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FAMILY AND RURAL 
N-FARM RESIDENCE 

1940 census rev~aled that 
adults in the farm population 
United States were rearing 

and 10 adults in the 
nm'_T~'.rm population were rear-

12 children, whereas 10· 
in the cities were rearing only 

Moreover, as compared 
prior census returns the trend 

downward. Increased volume, at' 
to any extent that can be antici

apparently would not increase 
for in the cities the number of 

per family diminished with 
in income up to the $3,000 to . 

level, and rose but little there
It is clear that the material

philosophy of values which char
so large a proportion of 

people, and which appears to 
associated with the present eco

system, is tending to under
the family as an institution for 

. reproduction of the !;,ace, and, 
might add, for the transmission 
of wealth and culture from gen

to generation. Failure of the 
family to function is raising 

problems which it is doubtful 
even the State can solve. 

But to hope that many city people 
turn to farming as an occupa
or that farm youth will remain 

in agriculture much in 
of the number needed to feed 

clothe the people of the cities ap
vain. For it would be opposed 

progress in technique, that is, to 
application of power and science 

farming. The proportion of the 
employed" engaged in ag

nCUlltUire decreased each census from 
70 per cent in 1840 to 17 per 

in 1940, and the less productive 
of this 17 per cent produced in 

939 only 7 per cent of the commer
production-half our farmers' 

not needed to feed the nation. 
one man in 10 is really needed 

at present in agriculture, and if im
proved scientific practices were every-

where followed probably one man in 
20 would suffice. 

The hope of avoiding a persistent 
and progressive decline in national 
popUlation after a ·few decades, and 
probably in national strength also, 
appears to be, ther~fore, in rural resi
dence for most non-farm families: 

But a rural environment does not 
and need not necessarily involve ex
tracting a living from the land. The 
1950 census will show probably as 
large a number of people in the rural 
non-farm as in the farm population. 
The rural non-farm people are espe
.cially numerous in the more or 'less 
industrialized nortneastern quadrant 
of the Nation, and are more l'ro
phetjc of developments in other sec': 
tions of the Nation as industdalizlt
tion expands. I surmise that more 
than half the membership of the 
Grange, so strong in the N ortheast
ern States, an old farmer's organiza
tion with a record of extraordinary 
achievements in national legislation, 
is now composed of rural non-farm 
people. Of all farm organizations the 
Grange has probably been' the most 
emphatic in supporting the integrity 
of the family as a social institution; 
indeed, membership in the Grange is 
usually a family affair, including hus
band, wife and children over 16. 

What I wish to say is that the' 
rural non-farm life is generally a.good 
life. In the hqme garden it affords 
contact with the soil out of which 
men ever since Antaeus' time seem 
to derive strength. The flock of 
chickens provides for the develop
ment of a feeling of responsibility 
and pride among the children, the 
lack of which is probably the great
est drawback to the ethical educa
tion of city children. And if a cow 
can be added to the rural non-farm 
household without transforming it 
into a farm household, a nutritious 
diet for the family is practically as
sured. Milk is the most complete 
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food, for the adult as well as the 
child, and when eggs and green vege
tables are also readily available prac
tically all the vitamins and minerals 
needed for the maintenance of health . 
and efficiency will be provided with~ 
out resort to the drug store. 

I wish to commend to the leaders 
of the Catholic Chu'rch this rural non
farm population for their especial 
consideration. It is futile, in my 
opinion, to oppose the progress of sci
ence and invention by advocating an 
increase in the number of families 
engaged in commercial agriculture, 
or even depending upon agriculture 
as the principal source of income. 
Such an attempt to reverse the trend 
of history, at least prematurely, is 
not only futile but may bring the 
entire rural program of the Church 
into disrepute.' 

Instead, I hope the Church may 
facilitate the tide of industrially, 
-commercially or professionally em
ployed people now flowing from the 
city into the surrounding territory, 

'. urging them in selecting a home site 
tf> secure sufficient space for a gar-

ot/den, a flock of chickens, and, if pos
sible, a cow. Ordinarily, this should 
not be less than one acre in grass, 
or available for grass, and not more 
than five acres, varying with char
acteristics and cost of land. The 
grain and mash for the chickens and 
the cow, also the hay that will be 
needed for the cow in winter, should, 
usually be purchased. For it does 
not pay to grow grain or hay without· 
power machinery, and it does not pay 
to have such machinery on so small 
a place. But pasture does pay
even on commercial poultry and dairy 
farms it is generally the most pront-

SZ:: , 

able use of the land. Moreover, pas
ture is essential to the health of both 
chickens and cattle. And there is 
nothing more heautiful to look upon 
than a luscious grass sward edged 
with shrubbery and trees. 
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The parish priest could not only 
help such home makers in finding an 
appropriate location but also could 
help often at first helpless people to 
obtain the free bulletins and similar 
information from the State Agricul
tural Extension Service on gardening, 
poultry raising and home dairying. 
Above all, the priest should encour
age among them the further develop
ment of the ideal of family responsi
bility, unity and continuity. 

Between 1930 and 1940 the census 
reveals that the farm population of 
the nation increased not at all, the 

urban population increased 7 per cent 
and the rural· non-farm population 
increased 14 per cent. Undoubtedly 
the 1940 census will reveal a contin
ued increase in the rural non-farm 
population. On the other hand, the 
farm population almost certainly will 
have decreased notably. Since 1940 
it has already decreased by 5 millions 
or about 15 per cent. 

I hope the Catholic Church, while 
continuing to oppose the tide toward 
family disintegration in the cities, 
will emphasize the values of the rural 
environment, and encourage every 

~ 

city family that can leave its 
like surroundings to move 
country, where the 
family preservation is twice 
the city. But the father should 
give up the city job-in most 
this would prove economically 
ous. Nor should the home site 
lected be so far in time or 
from that job as to prove 
ing to the new undertaking. 
tralization, which is feasible for 
industries, would permit a large 
portion of the urban families 

. tending toward extinction to live 
the land and renew their strength. 

RURAL COMMUNITIES OF TOMORROW 
Joseph V. U rotlin 

A s CATHOLICS we are proud of 
our accomplishments in the 

large metropolitan areas: our beau
tiful churches, splendid school facili
ties and youth clubs-for which we 
can be thankful to Almighty God. 
We know from observation that the 
farmer has less of these things in his 
present environment than does his 
city neighbor. Country life in the 
United States has always presented 
and still presents certain serious ob
stacles to the practice of the Catholic 
faith. Too frequently Catholic fam
ilies are isolated from the centers of 
Catholic life and culture. It should 
be a missionary endeavor of Catholic 
rural life leaders to use every means 
possible to make the good things of 
Catholic life available to Catholics 
living on the land. 

In making his approach to the 
study of rural life, the priest is not 
unmindful of the divine commission 
to preach and to teach. He will not 
forget that the Church is primarily 
a soul-saving institution. Her Foun
der issued the command: "Preach 
the Gospel to every creature." The 
chief concern, therefore, of the rural 
pastor is to bring the Church closer 
to the farmer and to provide ways 
and means of reaching his children 
with religious instruction. He can 
never . lose sight of his priestly call
ing which is to bring the life of 
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Christ into the lives of farm families 
so that the Mystical Body of Christ 
milY increase in our land. Let us not 
forget for one moment that the 
farmer is as much a. member of the' 
Mystical Body of Christ ~ the pro-

fessional man or worker in the city. 
Because he has been given the great 
dignity of working with his Creator, 
he merits a first demand on the good 
things of Catholic life. Since re
ligion is such an important factor 
for the well-being of a Christian, any 
Christian organization pretending to 
help the farmer must necessarily give 
first consideration to this -important 
phase in his life. 

In spite of the vast rural field to 
be covered, practically all . of the 

. mission work of the past has been 
exerted in our cities. Are mral peo
ple less important than their city 
neighbors? Are their souls not as 
valuable? Or why this discrimination 

, 

against our fellow countrymen in 
mral districts when we are so 
to convert souls in the foreign 
Has not the farmer the same 
mental needs as the urban 
religion, education, recreation 
social life? Are not rural people as 
much entitled to the opportunity to 
develop their social nature, their re
ligious instincts, their minds and 
hearts? All these are the 
qualities of human beings seeking 
expression through the agency of 
social organization, and the only ef
fective agency binding together the 
social elements of the countryside is 
the Church. 

The Church should strive to locate 
where her people are, whether they 
number thousands of souls in a small 
area or only twenty families within 
a rural district. The' country is ad
mittedly the best place for many 
Catholic families to raise their chil
dren for God and to save their 
immortal souls, but per~uading them 

. to move out into the country, away 
from the Church and the advantages 
of Catholic education, will not fulfill 
the promise of a better Catholic life. 
H we are urging country life in season 

• and out of season as a means to a full 
Catholic life, there exists the grave 
obligation of bringing the Church to 
the countryside. The question that 
confronts us is not so much what 
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do for the Church as 
Church can do for rural 
a terrific challenge at the 

land should mean 
Catholic religious 

best be fulfilled in the 
where family and com

find their most stable 
The rur:al parish offers 

for the cultivation 
of the Church. But 

people in the country have 
of practicing their religion, 
be a drifting away froni 

full Catholic life on the land 
upon a' parish with a com-

center and parochial school, 
parish life, and, in particular, 

homes, where God is 
and where night and 

prayers are said in common. 
'Hlll1<tl.Hll', 'force that dominates 

and family activity ema
from the Sacramental Presence 

in the parish church: He 
,be the First Citizen of every 
communi ty. 

Catholic life to the rural 
often entails a difficult and 
problem. This same prob-

was faced by city people in build
up the Catholicism of urban 

and it was met by the un
efforts of zealous priests and 

sacrifices of faithful 
The rural missionary 

today demands the same 
:olIlpr()miisiull! courage and un

devotion on the part of both 
and laity. In the words of 
Noll: "There is really no 
problem impossible of solu

if those who enjoy the inestima-
privilege of belonging to God's 

will become soldiers in fact 
well as in name and will serve the 

, as is their duty." 
At the present time many people 

In surveys we have found a great 
oj mission chapels in rural 

throughout the diocese. To
I see the need jor a hundred 

REV. JOHN T. McNICHOLAS, 

.O.P., S.T.M. 
Archbishop oj Cincinnati 
The Telegraph Register 

are looking forward to living' on the 
land. The supplemental income to 
be derived from part-time farming 
will be an economic necessity for 
many after the war. Among those 
who will be settling on the land will 
be returning veterans and industrial 
workers who are seeking security. In 
this group will be our own Catholic 
people. The probability is that many 
will be uprooted from their Catholic 
environment with its parochial school 
and parish activities and find them
selves settling down in communities 
where the church is located at a dis
tance or where no church exists. 
Following World War I the same 
exodus took place. Catholics from 

, all walks of life sought economic 
refuge in the countryside. Unfor
tunately the Church was not prepared 
to meet this sudden shift of popUla
tion. Catholics were scattered on 
th,.e land where the means 6f prac
ticing their religion Were not within 
their reach wtih the resuft that mal)y 
were lost to the Faith. That must 
not happen again. 

How Are We Going to Meet This 
Challenge? 

Something definite should be done 
in the way of pointing out to our 
people where Catholic settlements 
are located. The Catholic who wants 
to live on the land already is asking 
the question: "Where can I settle 
my fa'mily in a Catholic rural at
mosphere?" The question is a very 
pertinent one and deserves the atten
ti~n of all rural-minded and mission
minded Catholics. Ifwe are to be of 
assistance, it is up to the rural Cath
olic leaders in every diocese to make 
every effort to locate available ,and 
suitable land adjoining Catholic com
munities. There is the further re
sponsibility of erecting more mission 
chapels in those rural areas where 
Catholics now have their homes. 

The Catholic Extension Society 
has done an unparalleled work in 
erecting chapels throughout the 
length and breadth of America. The 
needs of the rural mission movement, 
however, are too vast to be the re
sponsibility of anyone agency. They 
must be personalized and brought 
under the direct influence of the 
diocese. More and more the rural 

AND AND HOME: : MARCH 1945 

mission is becoming pint of the 
diocesan home mission project. In 
many dioceses the authorities are tak
ing steps to improve Catholic life in 
the rural districts. More rural mis
sion chapels are dotting the country
side. More Catholic rural schools 
are being built. The Confraternity 

of Christian Doctrine has been in
strumental in instructing thousands 
of rural youth in the Catholic faith. 

,A most encouraging sign has been the 
es&abIishment of a society of priests, 
1>1<e Home Missioners of America, the 
members of which make rural mis
sions their life wQrk. 

