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ORD AND SENTENCE 

HOU man of the city, who nei
ther plows, sows, nor harvests, 

to the praises of the farmer. 
you, farmer, whose pride and 

is labor for the daily bread 
and who weigh your words 

handful of grain, listen, and do 
turn away your ear from this 

of your worthy calling. . 
are not many callings privi-

to be exercised under the wide 
of Heaven. Hunting, 
and agriculture are the 

sources of making a living, and, 
this day, they force man to live 

nature, to wrestle with 'its ele
which give him that natural 

ard{~nirlg urbanized man must get
through sports. 

These three oldest callings are nat
callings. Civilization and prog~ 
to which we are indebted for 
comforts in life, and for division 

lightening of labor, often detract 
the joy of work. Modern civili

has driven man into enclosed 
shops, factories and offices, 
the trees do not rustle nor 
bubble, where the meadows 

not cheer with flowers nor pas
invite with their sweet fragrance 

fresh grass. In the shop the worker 
not feel joy in the result of his 
The worker who is destined to 
day after day on a certain 

of a gadget or piece of machin
ery, the laborer, who with a thousand 
other workers, each working on a 

part, constructs collectively 
machine, does not know the satis

of a finished job. The laborer, 
participation in the mechan

ization of the world performs a 
bizarre task, is compelled, figuratively 
speaking, to repeat the same syllable 

-and is never allowed to pronounce 
the whole sentence; whereas the farm
er pronounces his sentence slowly 
from the seed just sown to the seed 
jUst havested~ 

There are jobs and trades which 
can be done or carried on in every 
season of the year and in all kinds of 

weather. Garments can be finished 
with the same perfection in winter as 
in summer. In all these vocations 
there is certainty and security, a cer
tain definite independence. Office per
sonnel do not know that disquieting 
look of the distant horizon, where 
dark, heavy clouds portend forebod
ing danger to crops; the factory work
er does not know that distressing 
feeling caused by long uninterrupted 
rains or periods ,of drought. On the 
other hand, neither office personnel 
nor shop worker have any idea of {he 
blissful feeling in the farmer's heart 
when a welcome May shower clothes 
the sown fields in rich green color. 

o The office personnel and shop worker 
are not trained to neaI: the music of 
bursting blades ripening their grain 
during the hot days of July; they
have no idea of the alternate anxiety 
and joy which fill the soul of a farmer' 
throughout his life. If I were to show 
in more detail how this contrast, this 
difference in dependence and inde
pendence of work upon exterior, un
controllable conditions molds human 
character and grinds and polishes it 
to beauty, I should come to the con
clusion that the farmer is closer to 
God. 

Man of the city does not reap what 
he sows. His Saturday tinkles with 
coins and rustles with paper money. 
With this he buys his bread. The 
farmer does not buy his bread, he 
produces it. The farmer has only one 
Saturday in a year, his liarvest time. 
There is much drudgery, much joy": 
less :;;weat in the farmers' work. His -
brow is not cooled by an electric fan; 
he must be satisfied with an occa
sional breeze. The sound of a harvest
ing mower or binder is not always 
pleasant. To work well on the farm, 
the farmer must love his work; he 
must remember that it is an exhaust
ing struggle for living. 

Let us return to comparison: this 
time with music. The harvest time is 
a finale in rural symphony; the prel
ude, when the soil was plowed and 
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sown, followed by a trio of uneasy 
expectation of a crop. The symphony 
comes to a climax in the harvest time. 
The clanking of harvesting machinery 
is blended with the shrill sound of_ 
laden wagons or trucks. In the stac
cato of threshing machines falls the 
chatter and rich laughter of happy 
helpers tossing golden sheaves into 
the machine. The rhythmical puffing 
of blowers, throwing empty straw into 
the straw stack, is the last note in 
the finale of a rural symphony. Ma
terial for new bread -is ready. 

The rural joys have an element 
of seriousness. The farmer never 
glorifies himself; he takes his work, 
with all its bitterness and hardships, 
arid looks hopefully towards the har
vest time. TIle farmer will never 
fully disclose his joy over good safely 
stored crops, the fruit of his labors; 
his talk is full of reservations, sparing 

of praise. _ He is as a Chinaman who 
is afraid to boast, to praise, for fear 
that gods may envy him and send 

< punishment on him. Furthermore, 
this harvest is not an end, the next 
year will come, and the following, and 
the next following, then the children 
will plow and sow and harvest. What 
a different philosophy from urbanized 
decadent view on life, "apres moi le 
deluge" (after me the flood, i. e., I 
do not care about the future). 

The farmer's joy is' spent slowly. 
All ~his harvest is not the result only 
of his work. All is not in his power. 
At evening when the work is done 
he sits down on his porch or in' his 
garden. The stars are twinkling on 
the distant firmament as grains for 
the heavenly harvest, 0, my God, 
how beautiful it is now. Thus the 
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farmer praises his work; 'thus he 
rejoices over his success. If only it 
will not rain tomorrow. Yonder be
hind the barn there is yet a stretch 
of nice standing wheat. ' 

It is not the privilege of all to har
vest bread. The man who plows, 
sows and harvests is united with the 
soil; with his soil. He depends on 
this soil. He does not travel to work. 

His work is around him. He is free 
in his own world from one fence to the 
other. Here are the true roots of a 
democracy. He patiently plods on 
this piece of land, hiding seed in long 
furrows, seed which grows into golden 
ears, then armed with the oldest of 
weapons, the scythe, or with modern 
binder, he attacks the grain to wrestle 
away food which God has changed 

NO ROOM FOR OTHERS 
L. G. Liguffi 

ONE of the most forthright state
ments issued by the National 

Catholic Rural Life Conference is 
entitled I'Homes for the Homeless~" 
It is only a paragraph in the pam
phlet "Rural Life in a Peaceful 
World." 

"Neither industry nor agriculture 
has reached the saturation point or 
even a satisfactory point of develop
ment in the United States. In normal 
times we are plagued with surpluses 
of agricultural products.' Under 
proper cultivation, the agricultural 
lands of the nation will support a 
much greater population. Immigrant 
settlers of high moral character would 
contribute to the wealth of the nation. 
The Conference believes that the pos
session of such a superabundance of 
land places on the people of the 
United States a moral obligation to 
provide homes for homeless victims 
of war. It urges the study of the 
question and the preparation of plans 
for financing, for the selection of 
immigrants, and for the development 
of settlements. Money spent for 
peace is wise economy. For the final 
success of such settlement projects, 
due consideration should be given to 
national and religious loyalties." 

We noticed that newspapers quoted 
the section, but we saw no comments 
on the subject either for or against. 

During the period of the war, and 
particularly now that victory is at 
hand, we have scanned peace plans, 
charters, official statements, speeches 
in Congress, articles in magazines, 
newspaper editorials and books, look-

ing for an expression on this very 
topic. The absence of any statement 
means that something is taken for 
granted on a rather universal plane, 
hence, nQ one need shout when every
body agrees. There have been, how
ever, indirect references which postu
late a deep seated conviction on the 
,subject. "No room for others" sum
marizes this mental attitude:· Our 
immigration policy for the past ~ty 
years brooked no opposition. Organ
ized or disorganized labor, farm 
groups, liberal and conservative, 
house and senate, North and South, 
republicans and democrats, agreed: 
"No room for others." 

Here is a quotation from a book 
recently published: "It will be im
perative for Congress to limit immi-

. into His own body, 
The furrows are the oldest of ar. 

chitectural lines; the grain of wheat 
is the oldest botanical object j the 
harvest time is the oldest warfare man 
waged with nature. The farmer llSes 

the countryside for producing brend 
which "in the sweat of thy. face tho~ 
shalt eat till thou return to the earth 
out of which thou wast taken." 

gration to this country drastically 
for at least ten years after the wal'. 
A sufficient warrant for this step is 
the engrossing problem of developing 
employment for our own existing pop
ulation and its' natural increase. Our 
cold, realistic job is to preserve this 
nation for ourselves; and by doing 
that we shall render the greatest pos
sible service to' the world at large. 
Let us get on our feet before we try 
to do anything else." (Thomas 
Hewes, Decentralize jor Liberty.) 

Doesn't that settle it? 
Catholics as a rule are univer

salists. When Protestant bodies 
fought against southern European 
immigration, Catholics asked for con
trol, but on a liberal basis. We have 
looked in vain for Catholic speakers 
or writers to voice their sentiments 
on the subject. They, too, apparently 
believe in "no room for others." So 
it must be unanimous, and, I pre
sume, with a quorum present, the 
meeting 'ought to be adjourned. 

It was pungently hurtful to have a 
White House spokesman make apol
ogies for having allowed a small 
group of predominantly Jewish refu
gees to find a haven at Oswego, New 
York. One would think we were 
sending our marines to Iwo Jima be
cause there is no room in the United 
States. 

Some two years ago a trainload of 
children, 'women and old people 
started from a port on the West 
Coast and rolled its way to Leon, 
Mexico. They were Polish refugees 
who had been battered around the 
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over. They are now settled in 
enclosure, Colonia Santa Rosa
arid land. Waifs of charity! We, 

~nel:OUSly, permitted them to see our 
from a train window, but 

policy is "no room for others." 
We claim that this spirit and these 

reveal in the United States a 
of misguided selfishness and 

isolationism that will prove 
harmful than beneficial to us 

both the national and international 
One of the most breath taking 
has been issued by the Inter

naLIUlJI11 Labor Office, The· Displace-
of Population in Europe. 

Charts, figures and words merely 
They do not suggest the suffer

and the misery which have been 
daily bread of not less than 

5,000,000 human beings. You can 
on herbs or dregs if you can 
them with your loved ones, but 

be hungry and alone while' fellow 
creatures wantonly slaughter one an-
. must be unbearable. 

Population pressure upon meager 
industrial or agricultural resources 
may increase in the struggle for ex
istence during the post war years. But 
we, whose preoccupation seems to be 
only the winning of the war and the 
purchase of new model cars, still per
. sist in the sacrosanct attitude "no 
room for others." 

We have been most generous with 
our Red Cross, UNRRA, relief, re
habilitation. We plan to feed the hun
gry, clothe the naked, police the re
calcitrants, but we are wanting in 
long time planning. 

Pope Pius XII stated a fundamen
tal truth and need when he said: 
"Every man, as a living being gifted 
with reason, has in fact from nature 
the fundamental right to make use of 
the material goods of the earth, while 
it is left to 'the will of man and to 
the juridical statutes of nations to 
regulate in greater detail the actua
tion of this right. This individual 
~right cannot in any way be suppressed 
even by other clear and undisputed 
rights over material goods . . ." 

Access to natural resources, created 
by God for all men to be used for the 
good of men of every age, color and 
creed, must be the starting point of 
a just and durable peace. 

The United States has an obliga
tion commensurate with its resources; 
All _nations to the extent of their 
ability must fulfill their obligations 
in justice and charity, or the end of 
this war will be merely the beginning 
of a mor~ horrible and destructive 
one. The United States has room 
both in the urban and rural field for 
more people, yes, for many homeless 
fellow beings. 

In order to appeal to our Chamber 
of Commerce· mentality, we shall say 
that the addition of a few million 
people to the United States would be 
a most profitable venture. To advo
cate an expanding economy as long 
as a saturation point of human vs. 
natural resources has not been 
reached is a sound procedure. We 
thought we were producing a larger 
pie for fewer people with a bigger 
slice for every American. In order 
to maintain such an economic policy 
we have had "blood, 'sweat and tears," 

• and the end is not yet. Our allegorical 
pie will be forever in danger. 

What can be done? Whatevet: 
should be done, I am sure can be 
done. 

The International Labor Office, 

ever alert to needs, problems and 
solutions, has this to suggest: 

"A resumption of migration must 
therefore be an essential feature of 
any postwar reconstruction policy, 
but can only be achieved to the mu
tual advantage of both emigration 
and immigration countries by proper 
organization." The following con
siderations are necessary: "( 1) meth
ods of international financing of 
projects for settlement, and, in par
ticular, an examination of the basis 
for the organization of an interna
tional institute for the financing of 
migration for settlement; (2) the 
technical selection of emigrants; (3) 
the methods of investigation by which 
the possibilities of settlement could 
be determined.'" 

We ask: What is being done? 
What plamiing? What thinking? 
What is our will? 

We have a practical suggestion: 
for every destructive war dollar, let 
us spend a dollar for constructive 

", peace. And let us be mindful of the 
I~lden rule: "Do unto others as 
you would have others do unto you." 
Then we shall find "room for others." 

GOD1S GIFT 
Say not so, II 'Tis only dirt, II 
For soil's a gift, handwrought, of God, 
Prebend of man, living, clean, 
Silently working secret wonders, 
Mothering plant, animal, man. 
Naught that lives but owes its life 
To soil's pure, rich fertility. 
Soil is man's provider 
Of food and roof and fiberi 
Nay, more-it ceases not 
To toil when man is fed and clothed 
And harbored-the willow of youth 
Grows strong in tilling, strong 
Of body, strong of "mind and soul. 
Soil forsooth is 
Sanctuary of life, 
Builder of men, 
Solace in sorrow, 
Guardian of homes, 
Strength of nations. 
Soil whose soft warmth 
Has caressed the Feet of God, 
And in His Hand gave sight, 
Humid soil yet more humid 
With God's Own Sacred Blood
Say not so, II 'Tis only dirt, II 
For soil's a gift, handwrought, of God. 

A. J. Adams, S. J. 
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AND THESE THY GIFTS 
Sister M. Db/brice, O. P. 

C R.EATION· is. the communication 
of the infinite to the finite. It 

is divine love telling its secret to 
humanity. Of created beings, only 
man freely responds to God, consent
ing to the infinite love offered to him; 
irrational creatures are involuntary 
messengers of God, signs of His 
grace, and instruments which He uses 
to ·lead man to Him. We cannot walk . 
along a country road without meet
ing the manifestations of God's love. 
When we stand on a crowded city 
street, we· are roofed by a wondrous 
canopy of beauty, an expression of 
that same love. Every creature, it is 
true, does not inevitably become a 
grace-b_earer for us; that is the ex
clusive work of the seven signs or
dained to give birth to grace in men's 
souls. But there is nothing, from the 
silk worm munching on mulberries to 
the sea sucking the land in its eternal 
hunger, that cannot receive the bless
ing of the Church drawing it back 
into its true place in the design of 
creation. . 

Creatures, who in the reverberation 
of Adam's accursed choice of natural 
instead of supernatural life wander 
forlorn and solitary and useless, find 
their rightful place again in the divine 
perspective unde!," Christ's command 
to preach the gospel toevery creature. 
For whatever has been created is 
good; given the blessing of the 
Church, the whole world of creatures 
becomes sacramental, a vast City of 
God, blazoning the secret of His 
being to him who has forgotten it 

I have often said that nnder onr 
modern urban indnstrial system we 
cannot 'solve the housing question. 
Houses cannot be built so cheaply that 
an economic wage can pay an eco
nomic rent. Only in an agricultural 
organization can houses be built to 
meet the people's needs. Then I find: 
"Prepare thy work without and dili
gently till thy ground that afterwards 
thou mayest build thy house." (Prov
erbs, xxiv, 27) 

VINCENT MCNABB, O.P. 
Old Prinoiples and the 
New 01'der 

most completely, His tired creature, 
man. 

Man is a weary wanderer because 
life has lost its sacramental char
acter. The average child of today 
regards bread as something to be 
eaten with butter or gravy. Bread 
has lost entirely the sacredness which 
it had among earlier Christian com
munities. the blessing for bread in, 
a Bulgarian manual of prayers is a 
wonderful epitome of the growth and 
flowering of wheat in the Bulgarian 
fields. The blessing is given because 
bread holds the wind, the sun, the 
rain, the sky, the beauty of God; 
and it will strengthen men to run to 
heaven. H children knew all the 
magic of bread; all the music of the 
wind, all the color of light, all the' 
rhythm of human skill tlJ.atfinaHy 
produced the whiteness and g00.91less 
of bread, they might be less apt to 
say, "Aw,do we have to eat the 
crusts, too?" 

In the Roman Ritual, there is a 
blessing for bread which emphasizes 
the striking relationship between the 
realities of physical life and the 
truth of the spiritual life. The Ritual 
is an unknown book, and so it is that 
few people actually connect the daily 
bread they eat in sandwiches with' 
the sacramental bread prepl;tred for 
them in Eucharistic sacrifice. But the 
Church never forgets this truth; in 
her prayer of blessing. she says: "0 
Lord Jesus Christ, Bread of angels, 
living bread of eternal life, deign to 
bless this bread as you blessed the 
five loaves in the desert so that all . 
tasting worthily will receive health 
of mind and body." It is Christ the 
living Bread who is addressed, and 
through His power all bread becomes 
a promise of His Providence. 

This blessing of bread accents the 
sacramental character of the family 
dinner of which there is too little 
awareness. Eating together should be 
a little flowering of that great com
munal meal, the Eucharistic banquet. 

