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LAND POLICY 
I~ PRINCIPLES: 

God created the world, of which 
the earth is a portion, with a purpose, 
and through His loving providence 
lIe maintains the world for the good 
of human beings. Therefore, all hu
roan beings possess a direct natural 
nght to have access to created nat
ural resources. 

God's intention in creation is to 
enable man to live with dignity in 
accord with his noble nature and 
destiny, to develop his personality, to 
establish and maintain a family and 
to be a useful member of society. 
Society exists to fulfill these aims. 

The Good Earth 
The land is God's greatest natural 

gift to mankind. It is a fundamental 
source of food, fiber, and fuel. The 
right to use such elemental source of 
life and development is essential for 
human welfare. No law or contract 
is superior to natural law. A fun
damental human right is not to be 
denied or rendered ineffective by any 
legal ordinances, apparent previous 
rights or obligations. 

Stewardship 
Land is a very special kind of 

property. Ownership of land does 
not give an absolute right to use or 
abuse, nor is it devoid of social re
sponsibilities. It is, in fact, a stew
ardship. It impiies such land tenure 
and use as to enable the possessor to 
develop his personality, maintain a 
decent standard of living for his fam
ily and fulfill social obligations. At 
the same time, the land' steward has 
a duty to enrich the soil he tills and 
to hand it down to future generations 
as a thank offering to God, the giver, 
and as a loving inheritance to his 
children's children. 

The Family and Land 
Since the family is the primary in

stitution, access to land and steward
ship of land must be planned with 
the family unit in view. The special 

*"Man's relation to the land" is a statement 
signed by Catholics, Protestants and Jews inter
ested in religion and argriculture. 

adaptability of the farm home for 
nurturing strong .and wholesomefam
ily life is the reason for the universal 
interest in land use and rural wel
fare. A unique relationship exists 
between the family and the vocation 
of agriculture. The farm is the native 
habitat of the family. The family's 
welfare must therefore have the fir!t 
consideration in economic and social 
planning. Throughout the history of 
the United States these fundamental 
principles have been worked out 
through national and state legisla
tion and they have been upheld by 
cou;t decisions and popular acclaim. 

Land Use and Human Welfare 
Efficiency in land use is not to be 

judged merely by material produc
Jion, but by a balanced considera
tion of the spiritual', so~ial and mate
rial values that redound therefrom 
to person, family, and society. The 
land is not to be a source of b~nefi..t 
to a favored few and a means of serv- ' 
ice labor to the many. 

Second only to making land avail
able to the family is the responsibil
ity of society to encourage and to edu
cate the land stewards in the proper 
and most efficient use of the land and 
in such techniques as will make them 
masters of their own economic des
tiny. 

The Tiller's Rights and Duties 
The worker on the land and his 

family possess the first right to the 
fruits' of their toil for a decent stand
ard of living. Second to such. right 
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come the rights of any nori-operat
ing owner and of the state. Rural 
people have the right to receive di
rectly their just share of the econom
ic, social and religious benefits in or
ganized society. . . 

The stewards· of the land owe 
. sacred duties and obligations to God, 
the community and humanity. A 
faithful and honest fulfillment of 
their responsibilities goes hand in 
hand with their rights and privileges. 

II. METHODS OF APPLICATION: 

1. Make use of the land an in7 
tegral part of socio-economic plan-
ning and thinkIng. . 

2. Insist that education for land 
stewardship and the productive home 
.be outstanding features of rural edu
cation. 

3. Emphasize a special program of 
enlistment and training in second
ary, liberal arts, technical and pro

" fssi(;mal schools for prof~ssional serv
.ace to the rural commumty. 

4. Make the family-type farm op
erated by the owner a major objec-· 
tive of legislatioIi and planning. . 

5. Reform the system of taxing 
land and improvements so as to fa- . 
cilitate access to natural resources, 
security of tenure and proper land 
use. 

6. Revise land sale and rental con
tracts, mortgage obligations, and 
other debt instruments so that no loss 
of ownership or insecurity of tenure 
be possible except through negligence 
or injustice on the part of the farmer
operator. 

7. Discourage large land holdings 
as undemocratic and unsocial. 

8. Where large-scale production is 
necessary and advisable, encourage 
the use of cooperative techniques 
with local ownership and manage
ment. 

9. At all times encourage coopera
tives as a means of intellectual, 
moral, and material advancement.. 

to. Where and when large-scale m
dustrialized farming exists and re
quires employment of seasonal or 
year-round labor, demand for such 
labor group a living family wage, 
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decent housing conditions and collec
tive bargaining. 

11. Urge that wages and housing 
for the laborer on the small farms be 
decent and just. (Low wages and 
Poor housing for the farm laborer 
tend to lower the reward and stand
ards of living of the family-type 
farmer, bringing his own family labor 
into competition with the poorly 
paid hired hand.) 

12. Extend social security provi
sions, particularly health, old age and 
survivors' insurance, to farm people 
and other rural dwellers. 

The Roman Catholics signing: 
REV. A. J. ADAMSt S.J. 

Campion High Scnool 

DR.· THOMAS J. ARCENEAUX 
South Western Louisiana Institute. 

FRANK BRUCE 
Publisher, Milwaukee 

MRS. ALBERT EISELE 
Farm Homemaker-Rural Columnist, 
Blue Earth, Minn. 

MOST REV. WILLIAM A. GR[FFIN, 
D.D., Bishop of Trenton 

REV .. GEORGE C. HIGGINS 
National Catholic Welfare Conference 

PROF. EMERSON HYNES 
St. John's University 

REV. JOHN LaF ARGE, S.J. 
Editor, America 

VERY 'REV. HUBERT LERSCHEN 
. Regional Director of Rural Life, 

Rayne, La. 

The Protestants signing: 
JOSEPH ACKERMAN 

Farm Foundation 
REV. O. O. ARNOLD 

United Brethren in Christ 

JAMES C. BAKER 
Bishop, Methodist Church 

DR. O. E. BAKER 
University of Maryland 

REV. EDWIN L. BECKER 
Disciples. of Christ 

J. BURT BOUWMAN 
Michigan Council of Churches and 
Christian Education 

E. R. BOWEN 
Cooperative League of the U. S. A. 

REV. LEONARD M. BRAAM 
Reformed Church in America 

DR. ;MARK A. DA WBER 
Home Missions Council of North 
America 

DR. WILLIAM V. DENNIS 
Pennsylvania State College 

REV. FRANCIS A. DRAKE 
Friends of the Soil 

The Jews signing: 
DR. GABRIEL DAVIDSON 

Jewish Agricultural Society 

RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 
Union of American Hebrew Congre-
gations . ' 

DR. LOUIS FINKELSTEIN 
Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. 

6Z 

ALPHABETICAL LIST' OF SIGNATO.RIES 

RT. REV. MSGR. L. G. LIGUTTI 
Nations.! Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence 

WILL LISSNER 
The American Journal of Economics 
and Sociology 

RT. REV. DONALD A. McLEAN 
Professor, Catholic University of 
America 

PROF. WILLIAM J. McDONALD 
Catholic University of America 

?lOST REV. WM. T. MULLOY, D.D. 
Bishop of Covington 

RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN O'GRADY 
National Conference of' Catholic 
Charities 

MOST REV. EDWIN V. p'HARA, D.D. 
Bishop of Kansas City • ' 
Founder of National Catholic. RuJtRI 
Life Conference ,po 

REV. CHARLES PHILIPPS 
St. Mary' Church, Oakland, Calif. 

REV. PATRICK T. QUINLAN 
Regional Director of Rural Life, 
Brookfield Center, Conn. 

REV. SHIRLEY E. GREENE 
Merom Institute 

STANLEY HAMILTON 
Rural Life Association 

REV. HILDA L, IVES 
N. E. Town and Country Church Com
mission 

REV. JOHN B. KET.CHAM 
. International Council of Religious 
Education 

DR. BENSON Y. LANDIS 
Committee on Town and Country 

DR. KATHLEEN MacARTHUR 
National Board, Y. W. C. A. 

DR. HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 
Presbyterian Church In the U. S. 

REV. I. W. MOOMAW . 
Church of the Brethren 

DR. HERMANN N. MORSE 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 

REV. DONALD F. PIELSTICK 
Home Missions Council of North 
America 

DR. HENRYS. RANDOLPH 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 

JOHN H. REISNER 
Christian Rural Feliowship 

RICHARD S. GOLDMAN 
Jewish Agricultural Society 

RABBI HERBERT S. GOLDSTEIN 
Synagogue Council of America 

RABBI FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN 
Commission on Justi.ce and Peace, 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis 

MAURICE JACOBS 
Jewish Publication Society of 
America 

<,,13;., peyelop i;19callyowned; and 
controlled business and industry, mt 
rural communities. 

14. Encourage developme~t of the: 
"one foot on soil and one foot hI 
city" type of living as greatly advan. 
tageous to the family when adequate 
cash income is secured from work in 
industry or commerce. , " 

15. Make land settlement possible 
for returned soldiers and displaced 
war workers through proper financial 
and' educational planning, provided 
qualified people so desire and sound 
arrangements can be made. 

REV. JOHN C. RA WE, S.J. 
Author"and Teacher, Ridge, Maryland 

MARTIN L. SALM 
Dair;» Farmer, Chilton, Wis. 

REV. MARTIN E. SCHIRHER, O.S.B. 
Dean, St. John's University, College. 
ville, Minn. 

EDWARD SKILLIN, JR. 
Editor, Commonweal 

JOSEPH J. TRAINER 
Sales Manager, Roller Bearing Com. 
pany of America 

REV. JOSEPH V. URBAIN 
Pastor, Millville, Ohio 

DR. L YDWINE van KERSBERGEN 
Grall Workers, Loveland, Ohio 

REV. LEO R. WARD 
Notre Dame University 

MOST REV. CHARLES D. WHITE, D.D. 
Bishop of Spokane 

DOROTHY WILLMANN 
The Queen's Work, St. Louis 

DR. MARK ruCH 
Amel;'ican Baptist Home Mission 
Society 

REV. CLIFFORD L. SAMUELSON 
Protestant Episcopal Church 

DR. MARTIN SCHROEDER 
Midwest Synod, United Lutheran 
Church in America 

DR. ROCKWELL C. SMITH 
Garrett Bib-Ucal Institute 

REV. CLAUDE J. SNyDER 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 

HEV. WILLIAM H. STAUFFER 
Mennonite Church 

DR. F. P. STOCKER 
American Moravian Church 

DR. THOMAS ALFRED TRIPP 
Congregational-Christian Churches 

DR. A. J. WALTON 
Supt., Dept. Town and Country Work, 
Methodist Church 

REV. RALPH L. WILLIAMSON 
New York State Council of Churches 

REV. O. L. WILLITS 
To.wn and Country Dept., Ohio Coun
cil of Churches 

REV. RALPHL. WOODWARD 
Yale Divinity School 

DR. ISAAC LANDMAN 
Editor, Universal Jewish Encyclo
pedia 

DR. SOLOMON LIPTZIN 
College of the City of New York 

DR. JULIAN MORGENSTERN 
Hebrew Union College 

RABBI STEPHEN S. WISE 
Jewish Institute of Religion 

DR. JOSEPH ZEITLIN 
Rabbi Temple Ansche Chesed, NeW 
York 
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NAND THE BOTFLIES· 
Edward W. 0 '{(DurNe 

THE day of pioneers, life on the 
. . frontier was full of dangers--dan
gers from beasts and storms and In
dians. Jim and Tom were sons of a 
pioneer. They were rough and ready 
and happy in their log cabin home in 
the great, Northwest. One day dis
aster overtook that home; Indians 
attacked, killed the parents and took 
Jim captive. Tom fled to a neigh
bor's cabin and safety. Twelve years 
later Indians raided that same com
munity and captured Tom, a robust 
young man of twenty years. As Tom 
scanned the raees of his leering cap
tors suddenly his eyes opened wide 
and his heart skipped a beat. There 
among the half-naked, hideously. 
painted braves was his brother. Jim 
had lived so long among these savages 
that he now dressed like them, talked, 
thought, and fought as one of them. 
He had even excelled his companions 
in the cruel arts of Indian warfare 
and had gained the first place among 
the warriors of the tribe. This fact 
suggested a scheme to Tom. He chal
lenged this invincible. brave to a 
duel. The challenge was readily ac
cepted. A dagger was placed on a 
stump; the two young men, mounted 
on Indian ponies, raced for the stump . 
and dove for the dagger'. As they 
struggled for the life-destroying prize, 
Tom spoke to his brother, pleaded 
with him to realize that he was not an 
Indian, to think of the peace and 
happiness of' their home in the' log 
cabin. Slowly these words awakened 
memories in' the mind of Jim. The 
suggestion that he was not a savage 
was at first irritating to him, but 
finally he awakened to the realization 
that a better, more dignified life 
awaited him among his own people. 
The two brothers ceased their death 
struggle, mounted their ponies and 
rode away to the community to which 
they belonged, where once more they 
lived in peace and security. 

In our own day and in another 
field, there is a repetition of this 
story. Once upon a time our an-

cestors. were . thoroughly Christian. 
Their religion permeated every phase 
of their life. It was the day of Craft 
Guilds and paternal employers, a ~ 
time when justice and charity was the 
rule of the ,day. Then came a wave 
of barbarism; Mother Church was 
(no, not slain, but) wounded. Some 
of her children were carried off into 
the wilderness of individualism. It 
was a savage. sort of existence in 
which little respect for authority, 
little desire for the better things in 
life prevailed. As the years and gen
erations passed, the children of God 

. began to forget their God and to for
sake His principles for those of their 
new environment. Charity became 
a forgotten word; social justice a 
word to misrepresent I,lnd ridicule. 

It is a heart-breaking experience to . 
find Christians absorbing the indi. 
vidualism and selfishness of their en
vironment. How often have "good 
Catholics" fought efforts to enact 
the type of social legislation for which 
the Popes have been pleading for 
generations. How can a Catholic 
scornfully brand as "socialistic" our 
efforts to penalize' land speculation· 
and similar practices. which harm the 
common good? The distrubing fact 
is that such persons are in good faith. 
They really feel that any restraint 
upon their transactions is undue in
terference in their private business. 

It becomes our duty to convince 
our fellow Christians that we 'were 
not born for the savagery that pre
vails in present-day' economy and 
society; that we have a heritage 
which"if claimed, will bring us a fuller 
life, a life of peace and security. 
The understanding and putting into 
practice of social justice, as it is 
presented by the Popes in their Social 
Encyclicals, is a big factor in this 
process of re-education. 

The word, social justice, has been 
so misused that many people think 
it impossible to arrive at a clear-cut 
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explanation of it. In reality it is a 
very simple notion. Society is not 
merely an aggregation of individuals. 
We who make up society should not 
be likened to grains of wheat in a 
bin. Rather we might 'be compared 
to the cells of a plant. Society is an 
organism. Each member has a def
inite part to play in the functioning 
of that organism. The grains in a 
bin are united merely by reason of 
their juxtaposition. The inemb~rs of 
society, just as the cells of a plant, are 
united by a common end; among 
them there is a dynamic, a functional 
union. 

If an individual fails to fulfill his 
function in society, he is failing not 
only in charity; he is violating so
cial justice. He, is obliged to make 
his contribution to the common good . 

An error, typical of the individ
ualist, it to suppose that so long as 
"I mind my own business, I carmot 
be accused of injustice; what I do 
or don't do is the concern of nobody 
but myself." If your heart ceases 

',to force the blood through your ar-
, tEfies, it is very much the concern of 

"flie rest of your body. If a farmer 
makes no contribution to the edu
cational, health, recreational and re
ligious welfare of the community in 
which he lives, it is very much a 
concern of the other members of that 
community. In any organism, a cell 
that does not function is a burden on 
the whole body. . ' 

The person who merely minds his 
own business may be observing com
mutative justice; it does not follow 
that he has fulfilled the requirements 
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of social justice. Commutative jus
tice demands that I give a dollar for 
a dollar's worth of service or goods, 
in my dealings with another individ
ual or a group acting as an individual. 
Social justice regulates my dealings 
with society as a whole, my obliga
tion to. perform my function in the 
organic life of that society. 

The need for an understanding 
and practice of social justice is es
pecially great in a rural community. 
Ray Brown owns a good 80 acre 
farm. He is growing old and wishes 
to sell it. Bill Haystead has been 
his tenant for five years and wishes to 
buy the farm. There are some land 
speculators who are willing to pay 
more than Bill can afford. Of cours~, 
Bill intends to keep the farm if it is 
sold to him. He and his family will 
always be' very' active in the com
munity. The community will benefit 
from their staying there. The specu
lators intend to sell at a higher price, 
most probably to an investor, who 
will in turn rent the farm. This 
buyer will try hard to make it pay, 
despite over-capitalization, and if 
necessary at the' expense of the rent
er, the fertility of the soil, and the 
welfare of the community. The ques
tion arises: should Ray sell to Bill 
or get an inflated price from the spec-

ulators? If only commutative jus
tice is considered, Ray is free to sell 
to either party. If social justice is 
to be preserved, his selling to the 
speculator must be prevented. 

The use of soil is likewise subject 
to the dictates of social justice. If 
Ray Brown mines his soil, he makes 
it difficult for those who come after 
him to earn a livelihood. He has not 
dealt justly with the society of which 
he is a part. 

A few years ago almost all the 
horses in the community in which 
Bill Haystead lives were badly in
fested with the larvae of botflies. 
There were many rains during April 
and May. The plowing and other 
heavy work had to be done during the 
hot, sultry days of June. Many of 
the horses, weakened by the para
sites with which they were filled, died 
when subjected to this work and heat. 
Bill learned from the Extension 
Agent of the state university that 
botflies arid their larvae could be 
destroyed if everyone in the com
munity would give his horses two 
doses of an inexpensive drug. John 
Traynor balked at the sugge~on. 
All the horses in the neighbotlIeod 
except his were treated. To this day 
his hor!)es are hosts to these parasites 

and the other horses are in danger 
of being infested once more. Was 
John Traynor really "minding his 
own business?" 

