was only the laeginning of ro- made three different trips out to the 
tht;'l spring of the year it was always mance among the Ellenger children. car, the first time to get a pair of 
getting bumped by the farm ma- The girls were buxom and gay and. pink bootees, then a rubber pacifier, 
chinery which the men were pulling had plenty of suitors. The favored .,then something else again, while 
out, and in the autumn it was getting suitors were often invited to Sunday' , C.egory, well trained husband that 
bumped by the same machinery dinners or suppers, according to the he was, made two trips of his own, 
which the men were putting back. custom in that community. Mrs. both times with soiled diapers which 
Finally an iron whiffletree, which was Ellenger who, as the mother of seven he dep<?sited in th,e rumble seat. 
being stored overhead, fell upon the daughters, recognized the desirability They made other visits to their 
high chair and wrecked its super- of acquiring sons-in-law, almost every grandparents from time to time, and 
structure. Sunday cooked herself red in the face. on each occasion it was noticed that 

One warm sunny day of the follow- Nor was this ruddiness caused by the baby was a little larger. At last 
ing March Mr. Ellenger undertook reflection of the fire every time she baby' got so he could sit up all by 

,to pull the fanning-mill out of the lifted the lid to stuff in \more stove- himself and Grandma fixed a place 
machine shed and to prepare to fan wood. at the table for him. She took an 
oats. He pulled and yanked on the The eldest Ellenger girl became en- ordinary chair and placed upon it 
fanning-mill but it refused to come. gaged. Her mother cried over the the family Bible, an atlas and 
He then discovered that one leg of it engagement ring but recovered her- the bread board. By placing baby 
was locked with one leg of the high self and cautioned her daughter on the top of this heap everything 
chair, while the high chair in tum against losing it. Then came the wed- was just right-he could eat off the 
was locked with a wheel of the disk. ding. The groom couldn't keep' step table as nice as Mr. Anybody. On 
He cleared the fanning-mill. He with the wedding march, which the next visit baby sat only upon 
then got the high chair clear and caused several close observers to say the Bible and the atlas, and five 
placed it outside the machine shed. that he was just a great, big duffer weeks later upon the Bible alone. He 
"Oh Lena!" he called to his wife, with no music in him. However the was certainly growing. At last came 
who was putting fresh straw in the general verdict was that' he was a the time when baby could sit right 
chicken house nests, "I'm going to good honest boy and that the wed- down on an ordinary chair and eat a 
chop up this high chair for kindling ding was pretty. square meal. By that time, alas, 
wood. It's broken, and you and I FinljJly one day Mr. Ellenger went baby had a little sister who could 
are through with it anyway." to town and acquaintances accosted eat from a chair only when sup-

"I guess you'r,e right" his wife re- him saying, "Well, how does it feel plemented by the family Bible, the 
plied. "You and I'll never need it to be grandpa?" The Sunday upon atlas and the bread board. 
again. We could keep it out of - which the new baby was baptized The married daughters came home 
sentiment, but there's no use in the fond parents stopped for dinner to Sunday dinners also, and thus 
cluttering up the world with useless with Grandpa and Grandma Ellengei. there were more grandchildren who 
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sat on the Bible, the atlas and the 
bread board. It could. not be said 
that the Bible collected dust at the 
home of Grandpa and Grandma EI
lenger. 

The perplexing question of what to 
give for Christmas was happily solved 
on a Christmas that found Grandpa 
and Grandma well along the sun
set trail of life. They were still hale 
and hearty, but their hair was white, 
their steps slow. 

The children had all chipped in 
together and bought the present. 
There it stood now, near the Christ
mas tree. The children unwrapped 
the paper, and the present stood fort1J. 
in all its glory. It was a sturdy new 
high chair. ' 

A RI/I(// TfJflsl IfJ ••• 
THE MOST REV. JAMES H. 

RYAN, D.D., Archbishop of 
Omaha. . 

THE MOST REV. JOSEPH PAT
RICK HURLEY, D.D., ApostoliC 
Nuncio to Belgrade. 

THE MOST REV. WILLIAM A. 
SCULLY, D.D., Coadjutor Bishop 
of Albany. 

THE MOST REV. J 0 H N P. 
TREACY, D.D., Coadjutor Bishop 
of La Crosse. 

THE MOST REV. APPOLLIN
ARIS BAUMGARTNER, O.F.M.
Cap., Vicar Apostolic of Guam. 

THE MOST REV. LAWRENCE J. 
SHEHAN, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
of Baltimore and Washington 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. BERNARD 
HILGENBERG of the Diocese 
of Believille, Illinois. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. J. JEROME 
REDDY, President of the Na
tional Conference of Catholic 
Charities. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. J. G. 
KEALY, Rector, North Ameri
can College, Rome. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. H. J. CAR
ROLL, S.T.D:, General Secre
tary, N.C.W.C. 

THE VERY REV. JOHN KOSTIK, 
C.P.P.S., Rector, St. Charles 
Seminary, Carthagena, Ohio. 

THE REV. RAYMOND A. Mc
GOWAN, Director, Social Action 
Dept., N.C.W.C. 

THE REV. PAUL J. BRINKER, 
Rural Life Director, Diocese of 
Covington. 

THE REV. BERNARD BEAHAN, 
Rural Life Director, Diocese of 
Lansing. 

THE REV. JULIAN SCHAEFER, 
Rural Life Director, Diocese of 
Columbus. 

MRS. THOMAS G. GARRISON, 
President, National Council of 
Catholic Women. 

96 

THE RURAL PARISH BULLETIN· 
Rev. LefJ BeIgel 

I F OUR Catholic people are to be 
kept in the rural areas, the coun

try parish must offer every advantage 
for them. This is one of the truisms 
upheld by the Conference. Our city 
parishes are often models of efficiency 
and equipment but there are few if 
any of these facilities that cannot 
be duplicated and, with a little effort 
and ingenuity, improved for our 
people out in the country side. The 
parish bulletin is one of these facil
ities. Many city parishes have dis
covered that it is an invaluable time
saver on Sunday morning .. But time 
is just as valuable out in the country. 
After all, the little farm mother must 
often hurry home to her bustling 
kitchen and the farmer himself prob
ably has the chores waiting for him 
after the early Mass. Lengthy ap
peals will encroach' upon their time 
and Sunday announcements, too long 
drawn out, will test the pati,e 
even of our sturdy farm folks. . 

For this and many another prob
lem the parish bulletin is. the answer. 
It could well take its tone from the 
columns of the average well-written 
country newspaper: short, crisp 
items; personal mentions but no long, 
verbose preachments. We like to 
see our names in print. This is only 
natural. So the more names the bet
ter. The bulletin should mention 
all baptisms, funerals, marriages, 
parties and meetings. It may request 
prayers for the sick, introduce and 
welcome new parishioners and regret
fully bid adieu to those about to 
leave. It affords the pastor an excel
lent opportunity to report the success 
of parish undertakings and follow up 
with a kindly "thank you." Surely 
a word of gratitude sincerely ex
pressed will induce greater coopera
tion than ponderous words thundered 
from the pulpit. 

On special occasions, such as Lent, 
Christmas, Holy Week, Forty Hours, 
Patronal Feasts, the time of all serv
ices may be given in detail. This 
will put an end to the somewhat ag-

gravating custom of phoning on Sun
day morning to ask "What time is 
the ten o'clock mass?" A file of such 
announcements provides a permanent 
. record of names, dates and events 
which will prove invaluable for future 
reference. Again every parish has 
its quota of those who are hard of 
hearing. These especially appreciate 
the printed word. 

This perhaps indicates the least 
value of the parish bulletin. Noone 
underestimates the power of the. 
printed word. The printed announce
ments place ~his power into the hands 
of the pastor every week. With a 
little variety of expression, salted 
here and there with bits of humor, 
he can pound away at parish de-· 
linquencies and get results, while, 
endless repetition from the pulpit 
would almost certainly encounter 
opposition from the pews. After all, 
wit and humor are not among the 
seven capital sins. If any religious 
system bars a smile on Sunday morn
ing, surely it is not the Catholic. In 
the pulpit wit is used with caution. 
Not so in the bulletin. The more 
humor the better, as long as it is well 
chosen. 

As a rule the bulletin may be 
distributed conveniently at the end. 
'of the Mass. There are likewise in
teresting possibilities in what might 
be called the "mail edition." In a 
city parish leakage often goes un
noticed, but in the country delin
quency is common knowledge. ,Surely 
the rural pastor can say with the 
Master, "I know mine and mine 
know me." He knows who is at Mass 
on Sunday and who is not. He knows 
those who miss through carelessness 
and those who are detained by sick
ness or bad weather. To all the bul
letin may be sent in the mail. The 
latter group will appreciate such 
thoughtfulness. To the former it will 
act as a prod to urge them to be there 
the next Sunday. Seldom will the 
bulletin go out for a period of six 
months to such careless souls with-
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out accomplishing some results. Dur
ing the diaspora caused by the war, 
rural families were scattered far and 
wide. They appreciated receiving the 
parish news, and upon their return 
they are prepared to resume parish 
life without interruption. Non-Catho
lic h1.tsbands and wives are contacted 
by this medium and in not a few 
cases it smooths the way for them 
to the front door of the church. By 
getting financial notices to those not 
present at Mass, the bulletin more 
than repays the little trouble and 
expense of publication. 

The bulletins published in city 
. parishes often appear on smooth 
paper with a picture of the church 
and advertisements to cover the extra 
cost. Why n.t let it depend for a 
hearing on its intrinsic merits rather 
than upon pictures and advertise
ments? Actually such commercialism 
only cheapens it. Just a sheet of 
foolscap, with a neat caption run 
off on a mimeograph, does the job 
admirably and does not· require a' 
"plug" for the undertaker and pol
itician to help pay its way. 

One of the great advantages of a 
rural parish is the wholesome family 
spirit which it produces and the in
timate bond which exists between the 
pastor a~d his flock. A friendly: 
newsy bulletin goes far toward the 
development of this spirit until the 
family bond extends' to the entire 
parish. Then through clippings and 
quotations from our farm publica
tions the parish bulletin becomes an 
excellent medium for the development 
of, and appreciation for, rural living. 
This encourages our young people to 
stay on the land. Our Christian rural 
philosophy can perhaps be em
phasized more persistently through 
the bulletin than from the pUlpit. 
Furthermore, the bulletin may be in
strumental in renting and selling 
farms and village properties. Loca
tions can be sought for prospective 
parishioners and newly married 
couples. Of late the Conference has 
produced such outstanding colum
nists as Father Urbain and Father 
Schimek. Why not print their in
formative articles in the bulletin 
so that they may reach the greatest 
possible number of readers? 

Cold Calculation Plus ••• 
The answer to the question, "How 

much room on the land is there?" is, 
of course, that there is more room 
if the nation wants to make it. 

There is no question that, on a 
basis of cold commercial efficiency, 
the demands of the country for food 

Our own bulletin is published and fibre can be supplied with far 
'under the pen name of "Little Wil- fewer workers on the land than in the 
lie." After three years of trial and past, in proportion to the rest of the 
error Willie has become the popular population. 
voice of the parish. He is a per- . But such a calculation ignores the 
manent fixture; in fact, a priviliged other factors that are involved. The 
character. Always jovial, he is gener- real question to be answered is: "How 
ous in his commendations and his many families can earn a good living 
"wise cracks" and his admonitions from the land and at the same time 
are heeded by all. In fact, they had supply their fellow American's 
better be, for Willie does not hesi- needs?" 
tate to take a "sly poke" at anyone My answer to' that is that a great 
from the pastor down when the op- many more families can be so em-
portunity presents itself. He pleads ployed than we have ever thought. 
the cause of rural living relentlessly The crying need in national agricul-
~nd last, but not least, he sees to it tural policy is a reorientation to this. 
that "his nibs" has the announce- point of view. We need to work 
ments for the coming week arranged. toward an American agriculture that 
and typed by the middle of the .week· '. will be composed of as many family 
instead of the last thing on Satur:, ~rms as our land can be divided into, 
day night. otSupplemented by technical and tech-

"Is it worth the trouble?" you nological advice, financing and coop-
ask. "Is it really read?" Well,' here erative facilities ..required to modern-

. is what one good mother has to say: ize them. ., _' 
"We have to get extra copies of the In other words, the alm of national 
bulletin on Sunday morning because agricultural policy should be to es-
the whole family wants to read Little tablish an agriculture of sin!!le-family 
Willie even before Domlld Duck and farm units, each farm so planned as 
Superman." You see, that is what to be permanent, to fit exactly into 
we country pastors mean when we its place in a national pattern of con-
speak of appreciatiort among our servation and production. 
rural folk. JAMES G. PATTON 

LITTLE THINGS 
. ORRICK JOHNS 

There's nothing very beautiful and nothing very gay 
About the rush of faces in· the town by day, 
But a light tan cow in a pale green mead, 
That is very beautiful, beautiful indeed •... 
And the soft March wind and the low March mist 
Are better than kisses in a dark street kissed ...• 
The fragrance of the forest when it wakes at dawn 
The fragrance of a trim green village lawn, 
The hearing of the murmur of the rain at play
These things are beautiful, beautiful as day! 
And I shan't stand waiting for love or scorn 
When the feast is laid for a day new-born ...• 
Oh, better let the little things I loved when little 
Return when the heart finds the great things brittle; 
And better is a temple made of bark and thong 
Than a tall stone temple that may stand too long. 
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CHRIST AND THE COUNTRY 
LtJu Myrtis Vining 

"I'VE bought forty acres on a lake 
in Flordia," the Major's eyes 

shone. "We're going to build the 
house two rooms at a time." 

As we motored home from the 
Major's party, my husband, also an 
army officer, spoke quietly. It's just 
like it w~after the last war. Every 
service man wants a little piece of 
land. He wants it whether he's ever 
seen a bucketful of soil-I wonder 
why that patt~rn of thinking always 
follows a war?" 

Neither of us spoke for several 
blocks. Eleven moves in five years 
hadn't given U!l much time to con
sider our own land, also in Flordia. 
But I knew we were both drean;ting 
the same thing as we rode along: 
flowers, a garden, chickens, citrus, 
blessed space ,for our three boys to 
play; and in some silent way which 
words for us co~ld not clearly trace-
God. 

For both of us realized, as do 
so many of the service men and 
their wives, that a farm is so much 
more than the bottom grey or the 
rocky red land-so much more than 
forty acres of cotton and twenty 
acres of com. A farm is more than 
seed or song or flower-more than 
dinner bell or sweaty hands. A farm 
is the beginning of creation all over 
again; and if it's ours, it's our own 
creation. 

That's why God seems near; near 
in the talk of the soldier boys when 
they talk about land; near in their 
eyes, without them realizing it, as 
they remember major combat cam
paigns that ravaged and killed. God 
is near in their plans of the future, 
because God builds. His plans are 
constructive, immense. His ways 
are a solace to long-time hurts. He 
guards the brown soil in all" of the 
productive fields the service man 
dreams-in all of the red roads lead
ing to an "own home"-anywhere. 

Yes, Christ loved the country. And 
it is no wonder that it is easier for 
all of us to find Him there. For 

whether heretic or rebel, beggarman 
or thief, the service man's dream of 
land is a simple child-like expression 
of faith; and it is founded upon 
many' truisms that found expression 
in Christ's exquisite life. 