One great drawback to this 
idyllic picture of a family's 
together for their daily food is 
today mother and father are 
swinging on different shifts in 
factory and each child stops at 
only long enough to know if he 
be missing something, before he 
on to a corner where the field 
greener, a junior jive place or a badly 
chaperoned rink, or worse. 

It is really urban life that h~s 
sapped the vitality from sacramental 
living. Overcrowding is always smoth. 
erin~ and people condemned to living 
almbs~ on top of each other, rushing 
constantly to catch a bus to get to 
a job on time, live starved lives rarely 
even glimpsing the fullness they are 
missing'. A young Wisconsinite, who 
had always lived on a. farm until her 
recent appointment to a government 
job in Washington (by no means the 
least charming of cities), remarked 
that she hardly ever felt God any 
more as she had back home. She won
dered if God could be found in such 
crowding as war-workers know at 
present in cities large and small. In 

. city life, it seems as if men are trying 
to undq and make empty the very 
gifts God has given for their well
being, comfort and pleasure-pure 
air, sunlight, fields of grass, trees and 
orchards of fruit. How men have 
ruined His garden of Paradisel 

Yet Christ reaches into every 
stratum of life; both sacraments and 
sacramentals are fruits of the great 

redemptive act reenacted daily when 
Mass is offered; and for men both in 
the city and in the country the sacra
ments give grace, and the sacramen
tals can become little sacraments. 
\ 
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the inventions, which seem to 
been great helps, if not causes, 

men herding close together, di
the vastness of country life 

the restrictions of city limits, the 
has special blessings. For the 

which leads to greater com
U'U'''~L'L''-,,,, between men, she has a 

which includes in its formula 
canticle of Zachary and Psalm 

03. It is as if the Church hoped that 
communicating with others 
open his mouth to speak words 

with God as Zachary did after 
been silent for several months. 

use of Psalm 103, a· glorious 
of creation, seems almost as if 

Church were giving us something 
communicate, as if she feared with 
K. Chesterton that the possibility 
communication between all men 

been attained, there is now 
to say~ 
the railroad, that fantastic 

giant of powerful concentration which 
carries men to crowded urban centers, 

prays: 0 almighty and merciful 
Lord, direct us on the road of peace 
and prosperity and commit us to the 
angel Raphael on the way, and with 
peace, safety, ,and joy, let us return 
to our proper beginning. The formula 
of blessing closes with the Te Deum, 
the anticipation, perhaps, of the. safe 
return of man to his true home. It is 
,a little sad that man is seldom home
sick for Heaven; yet the Father is al
ways leading his unresponsive chil
dren home. 

There is a solemnity about these 
two blessings not found in the count
less blessings that sacramentalize 
rural daily life. Undoubtedly the 
Church is safeguarding her children 
with maternal tenderness, for it is 
not bees and cherry trees and sheep 
and horses which devitalize life, but 
trains and telegraphs and radios and 
printing presses when they lead men; 
to whom God gave dominion over 
creatures, to the numbed passivity 
characteristic of those whose chief 
concern is doing enough work to get 
a pay check each week. The Ritual 
specified that a cleric or priest give 
the blessing for t4e machines that 
have caused men to live a more ar
tificial life, whereas the sanctifying 
of creatures that is part of the daily 
routine of man's life in its natural 

. setting is so simple that the blessings 
may be given by the father of a 
family, 

The skeptical and superficial man, 
who has forgotten or who has never 
known that all Jife is sacramental,' 
may raise an eyebrow at the th~ught 

. of the father giving a blessing, but to 
all those who are called upon to give 
life God has given a share in His 
power of blessing. Paternity is giv~ 
ing; to the head of the house God 
has said, "The father's blessing estab
Iisheth the houses of the children." 

These unreserved blessings, like 
little tendrils of the great sacramen
tals, wind their way around every 
step of agricultural life for those 
who are aware of the contents of the 
Ritual. There is a blessing upon bees, 
begging that they multiply, fructify 
and be saved from all evils so that 
the fruit of their industry will be dis
pensed for the praise of the Son, the 
Holy Spirit and of. the most blessed 
Virgin. Of itself the bee has not 
earned a blessing, even though honey 
is delicious with waffles, but this small 
creature is drawn into sacramental life 
because his gift of wax will light the 
way for the offering of the great sac
rifice of the day. How fitting it is that 
at dinner, the festal eating together 
of each day, lighted candles should 
add their beauty. Would it not be 
more fitting to use the waxen gift of 
the bee to which has been added the 
blessing of a loving father rather 
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than the lavender and yellow com
positions which are dispensed from 
Woolworth's? 

The world always seems to sac
charinize the heritage of Christian 
culture. Formerly, in Christian com
munities it was the custom to gather 
together all the animals to receive 
a blessing. In some places the choic
est of each flock was taken to the 
square before the church, there to re
ceive either the blessing of Saint 
Francis ?r Saint Anthony. Very like
ly, this 'was the forerunner of live 
stock shows where animals are herded 
now, alas, not for a blessing but for 
a blue ribbon which does nothing for 
them; they cannot eat it. However, 
the Church does not forget her gra
ciousness; the' simple blessing for 
sheep and all the herd animals re
mains and the head of the house may 
look upon his helpers and address 
their creator. 

The courteous interchange of greet
ings which precedes the blessing is in
this case a curious reminder of the 

'aj1icable cooperation of man and 
.J5east. The father says, "Dominus 
vobiscum," inviting all to share in 
what follows, aqd the answer, "Et 
cum spiritu tuo," suggests that even 
the dumb ones to be blessed are say-

" 

ing, "We will help you all we can." 
Then through the Word, Christ, per
fect expression of the Father, who 
will draw all creatures, birds, and 
beasts and non-living things into the 
divine plan of Paradise, God is ad
dressed that . His beneficence may 
bless, preserve and defend the ani-
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mals so that through His graciousness 
they may praise and glorify His name. 

Not only on the animate but also 
on the inanimate, the hand of Christ 
is raised in blessing. It is true that 
the blessings which grace our daily 
food can hardly be said to be re
stricted to rural life, still in urban 
centers the hotel dining room or the 
self-service cafeteria or the totally 
mechanized automat are the scene for 
so ,many meals that one can hardly 
picture the father blessing the bread 
and cake or the butter and milk. 

Blessing always suggests tran
quillity and a timeless growing, abso
lutely alien to the clock punching of 
city life. The formula of blessing 
for butter and milk recalls that these 
are products of the calmest and I most 
easy-going species in the animal 
world. God is invoked so that who
ever of his faithful will eat of this 
butter and milk will be filled with 
goodness and not merely touched by 
grace but saturated with it. 

There is no presumption in this 
asking, to be saturated with grace, 
for in the sacramental way of life 
there is no casual bestowal of grace 
but there is superabundance beautify
ing the whole world like the whiteness 

,of snow that makes even a garbage 
can lovely to behold. The sacramen- . 
tal way of life is God catching up the 
whole world into the divine pattern of 
creation; it is His children singing 
together, "The earth is the Lord's and 
the fullness thereof." 

Nowhere is this way of life so easily 
achieved as it is in rural living where 
man is unhurried and, uncrowded. 
Here he can feel God, coming on the 
wings of the wind; he can see His 
pavilions, the clouds, and watch the 
hills watered from the upper rooms. 
He has space ,to lay the seed within 
the earth and time to watch its fruit
ing. He can say with the psalmist: 
"Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall 
be created and Thou shalt renew the 
face of the earth." Through this re
newal man's daily living will be drawn 
again into the divine plan. And man, 
closer to God because he knows the 
wonder of the earth, will see all 
creation as the communication of the 
irifinite to the finite. 
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,111m fI CDllntry PflstDr • • • 
Since time immemorial poets and poetasters have sung 

glories of spring. This season has been the inspiration fo .. 
schoolboy laboriously penning some doggerel as well as for 
immortal lords rapturously chanting its charms in lyrical 
Though its spirit pervades city and country it manifests 
more fully in the latter. The urban dweller must be content 
sniff its breezes diluted, to catch an occasional glimpse of 
bird temporarily lost in its northward flight, to see the 

, green of new grass, a budding tree, a blossoming flower in its 
, park or the narrow confines of his yard. To enjoy its Deiiutiel 

more completely, to know its mysteries more intimately, 
"fenced in" in the cities must take their stroll to the nearby 
try lanes or, if an extra gallon of gas permits, drive slowly 
dreamily along the roads frrnging .the city. 

Unlimited and unrestricted are the joys of spring to those whose 
fortune it is to live on the land. For them it is the season of 'hope. , 
Impatiently they wait for the day when the soil is ready for seed. 
ing. In vast profusion the colorful season unfolds its mysteries. 
The early morning sun sends its promising rays across the fields 
and meado'!'s. The children walking to school see again, the 
birds and animal~ t~y have' missed during the winter months. 
The gophers peek oUt of their holes, the robbins and blackbirds 
and blue jays and meadow larks announce their arrival. ' 

Spring to Catholics on the land, however, is more significant. 
To the joys of seeing nature awaken in field and forest is added 
the spiritual joy of Easter season. It is a rising from the dead. 
The spring breezes carry the fragrant odors of the spices from 
the empty tomb. The songs of the birds are the Alleluias. 

In the country these natural and spiritual joys are mingled in 
the liturgy of the Rogation days. The Church leads us in pro·, 
cession around the fields chanting the litany with appealing sima I 

plicity. One by one we call the saintly roll of honor. 

It seems "as if they join our ranks as we call upon apostle, 
martyr and confessor, virgin and widow to pray for us. The 
spring breezes take heavenward the solemn and magnetic re
sponse Ora pro nobis. Heaven and earth become linked as saints 
and angels join us in our prayer; the Church triumphant praying 
with and for the church militant. 

Having become accustomed to walk with such august com
panions we are later joined by Christ Himself on' the Feast of 
Corpus Christi. In answer to our prayers of the Rogation days 
the fertile fields now show signs of God's blessing. The altars 
adorned with a profusion of spring blossoms give evidence of 
His magnanimity. Walking through the fields with Christ as our 
guest our ,hearts are filled with a joy like that which filled the 
heart of Adam as he walked with God in paradise. 
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YSTOWN 
COOPEATIVES 

. Rev. E. J. f/fJofJgfJO 

E ARE living in a sick world 
where selfishness and greed 

and as a result, much injus-
unnecessary suffering and great. 

. It seems that we are living 
a world where the survival of the 

based on the philosophy of 
over right," predominates. 
Gospel of Christ, on which 

and lasting peace, based on jus
and right, must be reestablished . 

this sick world, if we are to fulfill 
pledge to the men who died in 
great war and in the first world 
for the sake of justice and right. 
much flaunted statements con-

democracy are hollow unless 
by action as well as oratory. 

We are all proud of the record of 
,our American manhood that has 

so valiantly and well against 
powerful enemies. These men have 
entered world combat hoping that it 
would be the last world war ever to be 
fought. There are many fine agencies 
striving to make this hope a reality, 
but I fear that the conditions that 

'have brought about world revolution 
still will maintain after the war is 
over, and the peace that will result 
:will be only a respite, a breathing 
spell, a chance for the nations of the 
world to catch their breath, to refill 
their arsenals and commissaries, and 
to call another young crop of fighting 
men into service to protect democra
cy's cause. ' 

The hope for a secure and lasting 
peace must be based on the Gospel of 
Christ. In the hearts and homes of 
the nations of the world, a spirit of 
justice must prevail, a justice that 

. means equal right for all and special 
privileges for none. The cooperatives 
established ,a hundred years ago by 
the few humble weavers of England 
were, from an economic standpoint, 
a step in the right direction to bring 
abollt a sense of security to all 
peoples of all nations. 

The work that St. Francis Xavier 

University of Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia, has done even in a better way 
has brought great inspiration and 
hope, for it has brought security, 
peace and economic well-being to 
communities where hope had ceased 
to exist and despair had gripped the, 
very hearts and minds of people. 
There is something in the philosophy 
of cooperatives that few seem to un
derstand. It is not conflict with the -
capitalistic system. It is something 
that enables people to put into prac:" 
tice the Gospel of Christ, love of God 

-and love of one's fellowman. It is an 
,interest which people Il)anifest in one 
another's problems, helping each <oth
er in this diftkult struggle of life. '. 

It is not an independently eco'nomlc, 
system that threatens to disrupt our 
capitalistic system. It is merely a 
means whereby people express their 
spirit of cooperation with one an
other. Take the example of the Anti

,gonish Cooperative Project. Far-see
ing, Christian teachers saw nothing 
but poverty and desolation stalking 
Nova Scotia; families were slaves to 
local storekeepers for the bare exist
ence of themselves and their families. 
The few months of work in the fish
ing industry were not sufficient to 
tide them over the long winter 
months. They lived in hovels for 
homes; their children were under
nourished and underfed. Fathers who 
once possessed the faith of Christ 
had lost that faith and had become, 
in many cases, raving communists 
and anarchists. Through the wise 
guidance of a kindly priest, who did 
not dictate to them, these people were 
taught how to think. They were told 
they were the wealth of the nation. 
They laughed and scoffed at the state
ment, but in their desire to under
stand more fully what it meapt, they 
sought out this kindly priest and 
asked for an explanation. He gave 
it to them; he told them that they 
were themselves to blame; that they 
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should study how to cooperate. with 
one another;. how they could live 
better and more cheaply; how they 
could be employed twelve months 
each year instead of six months; how 
they sl10uld rule their own destinies 
by being master of their own finances. 

These men were sufficiently inter
ested in the improvement of their 
economic status to be willing to 
study; they went into that study with 
vim and enthusiasm, just as an army 
goes into a war, to fight, and die if 
necessary, to be freed from threatened 
totalitarian slavery. The scales began 
to fall from their eyes as they began 
to see more clearly what this priest 

'of God had told them when he said 
that they were "the wea:Ith of the 
nation." They were never told what 
they should do or what they must 
not do, but they were told what 
they could do, if they so desi~ed, 

after they had studied the program of ' 
cooperatives sufficiently and deeply. 

Within a short time they estab
lished their first cooperative; after 
it, many others. Today, in that land, 
where poverty, suffering and disap
pointment abounded, we find the peo
ple are happy, industrious and enter
prising, believing in their own coun
try, masters of their own destinies, 
making a decent livingior their wives 
and families, supplying to their .chil
dren things they had been compelled 
to deny them in the past. There are 
hundreds and thousands of others 
who believe in cooperatives, and who 
look upon this mode of economic 
living as one that has liberated them 
from the dragon's net of poverty and 
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slavery, and has made them feel free 
and independent, and' capable of dic
tating their own policy. 

To say that the program of cooper
atives has in any way affected the 
capjtalisticsystem is to fail utterly 
in understanding the underlying prin
ciples which have made cooperatives 
possible. Let us look back a few 
years to see' how these people lived. 
They 'were constantly in debt, unable 
to secure sufficient credit, unable dur
ing the summer months to secure 
enough employment to pay up the 
debts of the preced~ng winter. Why, 
they were a burden on the capitalistic 
system! Today, they are producing 
for themselves and their children. 
They have ceased to be a burdel\ on 
society. In fact, they have added 
to the wealth of their community, 
making for a better world,better en-

• vironment, better. children, better 
parents, better schools", filled 
churches. Where has capitalism suf
fered by reason of this transforma
tion? The whole sustaining and un, 
derlying philosophy that is so attrac
tive has caused these peoples to be 
better Christians today, more mind
ful of their duties as citizens, and 
keenly conscious of (heir power and 
strength in unity brought about by 
Christian charity. 

Let no man' think that, the liber
ated slaves of Europe or the Orient 
will be sustained to a great extent 
by Santa Claus, whether he be Uncle 
Sam or Johnny Bull. That kind of a 
lend-lease program could not exist 
for any length of time. The real 
program should be that these people 
be encouraged, through cooperatives, 
to help themselves. Through that 
self-help, there will be hope of rees
tablishing and rehabilitating a world, 
torn by poverty, disease and suffering, 
into a people who will be happy and 
contented, because they are working 
and able to support their families by 
reason· of a Christian spirit of coop-
eration. . 

May the spirit of the pioneers of 
the Rochdale founders of cooperatives 
spread throughout the land and bring 
to a sick and sorrowing world the 
spirt of hope, peace and prosperity, 
builded on the spirit of Christ and 
Christ's Gospel. 
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LIBRARY SELECTIONS 
Sisler M. Bernice, f. S. P. A. 

I N THE world of tomorrow security 
will be assured to those who have 

had the foresight to know that life 
on the land is the "good life." It 
follows, therefore, that those who are 
responsible for guiding the reading 
of young people must so direct them 
that their mental attitudes be formed 
early so as to accept and appreciate 
living. on the land as "a way of life." 
A long-range program must be 
glimpsed by those who are dealing 
with youth so that man may be re
stored to his place in the natural 
cycle from which, industry has 
snatched him. We in the United 

States have an unusual privilege 
which carries with it a serious re
sponsibility. The young people in the 
schools today must be completely 
trained in the problems of economic, 
social and spiritual security for rural 
America. 