Bill Haystead and many of his 
friends are members of an excellent 
farm organization. They buy and 
sell cooperatively. They work to
getheJ;" to accomplish objectives which 
are the concern of all, for example: 
weed eradication, better health con
ditions, adult education and local rec
reation. More importantly, they 
are federated with other farm organ
izations. They are in a position to do 
their part in a really organic economy 
as soon as industrial people and other 
farmers organize as well as they. 
They are taking the first and most 
essential step toward realizing the 
"vocatipnal group system" which 
Pope Pius'XI advocated so earnestly. 
John 'Traynor won't join the farm 
organization. Is he doing his part 
to promote the common good? 

Certainly a "modem barbarism" in 
social and economic matter prevails 
among many rural people as well as 
in industrial circles. Those who are 
"civilized" in this regard should by 
their example and pleas help their 
brothers regain their heritage of 
Christian social action. 

ADJUSTING FARM PRODUCTION 
AlphfJhSIIS Diemer 

T HESE frustrating days of food 
shortages may seem an inapprop

riate time to talk about food sur
pluses. If this article were to inlorm 
readers where to get a juicy point
free steak now, my audience would 
be quintupled. But the food sur
pluses I have in mind are those that 
are apt to pile up in the post-war 
period. What we do about adjust
ing farm production to consumer de
mand is of vital importance to future 
prosperity because such food sur
pluses carry the seeds of another 
depression. 

Faced with an enormous market 
demand during this war, American 
farmers have produced more than 

6,4 

ever before, with less manpower than 
ever before. In 1944, farm produc
tion had risen 37 per cent above any, 
pre-war production year. Exact man
power figures are noL available but 
it is evident that many farmers have 
transferred to war production fac
tories or to the armed forces. This 
amazing production increase had been 
accomplished with an unusual pro
portion of old (and very 'young) men 

and women using rapidly dilapidat
ing farm machinery. More farm 
produce is exported than before the 
war, but by far the most of it is 
rationed among consumers who have 
swollen wartime incomes. 

After the war men will ,flock back 
from the factories and battlefields 
to restore the vigor of youth to farm 
manpower. Our great advance in 
technology will bring a flood of new 
and better farm machines. After 
UNRRA has filled tlie stomachs of 
starving peoples in war-torn coun
tries, our export of food will undoubt
edly decrease. This is because we 
are not likely to import manufactured 
goods which we can make at home 
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just to enable other countries to buy 
our food. Neither are we likely to 
give away much farm produce, nor 
will we exchange it for more gold to 
bury at Fort Knox. Even though 
there will be an expanding outlet for 
farm produce for industrial purposes, 
all these factors seem to add up to a 
post-war food surplus of staggering 
proportions. 

It will not be a surplus in theory 
because nutritional deficits among the 
low-income groups will likely re
main, but it will be a ,Surplus in fact 
until these groups are blessed with 
incomes increases to spend on farm 
produce. Even if consumer pur
chasing power remained where it is 
today, which is not likely, our in
creasing production facilities will 
soon produce a surplus. 

Before the war, we tried various 
plans to preserve a proper produc
tion-consumption balance. Commod
ity loans facilitated such stabiliza
tion by permitting the farmer to 
withhold his crop from market at 
peak periods. Acreage allotments 
and marketing quotas were designed 
to limit production of various 
products. Government-backed food, 
stamps were tried to dispose of dan
gerous surpluses to the needy at 
home. Unfortunately, these meas
ures required an ominous extension 
of bureaucracy. But even -that 
would be excusable if such measures 
were actually capable of maintain
ing the production-consumption bal
ance that would prevent a depression. 

But they failed before, and will 
likely fail again because they do not 
get to the root of the farm surplus 
problem. That root lies in our Amer
ican preference for cash cropping. 
The money-making ideal of indus
trialism has been imitated in agri
culture. On the basis of pre-war 
(and probable post-war) prices of 
farm produce and consumer goods, 
the farmer who sells practically all 
the produce of his farm can never 
get enough cash to purchase all the 
consumer goods his family needs. 
(Excepted here are the cash-crop 
farmers who do not support a family, 
or who use the labor of other families 
at less than a living wage.) The 
modern differential between the 

I 

prices of farm produce and consumer 
goods, or what is known' as non-par
ity prices, drives the cash-crop far
mer to ever-increasing production to 
provide a decent living for his fam
ily. His production costs are often 
greater than his cash income. As 
a result, he mines his soil, increases 

capital outlay in land and machin
ery, and soon has to go all-out for 
more cash or lose his farm and stand
ard of living. The well-known re
sult of such "Americana" is the 
spiral of flooded tnarkets and de-
pression. • 

Even parity prices, that elusive, 
platform plank, would not prevent ~ 
surplus because as long as the far
mer retains his cash-crop philosophy, 
he is not going to stop producing be
cause his income becomes big, 
"enough", Instead, the cash-crop 
farmer is going to keep right on pro
ducing to the limit of his capacity as 
long as he can sell at a profitable 
price, that is, until the surplus he 
creates brings on depression prices. 
Any plan for balancing production 
and consumption that fails to take 
into account this cash-crop factor in 
food surpluses is bound to prove in
adequate. 

The mountainous distribution 
costs in our modern economy' must 
also be considered. Take bread for 
example. One bushel of wheat makes 
on the average of 80 loaves of baker's 
bread. When the bushel of wheat 
sells for $1.00, the 80 loaves of bread 
would cost the farmer-consumer ap
proximately $8.00. So for every 
bushel of wheat a farmer makes into 
bread for his own use, he could re
frain from selling 7 bushels without 
any decrease in his standard of liv
ing. This principle applies in vary
ing degrees to an essential food pro-
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duced at home. Maybe the farmer's 
wife would put up a fuss about the 
extra work, but farm folks (or any
one else for that matter) can never 
really measure their work in terms 
Of money. It can only be measured 
in terms of physical satisfaction and 
mental contentment which would be 
increased by making bread at home 
instead of selling mass-produced 
wheat and buying what passes for 
bread today. 

This subsistence-cash-crop way of 
production control would be readily 
flexible. When there is a growing 
demand for farm produce, the far
mer could decrease production for 
use, and increase production for sale 
of the needed products. He could 
then afford to buy the necessities of 
life . that he would have no time to 
produce. On the ,other hand, if a 
price-depressing surplus threatens to 
accumulate, the farmer could de
crease production of crops for sale 
and increase production of the things 
he needs to live-things which he 
would not have enough money to 
buy even if he continued production 

'filr cash. 
~. As in 'any successful reform, the 
main approach should be through 
education. Every effort could be 
made to show farmers the need for 
such a' means of production control, 
as well as its capacity to provide a 
better standard of living. After all, 
the modern aversion from production 
for home use is not so much an in
telligent rationalization as it is a pre
judicial custom fostered by those who 
benefit most by cash-crop farming~ 
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and I don't mean the family farmer. 
The bounteous human values to be 
found in subsistence farming-secur
ity, independence, health-are really 
what the American farmer dreams 
about, only he doesn't know it. Once 
he sees 'how his dream can be real
ized, it will be realized just as so 
many other American dreams have 
been realized. 

There need be no hint of turning 
our backs on modern technological 
progress in this subsistence-cash
crop plan. Rather, we would be ad
justing our methods of production to 
meet changing needs. More of our 
inventive genius could profitably be 
applied to the development of better 
small tools and machinery for the 
small producer. Our big machinery 
could still be used where it proved 
efficient . through some scheme of 
cooperative ownership or rental be- . 
tween neighbors. Thus we could. de
crease the trend to disasterous oyer
capitalization. 

If we could start increasing pro
duction for use before a post-war 
surplus accumulates, it would not be 
necessary to go to distasteful ex
tremes to achieve production-con
sumption balance. If every farmer 
produced for home use all the meat, 
cereals, fruits and vegetables that is 
possible within the limits of climate, 
it would be more than enough. Mod-
. ern methods of refrigeration and 
pressure canning would make easy 
the processing of a'year-round supply 
of these essentials. To satisfy those 
cursed with a yen for conspicuous 
consumption, there would be cloth
ing, tools, and other manufactured 
goods still to be purchased. Then 
when the farmer no longer needed 
cash for most of his family's food, 
he would not feel the insatiable desire 
for cash that has been driving him to 
cash-crop extravagances and depres
sion-making surpluses. We would 
hav~ a plan' for adjusting farm pro-, 
duction that fits our needs. 
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FAMILY FARM 
Bennie BengsffJn 

1\.. TOT long ago ( 1944) the Sec
J. ~ retary of Agriculture addressed 
a convention of farm cooperatives , 
meeting in Minnesota. He devoted 
a large part of his speech to a discus
sion of what farmers could look ahead 
to in the post war, era.. I read the 
speech with much interest, for I 

. live on the land and am interested in 
whatever concerns the future of farm
ing. To me the question simmers 
down to this: what can I-and the 
millions of other "little fellows" like 
myself-figure on for post war farm
ing? What plans can we make now 
to help ourselves during the years 
following the war? 

First of all we have to know our 
own land, its good points and possi
bilities, and its limitations. So i 
start right at home, usiI}g my own 
farm as the blueprint. 

We farm 160 acres, 90 ·acres of 
which are cultivated, and most o~he 
rest is in pasture. Here and there 
in the pasture area are small groves 
of woodland but most of it is open 
grassland. Since the farm is rather 
low, with a creek running through it 
and with many potholes and several 
small sloughs, it is unsuited for cul
tivation but good for pasture, es
pecially in a dry seasqn. Towards 
fall' we often pasture the cattle on 
some of the fields temporarily to give 
them a change. 

With that layout cows are the ob
vious answer. Our main income in 
past years has been from dairy prod
ucts and cattle, and there is no 
reason to suppose that the future 
will be any different. As we are 
situated far from any large center of 
population we sell the cream, feeding 

. the skim milk to calves and pigs. The 
cream is sold to the local farmers' 
cooperative creamery where it is 
made into butter and sold on the 
New York market. Practically all 
of the farmers around own shares in 
the creamery; it is "our" creamery. 

For a number of years we have 
been milking from ten to fourteen 

cows. We us~ally fatten two or 
three ,calves. These we butcher on 
the. farm when they are a year old, 
selhng the dressed meat. We raise 
more heifers than we need for re
placements in the herd. Some of 
th,ese we have been selling at two or 
two and a half years, just before they 
freshen for the first time. Now and 
then we have vealed a calf, but not 
often. 

All the feed required by the cattle 
is raised on the farm; we buy no 
h51Y or grain. We plant ten to fifteen 
acres in. fodder corn which we feed 
in the bundle. Silage is expensive, 
when cutting costs, silo, and help are 
all considered; moreover at present' 
there is not sufficient help available 
for this work. 

As for the future, this change cQuld 
be made. Since I work alone, keep
ing ten to twelve dairy cows is too 
strenuous a job to be carried on for 

,long, especially during a busy time, 
as in haying, harvest, or potato pick
ing. Evl!n with the lower prices that 
are bound to come after the war, five 
or six cows would still yield a fair 
income, and besides these we could 
have a few Herefords or other of 
the beef breeds, kept for beef alone. 
Or we could make use of the pasture 
by running a small flock of sheep 
on a part of it. 

We raise the number of pigs re
quired for our own need and some
times one or two to sell to local mar
kets. Since we are too far north to 
be sure that 'corn will mature, feed 
costs run high. 

We have only from seventy-five 
to a hundred chickens; This keeps 
the house supplied with eggs, a few 
to trade for groceries at the store, plus 
an occasional chicken for the table. 
Egg prices are fairly high fora couple 
of months in early winter but at one 
time last summer dropped to eight
een cents a dozen: We have never 
gone into chicken raising in a big 
way because other lines payout 
better. With the huge annual hatch-
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ery output of chicks, chicken raising 
is a business that can hit overpro
duction in about two wiggles of a 
lamb's tail. 

Even though we live in the Red 
River Valley, we have never raised 
a large acreage of wheat.W e haven't 
the land for it; the wheat· land of 
the Valley lies a little, to the west of 
us, a heavy black gumbo soil. We 

. have been seeding about ten acres, 
almost invariably on land where po
tatoes had been grown the year. be
fore, and which was then heavily 
manured. For· many years we have 
been seeding durum, but last fall 
the warm rainy weather sprouted it 
badly in the shock and so we sold 
all of· it. We could quit wheat al
together and it would not make 
much difference so far as the farm in
come is concerned. The coming year 
we plan to seed barley in place of 
the wheat. 

For several years we have had ex
cellent results with barley, last year 
getting some eight hundred bushels 
from slightly more than twenty acres. 
Some years ago we were not success
ful in raising barley; yields were low 
and the quality poor. Then the 
variety known as Wisconsin Barb
less (Wisconsin 38) was developed 
and has done very well in this region. 
We seed it as early in the spring as 
possible, so that it fills out and ripens 
pretty well before the hot weather of 
August comes along. If prices are 
good, it pays out better than wheat, 
because the yield is so much higher; 
if prices are low, it still is excellent 
feed. We raise enough oats for feed 
but rarely sell any. 

The main cash field crop is po
tatoes. Many things can ruin a po
tato crop; too much rain in early 
summer rots the newly planted seed; 
too much rain in July and August 
causes blight, too much in the fall 
prevents digging; an early hard frost 
freezes them in the ground; too dry 
weather when they are setting fruit 
lessens the yield. Prices too have 
been uncertain, sometimes below the 
cost of production. But when a good 
yield and a good price come together, 
one season's crop can make up for 
several poor ones. 

Potatoes are an expensive crop to 
raise and entail much heavy work. 
One must have a good cellar in which 
to store the tubers, special equipment 
in planters and diggers and dusters, 
extra labor iIi cutting, picking, and 
sorting. Another thing against the 
.outlook for the future is the fact that, 
in this area at least, a few large 
growers have gone into,the business 
to the extent that they produce the. 
bulk of the crop, hundreds of thou
sands of bushels. Because of the 
volume they can grow them cheaper, 
obtain labor easier, and sell to better 
advantage than the small grower like 
myself. With the advent of even 
more of these bonanza potato farms 
when machinery is again available, 
the small grower may find himself 
crowded out of this field. 

This year, because of the difficulty 
of obtaining help, we are planting a 
smaller acreage in potatoes. We may 
drop them entireiy in the future. In
stead we plan to grow more alfalfa, 
about ten acres with perhaps another 
ten acres after a year or two. If this 
should be more than we nee'd for 
hay, we can leave some for seed. 

Our farm buildings, like those of 
most farmers, are much in need of re
pair and improvement. But so little 
lumber is to be had, and that little is 
so poor in quality and high in price, 
that repairs will have to be post
poned. Good buildings help make 
farming easier and more comfortable. 

There is such a thing as too much 
building however. I can think of a 
dozen or more farms in this little 
community lost to their owners be
cause of overbuilding in the period 
following World War I. The money 
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to erect them was borrowed in large 
part; the times changed, and the 
debt was too big a load. I know a 
man too, who early in this war put 
up a very expensive barn. He had 
the money to pay for it. But his land 
is not high producing and never will 
be worth much. Should he want to 
sell when normal times return, he 
won't even get the price of his barn 
back. A barn costing half what he 
spent would have been adequate for 
his needs. 

The above more or less sketchy 
outline of our farming operations ap~ 
plies particularly to the land we have 
and to the locality in which we live. 
Others, of course, will have to take 
into account the soil and location of 
their farms apd the climate of the 
region where they are. 

Rural Arithmetic 

An arithmetic class can solve farm 
problems. The children can write 
checks, count the interest on farm 
loans, buy and sell imaginary corn, 
and figure the exchange of chickens 
and eggs to the co-op store man for 
shoes, overalls and dress goods. From 
a bit of folk lore or a broken arrow
point, history can be studied. A true 
appreciation of beauty may be seen in 
autumn leaves, a blue bird, or the 
sunset behind dark hills. 

Insufficient is the arithmetic of a 
class which figures the weight of ice
bergs and the height of the sky
scrapers, and does not learn how to 
buy and sell farm products. Poor is 
the English class that knows the kind 
of sentences and learns verbs, nouns 
and prepositions without first learn
ing to express themselves in a simple 
letter. These are the practical things 
which children remember; these are 
the habits which make for wholesome 
living. 

LOIS MAXWELL MAHAN 

Mountain Life and Wark 
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AS A MAN SHOULD LIVE 
IJ1 fJrifJo KerwicK 

T IMOTHY MORTON made an 
occasional vacation trip to his 

aunt's farm in Wisconsin. There he 
felt a knitting together of his forces, 
a harmony and integration of spirit 
that Chicago life seemed to obstruct. 
In the city where a multiplicity of 
stimuli uninterruptedly rained upon 
his consciousness-horns blaring, 
clamorous people jostling, buildings 
crowding and impinging on one an
other-Timothy often experienced 
the vague incertitude and disquiet of 
a man or animal not at home with his 
background. He was irritated by the 
paraphernalia of city existence that 
distracted him from contemplation of 
what little nature remained to be con
templated. For nature in Ch!cago 
consisted of a hodge podge of stylized 
,parks, macadam roads, and blocked
off overpopulated beaches, 'bordering 
a lake potentially beautiful only if 
viewed in solitude. 

His temperament instinctively 
craved simplification. Man, he be
lieved, was most at harmony with 
himself when he made his home in 
the country near trees and water, a 
home not too close to other homes. 
The unecessary disunity and confus
ion, the feverish complexity that ur
ban life forces upon people, disap
peared when they live on a farm. 

Nature has the power of lifting a 
man's soul into activity. While a 
man works, doing the mechanical . 
things that need to be done in a spec- , . 
ialized urban society, the soul lies 
sluggish. The person performs his 
tasks in a sort of nether world where 
only a half of the self is conscious. 
Consider Timothy's own job, sorting 
the mail, keeping the state names 
alphabetical, the city names, the sec
tions of the city, the streets, the 
surnames of individuals. A portion 
of the mind had to keep active, along 
with the body's corresponding re
sponses. But the soul, which can be 
called a man's pith or core, his elan 
vital, lies dormant, untouched by, or 
indifferent to such routines. The 

soul requires another kind of match
wood to set it aflame. While Tim
othy concedes that susceptibilities 
varied in people, he feels that many 
must be stirred as he is by nature. 

For these various reasons Timothy 
showed no hesitation in answering the 
question his fiancee put to him one 
night. "After we're married, Tim
othy, where will we live? Would you 
like to stay in Chicago here-or 
what?" 