The Shepherds were in the field 
when they saw His Star. 

A field? A piece of land enclosed 
for tillage oOr pasture; a region yield
ing some natural product. Any field 
encompasses' beauty in being by 
majesty of wing and scent of shower. 
The field may be green, purplc;lor 
brown-its grain may have flecked 
to golden. It may have known 
changeless days or wild twilights and 
mornings. Hay forks, plows or trac
tors may have tilled the land; but, 
for most of us a field is much more 
tangible than the color of its weather 
or the shape of its soil. For every 
service man who dreams a field, the 
field is blooming with his own plan 
or remembered plan of creation. 
Iowa's lamps lighted with golden 
com; the morning dark of' Cali
fornia's forests; the vast greasewood 
stretches of west Texas,5ts sky topped 
sand dunes, as productive of its kind 
as a fertile agricultural region; 
Louisiana's moss-steeped oaks; Ore
gon's apples in far hill horizons-each 
state winding its own in memory or 
mind. Yes, it is easier to live like 
the stars when one can see them. 
And it was fitting and right that 
God's star should have shown above 
a field. 

Christ was also outin a field when 
He gave us the wonderful, lesson of 
fruit bearing by the withering of the 
fig tree. 
, There was no room in· the small 

Inn for Christ, and He was laid in a 
manger. Country things were all 
about-flowers, trees, morning dew 
waiting oxen, and an ass's stall. It 
i~ easy to envision gray, comely 
houses, sheep feeding, and cows in 
the shade. Outside were other quiet 
beasts of the farmyard, and the light 
of morning bringing new hope to the 
face of the earth. Days full of toil
ing followed that birth, but toiling 
with· a purer purpose, a more divine 
thought. 

Bethany was a tiny town where 
Christ so much loved to visit with 
Mary and Martha. It is hard to 
imagine Bethany different than any 
loved community. Sheep sorrel must 
have clustered down by blue streams 
and wilq verbena, as purple and still 
as in my childhood, must have peeped 
from under a cleft of gray-brown 
moss. 

No doubt the wives and mothers of 
Bethany were simple, kindhearted 
women who, keeping time with kind" 

'liness, tended their houses and hearts 
by the clocks. No doubt farmers in 
Bethany watched their plants and 
waited for rain. They learned, too, 
that there were good years and bad 
years; that life, all of it, is made of 
the people who pass and the people 
who stop to become our neighbors. 

Christ was far out in the country 
in a desert place when he fed the 
five thousand, and the crowd sat 
down by companies on the grass. The 
miracles of the draught of fishes, the 
tempest calmed, and his walking up
on the sea from the land were all 
performed by sea and wind in open 
country; and He must have been in 
a country home when it was neces
sary for Him to tum the water into 
wine. 

Simon" called Peter, and Andrew, 
two of his disciples, were fisherman 
lads. There is much evidence that 
the other disciples had lived the liveS 
of' Galilean peasants; and that, oute 
side ancient city walls, it was country 
folk who most willingly followed 
Him. 

The olive tree seemed to have been 
His favorite retreat for prayer, and 
some of Christ's most beautiful words 
are concerned with fowls of the air, 
lilies and grasses of the field. And 
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it was upon a mount He preached 
His Sermon, and only a little later 
that He spoke to his disciples con
cerning the earth, God's foot stool. 

Christ's best parables were rural 
in tone; the parable of the sower 
and the good earth; the parable of 
the tares of the field; the parable of 
the mustard seed, grown the greatest 
among herbs; the parable of the 
householder who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard; the parable of the treasure 
hid in a field; the parable of the' 
woman lighting a candle, to sweep 
her house and seek diligently for the 
one last piece of silver; and in simple 
home-keeping language, the parable 
of the Kingdom of Heaven likened 
unto leaven. 

A garden in Christ's day resembled 
the orchard of modern times; and 
it was in the garden of Gethsemane, 
by the brook Kidron, that Christ 
gained victory over death. History 
and poetry have paened the fact that 
as the sun burned, it was a country 
man raised Christ's load; that he 
died in open country near His fields, 
His thorntrees and His sparrows. 
And that the last scene that He saw 
was open country where burning 
leaves kept company with foxglove, 
fern and goldenrod. 

I like to think that the dream of 
Christ still lights the hearts of the 
service men and their wives who 
dream, itA little piece of land," and 
~hat April's flasliing, of silver rain
falls will hearten us when drought 
and depression come; and the dream 
begins to sicken, as dreams sometimes 
do. 

There are no better thoughts and 
hopes for man than the plans and 
memories which peaceful country 
s~enes 'call up. Their gentle re
minders may teach us new faith and 
courage for the graves of those we 
loved. 

Yes, by the changing wand of 
Earth's creation, we meet again the 
better part, the Christ-like essence 
of our being-for, as Margaret Wid
demer writes so beautifully, 

"Fair was Rome the city that 
Early Christmas morn 
Yet among the country folk 
Was our Lord born." 

I ~m fI CfJUnflYPflSffJI ••• 
It disturbs me at times. in my capacity as pastor of a humble 

flock. as I notice so many of the lambs stray off to the city and 
there remain. I sometimes try to console myself with the thought 
that such a movement was necessitated by the recent war. But 
when I think back over the years I recall that this trend began 
long before the bombs began to burst during World War II. I can 
not therefore honestly lay the blame elsewhere than at the door
step of our leadersi spiritual. educational. political. The children 
have shaken the country dust off of their feet, because they were 
led to believe that is the thing to do. 

Sad as it may be to watch the little ones abandon the rural home 
and exchange it for a crowded apartment the real tragedy is re
vealed to me as I read the minds of the aging parents who are left 
behind. There is John Grimwolski over on Rabbit Hill. John came ' 
to this country while in his teens and. not afraid of work. hired 
himself out as a sharecropper to Eli Peck. The wages were not 
high but from them he saved enough to release himself from bond
age and he bought for himself. although on a mortgage. the farm 
of a hundred acres whereon he still resides today. He needed a 
companion to help him bear the burdens of the' day and so he 
married Mary Cardoff. That was some forty-odd years ago. It 
won't be long. in fact. until they will celebrate their golden wed
ding day. On the farm. they h,ave lived and worked. suffered and 
rejoiced. They have really ~ee, successful in life although most 
people perhaps would not consider their lives successful. They 
have completely paid off the debt. They have raised their seven 
children. four boys and three girls. Each of tl1ese has received a 
grammar school, education in the local school and a high school 
training off in a distant city. But no sooner have these youngsters. 
one by one. carried home their diplomas than they ,have become 
restless. They hurried off to the metropolis as they are accus
tomed to say: liTo get a job and to make some money." I saw 
the last one depart early last spring. Father and mother, not too 
young today, went down to the road, to the car. to bid him fare
well. But as the car turned the curve in the valley the eyes of 
each of the parents were blinded with tears. A few days ago, as 
I drove by the farm on my way to the village, I 'noticed John 
Grimwolski walking out to a post in front of the farmstead with a 
hammer and nails in one hand and a painted sign in the other. I 
stopped out of curiosity to read what the sign had to say. It was 
simple enough. It told of a tragedy all too briefly. FOR SALE. 
It seems that mother and dad c;ould no longer swing the farm alone 
and nobody else seemed to care. 

This is not simply the story of Mr. John Grimwolski and his bride 
of almost fifty years ago. It is the tragedy which has been and is 
being enacted all over the land. I hope now that the curtain has 
been drawn on the world's greatest tragedy, that the excuse of 
patriotism has been taken away to justify the departure of the 
rural youth from the countryside, some of these boys at least will 
return to Rabbit Hill and many another hill and valley in time to 
tear ~own the sign before it is too late and that they will be willing 
to take up the noble standard when their parents are forced to lay 
it down. 
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WHOLE WHEAT 

The second annual Catholic Rural 
Youth Leadership School of South
western Indiana, attended by more 
than 200 poys and girls, priests and 
sisters, elected for its President for 
the coming year Burl Arvin, Marvin 
Lagrange of St. Croix, Perry County, 
was chosen as Vice-President, and 
Miss Alice Woehler, of Haubstadt 
was the choice of the group for Sec
retary-Treasurer. The high stand
ards set in the first school of last 
December wer~ not only equalled 
. this year but were surpassed. In evi
dence throughout the two day meet
ing, October 25~26, was the expe
rience the rural youth had gained in 
their club work during the past year. 
The School was held in St. Mary's 
School, Washington, Indiana, under 
the Moderatorship of the Reverend 
Raymond Marchino, Diocesan Direc
tor of Rural Life for the Evansville 
Diocese. 

The outstanding event of the Con
vention this year was the impressive 
Pageant "Christian Living", an orig
inal dramatic presentation prepared 
and staged by the Tell City Club 
under the direction of their Reverend 
Moderator, Father Strange. The ideas 
of "Faith," "Hope," "Charity," beau
tifully costumed and artistically" 
staged, presented a spectacle that will 
long remain in the minds of those 
who attended the Rural Leadership 
school. Second only to this religious 
pageant, which was reminiscent of 
the famous miracle plays of the ages 
of faith, was the demonstration meet
ing of the Junior Praesidiumof the 
Legion of Mary from Haubstadt. To 
many attending the School, the 
Legion of Mary was not well known. 
This demonstration meeting not only 
taught. them what the Legion is but 
how its works. 

Corresponding to a panel discus
sion by the Reverend Clergy, which 
opened the meetings of the first day, 
the Youth Leaders themselves con
ducted a panel discussion to open 
the second day's activities. Under 
the Moderatorship of Father Joseph 

Brown of Rockport, Leaders from the 
various counties of southwestern 
Indiana described the work they are 
doing and the criticisms they had to 
offer in the. program of better Chris
tian liv~ng. 

If one were asked to state the 
theme of the meeting it might be ex
pressed in these words: "Make your 
life before you try to make a living." 
Visiting priests who attended the 
School, this year for the first time, 
were quite outspoken in their praise 
of the spirit of the youth. One pastor 
bluntly stated: "I came expecting to. 
see the 'kids' dancing and having 
a lot of jollification, but I found 
them a seriously happy group of 
young men and women earnestly 
seeking to find ways and means of. 
putting Christianity into practice." 
Another pastor ventured this bold 
statement: "Why, this is the Chris
tian Revolution. This ·is the 'leaven' 
spoken of in the Gospel." . '~ . 

The School had the approval of the 
Most Reverend Henry Joseph Grim
melsman, S.T.D., Bishop of Evans
ville, and the encouragement of The 
Most Reverend Elmer J. Ritter, 
D.D., Archbishop of Indianapolis. 

Peoria-The gentle Father Mar
quette, with whose name the early 
years of this city are associated, 
would cross himself in amazement if 
he could see the mechanical marvels 
now in production here. Later he 
would offer a prayer of gratitude 
for what such machines will do for 
human welfare. 

It is no part' of a political com
mentator's job to describe these little 
and big tractors, these new combines, 
these corn, beet and hay harvesters 
and this cotton picker. But a politi
cal commentator would be blind and 
dumb if he failed- to see the tremen
dous political implications of the 
coming farm revolution. 

The first will come from a slowing 
down, perhaps a reversal of the drift 
of young, able, farm-bred boys and 
girls to the cities. At first blush, it 

might seem that labor-saving on the 
farm will turn people away to find 
new employment. But it has been 
the toil, sweat and pay of farm work 
which have driven people from the 
farm in former years. New mechani
cal devices will provide a vastly bet
ter living under more pleasant con
ditions on smaller farms. The saving 
of good blood for farms will vitalize 
progress and democracy in the rural 
regions. Rural counties will regain 
some--perhaps much-of the voting 
strength they have lost in the past 
generation. There will be more intel
ligent political leadership coming 
from the townships and counties. 

Another result with great political 
significance will flow from the ere
~tion of more individual property 
owners~ The first effect, twenty-odd' 
years ago; of power-driven farm ma
chinery was a trend toward larger 
farms. That was because the first ma
chines were large and costly. Now the 
one-family farm can get small and 
cheap machines to do what the earlier 
big machines did. This is a fulfillment 
of Jefferson's recipe for democracy, 
which pointed out that the safest 
custodian of political liberty was the 
small farmer with a property stake in 
stable government. This man was, to 
Jefferson, the salt of the democratic 
earth. With the means of making a 
good life on a personally owned 
farm, the vanishing individualist will 
once more take form and substance. 

RAYMOND MOLEY, 

More Democracy Through 
More Machinery 

We MfJl//h ••• 
THE MOST REV. JOSEPH 

SCBREMBS, D.D., Archbishop of 
Cleveland. 

THE MOST REV. DANIEL F. 
DESMOND, D.D., Bishop of 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 

THE MOST REV. JOSEPH G. 
PINTEN, Grand Rapids, Michi
gan. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN A. 
RYAN, Washington, D.C. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. THOMAS 
S. DUGGAN, Hartford, Con
necticut. 

BROTHER LEO, C.S.C., Director 
of the University Farm, Notre 
Dame, Indiana. 
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We must remember the truthful
ness of the old aphorism that an "idle 
hand is the devil's workshop." Among 
other things that implies the need of 
special education for a wise use of 
leisure. Our education too often has 
been designated for making a living 
rather than for living a rich and sat
isfying life. Thus the various institu
tions that are professedly devoted to 
the things of the spirit and the mind 
will need to "read the signs of the 
times," and to question what worth-; 
while programs, wise management, 
and expert leadership they have to 
offer our suburbias in their effort to 
lead a satisfying and full existence. 

J. L. HYPES, Ph.D., 
The Challenge of Connecticut's 
Suburban Movement 

Covington, Kentucky-Priests of 
the Diocese of Covington have 
preached recently in more than 22 
places on a tour of the mountain 
areas of the diocese, the Rev. Cor
nelius McGraw, C.P., discloses in a 
report to the Most Rev. William T. 
Mulloy, Bishop of of Covington. 

In every instance the priests were 
erithusiastically received, Father Mc
Graw rep6rts. Large audiences gath
ered at roadsides or in public squares 
to hear the word of God preached for 
the first time by a Catholic priest. 
In many places public address sys
tems had to be used so that all 
might hear, Father McGraw said. 

In connection with this missionary 
work a Catholic school has been 
opened in Paintsville to serve the 
people in the extreme eastern portion 
of the diocese and meet . their need 
for a complete system of Catholic 
education through grades and high 
'school. 

N.C.W.C. News Service 

Christian Agrarianism . 

"One. family alone can practice 
Christian agrarianism. The individual 
who diversifies his farming opera
tions, the family which takes up 
part-time farming, the pastor who 
blesses the fields, the sisters who 
teach genuine homemaking, the com
munity which establishes a con
sumers' cooperative, the parish with 
a c!'edit union-all these are oases 
of Christian rural living in a desert 
of backwardness and reaction." 

MOST REV; WM .. A. GRIFFIN, D.D. 
Quotes From Men Who Have Lived In 
The Big City. Only To Discovel; That 
If Was Wanting. 