The call of Christ to preach the 
Gospel to all men must be answered 
by every Catholic. How can we 
translate into action the readiness to 
answer this call? A means of prac~ 
tical application must be presented 
to our Catholic people. For instance, 
could not many city parishes, that 
are at present out of debt, sponsor 
the building of ,a rural chapel as a 
home mission project? Or why would 
it not be possible to finance such 
projects through the Diocesan Home 
Mission Fund? Or could not wealthy 
individuals be interested in erecting 
mission chapels or in purchasing 
tracts of land which might be sub
divided into homesteading plots, thus 
forming the basis for rural communi
ties? All of these things are being 
done successfully on la limited' scale, 
but much remains to be done. , 

As an example of what can be done 
on a diocesan basis, the writer would 
like to refer to the Rural Mission 
activities of the Archdiocese of Cin
<;innati with which he is acquainted. 
Up to the present time fifteen or 
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sixteen simple little chapels have been 
built in localities that were previ
ously reported to have no Catholics 
at all. Now, all the Masses are regu
larly attended. These mission chapels 
have done marvelous work in spread
ing the knowledge of the Catholic 
faith and in bringing back Catholics 
who were lapsed or wavering. Last 
year more than four hundred adult 
persons received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation as a result of the work 
of these chapels. At least five of 
these mission chapels are the gift of 
city parishes. The new parish is 
named for the old so that there is 
now a new St. Augustine, St. William, 
St. Martin, and so on. Referring to 
these rural missions Archbishop Mc
Nicholas said: "The generous people 
of these parishes realized the urgent 
need of chapels. It has been the 
experience of the priests who have 
charge of newly erected chapels to 
find that the people seem to come 
from nowhere to attend Sunday Mass. 
There are still many places where 
there is not a chapel, where the people 
are waiting to worship God. Weare 
sincerely grateful to the people of the 
parishes for giving chapels to locali
ties where there were no altars and 
no priests." To supplement and con
tinue the work begun, a revolving 
fund has been made possible through 
the participation of the entire Arch
diocese in a War Bond drive. Part 
of this fund will be used to support 
needy rural missions and to build 
new ones. 

Lay Participation in the Rural 
Missionary Field 

The fact should not be overlooked 
that there are individual Catholics 
ready and anxious to share the. re
sponsibility. of bringing the Church 
to rural America. Once they see the 
inestimable good resulting from the 
building of a mission chapel, their 
interest and generosity know no 
bounds. One Catholic business man, 
who caught / the home missionary 
spirit, has donated the funds for 

, building four chapels in the same 
diocese. His greatest pleasure is to 
visit these little chapels and learn 
what their pastors are doing for the 
souls of rural people. The privilege 
of participating with the pastor in 
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the rural apostolate adds so much to 
his spiritual life. 

The count,ry pastor today must be 
concerneq, also, with the economic 
and social well-being of his people. 
The building of a chapel in existing 
communities largely fulfills the rural 
missionary need, but if we can further 
build church and community together 
to provide spiritual and economic ad
vantages for shifting populations, we 
will have met the problem as it exists 
today. To encourage Catholics to' 
find the joy and security that comes 
from home ?wnership together with 

the spiritual benefits of ij!ing near 
the Church, the Queen of Peace Mis
sion parish (Millville, Ohio) pur
chased a 160-acre tract of land ad
joining its property. This project, 
which is known as Queen Acres, is 
laid out in lots of one-half to three 
acres, which will be developed into 
small homesteads for future parish
ioners. An interested Catholic lay
man donated the chapel. Through 
the generosity of the Archbishop of 
Cincinnati, the purchase of the land 
was financed by a long-term loan. 
Although the restriction on building 
has slowed down ,the sale of 'lots, in 
three years the debt has been sub
stantially reduced. At· no time has 
it been a real burden on the parish. 

Community projects open up un-. 
limited opportunities for Catholic 
laymen to assist in the rural mis
sionary field. For business men who 
are seeking not only financial returns 
from their wealth, but returns in the 
form of helping souls and making life 
more worthwhile, no better invest
ment could be found than the setting 
up of homesteads. Such men, blessed 
with material resources and prompted 
by the spirit of Christian charity, 

have the purchasing power 
to plan and carry through the 
ing of rural, Christian f'(W~_ .• __ . 

Such communities would insure 
benefits of Church and school 
veterans and industrial workers 
ing homes on the land. On the 
hand, individual purchasers are 
less to find ideal communities 
in many instances, are at the 
of land sharks. The sponsor's 
vestment could be made in the 
of a long-term loan at ,a low rate 
interest. . In time the principal 
only would be returned to the 
vestor, but such profits as 
accrue could be used for the 
up of school and community 
Through such a contribution, 
Catholic layman would be erecting 
living and perpetual monument 
Christian community life. In 
more productive way could wealth 
employed than for the 
of souls and human beings? 
greater act of thanksgiving to 
mighty God than using a part of 
material resources, with which He 
has blessed us, to increase and 
strengthen the members of His Mys
tical Body? 

Unfted Planning and Action Necessary 

In achieving our end we will not 
only set up impressive Catholic rural 
communities, complete in every 
aspect, but will do much toward 
breaking down prejudice. M A concen~ 
trated and well-planned program, 
executed on an extensive scale, must 
be worked out. New territory must 
be occupied, innumerable chapels 
must be built, new communities must 
be established and older ones receive 
new life. The task is great, but the 
many unreached souls of rural Amer
ica are worth our effort and sacrifice. 
The Chlirch must save the spiritual 
interests of Rural America. God grant 
that the dream. of the founder of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, 
Bishop O'Hara, may soon be realized: 
"That in God's own season and by 
God's own power, ten thousand new 
Catholic parishes may come to dec
.orate the landscape in our nation'S 
remoter districts-ten thousand par
ishes manned by: ten thousand quality 

. priests who recognize and respect the 
Rural Apostolate for what it is." 
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AND DOWNS OF PART 
FARMING 

roots. We disc two -inches, and as a 
reward the fruit has come back from 

-" two lugs to three tons in three yearS. 
The trees are healthy. They were old 
trees, past their prime, yet they now 
yield with surprising vigour. We 
learned that there is a lot to the 
saying that if you take care of the ' 
land, it will take care of you. before we were married, my 

rife,-to··lJe and I picked out our 
We were no experts on the 
of agriculture. I had studied 

at Santa Clara and at the Uni
of California, and I was struck 
fact that the prevailing out

us no answer to either eco
or spiritual security. While 
not want the security of the 
neither did we want the inse-

of the drifter, so we -chose part
agriculture as a way out. 

first problem was the land we 
It is only an acre and a 

It consists of some of the red, 
hard-pan soil, which is 

about as effective as a gran
quarry for growing. There are 

of acres in the lower foot-
belt in California. It varies in 
anywhere from an inch or less 

about six feet. Under it is a kind 
sandstone which seals trees off 

ground water and prevents sur
water from going to the sub

The department of agricul- ' 
calls it a sub-marginal soil. In 

, it bakes so hard that blast
could not disturb it; no roots can 

in it; potatoes, for example, 
an impossibility. 

It is a mineral soil; no water will 
in it. It supports trees as it is 

only with great effort. When 
came on the property, we took off 
field lugs (baskets) of apricots 
the whole area. In the winter 

it has no bearing capacity; walk
on it means sinking to one's knees. 

it was a "mistake." We would 
recommend it for the beginner, 
we do not think it can be called 

a failure because being "stuck" with 
the property, there was nothing to do 
but to work it; and working it, we 
learned about land. 

First, we found that the land had 
been abused, probably for forty to 
sixty years. For a long time grain 
had been planted on this land, year 
after year. It was cropped and the 
straw burned. When it could no 
longer support grain (twenty years 
ago) and the topsoil was almost gone, 
a purchaser bought it and turned it 
to trees. By discing down weeds and 
surface growth about the trees, there 
was nothing left to hold what little 

. topsoil might have been there. The 
reddish subsoil became the top, and 

, the trees sapped the last vestige of 
nutrient. 

Building our own home was a fam
ily affair with our parents and rela
tives assisting. We had romantic no
tions and started to build in adobe. A 
disaster-a June cloudburst which 
destroyed our first bricks-brought us 
hack to our senses. We learned to 
leave adobe to people who can afford 
it-it is neither cheap in labor nor 
cost-and we built in concrete. To 
satisfy our curiosity, we later built a 
small adobe structure. While it is a 
fair building, the labor involved ef
fected a permanent cure. 

When we got the land, even weeds ,f' 
would not grow on it. The trees 
hardly; supported a few leaves, and 
in the first year we could not get a 
bean plant out of the ground. We 
do better now because we learned 
something. We learned to disc very 
lightly, just enough to incorporate 
the cover crop into the topsoil. 

We learned that a vigorous weed 
growth-a growth of any legume dur
ing winter and a growth of a heat
resisting grass in the summer-is 
beneficial. We found thatlight disc
ing in spring with no discing in the 
fall builds the top surface and stops 
'baking. It helps the ground t'o hold 
water, and irrigation becomes less fre
quent. It provides a mulch so that 
root vegetables can grow. It provides 
nutrients so that the plants to be cul
tivated can find food. Of course, to 
start the growth we used every kind 
of fertilizer we could get our hands 
on. 

Deep discing is the practice up our 
way, but we suspect such discing cuts 
off the feeder roots of the trees. In 
a soil as shallow as ours the trees live 
on the first foot of soil and six-inch 
discing cuts off a large percentage of . 

To be sure we made mistakes in the 
house. We haven't finished the place 
yet, though we have been living in it 
for two years; Concrete was an un- .. 
familiar material to us and it is tricky, 
but working with it taught us its ver
satility, and we can recommend rein
forced concrete as a cheap, responsive 
material. 

We learned that hand labor may 
have been wonderful for the Middle 
Ages but that if the artisan of old 
were alive today, he would probably 
employ power tools-lots of them. 
We built this house by hand and 
learned the how of hand tools-a 
good thing to know-but next time 
we shall spend a large percentage 
of our meager resources for a power 
saw, a power concrete mixer, an 
electric or acetylene welder and other 
useful gadgets. They cut down the 
time of building and pay for them
selves. ' 

Mistakes are costly. All the infor
mation available on building, design-
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ing and use of materials should be 
carefully studied. Buildings do not 
respond easily to corrections. 

We are learning to get balance in 
agriculture. We have learned to keep 
some chickens, not too many: We 
shall acquire a cow, but the land 
we've allotteq to her must be worked 
in such a way that over-grazing will 
not result. In other words, we have 
learned to limit ourselves. 

Here are our conclusions. Part
time farming is not easy. 

The first requirement is a disposi
tion toward farming. Especially is 
this so of the wife: it is the wife who 
will make or break the enterprise be
cause the greater burden falls on her. 
If tlle wife was born and raised a 
city woman, the differences of true 
country living .will be a shock in 
spite of the relief which modern in
ventions have brpught to the farm. 
I've found few women who like the 
country; I've found more' who grew 
to hate it vigorously. It is the fault 
of an erring education which stresses 
a sort of sterile urbanism. Unhappily, 
such education prevails in both Cath
olic an,d non-Catholic schools, among 
rich and poor. One can't start think~ 

ing of agrarianism without finding it 
necessary to evalua~e and re-valuate 
many . of our cherished ideas. The 
Ladies of the Grail are making some 

much delayed corrections along this 
line among women in the Middle 
West; But it goes as a general rule 
that if the woman is happy, the fam
ily unit with the accompanying coro1-
lary, a large number of spiritually and 
physically sturdy children, stands a 
chance of success. 
, The next requirement is knowledge 
and training-the woman in house
hold 'arts (and I use the term art in 
the real 'sense, not in the snobbish 
sense of the so-called fine arts) and 
the man in husbandr¥ and building 
arts. In the matter of buil~g, actual 
experience and study are most help
ful. I had had prior experience and 

I also had spent two years of 
study. Most men, given a 
knowledge, surprise themselves by 
covering hidden talents. Speaking 
building, could not some thought 

'given to simplified construction 
genuinely functional designs of 
ters? 

A real requirement is patience. 
is characteristic to dream 
dreams and then expect 
results. But part-time farming 
mands a keen knowledge of one's 
tations and a patient progress 
those bounds toward one's goal. 

Living on the land is a real 
to' us who have urban professions. 
Those sturdy democratic virtues 
self-reliance, ,independence and 
man, dignity can be practiced, not 
only talked about. The children cease 
to be the economic tyrants that they 
are in the city, and the family limita
tion that seems almost a necessity in 
the town has no reality in the coun
try, where every new pair of hands is 
an asset even to the small operator. 
Part-time farming is honestly to be 
recommended, not as a panacea, but 
as a way out of the difficulties that 
plague even a well-paid proletariat. 

• 

GI'S AND THE, BILL OF RIGHTS 
Eugene S. Geissler 

T HE editor of the local army 
paper thought the "GI Bill of 

Rights" sufficiently vital to GIs gen
erally to run the whole of an ad
vanced text in four installments. Now 
if anybody in the world knows the 
general tone and tenor of what GIs 
will read, it ought to be army editors. 
It would be absurd to expect them to 
read anything as solid and substan
tial as a bill except that in this case 
even the ordinary GI, prompted 
purely by self interest, might be ex
pected to take it up and read. 

To make certain that .the "GI Bill 
of Rights" got around to' everyone 
concerned, like a last will and testa
ment to a beneficiary, the war de
partment through its service com
mands all over the world distributed 

6 

a copy of "Veterans, World War II
Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 
1944" to every soldier in the army 
"wherever stationed." I think it 
likely that the other branches of the 
service did the same thing. But I 
speak asa soldier. 