"I thought we might like to look 
at a farm near Green Bay, Wiscon
sin. It's beautiful country up there, 
Mary. The early British traders 
gave it the name of Green Bay be
cause the water and shore take on 
green tints, almost a sort of chart-

'reuse, in 'the spring. Beyond the 
city itself, a fork of land sticks up, 
very charming in the summer. When 
I was a boy, Father and Mether used 
to take me to my aunt's fatm.J.ear 
Bailey's Harbor. She had acres and 
acres of cherry trees and cabbages 
and corn. Every summer we'd go up 
there when Father had his vaca
tion." 

"How big is the town?" 
"Oh, small. Not more than a hUIl

dred, I guess. It's near the lake
my 'aunt's farm, I mean. The vil
lage is on the lake itself. Good 
bathing and fishing there in the warm 
months. Lovely shoreline, with miles 
of vacant beach where terns and 
sandpipers run along hunting for 
food. In the woods you run across 
Christmas trees and white birch .... " 

"Timothy, it sounds just lovely. 
But I'm wondering now. Would it 

be close enough to some large stores 
so we could go shopping when We 
needed things?" 

"Sure. Sturgeon Bay is close 
enough. It runs around five thou
sand, I'd say. It has several theaters 
and women's wear stores"-he ele
vated his eyebrows and loked at her 
quizzically-"if that's what you're 
driving at. Am I right?" 

She nodded, laughing. 
"All the comforts of civilization at 

less than an hour's ride away. Oh, 
Mary, I know you'll love it." 

His tone had grown earnest as he 
remembered the long and langorous 
afternoons on the beach near his 
'aunt's farm. In the woods the spice~ 
laden air of the pines had always 
Cleared his head like a tonic (Tim
othy was 'subject~o hay fever), let
ting him breathe freely" and deeply. 
He remembered the hot days, the 
cold nights that called for blankets; 
the early mornings, the sun-setting 
evenings when he sat in his rowboat 
fishing for bass. All at once, life 
on a Wisconsin farm with Mary 
seemed the summum bonum of all 
endeavor. A wave of enthusiasm 
went through him, lighting up his 
eyes. "Say you will?" 

"Of course I will. I'm as enthus
iastic as you are about it. Don't for 
a minute dream I wouldn't welcome 
a change from this noisy city:' 

"Besides, it's a wonderful country 
to bring up children-as God first 
made it." 

Mary smiled and turned her head 
away shyly .... 

A month or so before they married, 
Timothy took her to see the Lester 
Raferty farm for sale near Bailey's 
Harbor. The house lay back from 
a gravel road, almost hidden by 
closely pressed trees and shrubs. It 
had a cement basement with a fur
nace, a coal bin, a large room with 
shelves for home canning, a boat 
room, a wash room with two station
ary tubs, and dirt floor portion where 
mushrooms could be grown in early 
spring. , 

Steep steps mounted to the first 
floor, opening into a, kitchen that 
faced a long back yard, equal to 
three city back yards. In the after
noon when the sunlight slanted in, 

68 LAND AND HOME: : SEPTEMBER 1945 

• I 
thIS 

" I 
teel 

1 
\ 

sue, 
ne~ 
sun 
ex~ 

) 
th~ 
th~ 
fat 

1 

as! 
hi~ 
fell 
onl 
"P 
clcl 
vi~ 

IDa 

thl 
thi 
tW 
m~ 
wi 
b~ 
~ 
~ 
w( 

de 

Ll 



this was the brightest room of the 
house, Mrs. Raferty said. Three 
other rooms and a screened porch 
were on the same floor. Upstairs 
were three bedrooms and a bath, and 
above these a large attic. 

"I'm very favorably impressed so 
far," said Timothy. "But let's go 
out and look at the property itself." 

Mrs. Raferty took the couple out
side and showed them around part 
of the thirty-five acres of cherry 
trees. "Cherry trees are profitable," 
she said. "That's why we've spec
ized in them." . Mary thought she 
had never seen a prettier sight as the 
pale petals were wafted slowly down
ward by a faint breeze-like a snow
storm of blossoms, only more deli
cate and fairylike. 

In the cleared space behind the 
house, seven or eight apple trees were 
growing. Mrs. Raferty said the buy
ers could have the harvest of both 
the cherry and apple trees if the 
bill of sale went through before 
August 1. 

"How much are you asking for 
the place?" said Timothy. 

"Only five hundred down and fif
teen hundred mortgage." 

Timothy was secretly amazed that 
such a parcel of comfort and loveli

\ ness could be secured for so small a 
sum. He looked at Mary and the 
expression on her face reflected his. 

After a careful investigation of 
the deed and title, Timothy placed 
the required down payment for the 
farm the following week. As soon 
as he married he planned to give up 
his mailclerk job and settle here. He 
felt that the decision was not a rash 
one, and Mary agreed with him. 
"For your aunt and uncle's farm is 
close enough to call on them for ad
vice if needed," she said. 

The first year after they were 
married, the Mortons averaged for 
the few summer months of work in 
the orchard, a hundred dollars :more 
than Timothy'S annual salary as a 
mailclerk. Besides, both he and his 
wife were happier than they had ever 
been before. The country life was 
beautiful to them-beautiful beyond 
their most sanguine hopes. They 
would never return to the city, they 
decided, never, never. 

111m fI CDllhtry ,flstDr • • • 
There certainly is one advantage which the farm~r has these 

days, and that is food. The shortages and rationing, the points 
and prices, which vex his city cousins bother him very little. It's 
an advantage he has at all times but one which he does not always 
appreciate sufficiently. The present emergency, however, empha
sizes his good fortune in this regard. Understanding this the 
farmer should ever be more grateful, not only now but at all times, 
for the privilege of living on the land. 

No matter how much money people in the cities may be earning 
they are faced with the problem of food. Perhaps this will teach 
all, city and country people alike, a more proper sense of values, 
and the folly of wishing to have a Midas touch. Of what benefit 
is money when you cannot buy the essential foods in the accus
tomed quantity and quality? 

The allotted points will not supply both butter and meat to 
those who must buy all their food. Dinner out is expensive and 
entails long waiting, poor service and meatless menus. Prices on 
the black market are almost prohibitive and it is unpatriotic. The 
members of the farm home who raise and prepare their own food 
are not much worried by Tationing. 

It might be well for a ·farm~rtq take his family out to dinner in 
some swanky restaurant. I thktIC they would all benefit by the 
experience and be more satisfied after that. There would be no 
butter on the buns to nibble while scrutinizing, the menu, only a 
little dab of cottage cheese, so often scorned by farm folk, or a 
small a",ount of syrupy jam. It would take some time to choose 
the entree, not because all looks so good, but because there is so 
little that appears inviting. 

The cold mackerel at $2.75, or the cold ox-tongue and head 
cheese at .$3.50, would certainly not satisfy the appetite of any 
farm family dining out: far less would the poached eggs at $2.50 
even though they did come with "mornay on spinach:' The fric
andeau of veal with its fancy name might attract attention if the 
fancier price of $3.40 would not scare away selection, but still it 
would be only veal stew, which would hardly be one's choice on 
such an occasion. there is the roast duckling, but that's $3.75. In 
justice let us add that the price does include salad, coffee, dessert, 
and bread, but an appetizer or soup is 30 cents extra. This is no 
imaginary or exaggerat~d menu but one actually presented at one 
of the nation's well-known and reputable hotels. A farmer's week
day breakfast is more appetizing than such a dinner though there 
is no finger bowl or quill toothpick. 

The richest man in the world cannot enjoy a . better table, now 
and at any time, than our American farmer. With greater devotion 
and deeper gratitude will the farmer and his family say grace at 
meals when home again after dining out, realizing fully that God 
generously answers their prayer: "Give us this day our daily 
bread:' 
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WHOLE WHEAT 

The word "lowly" in speaking of 
a person's occupation is a misnomer, 
because the genius cannot get along 
without the manual laborer, Most 
Rev. Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop 
of Boston, told 400 members of the 
Salem Chamber of Commerce here. 
"We fail to recognize," the Arch
bishop said, "that human labor is 
impossible if we are all lawyers, doc
tors, educators and scientists. The 
world also needs farmers truck 
drivers and trainmen, just ~s badly 
as it needs geniuses." , 

N.C.W.C. News Service 

The land wants the family not 
only as workers but as lovers for 
th: land means a kind of life utterly 
ahen t-o modern town life. A man 
will break his' heart, his back and his 
pocket if he is not supported whole..: 
timedly and without reservations by 
his wife. 

The Weekly Review 

. '. . If fortune attends, our prayer 
we shall have a farm in a healthful 
climate, with fertile soil, partly level 
partly hills with a gentle eastern 0; 
southern slope; with some parts of 
the land cultivated, and other parts 
wooded and rough; not far from the 
:ea or a navigable stream, by which 
Its products may be carried off and 
supplies brought in. The level 
ground, divided into meadows, arable 
land, willow groves, and reed t,hickets , , 
should be adjacent to the steading. 
Let some of the hills be bare of trees , , 
to serve for grain crops only; still 
these crops thrive better in moder-

ately dry and ,fertile plains than in 
steep places" and for that reason' 
even the higher grainfields should 
have some level sections and should 
be of as gentle a slope as possible and 
very much like flat land. Again, 
other hills should be clad with olive 
groves and vineyards, and with copses 
to supply props for the latter; they 
should be able to furnish wood and 
stone, if the need of building so re
quires, as well as grazing' ground for 
herds; and then they should send 
down coursing rivulets into meadows, 
gardens, and willow plantations and . ' runmng water for the villa. And let 
there be no lack of herds of cattle and 
'other four-footed kind to graze over 
the tilled land and the thickets. But 
such a situation as we desire is hard 

, to find and, 'being uncommon, it falls 
to the lot of the few; the next best is 
one which possesses most of these' 
qualities, and one is passable which 
lacks the fewest of them. .,p1 

COLUMELLA (1st Century A., D.) 
Tr.-HARRlsON BoYD ASH, J>h. D . 

Operators of large commercial 
farms should be subject to the pro
visions of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act. The need of some sort of state 
regulation of such agricultural em
ployers has been restated by Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. John O'9rady, Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
John A. Ryan, Very Rev. Msgr. Fred
erick G. Hochwalt and Rev. Paul F. 
Tanner after their recent study of 
the serious child labor problems prev
alent among children of migratory 
workers. In part the statement reads: 

"One of the most serious child 
labor problems in the United States 
is the employment of children of 
families engaged in large commer
cial agriculture. In some areas these 
families are constantly on the move. 
Even in places where they remain for 
a considerable period of time school 
facilities are inadequate. A number 
of the camps operated by the Office of 
Labor, War Food Administration 
(Department of Agriculture) have 
school facilities for the children of 

migratory workers: There is a great 
need for the extension of such educa
tional facilities. 

"It is most important that there 
should be adequate state legislation 
covering the employment of children 
of migratory workers. Large numbers 
of very young children are now em
plo~ed in harvesting and processing 
vanous types of agricultural prod
ucts. There is no reason why these 
children should not be included in 
state laws. They are vastly different 
from the children who work with 
their own fathers on one-family farms 
and on land owned or leased by their 
own families. There is no reason , 
moreover, why people operating large 
commercial farms should be exempt 
from the ,provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. They are engaged in 
the harvesting and processing of 
goods that enter into interstate com
merce. They can no longer be placed 
in the category of ordinary farmers. 
They are really large commercial 
operators and should be subject to the 
same legislatiOll as the ordinary in
dustrial enterprises." 

One returning veteran tells us he 
never knew, until now how good the 
old farm home really looks.-Wash
ington Evening J ournat' 

A {(II fa/ T f)osf ff) . . . 
THE MOST REVEREND WIL

LIAM R. ARNOLD, D.D., Mili
tary Ordinariate. 

DR. RUDOLPH G. BANDAS, Rec
tor of St. Paul Seminary. 

VERY REVEREND ROMUALD 
MOLLAUN, O.P.M., Provincial 
of the Province of St. John the 
Baptist of the Franciscan Order. 

REVEREND JOSEPH FINAN, 
Rural Life Director, Diocese of 
Stnbenville. 

REVEREND F. J. HOWARD, Rur
al Life Director, Diocese of Ral-
eigh. ' 

REVEREND H. J. MILLER, Rur
al Life Director, Diocese of Fort 
Wayne. 

REVEREND ARTHUR MOONEY, 
Rural Life Director, Diocese of 
Indianapolis. 

REVEREND VICTOR PIASKOW
SKI, Rural Life Director, Dio
cese of Hartford. 
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KYRIE FOR AUGUSTINE 
Sister Mary Immaculate, C.S.C. 

Thought like a desolate ewe darkly wanders, seeking the 
, stray, the lost. 
From early sun-sweet pastures to where brave stars go dim, 
Monica his mother prays; Lord remember him. . 

In desert ways and trac:kless lands give him vast unrest, 
Until in thee alone shall end his vagrant heart's last whim. 
Monic:a his mother prays; Christ remember him. 

Against his feet's perversity let thy wisdom play, and subtly 
turn 

His wastrel windings home. As new day slowly spreads 
along the sky's far rim, 

Monica his mother prays; Lord remember him. 

Let us make sure that the cottage 
home .... is blessed with modest but 
solid prosperity, well fenced and 
guarded against misfortune, and that 
Britons remain free to plan their 
lives themselves and for those they 
love; 

WINSTON CHURCHILL 

THE COUNTRY·S FAITH 
Here in the country's heart 

Where the grass is green, 
Life Is the same sweet life 

As it e'er hath been. 

Trust In a God still lives: 
And the bell at mom 

Floats with a thought of God 
O'er the rising com. 

God comes down in the rain. 
And the crop grows tall. 

This is the country's faith, 
And the best of all. 

-Anonymous 
The CongressIonal Record 

There is no doubt that all land, 
even most land regarded as poor, is 
worthy of the detailed .attention 
which is associated with its being 
worked in comparatively small units. 

. The characteristics of both quality 
and variety which are so desirable in 
the output are not 'likely to. be 
achieved in any other way. The as:.. 
sumption that small holdings neces
sarily mean hard labour, and depii-' 
vation of the advantages to be derived 
from the use of machinery is only 
justified under present economic con
ditions, not necessarily under others. 

. . . Every inducement today is 
towards organization in bigger units, 
even in farming. That is no doubt 
why engineers have naturally given 
relatively scant attention to the evolu
tion of really efficient machines for 
use on a small scale. The induce
ment is all the other 'way; towards 
machinery which enables cost cutting 
to be effected by increasing the scale 

I of operations. Machinery a~apted 

Dear Msgr. Ligutti:' 

for ,use in operations carried out on 
',a sinall scale may help, but machin
ery alone is by no means the solution 
of the hard-labour question in rela
tively small-scale farming. For the 
extent to which machinery can be 
applied with advantage to' the more 
crucial processes of farming is very 
limited. If, however, machinery 
were applied to most industrial proc
esses in such a way that it became 
man's servant rather than his master, 
so that man received in effect the 
wages of the machine, and so that 
increased efficiency meant increased 
availability of manufactured goods 
for all instead of being primarily a 
means of reducing the number of 
people employed per unit of output in 
or~er' to ,undercut competitors: then 
most people, instead of being, as they 
are now, either in' a frantic state of 
rush or totally unemployed, could 
have both means and leisure. The 
whole tempo of life would be altered . 
There could be enough and to spare 
of manufactured goods for all, and it 
would be possible to reward adequate
ly the services of those who gave only 

.). 'reasonable amount of time to the 
careful cultivation of the land. 

That is a possibility which has 
never occurred before in history. Its 
realization depends on a change in 
our habitual estimation of what is 
worth while and what is not. If that 
change takes place it may not be 
long before we find out how to use 
machinery-and not least the ma
chinery of distribution, which is 
finance-for our benefit rather than 
for our destruction, so that we have 
time to look after the land properly. 

LORD N ORTHBOURNE 

Look to the Land. 

After all the most important thing 
on the earth for a human being is the 
reproduction of the race and it is 
clear that the rural areas give the 
finest opportunity for children and 
youth, so let's spend our lives on this 
movement. 

M. R. ZIGLER 

A new world will come by the 
efforts of the people from the bottom 
up. The world will be reformed by 
neighborhoods. For the economic 
part, co-operation is the means we 
have in our own hands. 

In the hurry and distraction of the moment, I did not kave an opportunity 
to give my reactions on your talks at Westpoint. W kat you said was very 
interesting as well as enlightening, but not too encouraging. It is to be hoped 
tkat your work will help to stop the hegira of our people to the cities. The 
pastor must make every effort to kold his parishioners on the farm. Con
certed action on the part of all the pastors is required. 

L. S. HERRON 

Nebraska Union Farmer. 

Your statistics confirm wkat, was stated a generation ago by a writer in tke 
American Ecclesiastic Review. He claimed that the third generation of city
born Catholics are practically lost to the Faith. If tkat is true, then with the 

, embargo on immigration our city churches will in a century from now be 
empty monuments to a former illustrious Catholicity. 

May everybody wake up before it is too late and take heed to your warning. 
(RT.REv. MSGR.) JAMES AHERN 
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DEAR SISTER ••• 
Side4 M. QeJuJJ" S. S. I. 

Yo U R letter announcing your 
. transfer, from the beautiful, mod
ern city school where you have been 
stationed, to "the country," arrived 
today: I gather from your letter that 
the prospect of a year or two in the 

. little two-room school, in the quiet 
town of Updike, does not bring you 
any pleasure .. 

In spite of your premonitions, Sis
ter, I congratulate you on your good 
fortune. Your transfer will be bene
ficial in many ways. It will give you 
a new outlook on life, will bring you 
closer to the things worthwhile in life. 
Your nearness to the open fields, 
woods and streams, your presence in 
the district where the tiny seed devel-' 
ops into the plenteous harvest, will 
bring you closer to the Lord of the 
Harvest. 

Yes, Sister, you will be extremely 
busy and you will have little leisure 
time. You will have four grades to 
teach instead of one grade. In spite 
of all this, you will find tbat there are 
many advantages in teaching children 
0'£ the country schools. 