If rural youth are to stay on the 
farm, and if urban youth are to be 
attracted to the farm, they must be 
given an appreciation of rural life 
as "a way of life." No other field 
offers such opportunities as does that 
of the free reading of children in the 
rural and urban districts in order to 
develop the proper evaluation of rural 
life.l 

Fortunately in the field of juvenile 
literature a continued number -of fine 
books are coming from the press 

which will make rural life "'''JLa.\..1.1V~ 
Last year a few of these books 
considered in two articles in 
AND HOME. Since that time the 
ber ,has increased. 

One of the most attractive books 
for the very young is "Rabbit 
by Robert Lawson (Viking $2). New 
folks are coming to live on Rabbit 
Hill and they bring adventures to 
Little Georgie, the rabbit, and Porkey, 
the woodchuck, and, Phewie, the 
skunk. Mystery abounds a-plenty. 

. The estate has been tenantless for 
years ~nd there had been poor pickings 
for the rabbits and other four-footed 
animals. There was great concern as 
to what kind of folks they were, but 
one' soon learris that they are "real 
sensible, knowledgeable folks." You 
will be enchanted by all the pleas
ure that the new folk give all the 
merry creatures of the wood. All 
through the book you sense a great 
appreciation of folks who are "plant
ing folks" and you sense that the 
rabbits know a really good thing 
when they see it. The beautiful trib
ute paid to St. Francis at the end of 
the book brings it to a delightful 
close. The illustrations add a delight
ful humor. 

Another delightful book for young
er readers is "A Bee in Her Bonnet" 
by Eva Kristoffersen (Crowell $2). 
This is a genuine all-American book 
for girls, having as a backgr?und a 
Nebraska farm, recently inhented by 
the Magee's. The principal character, 
ten-year-old Merry Carol Magee, 
looks forward to life on the farm as 
anything but pleasant. Gradually she 

, is disillusioned. 

"Always have a bee in your bonn: t, 
and keep it buzzing," was the cryptIC 
advice given to Merry Carol :when 
her brother David left her. ThIS led 
to a flair for bee-raising, which, to
gether with many other activities kept 
her so occupied that she grew to love 
the farm. She discovered, too, that 
her "buzzings" were not only a source 
of fun, but that they could even help 

LAND AND HOME JUNE 1945 



the war. The magnificent pos
which rural life possesses are· 

brought out in this absorbing 

older boys and girls "The Red 
by Paul Corey (Morrow 

brings an important message of 
. danger of the larger farms absorb

smaller ones and thus eliminat
the independent farm which is, and 

has been, the backbone of the 
. Because of lack of ready 

the independent farmer is not 
able to have the latest in, 

Red Tractor" is written 
a situation like this in which 

Shield, who though only seven
loves farming, but wants to do it 
modern way, watches with envy 
tractors on the Fairview farm next 

Most of the story concerns 
desire for a tractor and the· 
difficulties he and the Shield 

have in getting one. Paul 
knows country life and writes 

it intelligently and convincingly. 
Your attention has already been 

to . the farm stories wrItten by 
Allen. He, or rather they (I 

just discovered that Adam Allen 
a writing team-two men) write 

fine scientific farm stories. 
each of· their. stories they work 

a central theme with enough 
to carry the readers' attention. 

The latest book by Adam Allen 
"New Broome Experiment." (Lip

$2). The theme is concerned 
with a bacteriological experiment that 

carried out on the Broome farm 
young Nick Broome and two 

city boys assisting .in it. It will be in-

BOYS RACING 
Florence Hynes Willette 

They run as though on buoyant springs of air. 
Their naked feet in rhyme. The tall meek grass 
Bends down and parts to let their bodies pass 
And leaves flare out behind the fleethig pair. 
The nimble-footed fox sulks. in his lair; 
And wheeling on his ball of cobalt glass 
The haughty hawk stares down on haste so crass. 
While stunned immobile sits the beaten hare. 

They move with glad. aba~don; far behind 
Dull duty falters. bested in the race; , 
The wind alone can match their skimming pace. 
Their flying heels ..• if one could see the win~ 
It would be eager. brown of limb and cheek. 
With lightnes,s running where the grass is meek. 

teresting reading from whatever angle 
you approach it-farming, science, or 
just a good story. 

The. earlier books of Adam Allen 
were "Dynamo Farm" and "Water to 

. Burn." The first book is an excellent 
study of the 4-H Club work. 

If the last books reviewed seem tq 
be especially for boys, here ~ one 
for the girls. "Deerwater Farm", 
(Page $2.50) is written by Agnes 
Barden Dustin in the old tradition of 
the "Pollyanna Glad Books." It is 
the story of a sixteen-year-old girl, 
N aney, and her two sisters. N aney 
courageously gives up her own edu
cation to provide for her younger 
sisters and her old uncle. Many hours 
of drudgery on an old run-down farm 
finally brings success and along with 
it many hours of good times, simple 
but enjoyable. A convincing country . 
atmosphere marks the book. 

"Farm in the Family" by M. J. Ross 
(Harper $2) is the tense story of the 
MacDonald family, who because of 
financial reverses, were forced to 

. leave their comfortable city home 
and take over the management of 
a rundown farm. To help bolster the 

··finances, both father and mother 
accept positions in the city, leaving 
their four, rather spoiled children
two boys and two girls-all of teen 
age, to make the dilapidated house 
and the neglected farm livable. 

From an easy-going, carefree 
group, they develop into a happy self': 
reliant family of willing workers. 
With the aid of 4-H Clubs and other 

aids they soon feel the stimulus of 
success. 

. Another book that is very similar 
to the above is "There Is the Land" 
by Erick Berry (Oxford $2). Instead 
of. enjoying her spring vacation With 
a round of gaieties at Long Island, 
Gloria Carr finds herself on a farm 
in upper New York with her father 

'. and fourteen-year-old brother. 

,J This back-to-the-Iand' story brings 
to the fore the wholesomeness of rural 
life, with all that it entails of hard 
labor, exciting discoveries, and real 
fun whiCh lose nothing by comparison 
with life in the city. 

While bringing out the need of in
tense application, of resourcefulness, 
and the ability to remain unphased 
by hardships, Erick Berry, who writes 
from experience, introduces into this 
interesting tale of farm life humorous 
and exciting incidents. Advocates of 
the back-to-the-Iand policy will fina 
it a convincing ally. 

It might be well to remark that it 
is necessary to be selective in adding 
books to one's collecti~n with a so
called rural background. Because . 
there is a general demand for this 
type of book, many books are coming 
out, and inferior books are bound to 
be found among them. One of the 
worst coming out this year is "The 
Bountiful Cow" (Holt $2) whose 
name is Bug-Eye. There is more the 
matter with the book than the name 
of the cow, and it would be a waste of 
money for readers of LAND AND 
HOME. 
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YOUNG AT 93 
s. A. H. 

N' . INETY-THREE years old to
day. What varied scenes and 

memories surround· those milestones 
of the past. Sitting in my comfort
able farm home by the radio, listen
ing to a man talking in London, autos 
buzzing by, just now an airplane fly
ing over the house, I wonder if this 
is the same world in which I started 
life's journey, and through whose 
changing scenes I have come so far. 

Yes, that is I, the little girl com
ing through. the back door with an 
armful of wood.. I pass Mother 
churning cream in the little stone 
churn with an ill-fitting cover. I pass 
my sister, Jane, washing breakfast 
dishes. As I deposit my load in the 
woodbox I turn importantly with the 
announcement, "1 suppose I'm five 
years old today." . 

How can. I describe that humble 
home, where piety and charity were 
taught, and where peace and content
ment reigned. Rough logs formed the 
living-room. These were covered with 
shingles made by hand, on a "shave 
horse" out there under the oak tree. 
At the back of this living-room was 
a "lean-to" made of· wide rough 
boards standing upright. This was 
used for a milk house in summer 
and a wood house in winter. That 
large log along the west end of the 
"lean-to" was the soap trough con
taining our only cleansing materials; 
there were no soap powders in those 
days. We made our own "soft soap" 

. annually, and stored it in that hewn 
out log. Outside under the eaves, 
another such log formed our cistern. 
And still another outside log, at some 
distance from the house, made the 
watering trough for the stock. . An
other "lean-to" extended along the 
full length of both the. living-room 
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and kitchen and thus formed a pleas
ant veranda. In the kitchen was a 
real iron cook stove-a luxury in 
those days. Its elevated oven door 
bore the inscription, "Clinton Air
tight, Pat. applied for, 1850." 

Such was the old log house--;our 
home of 90 years ago; neither beau
tiful nor spacious, but how much we 
loved every part of it. 

Oh, if those crumbling logs could tell 
The joys and griefs of long ago, 

That they shared with us through 
childhood's years-

The depth of which they only 
know. 

We gathet;ed round the evening fire, 
We played beneath the spreading 

trees; 
And armed with Moth~r's prayers and 

tears • ' 
Went forth with happy me~ries. 
Then our school! Where is that 

group of girls with pantalettes show
ing one inch below our full skirts. Qf 
authorized length, half way between 
knee and ankle. Our playhouse was 
a panel of rail fence covered with oak 
branches. The year I was seven, I 
had the new sack apron with long' 
sleeves, and strings two inches wide 
tied gracefully in tl1e back. The boys 

. wore homemade cloth. 
Our school building was a log 

structure about twenty-five feet 
square, with five windows. The "back 
seat" was attached 'to the wall on 
three sides. The "front seat," for 
smaller pupils and forcl.ass recita
tions, was an elevation from the 
floor of about eighteen' inches. The 
desk for the back' seat was enclosed 
to make back rests for those in front. 

Our heating system was a box 
stove in the center of the room. In 
front of this stood a battered chair 
for the teacher. There was a blaCK
board on which we diagramed sen
tences from, Clark's Grammar, and on 
which the teacher wrote lists of words 
for us to rewrite at home d!lring the 
evening to cultivate our memories. 

Our .water system consisted of a 
wooden waterpail with long-handled 
tin dipper. This stood on a seat in 
one corner of the room, and in the 
opposite corner stood the broom. 

Such was the construction, and 
such were the furnishings of our Alma 
Mater. We had no. grades in our 
school. Each pupil, many times of 
necessity, used whatever books were 
available. But we learned the fun
damentals thoroughly~ 

How well I remember the night of 
our spelling school when the Parks 
boy spelled so long! The teacher, 

'with the book in one hand and a 
tallow candle in the other, paced 
through the narrow space of floor pro
nouncing ~ords to the boy standing 
by the desk in th~ corner and spelling 
every word correctly . The teacher 
pronounced pages of words: anto
nyms; homonyms; long lines of 
proper names. In desperation, he 

turned to the Latin quotations in the 
back of the book, and at last the 
speller went down. I wonder what 
percentage of our modern high school 
students could spell through ~'San
ders New Series" without missing a 
word, as did this unassuming country 
boy of nearly ninety year ago! 

There is the call for dinner! I 
must leave my dreaming and come 
back to the present, and to the reality 
of my ninety-third birthday. 

Thou crown est the year with Thy 
blessings, and Thy fields overflow 
with plenty. The barren meadows 
grow rich, and the hills gird them
selves with joy; the pastures are 
clothed with sheep, and the valleys 
abound with corn; all rejoice, yea, 
sing a hymn of praise. 

Psalm Lxiv 
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OLE ·WHEAT 

There is virtue in the country 
in gardens and orchards, in 

streams and groves, in rustic 
and plain manners, that 

cities nor universities enjoy. 

LOUISA MAE ALCOTT. 

Admire large farms, but yet a small 
till. 

This precept, which a most learned 
has expressed in verse, is, in my 

a heritage from antiquity, 
as it is agreed that the 

UlQ'15uua.u::>, a very shrewd people, 
the saying that the farm should 

weaker than the farmer; for as 
he must wrestle with it, if the land 
prove the stronger, the master is 

And there is no doubt that 
an extensive field, not properly culti
vated, brings in a smaller return than 
a little one tilled with exceeding care. 

COLUMELLA (1St Century A.D.) 

Trs.-HARRISON BOYD ASH, Ph.D. 

The Credit Union that I really 
care most about is one in North.Caro
lina in a place called Columbia. This 
is a small rural community, composed 
of a group of colored people who, 

. when we organized a credit union, 
were all sharecroppers. That Credit 
Union developed the first year from 
extremely small beginnings to total 
savings of $300. In a few years it 
has developed an overall capital of . 
$12,000 and in the process has turned 
a majority of its sharecropper mem
bers into landowners. At the same 
time the members have developed for' 
themselves a cooperative store and 
other fundamental cooperative activi
ties. Thus, it seems to me, they are 
completing the work that Lincoln 
started; because it is no use freeing 
a slave or freeing anybody as long 
as he is economically a slave. He 
must have economic freedom as well 
as political freedom in order to be 
really tree. . 

Cooperatives in Postwar Society 

In ancient times, the people 
swarmed around the castle of their 
feudal lord for protection and se
curity-beholden to their lords for 
their very lives. Here in America, 
our culture has been evolved by a 
people who were mostly agricultural, 
but today more than 85 per cent of 
our citizens are not on the land. 
Instead, they are for the most part 
found as squatters around some MA
CHINE-just as were their ancestors 
around a castle. Modern farm,ma
chinery has permitted them to rush 
to the city to work for the machines 
of industry-a machine which feeds 
them, starves them, throws them away 

/ when they become sick or old-even 
. kills them as it wills. . 

JONATHAN FORMAN 

Show me a family that goes to. 
church together and plays together 
and I will show you a family that will 
stick together. 

Our Sunday Visitor. 

The tireless attacks on the small 
farmer, who farms as a way of life 
for himself and his family, 'are all 
attacks on the nation. Ever-growing 
tracts of farmland, amassed in the 
hands of one "person"-usually a 
bank, corporation, insurance com
pany-who works the land with hired 
help or migratory workers, are an 
unhappy omen for the future. 

REV. JERO;ME A.DROLET 

Catholic Action of the South 
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We /tt()lIlh • • • 
Mr. Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Presi

dent of the United States. 

The Most Rev. Paul P. Rhode. D.D •• 
Bishop of Green Bay. 

The Most Rev. William F. O·Shea. 
M.M •• D.O. 

Rev. Mother Grace C. Dammann. 
President of the Manhattanville Col
lege of the Sacred Heart. 

We have a false situation in this 
land today; our cities are overpopu
lated, and the countryside is gradu
ally being evacuated. What will be 
the result? Inevitably an insuffi
cient food protim;tion and a decrease 

. of the total popUlation. Thus, our 
Nation is in the way of committing 
suicide. It is being destroyed at its 
roots, for the cities must draw their 
vitality and life-giving sap from the 
soil. . No prosperity can be envisaged 
when our farms are too few or are in
sufficiently manned. Urban grandeur, 

",,1 comfort and glamor have no lasting 
or strengthening qualities. Unless 
our towns are. supported and fed by 
flourishing agricultural industry, our 
Nation's future is not promising. 

We will raise pale-faced, flat
chested generations, and-what is 
worse-there will not be enough of 
them to continue our race in its 
present numerical strength. The 
ratio for survival is four to a family. 
We barely make that now. If it were 
not for the country home, we would 
already fall dangerously below this 
required average. 

MSGR. PETER M. H. WYNHOVEN 

It is old fashioned for farmers to 
wish to get rich in the cities. The 
fashionable attitude (and the· only 
one· sensible) is the ambition of city 
people to get out on the farm. . 

JOSEPH A. ETTEL 

True religion does not proceed' 
from the tumult of towns, but from 
the tranquil serenity of the fields. 

ERNEST RENAN 
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Land and home ownership is a 
matter of great national importance. 
The most tragic aspect of America's 
present trend ,is from land ownership 
to factory work and tenancy. How 
great this shift of population becomes 
(where heads of families spend their 
work hours in factories and their play 
hours anywhere in the city except at' 
home) wili in a large measure deter
mine the destination of our civiliza
tion. 

W. K. GROFF 

Brethren Action. 

To my young friends who often 
have talked about making money on 
the farm, I have replied steadily that 
a farm is not designed for making 
money. In the name of sense, then, if· 
a farm is hot for profits, what is it 
for? If it does not fit in with the 
general American plan of getting rich 
soon, it might as well be dispensed 
with and set down as a great failure. 

. Allow me to, call your attention to 
the fact that the pioneer who merely 
was looking for a roof over his head 
and for a meal of corn bread got along 
splendidly and even prospered. 

A farm is for a home and a living. 
In the furtherance of such designs it 
has responded with a whole heart. 
Those who have sought to commer
cialize farming and reduce it to the' 
gross status of wealth h1l,ve fallen and 
great was the fall thereof. The deeper 
meaning of agriculture is that of in
dependence and self respect, of cereal 
and fried chicken on the table, and 
of contentment in the farmer's heart j 
of flowers in the garden, and a wide 
playground for the kids.. 

FRANK GROVES 

The farm is the foundation of oUf 
best manhood and womanhood, the 
true hope and strength and glory of 
the world. 