The provisions under Title I deal~ 
ing with hospitalization and claims 
didn't create much of a stir or evoke 
much interest. To a man in his man
hood such matters as hospitalization· 
matter little. Some day they might 
matter much, but not today. 

Furthermore, any and all such 
portions of the act dealing with re
adjustment allowances for unemploy
ment evoked little interest. Again, 
some day they might matter much, 
.but not today. Soldier manh,ood does 

not think of itself as wanting or seem
ing to want something for nothing. 

What soldiers do want is oppor
tunity.What they do want is the 
means to help themselves. 

What they do want was evidenced, 
I thought, by their sure and silent 
interest in those parts of the act that 
offered something in the way of op
portunity. What is one, two, three. 
or four years in a college or, tech
nical school "if not opportunity to de-

Many a man is saying now . 
"You know, after, the war I'd like to 
buy a few acres outside town . . • 
just enough to get by on, you see . . i 
but modern . . . and a place where 
can look at the results of the work 
I do!" \ 

JOHN NESBITT 
Westinghouse Radio Program 
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What is a low interest-bear
,ng:"Lt:1J'U loan if not a means 

oneself? These things are not 
The loan must and will 

back. An education, strangely 
is never bought or sold for 
sum of money. In no wise 
wrapped up and given as a 

Bill of Rights is providing . 
. From there on it is still 

individual soldier and that 
reason why it is a good bill. 

man in the service under 25 
entered is limited only in the 
of an education after the 

the length and breadth of his 
and ambition, his intelli
industry. Every man in the 

over 25 when he entered and 
his education or training 

or who desires a refresher 
certainly does seem lib

general enough to include 
with a desire, will be lim

in like manner. 
is the man with an education 

by it under more difficult 
and conditions than 

America continues to grow in 

the GI Bill of Rights abounds 
,nrv,,.h1n;t·,, for education is not 

gratifying aspect of the bill 
The United States of America 

abounded with oppor
for education. Few are those 
past who, wanting an educa-. 

not able to achieve one. 
years and quite within 

there was the NY A, for. in-
as a government aid to stu

and the CCC as something of 
of education in itself. 

concern and responsibility of 
and pastors, of Catholic clubs 

~onter~mCE~S. of· parents and the 
Press in reference to this 

of education offered ten 
men is that they advise and 
guide and directthe Catholic 

at least, to the right schools. 
Lrgumellt that "it is too expen

send my boy to a Catholic 
shall not apply. 

gratifying, and the revolution
. of the bill, if any, comes 
Title III: Loans for the Pur
or Construction of Homes; 

BOY ON A HILL ' 
FLORENCE HYNES WILLETTE 

To this bright hill, the tallest he can find, 
He comes in secret when the sun is high; 

Light as a swallow's wing he cuts the wind 
And leaps the grassy steps toward the sky, 

He claims the summit and is claimed in kind; 
The long land surges to him and the sigh 

Of seas and cities trembles in his mind • . • 
He stands on tiptoe, poised as Jf to fly. 

As surely as the needle points to north, 
The urge for height and space wi'thin his breast 

Has magnetized and turned and drawn him forth ' 
And pointed him upon the hill's green crest. 

Into the sweeps abov~ ,him and below 
He hurls his soul as far as it will go. 

Doans fox: the Purchase of Farms and man by something of the same process 
Farm Equipment; L~ans. for the Pur- whereby he used to pay so much a 
chase of Business Property. ' month for rent shall be buying a home 

Many is the soldier who is &,ow- . for himself at the same time. There 
ing older than the college freshman' ,'istno substitute for the productive-
of other years; many is the soldier .ess of ownership and the pride of 
who long since has satisfied his in- possession. The farmer by something 
clination for formal education by of the same proc{!ss he used to rent 
graduating from high school or col- "for half" from an absentee landlord 
lege; many is the soldier married shall be buying a farm for himself. 
who has never had the chance to sink Again, there is no substitute for the 
down the roots of his life or, having thrift, initiative and mental attitude 
had the chance, has seen them torn that the prospect of ownership en-' 
up by war or transplanted hither . genders. The "little man" who is big 
and thither for "the convenience of enough to want to be independent 
the government"-many is the soldier can see his way to a shop, a business, 
who in his heart wants only "to a "place of his own." There is no 
settle down," to own, above all, the, substitute for tpese things. These 
private property of a home and, next things stand high in the scale of ' 
to that, the productive property of a goods that promote and guarantee the 
"little shop," a "little business~' or full development and happiness of 
a "little farm." These cravings are the individual and his family. 
deep and genuine in human nature. The obvious concern of Congress 
They are the garden bf family life and the President in the passage of 
whose roots want to go deep and the GI Bill of Rights was the well-
solid into ownership. These cravings being of the individual soldier. The 
are' to be honored as the hope of privileges of the bill are to every 
democracy. soldier as to an individual. It is as 

The revohitionary and gratifying if the individual soldier's name were 
element of Title III is not the impli- on it. 
cation that men want these things, . The wider and indeed the deeper 
for they have always wanted them, significance of this regard and con-
but that the government is making cern for the individual soldier is that, 
the means available for men to have this time, what is good for the indi-
them by guaranteeing long-term loans vidual is also good for the family. 
at a reasonable rate of interest. Thus a This bill, which so patently,and pun-
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gently favors the ownership of homes 
and the ownership of other property 
by providing opportunity therefor, is 
potent and pregnant with possibilities 
of improving the sterile and stagnant 
condition of the modern bed and 
board type of family life. In fact, this 
is the greatest glory of the GI Bill of 
Rights, that it favors the family by 
an indirect provision of the best con
ditions for healthy family life-the 
private and productive ownership of 
a home and homestead, a garden and 
workshop, a farm and business. 

It is only one step further to say
ing that the GI Bill of Rights pro
motes the welfare of the nation. It 
may always be assumed, and most 
correctly, that what is good for the 
family, the basic cell of all normal 
society, is more ultimately good for 
the nation. It has long been recog
nized by the wise men of our day 
who make a philosophically inte
grated economy and society their field 
of research and study that the United 
States of America is tending ominous
ly toward a number of unbalances and 
disproportions; too much big business 
and not enough little, too few little 
businesses and too many big; too 
much renting and not enough owning; 
too many apartment houses and not 
enough homes; too many big farms 
and not enough little farms, too much 
corporation farming for profit and, 
not enough family farming for liv
ing; too much popUlation in the cities 
and not enough in the country; too 
much worship of size and quantity at 
the expense of quality. . . . Title 
III of the GI Bill of Rights is, or at 
least, can be, a trend, toward the re
establishment of those equilibriums, 
balances and proportions that are the 
pillars of a well-ordered society. 

Taking the bill at face value and 
granting it an effiCient execution, it 
might be construed as a good begin
ning, that forever in the future there 
will be available-not only to the 
soldier but to every industrious, 
thrifty and capable American who 
wants to own a home, a little farm or 
a little business-there will be avail
able to him who bears the birth and 
burden of the future the low-interest, 
long-term loan that is the oppor
tunity to so own. 

, 8 

AN' OPEN LETTER 
TO SISTERS 
Morfin E. SchirDer, O. S. 8. 

Dear Sisters: 

First a bit of background • •• 
When we started rural life school

ing back in 1940, we were an exclusive 
lot. We planned a twelve-day ses
sion for a select group of priests, who 
had had considerable experience in a 
rural parish, on the theory that they 
would sit down together and educate 
one another, with just enough par
ticipation by experts and specialists 
to keep the discussion going. Only 
under pressure and with some misgiv
ing did we let down the bars suffi
ciently t<l admit a few exceptional 

Sisters and, lay people; and they 
, seemed to feel that their presence was 

merely tolerated. 
During the next two years we ex

panded hesitatingly and experimen
tally, and advertised -that our Rural 
Life schools were open to rural lead
ers as well as to rural priests. By 
1942 we became convinced that we 
would win more friends and influence· 
more people toward rural life if we 
shortened the sessions, made them 
more popular, brought in' more par
ticipants, and repeated them from 
time to time in each area. 

I 

We discover the Sisters • •• 
During 1943 the conviction grew 

that rural life schools could not be 
a monopoly of the rural pastors
there were so many others who 

wanted to help and who sought 
background and inspiration which 
rural life 'meetings could give. . 
applied especially to Sisters: 
came to realize the wisdom of 
old saying: "If you want to 
across any program in the 
you must sell it to the Sisters 
are educating the coming generation." 

. That didn't mean we were going to 
let up in our efforts to reach the 
priests. In fact, the number of 
schools of priests increased each year: 
but as in any program of Catholic ac~ 
tion, the priests cannot do it alone. 
They need lieutenants-Sisters and 
lay leaders. And in 1943 we went 
out after the latter in a big way. 

The year 1943 proved to be a 
turning point in more ways than one. 
The Marquette Institute, which was 
direct~d principally toward Sisters 
teaching in rural schools, went over 
with a whoosh-250 Sisters and SO 
priests in attendance. At the same 
time out of the Marquette experience 
developed the road show technic 
which worked so successfully with 
large groups later that summer and in 
the banner year of 1944, when we 
sponsored or took part in over sixty 
rura] life sessions and reached 1,700 
priests, 9,000 sisters, and 12,000 lay 
people. 

How we operate ••• 
This technique has now become 

standard, at least for the initial ses
sion at any motherhouse. A group 
of selected rural life speakers move 
in on the convent at nine or ten 
o'clock in the morning on a pre
arranged date. After some prelimi
nary introductions and explanations of 
the work of the NCRLC, the method 
of conducting the meeting, etc., the 
first spellbinder opens up with a 
speech designed to remove apathy in 
regard to the Rural Life movement. 
This is followed by a second address 
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phase or problem of rural 
is of particular interest to 

adjourning for lunch, the 
is divided into groups of ten 

and instructed in the 
of holding group discussions. 

. lunch each group gathers at a 
, spot and holds a discus-

on the topics treated in the morn
One member of each group acts 

and jots down on 3x5 
worthwhile questions or ideas 

out in the group discussions. 
the group discussions the 

of the morning (perhaps sup-
by local talent) conduct a 

discussion, using the questions 
The panel leader 

the .cards out to panel members 
then calls on one after another 

. answer one of the questions on 
cards. He or other panel mem
will usually take exception to 

given-and the fight is on. 
the audience is drawn in, and a 
free-for-all is under way. 

that these insti
tutes are stuffy, academic affairs. We 

ihave been told time and again that 
Sisters consider them a most stimu
lating interlude in the routine of sum-

,mer studies. Without flattering our
selves, we can say that the normal 
Rural Life Institute yields more op
portunities for humor, banter, debate, 
argument, and inspiration than a con
vention. Sisters have told us that 
participation in a Rural Life session 
has not only been a lot of fun, but 
that it has also changed their entire 
thinking in regard to values of rural 
living and the problems of rural peo
ple. They have gotten an entirely 
new perspective, and have become 

aware of the fact that our greatest 
rural problem is the preponderance 
of Catholic population in our great 
urban centers. 

Where you come in ... 

There is such a shortage of 
priests, and there are so few places 
where priests can be assembled 
without infringing upon ODT regu
lations, that we are obliged to 
devote most of our energies to Sis
ters Institutes for the summer ,of 
1945. We are ready to stage a Rural 
Life Institute at any convent or 
motherhouse where a crowd can be 
assembled in accordance with ODT 
rules-and the same holds for semi
naries and religious houses of men.
There is no expense involved and 
most of the arrangements will be 
made by a local representative of the 
NCRLC. If your institution has 

. sponsored a school in past years, we 
should be glad to 'ffi,ake it a two-day 
session and go more into detail.. All 
you have to do is to write Msgr. 
Ligutti (3801 Grand Avenue, D.es 
Moines 12), suggesting tentative' 
dates and indicating the type of audi
ence and the general topics preferred. 
The Conference will take care of the 
rest. 