,"From the ruins, lonely and in
explicable as the sphinx, rose the 
Empire State Building and ... so now 
I went to the roof of the last and 
most magnificent of towers. Then 
I understood-everythin,g was ex
plained; I had discovered the croWD
ing error of th~ city, its Pandora's 

. box. Full of vaunting pride the New 
Yorker had climbed here and .seen 

. MY GIFT TO .YOU 
Sister Michael Marie 

Oh God, You know that I 
Ain't much on words, 
'N this present-givin' stuft 
Is fer fancy speakin' birds. 
All I have's my heart 
'N maybe You won't mind 
If I fill it up with trimmin's 
Fer only You to find. 
Trimmin's that You gave me 
To color with my love, 
Like the whisper of the south. 

wind, 
'N the cooin' of the dove. 
The smell of oak 'ncedar, 
'N earth that's freshly turned, 
The tint of golden harvests, 
'N hills with sunset burned. 
The soft snow's gentle galin' 
Around when twilight's gone. 
.The .yoices of the night birds 
A-sobbin' way till dawn. 
Jist the memory of them 
Is my gift to You-
You gave 'em, I return "em, 
'Cause I know You love 'em too. 

with dismay what he had never'sus- Always there were two or three hours 
pected, that the city was nQt the., a day when I did not know what to 
endless succession of canyons that he. . frl th If If h d h d k 

",;-:;0 wi myse. I a a a wea . 
had supposed but that it had Umits- head or any taste' for drink I could 
from the tallest structure he saw for have slipped down t_ path so many 
the first time that it faded out into writers have gone out of boredom. 
the country on all sides, into an ex- I just wasn't born for city life. (On 
panse of green and blue that alone a farm, if you are born for it, no day 
was limitless. And with the awful is ever long enough to accomplish 
realization that New York was a all there is to be done. No city can 
city after all and not a universe, the offer any excitement comparable to 
whole shining edifice that he had what happens when there is a new 
reared in his imagination came crash- pure-bred calf or the whole landscape 
ing to the ground." comes alive with the change of sea-

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD, son. No excitement can equal the 
From his famous essay, slow satisfaction of witnessing a tired, 
"My Lost City" 

"I became a writer and I made lots 
of money and my books were trans
lated into every language in Europe 
and even into Chinese and Bengali. 
I don't think that my mother could 
have asked for more, but for all that, 
the old itch for the land never died. 
In all my life I lived only three years 
in a city and they were the three 
most unhappy years of my life, two 
of them in New York and one in 
Paris. They were unhappy because 
I was bored, despite all the distin
guished and celebrated people I 
knew, and all the supposedly excit
ing events in which I participated. 

worn field come back to life and 
fertility." 

LOUIS BROMFIELD,_ 
From his latest book, 
"Pleasant Valley" 
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PRAYER TO SAINT CONRAD 
/(everentll4mlJerf Hl)ffmtlnn 

A LMIGHTY and eternal God, 
Who dost deign to give and pre

serve the fruits of the earth, we 
Your farmers are gathered here to 
honor our Brother and Model, St. 
Conrad. 

We thank You for having accorded 
all the highest honors that Your 
Church on earth can grant, to one who 
for 31 years of his life shared with us 
the joys, the labors and the wor
ries of those who toil on the land. He 
prepared himself for his holy monas
tic life, not in the schools of higher 
learning, but in the humble suround
ings of a farm, far away from the 
glamor.ous and treacherous life of 
the city. There, in the country, he 
studied the Book o"{ Nature, which 
revealed to him the omnipotence of 
God and the love of a heavenly 
Father. There, on the walls of his 
farmhouse and in the barns, he 
studied another book, the Book of 
the Cross, from which he learned the 
immensity of the love of the Son of 
God made Man. And from his 
Rosary, always near and dear to 
him, he learned "to appreciate that 
Masterpiece of the Holy Spil:it, the 
Mother of God, Mary Immaculate, 
Queen of Heaven and earth. 

o good Saint Conrad, behold us 
farmers here at your feet, humbly 
asking your help and intercession. 
Teach us to understand and to love 
the Book of Nature so marvelously 
written by the omnipotent Hand of 
God. Teach us to love and under
stand the Book of the Cross so pain
fully written by the bloody hands of 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Teach us to love and understand the 
holy Rosary so tenderly composed by 
Jesus and the great Spouse of the 
Holy Spirit, Mary, Mother of God 
and our Mother. 

After the 31 long years which you 
spent on your farm, Divine Provi
dence directed you to the monastery, 
where for 41 more years, you were 
entrusted with the office of porter. 
There you stood between heaven 

THE IDEAL LIFE 
What seems still more important 

is the fact that the ruling classes not 
only came from the country but also 
returned to the country, as the rural 
mode of life was always regarded as 

the ideal. This rural ideal in art , 
philosophy and life, so deeply im
bedded in the Chinese general con:.. 

sciousness, must a~count in a large 
measure for the racial health today. 
Did the creators of the Chinese pat
tern of life do more wisely than they 
knew in maintaining a level between 
civilization and the primitive habits 
of,living? Was it their sound instinct 
which guide,d them to choose the ag
ricultural civilization, to hate me
chanical ingenuity and love the sim
ple ways of life, to invent the com
forts of life without being enslaved 
by them, and to preach from gener-' 
ation to generation in their poetry, 
painting and literature the "return to 
the farm"? 

For to be close to nature is to have 
physical and moral health. Man in 
the country does not degenerate; only 
man in the cities does. To scholars 
and well-to-do families in the cities, 
persistently the call of the good earth 
comes. The family letters and in
structions of well-known scholars 
abound in such counsel, and reveal 
an important aspect of the Chinese 
civilization, an aspect which subtly 
but profoundly accounts for its long 
survival. 

For human happiness is so precari
ous that the retreat to nature and sim
plicity is the best safeguard for it. 
lt must be so, and the Chinese knew it 
by instinct. They wanted survival 
for their families, and they achieved 
it for their nation. 

LINYuLANG 

My Country and My People. 
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Too Much-Too Uttle 

After three months of almost con
tinuous travel, space is lacking to re
count incidents and lessons. Dear 
"Alfalfa" George himself could cover 

. a whole page. Effervescent and tur
bulent, he was inspired by the Omaha 
group at Norfolk. From the bottom 
up and heads up is the briefest but 
most complete description of Father 
Kaup's boys. 

Rellgiou$ Orders and Rural Ufe 

Throughout the ages they were the 
leaders. They should nave to make 
no apologies for taking on Rural Life 
as a full-time activity-the Francis
cans in California or Mexico-the 
Jesuits in Paraguay or Montana-the 
Oblates and Redemptorists in their 
mission fields among the poor-the 
Benedictines everywhere. How good 
it was to visit the Trinitarians at 
Sulphur Springs,. Mississippi! How 
close . they come to fulfilling their 
great founder's hopes and intentions! 

Visitors at Homeland 
South American priests, who are 

very social-minded but have had no 
experience in manual labor-too bad. 
Said Willis Nutting once upon a time, 
"You cannot appreciate the carrying 
of the Cross by Christ until you have 
carried fence posts from the field to 
the house on a hot summer day.i'_ 
Brother Ray, the historian- Miss 
Monica Durkin of Friendship House 
Farm-and the whole gang at Con
vention tillle-how joyful it is to 
welcome all! 

Our Friends the Non-Catholics 
Just about when Off the Track de

cides to refuse all invitations, Peoria 
Rotary, 4-H in Lincoln, State College' 
at Nachitoches come along and good 
(or bad) intentions go sky high. It's 
a mission after all, and it's good for 
all of us. 

Des Moines 4:30 p. m.
Shreveport 9:30 p. m. 

Cold in the north-sweltering heat 
in the south-a warm welcome in the 

. Diocese of Alexandria, widowed of 
its beloved Bishop Desmond who had 
made all arrangements for our Rural 
Life Institutes. 

On tlntl Off 

file "tlCK 

You ought to visit the public school 
in the Fifth Ward-a real example of 
what a school can do for the com
munity-freezing unit, packing plant, 
canning-all to improve. the families 
there and now-that's Education .. 

Rayne, Louisiana 

Centrifugal and centripetal-Mon
signor' Lerschenscatters Rural Life 
through the south and a ruralite is 
attracted by Monsignor Lerschen's 
southern hospitality-shrimp, frogs, 
crabs-and Father Martin's, O.S.B., 
chicken sauce piquante (?) with no 
pecans. We11 warn you-save on 

. ham but Southwestern Louisiana 
cheesemakers bring forth the best 
there is - Asiago in Italy, Frigo 
Brothers in Wisconsin and Dr. Arce
neaux's protegees at Lafayette. 

Rice Farming by Habetz 

A most enjoyable birthday party 
on a rice farm. Leo Habetz can de
scribe for you most vividly his expe
riences in farming starting from 
scratch. 

Deans and Deaneries 

The Dean of Opelousas takes the 
cake. Monsignor Broussard of Lake 
Charles has dignity. The Dean of 
Crowley is an Acadian with an Irish 
n:ame. Well-but· Opelousas' dean is 
sui generis, ne plus ultra! 
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Cooperation in the Superlaflve 
For two days Southwestern LOuis

iana Institute opened its doors to 
priests, sisters and Catholic laity-. 
We conducted most successful, Insti
tutes. Dr. Fletcher,its presidetlt, 
welcomed us. Miss Comeaux and ·the 
girls fed us. We enjoyed every mo
ment. 

Delta "antation, Greenville, 
Mississippi 

We did not win the ba.le of cotton 
at Dr. Igoe's raffle, but with chatm
ing Bishop Gerow, hospitable Oscar 
Johnston, judicial Mr. Brunini of 
Vicksburg and many others we par
ticipated in fruitful discussions and 
saw a 38,000 acre plantation in.ftill 
bloom. 
Hope Haven and Monsignor Wynhoven 

No matter where you go in New 
Orleans, the memory and works of 
that. great Dutch I;>riest stand before 
you. Monsignor Greco, his succes
sor, possesses the learning and per
sonality of ·a typical Italian. (We 
stick together.) 

S.ator Ellender and the 
iiiecutive Secretary 

I It's fun to argue with a good-na
tured senator, eVFn if you disagree 
with him. 

The Cosmos Club 
You meet notables there-Jim Pat

ton, Dr. Thone, Russell Lord and the 
like-one has a feeling of "empathy" 
when there-like a little sausage in 
th,e company of big bologna. 

Northwest New York 
That stands for the Buffalo Dio

cese; fora lot of good things-Bish
ops O'Hara and Burke; the Mayville 
Apostolate and Father Navagh; St. 
Bonaventure and Father Chas. Plass
man; Monsignor Smith; Father Ben
nett and the Niagara Gorge; that 
great Piemontese, Monsignor Gam
bino; Father Loftus of charities fame 
and Monsignor Boland, the champion 
of labor and more and more. 

To Top It Off 
A visit with the South American 

fellow traveler, Monsignor J. P. Mor
rison, no~ in an "rurban" parish . 
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WOMAN TODAY* 
"Let us look at things as they are." 

The New Woman 
"In the face of theories and practice 

which by different ways are tearing 
a woman from her mission and, with 
a flattering promise of unbridled free
dom or, in reality, of hopeless misery, 
we see that they are depriving her of 
her personal dignity, her dignity as 
woman. Many political m()vements 
are turning to woman to win her for 
systems which dangle marvelous 
promises before her eyes: equality of 
rights with men, care during preg
nancy and childbirth, public kitchens 
and other communal services to free 
her from 'some of her household cares, 
public kindergartens and other in
stitutions maintained and adminis
tered by government which relieve her 
of maternal obligations towards her 
own children, free schools and sick 
benefits. It is not meant to deny the 
advantages that can accrue from 
one and the other of these social 
services if properly administered." 

A Question 
"But there still remains the crucial 

point of the question to which we 
already referred. Has woman's posi
tion been thereby improved?" 

The Woman of Capitalism 
"Can a woman, perhaps, hope' for 

her real well being from a regime 
dominated by capitalism? We do not 
need to describe to you now the eco
nomic and social results that issue 
from it. You know its characteristic 
signs, and you yourselves are bearing 
its burden: excessive concentration 
of populations in cities, the con
stant all-absorbing increase of big 
industries, the difficult and pre

. carious state of others, notably 
those of artisan and agricultural 
workers, and ihe disturbing in
crease of unemployment." 

Queen of a Home 
"Equality of rights with man 

brought with it her abandonment of 
the home where she reigned as queen, 
and her SUbjection to the same work 
strain and working hours. It entails 
depreciation of her true dignity and 
the solid foundation of all her rights 
which is her characteristic feminine 
role, and the intimate coordination of 
the two sexes. The end intended by 
God for the good of all human society, 
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especially for that of the family, is 
lost sight of." 

Filling Station 
"We see a woman who in order to 

augment her husband's earnings, be~ 
takes herself also to a factory, leav
ing her house abandoned during her 
absence. The house, untidy and small 
perhaps before, becomes even more 
miserable for lack of care. Members' 
of the family work separately in 
four quarters of the city and with 

. different working hours. Scarcely 
ever do they find themselves to
gether for dinner or rest after work 
-still less for prayer in common. 
What is left of family life? And what 
attractions can it offer to children?" 

Losing by Gaining 
"As to the working classes, forced 

to earn daily bread, a woman might 
if she reflected, realize, that not rare
ly the supplementary wage which she 
earns by working outside the house is 
easily swallowed up by other ex
penses or even by waste which is ruin
ous to the family budget." 

Nobility and Beauty . 
"To such painful consequences 0%1 

the absence' of the mother from tm; 
home there is added another, still 
more deplorable. It concerns the 
education, especially of the young 
girl, and her preparatioll: for real life. 
Accustomed as she is to see her 
mother always out of the house and 
the house itself so gloomy in its 
abandonment, she will be unable to 
find any attraction for it. She will 
not feel the slightest inclination for 
austere housekeeping jobs. She can
not be expected to appreciate their 
nobility and beauty or to wish' one 
day to give herself to the.m as a 
wife and mother. ' 

"This is true in all grades and 
stations of social life. The daughter 
of the worldly woman, who sees all 
housekeeping left in the hands of 
paid help and her mother fussing 
around with frivolous 'Occupations 
and futile amusements, will follow her 
example, will want to be emancipated 
as soon as poss,ible and in the words 
of a very tragic phrase "to live her 
own life." How could she conCeive 
a desire to become one day a true 
lady, that is, the mother of a happy, 
prosperous, worthy family?" 

N 
COMNl 

World Housekeeping 
"Let us say at the outset that for 

us the problem regarding woman, 
both in its entirety and in all 
its many details, resolves itself 
into preserving and augmentiilg that 
dignity which woman has had' from 
God. Woman's activity is concerned, 
in great part, with the labors and 
occupations of domestic life. 

Sphere and Bent 
"In both states alike woman's 

sphere is dearly outlined byquaIities, 
temperament and gifts peculiar to her 
sex. She collaborates with man but 
in a manner proper to her according 
to her natural bent. Now, the sphere 
of woman, her manner of life, her 
native bent, is motherhood. Every 
woman is made to be a mother: a 
mother in the physical meaning of 
the word or in the more spiritual 
and exalted but no less real sense." 

"Fm 
organh 
make-t 
structil 
and at 
ness. 
a real 
lems (j 

specti< 
her de 
her on 
or pol 
udice 
good ( 

"Bl 
a grou 
more' 
to th€ 
tirely. 