I purposely call your new school a 
"country" school, Sister, although you 
most likely prefer to think of it as a 
Hsmall-town schoo1." You will find a 
different situation in the former than 
you would were you truly to have 
Hsmall-town" children. The schools 
in the town draw their pupils from the 
surrounding farms, large or small; 
very few come from the town itself. 
The small-town family does not, as a 
rule, have children of school age. 
Most of the men of these families are 
retired farmers or business men. 
Young families cannot make a living 
in such a town because of the lack of 
industries. Consequently, even though 
their children may attend school in 
the town, the parents will be found 
to be farmers, or farm-hands, living 
in their own little homes, near or in 
the town, and going out to the large 
farms to work. Many of the children . 
are truly heroic in the sacrifices they 

make to reach the Catholic school. I 
have had little children who had to 
rise at four o'clock in the morning to 
get their chores done, so that they 
could leave in time for school sixteen 
miles away. 

Recognizing that you are dealing 
with country children will put you in 
the proper frame of mind to appre
ciate their way of living. You must 
learn to talk their language, under
stand their life, and appreciate the 
many advantages they have over the 
child brought up in the atmosphere 
of the city. You are in a position to 
do much to influence the children to 
stay in the country, even after they 
become free to, leave it. Once they 
realize that you know the city, they 
will respect your opinion. 'Beware 
that you do not betray the c.onfidence 
placed in you by the parents by le?-d:' 
ing their boys and girls to abando~ 
the farm for what seems to be the 
more alluring urban life. 

The biggest difference between the 
city school and the country school lies 
in the children themselves. Funda-

1 ! 

mentally children may be the same all 
over, but the country child will delight 
you with his wholesome outlook on 
life, his candor and docility. You will 
grow in appreciation of the children 
as you deal with them. 

Y ~ur worries over being able to 
cover the subject matter assigned for 
your grades will vanish as you grow 
used to the situation. Many of your 
classes will be the same as those found 
in the city schools, but a few will of 
necessity differ. In the fourth grade, 
for example, it will hardly be neces
sary to show the country child how 
butter is churned, although you may 
have to do this for the city child. On 
the other hand you may have to make 
clear' to the, country child just how 
milk is handled in the city creamery 
and delivered to the people. 

You will find that the countrychil
dren are very kind and helpful 
towards one another. 

No doubt you have felt the futility 
of trying to know all your city chil
dren, their homes, their parents, their 
peculiar problems and interests. In 
the country school, this is possible arid 
easy. You will have two or more chil
dren from the same family in many 
cases. The small groups, the fact that 
they all'stay at the school for lunch, 
their simplicity, all help you to be
come acquainted with the heart and 
soul of each child. 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Confer.elice constantly stresses the 
idea that the hope of the, Church is 
centered in her rural families. The 
Catholic rural family is usually large, 
and it is from this family that we may 
expect the future leaders of. the 
Church, both lay and religious. Have 
we not noticed that most members of 
religious communities come from rural 
families and usually from families of 
six or more children? 

Go into your school with hope and 
confidence, Sister. Make the children 
and their parents feel from the begin
ning that you consider it a privilege 
to be assigned to work among them. 
Learn to ,talk their language, become 
familiar with the things dear to them; 
listen to them. The secret of success 
is to become one with them in their ' 
interests and in their way of living. 
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The East: 

It is a graveyard but it is very 
important just the same. It's the 
center of American adult life-fi
nances--education and recreation
literature and even religion. Trends 
in the East develop into national 
trends. Eastern ways - of thinking 
and acting are adopted very quickly 
on a national scale. 

Metropolitan districts, no matter 
where located, are also very impor
tant. They are not biologically self
sufficient. They may be catchalls 
but their influence is immeasurable 
-newspapers, radio, magazines, trad
ing centers shape the lives of mil
lions within the transportation area 
and radio wave reach. 

Ne!latlve Approaches: 

To rid our big cities of Catholic 
influence and ,example would be as 
dangerous as to deplete the country
side of a healthy and balanced Cath
olic population. Even though the 
Philadelphia Quakers are a dying 
group they exert a greater influence 
than their brethren who live in the 
valleys and hills throughout the coun
try. The same is true of Catholics 
in Boston, Providence, Milwaukee 
or San Francisco. 

As for Example: 

On the Track spoke at the Gradu
ation Exercises of Xavier Academy 
in Providence. That group is of no 
little importance. Biologically they 

may eventually pass out of existence, 
but, because their families will be 
city dwellers, they will exercise a 
most important influence on Ameri
ca and the world. 

St. Charles Seminary: 

, Questions here-questions there
questions everywhere-alert, to the 
point-Blessed Youth! May it never 
grow old. 

Rosemont College: 

When the N. C. R. L. C. shall have 
conquered Catholic Colleges for 
Women our victory will be 'complete. 
We must work where it counts. 

Lincoln, 'Nebraska: 

In lieu of a taxi On the Track 
rode to the hotel in a police car. The 
rest of the time was spent avoiding 
the police car while Monsignor Mock 

-piloted his B-29 along the prairie's 
treetops. 

In Praise of Protestants: 

Ye Traveler may be Off the Track" 
but he believes he is right smack On 
the Track when he enjoys meeting 
with and talking to groups of Prot
estant rural pastors, to-wit at N e
braska University and Purdue. We 
must work together and work to con
vert the world on certain funda
mental points of agreement if we are 
to change the world. 

LaFayette's New BIshop: 

Farm born and rural minded. It 
would be interesting' to learn how 
many of our American Bishops are 
land-born. 

On the Road: 

To avoid possible heart failure lay 
off plane travel for the duration. It's 
not the stratosphere that will effect 
you-it's the embarrassment of hav
ing your name mispronounced and 
the sad news conveyed by a sympa
thetic hostess: "No room in the Inn 
-and you're out." 

St. 'Mary's, Notre Dame: 

For two days, amidst elegant sur
roundings, preaching Rural Life to 
urban teachers and having it most 
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graciously received. On the Panel: 
Father Clark a Dominican-Monsig
nor Morrison of Liturgical Cathedral 
dimensions (tall and slender)-a Je
suit, in Father Demeyer-an indus
trial homesteader, Mr. Arata-a pro
fessional home maker, Dr. Nutting 
and a Holy Cross man, "Ward the 
Cope". 

In Nazareth, Mlchl!lan: 

We thought all would be well but 
we never imagined it could be so de
lightfully magnificent. Bishop Al
ters was there all of the time-Father 
McEachin, with wit and insight
lovely posters - holiday appearance 
-a feast for ruralism. 

375 Trains Stop -Dally; at Trenton: 

But not the train Paul Sacco and 
On Track boarded on July 28th. It 
took us to Newark-from there in, 
the rain, to Red Bank, then to love
ly Georgian Courts at Lakewood. 

The Trenton See is rural. 

St. Joseph's Colle!l_St. Columba's 
Jarlsh: ' , 

Each sui generis. Father Mon
tague, 'a most ,zealous and efficient 
city pastor--ever awake to social 
and economic needs in a middle class 
parish of devout members. A large 
parish and yet a potential danger to 
the future of Church and State be
cause it is so urban. 

Glen Riddle, Pennsylvania, 
Lodl, New Jersey: 

City teachers who are most inter
ested in, rural philosophy can put 
across this philosophy to urban chil
dren and families. 

Cornwell Helgltts: 

Minister unto the poor where it 
counts. Some fine questions and sug
gestions. 

Readin!l, Pennsylvania: 

'Father Wachter-The Bernadine 
Sisters-The Good Shepherd Home 
-Bernharts' Missionary Sisters
Father Miconi-St. Paul's-and then 
a blow outl All within 40 hours. 

Dr. Ostheimer is more than a spare 
tire. He is a learned and charming 
chairman. 
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If you were to visit the National 
Headquarters of our Conference, you 
would find a busy, but not preten
tious office. Persons who read our 
publications, learn of our influence 
on federal and state legislation, and 
our contacts with other social and 
economic organizations, sometimes 
suppose that our National Head
quarters is a collosal establishment, 
doing the really important work of 
the Conference. This is a false im
pression. The important functions 
of the Conference do not take place at 
3801 Grand Avenue in Des Moines; 
they take place in the rural areas of 
the United States. The main ob
jectives of our movement are ac
complished, not by the Executive 
Secretary, his assistant and secre
taries, but by the pastors, sisters, and 
lay people who put into frractice the 
ideals and principles of the eonfer
ence. 

2~et»p4. 

Our Des Moines Office might be 
compared to the Quart~rmaster 
Corps of the army. This office 
merely provides the supplies .. ; ...... the lit
erature and suggestions. Farm peo
ple, their pastors and the good sisters 
are on the Rural Lije Front. All 
the literature we produce will be of 
little value until its contents are 
translated into action. 

It is wrong to suppose that country 
living is prosaic. Ideas and ideals 
are in themselv~s lifeless; but, like 
a seed, wh~n they are planted in the 
fertile soil of the minds and hearts 
of rural people, they begin to live 
and grow. COUl1try pastors, sisters, 
and lay people have an opportunity 
to live agrarianism, to view the prin
dples of the Conference in full-blown 
beauty in their everyday lives. We 
editors and secretaries who contact 
persons through leaflets, magazines, 
and letters appreciate, nevertheless, 
the joy and stimulation had by those 
who make personal contacts. We 
take off our hats to them; we envy 
their truly gratifying experiences. 
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St. Paul, in his magnificent ex
planation of the Mystical Body ad
dressed to the Corinthians, teaches 
that each of us has his particular 
function to perform. He reminds us 
that we cannot all be the eye or the 
hand. We who work at the National 
Headquarters realize that we are 
the "uncomely parts" of our organ
ization; nevertheless, we accept our 
assignments willingly, knowing that 
"if one member glories, all the mein
bers rejoice with it.'.' 

No Ma4d. M~lNd . .. 

Many reforms are doomed to fail
ure from the beginning because they 
require the concerted action of high 
numbers of individuals for even the 
initial phases of their programs. The 
success of the Conference does not 
depend upon a mass movement. Some 
influence on governmental policy and 
the nation as a whol~ is essential; 
however, we don't need to bide time 
until all the congressmc::n join our 
ranks and the whole nation .Yt con
verted to our cause. One jamiFy alone 
can practice Christian agrarianism. 
The individual who diversifies his 
farming operations, the family which 
takes up part time farming, the pas
tor who blesses fields, the sisters who 
teach genuine homemaking, the com
munity which establishes a consum~ . 
ers' cooperative, and the parish with 
a credit union-all are oases of Chris
tian rural living in a desert of 
backwardness and reaction. 

(!)UI/. Bed ,q~ 

Oases attract all _who see them. 
So also, everyone who lives a better 
rural life will win others to our 
movement. These concrete examples 
are the best argument for our prin
ciples. You will find no more elo
quent expositions of our way of life 
than these: the cooperative enter
prises at Westphalia, Iowa, the par
ish credit union at Assumption, Ohio, 
the Institutional Cooperative of Phil
adelphia, this summer's 6,000 re
ligious vacation schools, and Catho
lics in all parts of the United States 
joining local cooperatives and farm 
organizations. 

NO 
CO 

"The editorial in the June issue 
of Land and Home presents prac. 
tical, feasible solutions of some of OUr 

most pressing urban and rural prob. 
lems. Modern city life offers serious 
hazards to the human spirit while in 
farm areas the tenant, the share. 
cropper and the migrant agricultural 
worker are often condemned to an 
existence that is something less than 
~uman. The editorial suggests con.' 
strltCtive remedies." 
MOST REv. ROBERT E. LUCEY, D.D. 

Archbishop aj San Antonio 

"I read it over quite carefully and 
was deeply impressed by its message. 
It would be a wonderful accomplish
ment if we could bring this message 
to many of our urban congregations." 
MOST REV. DANIEL F. DESMOND, 

D.D. 
Bishop ajAlexandria 

_~_r""" 
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,)"The editorial is excellent and the 
~Iutions proposed are practical and 
tiIIlely." . 
MosT REV. EDWIN V. BYRNES, D.D. 

Archbishop of Santa Fe 

"1 may state that the editorial 
opinion expressed i: sound and. whole
Some partIcularly msofar as It pres
ints the urgent obligation to preserve 
the well being of the family. Then 
again very correctly it ins~sts. upon 
the requirement of economIC lIberty 
as well as political liberty and points 
out that satisfactory economic lib
erty must be based upon ownership 
of productive property. . I shall be 
very happy indeed to bring the con
tents of this important message to 
the attention of the clergy and people 
of the Diocese or Brooklyn." 

MOST REV. THOMAS M. MOLLOY 

Bishop .of Brooklyn 

"-

! 

The adage, "practice, what you 
preach," has always been heeded by 
our Conference. Nevertheless, con
crete action is to play a constantly 
greater role in our work. A vigor
ous program of education has been 
followed by the Conference during 
the past twenty-three years, educa
tion for a better, more Christi~n 
rural life. This is a vital step m 
our strategy. Without a change of 
thinking, of conviction, and of am
bition, any agrarian project would 
be doomed to failure. The Confer
ence is now in a position to encourage 
such projects with confidence in their 
successful outcome. Part time farm
ing projects, parish credit unions and 
cooperatives are springing up in all 
sections of the nation. A new phase 
of our program is beginning to ma
terialize. 

, Beginning as we are a more' in-. 
tense program of action, we ~oul? 

do well to review our techmques., 
The Jacists (Young Christian Farm
ers) are specialists in action, in 
Catholic Action in the strictest sense 
of the term. We can learn much 
from their plan of attack. That 
plan is summed up in the' ,,:o~ds, 
observe, judge, act. The eXIstmg 
situation with all its undesirable 
features is observed candidly and 
searchingly. The judgment is merely 
a comparison of things as they are 
with the ideals taught by Christ and 
our common sense~ The action is a 
definite remedy for a particular phase 
of the problem. The Jacist asks 
himself: whatcanI do this week to 
overcome this difficulty. At the end 
of the week he checks up on himself 
to determine whether he has accom-
plishedhis objective. . 

eall. to. AdioH. ... 

We suggest that each rural pastor, 
each' community of sisters, and each 
farmer adopt the Jacist's technique. 
Let each observe his own attitudes 
and practices and those which p~e
vail in his surroundings. Let hIm 
ask: does our parish school use text-
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books with a rural bias; are the 
young people of this community 
leaving their farm homes in large 
numbers; do my parishioners ap
precillte the dignity of work and the 
high calling of farmers; is my farm 
more fertile than it was ten years 
ago; what portion of the food con
sumed by my family is produced on 
this farm; does my family pray as 
a group every day? Judge these con
ditions by comparing them with the 
teachings presented in our publica
tion~ and lectures. Then act lOne 
definite project at a time; this year 
a better garden, next year an orchard; 
an adult study club now, a parish 
credit union later. An occasional 
checkup will indicate the progress 
being made, Only through such in
telligent planning ~nd definite action 
will our ideals be ,materialized. 

eatkJic AciioH. •.. 

The technique and point of view 
of the Jacists will be a valuable ass,et 
to every champion of a better rural 

'life. Catholic Action Cells will be 
~e spearhead of our movement after 

the war is over. The objectives of 
the cell members is to make them
selves and their environment more 
Christian. As they improve their 
own ideals and morals, their influence 
on their companions increases; their 
efforts to help others are a means of 
their own sanctification. If we think 
in harmony with the Holy Father, 
the Vicar of Christ on earth, we are 
convinced that Catholic Action is 
effective and indispensable. In the 
words of Pope Pius XI: "Catholic 
Action we deem to be as indispen
sable at the present time as the 
priestly ministry itself; and in it all 
must cooperate, even if they can do 
'so only to a small extent." . 

peace o.jelvtut . 
Rural people are the s~urce of future 

population j their function In our economy 
and society is pivotal. Consequently the 
creating of a .more Christian rural life 
through Catholic Action and other fox:ns 
of the rural apostolate is of far-reachmg 
effect. Tremendous opportunities are ~pen 
to rural leaders to make valuable contrIbu
tions toward the establishment of the peace 
of Christ in the kingdom of Christ. 
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FARMERS' SPIRITUAL 
GET. TOGETHER 

Rev. Joseph Hylden 

RETREATS are very old in the 
Church. The idea is not at all 

new, but it found a new application, at 
least, new to us, when a Retreat for 
Catholic Farmers was suggested. This 
suggestion was first made during the 
meeting of the Diocesan Rural Life 
Directors at the National Catholic 
Rural Life Convention in Cincinnati. 
Father William Schimek, of Rose 
Creek, Minnesota, proposed a Retreat 
for farmers in his own diocese. 

Typical of Father Schimek, he did 
not let· the idea remain cold, and the 
first Retreat, conducted exclusively 
for farmers, was held in the Winona 
Diocese on January 3, 1945. Father 
James L. McShane, S.J., was the 
Retreat master for this one-day meet
ing. Farmers came from several neigh
boring parishes to attend, and so 
was born what bids well to grow into 
a great movement. 

The idea of a Retreat for farmers 
immediately fired us with a vision of 
the fine possibilities in the Fargo 
Diocese. During the last few years, 
Monsignor, now Bishop, Mulloy had 
inspired a great deal of interest in 
Retreats for lay women. These Ree 

. treats had much publicity ;lnd both 
pastors and people were deeply in
terested. It was thought a Retreat for 
farmers should be a "natural" in the 
diocese. 

The idea was discussed by the 
Fargo Diocesan Board of Councillors 
for Rural Life. These practical rural 
pastors knew there would be ob
stacles to overcome. The shortage of 
manpower on the farms of North 
Dakota is great. Few are the farms 
that can send a man off the place 
even for a short time. Stock-feeders 
just could not leave home even for 
a day. Yet, the Board was sure that 
there were enough farmers to make 
a week-end Retreat. Accordingly a 
two-day Retreat was set for March ' 
10 and 11. This date was early 
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enough to avoid a conflict with the 
spring work. Taking into considera
tion the distance farmers would come, 
Devils Lake was chosen as the most 
centrally located place. 

Father John Heinz of Mohall, 
North Dakota, accepted the invita
tion to conduct the Retreat. A rural 
pastor for twenty-eight years, Rural 
Life Director for the Bismarck Dio
cese, and for many years a Director 
of the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, Father Heinz was emi
nently fitted for the work. He opened 
the Retreat on Saturday morning of 
March 10 and closed it with a Holy 
Hour the next evening. The following 
is a brief summary of the conferences 
that he gave to the men. 