War or no war, we feel that we 
can't afford to let up in our Rural 
Life schooling. The problems of de
mobilizing and postwar .resettlement 
are so terrific that we shall need all 

~ the leadership and know-how that can 
be mustered, once the shooting stops. 
The Conference, is convinced, too, 
that the only hope for the Church of 
tomorrow lies in a revival of the val
ues of rural living. Populati~n sta
tistics show that cities are dying and 
that any people or group which are 
largely urban are on the way out. 
Only heroic effort can reverse such a 
stubborn thing as a population trend. 
But once our teaching Sisters have, 
become aware of the future facing the 
Church in America and have absorbed 
the ideals of rural life and imparted 
them to their students, we shall have 
gone a long way toward meeting the 
threat of industrialism, and we can 
hope for a groundswell that will lead 
people to seek homes on the land 
where they can provide for the family, 

LAND AN D HOM E MARCH 1945 

"that unique cell of the people, space, 
, light, and air, so that it may attend 
to its mission of perpetuating new life, 
and of educating children in a spirit 
corresponding to its own true religious 
convictions." (Pope Pius XII) 

Yours in Christ, 

MARTIN E. SCHIRBER, O.S.B. 
Director ~j Rural Lije Schools 

Economics in the Old Testament 
1. And the land shall not be sold 

in perpetuity; for the land is mine; 
for ye are strangers and sojourners 
with me. (Lev. 25,23) 

2. If .thy brother be impoverished ' 
and weak of hand, and thou receive 
him as a stranger and sojourner, and 
he live with thee, take not usury of 
him nor more than thou gavest.Thou 
shalt not give thy money upon usWy, 
nor exact of him any increase of fruit. 
(Lev. 25,35) 

. 3. And thou shalt sanctify the fif
o f ieth year, and shalt proclaim remis
otI'sion to all the inhabitants of the land; 

for it is the year of jubilee. Every 
man shall return to his possession, 
and everyone shall go back to his 
former family. (Lev. 25,10) 

4. Every third year thou shalt ~ep
arate another tithe of all things that 
grow to thee at that time, and shalt 
lay it up within thy gates-and the 
stranger and the fatherless and the 
widow that are within thy gates shall 
come and shall eat and be filled. 
(Deut. 14,28-29) 

5. The corners of every field that 
the reapers cannot reach belong to 
the poor. (Lev. 19,9) -

6. Thou shalt not refuse the hire 
of the needy, but thou shalt pay the 
price of his labor the same day, be
fore the going down of the sun, be
cause he is poor,' and with it main
taineth his life. (Deut. 24,14-15) 

7. Thou shalt open thy hand to 
the poor man, thou shalt lend him 
that which thou perceivest he hath 
need of. (Deut. 15,8) 

8. And there shall be no poor nor 
beggar among you. (Deut. 15,4) 

H oiy Roodlets 
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MAY _15---FEAST OF 
ST. ISIDORE 

RURAL leaders have always 
stressed the rural liturgy as a 

necessary means of restoring Christ 
to the countryside and the country
side to Christ. Just as every voca
tion in life has its patron saint, so the 
farmer, too, has a, patron saint. 

The life of St. Isidore (Madrid, 
Spain, 1110-1170) took place almost 
entirely in the country. His parents 
left him as his inheritance only their 
plow. Having no land of his own to 
cultivate, St. Isidore entered the serv
ices of a rich lord and tended his 
fields. From early youth he had a 
tender devotion to the Blessed Sacra
ment. In all privations and hardships 
he"~ccustomed himself to seeing the 
wiII of Divine Providence. 

His regulated life -never varied. He 
rose early and after his first offering 
to God of his whole day, he made 
preparations to go to the fields. On 
his way to his work, he made a pil
grimage to his favorite chapels and re
ceived Holy Communion. Kneeling 
before the altar, he dedicated to God 
the sweat of his labors. Thus for
tified he would go to his work with a 
renewed courage. His love of prayer 
occupied much of the time which he 
might have given to plowing but the 
words of Christ were always in his 
thoughts: "Seek ye first the kingdom 
of Heaven and all other things will be 
added." It was reported to his master 

that the saint spent more time in 
prayer than in the field. The master 
was astonished for he had the greatest 
confidence in the honesty of the saint. 
Determined to find out for himself, 
he hid in the field and was astounded 
to see the saint accompanied by two 
angels each handling a plow. The 
miracle was evident proof of the 
saint's devotion to prayer and duty. 

The Church in assigning a patron 
'of rural life has been mindful of. 
the virtues which may find a counter
part in the life of the farmer. With 
the desire and wiII to imitate their 
patron saint, farmers will grow in 
their awareness of the presence of 
God ancl in their devotion to duty. St. 
Isidore will give them courage to 
remember that like themselves he fol
lowed the plow and'bore the heat of 
the day and the uncertainties2' coun
try life. They will do well therefore 
to turn their hearts and minds to this 
great intercessor and patron in 
Heaven. 

St. Isidore should be given a more 
important place in the rural liturgy. 
Individual rural pastors have 'pro
moted devotion to the saint, but on 
the whole he is, not' known to rural 
people. Since St. Isidore belongs to 
the farmer, is there any reason why 
his Feast Day should not be cere
brated with the proper solemnity 
either on May 15 or the following 
Sunday? Perhaps Catholic rural com
munities should take the first steps 
toward making this Feast Day a farm 
holiday. Perhaps more rural churches 
should be dedicated to their patron 
saint. The newly erected chapel in 
the national headquarters of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference has 
been fittingly named for St. Isidore. 
Artists are just beginning to realize 
the importance of St. Isidore as a sub
ject for Catholic art, wh~ther it be ip 
the field of painting, sculptoring or 
stained glass designing. 

Prominence is given to this saint 
in one of the beautiful lancet windows 

of the St. Ambrose Cathedral at 
Moines. Thi~ window, entitled 
Patron of Agricultural 
which is beautifully executed in 
and blue stained glass gathered 
France, Belgium, England and 
sia, reminds the worshippers of 
that their lives are spent in a 
that Almighty God has 
blessed with fertility. The vQ'LlIl",nrol 

window represents the patron of farm
ers clothed in the agricultural peasant 
garb of a 12th Century Spaniard. He 
is standing in an attitude of prayer, 
gratefully looking up to Heaven, 
thanking God for his vocation of a 
tiller o( the soil. His spade is resting 
in the overturned earth wherein he 
has been working. In a smaller panel 
below is the traditional picture of the 
saint' behind his plow and accom
pani~ by angels. In the background 
is a church of Madrid where he was 
accustomed to assjst at Mass and 
linger to pray. The seal of the State 
of Iowa appears' in the base of the 
window. At the top are the ox 
and yoke, symbols of agriculture. 
The legend "Watch ye; quit your-

,selves like men; be strong," is inter
mingled in the stained glass windows. 
The whole ensemble gives the impres
sion of a sermon in glass and precious 
stones on the dignity of agriculture. 

May rural people everywhere come 
to know and to follow the example of 
St. Isidore and to go to him for con
solation and hope. "And may you, 
o great St. Isidore, remember all 
those who labor in the fields and sow 
in this valley of tears. ' Grant to our 
farmers the grace to walk faithfully 
and courageously in your footsteps. 
Grant that in the evening of their 
lives they will be able to present to 
the Master of the Harvest abundant 
sheaves of merit thus assuring a place 
in the granaries of their Heavenly 
Father." 

JOSEPH V. URBAIN 
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OLE WHEAT 

salutary practice of making 
a day of recollection once 
was often suggested to me, 
was as far as it went. As 

it seemed I was always 
and when I received my 

n~,v,i'ntTn",,'t to a parish of my 
little over two years ago, there 

some excuse for' neglect
postponing this important 

But last Christmas my sis
me a book called Modicum, 

Rev. Athanasius Bierbaum, 
which contained twelve 

one for each month of 
year. Having this book I felt I 

make use' of it, so I began my 
monthly day of recollection on 
First Friday of January, using 
first meditation as my opening 

I found the day to be very 
and have kept up the prac

since that time. My only regret 
now is that I didn't start sooner. 
Realizing my mistake, I would like 
to urge my fellow priests to begin the 
si\me practice, if they are not already 
doing so. And hoping it shall be of 
some help I should)ike to present the 
program that I have. drawn up for 
myself and which I follow quite close
ly; to it I have added a few other 
suggestions. 

The program follows: 
Program for First Friday of Each 

Month 
Day of Recollection 

6:30 A. M.-Rising. 
't :00 A. M.-Morning prayer - Medi-

tation (C O1ifessions) . 
8:00 A. M.-Holy Mass. 
8:30 A. M.-Thanksgiving. 
8:45 A. M.-Breakfast. 
9:00 A. M.-Matins and Lauds of 

day. 
9:40 A. M.-Review of Rubrics and 

Mass Prayers. 
10:30 A. M.-Spiritual Reading. 
11:00 A. M.-Stations of Cross and 

Rosary. 
11:30 A. M.-Little Hours and Ex

amen. 
12:00 M. -Lu'lich. 
12:30 to 2:30 P. M.-Rest. 
2:~5 P. M.-Vespers and Compline. ' 
3:15 P. M.-Bible Reading-Spiritual 

Reading. 
4:00 P. M.-Matins and Lauds (for 

next day). 
4:45 P. M.-Holy Hour. 
6:00 P. M.-Dinner and Close of Re

treat. 

N ow with many priests this pro
gram would call for considerable 
changes according to the circum-. 
stances. Using the Meditation from 
Modicum, I put in my morning 
meditation before Mass. Some priests 
who may have quite a few confessions 
would find this arrangement impos
sible. In that case they may antici
pate their Matins and Lauds on the 
previous day and make their Medita
tion at 9 A. M. I found the period 
for the review of my rubrics and 
Mass prayers very profitable, but 
rather short; some may find reason 
to lengthen this period. It being the 

First Friday, I found the book Our 
Best Friend, by Father Pesch, very 
appropriate spiritual reading. For 
my Examen which I made before 
lunch, I used the outline given by 
Father Marcetteau, S.S., in his won
derful work for priests-The Priest's 
Companion.' It is found on page 
393; and there are many other parts 
of this volume suitable for the day's 
retreat. Some may find reason to use 
the "rest" period to look at their 
morning mail and paper and perhaps 
listen to the radio. I beg to disagree 
on this point; I rather think that this 
should be a time for a nap and per
haps a walk-but the mail, the paper 
and radio and all office work should 
be put aside that one day until after 
the close of retreat. . 
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We MfJlllh ••• 

The Most Rev. Maurice F. McAuliffe, 
D.D., Bishop of Hartford. 

The Rt. Rev. Abbot Martin Veth, 
O.S.B., Abbot of St. Benedict's Abbey. 

I would also suggest that the peo
ple of the parish be informed in ad
vance that you are making your day 
of retreat and be asked to postpone 
all unnecessary office and telephone 
calls until after supper. The people 
would only be too glad to co-operate 
if they knew that their pastor was 
making this day of recollection. 

Some priests may suggest that the 
priest go away from his parish to 
make this monthly day of retreat; 
for some this may be laudable and 
necessary, but for the ordinary coun- . 
try pastor, at least, there is no better 

. place to make his day of recollection 

.;than at home; he has all his books 
/ around' him; his Church is his own; 

he feels at home; he can pray better 
and he knows .that he isn't putting 
someone else out. So I think that it 
is best to stay at home if possible. 

The problem may also arise in our 
country parishes of our churches not 
being heated in the winter time; that 
is one reason why I suggested the 
First Friday, because most churches 
are heated for the First Friday Mass; 
if not, then the priest would have a 
good reason to make most of his re
treat in his rect"ory. If possible, how
ever, the greater part of the day 
should be spent in church, especially 
the Holy Hour, for which the article, 
"The Hour of Adoration," from Em
manuel could well be used. 

Lastly; we have the old problem 
of time-we iLre too busy. Yes, that 
is true-but after atl-isn't this im
portant? Isn't the matter of the, 
salvation of our own soul important? 
Then make time-for your monthly 
day of recollection-and you will 
so()n find it worth your while. 

PAUL L. KOEHLER. 

Emmanuel. 
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If we neglect the country, the city 
in a short time collapses. 
MOST REV. JOHN J. CANTWELL, DD. 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Fortunately there are signs of a 
growing consciousness of the inter
dependence of town and country and 
of various groups within the com
munity and nation . . . a growing 
realization of the need for working 
together to provide jobs and markets, 
throughout the postwar years, to 
raise living standards of the great 
masses. 

Consumers' Guide 

Speaking at a Catenian Society 
Dinner in London His Grace the 
Archbishop of Westminster said that 
"agriculture ought to be the back
bone of the country's industries, and 
whatever can be done to improve the 
lot of the farm laborer and to make 
it possible for people to remain on 
the land will confer a beneqt on the 
country at large. I hope we shall not 
witness the gross neglect of the tilling 
01 the soil which took place in Eng~ 
land during the space between the 
wars .. " 

The Universe 

Every farmer is a part of this 
democracy and he should not forego 
his bir$hright. The fences around the 
farmers' farm cannot be. the bound
ary line of the farmer's interest. The 
farmer must realize that he cannot 
live apart from the world in which 
he is, for he belongs to the brother
hood of man. Unfortunately, too 
many farmers when asked to attend 
a meeting make the reply, "Go ahead; 

. whatever you do will be all right with 
me." This kind of attitude permits 
things to get away from the farmer. 
He not o~ly loses control when he 
no longer tends to his own business, 
but puts it in the hands of others. 

REV. ANTHONY LACHOWSKi 

The Guardian 

. Bread is holy." But not the kind 
you get frpm bakeries, which is most 
blown-up, spongy, unsubstantial food, 
not fit for man or beast, and certainly 
not putting strength in a man to 
praise God. It takes strength of body 
as well as soul, speaking generally, 
to love and to serve . 

. Catholic Worker 
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We buried old Ed last week. He was one of the first Catholic: 

rural lifers I ever knew. Though he was never a member of the 
Conference he had lived and expounded its principles. and that's 
long . before there was any organization of and for Catholic: 
ruralists. 

Knowing him and talking to him made one very humble writins 
about rural life. for he had lived it. lived it abundantly. He knew 
whereof he spoke. when speak he did, and then always calmly 
and slowly. His whole life had been an embodiment of the 
philosophy advanced in the Manifesto of Rural Life. 