"W 
if nol 
the t 

LAND AND HOME DECEMBER 1945 LA 



D 
TS 

"For this purpose the Creator 
organized the whole characteristic 
make-up of woman, her organic con
struction, but even more her spirit, 
and above all her delicate sensitive
ness. Thus it is that a woman who is 
a real woman can see all the prob
lems of human life only in the per
spective of the family. That is why 
her delicate sense of her dignity puts 
her on. guard at any time that a social 
or political order threatens to prej
udice her mission as a mother or the 
good of the family." 

Involuntary Celibacy 
"But these interests also call for 

a group of women who can dispose of 
more time so as to devote themselves 
to them more directly and more en
tirely." 

"Who, then, can these women be, 
if not especially those upon whom 
the unavoidable circumstances be-

fnlond J. Massicotte 

stowed a mysterious vocation, who· 
were destined by events to a solitude 
which was not in their thoughts or 
desires, and which seemed to con
demn them to a selfishly futile and 
aimless life?" 

A Work to Do 
"Every woman has them, the 

strict obligation in conscience, not to 
absent herself but to go into action in 
a manner and way suitable to the 
condition of each so as to hold back 
those currents which threaten the 
home, so as to oppose those doctrines 
which undermine its foundations, so 
as to prepare, organize and achieve, 
its restoration. Thus it is that a 
vast field of activity now lies open 
to women and it can be, correspond
ing to the mentality or character of 
each, either intellectually or actively 
practical. But it is clear that if 
man is by temperament more 
drawn to deal with eternal things 
and public affairs, woman has, gen
erally speaking, more .insight and 
a finer touch in knowing and solv
ing delicate problems of domestic 
and family life which is the foun
dation of all social life." 

On Equal Basis 
"She has to collaborate with man 

towards the good of the State in 
which she is of the same dignity as he. 
Each of the two sexes must take the 
part that belongs to it, according to 
its nature, special qualities, and phys
ical, intellectual and moral aptitude~ 
Both have the right and duty to co
operate toward the total good of 
society and of their country." 

Instinct and Abilities 
"Associated with men in civil in

stitutions, she will apply herself 
especially to those matters which 
call for tact, delicacy and maternal 
instinct rather than administrative 
rigidity. Who better than she can 

• understand what is needed for the 
dignity of woman, the integrity and 
honor of the young girl, and the pro
tection and education of the child? 
The sensitiveness and fine feeling 
proper to woman, which might lead 
her to judge by her impressions and 
would thus involve the risk of im
peding clarity and breadth of vision, 
serenity of judgment and forethought 
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for remote consequences, are, on the 
contrary, of immense help when it is 
a question of throwing light on the 
needs, aspirations and dangers that 
touch· domestic, public welfare or 
religious spheres. 

Developing an Instinct 
"Motherly instinct is in her a hu

man ip.stinct, not determined by na
ture down to the details of its applica
tion. It is airected by free will and 
this in turn is guided by intellect. 
Hence comes its moral value and its 
dignity but also imperfection which 
must be compensated for and re
deemed by education." 

Education for Motherhood 
"Education proper to her· sex of 

the young girl, and not rarely also of 
the grown woman, is therefore a 
necessary condition. of her prepara
tion and formation for a life worthy 
of her. The ideal would evidently be 
that this education should begin with 
infancy in the intimacy of the Catho
lic home under the directic:ms of the 
mother. It is, unfortunately, not al-

,ways the case, not aiways possible." 

, . fA Noviceship 
<I "However, it is possible to supply, 
at least in part, for this deficiency by 
securing for· the .young girl, who of 
necessity must work outside the home, 
one of these occupations which are, 
to some extent, a training ground and 
a noviceship for the life for which 
she is destined. 

Training for Queenship 
"To such a purpose also serve 

those schools of domestic economy 
which aim at making of the child 
and the young girl today the wife 
and mother of tomorrow. 

"How worthy of praise and en
couragement are such institutions! 
They are one of the forms of activity 
in which your motherly sense and 
weal can have ample scope and in
fluence and one, too, of the most 
precious because the good that you 
do propagates itself to infinity, pre
paring your pupils to pass on to others 
in the family, or out of it, the good 
which you have done them." 

"It was our intention to ~omment editorially 
concerning the address of Pope Pius xn to 
Women (October 21, 1945.) our comments 
are unnecessary. We quote the papal words 
without introduction or conclusion. 
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THEY CALLED IT 
NEIGHBORLINESS 
Evereff G. Reid 

chinery or hire "Hunkey" labor than 
it was to raise a family to help with 
the work. A "Hunkey" was anyone 
who spoke imperfect English and who 
would work at hard farm labor for a 
few months out of a year at starva
tion wages and obligingly support 
himself and his family as best he 
could for the rest of the time. W HEN the word "co-operative" 

. comes up today we think of 
Sweden and the "middle way" or a 
jointly owned business which buys or 
sells in large quantities and divides 
the profits among a group of partici
pants. 

Of course co-ops are an old institu
tion. When a group of prehistoric 
hunters combined their efforts to kill 
one dinosaur that was a co-op. It 
worked on the principle that a suffi
cient number of men more than 
equalled one dinosaur and the profits, 
in the form of meat, was divided 
among those who helped with the kill. 

I am not old enough to remember 
the dinosaur co-operatives,. but I do 
remember an informal sort of co-op 
whiC;h e~isted about 1910 and which 
has almost vanished today. This was 
the type common in rural and small 
town life which took various forms 
and included such diversified activ
ities as bam raisings, husking bees, 
threshing, bam dances and the village 
band. 

No one called this "co-operation." 
They just called it "neighborliness." 
There were no elected officials, paid 
or otherwise. The engineer of the 
threshing machine listed the work to 
be done in each neighborhood and 
set a day for doing it. Everyone 
showed up to help his neighbor be
cause his neighbor had helped or 
would help him. Every now and 
then someone would find an occasion 
which seemed to call for a celebration 
and the fiddler would come along 
with his fiddle and bow and all the 
neighbo~s would bring along a basket 
of food. Generally the fiddler con
sidered a good meal and plenty of 
cider or whatever was offered in the 
way of refreshments, together with a 
chance to swing a few pretty girls 
while some inferior musician took his 
place, ample reward for his night's 
labor. . 
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Of course these conditions still 
exist in some places where the com
bine hasn't as yet wiped out the 
thresher, but few are the places 
where the old fiddler is anything but 
a memory ora radio broadcaster. 
The old mutual help and mutual 
pleasure spirit is a thing of the past 
and whatever neighborhood work is 
now done is an affair of day labor 
with the participants receiving their 
pay in cash instead of an exchange of 
aid. Labor saving machinery on the 
farm, canned music and the public 
dance halls have abolished one of the 
greatest bonds of co-operation that 
ever existed in the United States. 

The large family famistead was 
dealt its death· blow and th~ migra
tory, wage earning, landless agriSllI
tural workers came into being RS a 
result of the introduction of the farm 
machines which made co-operative 
community aid obsolete. Farmers 
came to believe that it was more 
profita~le to spend money for ma-

Sofarms ceased to be family co-ops 
and became rural industries. Work 
was no longer done by partner-mem
bers of the family who received their 
fair share of bed, board and clothing 
in return for their efforts, but by un
derpaid laborers and the farm family 
and the laborer were both degraded. 
Because it was easier to teach a 
laborer to care for one crop than for 
several and' because the one crop sys
tem made the most efficient use of 
machines and hired help and because 
it was impossible to pay cash for help 
and machinery unless there was cash 
coming in, money came to take the 
place of goods, and more money had 
to be raised to buy necessities that 
were not raised. So mutual co-op
eration died. 

About 1910 the birth of a baby was 
. a neighborhood affair. The mother 
was overwhelmed by such an excess 
of neighborly zeal for her comfort 
and welfare as isn't found these days 

RURAL LIFE ROLLS 

I found this recipe for rolls in a cookbook put out by the 
Catholic Daughters of America. of the Easton. Minnesota. parish. 
I have used it for a long time because it is one of the best roll 
recipes I have ever tried. 

2 cups scalded milk 
2 tbsp. butter 
2 tbsp. lard 
'/2 cup sugar 
'/2 tsp. salt 
3 eggs 
7 cups flour 
2 cakes yeast 

Pour scalded milk over butter. lard. sugar and salt. let cool 
until lukewarm. then put two yeast cakes in and let stand ten 
minutes. Add beaten eggs and flour. Let rise twice and put in 
pans and let rise again. Bake 20 to 30 minutes. 

Susan Frawley Eisele. 
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.. outside the palace of a queen. Both 
before and after the arrival of Doc 
with his squalling cargo every woman 

;within neighboring distance con
i •. tributed advice, elbow grease or hot 
.• tea. The event was ushered in by 

... more showers than the green grass of 
April. When Papa and Mama made 
their first public appearance with the 
new, shiny black baby carriage every 
woman on their line of march claimed 
the right to kiss the little dear. Why 
not? Hadn't they all supplied an 
embroidered dress, a blanket or 
bootees? 

Every community had one good 
soul especially skilled in helping at 
births, illnesses and deaths and who 
was equally useful at either extreme 
of life. She didn't wear starched 
white uniforms or scrub her hands 
before handling the baby. Accord-
ingly she did her best for the newborn 
and the dying and could scrub 
diapers to a -snowy whiteness and 
make very nourishing soup. 

There is still a place in the rural 
community for the neighborhood 
nurse. Nurses who have married and 
moved to the country could add to 
their income by taking the place left 
vacant by the passing of the neigh
borhood midwife. Mothers and chil
dren could be as well cared for in 
their own homes by a trained and 
efficient nurse as they are in hospitals. 
It would certainly be far cheaper 
and if the home was the parents' own 
and the one in which the child was 
going to grow up, the pleasant mem
ories of childhood and youth spent 
under the roof where one was born 
would be something to cherish in 
these gadabout days. 

Gardens were matters in which 
everyone who amounted to anything 
took great pride and this extended to 
flowers. One great cooperative move
ment was the annual distribution of 
choice seeds. Everyone who grew 
some posy a little better than his 
neighbor shared his seeds and was 
given the seed of some other choice 
flower his neighbor had grown in re
turn. This exchange of seeds and 
growing advice put beautiful flowers 
in every garden at no cost but the 
labor. 

In my boyhood neighborhood a 
flower of outstanding virtue was the 
"Clara" geranium. Later I found 
the same flower in another commu
nity where it was called the "Mary 
Ann," while in still another place it 
was called the "Miss Clark." I 
brought this to the attention of a 
professional floriculturist years later. 
"Those were neighborhood names," 
he said. "If you· could trace them 
you would find that they had their 
beginnings in the fact that 'Clara' or 
'Mary- Ann' or 'Miss Clark' was the 
woman who introduced the variety 
into the neighborhood and so it was 
named for her. We've gotten people 
pretty well broke of using those old 
names. Everyone calls them by their 
proper names now." 

Sure enough, a few days ago I saw 
the same geranium by a hospital. bed-

side and the owner called it by a 
name that is known to every peruser 
of seed catalogues. It looked very 
droopy and the scientific diagnosis 
of it's ailment probably was that the 
condition had developed from thirst, 
malnutrition and lack of vitamin D, 
but I am inclined to think that it 
pined away of lonesomeness for 
"Clara," "Mary Ann" and "Miss 
Clark." 

Many gardeners do not save their 
flower seeds and each year their 
orders are sent to distant seed houses. 
As it seems that schools are always 
in need of m~mey for gym equipment, 
libraries, etc., why not turn the job 
of growing the community flower 
seeds over to them and let the schools 
profit by it? . A plot of land on which 
to grow flowers could be rented if the 
space was not available on the school 
premises. The purposes served would 
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be threefold. The flowers in bloom 
would beautify the school grounds 
and increase the pupils' pride in it. 
The small amount of work, and the 
study that accompanied it, would 
benefit- the children by teaching them 
industry and self-reliance and a lot 
of practical botany. Some day, 
swank city flower shows might sport 
a "Little White School House" mum. 
Thirdly, the profits would stay right 
at home where the home folks would 
benefit by them. Lack of handling 
charges should make this home grown 
seed much cheaper than those 
shipped from a distan~ seed house. 

Transportation was a very co
operative affair. Whoever was going 
to town with a load of grain on his 
sleigh would pick up orders from all 
his neighbors for goods not obtain
able at the crossroads store. Some
times the neighbors themselves were 
packed away under numerous lap
robes and taken along. I have often 
waited with my parents at the "Half
w,ay House" for a town bound neigh

,b?1'to stop in to get warm and pick 
uff passengers. Here again was a 
case of neighborly good will and no 
fee changed hands lor the service ex- 1 

cept, perhaps, a glass of beer. Travel
ing the twelve miles to town behind 
steaming horses, wrapped in innumer
able rugs warmed with hot bricks that 
were changed at every crossroads 
hotel, the service stations of those 
days, with the driver wrapped in a 
bearskin coat is something to remem
ber. 

Here is a chance for some young 
man or woman with a bargaining 
turn of mind to earn a little change 
in their spare time. Patch up an 
old car or truck and collect orders 
from the neighbors for goods that 
are needed from town. Then by 
sharp bargaining convince the cus
tomer that it is just as cheap to pay 
a small fee to have their shopping 
done for them as it 'is to go to town. 
To even things up the storekeep
er wouldn't have to worry about com
petition from the chains. 

There is little can be said for the 
old village bands except that they 
were a home product and that their 
music was as atrocious as it was en-
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thusiastic. Anyway it was lots of fun 
and the musicians probably enjoyed 
themselves more than their audience. 
That's the way with music. It's more 
fun to make it than it is to hear it 
even if one only whistles through 
one's teeth. A juke box is, quite an 
attraction to young people who want 
a rhythmic 'noise to dance' to but 
I have a feeling that an amateur band 
or orchestra would be quite an at
traction too. If some enterprising mu
sician who was tired of waiting for 
an answer to his "at liberty" adwas 
to settle on a little piece of fertile 
land and cultivate beans and Bach 
together, put on community dances 
at the town hall or private barns, in
struct hopeful young Sousas or Dam
roches and give the neighbors a 
chance to get together for a little 
fun without going to a beer garden, 
he'd benefit both himself and his 
neighbors greatly. There is a chance 
that we might become so music
minded that radio programs would 
either have to be good or ,shut 'up. 
If they all shut up and we made our 
music at home, even if it were only 
on a Jew's harp, so much the better. 
Our music would mean something to 
us besides a noise that caused us to 
raise our voices in order to be heard 
and to which we really never listen. 

Blight has killed the chestnut trees 
and many people think that the vil
lage blacksmith went with them. On 
the contrary they are very much 
alive, going by various assumed 
names such as machinists or mechan
ics, mostly in garages. There doesn't 
seem to be a pressing need for more 
of these but there could be better 
ones, especially in these days when 
machinery replacements are scarce 
and ingenious repairing needed, 

There is a man in my neighbor
hood who has a little shop with a 
lathe, -drill press and various hand 
tools, a cider press, a modest car,a big 
garden and a house full of healthy, 
rosy-cheeked daughters. Before he 
joined the army, his son, a tech 
school graduate, held a partnership 
in the business and his father is hope
fully looking forward to the day when 
he will return and convert swords 
into plowshares in the modern man-
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Francis Thompson 

Man's bodr was ordained to tell 
The tale 0 this sweet miracle. 
For bread and wine, and all his food. 
Are turned to flesh, are turned to blood; 
And all men, at their common feasts, 
Are transubstantiatins priests. 