"A man's life work is his vocation. 
The vocation of a farmer is one of 
the noblest that God gives to. man. 
Farming is a way of life, a. yva~,of 
serving God. Jesus Christ eMose 
twelve men as His co-workers. They 
became His very close friends. Farm
ers are also co-workers with God in . 
their daily occupation of growing 
crops and caring for livestock. Hence, 
farmers, too, can be, and ought to be, 
very close friends of God. 

"Christ was God. He owned the 
whole earth. Yet when He came on 
earth, He chose to be born in a 
shepherd's barn,' and He chose to 
live in a small rural community of 
Nazareth. He spent most of the three 
years of His public life preaching in 
the open country. The Sermon on the 
Mount was delivered on the side of a 
hill. John the Baptist, His Precursor . , 
did not work in the great city of 
Jerusalem, but in the country-side 
along the banks of the Jordan. Christ 
taught His divine doctrine through 
the medium of rural stories. His Par
ables are mostly stories taken from 
the farming habits and practices of 
tpe people to whom He talked. Typ-' 
ical of this,is the story of the Prodigal 
son, a farmer's son who left the farm, 
went to the city, where he squandered 
everything, and then returned to' his 
father's farm for refuge and a decent 
living. All of which shows us that 
Christ has a special understanding 
and love for farm people. 

"The dignified vocation of farming 
places on the shoulders of the farmer 
a great responsibility. The farmer is 
but the steward of the land. He must 
answer to God for his use or misuse 
of the land entrusted to him. The 
fertility of the soil is for his use, but 
he is bound to pass it on to his suc
cessors. The farmer who mines his 
land is not worthy of the trust God 
has given him. Likewise, his vocation 
places upon the farmer the responsi
bility of proper care and protection 
for the animals given to him by God. 

"Nor can the farmer neglect the 
material side of the farm home. The 
dwelling of the farm family must 
not be a mere house; it must be a 
home, the very center of all activity. 
It is the duty of the farmer to work 
with his wife and family to make 
life in the home pleasant' and enjoy
able. For that reason every effort 
should be made to bring modern con:
veniences into the farm home. Like
wise the outside must be made beau
tiful. Landscaping and care of the 
yard and surroundings" make for 
greater happiness on the farm. 

"If the material development of 
the farm' home is important, the 
spiritual development is more impor-
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The farmer is truly the heacl 
the family on the farm. He is in 

ml.llUa<." contact with the children of 
the family. For that reason he must 

good example. The farmer must 
develop family prayers and devotions 
in the home, and lead the family in 
the practice of them. Farmers can 
do much to encourage their pastor 
to use the many beautiful sacra
mentals of the Church that have to 
do with farm life. The farmer must 
also be active in parish work. His 
membership and action in parish 

groups build up sound Catholic liv
ing. Personal sanctity can be culti
vated easily on the farm. All the 
advantages of solitude for which the 
saints longed are open to the Cath
olic farmer as he goes about his regu
lar routine of work. Completely sur
rounded by God's creatures, and 
alone with them, he can come close 
to his Maker." 

Father Heinz devoted one confer
ence to the life of St. Isidore, the 
patron saint of farmers. The many 
beautiful virtues of this saint were 
portrayed for the Retreatants. The 
final conference consisted in a run
ning commentary on the excellent 
NCRLC pamphlet "Partnership with 
God," the address delivered by Bish
op Muench at the Eucharistic Con
gress in St. Paul. The Retreat was 
closed with a Holy Hour, Benediction 
and the Papal blessing. 

The farmers who made the Retreat 
thought it was one of the finest things 
they had ever experienced. Some of' 
their remarks were: "The only thing 
wrong with this Retreat was that 
there ·were not 200 farmers here to 
benefit from it." "I want my two 
sons to make the next one. I have 
been trying to show them for years 
that the farm is the best place for 
them. If they had made this Retreat 
they would be convinced that it is 
true." "I never looked at my land 
and my farm in that way before." 

LITANY OF ST. ISIDORE 

T HIS Litany to St. Isidore, Patron 
Saint of Farmers, was recited for 

the first time, during, special devo
tions to this saint, on his Feast Day, 
May 15, at Queen of Peace Church, 
Millville, Ohio. So far as is known, 
this is the first Litany to be com
posed to the Saint. It was written 
by the pastor of Queen of Peace, the 
Reverend Joseph V. Urbain, and has 
been approved for private devotion 
by the Most Reverend John T. 
McNicholas, O.P., S.T.M., Archbish
op of Cincinnati, and a NIHIL OB
STAT has been given by the Right 
Reverend Monsignor James O'Brien, 
Rector of Mt. St. Mary Seminary. 

The Litany will be published in 
a pamphlet on the life of St. Isidore 
prepared by Father Urbain. A 
novena with appropriate prayers will 
also be inCluded. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 
God the Father of heaven, have 

mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Ghost, have mercy on 

us. 
Holy Mary, pray for us. 
St. Isidore, pray for us. 
St. Isidore, patron of farmers, pray 
for us. 
St. Isidore,. illustrious tiller of the 

soil, 
St. Isidore, model of laborers, 
St. Isidore, devoted to duty, 
St. Isidore, loade<,l down with the 

labors of the fields, . 
St. Isidore, model of filial piety, 
St. Isidore, support of family life, 
St. Isidore, confessor of the faith, 
St. Isidore, example of mortification, 
St. Isidore, assisted by angels, 
St. Isidore, possessor of the gift of 

miracles, . 
St. Isidore, burning with lively faith, 
St. Isidore, zealous in prayer, 
St. Isidore, ardent lover of the 

Blessed Sacrament, 
St. Isidore, lover of God's earth, 
St. Isidore, lover of poverty, 
St. Isidore; lover of fellowmen, 
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St. Isidore~ most patient, 
St. Isidore most humble, 
St. Isidore, most pure, 
St. Isidore, most just, 
St. Isidore, most obedient, 
St. Isidore, most faithful, 
St. Isidore, most grateful, 
Jesus, our Lord, we beseech Thee, 

hear us. 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to pro

tect all tillers of the soil, we be
seech Thee, hear us. 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to bring 
to all a true knowledge of the 
stewardship of the land, 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to 
preserve and increase ou)." fields 
and flocks, 

That thou wouldst vOlolchsafe to give 
and preserve t~e fruits of the earth, 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to bless 
our fields, 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to pre
serve all rural pastors, 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to grant 
peace and harmony in our homes, 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to lift 
. up our hearts to Thee. 
'B, merciful, spare us, 0 Lord. 
~e merciful, graciously hear us, 0 

Lord. 
From lightning apd tempest, deliver 

us; 0 Lord. 
From pestilence and floods, 
From winds and drouth, 
From hail and storm, 
From the scourge of insects, 
From the spirit of selfishness, 
Lamb of God, who takest away the 

sins of the world, spare us, 0 Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takest away the 

sins of the world, graciously hear 
us, 0 Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 

Let Us Pray. 
Grant, 0 Lord, that tlirough the in

tercession of Blessed Isidore,· the 
husbandman, we may follow his 
example of patience and humility, 
and so walk faithfully in his foot
steps, that in the evening of life 
we may be able to present to Thee 
an abundant harvest of merit and 
good works. Who livest and reign
est world without end. Amen. 

(For Private Devotion Only.) 
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CRACKED CORN travagant; they represent only an. 
other way of spending superfiuou 
,,:ealth, a? alternative to the port an~ 
cIgars enjoyed by the rich. The Kitchshop 

Farmers have long had their work 
shops. Now the farm wife should 
have her processing shop. Suppose 
we call it the "Kitchshop." Here 
modern conveniences which relate to 
the processing of foods can all be done 
in a room specially constructed and 
equipped for the purpose. It would 
nat be a part of the kitchen. It would 
not be used for preparing meals. ' It 
would not contain pots, pans, and 
gadgets for making meal preparation 
easier. The completely equipped 
Kitchshop would be used for the 
processing of a great variety of fa:rm 
products and household needs. Of 
course, it would contain the electric 
freezing equipment now certain to be 
a part of many modern farm homes. 
New grinding equipment for making 
breakfast foods, flour, and meal would \ 
be available. Modern pressure cook
ers built as stationary equipment 
would cut the time necessary for can
ning and would facilitate and speed 
up all processes which need the appli
cation of heat for sterilizing, pasteur
izing, and preserving. A built in 
hydraulic press would aid in cheese
making, preparation of meat loaf, ex
traction of juices from fruits and 
vegetables, and other similar jobs. 

Soap making equipment and meth
ods which would produce a product 
comparable with soap now purchased 
on the market would lighten that task 
and improve its quality. 

Simple vinegar making equipment 
would be a further addition. Prop
erly powered grinding and mixing 
machines for handling such products 
as sausage, meat loaves, and minced 
chicken would call for other types of 
equipment. , 

In many homes complete launder
ing equipment would be a part of the 
Kitchshop. 

Much has been written about keep
ing the boys on the farm. It is equally 
important that girls should desire to 
remain on farms. Their earning pos
sibilities have been limited. Even 
those who have participated in club 
work find that unless they get into 
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the groups originally set up for the 
boys, such as calf or pig clubs, they 
are left exclusively those fields which 
have to do with dressmaking, canning, 
and home decoration. 

In the modern Kitchshop there will 
be an opportunity for the farm girl to 
create and prepare special recipes 
with modern equipment to be pack
aged in attractive cartons and made 
ready for sale to a discriminating 
trade. Here is her opportunity to 
create an earning in the field in which 
she is normally and rightfully inter
ested. Wnat a grand opportunity for 
a mother-daughter partnership. Here 
they may work with this modern 
science of food processing and pre
serving using up to date power' equip
ment which will lift burdens and im
prove quality. 

< D.,HOWARD DOANE, 
The Nation's. Agriculture 

The Economy of the 
Home Made . 

It is commonly said that rl grind 
one's own corn and bake it, to brew 
one's own, beer and cask it, is un
economical; it does not pay. Home
made bread in the long run costs 
more than the mass produced white 
and chalky stodge provided by the 
municipal bakers. Taking into ac
count the outlay of time and energy, 
these hollie produced goods are ex-

The label "uneconomic" does more 
to prevent the spread of the truth 
about the right sort of living than 
the most subtle propaganda. 

Some view the woman who wants 
a large family in order to make a 
home-made home as a specimen of 
the cranky individualist on a par with 
the millionaire whose hobby and 
passion are balloons. 

But the label is false. If the 
criterion of judgment be purely mone
tary it may be true that the time and 
energy spent in brewing the beer and 
feeding the pigs as well a~ caring for 
the children puts a high price on these 
amenities. Work and meat have 
happily, other and higher values tha~ 
cash. Only, through the labor of 
milking the cow, feeding the chickens 
or bathing the babies can the normal 
man and womanatta,in a normal 
development. 

The advantage of the home-made 
~nd hand-made is to be assessed by 
Its double function of satisfying pro
,ducer and consumer together. The 
final ~uestion therefore is not whether 
it costs more, to make bread ina 
brick oven than buy it from the 
bureaucrated baker. The question 
is whether such making is the right 
way Of living. 

STEPHEN CONRAD 
The Weekly Review 

CONTENTMENT 
Sister Mary Norbert, R.S.M. 

The fading sun gilds the peaceful scene· 
Quiet joy floods the soul; , 
Contented chatter fills the air; 
Children's calls and laughter, 
Birds' bustling song and twitter; , 
The lowing cows answer the bawling calves. 
The watch dog's knowing bark 
Evokes the hens' indignant cackles. 

In the airy kitchen, , " 
Mother's happy face darts through the golden glow 
As she glides about 

. Spreading the savor of brook trout 
DIpped in batter and fried in butter; 
Fresh bread and coffee, 
Kolaches, lettuce and cream, 
Strawberries piled high. 
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". Put the Garden to Bed 

A day of prevention may save a 
semi-famine next year when the table 
should be loaded with good things 
from the garden. Tucking the 
blankets around sleeping strawberries 
lIl~y not be as exciting as eating short-
cake, but if the latter depends upon 
the former, I'll take my turn and 
tuck. . A jag of coarse hay from an 
old stack bottom will do the trick, 
but it has never spread itself on the 
frozen ground as far back as I can 
remember. 

Then it's essential to "untuck" 
some of the bugs and biters who have 
sought shelter in old vines, stems and 
plants. They and their eggs Can all 
be piled up with the season's refuse 
and covered with dirt for' compost or 
set on fire. I'll bet they think it was 
a short winter as the blaze warms 
them up; I wonder if they'd rather 
be parboiled now or poisoned later. 

We'll mound a little dirt over 
Rosie's roots and make a hay tepee 
over her top so that her buds will 
burst in beauty next year. Here's 
hoping some fat field mouse doesn't 
set up housekeeping in the apartment. 
We'll snip a wagon load of surplus 
vines off the grapes, leaving about 70 
buds on new wood for each root and 
then gently lay the remains to rest; 
under a hump of earth until the sun 
says tl1ey can get up and go to work 
again. 

The decomposed compost we;ve 
saved so carefully makes a nice 
blanket for the bare ground, where 
cucumbers will go calling on the 
radishes next year. Those vine drops 
surely do get around! If some of the 
compost overlaps on the perennial 
flower bed, even the snap dragons 
won't be angry, and a little mulch 
over the more tender things will make 
Jack Frost work overtime to do them 
any real damage. 

The hollyhocks in the corner have 
mulched themselves with leaves and 
think they're tough enough to take 
anything that comes. Rhubarb and 
winter onions are hardy souls who 
need no babying, but they and the 
asparagus appreciate a kind word and 

some manure or compost to work on 
next spring. 

Trees are well hardened off and 
can take the weather, but they can't 
run away' from a gnawing rabbit. 
Poultry netting of one-inch mesh 
makes a good defense from the bun
nie, but sometimes a mouse family 
moves in and moves up with the snow
fall, stripping the tender bark from 
our prospective apple sauce. Hard
ware cloth costs a little more, but it 
lasts until the tree is big and the 
bark too tough to be attractive. 

So the plant people are made snug 
for the winter. A close acquaintance 
and understanding of the habits and 
preferences of each family make the 
job more interesting-and profitable. 
Nature has her own way of doing 
things, but sometimes she's too slow 
all by herself, and we can get more 
rl!pid and pleasing results by assisting 
her with the fall work. 

R. E. HODGSON. 

Country Doctor 

The fifty-seven million people who 
live on farms and in villages in the 
United States are the medically for
gotten men of this nation. They 
raise most of the nation's food. They 
will raise a large part of the nation's 
future popUlation, since the cities do 
not reproduce themselves. But they 
have had far less than their fair share 
of doctors, dentists, nurses, hospitals, 
and health departments, and the 
health-giving life of the countryside is 
more than counterbalanced by the' 
health-deteriorating shortage of pre
ventive and curative medicine in 
these countrysides. 

The war has made matters much 
worse. Now, the last war years 
challenge the post-war future. What 
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We MfJUfn ••• 
The Most Reverend Joseph R. Cri~ 

mont, D.D., Bishop of Alaska. 

shall the rural people themselves and 
the whole nation do for rural health? 

The key letters in solving the 
rural medical problem are: P & P, 
standing for both Prepayment and 
Paying Power. The key idea in ex
tending rural P & P is to spread 
medical costs over as wide an area 
and as many people as Possible. 

Should places like Erie County, 
New York, be ready to enter a na
tional P & P pool with counties in 
Georgia or Nebraska· that have about 
one fifth Erie County's per capita 
wealth? The answer is: Yes, be
cause (in addition to other reasons) 
a good many of the workers in Erie 
County's industries will be drawn 
from men and women raised in just 
.such poor counties. 

ot/tro help rural 'people fish for doc
tors there must be a national agency, 
perhaps the prospective Office of 
Rural Health Services in the Depart
ment of Agriculture. Working 
through local and state agencies, this 
national body must aid rural locali
ties and farmers' associations to esti
mate their needs and organize their 
opportunities. 

The doctors must be attracted, not 
assigned. The information must flow 
to them from a national sourc~, be
cause most of. the rural states have 
no potential supply of young doctors 
trained within their borders. The 
interests and the idealism of the doc
tors themselves must be tapped. 

Blue Cross plans have made a 
,little headway in some rural areas 
and some Farm Bureaus have in
cluded hospitalization with other 
benefits in their own group insurance 
plans. But spreading hospital costs 
alone will not meet the primary rural' 
medical requirement. That require
ment is a local doctor available to 
diagnose and treat sickness before it 
is serious enough to necessitate a 
hospital. 
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A FIRST-BORN GROWS UP 
Olive M. BiddisfJn 

T HE observance by appropriate 
ceremonies at Cottage Grove, 

Oregon, of the 25th anniversary of 
the Religious Vacation School Move

. ment, and the plans for the com
memoration of the same anniversary 
at the forthcoming meeting of the 
Diocesan Directors of the Confra
ternity of Christian Doctrine, recall 
the important part that the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference has 
played in the establishment and de
velopment of these schools. On the 
other hand, we are reminded of the 
far-reaching influence of the Move
ment, not only on the spiritual wel
fare of the Catholic children of the 
rural areas of our country, but in the 
beneficial effects reaching out to 
spiritually under-privileged children 
everywhere. 

In the fall of 1923 a hundred dele
gates convened in St. Louis, Missouri, 
for the purpose of forming a new 
Catholic organization that would 
have for its aim the caring for the 
spiritually under-privileged of rural 
America. The outcome, as the reader 
knows, was the founding of the Na
tional Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence. The invitation to these zealous 
ruralists--most of them still active in 
the work ofthe'NCRLC-had gone 
out from Father Edwin V. O'Hara 
(now Bishop of Kansas City), pastor 
at Eugene, Oregon, and the under
taking 'had been launched with the 
wholehearted approval and encour
agement of the Most Reverend John 
J. Glennon, Archbishop of St. Louis. 
The large number of delegates who 
had responded to Father O'Hara's 
invitation evidenced the interest felt 

throughout the country in the spir
itual welfare of Catholics living in 
the rural areas. 