In the early 80's of the last century he married and took his 
bride to their honeymoon castle. the sod house on the prairies of 
'western Minnesota. He broke the virgin soil. fought pests and 
drought. and prairie fires. endured' the hardships of the pioneer, 
but never winced or wailed about the sacrifice or boasted of his 
accomplishments. When in later years he fondly and interestinsly 
recalled the scenes of the early days his memories were as color
ful and placid as the bright lined clouds of an autumn sunset over 
the prairies he loved so ardently. 

'With Catherine. his wife. he toiled and counted his blessinss. 
In the course of years they added to their land and family. Some 
20. years ag~they reluctantly left their homestead to enjoy a 

. well deserved retire"mpnt in town near their pari~h church with 
the opportunity of chilly Mass and Communion. 

Tho"ugh they lived in this little town. they never left the farm 
actually. for they lived there. with th'eir chUdren and went through 
another cycle of sweat. tears and joy over again in their old age; 
And their old .age was not an idle time. They were used to work
ing; they liked work. and Ed continued to work up to the day 
he died. 

It seems to me that his generation understood the philosophy 
of work better than the one coming up. There are so many who 
regard work as a curse and look upon everyone who does not 
have to work as a favorite of fortune. 

Perhaps that attitude is due to the horrible conditions of work 
created in industrial -centers by the industrial re~olution--c:ondi
tions which led to the formulation of the theory of the leisure 
state. That theory said that the reason one worked was only in 
order not to work; work is horrible. and the only way to evade it 
is to work for a while and so achieve leisure (i.e., a state In 
which .work is unnecessary). 

But old Ed knew better than that. He knew that work was a 
part of life. And, though he could not express it. he knew it when 
he was preparing soil. planting crops, harvesting; or whether he 
repaired fences or did carpentry (at which he was quite skilled) 
about the buildings. he was engaged in! a form of what educators 
blatantly call an art-activity. " 

An artist like Eric Gill would agree that old Ed was right. In 
fact, I think old Ed and Eric Gill would have gotten on beautifully 
together had they met in life. And now they have met each other 
. il'! Heaven, I am sure they do get on together beautifully. 
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TldCk 
Colombia 
they have the largest cocoa 

the world, oranges as big as 
:ernlelcms, over 300 types of citrus 

coffee, sugar cane ( even an 
like Monsignor Morrison 

impressed) ,aU- this within t~e 
of a few acres, and yet less 

one-half mile away there are 
of malnutrition and hunger. 

is the use of "alphabetism" 
c;!&~~_n~~lo do not know soil possibilities 
>A"'''~ "'OT1I~",? What use is literary cul-

if one does not know earth cul
To live comes first; after
the philosophies. 

sons of Don Bosco are out
standing and alone in the field of ag
ricultural ,instruction. Everywhere 
Catholic educators spend manpower 
and money to train in land economics, 
medicine and what not, but little or 
nothing is spent to train human be
ings in mankind's most fundamental 
occupation and art-Agriculture. 

Baronquilla. Colombia 
A most saintly Bishop, in a poor, 

forlorn, under-manned, coast Diocese, 
bid the three Americanos a very cor
dial welcome. 

Carthagena, Colombia 
A walled city, .the street o,f the 

Half Moon, where lingers the memory 
of St. Peter Claver, the great mis
sionary among the negro slaves. 

Bogota. Colombia 
The capital city, high up, cool, pic- ~ 

turesque, where wheel traffic s~ops at 
the noon hour, reminding one of 
11:30 p. m. on Broadway and Sev-' 
enth Avenue. 

Land Distribution 
In practically every South Amer

ican republic one finds aboriginal land 
distribution systems: Should not 
studies be made for the benefit of 
our economists who believe in the 
"sanctifying" and "perpetuating" of 
What is just because it is! 

Ecuador 
No shadows at noon. It is rather 

sultry in Guayaquil, but delightfully 
cool in Quito, the quaint and charm
ing capital. There is an antiqueness 
to the plaza, a sacredness to the 
churches, a uniqueness to the people. 
You fly over snow-capped mountains, 
over a river beside a nestling city
Quito on the Equator itself. 

Garcia Moreno was assassinated in 
1875. An Archbishop was poisoned 
by wine in the Mass of the Presancti
fied on Good Friday, 1879. Alfaro, 
the liberal anti-clerical, was brutally 
killed, dragged through the streets and 
finally burned only thirty years ago. 
The ~ebullient spirito of the Ecua
dorians will never fade out; neither 
will their faith, patriotism and ar
tistry. 

Padres de Maryknoll 
Everywhere one hears: "People 

adore them." "The Padres are the 
greatest messengers of good will in 
South America." No matter where 
you meet them. .' . . It's the dash
ing Maryknoll spirit. 

Lima. Mother of Saints 
Its cleanliness is noticed first by 

ye tourist. Its taste in buildings 
pleases the eyes. In spite of crowded 
districts and slums, Lima is lovely 
to behold. 

"Soror nostra" ,( our Sistef) is St. 
Rose; a broom is honored because of 
Blessed Martin "El N egrito",. St. 
Turibius was the city's second Bish
op; Juan Thomas was another Dom
inican to reach the honor of the al
tars: all in Lima. 

Long before Harvard, Yale or 
Princeton, the arched porticoes, of 
San Marcos University conferred de
grees upon students. Silversmiths ply 
their trade in narrow streets. Llama 
wool carpets are everywhere. The 
Incas built their cities where there 
was perpetual sunshine, but cultivated 
the rich irrigated valleys below. 
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Agricultural Attaches 
We bow before them. They know 

their "stuff." They are well-trained, 
good contact men, hard-working, re
liable in their information, keen in 
their judgment. 

Plenty of Room 
Without much effort and with a 

limited amount of love for man and 
sense of justice there need be no 
wars! How narrow and stupid is the 
mentality of warmakers! Problems of 
living, of human development, of cul
tural advancement can never be 
solved adequately by monopoly or 
conquest! 

Land Policy 
Thinking men and leaders in Amer

ica are unanimous in their demand for 
the formulation' of a United States 
Land Policy. It must be basic, it 
must be sound, and it must be in 
keeping with the natural rights of 
men. Groups such as the Farmers 
Union and non-Catholic leaders in 
California are more concerned with 
such a need than others, and rightly 
so; for proof, read the Papal pro
nouncements on the subject. 

Up and Down ........ ,n and Out 
That describes On the Track's trek 

of California: Oakland and' our radi
cal friend, Father Phillips; John Way 
and his station wagon; George Burn
ham and Cooperatives at his Three 
Rivers retreat; Bob Boyd at Tracy; 
Mount Cobb and its 120 inches of 
rain. Mountain driving and the smell 
of new wine'in the Napa-:-hosgatos, 
hillsides and valleys-what great pos
sibilities for homes on the land. 

Fresno. Watson'vllle, San Jose, Newman 
Priests and lay people: Good Bish

op Scher; Father Wyatt, that charm
ing Englishman, Director of Rural 
Life; the Salesians in the apple and 
lettuce center, but no school of agri
culture; San Jose's well-attended 
meeting; Newman and Portuguese 
farmers. How lovely their valley! 

Catholic Centers 
St. Patrick's at Menlo Park with 

that Ruralist Rector, Father Mulli
gan, and garden-expert seminarians; 
Mission San Jose Dominicans, urban 
teachers with rural-minded leaders. 
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Although American farmers are 
producing a greater volume of com
modities with a smaller labor force 
than ever before, I am convinced that 
after the war it is entirely possible 
that the land will support a greater 
population than' ever' before. I base 
this statement upon two. possible de
velopments, (1) an increase in the 
number of small factories in rural 
areas, which will permit employees to 
live on small farms; and (2) the pos
sibility of doing more processing, 
curing', packagi.ng, and selling of farm 
products on the farm or in com
munity cooperatives-in other words, 
let farmers themselves take over some 
of the functions of processing and 
. distribution. There is no sound rea
sori why, in thousands of communi
ties, the people can not be largely fed 
from the nearby farms, thereby 
shortening the route from producer to 
consumer, to the benefit of .both. 

EDW. A. O'NEAL, President 
American Farm Bureau Federation 

Most farms are too small to per
mit continuity of family proprietor
ship in farming-a most desirable 
goal. Most farms are now one-family 
farms.' But the son is born, on the 
average, when the father is 30 years 
of age. Twenty to 25 years later 
the son wishes to marry and have a 
home of his own. But the father is 
only 50 to 55 years old-too young 
to die and generally too poor to re
tire. There is no room for the son 
on the farm and few are the farmers 
who can buy a farm for the son. 
So the son goes to town and the 
daughter goes also. Soon the son is 
established in some city occupation 
and the daughter marries a city man. 
When the parents. die neither child 
returns to the farm. Instead, these 
city heirs either sell or rent the farm. 
If they sell, few farmers, especially 
in poorer agricultural areas, have 
enough money to buy. Hence in in
creasing measure the farms are sold 
to city investors who rent the farms. 
When half the income, more or less, 
of these one-family farms is paid as 
rent, there is often not enough left 
to support a Church. Two-family 
farms are essential to. continuity of 
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family proprietorship in farming; 
perhaps, also, to the prosperity of 
the Church. 

But part-time farming means work 
for the wife as well as the husband, 
and will be persisted in only by those 
who cherish a philosophy of work
of production rather than consump-, 
tion, especially "conspicuous con
sumption." I doubt if enough non
farm people hold or can be made to 
hold such a philosophy to prevent 
our civilization from declining. But 
this should not deter us from encour
aging all who will to undertake part
time farming. On the other hand, 
there is a large. and, increasing rural 
non-farm population-people who 
like to have a flower garden and raise. 
some vegetables, possibly keep a few 
chickens if the neighbors do not ob
ject; but who do not produce the 
$250 worth of farm products required 
to meet the census definition of a 
farm. 'I place my hope for ourcoun
try and our civilization, largely, if' 
the Church can inspire them with a 
familistic philosophy, in these rural 
non-farm people. ' ..l 

o. E. ~AKER. 

Economic forecasters, who measure 
everything in the terms of goods and 
dollars, figure that if the war lasts two 
years longer the proportion of our 
rural and urban people will have 
made an almost exact reversal of the 
proportion that maintained at th,e 
founding of the Republic. 

Then around ninety per cent of our 
people engaged in agriculture. The 
prediction is that with machine dis
placement and the. continuing march 
toward large or corporate forms of 
crop production, only ten per cent of 
the population will be depending for 
all their living on tre land. 

I do not doubt that under such cir
cumstanceswe as a people could go 
on eating and even produce a consid
erable surplus to ship abroad. In the 
columns of LAND AND HOME it is 
hardly necessary to argue that food 
and fabric are not the only products 
or issues involved. 

Is there earthroom for more fuIl
'time and part-time farmers in post-

for More Full-T. 

war America, your Editors ask? Not, 
I think, if we just let things ride 
along toward larger operations and 
increasing displacement. 

It can be shown, 1 think, that the 
laws and policies we have followed 
for the last quarter century or longer 
have actually spurred such displace
ment. Little or no room will remain 
on the land for more fanners or part
time farmers unless we recognize, as 
a national policy, that the human and 
spiritual values outweigh the strictly 
material values, and make earthroom 
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LAND 

and a living possible for more and 
more people. We can make the room 
if we adopt a determined policy that 
will-whether you like the word or 
not-subsidize the creation of the 
new American land pattern we desire. 
Present laws do much to subsidize 
just the opposite. 

People who believe'that the Ameri
can land must serve as the cradle for 
the race and the national spirit as well 
as a place to do business should fight 
for a new policy that will put the 
weight of the Government behind the 

Massicote 

decentralization of industry, behind 
conservation and reclamation projects 
and behind long-range supervised gov
ernmental" credit designed to project 
these trends. 

RUSSELL LORD 

Whether there is room on the land 
for more full-time and part~time farm
ers in postwar America depends upon 
the course we pursue in meeting sev
eral postwar problems. 

First, we must develop and main
tain an econo'my of abundance. If 
this is accomplished, I believe there 
will be ready markets for maintaining 
approximately our present level of 
production with a reasonable portion 
moving at export, and as our popUla
tion grows there will eventually be 
room for some expansion. However, 
for some time to come the tendency 
will be toward larger farms with 
fewer operators as improved farm 
machinery is dev.eloped. Let us hope, 
however, that some' of our largest 
commercial farms may be divided into 
family sized farms, and that. our, 
methods of taxation and marketing , 
will contribute toward encouraging*' 
family sized operations. 

Through much of our area, farmers 
do not have enough land to make a 
decent living. Either we must have 
a shift from the land to industrial 
work or we must develop some form 
of industrial activity to permit part
time farming over considerable areas. 

A. S. Goss, Master 
The National Grange 

The far-reaching fallacy of those 
who argue against soldiers and others 
going on the land after the war is 
that they base their arguments, so 
far as. the national economy is con
cerned, on the proposition that such 
soil-men might add to a market sur
plus and thereby hurt the whole farm
ing community, by competing in a 
crowded market. 