LUTHER BURBANK 
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Here in America the farmer was 
first to realize the need for con
sumer cooperation. He was caught 
from both sides. He got low prices 
for what he sold. He paid high prices 
for what he bought. It made poor 
arithmetic. 

The farmer found an idea that 
helped. He organized to sell his 
goods cooperatively. He combined his 
purchasing power to buy coopera
tively. Wherever he did this he found 
he could break the power of local 
nronopoli~s, save himself money and 
in many cases improve the quality of 
the goods he bought. The farmer 
knew a good thing when he saw it ... 

Why this labor-farmer conflict? 
Both are producers. The farmer de
pends on labor for a market. Labor 
depends upon the farmer for food. 
Millions of organized labor members. 
were born on farms. Does the farmer\ 
distrust his 'Own son who works in a 
steel mill? Does the son distrust his 
father because he is a f~rmer? Is 
there any natural law -which holds 
that these two great :working gr~ 
should misunderstand each other r . 

And yet the conflict persists. All 
right, let's do something about-it. In 
the years facing us America is going 
to need every ounce of unity she can 
muster. We can't solve our postwar 
problems by group conflict. We need 
a whole people, working together with 
tolerance and understanding of each 
other's problems. Farmers and or
ganized labor, working side by side, 
have within their grasp a powerful 
social and political force. They have 
only to get tegether 1 

How? The answer clearly lies in 
consumer cooperation. it makes logic 
and common sense. Labor develops 
consumer cooperative enterprises. 
The farmer sells ,directly to the con
sumer enterprise. What happens? The 
consumers get better goods at lower 
cost because they deal directly with 
the producer. The farmer gets more 
for his produce by selling direct to a 
consumer unit. It brings the farm and 
labor closer together. It makes for 
unity and common understanding. It 
can eliminate rural-urban antago-' 
nisms. And it makes good arithmetic. 

MURRAY D. LINCOLN 

The American Federationist 

"The king consented, and the 
brothers immediately set out for 
solitude. In vain their mother 
them to marry and perpetuate 
race. Ermenfried went to Luxeuil 
be trained for monastic life 
Walbert, received there the 
frock and the priesthood, and 
turned to Cusance, where he 
became the head of a community 
thirty monks, which he . . . 
with gentle and active 
while his brother, with whom he 
ways lived in the closest union, 
vided for their temporal necessities 
Ermenfried reserved the humbler la: 
bors for himself; he spent whole days 
~ sifting the grain which the others 
thrashed. in the barn. For he loved 
work and workers. . On Sundays, in 
celebrating Mass, he distributed to 
the people the eulogias or unconse
crated wafers. When he perceived 
the hard hands of the ploughnien, he 
bent down to kiss with tender re
spect these noble marks of the week's 
labor. I have surveyed the annals of 
all nations, ancient and modern, but 
I have found nothing which has 
moved me more, or better explained 
the true~ causes of the victory of 
Christianity over the ancient world 
than the image of this German, this 
son of the victors of Rome and con
querors of Gaul, become a monk, and 
kissing, before the altar of Christ, 
the hard hand of the Gaulish husband
men, in that forgotten corner of Jura, 
without even suspecting that an ob
scure witness took note .of it for for
getful posterity." 

MONTALEMBERT 

Monks of the West 
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'ruck 
Toast to fellow-Travelers 
Companions are' bread sharers I 

easier than crowding three 
the back seat of car. With Mon

Morrison's diplomacy and 
Schlarman's stately authority, 

and good humor, one could 
to the end of the earth and return 

A gentleman like Fred Hall of Rio 
. so arrange busy schedules that 
seems smooth and pleasant. A 

to the Faith, he has the vision 
a de Sales for the spiritual care 
abandoned souls. A master of 

he prevailed upon Off The 
Track to wear purple socks (gift of 
Bishop Schlarman) at the Copacab
ana dinner. That would not be so 
bad, but one has. to roll up his pants 
in order to blind the "downlookers." 

Coffee Blends 
You don't know coffee till you taste 

-it in South America. A flavor-a 
delicacy-an aroma-but-On The 
Track only wishes for better housing 
and working conditions on the Fa
zendas! 

Caxias and San Leopoldo 
Very good examples of Catholic 

colonization projeCts. Considering 
the topographic location, the enter

, prises 'have proved very successful. 

Digesto Catolleo 
A missionary venture in South 

America. Rather resentfully received 
in certain quarters, but on the road 
to great accomplishments. Editor 
Father Jennings can conquer the 
world by his charm .. 

flandria Mills 
Mr. and Mrs. Steverdynk, Flemish, 

owners of the mill-sixteen children 
-their factory and housing a most 
magnificent example of social justice 
in the industrial field. 

O'Grady's farms 
Frank O'Grady is a bachelor who 

has successfully won many battles 

(so he says) to make him a benedict. 
A delightful and generous host. Full 
of sound iriformation on Argentina. 

Bien Publico 
It's the name of the Montevideo 

Catholic paper. Editqrs and writers 
with a vocation and a zeal for Cath
olic doctrine and traditions. 

Anti-Yankeeism 
Not uncommon and for various 

good reasons. A little self-examina
tion on our part would make things 
very clear-or do we want them 
clear? 

Space Is Not All 
The long narrow and barren wastes 

of Southern Peru and Northern Chile 
are certainly spacious, but not a 
blade of grass in sight, and no civil
ization. The mountains change color 
and shape, the plateaus are of grey 
sand or red clay-but the rhythmic 
swish of a scythe is,never heard. 

Minerals Are Not All 
It may be guano, nitrate, copper,' 

borax, gold or silver-the narrow 
gauge brings its cargo to the docks. 
The voracious innards of the cargo 
ship swallow the uncouth raw ele
ments, belching out a dusty and 
smoky thanksgiving. , But the miner 
does not look back with loving affec
tion upon the hole in the ground or 
the, gaping pit as does the man who 
has reaped a plenteous harvest. The 
minerals are gone never to yield 
again, whereas the farmer looks for
ward to the coming springtime, to the 
growing summer, to another fruitful 
autumn. Civilization is not built by 
minerals or exploitation, but by an 
ever recurring tilling of the fields. 

Water Is All Important 
Civilization is based upon water. 

Water is essential to growth. God 
in His loving care and wise planning 
causes the moisture to fall from the 
heavens as asperges from on high, or 
places water at the disposal of man 
in the form of snows, rivers and lakes 
to be harnessed and guided to desert 
spaces that glare in the midday heat. 
Then growth-fruit and grain. 

Which All ExplaIns 
Why Argentina is the most prosper-

ous of the South American republics 
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and why the Middle West is really 
the center of North American civil
ization. 

3 x 12 Steaks 
At the Cabana or Estancia Res-

taurants in Buenos Aires--nothing 
more delicate and tastier-and all 
from grass-fed animals. 

In the days gone by Simpson's in 
London served the best roast beef in 
the world (Argentinean)-so all in 
all, it's not the quality of South 
American meat that keeps it from 
the North American market. We 
need not take it, but we should not 
lie about it. 

Needs of the World 
Most people are average people. 

Thank God I They: are not extraor
dinary but, being ordinary, they 
have more horse sense and are more 
reliable. They are the common peo
ple. They al,"e the best people. 

Any economic and social system 
which divides a nation into an elite 
class and a large amorphous group of 
'f~rgotten men is not natural; not 
.,.ehristian, not democratic, not safe, 
not conducive to the full development 
of human personality I . 

Superabundant riches and dire pov-
erty should be erased from the face 
of the earth-neither is necessary; 
both are harmful. 

The ConclusIon Came fIrst 
The premises need be very brief, 

South American land division, own
ership and use are not geared to the 
good of the common people. As they 
say in Latin: it's the causa malorum 
(the cause of evils )-not quite all, 
but almost all. 
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,4 ~4 ... 
The privilege of leadership implies 

the duty of knowledge, vision and 
effort. We as Catholic leaders should 
know the economic and social con
ditions of our Church's membership 
as well as. we know the number of 
baptisms, confirmations, marriages 
and the financial status of our par
ishes and institutions. ~ 

"It is precisely in this field [ eco
nomic] that the eternal salvation of 
souls is imperilled." (Benedict XV) 

It is theologically true th~t the 
natural forms the basis for the 
supernatural. Can we take it for 
granted that the natural exists as 
God intended it should? Has there 
been any tampering with it? 

~It.e g~ ... , 
Without being unduly pessimistic 

we point to certain facts which. ap
pear to us as true and alarming. 

P~ ... 
The majority of Catholics in the 

United States are wage earners and 
they do not possess productive prop
erty. 

"The native right to the use of 
material goods, intimately linked as 
it is with the dignity and other rights 
of the human person provides man 
with a secure, material basis of the 
highest import on whick to rise to 

. tke fulfillment, witk reasonable Ub
erty, of his moral duties." 

"To this right corresponds the 
fundamental obligation to grant 
private ownership of property, if 
possible, to all." (Pius XII) 

"No more proletarians, everybody 
proii>erty'owners." (Cardinal Suhard 
of Paris) 

~It.e dJ.~ ... 
The Catholic family is not repro

ducing itself. It takes approximately 
3.6 children per family having chil
dren to reproduce the race. The 
Catholic fannly of today does not 
average that number of chiltlren. 

". . . He should give to the fam
ily . . . space, light and air so that 
it may attend to its mission of per
petuating new life and of educating 
children." 
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"He should take care that the place 
of work be not separated from the 
home . . ." (Pius XII) 

We contend that not only higher 
wages are needed for the family, but 
we assert that the family must have 
its being in a surrounding which is 
in keeping with the demands of nat
ural law . "Therefore we demand: the 
gradual rise of every worker to the 
enjoyment of private property by a 
just wage policy, and· the establish
ment of living conditions which allow 
the worker to develop his personality 
and raise his family in a decent and 
healthy home, corresponding to his·~ 
needs." (French Cardinals and Arch
bishops) 

Urban existence nev~r did in the 
past, does not at the present and, 
as long as it remains as it is, cannot 
in the future furnish the family with 
the necessary natural background for 
the fulfillment of its natural and 
supernatural obligations .. 

What can be done to save the 
Catholic family? 

Even though urban parishes in the 
large cities may appear to possess all 
the historical and canonical requisites 
of a parish, we maintain that' they do 
not constitute a real parish in the 
historical Catholic sense. 

"I know mine and mine know Me" 
is an essential in p~sh life. A parish 
should be a sociological unit. It \ 
should possess stability in popula
tion. Its members should know one 
another. Urban pastoral work, no 
matter how zealous, efficient and 
tenacious, can never' be effective .. 
The natural basis and understruc
ture for the supernatural building of 
a Catholic parish are either too flimsy 
or they do not exist. 

~~ .•. JiOUA? 

The traditional American spirit of 
political independence and freedom is 
slowly but surely undermined by the 
spirit of reJiance upon the govern
ment. The three essential rights in a 
democracy are "to life, liberty. and 
property." Political liberty is a sham 
unless it is based upon economic lib-

N 
GO 

erty, and economic liberty is based 
upon . ownership of productive prop
erty. 

Propertyless workers and proleta
rian families can never be the cells 
of a truly democratic nation. What 
duty have we as Catholics to foster 
and help maintain Qur democratic 
institutions? 

.eeat:let.4. .eeacl . 
We may summarize our duties in 

brief words: 
to see and understand what is 

needed for "tke good life." 
to realize our power in showing 

at least to our peopletke way to 
"the good life." 

• SEGRETERIA 01 STATO 
01 

SUA SANTITA 

Hr. 91072 

It 18 a 
that, under 
Conference 
a ct1 vi ties aiming 
lIoc1al pr1,nc1ples.· 
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know that if we Catholics 
even some small measure of 
our inftuencewill help others 

see arlfl to do ~ 

Flee to the fields? NO. 
. Consider the machine as the twen

century devil? NO. 
Lower our standard of living? NO. 
We do not advocate an escape. 
We do not sponsor retrogression. 
We detest even the thought of be~ 

. unscientific. 
we do suggest certain starld

of measurement for Catholics. 
How do urban living and work 

Catholic personality? 

, Febl'l,UL17 22. 1945. 

to His Ho11ness to lea~~ 
the·Ame~can Ep1scopacy,the 

1I1despread and benef1cent 
app11cat1on of Christian 

Holy Father cord1ally bestows 
~ssociate8 the 1mplored 

How do urban living and work 
affect Catholic families? 

How do urban living and work 
affect Catholic parishes? 

How do urban living and work 
affect Catholic citizenship? 

By these standards we should also 
. judge postwar planning. 

The Catholic popUlation in the 
United States is unbalanc~d: over 
80 per cent of the CathQlics live in 
the large cities; approximately 66 
per cent in the eastern one-third of 
our· nation. We agree with Time 
that to have 71 per cent of Boston's 
popUlation Catholic is dangerous. 
It's a Frankenstein for the Catholic 
Church. It's a graveyard for some 
of the finest Catholic blood in Amer
ica. 

We advocate the balancing of our 
Catholic population. as we advocate 
the balancing of the population of 
the United States. Excessive urban-. 
ism is not good for a people. 

Our funeamental suggestion is 
"where there is a will, there is a 
way." 

Do we realize the need? Do we 
want it done? Many are the prob
lems, the difficulties and the excuses, 
but a ~ill to do can overcome them 
all. 

A foot in industry-a foot on the 
land. 

Industrialism, commerce and the 
services are on the increase. That need 
not mean more rented apartments or 
crowded urban living. There must 
be a place for the family: "property, 
space, light, air, living and making a 
living." Can modern progress and 
family well-being stand together? 
·Yes. It must be so and therefore it 
can be so. We follow the advice of 
our Bishops: 

"This reversal, without' depriving 
men of the benefits of industrial 
progress, would reinstate them as· 
independent home owners in rural 
communities. " 
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The Catholics of the East face this 
problem. Will· they lead in solving 
it? A study of the local situation is 
necessary. People; land availa\>le, 
transportation, church and scfi601 

, facilities, education for productive 
home living, are the essential elements 
in the solution of the problem. On 
the financial side, government or pri
vate credit should be used. We dare 
say that there is enough "Catholic" 
money in the East to finance all re
settlement projects that could be 
thought of during the next fifty years. 
Vision, perseverance, patience, educa
tion and hard work can do the rest . 

(!Jut an tlee .l!and . . • 

Farming on ~ full-time basis is 
neither advisable nor possible for the 
majority of our people. But why 
should we lose to the city not less 
than six out of ten children born on a 
Catholic farm? It is fair neither to 
the children nor to the rural parish. 

The causes for' the cityward move-' 
ment are both financial and social 

. ~d too often mental and religious . 

.,.:' The rural districts should be able 
to retain seven while contributing 
three to the dyiqg cities. 

There is room for good Catholic 
. farmers throughout the United States. 
New colonization projects present 
many difficulties; nevertheless, Cath
olic priests can be successful in lead
ing such ventures. 

We call for a strengthening of ex
isting rural parishes on a slow, intelli
gent, systematic and . financially 
sound basis. We advocate the foun
dation of Catholic Land Associations 
along Diocesan lines with local money 
and local responsibility. 

There must be a hope for the mil
lions of displaced workers. We have 
a dl:1ty to our returning service men 
and women. Must the government 
plan and do all things? What philo
sophical and moral ideals will such 
planning seek to fulfill? Have we 
Catholics vision to see, ability to 
plan, and willingness to carry 
through? EmphaticaHy YES. 

The challenge of tomorrow must 
be m~t today! 
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A NEW METHOD 
(Take it or leave it) 

Very Rev. H. B. Schnelten 

I s IT possible that the conventional 
method. of approaching the com

munion rail on Sundays in society 
grO\lps, one Sunday the Sodality' 
Girls, the next, the Young Men, then 
the Men and then the Altar Society, 
might not be the best approach t!l
wards advocating a regular commun
ion Sunday? 

One of our Catholic laymen hap
pened to be in one of our country 
towns in the Northwest on business 
for a month. As he attended Mass 
there, he heard the pastor announce 
that the following Sunday was regu
lar communion day for the S to Z 
group. The following Sunday he heard 
that the A to H group would receive 
Holy Communion. This strange an
nouncement having aroused his in
quisitive nature, he ascertained from 
one of the parishioners that their good 

. pastor encouraged, frequent commun
ion and even daily communion but 
that he emphasized communion in 
family groups. rather than society 
groups once a month. Upon further 
inquiry he found that the parish was 
alphabetically so divided that ap
proximately the same number of 
families received Holy Communion 

. each Sunday in family groups. 
This is indeed a new idea and when 

. you try to analyze the possible mo
tives underlying it, you must agree 
that it does have merit in any parish 
and particularly in RURAL PAR
ISHES. 

In the first place, it is the whole 
family that is having a monthly spirit
ual house-cleaning, it is the entire 
family that is entertaining our Lord 
as its guest. 