Christ. as in Cana's miracle, 
Generous. His creatures would excel, 
So save to men ordained the power 
With His own Flesh and Blood to dower 
The altar Bread, the altar Wine-
o darins plasiary divine! 

Then walk awarely 'mid the corn 
That will as human flesh be worn
'Tis holy sround that thou dost tread 
And be indeed a worshippet, , 
Discernins in our daily bread 
The Eucharist's biosrapher. 

ner by turning jeeps into" farm trac
tors. They think it will be a good 
business. ' , 

, , , 
One of the most envied peop~' in 

my family was my Uncle Bill who 
was a country barber. He divided his 
efforts between bald heads in the 
parlor and cabbage heads in the gar
den. A southern farmer once told 
me that human hair makes exce~ 
tionally fine fertilizer for potatoes. 
If this should prove to be scientific
ally true the country barber should 
be able to raise extra good spuds and 
perhaps trade his services for a little 
leaf lard with which to make gravy. 

The passing of the country doctor 
is one of the most regrettable losses 
ever experienced in rural America. 
There is a lot of satisfaction in being 
able to spend a half hour telling 
one's troubles to an unhurried and 
sympathetic medical man and very 
likely he does as good a job of curing 
our ailments as any high powered city 
specialist who is so harried to death 
trying to raise money to pay big rent 
and to make payments on expensive 
equipment that he doesn't have tiine 
to find out what is wrong with his 
patients before he collects his' fee. . 
If you have one of these invaluable 
men in your community pay yourbill 

and treat him nicely, it may induce 
his son or some other young man to 
follow in, his footsteps. 

Eggs and butter were once me
diums of exchange as good as gold 
and country people would be more 
prosperous if this was true again. 
Wouldn't it be better to trade a 
pound of butter to the barber for a 
haircut than to sell milk or cream 
to a dairy at a price so low that it 
insults the cow? Any farmer would 
. find his time well paid for if he cured 
his own bacon and hams and made 
his own sausage to trade for com
modities he couldn't make or serv
ices he couldn't do for himself. 

Of course the days when such mu
tual cooperation was at its best 
weren't really Utopian, but still they 
offered more security than the cash 
and carry type of living that is com
mon today. I know that psychiatrists 
have a high priced name for people 
like me who dream wistfully of the 
past, but all the same when I remem
ber my childhood arid how much 
more we had then with so much less 
worry, I believe that there are many 
who will agree with me when I say 
that the world would be a better place 
if we could bring back those won
derful days-with a few modern im
provements. 
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JOTTINGS· FROM COMPREHENSIVE REPORTS 

of Rural Life Directors 

"A questionnaire was sent out to 
every Jesuit in the United States. 
Considering the many activities 
which already claim the attention of 
the Order's men the response was 
exceptionally large. More than 500 
expressed a willingness to assist in 
the Rural Life Movement accord
ing to their capacity and time. Over 
half of these are priests ready to de
vote any spare time to writing, lectur
ing or directing study clubs." 

REY. ANTHONY J. ADAMS, S.J. 
Rural Life Director, ISO 

"Of the eighty-four parishes in 
the diocese approximately sixty-four 
have a sufficiently large rural popula
tion to warrant special attention. 
Of the supposedly strictly rural 
parishes there is scarcely one that 

. cound not accommodate families de
pendent upon industrial occupation 
for a livelihood. 

REv. BERNARD BEAHAN, 
Diocese of Lansing 

"Father L. L. Engeman and I are 
obtaining subscriptions for LAND AND 
HOME. Our goal is at least 150 sub
scriptions before the end of the year. 
We feel that through knowledge there 
will come appreciation and action." 

REV. HAROLD J. BEELER, 
Diocese of Kansas City 

"A two day conference was held 
at Montezuma Seminary in Las 
Vegas, New Mexivo, for the priests 
of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
Thirty-three priests attended. His 
Excellency, Most Rev. Edwin V. 
Byrne, presided. 

REV. CHARLES BLANCHARD 
Diocese of Santa Fe 

"Since the people of the locality 
are not generally affected directly by 
large industry and industrial in
fluence, the particular concern of 
their pastors is to instill, renew or 
create in them the true Catholic 
motive for living on the land; to 
encourage the family-size and family 
type farm and to exert an influence 
against the trend of commercial farm
ing, investment buying of land or 

the purchase of 'land by large holding 
or industrial corporations." 

REv. H. V. DILLER, C.PP.S. 
Fathers of the Precious Blood 

"Some fruits of our labors: organ
ization of twelve study groups in 
preparation for the establishment of 
credit unions; the formation of 
parish libraries with books on rural 
subjects; the rehabilitation of civil
ians as well as service men; the sur
vey of available farms and steps 
taken toward schools for rural educa
tion in the Province of Ontario." 

REv. V. J. GILLOGLY, 
Diocese of Peterborough, Onto 

"Work is being accomplished 
throughout the diocese toward the 
formation of study clubs for both 
old and young." 

REV. GEO. ESTERGUARD, 
Diocese of Sioux Falls 

"A Rural Life School for farm~s, 
sponsored by the pastors of the 
Granger Deanery, was conducted at 
Taylor, Texas. The Chamber ·of 
Commerce of Taylor gave it· strong 
support." 

REv. J. T. GEISER, 
Diocese of Galveston 

"A program has been inaugurated 
whereby the Diocesan Director will 
speak on ·the subject of Catholic 
Rural Life before the congregation 
of rural and semi-rural parishes." 

REv. JOSEPH FINAN, 
Diocese of Steubenville 
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"We have set up a Surplus Church 
Goods Exchange whereby church 
supplies such as missals, vestments, 
candlesticks etc., which are not need
ed in city churches and convents, can 
be given to rural churches and mis-
sions. 

REV. JAMES S. FOLEY, 
Diocese of Trenton, N. J. 

"Throughout the year the twelve 
priests of the Rural Life Committee 
met regularly to promote the objec
tives of the Rural Life Movement. 
At our last meeting, which was at
tended by our Most Reverend 
Bishop, three more priests were added 
to the Committee. The Committee 
sponsored four Rural Life Institutes. 
The Assumption Jnstitute featured 
the first annual observance of the 
feast of Saint Isidore." 

REV. J. F. FitOMMHERZ, 
Diocese of Toledo 

"During the past year thirty-two 
pastors received mileage from the 
Rural Life fund to the extent of $4,
O{)O. This was paid at the rate of 

'fqpt cents per mile for trips to and 
from missions. 

REV. THOS. W. GREEN, 
Diocese of Wichita 

"In the Diocese of Bismarck we re
peated our two day institute for 
farmers. Even though weather con
ditions were such that the country 
roads became almost impassable 
about seventy-five farmers attended 
the two day institute." 

REv. JOHN HEINZ, . 
Diocese of Bismarck 

"I have but recently been ap
pointed Rural Life Director of a 
State which is strictly rural, which 
has a total population of 3,600,000 
people with but 12,000 Catholics. I 
have come to this meeting to learn." 

REV. FRANK J. HOWARD, 
Diocese of Raleigh 

"The Rural Life activities are 
co-ordinated with the activities of 
the Bureau of Education and the 
Bureau of Scouting. There is splen
did co-operation among these organ
izations. 

REv. WM. HRADECKY, 
Diocese of Dubuque 
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"The Life of Saint Isidore was 
mimeographed and sent to aU pastors. 
The feast was observed by proces
sions and blessings of farms in 
several parishes. Prayer cards are 
used in many parishes by the con-

. gregations." . 
REv. Jo.SEPH HYLDEN, 
Diocese of Fargo 

"Ten rural parishes have been 
adopted, nine of these by larger 
parishes and one by a layman." 

REv. GEo.RGE JOHNSo.N, 
Diocese of Oklahoma 
City~Tulsa 

"We had a Rural Leaders' Seminar 
according to suggestions sent out 
from the National Office. The Bishop 
was present and about forty-five 
diocesan priests. His Excellency 
called it a 'red letter day' in the his
tory of the Diocese." 

REv. G. F. MAHo.N, 
Diocese of Superior 

,"There are nine sisterhoods co
o.perating in the instruction of chil
dren in rural parishes. This work was 
undertaken not only to bring in
struction to. the children but like
wise to inspire vocations to the sister
hood. Many country children had 

, never previously seen a sister." 
REv. E. A. KIRBY, 
Diocese of Cleveland 

"A Rural Life School was con
ducted at St. John's Seminary, Little 
Rock, for seminarians and priests. 
After the school the work was con
tinued by the Director of the Semi
nary, Rt. Rev. Msgr. O'Connell. 
Another Rural Life School was con
ducted at Subiaco for the clergy, 
seminarians and people." 
REv. ANTHONY LACHOWSKY, C.S.Sp. 
Diocese of Little Rock 

"Since the Cincinnati Convention, 
the Region of the South has made 
rapid progress. It has taken definite 
shape based on the interest mani
fested in the States of Arkansas, 
Texas, Louisiana, Tennessee, Mis
sissippi and Alabama~ This year 
major progress has been in diocesan 
rural schools." 
Very REV. MSGR. HUBERT LERSCHEN 

. Regional Director of the South 

uo 

"4-H Clubs are being fostered 
through the parochial schools and 
regional rural life conferences are 
being planned for the sisters who 
teach in the school." 

REv. H. J. KAUP, 
Archdiocese of Omaha 

"The League of the Little Flower 
collects funds from all the parishes 
o.f the two ArchdioceseS and distrib
utes the returns to rural parishes 
and gives toward the support of 
Vacation Schools. All rural parishes 
receive aid, about twenty-four in 
number, as well as about forty vaca
tion schools which are conducted by 
about 200 Sisters and reach about 
5,000 children." 
Report read by REv. HORACE Mc

KENNA, S.J. on behalf of Rt. REv. 
Jo.SEPH LEARY, Rural Life Direc
tor, Archdioceses Baltimore-Wash-
ington: . 

"About sixteen rural missions were 
conducted. Seven of: th~e, ',of two 
weeks each, were entirely,forJnon
Catholics. St. Mary of the~igh, 
ways Motor Chapel was used. Our 
attendance at some of these missions 
went as high.as three hundred, which 
is quite large for small rural com
munities." 

REv. CHESTER P. MICHAEL, 
Diocese of Richmond 

"In Rural Education the Superin- , 
tendent of Schools incorporates the 
educational program of the Confer
ence in his program. The Sacial Serv
ice Bureau integrates the rural psy
chology into the case work. The 

In This Issue: 
MOST REV. WILLIAM: A. GRIFFIN, 

D.D., is the newly elected President 
of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. . . . REVEREND LEo 
BERGER, a practical, rural pastor in a 
prairie state .... Lou MYRTIS VINING 
has traveled much and writes because 
she loves to do so .... REv. LAMBERT 
HOFFMANN has an interest in making 
a favorite Saint better known. . . . 
SISTER MICHAEL MARIE, I.W.B.S., of 
rural, western birth now imparts her 
poetic talents in favor of southern 
youth .... E. L. CHICANQT gives the 

. public the benefit af his travel and 
obserVations. . . . C. D. WILLIAMS 
whose work draws him cityward but 
he loves the couritryside 

Catholic Charities Director does like
wise as does the editor of the Dioce
san Southern Nebraska Register." 

RT. REV. MSGR. F. G. MOCK, 
Diocese of Lincoln 

"We have been successful in pro
curing farms in McHenry and Davies 
Counties for returning veterans who. 
were recommended to. us from Chi
cago and by pastors of the Rackford 
Diocese." 

REV. FRANK J. MILLER, 
Diacese of Rockford 

"In conjunction with priests of 
the Rural Uplifters, a study club 

. comprising eleven rural - minded 
priests of the Archdiocese of Indi
anapolis and the Diocese of Evans
ville, we assisted in conducting twa
day Rural youth Leadership Schaals 
at Washington, Ind." 

REV. ARTHUR' P. Mo.o.NEY, 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

"Much care and concern may be 
expended by us in what is becomin~ 
known as the One Faot in the SoIl 
and One Foot in Industry projects. 
One of our parishes has develaped 
a housing project which takes care 
of eight Catholic families on small 
tracts of land." 

REV. H. J. MILLER, 
Diocese of Fort Wayne 

L AN D A, N D· .H O.'M E DECEMBER 1945 

fere 
coni 
pro) 
(1) 
nob 
sual 
grel 
cou 
4-E 
mu: 
wal 
coo. 
olic 
in 1 

att 
cm 
wb 
sel 
hOI 

rel 
in 
fel 
HI 
ml 
to 
th 

ci 
cl 
10. 
C~ 

C 
b 
tl 
B 
I 

o 
VI 

P 
b 
1 
t 
1 
] 



"The Catholic Rural Life Con
ference of the Diocese of Green Bay 
continued to work out its five point 
program. The program is as follows: 
(1) to convince the farmers of the 
nobility of their calling; (2) to per
suade them to join one of the three 
great farm organizations; (3) to en
courage the establishment of more 
4-H Clubs under parochial and com
munity auspices; (4) to educate to
ward the establishment of more farm 

, cooperatives; (5) to encourage. Cath
olic Land Foundations which will aid 

. in keeping farm folks on the farm." 
REV. PETER SALM" 
Diocese of Green Bay 

"Every child in our rural parish 
attends the parochial school. We 
cover eighty-eight miles - eacH day 
while gathering the children for 
school and returning them to their 
homes." 

REV. ERNEST J. SMITH, 
Diocese· of Youngstown 

"Early in October nine one-day 
retreats for farmers were conducted 
in various parts of the diocese. Con
ferences were given by Father John 
Heinz. In all seven hundred and fifty 
men attended. Books and pamphlets 
to the value of $200 were sold at 
these retreats." 

REv. WM. SCHIMEK, 
Diocese of Winona 

"There are localities in which finan
cial obligations connected with cate
chetical schools cannot be handled 
locally. Such obligations are taken 
care of by the Diocesan Rural Life 
Conference fund raised by contri
butions from larger, urban parishes 
through the efforts of the bureau." 
RT. REV. MSGR. H. B. SCHNELTON, 
Diocese of Springfield,. Illinois 

"Priests discussion clubs were 
organized last October. Seven clubs 
were formed. Seventy priests take 
part in these. We used as our text 
book the "Manifesto on Rural Life." 
The clubs meet every two weeks. The 
text book this year will be, "Credit 
Union North America." 
Report read by REV. VICTOR 

SCHMIDTZINSKY for REv. P. K. 
FOGGELLE, Rural Life Director, 
Archdiocese of San Antonio. 

"Weare now finding a definite 
movement in parts of the Diocese 
toward instructing the returning 
veterans concerning the necessity of 
keeping one foot in industry and one 
foot on the lan.d." 

REv. J. T. SHIELDS, 
Diocese of Peoria 

"One result of our efforts has been 
manifested in the form of eighteen 
acres of land, within commuting dis
tance of the city, divided into one 
acre plots to be used for homesteads 
for negroes. This is not being ac
complished under the auspices of the 
Church, nor is it a strictly Catholic 
enterprise. However I do know that 
the Catholic Rural Life philosophy 
inspired the promoter to undertake 
the project." 