My answer is that these returning 
soil-men, in the most important sense, 
are competing with no one but star
vation. There can be no surplus on 
a self-sufficient family food farm or a 
reasonable facsimile thereof. There 
are no breadlines on such a food farm. 
The best function of a farm is not to 
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produce money, but to produce basic... 
wealth, which is food. To quote from 
Roger M. Keyes, president of HarlY, 
Ferguson, Inc., "The big commercial 
farm produces crops; the small live
at-home farm produces men." 

ELMER T. PETERSON 

Associate Editor 
The Oklahoma Publishing Company 

Many of our boys returning from 
victory will want farms. Should they 
be encouraged in this? Will they 
produce surpluses to depress farm 
prices? Yes, if an economy of scar
city prevails and our population stag
nates. No, if we produce an abun
dance for all and mUltiply our popula
tion to fill and fully possess our land 
of America .• There is land enough 
when reclaimed and farmed with 
conservation measures to increase the 
cultivated area of the United States' 
from 365 to 490 million acres without 
Alaska. This should make a million 
more family-sized farms of owner 
operators. 

Hope of America lies in this direc
tion rather than toward great indus
trial farms with hired labor that 
crowds more and more of our people 
into great cities. For our safeguard 
of democracy as we understand it in 
America is to increase the rural popu
lation at the expense of congestion 
of cities, where from a sense of, in
security people form into boss-con
trolled groups that lead to fascism. 
Great wheat farms of 900,000 acres 

. would ruin the American way of life. 
Our hope of democracy is the keep
ing up of our industrial initiative on 
a broad front of many owner' oper
ated enterprises of which farming is 
the foundation and most important. 

We need in the United States no 
less than 250 millions of stalwart 
people to make full use of and fully 
to conserve our great land, water, 
forest and mineral resources, to serve 
well the needs of all the people and 
to protect our now underused and 
underpopulated land from designs of 
aggressors in future years. A vigor-

. ous and reverent rural popUlation is 
needed for realizing these objectives 
and calls for more progressive and 
efficient farmers. 

W. C. LOWDERMILK 
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TlJe RUfOI PosffJr' S POle 
RETURNING VETERANS 
AND THE LAND 

John LaFarge. S.J. 

W E are faced with an immediate 
and grave question of provid

ing an agrarian opportunity for the 
returning veterans. At the same time, 
however, this grave question is an 
opportunity. It offers the occasion 
for religious groups in general in the 
United States, and for Catholics in 
particular, to show the highest type 
of leadership in the field of social 

. charity and social justice. 
The question with which we are 

faced is that of devising the Policy 
by which the many hundreds of ~hou
sands of'returning service men who 
may wish to avail themselves. of the 
economic possibilities of the land will 
find a practical fulfillment for their 
desires. 

I 
This is an immediate matter. 

We are not considering it from a 
long-term point of view but as a 
question which cannot be postponed, 
since it concerns a crisis which is 
already beginning to break, for al
ready returning veterans are knocking 
on the many doors of vocational op
portunity. It is an immediate and 
an urgent problem. 

First, it is urgent as a matter of 
justice. These men who have suffered 
and risked their lives in the supreme 
trial of patriotism and devotion are 
clearly entitled to whatever economic 
and social goods the country can af
ford to give to them and to' their 
families. Agrarian opportunity, more
over, is one of the greatest of eco
nomic and social benefits. The truth 
of this assertion has. been recognized 
at the close of numerous previous 
wars both in this country and abroad, 
and it is true from whatever stand
point we look upon it. 

Certainly if we consider. the fam
ilies of these men we see the impor
tance of providing for rehabilitated 
and reconstructed homes through sur
roundings which experience and the 
teachings of our Faith alike show 
are particularly conducive to a sound 

and healthy home life. The presence . 
or absence of agrarian opportunity 
may mean the presence or absence of 
reconstructed homes and the salva
tion of families not only for one but 
for many generations to come. 

Again, such agrarian opportunity 
is important from the standpoint of 
the individual's own psychology. For 
the men who have been through the 
terrific tensions, excitements and cruel 
psychological strains of the war, the 
opportunity to work in the varied, 
peac:;eful and absorbing atmosphere of 
a profitable farm life will be a wel
come salvation for both soul and 
body. We can be sure that countless 
thousands of these young men who 
are now sweating and toiling on the 
battle field or patiently grinding out 
monotonous and ungrateful tasks are 
already thinking of the peace and 
psychological satisfaction of a farIl)., 
of their home. 

Furthermore, the agrarian reh¥ili
tation of the veterans is of the ~eat
est importance for the nation's own 
stabilization. The National Catholic 
Rural Life Movement has, in line 
with many other such agrarian move
ments in this country .and abroad, 
never failed to point out that a na
tional economy which has no place 
for a willing toiler of the soil is an 
unsteady economy. Even though our 
nation has become in great measure 
industrialized, and even supposing 
our industrial existence is' far better' 
regulated and harmonized with hu
man needs than it is at present; even 
if labor and capital learn, as we con
fidently hope they will, to work peace
fully together; even with all these 
advantages of an industrialized world, 
it nevertheless remains true that a 
certain residue of sound agrarianism 
is absolutely essential for the coun
try's welfare. The most essential ele
ment in that sound agrarianism will 
undoubtedly be that of the returning 
veterans, for they are the youth of 
the nation, they are those who carry 
in their own hearts and limbs the 
controls of the future. If we cannot 
build our returning veterans into our 

national economy in a full, 
and integral sense, it will be a 
botched and unfinished job. 

Finally, such opportunity is 
perative as a matter of 
whether we like it or not whatever 
our theory, for the veterans will 
mand it. Among those who will 
such a demand and in no ""'_,:I,""" 
voice, will be, first of all, those 
actually come from farms, a 
number of whom, considerably 
than we think, will be glad to return 
to the type pf work which they 
learned to estimate in more progres
sive rural communities. 

Again, there are the men who are 
affected by unemployment. We hope 
and we pray that private industry, 
aided Qy government, will take up the 
unemployment slack; but it is only 
hope and prayer. We have as yet no 
certainty\ of the same, and we can 
afford to take no chances that any 
class of people, any group or any race 
shall be thrown hideously back into 
the ranks of the proletariat. 

In other words, to put it bluntly, 
we are facing in this question of the 
veteran's employment the decision 
whether or not we shall take strong 
and effective measures to prevent the 
possibility of that terrible evil, a 
postwar proletariat again raising its 
menacing head. Certainly if agrarian 
opportunity, can be provided on a 
wide and intelligent scale it will not 
only be a solvent of a vast sector 
of the unemployment question but it 
will likewise be a means of reducing 

some of the elements which lead to 
the terrible evil of race .tension and 
race conflict, which again threatens 
after the war. 

All these considerations should tum 
our minds in this direction, but in 
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to that the very motive of 
zeal and charity, the good 

should arouse our interest. 
II 

then to the point, the ques
is what practical proposal can 

offer in order to. make this oppor
possible? Can we, for instance, 

. Catholics in the United States so 
the experience of the National 

Rural Life Conference and 
such expert bodies to put for
a proposal which will be not 

an inspiration for us as Catholics 
an inspiration for the country at 

one to which all men of prin
. ciple and good will can adhere? Can 
we propound a plan which is suffi
ciently simple to be workable and 
intelligible but sufficiently compre

to take account of the neces-
.• sary complications in the case? 

. Such a proposal would be ad
dressed, ! first of all, to the govern
ment, both federal and state, as to 
measureS to be used, possibly federal 
and state legislation, and public agen
cies to be encouraged. 

It would be addressed to business 
and industry with a definite proposal 
to enlightened owners and adminis
trators of capital, as well as to the 
leaders of labor in this country. 

It would be addressed to the local 
communities so that they may mo
bilize their resources in accordance 
with such a plan. -Among these com
munities we may include our Cath
olic parishes. 

Finally, it will be addressed to the 
national farm organizations and other 
specialized groups, such as the coop
erative groups, etc. 

III 
Such a proposal will, as I see it, 

need to deal, among other matters, 
with the following problems: 

1. First of all, there is the question 
of land itself. We assume that there 
exists an ample supply of land apart 
from all other considerations. Cer
tainlya regional study of our country 
shows a great surplus of unutilized 
land both in the North and the South 
which should be available for these 
purposes. Our plan will consider 
where such land can be obtained, 
how it can be secured, whether 
through grants or other means of mak-

ing it immediately available; it will 
consider the financial methods by 
which a permanent tenure for worthy 
individuals can be obtained on a 
widespread and equitable basis. A 
very careful consideration will be 
given to the question as to how far 
cooperative land-owning groups may 
be encouraged. 

2. The parallel problem arises as 
to the financing of equipment and of 
homes. . 

3. The wide scope of a veterans' 
rehabilitation plan offers an oppor
{unity for a new pioneering approach 
to the question of the type of agrarian 
settlement, whether, for instance, it is 
to· be separate farms or grouped 
around villages. How far shall efforts 
be concentrated on whole-time farm
ing and how far on part-time? Cer
tainly, any proposal for veteran 're
habilitation would seem to me to con
sider both of these possibilities in 
their due proportion with great care. 
Furthermore, any plan for rehabili
tating the veterans on the land comes 
up squarely against the necessity to 
make it possible for the individual to 
protect himself by cooperative effort 
against the inevitable tendency of 
large agricultural units to absorb or 
to expel the smaller owner. This may 
well prove to be very much of the 
heart of the whole problem. 

IV 
With these obvious considerations 

facing the picture, there are three 
other elements, somewhat less obvious 
but equally important, which would 
appear to need to be considered. 

1. What will be the social and 
religious environment of any pro
posal, for the veteran cannot begin 
his agricultural work in a vacuum? 
In our present world nobody can live 
in a hostile environment and only the 
very exceptional individual can ex-
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pect to start off a career battling 
against the unfavorable attitude on 
the part of the surrounding economy 
or social milieu. We must, therefore, 
frankly ask ourselves, how will these 
returned veterans be received in the 
community itself? What can we pro- / 
pose to enable them to find a more 
favorable environment ready to re
ceive them, and what can we do to 
help correct the same? 

This obviously brings us to con
sider the all important question of 
school facilities for the young, adult 
education opportunities for the vet
erans themselves and their wives, 
cultural opportunities, opportunities 
for both men and women, obviously 
the question of church facilities and 
opportunities for religious worship, 
and finally thaLof a congenial popu
lation. 

Certainly if men are to come back 
into a county or countryside where 
the people look upon them as in
truders or merely as victims to ex
ploit, their lot will be a bitter and a 
hard one. This is not an easy qp.es-

-, tion to unravel, but suggestions and 
}flans that we can make in that direc
~ion may mean the difference between 
life and death for the welfare of many 
a family. 

Surely one of the most Christlike 
works that any clergyman can under
take would seem to be a detailed and 
painstaking attention to the spiritual 
unity and rehabilitation of the vet
eran's family in his new surroundings. 

2. Any project, moreover, which 
is a reality, which takes a body 
and a form must necessarily be 
animated by a spirit. And some 
consideration will need to be given 
to that spirit which will best guar
antee success both of the individ
ual unit and of all projects as a whole. 
Will the spirit be one of merely com
mercial materialism, will it be one 
of a practical utopianism, or will it 
be inspired by a Christi'im and truly 
practical idealism? These are mat
ters that need to be pondered. 

3. Not only ,the social environ
ment, however, needs to be considered 
but very definitely the economic en
vironment, the attitude of business 
and trade, both domestic a:nd inter
national. The work of the veterans 
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will be greatly lightened if they find 
they have the cooperation and lasting 
support of the principal industrial 
organizations, if they know that the 
labor groups are friendly to them, and 
if they themselves are animated by a 
spirit of cooperation with all con
cerned. And last but not least, there 
must be an unqualified, helpful and 
cooperative spirit on the part of those 
who already control the agrarian 
fortunes of the country. On them, on 
their leaders and their organizations, 
on the side of public opinion which 
they ,are in a position to create and 
manipulate, on them depends perhaps 
the last word as to whether the re
habilitation of the veterans will be
come a reality, for it is they in turn 
who in no small measure wiU influence 
even the legislation of our country. 

V 
In conclusion, there will certainly 

need to be considered what practical 
measures can be embarked upon once 
a policy and program has been 
adopted. What measures will make 
this'program known; what measures 
will enable it to be more than a 
pious wish? It' may be necessary, for 
instance, that a commission or com
missions should be formed at once 
to study the subject and prepare plans 
for it. Such men as function, for in
stance, in some of our most effective 
congressional commissions would be 
most helpful in this regard. The 
matter should" not take on a political 
or partisan form but be looked upon 
as a matter of supreme national, so
cial strategy. Existing planning agen
cies for the postwar world might well 
invite certain sub-commissions or co
ordinating groups to incorporate this 
project into their deliberations. 

On the other hand, religious groups 
should by all means take the leader
ship, working along parallel lines, 
aiming at this most vital goal. 