Secondly, loyalty to such a beau
tiful family custom would. be aided 
by the example of the father, or ,the 
persuasion of the mother should she 
have the upper hand in such matters 
or even by the children through their 
urging. All three together with the 
regular encouragement from the altar 
should produce the desired effect. 
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J:hirdly, the entire family could 
pile into the car together to go to 
confession and the following morning 
after Communion Mass, the family' 
could have breakfast together. This 
would make unnecessary breakfast at 
various hours of the morning, it would -
save on tire and gasoline, it would be 
doing thip.gs a family should do, in a 
family way. 

In connection with this method of 
thinking along family lines, last sum
mer I heard a layman, a convert to 
the Church who is a professor at one 
of our renowned universities, give a 
lecture on The Christian Family. He 
gave this lecture, mind you, to the 
?uns. His object, of course, was to 
Impress upon our teachers, the mould
ers of the men and women of tomor
row, the opportunity which was 

theirs, to in~ulcate into the minds and 
hearts of their. charges the impor
tance of Christian Family Living the . ' VIrtues of a truly Christian home. 
He not only impressed them with the 
ideals but also gave, to them methods 
whereby they might be helpful in as
sisting to revolutionize our present 
method of living and heIp reconstruct 
society along Christian Family Lines. 
That his lecture was not only inter
esting but instructive and successful 
as well was evidenced by the panel 
discussion which followed in which 
,the nuns participated with surprising 
and keen interest. ' 

Among the many constructive and 
fundamental ideals of Christian home 
living which he. developed, he was 
also critical of a rather universal cus
tom in which children are separated 

fr?m their parents on the occasion 
FIrst Holy Communion and r . 

d 
e~_ 

mente to the altar in a group. II 
expressed his own disappointmen~ 
when he as father and his wife w 

t 't d' ere no pennI te to br10g his childr 
h

en, 
as SOOj as t ey were sufficiently in-
structed, to the altar to receive 0 . 
Lord for the first time. ur 

Although this is a criticism I als 
th O k . ' 0 . 10 It. a very constructive sugges-
tIOn WhICh every pastor of souls will 
reco~nize. as having many wholesome ' 
ramIficatIOns, e.g., in the event, if for 
one of many reasons, one of the par
ents could riot be present, a proxy 
would be used. The parents would 
come to the church together with 
their child on the Sunday before the 
First Communion for a rehearsal of 
the ceremonies, they would be in
structed how to assist their child with 
the prayers in preparation for the re
ception of Our Lord. The day itself 
woul~ be one set aside for a family 
r:umon, the fatted calf would be 
kIlled for the occasion, the first com
municant would be given the place of 
honor between the parents at the 
!able, woul~ recite the prayers, etc., 
10 a word, 1t would be one big day 
of tlJe year in the history of that 
Christian Family and for that child. 

It is possible that the foregoing 
suggestion. might not be able to be 
made practical in some parishes and 
in others where a contrary custom has 
prevailed, the Christian Family 
Method would' have a prejudicial 
mentality against change to over
come. Nevertheless, in the light of 
the present day breakdown of the 
Christian Home, we do hope that the 
fostering of these ideals might result 
in thinking and planning along 
Christian Family lines. 

FLYING PADRE 
Goltry, Oklahoma. The Rev. 

George V. Johnson, rural pastor here, 
has taken to .the air to speed his 
duties. Flying' his small Luscombe 
plane, he finds it easy to reach his 
mission at Carmen, Okla., and the 
Enid Army Air Base, where he is 
auxiliary chaplain. Father Johnson 
also uses his plane to bless fields. His 
fellow priests remark that he literally 
d,rops in to visit them. 
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RMON OUTLINE 
VALIANT' WOMAN 

some homecrafts is certainly urged in 
this passage. 

"She made fine linen and sold it 
and delivered a girdle to the Cha
naanite." The Chanaanites were the 
merchants of that day. Through 
homecrafts the wife and children can E dwold w. O'l(fJU Ike 

The virtues oj the good wije and 
mother have been described by 
the Holy Spirit through the pen 
oj- King Solomon. 
I. STRENGTH oj mind and will 

and body is the characteristic 
mark oj the perject wije. 
a. Manual labor-a manijes

tation oj and source oj 
strength oj character. 

b. The valiant woman pro
vides jood and clothing jor 
her jamily. 

c. Homecrajts help support 
the jamily. 

d. Work and prayer in the 
home--a program jor sanc
tity. 

2. The valiant woman is trust
worthy and resourcejul. 
a. The Holy Spirit presup

poses that there is a large 
jamily. 

b. The jarm home is the en
vironment in which tlie 
magnificent personality oj 
the valiant woman takes 
jormmost readily. 

3. She practices charity and 
prudence. 
a. Charity begins at home. 
b. She' has opened her hands 

to the poor. 
c. She is wise and kindly in 

speech. 
4. She jears God. 

a. Beauty without virtue is 
dangerous. 

II. The reward oj the good wije and 
mother. 
a. Praise oj her children and hus

band, in word and in their 
conduct. 

b. Eternal reward-presence oj 
her children in heaven. 

In a prominent place in every 
kitchen we should inscribe this verse 
of the Book of Proverbs: "Who shall 
find a valiant woman?" As the wife' 
and mother of such a home goes 
about her work, she is reminded of 
the virtues of the perfect spouse out
lined by the Holy Spirit through the 
pen of Solomon. 

contribute toward the support of the 
family. This is especially true in a. 
rural home in which butter, cheese, 
clothing and similar articles can be, 
made for sale as well as for home 
consumption. Work which takes 
mothers away from their homes is 
doing much harm to society; work 
which can be done within the home 
is a source of blessing to the family 
and to society. 

Strength of Mind and Will and Body Work and pray! Prayer at work 
The' perfect wife is a "valiant is a time-teste'd program for sanctity. 

woman" who has "girded her loins Those fortunate children who work 
with strength and hath strengthened at home have a better opportunity 
her arm." Since it is true that many to learn to pray as they work than 
women are flighty and weak-willed, those who begin work only when they 
"far and from the uttermost coast is are old enough to go into a factory 
the price of her" of whom ft can be or office. . . , 
said that "strength and"-bea~ty are" " Trustworthy and Resourceful , 
her clothing." Just as a garment 'en-' . The heart of her husband trustetli 
velops the whole body, so this perfect .,vt m ~er;, and he shall have no nee~ of 
wife in her whole being and in all spOIls. The hus~and o! the valIant 
places goes about clothed in a gra- woman has n? mcentIv~ to seek 
cious courage and a courageous gra- ,:ealth by questI?nabl~ busI~ess pr~c-

,ciousness. Manual work is at once a tI~es, because hIS t~nfty WIfe mam-
manifestation of and a source of tams her household m frugal comfort 
strength of charactq of which the ~ven .tho.ugh his income ?~, sm~ll. 
Holy Spirit speaks. She IS lIke a merchant ShIP whIch 

And what are the "Strong things" 
to which, the valiant woman has 
put out her hand? "She, hath sought 
wool and flax and hath wrought by 
the counsel of her hands." "Her 
fingers have taken hold of the spin
dle." "All her domestics are clothed 
with double garments." "She hath 
considered a field and bought it; with 
the fruit of her hands she hath . 
planted a vineyard." In these days 
of rationing the value of a wife who 
plants a vineyard or a victory garden 
is apparent to all. A bit of advice 
urged by some is that no man should 
plan a victory garden too large for 
his wife to tend. It is hardly fair to 
ask the wife to do all the garden 
work, but certainly she should share 
this tas~. Although we need not ap
ply to 'our own times all the sugges
tions concerning the wool and flax 
and spindle, yet the re-establishing of 

sets out with trinkets of little value 
and returns, laden irith gold and 
spices and silks of great value. A 
resourceful wife makes good use of 
clothing and food which a careless 
wife would throwaway. She by her 
skills gives value to otherwise worth
less husks and rags. 

As we consider these virtues of the 
ideal wife, we conclude that the farm 
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home is the environment in which we 
would expect the magnificent person
ality of the valiant woman to take 
form. Moreover, the inspired writer 
is obviously speaking of the mother 
of a large family. The suggestion 
that "She hath looked well to the 
paths of her house," presupposes that 
the house is larger than a four room 
apartment: Knowing the paths in 
such a· house surely isn't worthy of / 
note. 

Charity and Prudence 
Charity begins at home. When 

Our Lord declared: "As long as you 
did it for one of these, the least of 
my brethren, you did it for Me," He 
was referring to the care of mothers 
for their children as well as the serv
ices rendered by' strangers to His 
least brethren. A mother provides 
for the needs of her children because 
it is her duty, because she has a 

natural maternal love for them, and 
also because Christ loves these chil
dren. She loves Christ and does good 
to those whom He loves. This is 
Charity, Charity within the home. 
Therefore "She hath risen in the 
night and given food to her house
hold and victuals to her maidens." 

The Charity of the valiant woman 
goes out to the stranger also, to the 
poor and unfortunate. "She hath 
opened her hand to the needy and 
stretched out her hands to the poor." 
A woman is by nature compassionate. 
It would be most unfortunate if this 
quality were not given an opportunity 
to grow in her. Her husband expects 
her to be thrifty, but he should not so 
limit her budget that she will be un
able to give alms to the poor. In this 
day of philanthropy and government 
dole there is a great need of alms 
given with a spirit of genuine Ghris
tian Charity. The valiant woman 
does not stretch out her hands to the 
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poor with an air of condescension. 
The mother of St. Bernard of Clair
vaux made the poor feel that they 
were doing her a service in accepting 
her alms. 

The valiant woman "hath opened 
her mouth to wisdom and the law of 
clemency is on her tongue." Pru
dence of this sort enables all the good 
traits just described to shine forth. 
On the,other hand a woman who is 
foolish and quarrelsome repulses 
everyone. By a moment of idle gos
sip or a fit of temper she undoes the 
good she accomplished over a period 
of many weeks. 

Fear of God 
"Favour is deceitful, and beauty is 

vain; the woman that feareth the 
Lord she shall be praised." The per
fect wife fears the just punishments 
of God. Moreover, since she loves 
God, she fears sin and anything that 
would separate her from Him. Beau
ty without this fear and love of God 
is a dangerous possession. The wom
an who has been gifted with beauty 
should thank God for it. and try by 

. her virtue to preserve it as an. as¥t 
and not let it become a curse to ner
self and her family. 

Reward 
The reward of the good wife and 

mother is rich indeed, for "Her chil
dren rose up and called her blessed; 
her husband and he praised her." 
"Give her of. the fruits of her hands 
and let her works praise her in the 
gates." Her husband and children 
by their words and by their conduct 
pay tribute to her. When we meet 
courteous, well-behaved children we 
conclude that they have an excellent 
mother. 

However these rewards do not com
pare with the reward that awaits the 
valiant woman in heaven. Largely 
through her virtues and labor, heaven 
will be peopled with several new 
souls. For all eternity their presence 

. there will be a source of intense joy 
and deserved honor to her. 

Let us, then, return to the kitchen 
in which a young wife and mother 
works. Let us read once more the 
inscription: "Who shall find a Valiant 
Woman?"· And let us realize the 
ideals and hopes and ambitions for 
both this life and the next which this 
verse suggests to her. 

A I(UfO/ Tf)(JsI If) ••• 
THE MOST REV. ALOISIUS J

MUENCH, D.D., Pontifical Com~ 
mission for the Sacred SCiences. 

THE MOST REV. PETER L. IRE- . 
TON, D.D., Bishop of Richmond. 

THE MOST REV. HENRY J 
O'BRIEN, D.D., Bishop of Hart~ 
ford. . 

THE MOST REV. JOHN F. 
O'HARA, D.D., Bishop of Buf
falo. 

THE MOST REV. EDWARD J. 
HUNKELER, D.D., Bishop of· 
Grand Island. 

THE MOST REV. JOHN K. MUS
SIO, D.D., Bishop of Steuben
ville. 

THE MOST REV. VINCENT 
STANISLAUS WATERS, D.D., 
Bishop of Raleigh. 

THE MOST REV. FRANCIS J. 
SC1!ENK, D.D., Bishop of 
Crookston. 

THE MOST REV. GERALD 
BERRY, D.D., Bishop of Peters
borough. 

THE MOST REV. JAMES L. 
CONNOLLY, D.D., Coadjutor 
Bishop of Fall River. 

THE MOST REV. JOHN ROD
ERICK MACDONALD, D.D., 
Coadjutor Bishop of Antigonish. 

THE MOST REV. FRANCIS G . 
KELLEHER, D.D., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Boston. 

THE RT. REV. MSGR. J. J. 
LEA,ltY, Domestic Prelate. 

THE REV. PAUL F. TANNER, 
General Secretary of the N.C. 
W.C. 

THE REV. CHARLES E. BERM
INGHAM, Director of Youth De
partment of N.C.W.C. 

MR. G. HOWLAND SHAW, 1945 
Laetare Medalist. 

FEAST OF ST. ISIDORE 
Pulaski, Wisconsin. A Rural Life 

Day in honor of St. Isidore, Patron 
Saint of Farmers, was held here May 
10. The Solemn Mass was celebrated 
by the Most Reverend Stanislaus 
Bona, D.D., Bishop of Green Bay; 
the Most Reverend Joseph H. Schlar
man, D.D., President of the National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, de
livered the sermon. The afternoon 
was devoted to an educational pro
gram. 

Assumption, Ohio. The first an
nual observance of the Feast of St. 
Isidore took place here May 14 and 
15. There were exhibits and demon
strationsof weaving and wood carv-

, ing. 
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eKED CORN 
Objection 

"You must answer the question 
,Catholic friends 'floor' me with: 
't you be just as good a Catholic 

the city as in, the country?' The 
rural Catholic Church has 

school, or at most one or two Sis
with inadequate' equipment; 'no 

training, rural or other
and so on. Or, as in Morgan 
, there is no church-and no 
no benediction; no school

no ~atechism. But, there are 
in this community, Catholic, 

I wonder about the children." 
L.N.D. 

ness the End 
"There seems often to be an 'em-

by omission' in LAND AND 
articles; an urging to take to 

land but a failure to indicate that 
ultimate reason is to provide a 

more fertile natural soil for growth 
in age, grace, and wisdom. This 
must be specific, pointed and illus

for generalities do not con
vince. Holiness the end, and rural 
life the means." 

L.N.D. 

The Answer 
"It seems to me essential to urge 

that Catholics, seeking the land, 
should seek nrst accessibility to the 
ordinary means He established to 
transfigure life from a pointless circle 
of growing food to eat, to gain weight 
to grow food, to a means by which 
all things-and most of all ourselves 
-fulfill their proper end: ad Majo
rem Dei Gloriam." 

L.N.D. 

The Garden of God 
In these days there are many un

certainties ahead, but one thing is 
definite. There is plenty of American 
soil which still can be improved and 
which will provide a living for a man 
and his' family if they are healthy, 
energetic and have the right attitude 
towards the land. 

A self -sustaining small holding is 
, still the best guarantee against un
certainties. It is a way of Iiving.close 
to the growth of nature, in which land 
can be transformed into a "garden" 

producing practically all the food ~ 
family needs and providing a firm 
foundation for other activities, small 
home industries, art, handicrafts, etc. 
Such holdings of perhaps five to 
twenty-five acres each could be 
linked together in local cooperatives, 
again on a self -supporting basis. I 
am sure there is plenty of rooin for 
these, as nuclei of neW cultural cen
ters. 'Thus could we create "The 
Garden of God" and man could find 
his highest satisfaction living in com
munities such as these. 

EHRENFRIED PFEIFFER 

Large Family Haven· 
Out on St. Charles Rock Road, a 

little northwest of St. Louis, there is 
a large sign: Village oj MARY 
RI DCE-A Subdivision Dedicated to 
I,.arge Families-A.M.D.C. 

Mary Ridge is a dream come 'true 
of a Catholic layman, 'Mr. Charles 
Vatterot, Jr., of St. Louis,Mo. • 

"I've been a real estate man fo~ 
twenty years," he said, "and! know 
from experience that' in many sub
divisions parents with a few children 
iust aren't welcome. That convinced 
~e of the need of something like 
this." 

The village of Mary Ridge stands 
today as a monument to the faith of 
this man who wanted to give home 
ownership to parents who, as he put 
it, "are brave enough, l.111selfish 
enough, and God-fearing enough to 
have large families in this birth-con
trol crazed world." 

The plan for Mary Ridge called for 
100 si:x-room houses, each with a half 
acre of ground. No flimsy modern 
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structures these, but built of brick or 
asbestos 'shingles, they constitute 
homes in which parents can place 
their confidence for the future. Each 
has a large living room and a good
sized kitchen, together with three 
ample bedrooms and a bath, all con
structed over a basement which in
cludes a {urnace and a garage. Still 
the houses were not built according 
to any factory pattern, for in a pleas
ing variety of structure and color they 
stand along the winding lanes of the 
village. All the homes were planned' 
to permit the owner to build an addi
tion to the rear-either in the way of 
bedroom or sun porth, as he should 
wish or need. 