REv. JULIAN SCHAEFER, 
Diocese of Columbus 

"Father John M. Donelon, C.S.P. 
of Clemson, South Car'olina, has done 
a splendid' job at S1; Ann's Parish; 
Fairplay, South Carolina, in inaugu
rating an intensive program of home 
crafts and is now formulating plans 
for the organization of a co-op among 
the farmers of the region of ,Fair
'play." 

REv. GEO. LEWIS SMITH, 
Diocese of Charleston 

"The end of hostilities will no doubt 
serve to stimulate further rural activ
ities in our diocese. Retreats for 
farmers will be conducted. Co-opera
tives will be formed. The needs of the 
rural parishes will be studied with 
the view of finding the solution of 
the problems confronting the rural 
peOple in order to retain on the fl;l,rm 
a contented population. 

REV. JOSEPH STEINHAUSER, 
Reporting for the Diocese 
of LaCrosse ' 

"In the past year the Director took 
an active part in the four Rural Life 
Institutes which were conducted at 
the Dominican Convent at Racine, 
St. Agnes Convent at Fond du Lac, 
St. Mary's College at Milwaukee and 
at St. Joseph's Convent in the same 
city." 

REV. LOUIS N. ZIRBES, 
Diocese of Milwaukee 
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"From the office of the Director 
has gone forth weekly a Rural. Life 
Column which appears in one hun
dred and four Catholic periodicals of 
the nation. We are likewise in a posi
tion to report progress in our land 
settlement project known as Queen's 
Acres." 

. REv. JOSEPH URBAIN, 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

"The Rural Life Directors of the 
variaus dioceses of the nation have 
of recent years, through· the mani
festation of a boundless zeal, be
come the right arm of the Conference 
in the accomplishment of its work. 
You,have suddenly become a tremen
dous power for good in the promotion 
of the interests of both Church and 
State." 

REV. PATRICK T. QUINLAN, 
Past Chairman of Rural 
Life Directors 

Aids Chinese ,to settle on land
Lean, smiling· Father Bernard Mur
tagh, formerly of St. Columban's, Ne
braska, now missionary of St. Colum
ban in Nancheng, China, is assisting 
refugees to re-establish themselves on 
the land. , ' 

The government has allowed the 
refugees to settle in the vicinity of 
Father Murtagh's parish of Kwang
chang in Unoccupied China free of 
taxes for the next five years. This 
land has been lying· fallow for ten 
years or more, since the days of the 
Communist trouble there. 

Realizing that considerable labor 
and farm implements are necessary 
to open up the soil again, Father Mur
tagh has provided seven families with 
a cow, plow and other necessary tools. 
In addition, he has provided them 
with rice for the first six-month period 
during which they will be unable to 
procure any fruit from their land. 
Father Murtagh reports that the fam
ilies are now well on their way to 
making a good livelihood. 
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COLOR IN RURAL LIFE 
Bennie BengfsfJn 

I RAISED the shovel, gave it a 
heave, and over the bank sailed 

its cargo of black soil. I pressed it 
into the soft earth and repeated the 
same motions, again, and then again. 
Digging a potato cellar on a balmy 
afternoon in September is warm, 
hard work, so after a few minutes I 
sat down to rest and to cool off on 
the bank of earth I had thrown up. 

I thought of a book that I had 
recently read. It dealt with farm 
life, depicting it as drab and color
less, nothing but an unremitting se
quence of drudgery and sordidness. 
Slowly I wiped the sweat off of my 
face. Hard work this, and no help 
to get-I had been at it alone for 
several days now. 

I looked around. In front of me 
was woodland which followed the 
meanderings of a small creek; to 
my left several crab apple trees. Be
hind was the raspberry patch and, 
along the road leading up to the 
farm buildings, a row of plum trees. 
To my right was the garden, a plot 
of strawberries along one side and, 
beyond that, the house and other 
farm buildings. Nature's calendar 
indicated the autumn season too, for 
here and there in the woods a black 

haw glowed a deep bronze-red, a 
smoldering . torch against the green 
of the aspens and balm-of-gileads. 

The choke cherries too, were 
changing color, shading to maroon, 
and the kinnickinnick or red osier 
dogwood. Soon the leaves of the lat
ter would be as red as its bark. It 
was the soft inner bark of this pretty 
little shrub that the Sioux Indians 
scraped off and dried, then smoked 
like tobacco. "Shongsasha," they 
called it. 

I walked back and forth on the 
firm, level earthen floor of the cel
lar and it felt good beneath my feet. 
Soon it would be finished-by eve
ning I wpuld have the sides slanted 
off and the work of putting on the 
roof begun. Right about here-I 
marked with the shovel-would be 
one row of upright posts andJover 
there the other. On top of't"these 
went the heavy, well seasoned ridge 
poles or stringers and, at right angles 
across them, the shorter posts that 
made up the roof. Completed this 

,would be a fine storage place for 
potatoes-I estimated it would hold 
some two thousand bushels. 

There is much hard work con
nected with raising potatoes-no 
doubt of it. I thought of the tedious 
job of cutting the seed in preparation 
for planting it. I remembered too, 
the planting time in the spring when 
the apple trees looked like great, 
pinkish-tinted cumuli clouds rising 
from the earth, and the row of plums 
were a fragrant snowbank of white. 
Along the creek blue and yellow 
violets bloomed and wake robin and 
marsh marigolds. 

Plowing for the potatoes I liked 
to watch the rich brown furrow 
crests slip by, to feel the power of 
the machine beneath me as I moved 
up and down the field, to hear the 
steady even churning of the exhaust. 
All around my horizon bounded en
virons the groves were acquiring the 
splendor of their summer foliage. 

Often, even after the field was 
planted, I would walk out to look 
at in the evening after the chores 
were done. I saw the first tiny plants 
peep out of the ground like green 
rosebuds, and unfold their leaves. 
Soon the rows stretched out like 
slender, green rivulets embroidered 
into the dark brown of the field. I 
fastened a cultivator to the tractor 
and back and forth over the field 
I went. A quiet summer wind drift
ed against my body. The wild rose
bushes along the pasture fence were 
thickly sprinkled with pink polka
dots, and when I closed off the throt
tle I heard the vesper sparrows sing
ing. 

By the middle of August the plants 
had grown so much that even the 
space between the rows had been 
taken up by the spreading vines and 
the field was a solid mat of green. I 
liked to look at it then too-it seemed 
so fresh and lovely, and the sturdy 
vines promised an abundant yield. 

Gradually as the potatoes began 
to ripen the vines changed color, 
shading from a vivid green to a 
rusty brown. Then a frost night 
blackened the field. Soon I would 
see the t!lbers lying clean and smooth 
and thick behind the digger-and 
after that in the cellar, to lie there 
until the time came to sell them. 

Sorting time-when with the help 
of a group of neighbors the potatoes 
would be graded for market. Talking 
as we worked, no topic was taboo 
in the mills of our thoughts whether 
a current political question, farm 
problems and practices, pioneer days, 
history, the campaigns of Charles 
XII, Sweden's warrior king, Madame 
de Stael's books, or the paintings of 
Anders Zorn. 

I looked at my watch-it was 
nearly dinner time so I left my work 
and crossed the garden and straw
berry patch towards the house. 
From the woods came the clear., 
musical call of a blue jay followed 
an instant later by an echo that 
sounded like another jay in the dis
tance. But as I listened I heard 
it each time the bird called and 
knew it for an echo. I saw a flash 
of brilliant blue as he slipped through 
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the trees-what a void there would 
be in the woodland famlly without 
this gay, swashbuckling mischief
maker! 

As I opened the screen door of the 
house the smell of freshly baked 
bread greeted me, and coffee just 
coming to a boil, and r saw on the 
table a large bowl of strawberries, 
ripe and red and glowing. 

"My," I said, "this business of 
farming doesn't strike me as one un
ending chain of drab and sordid days. 
I'm mighty glad that I've had a 
potato cellar to dig and hard work to 
do. If I hadn't I wouldn't be nearly 
so hungry and all' of these wonderful 
things wouldn't look and smell So 
fine. Anyway, right now: I'm too 
busy-besides enjoying myself too 
much-to waste any time' feeling 
sorry about my miserable plight!" 

OTHER LANDS 

Freedom 
"Freedom," as Davis wrote, 

"comes from God's right hand and 
needs a godly train." This applies 
as surely to economic freedom as to 
political independence. And, in the 
one case as in the other, "righteous 
men," not a dictatorship or a bureau
cratic colossus, must make our land 
a nation of free men and women liv
ing together in Christian fellowship 
and by their united effort banishing 
from the country the terrifying 
shadow of slavery under which so 
many in each generation have been 
born, have lived and died. 

We do not suggest that the adop
tion of Vocational Organization will 
bring overnight the social happiness 
which all profess to desire and to 
which all are in justice entitled. But 
it is a long step towards the desired 
goal and through it in time will, we 
believe, come still further co-opera
tion, and a better understanding of 
each other's requirements, until ulti
mately the State itself will, in fact 
as it is now in theory, be the instru
ment of the people's will. 

The Landmark, September, 1945 

"No Thanks to Him." 
"Like all other sections of the 

community, the farmer looks for the 
highest possible remuneration for his 
work, but he is equally conscious 
with the rest of the community of 
the welfare of the whole people, and 
is becoming conscious, too, that now 
the farmer is, on the whole, better 
off than townsfolk-those on whom 
the weight of ip.creased prices for 
foodstuffs would inevitably fall." 

The Irish Press 

youth . 
In an effort to get youth interested 

in stock rearing and to inculcate a 
knowledge of farm accounting, some 
ideas of the American 4-H Movement 
were tried in a few parishes. The 
youths reared pigs and calves which 
they received on loan for the year, 
auctioned them at' the Parish Shows 
and repayed the Guilds for the 
original advance. By fostering the 
sense of proprietorship in the young, 
a capacity for accepting responsibil
ity is developed early in life. 

Official Handbook for 
Parish Guilds, Ireland 
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The, "esertedVillage . 
He (Golds~th) , exquisitely in~; 

telligent, and long in the habit of see
ing a subject in its many bearings" 
described in The Deserted Village 
almost everything that good hus
bandry sustains-not only its cultiva
tion and supply, but its "bloomy 
flush of life," its decorum, its diver
sion-the education which it offered 
and which was never held cheap, t1;J.e' 
religion which went hand in hand 
with good sense and practical benev
olence. In a word, Goldsmith was 
declaring, with a passion to be felt 
in the strength of his phrases and 
his rhythm, that agriculture is a 
way of life as nearly perfect as man 
can discover. His creed of the soil 
was that which is still glowing within 
the minds of those who of necessity 
and by disposition speak mainly as 
experts of farming. 

EDMUND BLUNDEN, 

The Natural Order, 
London, September, 1945 

~ot Dead But Sleeping? 
• . Our best Economists have dis-

, ~ered that rural Ireland is by no 
means dead; that in fields, cottages, 
little towns there are the potentials 
of vigorous, prosperous, progressive 
life; what with proper handling rural 
Irt~land can become busy, industrious, 
able to support its population. 

BENEDICT KIELY, 
The Father Matthew Record 

From Portugal 
The rural districts preserve the 

traditions of the Christian faith in 
Portugal, His Eminence Emmanuel 
Cardinal Goncalves Cerejera, Patri
arch of Lisbon, said in an interview 
to Arado, official organ of the Cath
olic Agricultural Workers' Organi
zation. 

Catholic Action must concentrate 
on rural rather than industrial prob
lems, the Cardinal pointed out, be
cause Portugal is essentially an agri
cultural country. Leaders of rural 
Catholic Action should come from 
farmers having small holdings, since. 
they have the education and the re
quired initiative and organizing ca
pacity. It is the duty of parish priests 
to form these apostles, he added. 
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COOPERATIVES EXPAND IN 
CANADIAN WEST 
E. L. ClJictlnfJt 

A s IS generally well known, the 
, cooperative economy is well es
tablished and functioning in Western 
Canada. Almost exactly one half, or 
859, of the cooperative business or
ganizations in Canada are to be found 
in the four western provinces, though 
they possess but 28.16 per cent of 
the Dominion's population. Of the 
561,314 members or shareholders of 
such organizations in Canada 398,-
960 are to be found in this western 
section, doing $135,980,255 of the 
total $257,090,427 business of this 
nature in the Dominion. 

And if one were, to single out a 
special province among the four for 
prominence in the field of cooperative 
enterprise it would, be Saskatchewan 
which, with but 895,992 people, or 
7.79 per cent of the Dominion's total, 
has 514 cooperative business organi
zations, with 210,567 members, doing 
a total business of $53,111,751. 

These western provinces have de
veloped their economy along cooper
ative lines ,primarily because they 
were predominantly agriculturally 
producing and exporting. The early 
expansion of cooperative activity took 
place most rapidly and to the greatest 
degree in the marketing of farm prod
ucts because this field offered the 
greatest opportunity to the farmer to 
effect savings and to provide needed 
services. Subsequently cooperative 
wholesales were established and 
prospered and the purchase of farm 
supplies and household needs on a 
cooperative basis is steadily growing. 

Many farmers in Western Canada 
market the entire output of their 
farms on the cooperative plan. A 
farmer may deliver his grain to a co
operative elevator, his livestock to a 
livestock shipping ,association, and 
his milk and eggs to, respectively, a 
cooperative dairy or egg pool. He 
goes to his nearest cooperative oil 
station for tractor fuel and gasoline, 

may purchase his coal through a co
operative agency, while buying a 
large proportion of his farm supplies 
and household necessities from a co
operative, store. . 

In. addition this western farmer 
probably insures against hail, with a 
cooperative association; has other in
surance with a mutual fire insurance 
company, uses a telephone provided 
bya cooperative, may be further in
sured 'under a cooperative hospital 
scheme, be a member of a cooperative 
burial society, and of a local credit 
union. 

Even so the vision of cooperative 
economy in the area is much wider. 
This has only come to be generally 
realized since the ascension to power 
in Saskatchewan of the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation party, in 
whose policy the principle of cOsWera
tion is fundamental. In his first 
statement' after taking office the new 
provincial premier declared his gov~ 
ernment stood for "encouragement OJ 

all cooperative enterprises which are 
steps to the attainment of the co
operative commonwealth." Evidence 
of practical assistance to be given was 
the immediate creation of a Depart
ment of Cooperatives with a division 
of adult education. The C. C. F. has 
been in power in Saskatchewan not 
much longer than a year but already 
in this direction the province has a 
record of notable and, significant in
novation, the influence of which must 
inevitably be felt in the adjoining 
sister provinces. 

Within the year Canadian Cooper
ative Implements attained fruition. 
A major item in the cost of operating 
a farm is implements and machinery, 
which are manufactured in the 
United States and Eastern Canada 
and have been handled in the western 
territory through agents. The possi
bility of securing cheaper implements 
through a manner of cooperative or
ganization was long to the fore in 

the thinking and planning of the 
, area, but this was a problem of Such 
magnitude and complexity as not to 
be lightly tackled. A good deal of 
organizational work was done before 
the outbreak of the present war, after 
which the matter remained in abey
ance until revived apparently under 
the stimulus of a sympathetic govern
ment in office in Saskatchewan. 