The first official resolution adopted
by the young Conference was one 

. recommending that "where the num
bers are insufficient to maintain a 
parish school," children should be 
assembled at stated places during the 
summer to receive instru.ction in Re
ligious Vacation Schools. To under
stand the significance of this first 
resolution it is necessary to go back a 
few years. 

In the summer of 1920 Father 
O'Hara was sent as pastor to the 
parish of Eugene, Lane County, Ore
gon. Lane County lies at the head 
of the beautiful Willamette Valley' 
in western Oregon. Mining, lumber
ing and· agriculture were, and still 
are, the three great industries. In 
1920 three missions were .atta:c~ to 
the parish of Eugene: Cottage Grove, 
Springfield and Junction City. 

In that same year, Father O'Hara 
was also appointed to serve as Direc
tor of the Rural Life Bureau of the 
Social Action Department of the Na
tional Catholic Welfare Conference. 

. He had previously ma,de an extensive 
study of what the Catholic Church 
was doing, and what its potentialities 
were for best serving the religious 
interests of rual America. Through a 
survey made in 1919, he had found 
that there were appr~ximately 17,000 
parishes and missions in the Unit'ed 
States but that only 7,000 of them 
were maintaining Catholic schools. 
In other words, the children of some 
10,000 parishes and missions were 
attending public schools with their 
only religious instructiop, at least in 
most instances, an hour or less a week 
in Saturday or Sunday School. He 
was convinced that something was 
needed to supplement the Sunday 
School. 

In addressing the Catholic Educa
tional Association (June, 1920) 
Father O'Hara said: "There .are 
great sections of the country in which 

the opportunities for religious in. 
struction of country children will reo 
main largely restricted to the summer 
season. In many sections the Luth. 
erans successfully conduct rural reo 
ligious summer schools, choosing a 
month in the summer vacation When 
there is a lull in the farm work. They 
gather the children at the public 
'school building or country church , 
and give them an intensive course 
of religious instruction for a month 
or six weeks, with sufficient review 
of secular branches to vary the pro. 
gram and prevent the day's work 
from becoming monotonous. Un. 
doubtedly, there are vast possibilities 
of organizing such summer schools for 
our Catholic children, and the details 
should 'be, worked out on a compre· 
hensive plan." 

Following the example of the Min· 
nesota Lutherans, Father O'Hara 
planned vacation schools for his mis
sions. 

Twenty-five Catholic children met 
at the little mission Church in Cot
tage Grove on June 9, 1921, to attend 
the first Religious Vacation School. 
The records of the Sisters of the Holy 
N ames ~t Eugene show that two Sis
ters from the convent left on that 
day to open a school for a "ten-day 
course of instructions." On the same 
day, two other Sisters left the Con
vent to hold classes in the morning 
at Junction City, and in the after
noon at Springfield. 

Father O'Hara did not arrange 
these religious vacation schools in 
Lane County for the preparation of 
certain groups of children for one or 
another of the sacraments; rather he 
hoped that they might become the 
effective means of supplementing the 
year-round instruction of all Catholic 
children in the public elementary 
schools. 

The years have given proof of the 
careful planning and the farsighted
ness of the young pastor, for the 
Religious Vacation Schools of today, 
with all of the aids of the Manuals, 
charts, pictures, project work, etc., 
follow much the same plan as was 
developed in that first school. 

In the SUnMner of 1922 the Lane 
County schools were repeated with 
the same teachers in the same places 
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with no appreciable difference in 
number of students. So evident 
the enthusiasm of the .children 
so hearty the cooperation of the 

in these first two years of 
vacation school movement in the 

that neighboring pastors 
interested. The year 1923 
a new departure with a 

conducted in a parish with a 
pastor. The Reverend Fran

cis P. Leipzig, pastor at Corvallis, 
Oregon, secured two Sisters of St. 
Mary's, Beaverton, Oregon, to con
duct a vacation 'school in his parish. 
The enrollment far exceeded hopes . 
for the number of children in daily 
attendance was 60, whereas the aver
age number attending the Saturday 
afternoon classes during the winter 
was about 25. 

At the St. Louis meeting of the 
. National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference, Father O'Hara gave a report 
of his successful experiment with the 
religious vacation schools and pointed 
out the vast possibilities opening up 
through an organized effort of this 
kind. His enthusiasm was seconded 

. by Father Leipzig, who was also 
present to relate his own vacation 
school experiences. The accounts of 
these organized schools influenced the 
delegates to accept the Religious 
Vacation Schools as a definite part 
of the program of the NCRLC. 

Although the schools in . Lane 
County are the first attempt at or
ganized, formal religious vacation 
instruction to be recorded, no doubt 
many pastors had previously held 
rdigious classes during the vacation 
months. For example, Monsignor 

SUGARLESS COOKIES 
This recipe was given me recently by a neighbor, who is an 

excellent cook. I used it myself several times and liked it 50 
well I reprinted it in my "With a Penny Pencil" column in the 
Fairmont Daily Sentinel, Fairmont, Minnesota. Since then 
letters have come to me praising it highly. You will like it 
very much. 

2 cups of lard 
3 eggs 
1 cup molasses 
2 cups dark syrup 
2 tsp. soda 
2 tsp. ginger . 
1 tsp. nutmeg, if you like it 
Little salt 
2 cups floured raisins 
Enough flour to roll 

Your method of mixing may differ from mine. It doesn't 
matter a great deal. Your amount of flour may vary, too. 
You don't have to chill your dough but can if you wish. I use 
about seven cups of flour. The dough is easy to handle. Roll 
a little thick and cut with round cutter. Bake in moderate 
oven. Cookies will be hard at first but soften next day. 

Wolfe of the Archdiocese of Du
buque reports: "When I was ap-. 
pointed superintendent of schools in 
the Archdiocese of Dubuque in 1922~ 
the fact impressed me that I was 
not only to organize, direct and im
prove the education of children in 
the established parochial schools, but 
that I had responsibility for the 
Catholic education of all the children 
in the Archdiocese. The first sched
ule I made was for Vacation Schools 
during the summer of 1922. This 
suggestion came to me fro~ several 
priests in humble places without par
ish schools, who informed me regard
ing their efforts to give adequate re
ligious education to the children un
der their care. Some of them had 
striven to conduct such schools for 
four or five years, but they lacked 
the moral support that a general 
movement would give them." 

Under the sponsorship of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, the· 
movement spread and the number of 
schools increased with each succeed
ing summer. Immediately after the 
St. Louis Convention, preparation 
was made to inaugurate a vacation 
school program in the Archdiocese. 
In the summer of 1924 the local con
ference of the Catholic Students' Mis
sion Crusade helped finance ten 

Susan Frawley Eisele . 

schools, conducted by 26 Sisters and 
4 nurses, with an enrollment of over 
600 pupils. 

,; During the same summer it is 
recorded that religious vacation 
schools were held in ten dioceses of 
the country, inclUding Rockford, Salt 
Lake, Louisville and Grand Rapids. 
New schools were added to the Ore
gon list. 

In October, 1925, the third annual 
meeting of the Catholic Rural Life 
Conference was held at St. Paul, Min
nesota, and passed the following 
resolution: "Recognizing the fact 
that Religious Vacation Schools have 
passed beyond the experimental stage, 
we urge systematic establishment, 
development and direction of these 
schools in the various dioceses." As 
a direct result of this oonvention, 
interest in the vacation school work 
was aroused among the students of 
St. Paul Seminary; a Rural Stucly 
Club was later organized as a part 
of their local mission society. Thus 
were sown the seeds which have since 
borne much fruit. This institution 
has played an important role in sup
plying students to teach in the vaca
tion schools of Minnesota and other 
states. By the close of the summer 
of 1925, vacation schools had been 
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established in 20 dioceses widely scat
tered throughout the United States. 

The year 1926 brought further 
expansion of the movement. The 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, now 
three years old, met in its fourth an
nual convention at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and issued the following statement: 
"During the past summer these vaca
tion schools were conducted in 20 
dioceses with a tota} registration of 
15,000 pupils." 

The National Council of Catholic 
Womer). had taken a growing interest. 
in the new movement and had done 
effective work through several of its 
Diocesan Councils. Therefore,' in 
1925, Miss Margaret Lynch, Execu
tive Secretary of the National Coun-' 
cil, had been accorded a position on 
the Board of Directors of the Rural 
Life Conference. This led up to the 
official placing, of the vacation school 
project in the hands of the National 
Council of Catholic Women in 1926. 

A consciousness of the need of sys
tematic training of teachers and uni
formity of program increased with 
the years. Father F. A. Walsh, 
O.S.B., who was to become the first 
Director of the National Center of 
the Confraternity of Christian Doc
trine the following year, spoke to the 
delegates of the 1934 NCRLC Con
vention again assembled at St. Paul: 
"It does not require the exact fig
ures which might be supplied by 
those interested in statistics to know 

that a large number of Catholic chil
dren of school age are not in Cath
olic schools. Nor, do we need to go 
out and count heads to become aware 
of the fact which stares us in the 
face that non-Catholics are almost 
entirely without religious contacts in 
the daily school life of the child. 
What I am conscious of is not the 
figures, but the fact; it is the need, 
the crying need, of these children for 
knowledge of their God, for some
thing to fill the empty, vacant places 
in their souls, for a well founded hope 
for the future, and an intelligent ex
planation of the foundations of what
ever ideals in morals and religion are 
held out to them. Their need is 
Christian instruction for the indi
vidual, whether young or old, and 
it is a need which we must meet and 
meet with vigor and intelligence." 

Before closing its 1934 session, the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference had 
formally adopted the following reso
lution: "In recognition of the recent 
widespread organization and achieve
ments of the Confraternity !>f Chris
tian Doctrine, we recommend Jhe 
further establishment of the Cofttra
ternity in accordance with Canon 
Law, as the most effective means of 
promoting the religious instruction of 
children denied attendance in Cath
olic schools, and the most practical 
method 'of bringing instruction and 
spiritual development to adults, in 
accordance with the desires of Our 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, for the 

SMALL BOY WITH BOOK 
Florence Hynes Willette 

He quite ignores his own gay picture book; 
Poor Rumpelstilskin sprawling on the floor, 
And Beanstalk Jack, are utterly forsook 
For ponderous volumes of pedantic lore. 
He cannot possibly translate a page, 
A paragraph, nor yet a single hne, 
Being, in truth, but seven years of age, 
And yet he drinks of t~em as men of wine. 

The hieroglyphics move him to delight 
And earnestly his fledgling finger goes 
From line to line some young bird in flight: 
At intervals a small neat word he knows 
Arrests his hand • •• and this, assured and proud, 
He takes upon his tongue and speaks aloud. 

participation of tM laity in Catholic 
Action." , 

Following the St. Paul meeting a 
petition was addressed to the Hier~r_ 
chy at its annual meeting in Novem_ 

, ber, 1934, for, the establishment of 

an Episcopal Committee on the Con
fraternity of Christian Doctrine. 
This petition was favorably received 
and a Committee of three members 
was appointed. The office of the 
National Center of the Confraternity 
was established as a bureau of the 

'. National Catholic Welfare Confer-
ence the next May. 

The NCRLC can look with pride 
upon the work of this "first-born," 
with its 1945 record of more than 
8,000 schools with over 700,000 stu
dents enrolled. But while the 
achievements are scarcely to be over
estimated, there is a world of work 
yet to be done. In the words of its 
founder, Bishop O'Hara: "The pur
pose of, the vacation schools is to 
set up high standards of religious 
education for the benefit of Catholic 
children attending the public schools. 
It goes without saying that the ideal 
is 'every child in a Catholic school,' 
but nothing could be more disastrous 
than a policy of laissez-faire, of sim
ply folding our' hands until the 
Utopia arrives. There are 10,000 
groups of Catholic children in the 
United States who are hungering for 
the Bread of Life with no parish 
school to minister to them." To these 
children the Religious Vacation 
Schools are of incalculable benefit. 
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:OTHER LAND5<: 

For the Happy Warrior 
Is it po.ssible to. settle the fighting 

men o.f Britain o.n the land? In 
thirteen wo.rds this pro.blem can be 
stated, but it co.uld no.t be answered 
fully in twice as many pages. It re-
sembles a mathematical co.nundrum, 
an equatio.n with fo.ur facto.rs which 
are unkno.wn until we wo.rk them 
out. Even then they. will no.t be es
tablished purely in the light of 
science; they will be limited by per
sonal feeling and experience. No 
man sho.uld appro.ach a questio.n o.f 
this size unless he reminds his readers 
that there are o.ther men, no. less wise 
than he, who. ho.ld quite co.ntrary 
opinio.ns. 

The fo.ur facto.rs in o.ur pro.blem 
are the land, the veteran, the public, 
and the market. Taking the first 
one, we sho.uld bear in mind that· it 
has a histo.ry interlinked so. clo.sely 
with circumstances peculiar to. an 
island, a highly industrialized island, 
and a highly industrialized island 
which has been embro.iled in two. 
glo.bal wars during thirty years that 
the American-or, fo.r that matter, 
the Australian o.r the Russian-(:an
no.t be asked to. judge its present pass 
befo.re he has made a ro.ugh study of 
its previo.us ups and do.wns. In 
Britain there is no. equivalent of the 
pioneer; no.thing which resembles the 
Canadian prairie o.r the Middle
Western "ho.mestead." Also. there has 
been no. peasantry (as this wo.rd is 
understo.o.d in Euro.pe) since eight
eenth century inventio.ns and nine
teenth century eco.no.mics drove the 
last English peasant to. the to.wns. 

Altho.ugh an o.verseas visito.r to 
Britain may co.nduct a fruitless 
search fo.r rural classes and rural 
ways o.f living which never existed o.r 
have lo.ng since vanished, o.ile fact 
will win his attentio.n fro.m the start. 
This is diversity, variety. Landing 
at Plymo.uth and jo.urneying to. Lo.n
don, he will pass thro.ugh apple or
chards and lush meado.ws in South 
Devo.n; stiff red clay belo.w the 
Blackdo.wn Hills; milk-yielding pas
tures in the Taunto.n Vale; the sheep-

lands o.f Salisbury Plain and the. 
trim allo.tments which ring London 
ro.und fo.r twenty miles. . Having 
seen at least five types o.f farming, he 
sho.uld still be slo.w to. say that he has 
mastered the prevalent co.nditions. 
To. imagine that the farmer in So.uth 
Devo.n required twice as much cap
ital as the man in seemingly mo.re un
fertile Wiltshire wo.uld be an easy 
erro.r. The truth is that this variety 
is no.t o.nly between one co.unty and 
ano.ther, but o.ften between two 
fields o.n the selfsame farm. Of a 
hundred acres anywhere in Britain, 
fifty may be right fo.r wheat and 
beans; twenty-five may be "kind" to. 
barley and po.tato.es, while the· re
maining· fo.urth may be such excel
lent pasture that it wo.uld be a sin 
to. destro.y, even fo.r two. years, the 
luxuriant gro.wth o.f generatio.ns. 

This diversity o.f type brings a 
two.fo.ld blessing to. the natio.n:. it 
disco.urages domination by machin
ery and therefo.re prevents the sco.urge 
o.f sto.ckless farming, and it pro.vides 
as well the right setting for any man 
who. wishes to. start wo.rk on a small 
scale. Yet no scheme to. abso.rb an 
appreciable number o.f returning' so.l
diers o.n the land dare igno.re the fact 
that even present British ho.ldings 
are to.o. large. The veteran do.es no.t 
require seventy to. a hundred acres; 
his aim sho.uld be to. rent o.r buy a 
farm o.f fro.m five to. twenty. Ho.ld
ings co.uld be divided eco.no.mically 
eno.ugh; and this wo.uld benefit the 
majo.rity o.f tenant farmers, who. find 
their rents to.o. high and there labor 
bills to.o. heavy. It is the ho.using 
sho.rtage which translates the pro.b
lem fro.m groups and individuals into. 
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the o.rbit o.f the state. Wartime evac
uatio.n has sho.wn quite clearly that 
the British co.untry side canno.t ac
co.mmo.date a larger po.pulatio.n with
o.ut drastic and immediate building; 
while to.o. many rural co.ttages are 
mo.re o.r less unfit fo.r human habita
tio.n, the farm dwellings are the nat
ural centers o.f large ho.ldings. 

The wo.rd "veteran" itself sug
gests a state o.f affairs which is very 
far fro.m no.rmal. He wo.uld no.t 
exist if there had no.t been a war; 
and a war fo.r Britain presuppo.ses 
the swift change fro.m o.ne eco.no.mic 
basis to. ano.ther. Between 1919 and 
1939 British agricultural policy-if 
it can be dignified with such a name 
-was to. co.ncentrate o.n the pro.duc
tio.n o.f milk and the feeding o.f, 
prime beasts. Cro.ps, when they 
were gro.wn at all, were intended fo.r 
animals rather than fo.r men. In 1939 
farmers were o.rdered to. plo.ugh up, 
no.t o.nly their go.o.d' land, but fields 
which had beco.me indifferent and 
po.o.r. Co.mpelled to. gro.w vast quan
tities o.f milling wheat and malting 
barley, they accepted the positio.n 

, beFuse they knew that they must 
~d their bro.thers in the to.wns o.r 
perish with them o.f starvatio.n. Farm
ers and go.vernment agreed that 
the Co.st co.uld, no.t be co.unted until 
the war was wo.n. 

These six years, when o.n the ma
jority o.f, fields ,white-straw cro.ps 
have taken in successio.n, with co.n
sequent impoverishment and wast
age, are a legacy o.f unavo.idable mal
practice fo.r the returning soldier. 
Yet, even tho.ugh the good fields o.f 
yesterday may be the sour and wet 
o.nes o.f to.day, this need not dis
co.urage him unduly. It isa natio.nal 
task to. acknowledge this devaluatio.n 
as the most o.utstanding agricultural 
pro.blemo.f o.ur time. The veteran's 
capital canno.t be assessed by pre
war standards. He will need extra 
capital fo.r draining, I fo.r liming and 
repairing, and fo.r bringing the land 
into. go.o.d heart by fallo.wing as the 
prelude/to. a sensible ro.tatio.n. If he 
do.es his jo.b as the )latural law in
tended, he may have no. pro.fit mar
gin until he has wo.rked at least two. 
seasons. 