Before Mary Ridge could get' 
started, it had ~o be financed. As the 
FHA bluntly tolo him that it would 
have nothing to d9 with it-this gov
ernment agency being apparently not 
interested in large families-Vatterot 
went to a local building and loan as
sociation. "At first they, too, thought 
that I was crazy," he afterwards re
lated, "but after I talked to them 

. ,two hours, I not only got the loan 
htIt also sold two or three of them 
't~ the idea of making a closed retreat 
with me. They'll back me up on any
thing now." 

When the homes were built, it was 
arranged to ,sell them to families of 
four or more children at cost: about 
$3,000. As it turned out to be quite 
difficult to find that many large fam
ilies within the first six months, it 
was decided to let fifty of the houses 
go to families of fewer than four 
children. These however, had to pay 
an additional $500, all of which went 
into the community fund to provide 
a playground, school buses, etc. The 
down payment amounted to approxi
mately $250, while the monthly pay
ments are about $27, which includes 
taxes, insurance, and a portion of the 
principal. Today, more than four 
years later, these houses have doubled 
in value. 

"Mary Ridge" is a unique venture 
in this land where large families are 
finding it increasingly difficult to find 
places built for them and landlords 
who want them. 

D. J. CORRIGAN 
The Ligourian 
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A Good Start 
Lanky, World War II veteran, Roy 

Rufus Hayes of Texas received the 
first farm loan to be guaranteed under 
the provision of the GI ~ill of Rights. 

Hayes' loan was closed only ten 
days after he formally stated his in
tention to apply for a guaranty, and 
less than one month after the county 
Farm Security Committees-plus an 
additional member for each commit
tee-were give~ the responsibility of 
,certifying GI Bill farm loans .. 

With his loan Hayes has bought a 
lOa-acre farm in Cass County, Texas, 
near his birthplace. The 35-year-old 
Texan already owns most of his farm 
')perating equipment. This year he 
will be working his own land for the 
first time. Before entering the' army 
in 1942 he· was a tenant farmer and 
grew up in a tenant family. 

His farming enterprise is expected 
to support himself, his wife, Joy Belle, 
and his three children-son, Esley, 
16; daughter, Lou Ella,S; and baby 
daughter, Imogene. 

Diversified farming is called for on 
the blueprint that Hayes has made 
out for his farm operations. He will 
have four cows, two mares, twelve 
pigs, chickens, a vegetable garden and 

'small orchard, ten acres of cotton, 
ten acres of corn, five acres of peas 
and three of peanuts. 

Hayes will have 20 years to repay 
his loan at 4 per cent interest. He 
obtained the loan from an official of a 
Texas steel corporation. 

"But I'll pay it off sooner than 
that," Hayes says confidently. 
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SCHNEIDERS 
This recipe came over from Switzerland with mother's family and 

was one which was used in the'village of Altdorf. Canton of Uri the 
birthplace of William Tell. where the Alois Huser family lived. • The 
recipe is still in use in our family. and has been reprinted several 
times by request. 

1 cup brown sugar 
1 cup shortening. lard is good 
2 eggs 
1 cup sour milk 
1 cup molasses 
1 tablespoon' ginger: little cinnamon 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
4 level teaspoons soda 
2 level teaspoons cream of tartar 
Flour for a medium soft dough 

Mix according to your favorite way. Spre~d dough. or we should 
call it batter this day and time. thinly in large buttered or paper-lined 
. pans. Bake in moderate oven. Cut into strips or fingers as soon as 
done. The texture of this' cooky is delicate. so handle accordingly. 
The taste is unusual and delightful. Frost if you wish with powdered 
sugar al!d water or cream frosting. with either almond or vanilla 
flavoring. 

Do's and Don'ts 

DO'S 

1. The government scheme of a 
year's training on the land with a 
guaranteed subsistence allowance is a 
very wise one. 

2. It is advisable to work for a . 
farmer who will show you every side 
of his trade, not merely turn an en
trant into a specialized hand, such as 
a tractor driver, or milker. 

3. If taken as a help to and nota 
substitute for training, a certain 
amount of reading of simple agricul
tural books assists in understanding 
the why and wherefor of farming 
methods. 

4. If a townsman is hoping to enter 
farming and is married or engaged, 
it is essential that his wife or fiance 
should know, understand and approve 
his choice of rural occupation. 

5. Always consult a really knowl
edgeable, 'trustworthy local man, with 
no axe to grind, before purchasing 
any land. 

Susan Frawley Eisele. 

DON'TS 

1. DO)1't buy land: 
(a) without having a mind 
fully made up after experience 
on the land that you really want 
either to become a small holder, 
or a full time countryman. 
(b) without proper knowledge 
of its agricultural usefulness. 
(c) without inquiring about ac
cessabiIity' to markets in what~ 
ever branch of farming or horti
culture you wish to take up. 
(d) Don't be led into buying 
poor land because it is cheap. 

2. Don't count on' being able to 
specialize with pigs and chickens on 
a few acres after the war. 

3. Don't think that country life is 
easy, and that because the country
man is sometimes slow, he is either 
unskilled or a fool: 

4. Don't think you will grow rich: 
(a) You will not have as big a 
cash reward as you would get 
from many less onerous and 
difficult jobs in industry. 

THE EARL OF PORTSMOUTH' 

The Weekly, Review 
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5 THE BERRIES \ 
fA True SIDry) 

I was a copywriter in Chicago from 
college graduation in June 1928. 

June 1933, and then, with a dime 
my pocket, I struck out for the 

country, as the agency for which 
hadn't paid us in six weeks 

meant FUNDLESS and no 
of getting our back pay. 

I walked for three weeks, in easy 
sleeping in barns, haystacks, 

occasionally in a farm house, 
my food, and asking for work 

the road. Finally, five miles 
a prosperous little city of 25,000 
I came upon a roadside village 

.seventeen houses, seven of which 
vacant. 

I went to the door of the largest 
three-story house with 

windows-and when an old 
supporting herself with a cane, 

am;wered my summons, I said: "I 
work." 

"Corne in," she said. 
I followed her 'down a hall to the 

kitchen where the aroma of coffee 
made me faint. "Sit here," she said, 

. indicating a place at the tahle, and 
in a jiffy she had set two eggs. fried 

butter, before me, three slices of 
bread and a bowl of strawberries cov
ered with cream. Then came coffee. 
I was hungry. Naturally, I did justice 
to the meal. She sat across from me, 
questioning; 

The outcome was she hired me for 
$2 a week to do her work, and she 
meant WORK. 'I grasped at it, and 
there began for me an apprenticeship 
that was arduous, but enjoyable. 

She had four acres, a cow, fifty 
hens, a dog, two cats, an acre of 
strawberries, and a small garden of 
vegetables. 

I learned to hoe, to pull weeds, to 
set late cabbage, and to' pick straw
berries. There were hen houses to 
clean, eggs td prepare for market, a 
cow that I learned to milk, and, 
finally, I did the churning. 

Chicago born and bred, I loved the 
land. Winter evenings I would read 
old agricultural journals. I was hun
gry for knowledge of the land. In 
the spring we set all available hens, 
and that winter we kept 150 layers. 

Mrs. Merrill was an inveterate 
~orker. She had no i"elatives. I liked' 
to hear her tell how' she had come 
from Milwaukee to teach the village, 
school, had taught it twenty years, 
and then married Silas Merrill. . 

Summers we worked 16 and 17 
hours a day. Working in the berries 
was fascinating. , 

I was with her four years when, 
of her own accord, she advanced my 
wages to $3 a week. The food was 
excellent-milk and cream in pro
.fusion, butter, eggs, fruit and vege
tables. She taught me to cook, to ' 
piece quilts, to knit. 

In a way we were kindred spirits. 
She, too, was an only child, and had 
no relatives. She often remarked she 
never expected to find anybody like 
me-so willing and such a, good 
worker .. ' 

I had written to the city, to different 
agencies, asking for work, not men
tioning it to her, and always the 
answer was the same: NOT TAKING 
ANYBODY ON. I had to stay, and 
knew I could be lots worse off than 
working for $3 a week, getting an 
education in agriculture, and enjoying 
my work. 
. In time I stopped trying to get 

work in the city and settled down to 
a life in a village where berries, ap
ples, eggs' and vegetables kept me 
busy. 
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I was getting $3 a week in Decem
ber 1941 when war came to us, and 
as I visualized the boom now in ad
vertising agenies, I again wrote to 
Chicago for work. 

In November, 1942, I was offered 
a good position, and was seriously 
considering it when Mrs. Merrill fell 
and broke her leg. I banished all 
thought of going, gave myself over 
to nursing her, and by the time she 
was out and about in the spring of 
1943, she wasn't able to superintend, 
her berries. I took over, and as labor 
was hard to get, my hours were long. 

When the crop was sold she gave 
me half of the check. My share was 
$1,100! 

She said I had' been appreciative, 
kind, loyal, and from now on it was 
a 50-50 basis. 

This past season (1944), despite 
the increasing shortage of farm work
ers' we planted two more acres of 
berries and harvested every plant. 
Our profit was a glorious figure ... 

-c,and then in November of 1944 Mrs. 
, Merrill died, leaving me the lovely 

old house and the plot of land. Soon 
after I was offered, through a friend, 
a good position in a city advertising 
agency. I'm staying here with the 
berries, doing a work that helps every
body, including myself, and being 
happy at it. 
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LOVE MADE' VISIBLE 
JfJseplJine D raoek 

"yOUR enthusiasm for the farm 
won't last," both my city friends 

and my country neighbors prophesied 
patronizingly. "Wait till you've had 
a good taste of the hard work that' 
farming involves." The fear of work, 
the distaste for manual labor, form 
a great stumbling block, especially 
in the minds of young women, to 
any landward movement. My friends 
in Chicago who are planning to raise 
a family in a kitchenette apartment 
(how large a family?), my friends 
in the country who ar~ dreaming of 
office jobs in the city, are all living 
by a philosophy of avoiding work 
which, keeps them from so much' as 
glimpsing the possibilities' of ·life on 

'the land. No amount of labor saving 

.. 

devices will make these young women 
rural minded. Fundamentally, what 
is needed is a new sense of values, 
that will give work its true place in 
life. We need a vision of work, its 
meaning, its dignity, its function in 
human growth. And those of us 
who have been raised in the limiting 
circumstances of our large cities need 
a rich and varied experience of man
ual work as well. It has been my 
great good fortune to have both the 
experience and the theory at the 
Grailville Agricultural School for 
Young Women during the past year. 
I have done all kinds of work-milk
ing cows, cleaning the barn, feeding 
the animals' on starlit winter morn
ings, scrubbing floors and painting 
walls, cooking meals and washing 
clothes-and I see more and more 
clearly how work enlarges and en
riches human life. As my experience 
and understanding grow, I become 
more and more enthusiastic about the 

rural homestead and the creative work 
it demands. 

What 15 'Work? 
It is only natural that work should 

enrich us, for God has made man 
to work. To labor with mind and 
body has been man's portion from the 
beginning. Adam and Eve were meant 
to work in Eden. "And the Lord God 
took man and put him into the para
dise of pleasure to dress it and to 
keep it." The pain and the sweat, 
the hardship and the contradiction 
which we experience in work are a 
result of the fall, but the work itself 
is part of God's original plan for us, 
part of the joy that Adam and Eve 
knew, in paradise. Physical labor, 
when it is truly human, uses all the' 
marvelous powers that God has given 
us-the supple strength of body, the 
driving force of will, th~ d,ar vision 
of intelligence. We tenl¥'to forget 
this in the modern world because so 
much of the manual work we know 
is divorced from thought and re
sponsibility. Filling boxes on a con
veyor belt or typing to the steady 
drone of the dictaphone hardly meas-' 

. ures up to the full concept of human 
work. Fully human labor demands 
cooperation of head and hands; our 
bodies are meant to reflect and ex- . 
press the power of our minds. 

A School of Life 
Work with our hands is one of the 

grea,t means of educating ourselves, 
developing the powers of body and 
mind. "Work," says Ade Bethune, 
"is man's greatest school of life. The 
most valuable lessons of our lives we 
have learned only at the cost of the 
great suffering of work." Work well 
done strengthens the body, sharpens 
the intelligence, matures the charac
ter, enriches the spirit. 

If we learn to use our bodies prop
erly in ordinary tasks-sweeping, 
digging, hoeing, lifting-we can· de
velop strength and grace of move-' 
ment. The free and rhythmic gesture 
bf the sower, the magnificent posture 
of the peasant women accustomed to 

carrying loads balanced on 
heads, are fruits of daily 
Health, vitality, strength, F.LC'C\_~~I 
result from fulfilling our vocation as' 
workers. ' 

Intelligence grows, too, under the 
discipline of labor. Work well done 
develops initiative and imagination to 
conceive the vision of the finished 
product. It demands foresight, power 
to plan and to organize people and 
materials. It involves greatknowl_ 
edge and love' of materials, of their 
properties, and limitations, so that 
we will use each one according to its 
nature. It demands concentration 
and judgment to make the hundred 
decisions that will arise in the par
ticular circumstances, affecting the 
quality of the result. 

. Most of all, work molds character. 
Patience, humility, reverence are all 
part of the price of mastery. Work 
demands effort and courage to over
come obstacles, perseverance and 
generosity to go on when aching 
muscles protest. and the task looms 
large. It is through the countless de
cisions made in ordinary daily work 
that a human character is forged. 

~ Love Made Visible 
The work of our hands is our 

great means of making our love prac
tical and genuine. "Little children," 
says St. John, "love not in word 
but in deed and in truth." By our 
work we show our love in need to 
our fellow men. 

And what is it to work with love? 
It is to weave cloth with threads 

drawn from your heart, even as 
if your beloved were to wear that 
cloth. . 

It is to build a house with affection, 
even as if your beloved were to 
dwell in that house. 
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is to sow seeds with tenderness and 
reap the harvest with joy, even 
as if your beloved were to eat 
the fruit. 

is to charge all, things you fashion 
with a breath of your own spirit 
to know that all the blessed dead 
are standing about you and 
watching. 

if you cannot work with love, 
but only with distaste, it is 
better that you should leave your 
work and sit at the gate of the 
temple and take alms of those 
who work with joy. 
if you bake bread with indiffer
ence, you make a bitter bread 
that feeds but half man's hunger. 
if you grudge the crushing of 

the grapes, your grudge distills a 
poison in the wine. 
if YQU sing though as angels, 

and love not the· singing, you 
muffle man's ears to the voices 
of the day and the voices of the 
night. 

Work is love made visible. By my 
I satisfy a real need in my 

family, in my neighbor. I do some
'thing necessary and valuable, no 

how small or ordinary the 
I am not a parasite; I am a 

a responsible human being, 
-'lll'U'd"" my contribution to mankind. 

this light, the humblest and mean
est tasks-scouring the pots, dispos
ing of the refuse-take on a, great 
value and dignity, for they become 
the vehicle of love, the means by 
which· I fulfill 'my function in the 
human family. My work is my gift, 
the gift of myself in love to my neigh
bor, the gift of myself to God in 
my neighbor. 

A Praise of God , 
By the work of our hands, we can 

praIse God. In fact, it is one of our 
main means' of praising him. "Ora et 
labora," said St. Benedict. And out 
of the wisdom of the integral Chris
tian life as he lived it, his motto 
has come to us in an even clearer 

'form: "Laborare est orare." Work 
is praise and prayer. Every kind of 
work, even the very simplest and 
most unimportant, can be a praise 
of God if we offer it, to Him and 
do it as well ,as we can, with all our 

SURVEYOR'S CHAIN 
Sister Mary Immaculate, C.S.C. 

My land's bound south and west 
By a blue-green tape of water; 
Woods, for north, march; east, 
Frontiers of stone. 
From any point you stand your eye can compass 
The sun in length or width of all I own. 

A narrow world, you say. for life 
Or singing. Measure if you can 
How deep, how high. 
Do not stretch your chain from ground 
To pinnacle. True zenith here is God,' 
The nadir, I. 

intelligence and care. It is not only needs the outlet of manual work to 
the big, important sounding tasks like preserve a healthy balance, for women 
writing books or building bridges or especially. Work brings freshness of 
making music that give God glory. insight and renewed energy to prayer, 
All the little, ordinary tasks of every and prayer brings vision and motive 
day~washing the dishes, scrubbing to work. 
the floor, weeding the garden-can Working With Creation 
become a beautiful song of praise Whenever we ,work, we are like 
to Him. As Gerard Manly Hopkins God, the great Workman who made 
writes in his notebooks: heaven and earth. By our work we 

become co-creators with Him. He has 
"Turn then, my brethren, and give, .. purposely left His work unfinished, 

God glory. You do say grace at meals , ~ that we might have the joy of 
and thank and praise God for your working with Him, sharing His crea-
daily bread. So far, so good. But tive activity. Of course, we know 
thank and praise Him now for every- that God creates; we only make. But 
thing. When a man is in God's grace our making is the shadow and imi-
and free from mortal sin, then every- tation of His creating, and gives us 
thing that he does, so long as there new insight into that sentence full 
is no sin in it, gives God glory, and of mystery: "In the beginning, God 
what does not give him glory has created the heavens and the earth." 
some, however little, sin in it. It is God says "fiat," and out of nothing 
not only prayer that gives God glory, His idea is bodied forth in the birds 
but work. Smiting on an anvil, saw- of the air, the fishes (If the sea, the 
ing a beam, whitewashing a wall, driv- animals and plants of the face of the 
ing horses, sweeping, scouring, every- earth. We think and plan, we scheme 
thing gives God some glory if being in and contrive, we try again, by a tor-
His grace you do it as your duty. To turous process before we achieve the 
go to communion worthily gives God finished work. But we have the God-
great glory,but to take food in thank- like. power of shaping matter to our 
fulness and temperance gives Him idea, leaving the imprint .of our in-
glory too. To lift up the hands in telligence and will upon the world. 
prayer gives God glory, but a man When God had finished His work, 
with a dung . fork in his hand, a "He sawall the things that He had 
woman with a slop pail, give Him made, and they' were very good." 
glory too. . He is so great that all Every good worker contemplating 
things give Him glory if you mean his finished work shares in a small 
they should. So then, my brethren, way God's joy in creating and grows 
live." a little closer to Him. 