In the first place the objective was 
the ,manufacture of farm implements 
un~er a cooperative. Affiliation was 
sought with a: manufacturing" plant 
being set up in the United States by 
a group of cooperative institutions 
and capital funds of $150,000 were 
obtained by an intensive campaign in 
the Prairie Provinces. Instead these 
funds, as well as other credits guar
anteed by provincial governments, 
were devoted to the purchase of a 
plant in Winnipeg where the manu
facture of harrows and other light 
implements was initiated. This is 
successfully functioning and' to its 
limited extent benefiting the farmer
purchaser. 

The original plan of manufactur
ing, based on the idea of making im
plements cheaper by eliminating 
profits, has, however, given place to 
a new one based rather on hoped-for 
economics in distribution from elimi
nation of the expense of selling. There 
is, it is claimed, greater room for 
economics in distribution, and the 
new cooperative expects to act as 
western distributing agents' f,o r 
eastern manufacturing companies. 

The three provincial governments 
are behind this plan. They have 
promised to support the cooperative 
venture to the extent of $750,000 if 
the organization wiII raise from the 
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farmers an addi.tional $750,000. This 
capital is being subscribed, based on 
shares in local units of CanaQian. Co
operative Implements; each unit to be 
a more or less self-governing local dis
tribution agency. Farmers are sub
scribing on the basis of 10 cents per 
c;ultivated acre, with a minimum of 
ten dollars. No interest or dividend 
return is' contemplated on the shares. 
With this money forthcomirig and 
with the government's contribution, 
the organization will be in a position 
to offer temptingly large orders to 
manufacturetsm the east and farmer 
subscribers receive their implements 
much cheaper than they have in the 
past. 

A significant development in West
ern Canada is the expansion of co
operatives along industrial lines. This 
at the one time aims at utilizing the 
raw resources of the provinces and 
benefiting the local consuming popu
lation which has depended to a great 
extent upon outside sources for man
ufactured products, as well as pro
viding a variety of employment op
portunities for farm labor occupied 
only part of the year. 

The most recent development of 
this nature is comprised in a $2,500,-
000 program of Co-operative Pro
ducers Limited, looking to the 
utilization of farm products in in
dustry.and the making of goods for 
farm use. The first unit, to be built 
at Saskatoon, will be a seed oil 
plant, processing 1,000 bushels of 
flax seed per day. Other projects on 
the program are: a Glycol plant, 
using a National Research Council 
process, processing 2,000 'bushels of 
wheat daily; a flour milling plant for 
processing all grains; a grain han
dling and storage plant, capable of re
ceiving and shipping all kinds of 
grain and flax; a starch and glucose 
plant; a plant for the production of 
stock feeds from grain by-products 
and warehouse facilities to serve all 
these installations. 

While this program was planned 
some twenty months before the C. C. 
F. came into power in Saskatchewan 
it is in line with the announced in
tention of the provincial government 
to provide markets for grain alterna
tive to the present sole outlet, that of 

direct consumption. During the war 
years . the industrial possibilities of 
grain have become widely recognized 
and investigated, and Western Can
ada intends to work in the direction 
of stabilizing the grain growing in
dustry by utilizing industrially what 
can, on occasion, not be consumed 
otherwise. 

Likewise broadly pursuing the aims 
of the new government is Saskatche
wan Federated Cooperatives. which 
is a wholesale cooperative controlled 
by the more than two hundred con
sumer cooperatives in the province. 
This organization, which., already 
operates two coal mines in Alberta 
and also a shingle mill in British Col
umbia, aims at securing an oil sup
ply for its consumer refinery in 
Regina. This refinery has already 
spent $60,00Q attempting to local an 
oil supply in Saskatchewan, and now 
the wholesale cooperative will put 
up from' $100,000 to $200,000 to 
finance a test well in Southern Alberta 
in the same hope: Sawmills and 
lumber properties in British Colum
bia are also being investigated with a' 
view to providing further lumber'supo 
plies to Saskatchewan consumers. 

Another cooperative innovation, 
which was probably long in the 
hatching, is the Cooperative Life In
suranCE; Company, formed with the 
assistance of the major cooperatives 
in Saskatchewan. The objective of 
the company is to carry on all 
branches of life insurance for the 
benefit of its members and not for 
profit. The company is cooperative in 
every respect and every policyholder 
of eighteen years or over is entitled to 
vote on all matters concerning the 
affairs of the company. Ten types 
of policy are available to members, 
and province-wide coverage is being 
effected through reputable cooper-
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ative ageritll. Provision is made in 
every policy for any· surplus or ex
cess charges in the premium to be 
used for the benefit' of the policy
holder. 

The most striking and significant 
development which has taken place 
in Saskatchewan under government 
encouragement is probably the co
operative farm movement. Within 
the past year five collective commu
nity farms have been organized under 
the aegis of cooperative organizations 
and another twenty-five are being 
discussed. The first actual cooper
ative farm has been organized ,and 
will be operating in the spring. 

The farms operated by the market
ing cooperatives are a stage towards 
the attainment of the completely 
cooperative, community, collective 
farm. They banish the isolation 
and lack of convenience commonly 
associated with farm living in West
ern Canada. They make possible the 
economy of cooperation and special
ization in farm operation. On 
such establishments families pre-

'. viously widely scattered occupy a 
. . c~mmunity of homes on a few hun-

".:fred acres, each having clear title to 
the acre oil which its home is located. 
The men work under the direction of 
a manager, each ~Ii the task to which 
he is best suited, and earnings are 
divided on the basis of hours worked. 
Housewives enjoy the close associa-

. tion of neighbors as well as such pre-' 
viously unknown advantages as run
ning water, electricity and telephones. 
Children play together in a commu
nity park. The first enterprises of 
this nature are barely launched, and 
are small, but they are capable of ex
pansion as well as multiplication, as 
they take root and branch out into 
other phases of agriculture. 

The first cooperative, community
living farm, organized by the farmers 
themselves, is actually taking shape. 
A group of some approximately one 
hundred farm families, long accus
tomed to the cooperative way of 
living through their cooperative store 
and garage and credit union, recently 
committed themselves to such an en
terprise after a weekend meeting at
tended by government officials and 
cooperative leaders. They are at 
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present seeking a suitable tract in the 
province of about 120,000 acres, will 
plan the farm this winter, and are 
confident of being able to launch it 
in the spring, and have a crop seeded 
and harvested in 1946. Working col
lectively with pooled machinery farm
ers expect to accomplish more while 
effecting many economies, as well as 
being able to specialize instead of 
being a jack-of-all-trades. Women 
have already planned a community 
hall, nursery; and playground and are 
visioning such things as a community 
laundry and canning project and the 
community ownership of electrical. 
appliances, etc. 

This development is probably one 
of the most revolutionary Western 
Canada has ever experienced, com
bating effectively as it does what have 
proved the greatest hardships to liv
ing and handicaps to farming in 
Western' Canada, which result in a 
steady loss of young people to the 
towns and cities from the rural areas. 
Visioned in this" and other establish
ments which will unquestionably fol
low, it are cooperative stores, cold 
storage locker services, bakeshops to 
relieve housewives at busy season, 
and plumbing, electrical and other 
services to provide employment op
portunities for young people not dis
posed to take up farm labor. Even 
the use of autogiros to take working 
gangs from the community of homes 
to distant fields is contemplated. 

In Canada the principle of co
operation is receiving ever wider ac
ceptance and enterprises along this 
line are experiencing a steady growth 
and diversification. In 1942, the last 
year for which complete records are 
available, cooperative activity was at 
a record, with reported membership 
exceeding 500,000 and total business 
past the $250,000 mark. Western 
Canada is the big,factor in the attain
ment of this record. 

Other sections of Canada have per
haps been brought more strikingly to 
public attention in this regard, no
tably the Maritimes, where theintelli
gent and altruistic,but external 
leadership and stimulation have re
sulted in spectacular improvements 
in the material status of priniary 
workers in numerous localities. But 
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Western Canada is a broad agricul
tural area where cooperation has 
generated of the initiative and effort 
of the region itself, where the idea 
and principle form an inherent part 
of the people's thinking, and where 
accordingly enterprises along this 
line have become area-wide in scope, 
national and international in im
portance and significance. By every 
present indication Western Canada 
is far from having exhausted the pos
sibilities in this regard. 

LANDWARD 
"I intend to engage in agriculture 

for morfll and spiritual reasons . . ~ 

there only shall I find an environment 
consistent with my aspirations and 
my natural inclinations. During five 
years, I have studied without respite 
the 'secrets' .of agriculture, bitt it is 
too late for me' to work for an all
important diploma when seeking an 
opportunity to migrate to· the-colonies 
with the assistance of the 'StJe. 
Henceforth I can only depend upon 
my two hands far from being dis
heartened through work on the land. 
In France, the small property I own 
is inadequate to provide for my little 
family . . • So I desire to emigrate 
to Canada .... 

"Could you provide me with some 
information? ... 

"At the beginning, I will be satis
fied to be placed in training on some 
large farm in order to learn and to be
come acquainted with the technical 
methods followed in the country. 
There may be had perhaps in West
ern Canada numerous tracts of un
cultivated lands. . . . 

"My wife and I are not frightened 
at material difficulties, being above 
all else bent upon rearing a solidly 
Christian family, deeply attached to 
the soil. There is a need for reaction 
against the present state of the 
world." 

-Letter from a French couple. 

RURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

St. Edward's seminary where I re-. 
ceived most of my priestly training; 
was built in 1930, beautiful and 
modern in every way. But the site 
of it was quite primitive, 300 acres 
of wooded land in which the trees 
grew so thick as to form almost a 
jungle, with .ferns and vines in be
tween and enough stumps and logs to 
make the ground hard to travel over. 
From the beginning it was part of 
the seminary rule for the students to 
work outdoors two or three hours a 
week. 'fhe.boys were encouraged to 
do more than that on their own. This 
work was mostly negative-uprOOt
ing and clearing away. But in recent 
years under the leadership of Father 
William Morris and Father John Mc
Corkle, both Sulpician Fathers, the 
boys have been planting gardens and 
raising chickens (rabbits, too, for a 
while). I did not get in on much of 
this becaqse most of the activity was 
among the minor seminarians after I 
left the minor seminary. The minors 
do 4-H work. ,The majors had a 
rural life study 'group for awhile, 
which I had to pass up because my 
regular work was so pressing. 

-From a letter, 

REV. TERRANCE TuLLY. 
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'CRACKED CORN 

'Dear Father: 
Just why I have suddenly decided 

to write to you as this train is pass
ing through the beautiful Blue Moun
tains of Oregon at sunset is a little 
hard to explain. But thirty minutes 
ago, when I started from La Grande, 
I was reading in today's Portland 
Oregonian an article sent from Ger
many by a correspondent named 
Wallenstein. !twas, his contention 
that Hitler's body must be found 
and identified to prevent the rise of 
a _ new Germanic myth to the effect 
that Der Fuerher is immortal and 
will someday return to power. 
, I have. been thinking that these 

,Blue Mountains, green with pines, 
grasses and wild shrubs now in the 
twilight are perhaps not too unlike 
the hills and forests of Germany. 
Wallenstein writes: "Whatever his 
. crimes and errors Hitler knew Ger
,,man . character; Throughout his 
career he played on the love of legend, 
hero-myth and the Gothic mumbo
jumbo for which a whole generation 
of his people threw over their reli
gious teaching. One has only to re
call the rites at Nuremberg, the mid
,summer night's orgies of Nazi youth 
on mountain tops when goats were 
,sacrificed and knives of adolescents 

, plunged int~ hot blood; the tenets 
:of blood and soil, the inscribed dag
gers and all the rest of the theatrical 
stage trappings so important to Ger
man minds and hearts." 

Wallenstein is describing what he 
believes to be childish or primitive 
traits in German character. But this 
Irishman, now in the Blue Mountains 
near Walla Walla, thinks it is not 
. So much German as human to love 
mountains and forests and pageantry. 
Neither Hiawatha nor Robin Hood 
were Germans. 

My complaint is that people so 
often give the mountains and forests 
to outlaws. They let the Devil lead 
men to a "very high mountain" and 
they believe him when he shows 
the glory of all nature saying: "All 
these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me." 

The mountains, the forests, and 
the pageantry of life do not belong 
to the Devil. They are God's own 
property and production. They be: 
long to God's people. 

Not many days ago I was listening 
to the great Father Flanagan as he 
showed me the windy green hills of 
Boys Town. Every tree, he said, had 
been planted by him and his helpers, 
because the land there is naturally 
prairie. He told me of the recent 
retreat he made. with the Trappists 
in . Kentucky. The monks there had 
worked the soil for years and im
proved its condition as time passed, 
so that now it has become excellent 
. farm land. These men too make a 
ritual out of their contact with the 
soil. :For they make their work. a 
prayerful cooperation with the . Cre
ator to bring forth life and nourish
ment from the earth . 

It is negligence on the part of 
Ghristians to let Hitler and his kind' 
make a pagan temple out of soil and 
forest. That is why it warms me to 
know that St. Edward's seminary is 
built on 300 acres of forest and hill 
with cultivated gardens in the clear
ing. NoN azis live there-only 
,Christians who mean to live a life
time for Christ .. In the center of that 
woodland and garden there are not 
Nuremberg rites but Roman rites 
and adolescents receive the Blood 
of Christ. 

It is dark now, and the Blue 
Mountains are only great shadows 
against a night sky. I had better 
bring this to an end. I send it to 
you because you are the first one I 
think who might understand. . 

REVEREND TERRANCE TuLLY 

Dear Reverend Monsignor: 
I just wanted to thank you ever 

so much for the statement signed by 
prominent Catholics, Protestants, 
and Jews on the principles of agri
cultural policy for America. 

I think it was one of the finest 
statements in this field I have ever 
seen. 

JERRY VOORHIS 

LAND AND HOME: : DECEM.ER 1'45 

Man and the Goo4 Earth ••• 
. The statement, '''Man's . Relation 

to the Land," made public on August 
23, comes more opportunely than 
its framers anticipated. If our post
war economy, now taking shape, will 

. avoid the pitfalls of the interval be-
tween the wars, it must be built on 
the principles herem enunciated. 
These have long been urged by -the 
organizations of which the 7 5 signers 
are members: The National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, The Commit
tee on Town and Country and The 
Jewish Agricultural Society. The 
950-word document reiterates truths 
which on first glance seem obvious, 
but are often forgotten by those who 
view the land only as a source of food 
for the congested centers of our over
urbanized culture., The new element 
in the statement,wotth the attention 
of policy-makers, is the list of sug
gested methods for practical applica,. 
tion of the principles. First of these 
methods is to "make use of the land 
as an integral part of socio-economic ' 
planning and thinking." 'This God
,given natural resourc.e is for the bene-

, fi!tof men generally, and. not for the 
tfi"ofiit of the few. The farm is viewed 
.as "the natural habitat of the 
family." Hence iamily-type farms, 
owner-operated, should be encour
aged. To this all will agree who real
ize that the industry-type farm is 
socially harmful and of doubtful 
economic efficiency. The statement 
is a challenge to those who would 
secure world peace by constructive 
effort to solve our problem on the 
home front. 