We have found that it is no.t pos-
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sible to keep our factors separate. 
To think about the state of British 
land is to see at once that the nation, 
acting as a whole, must provide more 
rural houses together with a rural 
policy which is generally clear
sighted. These things will be accom
plished only in response to a demand. 
The urban voter is not yet convinced 
that a fruitful land is necessary for 
the mental a:nd moral well-being of his 
country; but he has learned that 
agriculture is one arm of his defense. 
As he will not again sacrifice the ships 
and guns of Britain, so equally he 
will maintain the corn and cattle. 
After the United States, it was 
his own home which fed him when 
Hitler tri~d to starve him out, and he 
is aware that tyrants 00 rise up from 
time to time on the continent of 
Europe. 

But to be effective this demand 
must come directly from the return
ing soldiers. We know that a large 
number of these men are aiming to 
settle on the land, and that govern~ 
ments are tackling the problem. After 
the last war men too often wasted 
their gratuities on stocking farms 
to work for which they had received 
no previous training. Society left 
them to sink or swim in isolation. 
This at least will never be repeated. 
There is now to be a year of prepara
tion in farm institutes which are well 
acquainted with conditions in their 
areas. On the credit side we can 
rest assured that the veteran will 
be given a true angle on capital 
requirements and that he will. be 
warned against those rural rogues 
whom he will certainly encounter; 
but on the debit side we must remem
ber that the present scheme does not 
aim at dividing farms and so creat
ing more small holdings. 

To awaken the public conscious
ness in this last respect is perhaps a 
special work for English Catholics. 
Resolved that the soldier shall not 
be exploited and forced back into 
soulless proletariat once more, the 
Church has taught that land settle
ment is one form of social justice, 
and that such justice alone will in
spire tQday and nourish every day a 
life which is happy, honest, and con-
structive. W. Gore Allen 
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IMPRESSION EN ROUTE : 
NORTH AFRICA 
Ellgene S. Geissler 

I LOOKED at the outside world 
through the ten-foot fence sur

rounding the transient camp. But I 
looked at it not at all like one con
fined, though many complained about 
"the prison" they were in. It was 
"good to be here" and good to be 
alive.' I don't know exactly why~ 
the climate like autumn in Missouri, 
I think; the cool, the leisure, time to 
pray, a little time to write. 

White herons flew by. I thought 
at first that they were white pigeons. 
Their flight was quite as graceful. 
Though the bird is awkward when 
walking and has a type of double 
chin that does not enhance its beauty, 
all these idiosyncracies vanish in 
flight. After the take-off, the legs 
disappear in the manner of wheels 
of an airplane except that they be
come a sort of tail extending beyo~ 
the real tail, like rudder feathers of 
an arrow. The double chin also 
disappears into a perfect streamlined 
effect older than the streamlined era. 

They are best in, scattered flocks 
immediately above you when you 
fancy you can hear the noise of their 
noiseless wings. In spring a young 
man's fancy may well turn to love, 
but I was conscious that in autumn 
of a grown man's fancy turning to 
flying herons. 

One night a heron flew by with 
one leg hanging as if in some manner 
injured. The bird was. like some 

men going home from war. It was a 
little less graceful than it once was 
but it managed in flight to keep up 
with the flock. It could still fly as 
an injured man could still walk. As 
long as "a man is born to work and a 
bird to fly" it is enough. It is enough 
because it leaves room for happiness, 
and while there is room for happi
ness ther~ is room for pity. 

Glancing along the countryside as 
far· as eye could see, I noticed that 
all farm' buildings were made of 
stone. There was something impres
sively permanent about all these 
stone structures that suggested the 
possibility of a rural tradition, a 
handing down from generation to 
generation. The stone structures 
are also more artistic and there even 
appears to be in and about Casa
blanca a unity of architectural motif 
whose main characteristic is one or 
two squared or polygoned turrets or 
towers. They were evident in the 
structures of the cathedral, the pub
lic buildings, city homes, country 
homes, and even farm buildings. The 
color of these was predominantly 
white, cream or tan. 

While looking at the countryside 
further this is the pageant that passed 
by on the main road within the space 
of fifteen minutes or half an hour. 

A woman on bicyCle with a shop
ping' bag on back. 

A lame donkey hitched to an over
loaded two-wheeled cart being al
most incessantly whipped and prodd
ed along. 

A broken down four-wheeled wa
gon pulled by two broken down 
horses, with an Arab family of four. 

A ragged young boy on foot. 
A bicycle and rider going toward 

town with huge bunches of flowers 
on front and back. ' 

A man riding a donkey, a diminu
tive donkey smaller than the man. 

In the distance an' electric train. 
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. More women on bicycles going 
coming from shopping. 

Two athletes on bicycles. 
A commercial bus loaded down 

overloaded inside and on top. 
A carriage pulled by a grey horse 

that pranced like a circus steed. 
A solitary, laden, plodding, veiled 

A very old man on foot. 
An assortment of modern cars and 

trucks. 
. An assortment of army vehicles. 

I left with two impressions by all 
these things. The first and most ob
vious is the assortments of things 
>-like an assortment or civilizations, 
of cultures, of poverty and riches, of 
peoples, of means and of method. 
Though one is inclined to deplore in 
a measure the differences in wealth 
and possession, at the probable ~x
pense of the poor, one acclaims and 

delights in > the multiplicity against 
uniformity, the individuality against 
standardization. Though everyone 
has not a "machine" everyone can at 
least have a donkey, which may also 
mean that at home he has a goat. 
Surely everyone can walk in the 
sense that it is not disgraceful or out 
of fashion to walk. 

The second impression is of the. 
donkey. I end up with a,n affe<;tion 
for the ass. I feel a sympathy with 
this humble, homely, derided, abused 
beast of burden which, while being 
everybody's friend seems to have no 
friends, which "tattered outlaw of 
the earth" who yet bore Christ on his 
back into Jerusalem-"There was a 
shout about my ears and palms be
neath my feet" Chesterton makes 
him say. Man tatters him and man 
outlaws him, even more than nature 
did .. The colt of an ass on which 
"no man yet had sat" was fit to carry 
the King of kings. It was not sen
timentality that made St. Francis 
love him. 

I first became aware of the d~n- • 
key's position among the peoples' of 
the Middle East and North Africa 
in Anglo-Egyptian Sudan where he 
was the mount of shepherds, trav
elers, transportation for women and 
for water along the stony, dusty, 
desert trail of the lower Nile. I was 
aware of him in Cairo where he 

THE TWO DEVILS 
IIlber' Eisele 
THE weather was cold for late Sep-

tember. There was danger of frost, 
and frost would be a calamity, be
cause the corn was not ripe. The 
corn needed at least three weeks more 
of good weather. It was on the pre
vious Sunday, the day when the mis
sion opened, that the weather had 
changed. The crickets, that had 
chirruped gaily from groves on the 
warm days preceding, were heard no 
more. In the sky dark and scudding 
clouds came and went unceasingly; 
occasionally the sun broke through, 
with the bright and sudden sunlight 

glvmg the great green cornfields a 
pale, almost a white, appearance. 

By Wednesday evening there was a 
cold ,drizzle. And that was the night 
when George Plauen showed up. He 
had taken, appropriately enough, a 
seat in what was known as "The Sin
ners' Corner," which was the last pew 

. on the left side of the church, way 
back against the wall. Never before, 
since the days of his boyhood, had 

. George Plauen been seen in church. 
He had a car, and the only stations he 
ever made were the gas stations. He 
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pulled all manner of carts and wag
ons, among them a big flat-topped, 
wagon-wheeled cart like half a hay 
rack on which sometimes rode a 
dozen people while a boy or a man 
led or drove the over-taxed donkey 
along~ 

In Alexandria I first became really 
aware of his outlandish cry. In Old 
Jerusalem his burdens were lighter 
but none the less real. There he 
might be seen flanked by two big 
baskets of fruit, by two large sacks 
of salt, sugar, grain, or he might be 
doing the more ordinary thing of 
carrying a boy or man (never a wom
an as I remember). In Nazareth I 
saw him loaded down with a rack of 
stones on his back being steered into 
the court of the 'Church of Annun
ciation by a 'black-haired boy of ten 
or twelve. 

In about. Casablanca he was all 
these for such is his estate. But he 
was the mark of a poor man's wealth, 
for he seemed within reach of the 
poor man's pocket. Indeed, to be 

, vgj/hout a donkey might be only for 
the poorest of the poor. But he was 
even more tlJ.an this. He was a sign 
of the times. He

o 

was a symbol of 
Christ scourged and Christ carrying 
his cross. He was an object lesson 
in patience. He was an objeCt worthy 
of affection .. 

was a practicing Catholic only in so 
far as he practiced iniquities. 

Probably the worst thing about 
George Plauen was the way he drank. 
Although now fifty years old, he still 
went on three-day benders. When 
younger he went on five-day benders. 
He had the annoying habit of becom
ing stupefied while away from home, 
so that his cronies had to look after 
him. They had, througholJ.t his long 
public career, brought him home 
slung across a horse, in a buggy, auto
mobile, wagon, hayrack, wheelbar
row, stoneboat. He had, in his time, 
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downed enough liquor to drown out 
a forty-acre field. 

And yet there he was now:..-there 
in "The Sinners' Corner," in a half
crouched attitude, as though he were 
expecting a blow. He didn't know· 
when to stand, when to sit or when 
to kneel, but the church was crowded 
and he could always do what every
body else did. With him, but not 
with him as a party, were three other 
guilty-looking men (the pew held 
four). But it was George Plauen 
who was the cynosure of all eyes. 
Word seemed to spread throughout 
the congregation, as though by means 
of some grapevine, that George Plau
en had come to church, and grown
ups turned around to look at him in 
the fashion of children turning around 
to look at the choir. Wives poked 
their elbows into husbands' ribs, and 
the husbands, jarred awake by news 
that was really news, remained 
awake. 

What-:that fellow in church? 
Why, he was just no good. Any way 
you looked at him he was no good. 

. Loafer, boozer, poolroom ornament! 
More than once he had had the 
snakes. Once someone started out 
with him to an institution, where he 
was to take the cure; but along the 
way was a stagnant lake, and George, 
mistaking the green scum on the 
water for more and bigger snakes, 
yelled in terror and leaped from the 
car. They took him back home with 
a broken leg, and that was the last 
that anyone ever said or did about 
George taking the cure. 

In addition to his everlasting 
drinking he was bad in other ways. 
The way he chased after loose wom
en, especially at Fourth of July cele
brations and such things-well, the 
less said about that the better. But 
even so, there were some people who 
claimed that George's drinking and 
carousing weren't so bad. That 
which was far worse was the fact that 
he had fallen away from the Church 
and had then tried to justify himself , 
by sneering at religion. Drinking 
and carousing, they maintained, were 
only sins of the flesh, while the other 
was a sin of the spirit. And a sin 
of the spirit was a sin of pride, the 
worst kind of sin. They Gould re-

86. 

member, some of them, the time when 
George made his First Holy Com
munion. He was about. twelve then. 

He was in the procession that 
marched from the parochial school 
to the church ( there were wooden 
sidewalks then), and he clasped a 
new prayerbookand looked so hand
some and noble that people said that 
he would surely grow up to be a 
doct~r, or a lawyer, or a banker, or 
maybe even a congressman. And 
though this happy occasion was now . 
aJmost forty years in the past, that . 
same prayerbook was even today 
circulating among the pews and peo
pIe of the church. The prayerbook 
was battered, but on the fly leaf, if 
one looked, could be found written' 
in ink, "George Plauen, in memory 
of my First Holy Communion, June 
12, 1905." It must have been that the 
last time George went to church he 
left his prayerbook behind, where it 
became a waif, astray, to wander for 
years up' and down the pews, with dif
ferent people catching it up and pray
ing out of it. No doubt, with its 
help, mothers had prayed for their 
children, business men for ~ccess, 
farmers for good crops, old people for 
happy deaths, spinsters for husbands, 
boys and girls for various favors, 
while babies had used it for teething 
purposes. The sinner's prayerbook 
had indeed been prayed to tatters, 
but not, alas, by the sinner. 

But what had brought this same 
sinner to the church tonight? What 
had moved him to attend the mis,
sion? The people wondered. They 
wondered during the most impres
sive parts of the missionary's sermon. 
The farmers in the congregation (and 
this included most of the men, since 
it was a country parish) even forgot 
to worry about the frost catching the 
corn. Had George, after the manner 
of Paul on the road to Damascus, 
gotten a direct sign from God? Had 
he really repented out of his own 
heart? Or was it that his mother's 
prayers had been answered? But in 
regard to this last conjecture there 
were those who said that while 
George's mother had prayed much for 
her erring son, had made novenas for . 
him and had lighted hundreds of 
votive lights,she had also contributed 

to his downfall because she had per
mitted him to grow up as a spoiled, 
child. From his first transgressions 
on, she had always defended him and 
would permit no one to talk about 
him. Of course all mothers were like 
that more or less; but George's mother 
went too far. Certainly some of her . 
arguments. were curious ones. For 
example, she denied that George 
chased after the bad women. Didn't 
these women leave the cities and 
invade the small towns-therefore 
wasn't it the bad women who chased 
George,who was only trying to re
sist temptation and behave himself 
poor fellow? And in regard to hi~ 
drinking, the cause of that was a 
terrible drought that occurred the 
very year when George, as a young 
man,. started working on a farm as a 
hired hlmd. It was that drought, 
with all its heat, dust and general 
parchedness, . that started the boy on 
the road to drink. Yes, such things 
were possible-George's mother knew 
of another case where a farmer 
started feeding yeast to his swine. 
Now this farmer had never touched 
liquor, but the fermentation of the 
yeast seemed to excite him in some 
way and the first thing he knew he 
was a' confirmed drunkard. 

The Wednesday evening services 
having ended, the congregation 
poured from the church. The night 
air was cold. Some of the people 
,kept to the sidewalks and proceeded 
on home or to' their cars, while others 
paused beyond the church doors, to 
visit, to wait for other members of 
the family, or to worry and speculate 
as. to who should win the race-the 
frost or the corn. There was no 
lighting outside the church, except 
for a reflection from a distant street 
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and when the crowd had 
out 'a bit it was seen that 

Wolfe, the parish priest,was 
t:l1F."S~'U in earnest conversation with 

man. It was seen, further, that 
man was George Plauen. At 

once word went around that Father 
Wolfe was trying to get George Plau
en to go to Confession. 
, The priest did not succeed. George 

kept shaking his head in a stubborn 
sort of way, in the meantime re
treating step . by step, and finally 
melted away altogether, leaving Fa
ther Wolfe to come back empty 
handed. 

But on Thursday evening George 
was in "The Sinners' Corner" again. 
After the services Father Wolfe took 
a station outside the church, as was 
his fashion during missions, and 
pretty soon he had taken George in 
tow and was talking to him, trying 
to get him to make his peace with 
God. But George wouldn't go; he 
argued; some one heard him say, 
"A mission ain't no better than a 
bazaar! " It seemed that George was 
willing enough to attend the services 
and listen to the sermon, but he was 
not interested in returning to the 
sacraments. By this time the en
tire parish knew that it was Father 
Wolfe who had been instrumental in 
getting George to come to the mission 
and that he was now ,trying to get 
George to come back to the Church. 

It was no use. Again George got 
away, but on Friday evening he was 
back and the sermon that evening 
was a stirring one. It seemed that 
the missionary was always slanting 
his sermons toward some particular 
group, toward the men, or toward the 
women, or toward some particular 
evil or trend. Tonight he talked 
about sinners who came back to the 
Church. He did it in a nice way, 
too. "Don't be afraid that you'll 
shock the· priest by telling him how 
long it's been since your last Con
fession," he said. "Some time ago 

I heard the Confession of a man' who 
had been away from'the Church so 
long that he had come to confuse 
Extreme Unction with life insurance. 
And speaking as a Confessor let me 
say this, that I am one of those who 
dislike to be pestered by people who 
come into the Confessional all loaded 
down with trifles!" 

After the services Father Wolfe 
talked once more with George out
side the church. The greater part of 
the parish looked on, for by now the 
entire mission had developed largely 
into a public tug-of-war between 
God and the Devil, with George Plau
en's soul the prize. Minor sinners
like Jim Hale for instance--were for
gotten. Jim went to, the sacraments 
about every second mission, which 
meant, since the missions were about 
five years apart, that Jim came back 
every ten years or so, like the Ober
ammergau Play. But a sinner only 
ten years absent fram the fold could 
hardly be expected to compete with 
one who had been more than thirty, 
years away. So Jim Hale was< just 
the forgotten sinner. • 

George did not go to Confession on 
that Friday night of the mission and 
a pall fell over the entire parish. Why 
,had the Devil won every round so 
far? Farmers were annoyed at 
George. They said that he had hard
ened his heart until it was like the 
clods of the fields. But the farmers' 
wives said that George's heart was 
harder than the clods of the field, 
that it was as hard as garden-clods, 
and they prayed for him. They 
prayed particularly that he would 
come back on the next night, which 
was Saturday, because his Saturday 
nights were usually spent in beer 
parlors, while some one wondered, 
whether, for George's sake, it would
n't be possible to exte)1d the mission 
-she had read somewhere of a mis
sion, she believed it was at Met~, 
that had lasted for four months. "A 
mission to last for four months!" 
cried others, "God save us!" 

But George Plauen did come back 
to the mission on Saturday night. 
After the services Father Wolfe was 
outside the church again, encourag
ing George in his struggle and urging 
him forward and at last it was seen 
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.Jhat George was weakening. On his 
face was the look of' a"manwhO, ,in 
fear and trembling, was about' tOCODr 
sent to have his tonsils removed. He 
went into the church finally, with 
Father Wolfe following closely be-

'hind as if to stop him in case he 
turned back and attempted to flee. 

. 'George. went to Confession to the 
missionary and at early Mass the 
next morning he received. 

That evening, at, the closing serv
ice of the mission, he was there 
once more. The weather had turned 
extremely cold. The night was 
starry, the air still. The long spell 
of cool weather was leading up to the 
inevitable climax. Tonight, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, the killing 
frost wouid come. Some of the farm
ers, speaking to one another out
side the church or in the vestibule, ' 
said that the temperature was al
ready below freezing. The milky, 
immature corn was doomed. . 