Christian life is meant to be an The Sacramental View 
organic whole in which work and When Christ entered our world, 
thought and prayer are the necessary He lifted up all creation, all our life, 
complements of each o~her. An in- all our work, to a new level, the level 
tense intellectual and spiritual life of His divine life. Every physical 
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object, every bodily action, is a sym
bol of a spiritual reality, a sign post 
pointing our minds to the invisible 
world. Everything we see, every ges
ture we make, is full of meaning, if 
we know how to read the symbols and 
to interpret what they tell us of our 
life in Christ. That is why the Church 
blesses all sorts of common objects
bread and butter and cheese and 
houses and barns and animals-to 
remind us to see the sacramental 
meaning of our work and to use all 
things for God's glory. That is why 
she prays in the blessing of bread; 

"0 Lord Jesus Christ, bread of 
angels, living bread of eternal life, 
vouchsafe to bless this bread as thou 
didst bless the five loaves in the des
ert, that all who eat of it may receive 
health of mind and body." 

All bread is holy because it re
minds us of the living Bre~d who 
has come down from heaven to give 
life to the world. In some Catholic 
countries the sense of the sactamen-

tal quality of bread is so strong, that 
it is always treated with special rev
erence and never thrown away or 
wasted. Our Lord has given us an
other part of the meaning of bread. 
"The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a leaven which a woman took and 
hid in three measures of meal until 
the whole was leavened.'" Slowly, 
mysteriously the yeast works in the 
warm dough, until by imperceptible 

I degrees it rises above the edge of the 
! bowl. With firm hands, the baker 
kneads the spongy mass down, flat
tens it against the bottom of the pan. 
In a little while, the mass has risen 
again, under the gentle, insistent 
working of the yeast. That is the way 
God's church works in the world; 
that is the image of the apostolate. 

Then there is the washing up and 
the 'cleaning that form such a large 
part of a woman's life. Whenever we 
put things in order, we can think of 
God's creative power establishing the 
order of the universe. When we 

,/ 

RELIGION AND HAYSEEDS 
Cirioni~~t~. Virginkl Costodosi 

T HE farmer is one who cultivates 
the fields. This is the only word 

which can describe the worker of the 
soil without insinuating disdain. This 
is due, perhaps, to the fact that the 
word "agriculturist" refers not only 
to the person who works the soil but 
also to the one who owns lands and 
has them cultivated. 
, The word "farmer" refers to the 

person who lives and works on a farm. 
Neither the sound of the word 
"farmer" nor its meaning contain 
anything disrespectful; yet this word 
is unfairly and inevitably distorted in 
a disparaging sense. Any city-dweller 
wishing to offend someone he con
siders uncouth or ill-bred will always 
deride him with the epithet of: 
"farmer." As much, and worse, can 
be said of the synonyms of "farmer," 
such as "rustic," "Hick," "hayseed." 
Although it is beyond doubt that the 
"farmer," in his simplicity, is often 
more gracious and more generous 

than many city-dwellers, nevertheless 
the terms which refer to him have 
come to acquire a derogatory mean
ing.' Sad to say, this deplorable lin
guistic phenomenon is the evident re
sult of a long tradition of disdain 
toward the peaceful worker of the soil 
as though he were a member of an in
ferior species. It is one of the many 
social injustices which past centuries 
have bequeathed to the farmer and ! 

which the farmer, aware of his moral 
dignity and rights, had the generosity 
to bear. This injustice is all the more 
glaring and shocking when we con
sider that all over the world the farm
ers represent a great majority of the 
population. 

If the farmer were useless to society 
or his work so valueless that it made 
him a public charge, a dead weight in 
society, these scornful appellations 
might be explained, if not justified. 
But on the contrary, the farmer per
forms such an .important and decisive 

straighten out the cupboard, or 
the cellar, or weed the garden, 
can think of God's wisdom, 
reaches fr~m end to end mightily 
sweetly disposing all things." Or, we 
can think of Christ's redemptive 
power renewing and restoring all 
things. "Behold, I make all things 
new" is a text which can turn spring 
house-cleaning into a meditation. Our 
daily work is full of meanings and 
constantly opens new vistas to the 
mind, if we only know how to read 
God's sacramental writing in our lives. 

It is to be hoped that many young 
women will come to a fuller under
standing and appreciation of manual 
labor. For when they see the mean
ing llnCl value of work, then they will 
rejoice in it and will seek truly hu
man, creative work for their own per
sonal development, for the service of 
their neighbors, for the praise of God. 
That search will lead many young 
women to the rich, full life of the fam
ily on the land. 

function in the general economy of a 
nation both as a producer and tax
payer and as an element of order. that 
he is a country's greatest strength. 

Just think of the treasures he ob
tains from the earth: he is a producer 
not of coal or metals hut of the pri
mary necessities of life. Not only 
that, but being alien as a rule to politi
cal factions, the farmer is an impor-
tantfactor in civil order. ' 

Thus, the farmer is not merely a 
"dead weight" in a nation. In fact, 
he is the very backbone of the nation 
not only as a producer but as a faith
ful, important taxpayer. He has 
constantly given to the public treas
ury, directly and indirectly, a propor
tionately greater measure of his re
turns than the wealthy class and 
other groups of workers. 

During the first World War, no 
other class made a' more generous 
contribution in strength, valour and 
blood. And in the difficult postwar 
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who was more loyal to his 
than the farmer? Through

that tense period of party strife 
widespread spirit of rebellion, 

agricultural masses alone gave a 
example by their obedi

to law, their moderation and 
industriousness. 

There is, therefore, no explanation 
justification for that widespread 

and disdain shown towards farm-

To vindicate the farmer's right to 
dignity and freedom is a 

of human, social, civil and even 
justice. And if these pages 

any way help to further that end, 
writer will feel gratified as a 
, as an Italian and as a son' of 
folk. 

The farmer, however, who spends 
greater part of his life in the 

who works and sweats beneath 
sun, must never forget that "the 
is the shadow of God." 

Sublime in the lanes bf the firma
giving light and warmth and 

to all things, does not the 
~un speak of Him Who keeps it sus

in the infinite spaces of the 
11n"",,,.,,,,; of Him Who from the im

of His glory, takes such 'an 
in this little earth of ours and 

its inhabitants? And then again, 
budding and falling of the leaves, 
succession of the seasons tell of 
Jrailty of human life, which, 

h(m",,,,.a~, is not forever extinguished 
the gloomy silence of the sepulchre, 

on the contrary is rekindled and 
made perpetual; just as the grain of 
wheat which is deposited in the bosom 
of earth, and precisely when it would 

to rot, germinates instead, then 
Olossoms and multiplies. 

Living close to nature, the farmer 
beholds these phenomena. For all 
his simplicity, he hears their voices 
which speak a language clearer and 
truer than any other, for they are 
like the echoes of the word of God. 
And so. because of the happy circum
stances of his way of life, the farmer 
is brought closer to God. But God is 
truth. And if indeed, truth begets 
hatred, behold thefarmer will be a 
victim of hatred; and in this, he could 
not be in better company. It is writ
ten: "Hate not laborious works, nor, 
husbandvy ordained by the most 
High." 

Let no one, show surprise at this 
sudden comparison between God-<a.nd 
the farmer, for this is precisely my' 
point. 

One day, as was His custom, Jesus 
was in the country, in a vineyard 
probably, surrounded by His apostles 
and the enthusiastic multitudes who 
always followed Him. 

Jesus spoke. 
And he spoke of a life entirely dif

ferent from this earthly one, a life of, 
which His Heavenly Father was the 
Invisible Center-the spiritual life. 
His listeners were simple people, for 
the most part farmers or lake fisher
men. On the other hand, His dis
courses were difficult to understand, 
difficult even for the learned. How 
was He to make Himself clear to such 
listeners? The countryside stretch
ing out before Him, the presence of 
farm folk probably on their way to 
their vineyards to prune their vines, 
suggested the subject of His talk: "I 
am the true vine; and my Father is 
the Husbandman." 

God, the Eternal Father, a hus
bandman! 

That Jesus should compare Him
self to the way leading to the goal, 
to the light shining in the darkness, to 
the cornerstone of the house, to the 
shepherd leading his flock to pasture, 
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to ,the faithful steward, to the bread 
we eat and even to the vine is quite ' 
understandable when we reflect that 
He wished to follow to the very end 
the way of humiliations and self-an
nihilation. But that Jesus, Who came 
on earth not only to redeem mankind 
but to glorify His Heavenly Father 
should compare Him to a Husband
man, would seem to us almost irrever
ent and blasphemous if this appel
lation were not recorded in the Gospel 
of St. John, the beloved Disciple 
whose greater intimacy with Jesus 
favored him with the deepest insight 
into the Divine Mysteries. That 
Jesus should have called His Father a 
'husbandm~n is proof' enough of the 
infinite tenderness He bears towards 
the farmers of all time. 

If any farmer in his hour of relax
ation should come across this, let him 
understand that it was written just 
for him so that from time to time he 
may refresh his spirit in God; so that 
he may learn more and more to love 

'and honor the Divine Husbandman; 
, §B'that he also may merit a blessing 

similar to that of the aged patriarch, 
Isaac, to his son, Jacob: 

"Isaac said to him: 'Come near me, 
and give me a kiss, my son.' 

"He came near, and kissed him. 
And immediately as he smelled the 
fragrant smell of his garments, bless
ing him, he said: 'Behold the smell of 
my son is as the smell of a plentiful 
field, which the Lord hath blessed.' 

" 'God give thee the dew of heaven, 
and of the fatness of the earth, abun
dance of corn and wine.''' 

Jesus, The Friend of the Farmer, 
, Chap. I. 

Poland and St. Francis 
Hilaire BelIoc says that Poland is 

the test of European stability and 
peace. We wonder if the Polish peo
ple in the United States may not hold 
the key to Catholic rural de.velop
ment. They are of peasant stock and 
they love the family, property and 
national traditions. Can those be 
developed elsewhere than in the coun
tryside? Can artificial, man-made, 
urban set-ups ever become stable and 
secure? ' 
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OTHER LANDS 

From Dublin 
Kilkenny, our "marble city," and 

seat of the Irish Government when 
the Confederate Catholics resisted 
Cromwell, was the scene of this year's 
Rural Week, organized by Muintir 
na Tire, our Overenbund. 

Rural problems were debated with. 
customary zest, but the most remark
able event was an address by the 
Archbishop of Cardiff, who spoke in 
Gaelic, and exhorted Irishmen to go 
back to the land in as great numbers 
as possible. Dr. McGrath, who has 
laboured so fruitfully in Wales, where 
he speaks the Cymric tongue and 
wins hearts by his sympathy with the 
racial pride of Welshmen, expressed 
in his address the realism of the Celt, 

who knows that he can preserve his 
numbers and his ideals, only by 
mUltiplying on the ancestral soil. 

It was interesting and encouraging, 
too, that the Protestant Bishop of 
Ossory attended the gathering and 
expressed his people's desire to share 
in the rural regeneration lor which 
the organization works. Dr. Phair 
pleaded for a friendlier spirit "be
tween nation and nation, Church and 
Church, individual and individuaL" 
His fine Anglo-Irish idealism, drawn 
instinctively by a movement that 
sprang from the old race and Catholic . 
thought, is one more token of that 
trend towards reconciliation which all 
the better minds of Protestant Ireland 
reveal. 

The leaders of Muintir na Tire 
expressed delight at the report of the 
Vocational Commission. In effect, 
the advice in which this official in-

'quiry has issued, agrees with what 
the voluntary body has advocated so 
long. Here, for example, is what 
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the Commission says about women's 
part in country life: 

"The Report suggests that 'within 
each rural parish guild, a separate 
and largely autonomous section 
should be formed for the wives, 
mothers, and young women of the 
parish as representing the purely 
domestic needs and interests of the 
family or household. 

"This group would organize the 
interest and co-operation of the 
parish women in all services provided 
by central or local authorities or 
voluntary bodies. 

"It would consider suggestions to 
improve local facilities in water sup
ply, dispensaries, supply and price of 
fuel, foodstuffs and clothing, school 

. hours. 
"It should be ready. to undertake 

the execution of proposals and to 
organize local collabClration in utiliz
ing any grant or assistance 'fr~ out-
side bodies. J/ 

"The women's section should share 
responsibility in the provision of 
sound and healthy entertainment, and 
in maintaining a high standard of 
decency in social life." 

The Catholic Herald, London 

Broadcast to India 
In a broadcast to India, Sir John 

Russell, a recognized international' 
expert on food, advised that one of 
the surest means of securing a higher 
standard of living for the peasants 
and cultivators of that Empire could 
be obtained by extending the range 
of production and by improving their' 
livestock and producing more milk 
and fruit. The Madras Journal of 
Co-operation agrees that unless some 
such program is adopted and carried 
out, it would remain impossible "to 

create conditions favorable for 
promotion of a higher standard 
living." 

But, and this appears to us 
cant, Sir John thinks the use of trac_' 
tors will be a necessary n,..~ ~.,-.. 

for the increase of production, while 
he realizes that the small farmers in 
India cannot as individuals afford to 
buy and own such machines. There
fore he advises: 

"The small farmers can, however 
get much benefit from machine~ 
owned and worked by co-operative 
societies and that is one of the many 
reasons why small farmers in any 
country, especially India, should learn 
to co-operate. It enables them to do 
so much:" 

The Indian journal referred to 
makes its own this suggestion: 

"May we commend the words of 
Sir John Russell to the attention of 
our local Beaverbrooks. In the post- , 
war reconstruction schemes, specially 
meant for the settlement of demobi
lized soldiers, the use of modern im
plements of production will be neces
sary. What better methods for own
ing tqese implements can be found 
than that 'of co-operation? We hope 
at least its utility, apart from its 
idealism, will ensure. its adoption." 

The same problem exists in our 
country. Small farmers will not, we 
are confident, be able to sustain 
themselves on the land for any length 
of time, if each one struggles along 
depending on his own resources. He 
will meet the competition of men 
possessed of capital, wilCl will be able 
to reduce the cost of production by 
making use of machines on an ex
tensive scale. The small farmer will, 
in that case, find himself in the posi
tion of the owners of shops and small 
factories, who lost out in the struggle 
with financially stronger competitors. 
Due to a number of circumstances, 
the industrial labor market may in the 
not too distant future be saturated. 
In that eventuality,' the small farmer 
would be forced to accept work as a 
farm laborer. Unless he should 
choose the only other alternative: 
.Establishment of collectivized farms 
according to the communistic pattern. 

Social Justice Review 
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URAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

T6e "Defenders of the Faith," of 
the Rev. Richard Felix, O.S.B., 

director, have with the approval of 
Most Rev. Moses E.Kiley, Arch

of Milwaukee, acquired title 
acres of land midway between 

and Milwaukee for the estab
of a new Benedictine com

The "Defenders of the Faith" 
to expand their work in the home 

nts,slonary field, particularly in the 
of vocations to the re-

Claire College, 3195 South Su
Street, Milwaukee, will offer 

courses of special interest to 
teaching in. rural districts, 

the summer session, June 18 
27. 

The course in co-operatives will be 
by Rev. J. J. Holleran, M.A., 

St. Francis Seminary, and the one 
nature study for elementary teach

by Sister Mary Aquin, O.S.F., 
F. T. Price, agriculture in

'st.,.nc1-.or. will give the courses in Ag
for Elementary Teachers. 

co-author of a series of hand
entitled Junior Farmer's Hand~ 
for use in junior high schools. 
trips, laboratory experiments 

projects, will constitute part of 
courses in agriculture and nature 

Specialists in the field, and men 
in things rural, will be on 

list of guest speakers. 