America, September 1, 1945 

Dear Monsignor Ligutti: 
On behalf of Secretary Anderson 

I want to thank you for your kind 
letter of August 14, and for your 
expression of good wishes. The 
statement which you enclosed, en
titled "Man's Relation to the Land," 
is certainly an utterance of the funda
mental principles upon which a bet
ter agriculture can be built. I know' 
that Secretary Anderson will be in
terested in it and that he is in hearty 
accord with the broad social aims of 
the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish' 
leaders in the rural life field. 

KEITH HIMEBAUGH' 

117 



SUBSIDIZE'THE HOME 
c. D. Williflh1S 

A s A substanti,al diminution in 
war expenditures by the Fed

eral Government becomes more immi
nent, the country is beginning . to 
debate proposals, such as ,Senator 
Murray's "Full Employment" bill, 
that the Government maintain em
ployment by other kinds of expend i
ture. Meanwhile. special interests 
promote grants for favorite projects 
such as highways, postoffices .and the 
like. One may oppose the principle of 
subsidy on the ground that its dangers 
outweigh its advantages. Nevertheless 
the likelihood of its adoption, at least 
in an important degree, should impel 
the general public to consider without 
delay the question of how the money 

. should be spent. Basically . that 
question is, in which channels should 
we, direct such productive capacity 
as private enterprise, _ apart from 
public aid, is unable to utilize? 

This problem has already con
fronted civilizations both ancient and 
modem. The precedents are by no 
means encouraging. Historically the 
solutions have been doles to the 
urban proletariat, vast increases in 
governmental establishments, both 
civil and military, elaborate and un
necessary' public works, collective 
farms operated by state serfs, ac
companied by decline in traditional 
religion, and by one-man rule. Indeed 
it has been at the stage corresponding 
to our own in the cycle of' other 
civilizations that worship of the chief 
of state has tended to succeed faith in 
God. 

Our dilemma becomes acute now 
that men in the armed forces are 
being mustered out. After years of 
regimentation, of alternate periods of 
excitement and boredom, suddenly 
on the loose in great numbers, they 
constitute a force that, if dissatisfied, 
might readily overthrow our demo
cratic government in favor of rule by 
some astute and unscrupulous leader. 
Not only must our discharged service 
men find employment, but they 
should also find stability. 

. Society gravely needs resourceful
ness and imagination in social' and 
economic thinking. If we drift along 
on the basis of, special pressures we 
shall in all probability share the un
happy fate of our predecesSors. 

The best object of a Federal 
Government subsidy,' and one that 
oddly enough has not so far found 
advocates, is the private house. 
, The physical condition of the pri

vate house, is the weak point of our 
present' American' civilization. Any 
traveler must be struck by the con
trast between our public buildings . 
and our homes, so often shabby and 
so infrequently equipped' with the 
devices for comfort available for those 
with money. According.to the census 
of 1940, '6f the 35. million dwelling 
units in the United States, those in 
need of major repairs numbered 
6,413,553; those lacking pt:ivate bath, 
15,855,246. In the rural-far~ate
gory of approximately seven and a 
half million dwelling units, those in 
need of major repairs numbered 
2,478,543; those without a private 
bath, 6,528,917; those without run-· 
.ning water, 6,011,606; those without 
an inside toilet, 5,939,779; those 
without electric lighting, 5,161,774. 
If anything is to be subsidized, these 
homes should be. But even in the 
middle income levels housing is not 
on the scale of conveniences and 
spaciousness that our present in
dustrial techniques should readily 
permit. Yet we now hear talk of 
billions for more ornate postoffices, 
more elaborate highways, for military 
purposes not really necessary except 
to provide employment., 

, )Fhe·r.easo;n . Why our1;1omes are so 
::inadequate is not far to'seek..:.-.ei_ 

cessive cost. An elaborate sUl'Vey of 
all aspects by the Twentieth Century 
Fund published in 1943 under the 
title "American Housing" summar
ized: 

"The picture is one of bar
riers built up from every side-
from our' land system, from 
our methods of taxation, from 
builder organizations, and even 
from government itself-against 
the maturing of housebuilding 
to the statute of an industry 
capable of producing and dis
tributing in sufficiently large 
quantities and at sufficiently low 
costs to meet the vast housing 
need t~e country fates." , 
For years before the war crisis the 

Government was spending billions f6r 
public works. Yet nothing of im
portance to relieve the housing situ
ation was done before the war or has 
so far been proposed for this post-war 
period. True, tirban housing for the 
poor has had attention and the FHA 
and HOLC have improved the mort
gage situation for home owners. But 
these aids are of trifting sfgnificance, 
reachiIig only negligible _ numbers. 
Urban housing subsidies as presently 
conducted arouse intense opPosition 
froin real estate interests. What we 
need is a plan benefiting everyone, 
home owners' and tenants, poor and 
middle-classes, cities, towns and farm, 
and calculated to receive a minimum 
of opposition from vested interests. 

Perhaps a reason for the lack of 
any program for substantial aid for 
private housing is the relative com
plexity necessarily involved. An 
equitable plan is not as simple as 
an appropriation of $500,000,000 for 
municipal sub\yay system. But there 
are no insuperable difficulties. The 
following is proposed as a start: 

The United States Government 
would pay one-third of the cost of 
any appliance or material, such as 
paint, lumber, refrigerators, radios, 
used in the construction, equipment 
or furnishing of a personal residence; 
and pay three-quarters of the cost 
of, appliances or materials used for 
the installation of electric wiring, 

118 l.A-N DAN D'iHO. ME: : D. EC E M B E' R 1 9 4 5 

run 
in . 
suc 
uti] 
ass: 
ass 
ren 
of 
agr 
nol 
sa) 

ev{ 
gra 
sa) 
of 
cu] 
sta 
str 
Ur 
ref 
gn 
tio 
ab 
ap 
de 

ar 
St 
th 
pr 
st; 
ha 
st: 
st: 
m 

re 
tIi 
sc 

t(l 
01 

P1 
al 

~ 
a: 
a! 

01 
It 
cl 
s~ 
sl 

H 
d 
q 
e 

L 



with respect to new housing but also 
as to improvements to existing struc
tures. 

2. It would provide an outlet of 
infinite capacity for the energy and 
resources unused without government 
aid. 

3. By turning that excess of energy 
and resources into socially desirable 
channels they will be diverted from 
those evils, mentioned at the be
ginning of this article, into which, 
historically, they have gone: the dole, 
civil, military and police bureaucracy, 
unncessary public works and war. 

It may be feared that under the 
proposed plan certain alleged un
economic features of our present 
housing industry will be preserved. 
But such features can be more readily 

running water and a single bathroom 
in dwelling units previously lacking 
such facilities. Home owners would 
utilize the grant directly, tenants by 
assignment to landlords, the amount 
assigned to be reflected in reduced 
rent or other benefit. Only the goods 
of manufacturers and producers who 
agreed to reduce their prices so as 
not to make a profit of more than, 
say, 15 per cent on sales would, how
ever, be eligible. The limit of the 
grant to any dwelling unit would be, 
say, $75 per annum for each member 
of the household with a privilege of 
cumulation under some circum
stances, such as marriage or the con
struction of a new bUilding. The 
United States Government would also 
refund to any State one-half of any 
grant by such State for the construc
tion, installation and erection in and 
about residences within that State of 
appliances and materials coming un-

4. The plan gives logic to the 
concept of subsidy by providing a 
directly desirable' purpose. It is 
foolish to subsidize useless public 
works so that people can make enough 
money to have adequate homes. Let 
us subsidize th~ homes themselves. dealt with when the industry is pros-
, 5. Large scale' illdustrial activity perous. In time. of depression the 
would result so that discharged industry will fight grimly and in all 

Administration of the sale of soldiers could' readily find emplOy- probability could be reformed only 
der the plan. ' 

articles is assigned to the United ment; and the prospect of de.cent· by measures so ruthless as to be 
States Government on the theory that homes should lead those soldie.rs to ,·'.undesirable. Moreover the benefits 
the business of their manufacture and settle down and take their places in ,£/ceived from the state will give 
production is predominantly inter:- civilian life. weight to the public's demand for 
sJ~tll::otriatioiial incll:a~~c~er;;~b.~~~:;~i;' .'.' 6/Its'! generality of application concessions from the industry. 
lia~dhng C)f construction ""alId m~" :lind lack ofta:x free feature would In any event 'we can not afford 
st~l1ation ,is left to the.' Indiyidu,al ~ssure widespl'ea~ support and lessen to wait the long a~d indefinite period 
stat~sbeca\lsesuch bUSme$Sls. pri- opposition from local real estate that would be required by the legis-
DUll'lly local. ,". owners. Th~~re advantages con- lation, public education, commission 

Th . f h 1 ld activity and lawSuits necessary to 
.•.•.••. , .... , ., e.operatIon 0 t e pan ",ou.· spicuously absent from urban hous- correct such abuses as exist. As the 
require. regulations 'and refinements ing schemes. 
the details .of wh.ichare. outsi9,e the 7. Through additional benefit to Twentieth Century Fund, in the 
, f h ' I -, study previously quoted, concluded: 

scope 0 ' t IS artIc e. . .... ' the most primi#ve housing, which is 
'. This plan is not intended as relief largely rural, the plan would tend to. . - "There have been many efforts' 

to. the indigent, but rather as an prevent the drift to cities so often made .. to break through these 
organization of and stimulus to mass . characteristic ot post-war periods. batri~l's; '/ Sometimes feeble, 
~urchasing power. to procure chea~r 8. Because tlIe American People _ sometImes vigorous, they have 
aIl9, be~ter housmg.for the . entire '. may thereby be expected to give more almost always been tentative or 
~pu~atIon. The pla~ IS of co~r$e not attention to theIr homes, society as short-lived. The housing indu$try 
a ~mversal economIc progralll such a whole may be more stable. One in 1940 remained in the grip 
assom~ that hav~,~ been recently reason so much money and time are . of ancient traditions. No trends 
ort:ered. ;Itspurpose IS. to show the spent in motoring is that a dollar visible in that year showed 
lllost ?eslrable use to WhICh our excess goes so far in buying an automobile. sufficient strength to promise 
capapty can be devoted'-the most Let us enable the home to compete .' any radical break from these 
sensible subject of the inevitable sub- with the motor car. traditions for perhaps another 
sidy. . decade." 

9. If, as we hope, our economy 
The advantages of this plan are: - recovers so that subsidy becomes un-
1. The 'plan would in large measure, necessary, the amount of the grant' 

if not wholly, overcome the excessive can gradually be lessened as the 
costs imposed on housing by a con- . recovery takes place. Should depres
comitance of characteristics of our .'. sion later recur, the grant could again 
~tonomic and legal systems, not only be increased to the extent necessary, 
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Another decade is too long! The 
need is immediate, and moreover 
the alternatives likely to be taken in 
the interval are measures that have 
never failee to lead nations to dis
aster. 

n. 
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'~B""YNEW" .D;';;.'~,SL'.,,?,.·.~g?, ·LOGBP,~,'t"~r,r.·, •• i.".;OI.:~."".;.:."E",.,:,:~".'l,':i,(~,'~,;,",',;",'e"""'.d"'·".'.~,'.".'!~.1~t'2i4r/ Y;n'AAW" Com-

t!i:::t:::~7;~ri-:il~r&f'!' ~~~~ 
his practic81 activitiesin,c6~iucti~n:"{i;;"1ibe' . 4d.eplores the 'use of 

, ofa ,Christian social order;' But' be';';";;;;~bemio:aH ,'its and tells you why. 
yond that, he is an original schola,r:'('The ,!(ptll','$!;Tongly advocates the, 
~";thl,sl>ook" he ,arialY2;CS brilliantly' •• " use' ot-l;the , ,;tir,xlus from the compost 
,the basic nature and laW's of society. ':«heap ,8)s, tlfe;,b,,Ii~~. and 'safest way' to 
Inth~ first part he treats the family, ·;return :to the ,soil the minerals e:lt~ " 

,state; and ChUrchand~the secondary 'pended duriJigthe fruiting, season. 
forms' such ,as e,Conomics'and inter- 'FUll directions for making a compost; 
national organizations. ,In the second heap, 'are, ',included as well as other 

"part:'he ,goes beneath the surface to valuable, information. Every farmer" 
reve'al't}leultimate dyna.mic, laws of and 'gardner Will profit greatly by 
society;8.uthority' and Uberty, mo- reading PAY 'DIRT. ' , 
rality and law,' duality and conflict B. P; 
and unity.> ' .~ 

It is a deep book, demanding hard SEE HERE; PRIVATE 
work to cOmprehend. But his illustra- ENTERPRISE! 

, tions are of the great problems known 'By Ii. Babin ,Bagger. The Island 
to, IjJVand '; consequently it;' makes:a Workshop Press Cooperative, Iric., 
fascinating study. Very fewsee~e ~ew -Y:ork., ,-2.50 -
:problems\'Yi,ththe clarity 'of Fatller . After "finiShing the book the, re-
Sturzo; fewer still havethe,wisdomviewe,r handed it ,over to a complete 
altd ob;Jectivity to analyze so that the laym8.ri in niatters of economics, sod
unbiased truth emerges. "InnerLawsology and,poUtical economy. This \'lIlS 
,of, Society" 'is,a ~hanenge.Get,it his, reaction""Why, ,there are ,a lot o,f 
,~c.i ~tartreadil}g. If you'put itaside,things'lnthere that are true, but they 
,at l~tyou 'Yill know that you no nev~l' c)c,c\iqedtome!" 
:lo~ger;haye,:~e zestf()rknoWledgeThebook<;o,ntalnsa good tear-doW,11 . 
,that ?:teldyouwhep :youstudie!lm~ta- and, suggests, an ~~cellent "builde~- , 
p~ys~~, for this book is the "meta-'upper." 

, 'physics"'of soCiety. ' . ' . 
E.H."" 
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A D.Y:NAMIC WORLD ORDER 

By Donald A. MacLean. The Bruce 
Publishing Company. !$2.50. 

" Msgr. MacLean's 193 page thesis 
plus its 79 page appendix, 14 pag~ 
bibliography and 5 page index, could 

'well constitute the "vade mecum" of 
every genuine zealot for a dynamic 

,world order, which, in brief, can' be 
. achieved only by universally practic

ing ,the justice and charity which 
, Christ taught. 

The implementation of that order 
. in' private, family, 'Civic, and inter
,national life is here blueprinted in the 

'form of philosophical arguments re
'·inforced by' copious quotations from 
! Scripture, the Fathers and Doctors 
, of the Church, philosophers and great 
,'leaders, ecclesiastical and secular. 

The virtue of this work is likewise 
its weakness. The many quotations 

""to make a point" tend to obscure 
. the latge~ argument, and weary the 
reader. As a source book it is ex'

.cellent. 

No matter what your chief in
, 'terest is: religion, economics, sociol
,ogy, or politics, you will find apt 

material in this scholarly work. Rural 
LiferS will be ,particularly interested 
m the chapters on Human Person
ality and The Family. 

A.J.'A.' 

w, 
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