The foregoing are but a few scat
tered question marks. The question 
of this matter will no doubt bring 
out many another point to be inves
tigated and elaborated, but we be
lieveenough has been said to indicate 
it is time to act. We cannot escape 
acting, and we must act with all that 
we can muster in the' field of intelli
gence and courage; 
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP SCHOO 
W illi(J1n l(Jutner 

A DEFINITE lack of Catholic 
leadership 'in our rural areas 

has ,long been recognized. During 
recent years numerous pastors have 
expressed their willingness to cooper
ate with the Rural Life Program ad
vocated by their Bishop, but they 
have experienced an almost universal, 
deficiency of leaders among their own 
people to whom they could turn
leaders who would be qualified to as- , 
sist them in carrying out a program. 

With these thoughts in mind, and 

inspired by the enthusiasm mani
fested by the youth of the nation at 
the Sodality SumJ;Iler Schools of Cath
olic Action, Fathers Arthur P. 
Mooney and Joseph M. Brown, of the 
Diocese of Indianapolis, conceived' 
the idea of organizing a "CATHOLIC 
RURAL LEADERSHIP SCHOOL." 
This was in the late summer of 1944, 
and in the closing week of the same 
year, December 26-28, these two 
rural-minded pastors, with the aid of 
their diocesan confreres, had the hap
piness of witnessing the birth of their 
brain-child. Despite the most incle
ment winter weather, the difficulties 
of transportation, and the limitations 
of rationing, 83 boys and 92 girls of 
southwestern Indiana, together with 
18 of their pastors and assistants as
sembled at St. Mary's School in 
Washington, Indiana, for three days 

of intensive prayer, study, and 
ration for "CATHOLIC 
LEADERSHIP ." 

The basic pattern followed in 
organization of the school was that 
the Sodality Summer School of Cath
olic Action. Fees were held to an 
absolute minimum. Housing arrange_ 
ments were modeled after the plan 
found so successful among 4-H Club 
encampments in Indiana. 

It was recognized from the begin
nhig that.a detailed course could not 
be developed in so short a term of 
school, but it was hoped that an opt
line could be sketched that would 
present a program of activity cover
ing the entire field of Catholic Rural 
Leadership. To do this, place was 
given for discussions of religion, cul
ture, economics, and recreation. Inso
far as the business life of. rural people 
is most truly to be considered a part
nership with Almighty God, the re
ligious ex&!'cises in the Church were 
considered a most vital part of the 
Leadership School. Dialogue Con-

, ventual Mass with the reception of 
Holy Communion began the day's 
activities, and Night Prayers and 
Benediction with the Most Blessed 
Sacrament brought the day to a close. 

In announcing the Leadership 
School its purpose was stated as be
ing: "To prepare Catholic leaders 
among those people who plan to live 
on the land. The school this year is 

, only the first, in what we hope wiIl 
be an annual affair .... All subjects 
will be treated from a practical point 
of view. The faculty members are all 
men and women who have had actual 
experience and practice in the things 
they have been asked to discuss with 
the students. In addition there wiIl 
be' the social advantage of associa
tion with those of one's own walk of 
life." Because of the special requests 
of non-farming interested young peo
ple, the second announcement of the 
school stated: "Although the primary 
purpose of the school is to prepare 
leaders among our farm folk, others 
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interested' in farming and 
life are not, to be excluded or 
admission simply because they 
actually living on a farm at 
" Thus it was that the school 

to serve not only those now 
living on a farm but also the 

living in the smaller towns and 
which are predominantly 

in culture, and depend almost 
on farm folk for their busi

life. 
those interested in the develop-

of the school, we will retrace its 
step by step. On the after

of October 4, 1944, eleven 
met in the Holy Cross Rec-

back in the hills of Perry Coun
'All had come there for mutual 

and the advancement 
better rural living. In the course 
a discussion on problems facing 
rural pastor, the need for lay 

to whom the pastor could 
constantly came to the. fore.' 

Such a setting offered Father Brown 
an excellent opportunity to present 

idea he and Father Mooney had 
just a few short weeks be

fore as they were returning from the 
Chicago Summer School of Catholic 
Action. The idea caught on immedi
ately and a committee was appointed 
to draw up a prospectus of courses to. 
be offered interested students, with 
suggestions as to housing,meals, fac
ulty, etc. 

One month later the same group of 
"rustic brethren" met, and for five 
hours discussed the prospectus as pre
sented by the committee. From that 
second meeting came forth the pro
gram, officials, faculty, and all inci- . 
dentals attendant upon the school. 
Although minor details still had to be 
worked out, the school was ready to 
be publicized in the area decided 
upon-southwestern Indiana. Then 
the unexpected happened: the Dio-

"It takes much longer to train a boy 
to be any good on a farm than to train 
him to work in a war plant. Fellows 
leave the farm in droves and in a few 
weeks learn to operate a machine and 
make big money. But it ta~es a year 
or more to train a boy to do farm 
Work. Some call't learn at all. Farming 
takes more special skills and more judg
ment than any other job in the world. II 

WEBB WALDRON 
The American Mercury 

cese of Indianapolis was elevated to 
the rank of an Archdiocese, and the 
Diocese of Evansville came into -be
ing. "To proceed or await the arrival 
of the new Bishop?" That was the 
question. Following a poll of opinion 
taken through the mails, which was 
favorable, and with the approval of 
Archbishop Ritter and the blessing 
of Bishop Grimmelsman, plans were 
finally completed early in December. 
Just three and one-half weeks before 
the school was to open, the announce
ments and bulletins were put into the 
mail. 

Apparently the project had the 
special blessings of Divine Provi
dence,' for an overflow crowd of eager 
and enthusiastic young people of high 
school age, and others up to twenty
five and not yet married, responded. 
The limited housing facilities of St. 
Mary's "dormitories" were taxed be
yond their capacity so that the loyal 
parishioners of St. Mary's had to be 
called to the rescue,' and they re-
sponded magnanimously. • 

The school faculty, when com-. 
pletely assembled, included Diocesan 
priests, representatives of Purdue 
University's Extension Service, and 
two students from the Grailville Agri
cultural School. The students were 
offered courses in Religious Leader
ship, Religious "Salesmanship," Rudi
ments of Public Speaking, Pointers on 
Parliamentary Law, and Fundamen
tals of Social Recreation. The Ex
tension Service of Purdue introduced 
the students to the large number of 
governmental agencies available to 
farmers, and acquainted them with 
modern techniques of farming and 
of modernizing the home. The two 
students from Grailville "stole 'the 
show" with their lectures and demon
strations. In view of the imminent 
induction into the armed services of 
a large number of the boys who at
tended the school, a special class on 
"Religious and Moral Indoctrination 
for Inductees" was held. During this 
special period for boys, the girls were 
treated to a special lecture by the 
Grailville students on "Women and 
Family Life." 

The reaction of the students 
throughout the school was an inspira
tion to the clergy sponsoring the. meet-
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ing. Best of all the enthusiasm mani
fested by the students apparently was 
genuine, for their pastors have been 
favorably impressed with the spirit 

of their young people since their re
turn from the school. The first tan
gible result of the school was' the 
selection, by the students beforere
turning home, of an editorial board 

. to issue monthly bulletins acquainting 
the students throughout the area with 
parochial rural life activities, the bul
letin thus to serve as a clearing house 
for ideas and as an arrangement to 
further leadership. 

Under the Blessing of Almighty 
God, invoked upon the school by the 
approving Bishops, the following fac
>~ors probably contributed to the suc
ceiS of this first Catholic Rural Lead
t'fship School: first, the need that was 
universally felt for some means of 
developing leadership; secondly, the 
spirit of cooperation among the spon-

. soring group of priests; thirdly, the 
encouragement and support of all 
rural pastors; fourthly, the self-sac
rificing spirit of hospitality mani
fested by the parishioners of St. 
Mary's Church; fifthly', the inspira
tion of the Grailville students and the 
assistance of the Extension Service; 
and last but certainly not least, the 
enthusiastic response of the youth of 
the area. 

If one may judge from the letters 
received from other areas there will 
be more "Catholic Rural Leadership 
Schools" to announce very shortly. 

Church Extension 
Its work has a noble history, a solid 

existence, a bright future. We be
lieve that what the Catholic Church 
Extension Society has done in the 
church-building field might well be 
done in the land-settling· field. Where' 
Extension has given as a donation, 
Catholic Land Associations could 
safely loan on a paying basis. 
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CRACKED CORN 
ing we all have breakfast together in 
the parish hall. Each family brings 
some item for the menu. On Hal
loween and New Year's Eve we have 
parties in the church· hall, and then 
close with Benediction and evening 
prayers in the church." 

Part-Time Farming Warks 
With milking pail in hand, apron 

rippling in the breeze, and a sparkling 
smile of happiness and contentment, 
our woman-of-the-week comes up 
from her small fields for an inter
view. She is Mrs. Edwin Pater of 
Millville-a farmer, wife, and mother. 
Her life parallels the story-book tale 
of the early pioneers. 

With their hearts set on farming, 
the Paters moved front Hamilton to 
Millville 14 years ago. They_ bought 
a little home and also purchased the 
land across the road from their home. 

"When the depression came," says 
Mrs. Pater, "we had to make a choice 
between our house and our land. We 
could not keep both. So we gave up 
the home and decided to build a new 
home on out own land." And that is 
how it came about that Mr. and Mrs. 
Pater, who knew nothing of building, 
fashioned a home and a barn with 
their own hands. The complete job 
took two years, but, according to 
Mrs. Pater, it was well worth it. 

"I helped Mr. Pater dig the foun
dation with a shovel. We did all the 
work by hand. We did not have any 
team," she says. The glow in Mrs. 
Pater's eyes is sufficient proof of the 
"satisfaction that we got from build
ing it ourselves." 

Mr. Pater keeps one foot on the 
soil and one in industry. Although he 
works 10 hours a \day in Hamilton, 
he still finds time to work on his 
land. Of the six acres of the Paters' 
land, they farm only an acre. From 
this acre they get all the food neces
sary for their own family. 

"We have a cow," says Mrs. Pater, 
"and from her we get all our milk, 
butter, and cheese. Each year we 
butcher her calf for meat for the com
ing year." 

Their land also yields peaches, 
cherries, grapes, raspberries,· and 
strawberries, which are all kept for 
their own use. However, each year 
Mrs. Pater sells about $300 worth of 
strawberries. 
. The Pater children-Adele is 12; 
Eugene 15; Jane, who was 17 in 
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December; and Betty, 21, wife of 
James Boyle, who is with the armed 
forces-are completely happy and 
satisfied on their land. 

"After all these years; they still 
think it is a party," says their mother. 
"In the summer they like to take 
their meals into the woods to eat. 
They are happy and not a bit lone
some, for they find real enjoyment 
on their land. Eugene and Adele even 
hate to go to town-they would rath
er walk in the woods." 

Healthy and wholesome, the chil
dren all attend large, modern rural 
schools. 

"I think the children have a fuller 
life and a better home-life on the 
farm," says Mrs. Pater. "Then, too, 
we don't have to worry about our 
children as we would if we lived in 
town. They have more natural en
tertainment, for they make their 
own," adds their mother. 

The Paters are members of the 
Queen of Peace mission in Millville. 
They find much of their entertain
ment within the parish hall. Weekly 
socials and family dances are never 
missed by the. Pater family. Mrs. 
Pater is active in church work and 
was one of the first helpers at the· 
little mission parish. 

"We feel much closer to the church 
here in the country than we did in 
town," Mrs. Pater says. "In big 
churches, you simply hear Mass and 
that is all. At Queen of Peace, we 
spend half the day visiting with our 
neighbors. On Thanksgiving morn-

Mr. Pater also plays the organ in 
the parish church. His talent for 
music supplies much entertainment 
within their own home. 

Although Mrs. Pater grew up on a 
farm at Mount Healthy, Mr. Pater 
was city-bred and knew nothing of
farm life. 

"It just seemed to come to him," 
says his wife with pride. "He had 
never cared for a cow in his life, and 
yet our cow has never been sick." 

The' Pater children are satisfied 
where they are. "They want to stay 
.here on the farm," says Mrs. Pater. 
"They have the same facilities for 
education as city children do. Besides 
that, ·the girls have learned to sew. 
They make their own clethes, even 
tailored coats. They also try their 
hand at millinery and have made new 
hats from old ones." Mrs. Pater be
lieves that farm life, especially the 
small-s~ale farm, such as they own, 
offers a great future for the youth 
of today'. -

"They can have the same conveni
ences in their home as they would 
have in the city. They could raise 
most of their food and still work in 
town. And it doesn't take much gar
den to raise all the vegetables a fam
ily needs,"· Mrs. Pater says from her 
own experience. 

If the city-dwellers could see Mrs. 
Pater's shelves when they are all out 
of points they would have perhaps 
their greatest incentive to move to 
the country. Each year Mrs. Pater 
cans more than 800 quarts of vege
tables, fruits, and meat which last the 
family until the next year's canning. 

"As far as points and rationing are 
concerned, the war has made no dif
ference in our lives," says Mrs. Pater. 
"I bake our bread and even make the 
soap we need from odd fats left from 
butchering." 