Sixty girls, representatives from 
and youth groups throughout 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis, and 
Diocese of Evansville, met at the 

Acad1em,y of the Immaculate Concep-
Ferdinand, Indiana, to discuss 

S'''rin'I1Ql" in the form of a course, their 
Catholic young women in the 

·U,1IJu.,rIl world. The program was or-
a committee of priests who 

diI~ec'tine: the ltural Leadership , 
o~~~::~~~:~WhiCh is headed by the 
R ' Marchino, pastor of St. 

church, Washington. 
Four students from Grailville, Ohio 

assisted in the presentation of the 
program. 

The aims of the course were three
fold. -First, to give those attending 
an understanding of the need of a 
fervent Catholic laity under the guid
ance of the hierarchy, to combat the 
problems of the modern world. Sec
ond, to bring out the part of women 
in the lay apostolate, particularly in 
rural life. And, third, to offer sugges
tions and ideas for the· promotion of 

. apostolic action in parish and commu
nity life. 

"Down Country Lanes" is a new 
column appearing in the Fargo Dioce
san paper OathoZic Action News: It is 
full 'of timely items interesting to 
both country pastors and farmers. 
The writer is Reverend Lloyd J. Hyl
den, Diocesan Rural Life Director. 

Two Ark!UlSas publications of inter
est are The Oooperative Promotor 
and The. Isidorian. The Oooperative 
Promotor is a six-page paper devoted 
to local and national items of inter
est to co-op members. It is edited 
by the Reverend Michael Lensing, 
O.S.B., and published by the New 
Subiaco Abbey. 

Over the signature "Your Pastor's 
Pen" ,Reverend Fabian Diers!ng, 
O.S.B., gives to his parishioners in 
their weekly bulletin The Isidorian, 
practical farming hints as well as 
meditations for the week. 

In Tllis Issue,' 
REV.W.C.HRADECKY 

From Protivin, Iowa, a rural pas
tor, a Diocesan Rural Director for 
the Dubuque Archdiocese, a writer of 
note, a speaker of renown. 

RT. REV. E. J. FLANAGAN 
Yes, the famous Father Flanagan. 

Irish by birth, most American of 
·Americans, a friend and admirer of 
the cooperative movement from the 
earlies~ days of his childhood. 

REV. A. J. ADAMS 
A Jesuit priest, a ruralist, a teach

er; He holds so many positions, and 
does so many jobs, one wonders how 
and when. We never knew he was 
a poet--until now-

VIRGINIA COSTADASI 
The Book "Jesus, Friend of the 

Farmer," was written by Dean Ciri
ani, (a relative of the editor) of 
Valvasone, Province of Udine, Italy, 
The· translation is by Miss Virginia 
Costadasi, a charming young lady 
from the Bronx. She is a teacher of 
languages in the New York Public 
School system. 

SISTER MARY IMMACULATE 
Students of English at Saint Mary's 

College, Notre Dame, Indiana, have 
contributed several articles to LAND 
AND HOME. However the students 
have not yet excelled the master. 
The "master" is their instructor, 
Sister Mary Immaculate. "SurVey
or's Chain" is just one of her many 
excellent poems. 
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The Saint Louis Cathollc Rural Life 
Conference has, issued its Eleventh 
Annual Report. The Conference has 
helped to establish and provide 20 
parish schools, with Sisters in charge; 
supplied school bus service for all or 
part of the children of 56 parishes; 
helped to build 18 rural churches, and 
is preparing to build three more; pro
vided the first buildings for six new 
rural missions; assisted three Cath
olic schools for the Colored; assisted 
Catholics in findiIlg more desirable 
farms and homes; studied and advised 
about various governmental and other 
agencies and services for the farmer; 
encouraged a better appreciation of 
rural life among young and old in 
city and country. 

Farm Survey-At a meeting of 
Rural Life Directors in the Provinces 
'of Toronto and Kingston, Canada, it 
was decided that an ad should be run 
in Catholic. papers signed by all dioc
esan' directors 8.:!king those inter
ested in buying and· selling farms to 
get in touch with the diocesan direc
tors. Pastors were asked to make a 
survey of available farms for sale in 
each parish. 

, ~RY REV. H. B. SCHNELTEN 
Monsignor Henry, we call hiIn, al

though he is im1!0sing and solemn; 
the parishioners of BrusselS, Illinois, 
call him Father Schnelten. He is the 
Rural Life Director for the Diocese 

, of Springfield in Illinois. 

MISS JOSEPHINE DRABEK 
A Grail Worker on farm or in house 

-colorful cheeks-strong hands
Josephine directs Grailville's farm ac
tivities from post hole digging to cow 
tending-:withal she maintains a 
charming femininity, and has time 
to write and orate. 

SISTER M. DOLORICE 
A New Yorker, acquired some ex

perience at farming and a love of 
rural life during novitiate (Sinsinawa 
Community of Dominicans). Teaches 
Eighth Grade and loves it "because 
young people are ready to take on the 
whole world." 

SISTER M. BERNICE 
Juvenile literatUre, so long neg

lected, is. coming into its own-thanks 
largely to promoting by Sister M. 
Bernice. Teaching English and Jour
nalism at Cathedral High School, Su
peri or, Wisconsin, are . among her 
more ordinary tasks. 

REV. EDWARD W. O'ROURKE 
A boy from the country (Illinois 

corn belt to be exact) with a lot of 
the country still in him. Now pinch. 
hitting as assistant to Msgr. Ligutti 
at the Des Moines office. 
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RURAL LITERATURE 
DEEP DELTA COUNTRY 
By Harnett T. Kane. (American 

ways Series) . Duell, 
Pearce, New York. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF RURAL 
LIFE ACCORDING, TO THE 
PHILOSOPHY OF ST. THOMAS 
OF AQUINAS 
BiJ George H. Speltz, M.A. The Cath

olic University of America Press, 
Washingto;n, D. C. 1944. 
It's always good to know what st. 

Thomas said on any subject. This 
book is a Dissertation Submitted to 
the Faculty of the Catholic University 
of America, in Partial Fulfillment of 
the Requirements for the Degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy, by George H. 
Speltz, M.A., Priest of the Diocese of 
Winona. 

In the ,field of Catholic Rural Life 
Literature it is a most valuable con
tribution. It is scholarly yet read
able. It is philosophical yet historic
al. It deals with the past but applies 
its lessons to the present. 

The National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference is deeply indebted to the 
Catholic University of America for 
such a study and to Dr. Speltz for 
his magnificent treatment of the sub
ject. 

L. G.L. 

I SPEAK FOR JOE DOAKE8 
By Roy F. Bergengren, Harper Broth

ers Publishers, New York, 1945. 
167 page's. $2.00. 
We are Joe Doakes-you and I and 

our next-door neighbor. Roy Bergen
gren claims that we "want to get 
ahead with others-not of others." 
Mr. Bergengren's work with the 
Credit Union National Association 
qualifies him to describe the philos
ophy and accomplishments of credit 
unions and the part cooperatives must 
play in post-war construction. In his 
opinion, the responsibility for the 
major economic ills of the past cen
tury must be laid at the door of 
capitalists, because they have com
pletely dominated our economy. He 
suggests, not that we abolish capital
ism, but that w.e regulate it and ask 
it to compete fairly with cooperatives. 

Mr. Bergengren calls on the 682,-
400,000 Christians of the world to 
"take Christ literally," to be Chris-

, tians "whose inward and outward life 
is conformed to the doctrines of 
Christ." In treating this theme; he 
expresses the opinion that Christ is 
not interested in the theological dif
ferences of the Christian sects. In 
this Mr. Bergengren has succumbed 
to the temptation of parading as an 
exegete and theolOgian. Christ is in
terested in truth and truth is objec-
tive. . 

All in all Mr. Bergengren has pre
sented a very interesting and thought
provoking treatment of a matter of 
current interest. He, handles his 
topic with frankness; he challenges 
our love of truth and fair play. 

E.W.O. 
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YOUNG' UN 
Herbert Best. The MacMillan Com

pany, J;-Tew York, 1944. 271 pages. 
$2.50. , 
Catholic teaching and Catholic liv-

ing could have done so much for the 
Post family. Eldest, Dan'l and 
Young'un were left to carryon when 
their mother was killed and their 
father ran away to the northern trap
ping fields. Love of the land was 
uppermost in their, heart~ as they 
met the difficulties and hardships of 
community, life and at last found 
romance for themselves. 

O. M. B. 

DECENTRALIZE FOR LIBERTY 
By Thomas Hewes. Richard R. Smith, 

New York, New York. 158 pages. 
$1.00. 
All of us should agree with Mr. 

Hewes' central thesis: ownership, de
centralization and economiC and po
litical .liberty are not only chance 
concomitants but are causes and ef
fects intimately joined. 

The methods and details of achieve
ments suggested by MI;. Hewes may 
be criticized as any tecliniqfle can, 
but his proposals merit mOre than 

. passing notice. 
L.G.L. 

We are unable to fill many 
requests for these issues of 
Land and Home: 5:3 Sep
tember 1942; 6:2 June 1943; 
7:4 December 1944. We shall 
be most grateful to sub
scribers who send copies of 
these issues to our Des 
Moines office., 

A PADRE VIEWS SOUTH 
AMERICA' 
By Peter Masten Dunne, S.J. The 

Bruce Publishing Company, Mil
waukee, Wisconsin, 1945. 290 pages. 
I wish I had read this book before ' 

I visited South America. It is not 
a complete guide-not intended to be 
so. Much interesting material~ 
many names of people and places to 
be met and s'een. Observations and 
reactions honestly stated-some per
haps ,not so profound-others not per
fectly accurate, but by and large in
telligent anq pretty well grounded. 

L;G.L. 

$3.00. 
The author of this book tells a most 

faSCinating story. He has 
all the charm of the picturesque life 
and quaint customs to be found in 
the Mississippi Delta, that romantic 
country of ever changing terrain and 
fortune which lies between New Or
leans and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Deep Delta Country is history, and 
yet it has all the interest of a novel. 

Only one who knows the Delta 
thoroughly, who has breathed in 
deeply the spirit of the unique region 
where the Old World and the New 
World meet, could write so feelingly 
and with such power of deSCription. 
Mr. Kane narrates the first attempts 
to naVigate the Mississippi from the 
Gulf, the glamor of early pilot life, 
the advent and mixture of various 
national groups-French, Dalmatian, 
Spanish, Italian, Irish, Filipino, and 
Chinese-the constant struggle to 
wrest a living from the land or water, 
by trapping and fishing, by raising 
sugar, rice, citrus fruits, even lilies, 
and later by drilling for oil. With 
almost incredible obstacles to sur
mount, the people stayed on, retain
ing much of the mode of life and lan
guage which their forefathers brought 
from abroad. One cannot help being 
impressed and inspired by their cour
age and resourcesfulness in begin
ning anew after repeated disasters 
to homes and crops from floods and 
storms. But the story is not one of 
unrelieved suffering, poverty and 
hardship. It is abundantly and de
lightfully flavored with humorouS 
anecdotes and tales of deep human 
interest from the political, social, and 
religious activities of the people. 

" J.H.R. 

OUR LADY GOES A-MAYING 
By Mary Paul Williamson, ReligioUS 

of the Cenacle ( Saint Anthony 
Guild Press, $1). 
Is one of the most charming books 

for children that has come out this 
year. It is a delightful story of Our 
Lady based on an old legend from 
South America in which Our Lady 
is poetically reputed to go abroad on 
the eve of Mayday" to walk in tb;e 
fields. According to the legend, eVI
dences in the way of dew and thistle
down are to be found on her robes the 
next morning. For those who are for
tunate enough to read the book, it will 
not be difficult for their imagination 
to adopt the lovely legend to the even 
truer reality of the care of Our Lady 
for those on earth. The story is laid 
at Meadow House which is in an ex
quisite rural setting. It is true that 
Daddy was an artist and no farmer, 
"But he and Mummy were rather old
fashioned in their ideas about home 
life. They wanted a family, very 
much, and they wanted the right pla~e 
for the family to grow in." TheIr 
dream came . true when they werde 
able to buy a country home calle 
Meadow House. Sister B. 
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AND THE SOIL 
Karl B. Mickey. R. R. Donnelley 

Sons Company, The Lakeside 
Chicago. 110 Pages. 

honor, praise and glory are due 
Public Relations Department 
International Harvester Com

and to the author of this study, 
Mickey. 
this 110 page brochure. It sells 

except sound soil conserva
If you're the Su

of a Community, have this 
read in the refectory. 

L.G.L. 

FAMILY FACES FORWARD 
Life Bureau, National Cath

Conference, Washing-
1945. 153 pages. 

adldrElssl~s of the 1945 Family 
are a worthy com-

to last year's The Family To
Much valuable information and 
thinking is embodied in the 

: "What is Over-popula
"The American Birth Rate 
Religious Factor", "Medical 

'evelo1pDllelllt in Maternal Care" and 
Annual Family Wage Pos
"How to Promote Catholic 

and "Pre-nuptial Instruc-
present practical suggestions 

have worked. We recommend 
little 'volume as a valuable con

to the study of Catholic 
Life. 

E.W.O. 

TOO SMALL A WORLD 
By Theodore Maynard. Bruce Pub

lishing Company, Milwaukee, Wis
consin, 1945. 335 pages. $2.50. 
This is the inspiring biography of 

the beloved Mother Cabrini, the Ital
ian peasant girl who was destined to 
become a saint. As a child in her 
native Italy she dreamed of becom
ing a missionary but she was not to 
realize her ambition until nearing 
middle age. Then with a small band 
of nuns, she came to America to work 
among the Italian immigrants whom 
she fouI).d to be in desperate need of 
material ,as well as spiritual help. 
Constantly disregarding her delicate 
health, she set out to establish schools, 
orphanages and hospitals for these 
unfortunate people. 

In her charming and yet unassum
ing manner she won to her cause the 
most hardened anti-clerical and broke 
down the barriers of prejudice that 
so handicapped her work. The life 
of Mother Cabrini is an enduring suc
cess story to keep in your heart. 

B.P. 

THE EUCHARIST, The Life of the 
Church • 

By Rev. Bede Lebbe, O.S.B. The 
Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Min
nesota, 1945. 46 pages. 18 cents. 
A good forty-six page pamphlet. 

L.G.L. 

,44uJi/f~~tJi,e,w 
0/ ~ HeUfM04d- to. tIt.e gtudlt. 

A PADRE VIEWS 
SOUTH AMERICA 

PETER MASTEN DUNNE, S;J. 

"It is a genuine pleasure to recommend this book of travel 
written by one who comes well prepared for his task. A former 
student of the eminent historian of Latin 'America, Herbert 
Bolton, and now a distinguished teacher and writer in the same 
field in his own right, Father Dunne has brought to this volume, 
which is the fruit of a year's travel in South America, the 
mature talents of historian as well as ••• keen observation on 
social problems. The result is a work of freshness and breadth. 
• • . For' all students of' inter-American relations as well as 
for the reader interested simply in an authentic interpretation 
of South American history and culture, this book should be 
placed on the 'must' list." -Best Sellers. $2.50 

At your bookstore 

SUB' UMBRA PETRI 
By The Most' Reverend Ildebrando 

Antoniutti, D.D., Apostolic delegate 
to Canada, Ottawa, 1944. 
Two volumes of addresses~French 

and English. By an Italian-born and 
educated Prelate. Truly a proof of 
the CatholiCity of the Church and an 
evidence of superior training of the 
papal diplomatic Corps. 

Brief speeches-perfect in diction 
-instructive-sound. Of special in
terest the one entitled "Cruce et 
Aratro" ("With Cross and Plow") 
pronounced at the enthroning of 
Bishop Demarais of Amos, and the 
speech at the Consecration of Bishop 
MacDonald, new Coadjutor of Antig
onish, "Masters of Their Own Des
tiny." 

L.G.L. 

WESTWARD THE WOMEN 
By Nancy Wilson, Ross. Alfred A. 

Knopf, New York,1944. 195 pages. 
Materials for romance and saga are 

ready at hand everywhere. Every 
state in the Union can furnish an 
ample supply. This book is readable 
whether it tells the story of Protest
ant Ministers' wives in their western 
trek or furnishes the charming ac
count of the Belgian nuns traveling 
seven months to reach the Columbia 
river, milking a goat on shipboard 
. or planting the first garden. 

, ~f L. G. L. 

THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 
4306 Montgomery Bldg., Milwaukee 1, WIs. 3107 W. GALENA ST .• MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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Rural Schools & Institutes and Grail Schoqls of Apostolate 
Summer of 1946 

,DEVll':S LAKEX 

VALLEY CITY 
For further information 
write: 

1. National Headquarters 
3801 Grand Avenue, 
Des Moines 12, Iowa 

DICH,INSON ** '. 

2. Grail Workers, 
Loveland, Ohio 

* School for Priests and Laymen 
• Institute for Sisters 
X Grail School of Apostolate 
• Conference Headquarters 

Rlc;.HARDTON 

~ 

LlNCOLN* 

FREDERICKSllURG. * 
,a, CAl1PO * . _ , 

)lEW ,BANFE1.S* **SCHULENtlURG 
" ~~ER 

CAS,ROVILLE, 'Ii POTH WACD\] ANTO'''O 
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