But inside the church there was 
only joy. Pervading the services 

',was a sense of exultation, a feeling 
;. rejoice-with-me. The frost was 

taking the corn. The frost was 
the white devil, and the white devil 
had won. But >George Plauen had 
come back to the Church, and so the 
black Devil, who was the real devil, 
had lost. The mission closed with 
the hymn "Holy God, We Praise Thy 
Name," and the people sang it as a 

, Te Deum. ' Home was the sinner, 
home from his tortured trail. 

In This Issue: 
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eastern and mid-western states
SISTER MARY NORBERT, R.S.M., 
lived on a farm until she gave herself 
to the service of the Master-SISTER 
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BENNIE BENGSTON is a farmer by 
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RURAL LIFE' IN THE PRESS 
This is the story of America, and 

of John Stotzer, whose farm has been 
chosen Ohio's best farm of the year. 

Technically, Stotzer won the award 
of the Cleveland Farmers Club for 
restoration 'of his Alpine View Farms 
in Tuscarawas County. 

Farmers' club records show that 
Stotzer has had an amazing career. 
He came to America from' Switzer
land when he was 16. A few years 
later he had saved enough money to 
make the· down payment on a large 
dairy farm in Portage County. 

Then Bangs disease, the terror of 
the dairy farmer, destroyed his herd. 
A tornado flattened most of the farm 
buildings. The mortgage holder fore
closed. John Stotzer lost everything. 
He even worked a, year for nothing to 
payoff debts. 

He was 38 and he had a large fam
ily., He borrowed on an insurance pol
icy to make the down payment on a 
wornout and unused farm in the hills 
of Tuscarawas County. 

That winter he was so poor that 
sympathetic neighbors killed a pig' and 
a steer to help feed Mr. and Mrs. Stot
zer and their 12 children. To get cash 
Stotzer hired himself out. He bought 
pure-bred Holstein-Friesian heifers 
with the money. 

In 1932 his wife died. The oldest of 
the children was only 17. The fa,rm 
was still heavily in debt; still low in 
productivity. 

Today the farm is clear of all debt, 
has been doubled in acreage, and has 
an unexcelled production record. Buy
ers have offered as high as $40,000 for 
the 200-acre farm. The original cost 
was $4,600. 

The Holstein herd is one of the finest 
in America. Besides breeding stock, 
45 cows are kept. The' whole milk is 
made into cheese on the farm's own 
cheese factory. So famous are the 
Stotzers for their cheese, almost the 
entire production is sold by mail-to 
such clients. as Speaker Sam Rayburn 
of the House of Representatives. Some 
125 hogs are bred and sold annually. 

The nine older children have com
pleted high school educations, and sev
eral now are on farms of their own. 
The three younger children still are 
in high school. 

MARION GLICK 
Oincinnati Enquirer 

First Indiana Rural youth Sunday 
-The first Catholic Rural youth Sun
day to be held in Indiana was con
ducted at St. Mark's, Perry County, 

June 10, under the joint sponsorship 
of the Indianapolis Archdiocesan and 
Evansville Diocesan Rural Life Boards 
and was attended by 350 Rural youth 
leaders and 12 of their priest directors. 

A highlight of the day's activities 
was the dramatic presentation of the 
"Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy-How to Be a Good Neighbor" 
by the Young People's Club of St. 
Mark's. This· was followed by Bene
diction with the Most Blessed Sacra
ment. The day was brought to a 
close with the entire group joining in 
the singing of "Holy God, We Praise 
Thy Name." , 

The, diocesan holiday program 
planned for the Catholic children of 
rural areas in Florida was off to a 
successful, start in ten parishes this 
week. 

Projected as a supplement to the 
Vocation Month program observed in 
all schools and parishes during May, 
a series of picnics began this week. 

Each rural parish has been ,assigned 
a date on which the outing will be 
held. Pastors of these churches have 
completed arrangements" for food, 
transportation and recreational facili
ties for the children asscmblt;)d for the 
outing. , 

All Catholic children fromo£ithe 
eighth through the twelfth grades will 
be the guests of their pastors on the 
day appointed. 

The Florida Oatholic 

Twenty-five Years ,of Vacation 
Schools---The Most Rev. Edward D. 
Howard, Archbishop of Portland in 
Oregon, offered the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass July 1 in Our Lady of Per
petual Help Church, Cottage Grove, 
Oregon, scene of one of the flrst Re
ligious Vacation Schools in the United 
States. There and at Springfield and 
Junction City, missions of Eugene, 
Oregon, schools were instituted under 
the direction of the Rev. Edwin V. 
O'Hara, pastor, now Bishop of Kansas 
City. Today more than 8,000 Re
ligious Vacation Schools have an at-, 
tendance of 1,000,000 children. 

The Indiana Oatholic and Record 

The need for Catholic rural life work 
in Brown county was indicated by the 
Most Rev. Archbishop John T. Mc
Nicholas in an address on the occasion 
of the centenary observance of the 
Brown county Ursulines on May 16. 
His Grace, who spoke after the Jubi
lee Mass offered by the Most Rev. 
Bishop George J. Rehring, expressed 
the hope that Catholic rural life work 
might come within the province of the 
Brown county nuns' future activities. 

One of the greatest problems of the 
Catholic Church in the United States 
is strengthening rural religious influ
ence, the Archbishop said. He sug
gested that the Ursuline Sisters might 

be able to expand their service by di
rection of a Rural Life institute to in
fluence the rural inhabitants of Brown 
county and the adjacent countryside 

The Archbishop pointed out that ~ 
recent decades there has been an in
flux of former rural families to the 
large cities, a condition noted particu_ 
larly in the Midwest, with the reSult 
that there has been a great growth in 
Catholic populations in the cities and 
a decline in the Catholic rural popula_ 
tion. ' 

Many' of 'the migrating rural people, 
he added, have not been adequately 
grounded in their religioJl., with the 
result that despite the large Catholic 
urban population, the faith of many 
of these people is weak. 

Rural Life Program at St. Procopius 
Seminary, Lisle, illinois"':':' In years 
past, the seminarians, now priests 
functioning in the rural districts of 
the Bismarck, the Fargo, the Supe
rior,the Omaha and the Lincoln did
ceses, dug a well, by hand, 65 feet 
deep, constructed a clubhouse of stone 
they split, and a workshop of wood on 
the seminary campus. Through the 
generosity of alumni, every group con
tributing to the fund upon ordination, 

, tools and implements were purchased 
to the amount of over $600. Replace
ments of breakage are made from the 
same source. The seminary authori
ties, both by word and example, urge 
every seminarian to take up some 
hobby on the seminary campus. Be
sides indulging in the usual seminary 
games, every seminarian is expected 
to I contribute a bit of his physical 
strength to the upkeep of the campus. 
This "necessitates the use of imple
ments and tools. In fall and in spring 
they learn how to chop down dead 
trees, how to handle dynamite in 
blasting stumps, how to transplant 
and prune and then care for live trees, 
shrubbery, flowers and some vege
tables. The more ambitious learn how 
to handle carpenters' tools and how to 
make the ordinary repairs on cars, 
power mowers and hand mowers. 
Last summer during the accelerated 
course necessitated by the present, 
war, all classes were disposed of dur
ing the morning hours. Four times a 
week, those who wished it, were al
lowed to do all kinds of odd jobs on 
the farm. On the other two after
noons all helped in splitting boulders 
and gathering stones on the fields, 
sifting sand and gravel, mixing con
crete and mortar and in constructing 
an addition to the seminary club
house. 
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RURAL LITERATURE 

TRAINING OF LAY READERS 
BY Eugene S. Geis8ler. Apostolate 

Press. South Bend, Indiana, 1944. 
This is a readable and reliable ex

position of Catholic Action cell tech-
nique. The burden of this little book 
is to show how study, action, and 
organization contribute toward the 
formation of leadership and sanctity 
in the lay apostle. The author does 
not pretend to give a complete analy
sis of all the factors in this formation. 
He mentions only in passing such es
sential factors as an appreciation of 
the' Life of Grace, an active partici
pation in the Liturgy, and a deep per
son8J. love for Christ. Rural pastors 
and lay people alike will find this 
book informative and challenging. 

E. W. O. 

THE FARMER AND THE REST 
OF US 
By Arthur Moore. Little, Brown & 

Company, Boston. An Atlantic 
Monthly Press Book. 1945. $2.50. 
Those. who would make a "business" 

oft'arming follow the principle: "If 
a farmer produces one hog and can~ 
not sell it at a profit, he has produced 
one hog too many." Mr. Moore main
tains that farming is. more than a 
business; he suggests the policy: "If 
farmers raise 125,000,000 hogs and 
there is still one family in the country 
without enough to eat, then farmers 
have raised one hog too few." 

Mr. Moore manifests a keen under
standing of farm people and their way 
of life. He presents a searching anal
ysis of the dependence of industry on 
farming, the leadership of farm or
ganizations, and pro.blems of tenancy 
and soil conservation. In regard to 
the latter he observes: "We have let 
'natural' economic processes work in 
a most unnaturalm'anner against the 
land." 

There is, however, a flaw in this 
otherwise enlightening dissertation. 
The author, in his effort to avoid the 
accusation of being a dreamy-eyed 
idealist, misrepresents subsistence 
farming and Jeffersonian agrarian
ism. He describes 8ub-marginal farm
}ng with all its poverty, lack of pro~ 
ductivity, and backwardness, calls it 
SUbsistence farming, and rejects it. 
There is a subsistence farming which 
is scientific and progressive, which 
greatly increases the productivity of 
land, and which brings a much higher 
standard of living, a richer, fuller life. 

Agrarian philosophy is brushed 
aside by Mr. Moore with the assertion 
that it persists "only because nothilig 
detracts from the vitality of an un
tried moral maxim." Contrary to this 
assumption, a Christian agrarianism 
is being tried, is being lived by an 
ever increasing number of friends of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference. 

E.W.O. 

MITRI-THE STORY OF PRINCE 
DEMETRIUS AUGUSTINE 
GALLITZEN 
By Daniel Sargent. Longman, Green 

and Company, Inc. $3.50. 
It will be well spent, i. e., the time 

devoted to the reading of Mitri. It 
is the story of a Prince who did not 
hesitate to devote his life to the 
priesthood and at that in the. forests 
of Western Pennsylvania at a time 
when travel was most difficult and 
hazardous at the close of the' 18th 
and the beginning of the 19th century. 

All citizens of that part of the 
Quaker State will derive great in
terest from its reading. Seminarians 
all over the ~and will be inspired by 
it. In the hearts of priests and sis
ters everyWhere it will enkindle re
newed zeal to carry on in face of 
hardships. Its diction will . please 
those who love literature and its 
documents will delight the historian. 

Personally I rejoiced in its reading 
because its setting is rural and the 
members of Mitri's parish felt that 
".they didn't need towns except for re-
cording land deeds.'" P. T. Q. 

H you publish a parish bulleiln 
-send a sample to our Des 
Moines Office. Other pastors 
may get an idea from your 

bulletin. 

WHEN WE'RE GREEN WE GROW 
By Jane Simpson McKimmon. Uni

versity of North Carolina Press, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 1945. 
A no more apt title could have been 

chosen for this excellent history of 
home demonstration and 4-H club 
work in the state of North Carolina. 
The author, the first home demon
stration agent in that state, tells the 
story of North Carolina farm folks 

. and their eagerness and willingness 
to learn how to "make their corner 
of the earth smile." The home dem
onstration agents worked untiringly 
under the most adverse conditions to 
teach these underprivileged people 
the way to help themselves to a share 
of better living. B. P. 

PROCEEDINGS OF RURAL LIFE 
MEETING PRINTED 

Sante Fe, June 7.-With an intro
duction by the Most Rev. Edwin V. 
Byrne, Archbishop of Sante Fe, the 
proceedings of the Archdiocesan Ru
ral Life Conference in New Mexico, 
which was held at Montezuma Semi
nary, Las Vegas, from July 25 to 27 
last year, has been published in pam
phlet form by the Santa Fe Pres8 
here. The Conference was sponsored 
by the Archdiocese of Sante Fe and 
held under the auspices of the Na
tional Catholic Rural Life Conference. 

-N. O. W. O. New8 Service. 
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THE ROAD TO SERFDOM 
By Friedrich A. Hayek. University 

of Chicago Press, Chicago, illinois, 
1944. 239 pages. $2.75 
An, accurate appraisal of this book 

can be expressed in the words of Pope 
Pius XI. Mr. Hayek severely casti
gates excessive governmental inter~ 
ference in economic matters. Pope 
Pius XI asserts a similar principle: 
"It is wrong to withdraw from the in
dividual and commit to the community 
at large what private' enterprise and 
industry can accomplish." 

The main thesis presented by Mr. 
Hayek is the contention that "compe
tition" and "free enterprise" must be 
the principal guiding light and moti
vating force in our economy. To this 
Pope Pius XI replies: "Free competi~ 
tion, though within certain limits just . 
and productive of good results, cannot 
be the ruling priJ;lciple of the economic 
world; this has been abundantly 
proved by the consequences that have 
followed from the free rein given to 
these dangerous individualistic ideals." 

Mr. Hayek res!,lIDes: The inequali
ties of opportunity which prevail in 
an individualistic economy are the 
price we must pay for freedom. In 
describing these inequalities, Mr. 
Hayek is a master of under-statement. 
We prefer Pope Pius XI's candid ob
servation: "Free competition is dead; 
economic dictatorship has taken its 
place." We remind Mr. Hayek that 
there is a third alternative, COOP-

'ERATION; that, contrary to his gra
tqitous assumptions, there is a "com
i1fete system of values," a really ob
jective "universal moral code" which 
can form the basis for national arid 
international economies, namely SO
CIAL JUSTICE· and CHRISTIAN 
CHARITY. In the words of Pope Pius 
XI: "Besides commutative justice, 
there is also SOCial justice with it~ own 
set obligations, from which neither 
employers nor workingmen can es~ 
cape. Now it is of the very essence 
of social justice to demand from each 
individual all that is necessary for the 
common good." Furthermore, "Char
ity cannot take the place of justice un
fairly withheld. But even though a 
state of things be pictured in which 
every man receives at last all that is 
his due, a wide field will nevertheless 
remain open for charity." 

E.W.O. 
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AFTER BERNADETTE-THE 
STORY. OF MODERN LOURDES 
By Don Sharkey. The Bruce Pub-

lishing Company. 
Any story which deals with Lourdes 

must necessarily deal with Berna
dette. Any story which treats of 
Bernadette has for us an appeal since 
we cannot forget that she was a dwell
er in a rural village and at times a 
shepherdess. But the book, After 
Bernadette, treats in a particular 
manner of Lourdes of modern times 
and for· this reaspn it offers addi
tional interest. It brings the great 
shrine of Our Lady down to our own 
day. It tells of recent crowds· and 
recent cures and recent ceremonies 
in spite of war. This book is easily 
read for its style is not heavy. It 
will, no doubt, help to increase the 
devotion toward the Blessed Mother 
which is already great among the 
rural people of our land. 

P. T. Q. 

THE' RECONSTRUCTION OF 
WORLD AGRICULTURE 

. By Karl Brandt. W. W. Norton & 
Company, Inc., New York. . 416 
pages, $4.00. 
·If no definition of man, his nature, 

origin and destiny is given; if the 
whole purpose of man's existence, of 
the family's ends and of society's of
fice . are not stated and agreed upon, 
it is impossible to suggest even such. 

a small item as the reconstruction.,of 
the world's agriculture. That's'why 
according to Catholic Philosophical 
standards Agricultural Economists in
cluding Dr. Karl Brandt seem to fail 
miserably. 

The book is informative, interesting 
and logical insofar as it follows 
through a materialistic conception of 
man and society. 

It takes for granted that existing 
trends and traditions which prevail 
must continue· because they are. In 
the ten chapters and 406 pages only 

. faint suggestions are found as to the 
fundamental principles which should 
determine policies and techniques in 
the enconomic field. But why blame. 
Dr. Brandt? Are not world charters 
failing along the same lines? Can 
the world succeed without a sound 
fundamental philosophy? 

L; G. L. 

TWO BILLION ACRE FARM 
By Robert. West Howard. Doubleday, 

Doran and Company, Inc., Garden 
City, New York. 209 pages, $2.50. 
Packed full of interesting informa-

tion, buts4etchily given. The book 
is a scenario of agricultural history. 
In suchan. extensive fielo. ,there are 
bound to be small inaccuracies or ex-
aggerations. . 

To the semantics-bent reader the 
author is appealing. You can .nd 
but that cotton gin is .an abbrevif'tion 

NOW AVAILABLE . . . 

STANDING ON BOTH 
FEET 

The Rural Homestead 
A MICHSIT)' fOR AM ERA OF RECONSTRUCTION .......... 

THE NATIONAL CA.11I0UC RVJlAL UFE CONFE~CE. 

"ofcotton, .. engin~, stogie. ofconistoga, 
. tin can of tin canister. What a, great 

. satisfaction to learn that CinCinnati 
once upon a time' was nicknamed 
Porkopolis! 

L. G. L. 

PIONEERS IN WORLD ORDER 
Edited .byHarriet Eager Davis. Col

umbia University Press, New York, 
1945. 272 pages. $2.75. 
Disarmament, World Court, Inter-

national Labor Organization, Depend
ent Peoples and Mandates, and World 
Economics . are . among the topics 
treated in this timely symposium on 
the League of Nations. Unfortunate
ly no refer.ence is made to the chief 
defect of the League, namely the fact 
that political expediency, not Chris~ 
tian Justice and Charity, was the basis 
of its regulations. 

E.W.O. 

PLEASaNT VALLEY 
By Louis Bromfield. Harper & Broth

ers, $3.00. 
Louis Bromfield produces literature. 

The book is not economics or sociol
ogy. It is not science or fiction. He 
tells many a story. Each is well told. 
There is poetry but no verses. It is 
. romantic realism without tawdriness. 
The joy of country living in Pleasant 
Valley is not the result of money in
vestment but it springs from the eyes 
of a seer and the heart of a lover. 

L. G. G. 

Practic:al advice for homesteaders. 
20 page, illustrated booklet. _ • • 10c: STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 

3107 W. GALENA ST .• MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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