Of the house that the Pater's have 
built and the home they have made 
of that house, of their land and the 
full life they have gained from that 
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of the happiness and content
the self-sufficiency and com
independence of their small~ 
farming Mrs. Pater says, "It 

us just fine." 
Firm in their stand that they 

not go back to city-living," 
Pater says, "We never think 

about moving, except to a larger farm. 
-Then Mr. Pater could get away from 
his city job and devote all his time 
to the land. He would like that, and 
so would I," she adds. 

MIRIAM STAUTBERG 

The Catholic Telegraph Register 

Rural Parish Adoration 
.. Parochial Perpetual Adoration is 

an accomplished fact-not a figment, 
not a wish, not a dream, but a warm, 
vibrant fact that instills into souls a 

-flaming spirituality, which makes for 
sanctity. I have seen it and wish 
you to know about _ it. 

Belfield, North Dakota, is a typical 
western prairie town, too small to be 
found on the average map. It lies 
near the "Bad Lands" in the western 
part of the "Flicker-Tail" State, and 
has a population of eight hundred, 
all engaged in raising wheat. In the 
center of the town is a small frame 
Catholic church, the doors of which 
are never locked, and people come 
and go all through the day and all 
through the night, in summer and in 
winter, in heat and in cold-the ther
mometerreaches forty degrees below 
zero in Dakota. They spend at least 
an hour before the Blessed Sacra
ment, offering prayers of reparation 
and atonement to the Eucharistk 
King for the evils of the world and 
beseeching God to bring the war to 
an end and return their loved ones 
to them safe and sound. 

Yes, St. Bernard's Church is the 
"Mecca" of Catholic life in Belfield 
and Father Theodore Roessler is the 
guardian of the "Holy of Holies." His 
parish covers nine hundred square 
miles and numbers less than seven 
hundred Catholics with about one 
hundred communicants dwelling in 
and about the town itself. Yet, in 
1943 there were twenty-eight thou
sand Communions distributed, ::t 
week-day average of fifty persons ap
proaching the Holy Table. . This 

means that 10 per cent of Belfield's 
widely scattered parish communi
cated daily; on Sundays nearly 90 
per cent of the attendance received 
their God into their hearts. I spent 
the night with Belfield's apostolic, 
hospitable pastor and said the third 
Mass the next morning, for whiCh 
thirty-five people remained. During 
breakfast a bell rang and the pastor 
left, remarking there was someone to 
receive Communion. I discovered he 
had rigged up a bell connected with 
a button near the altar rail and had 
told his people that if they could no~ 
get to Mass and still wished to receive, 
all they had to do was to ring the 

A Nu rfll T ()flst to . . . 
THE MOST REV. JOSEPH P. 

DONAHUE, D.D., Auxiliary to 
.the Archbishop of New York. 

THERT. REV. DOM ALBERT J. 
BESTON, O.C.S.O., Abbot of 
New Melleray Abbey. 

THE VERY REV. ADRIAN F. 
BRANDEHOFF, Rector of .Pon
tifical College Josephinwn. 

THE REV .. B.HILGENBERG, on 
the Golden Jubilee of his Ordina
tion. 

MR. GEORGE J: GILLESPIE, 
President of the National Con- . 
ference of Catholic Charities. -

bell and he would be over to give like to conduct a personal investiga-
them Holy Communion .. That morn- tion. So, over h~ went to the church 
ing the communicant was a woman in . after supper, remaining there till 2:00 
slacks on her way to the harvest field. a. m., when he returned to his room 

Perpetual Adoration has been going for two hours of sleep. He reported at 
on for four years in St. Bernard's the church again at 4:00 a. m., and 
parish and Father ~oessler tells how lingered on till Mass time. After 
at its beginning people really thought breakfast his comment was: "Well, 
he was mad, while the priests thete- Father Roessler, your story is cor-
about held it couldn't be done., On - .,recti seeing is believing." The priest 
one occasion two priests, one from" , 'frfm South Dakota was of a more 
South Dakota, the other from Idaho, #actical turn of mind; he believed 
dropped in to see for themselves. ·and went to bed. 
They heard the pastor's story, after 
which the Idahoan remarked he would 

PIEULEAU 

WALTER READ 

Emmanuel 

Here is a recipe that will come in handy during this time of 
rationing and scarcity of food supplies. Whether it is French 
or Spanish in origin. or neither. I do not know: but mother got 
it from her first neighbor in Louisiana. some forty-eight years 
ago. It was one of our best-loved family dishes and we use it 
frequently here in Minnesota. so I know it is good wherever it 
is cooked. -

Take sliced fat meat. meaning ham. bacon or salt pork. as 
little or as much as you wish. and fry. Pour off surplus lard. 
Brown one large onion sliced. add 1 small can tomatoes and 
the fried meat. and 2 cups boiling water. ~alt and pepper. Let 
simmer 20 minutes. add 1 cup rice and finish cooking on not too 
hot part of stove or over low heat. Requires careful watching 
because the rice scorches easily and the finished product must 
not be soupy. but the rice grainy and almost dry. 

If possible. use an iron pot or heavy pan. Thi,s makes a fine 
main dish any day in the year. 

Susan Frawley Eisele. 
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Looking Ahead to Homesteading 

V ETERANS returning from serv
. ice in the armed forces will un

doubtedly look first for security. 
Many postwar planners are determin
ing the best ways for them to accom
plish this. Foremost among these 
plans, of course, is the G. I. Bill of 
Rights. It provides for education, 
vocational training, unemployment 
insurance, and the right to borrow up 
to four thousand dollars for business, 
for building, and for farming pur
poses. 

The latter provision is the one I 
am most interested in at present. 
Under that provision, one may bor
row up to four thousand dollars, 50 
per cent from the government, and 
50 per cent from the bank or loan 
association which makes the loan, 
and the interest can be no higher 
than 4. per cent. The 50 per cent 
guaranteed by the government can be 
repaid in small yearly installments 
over a period of twenty years. 

For many veterans this will be an 
excellent opportunity to get on the 
land and help improve our agricul
tural situation. It will also be a sure 

. step toward economic security. One 
'thing is certain, the transformation 
from war to civilian industry is going 
to take longer than previously an
ticipated. . 

Talk among esoteric bigwigs seems 
to indicate that absorption of the 
veteran into industry will also be 
slow. This in spite of ,the fact that 
many women and youngsters will re
turn to their pre-war duties at school 
and at home. 

In addition to this our economy 
before was an economy that failed' t6 
'give employment to some eight to ten 
million workers. Unless there is some 
new miraculous economy the repeti
tion of that situation is evident. We 
can't afford to wait around for poli
ticians and industrialists to become 
magnanimous to the ever increasing 
proletariat. 

There may be a' new day of eco
nomic security and freedom dawning 
-just as we have political freedom
but we can't stand 'idly by and wait 
for it. We must apply our personal 
efforts in our own sphere of life; our 
own locale and community. 
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After a year of army life-aside 
from1he rough exterior of the hard- ' 
ened and cynical G. I.-there are 
some signs and indications of postwar 
concern. I have found numerous sol
diers who speak about living on a 
farm because it will, they feel, offer 

the only' real security. Also it will 
bring them a peace alld quiet that 
they have so long yearned for and 
haven't had in the hectic army life. 
Solitude in the army is almost,tb un
known quantity. 

The city will undoubtedly still 
hold a great attraction for veterans 
returning home. Even now where 
army camps are near cities of any size, 
one finds them jammed with khaki
clad men and women. Much of this 
is due to the boredom of camp life; 
that and a desire to get away from 
a routined, disciplined life. But, from 
what I have seen, the cities, with their 
superficial entertainment for the sol
diers are only feeding the tapeworm 
of psycho-neuroses that grows daily 
more alarming among soldiers. 

City life will only add to that 
problem, after the final shot is fired. 

'War nerves and the left-over excite
ment of defense work and night life 
is not a good curative measure for 
torn bodies, shattered nerves,and 
sick souls of returning veterans. 

The tenseness of industry strug
gling for a new economy to create 
jobs for all may well lead to another 
age comparable to the roaring twen
ties, when gangsterism came to life 
amid uncontrolled postwar" hysteria 
and moral laxness. 

Some planning along definite lines 
has been made for blind and disabled 

veterans. One of these is to aid them 
in buying and operating farms for a 
livelihood. Vocational guidance along 
rural lines will be offered to them to 
give them a start in rural setting 
Whether serious psycho-neuroti~ 
cases have been considered for this 
experiment, I do not know; it would 
be worth a try. Occupational, therapy 
has done much to aid the sick of mind 
in recent years. Farm work with its 
many phases of hand craft and ::elf
responsible work is the very c!';se'lce 
of occupational therapy. 

There are many G. I.'s today who 
are thinking, "That's the life for me. 
With my bonus and loan I'll buy a 
few acres. Then I'll have fried chick-

. en, pfl,as, carrots, spuds, and top it off 
with peaches smothered with cream-, 
all from my own place." 

It won't all be chicken and gravy. 
Farm life calls for work, ambition, 
and initiative. There are crop failures 
and market slip-ups. But if Joe gets 
some advice from government agen
cies or independent agencies, like the 
Rural Life Conference, farmers' or
ganizations and cooperatives, he can' 
avoid deep pitfalls. 

Tht}re is a definite land boom be
cause city dwellers and country-bred 
purchasers have been buying lands 
and barns. This may well lead to 
inflation prices. Another danger is 
buying dilapidated, abandoned prop
erties. There may be, too, the lure 
of commercializing the farm for sud
den big profits. Promoters are only 
too desirous of selling rookie farmers 
costly and often unnecessary machin
ery. It isn't essential to have all this 
to make a project succeed. 

A couple needn't have the false 
notion that modern conveniences are 
lacking in rural sections. If a project 
succeeds, electric gadgets, motor pow
er, and other comforts are available. 
Here amid the beauties and peace of 
nature a life can be enjoyed superior 
to that in a tiny city apartment where 
withered greens and tough meat are 
the only foods attainable on a shop
ping tour through the jammed 
streets. It will be a change for the 
better to get away from the usual 
living out of a can and a paper sack, 
as so many of our city dwellers do. 

PAUL LUDWIG 
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E COMMUNION OF SAINTS 

THMAR BERGER had been· 
traveling on the bus for more 
a hundred miles now, and it 

to him that the passengers 
talk of only one thing. Of 
this was the Rochelle bus, but 

so, the topic of one's ailments, 
so relentlessly from intimate 

could become irksome. 
down at all-if I'd drop 

dollars I'd have to let it 
" said a woman. "I tried to wear 
arthritis out, but couldn't," said 

. "They weren't sure of my 
so I says to them, I'm going 

Rochelle! "-"1 had an operation 
months ago, and now I'm going 

for a checkup."-"My sister 
operated on for goitre and it 
so long to heal."-"I went to a 

in South Dakota."-"I went 
"-"1 went there."-"I went 

here." 
Othmar Berger indulged in none of 

this shop-talk. In fact he conversed 
little with his fellow-travelers 

the bus. When he was a little boy 
parents had once asked their pas
about him. "Don't worry about 

Othmar," was the reply; "he may be 
something of a lone wolf, but he'll get 
along all right." 

Of one thing Othmar was sure
that he had a dislike for breaking the 
.ice and getting acquainted with 

strangers. Ever since he was big 
enough to drive an old and gentle 
team of horses he had been working 
in the fields, and this had brought him 
early into a mode of life suited per
fectly to his temperament, a life in 
which he communed with the elements 
and creatures' of his solitude-the 
sun, the wind, the clouds, the sudden 
rainstorms that soaked him to the 
skin, the growing plants, the wild 
flowers in the meadows, the hot
weather birds that warbled from the 
fence posts, the sea gulls that flew 
around him just beyond arm's reach, 
the baby rabbits that scampered for 
their lives and the mice that did like
wise. It· wasn't that he disliked his 
fellowmen. Nearly fifty yearS" old 
now, he knew that he loved hisJellow . 
beings just as deeply as he did th~ 
dispossessed denizens of the furrows. 
But he knew also that when meeting 
a new wild flower or a new south wind 
he was at ease and happy, but that 
when meeting a strange man or 
woman he was only abashed and un
happy. In the early years of their 
marriage his wife had pointed out to 
him that he was a "poor mixer," ·and 
he really had tried to better himself 
in that respect, but his efforts had 
come to little fruit and his wife had 
long since dropped the subject. Timid 
and retiring he still was, and he sup
posed that he'd be that way for the 
rest of his life. 

The bus reached Rochelle at 5 
P.M.;. about a dozen buses were 
parked in double file along the curb, 
and the sidewalk in front of the bus 
depot was packed with people, some 
who had just arrived and others who 
were preparing to leave. Othmar 
nudged his way through the humanity 
and the suitcases and set out to look 
for a room. Rooms were scarce in 
the town, he had heard. People who 
were wise reserved rooms before com
ing to Rochelle. Othmar's family doc~ 
tor had arranged for an appointment 
at the clinic, which was to be at three 
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tomorrow afternoon, but no provision 
had been made for a room. 

He inquired at one hotel after an
other, but all were filled. At last a 
clerk said, "The only place where you 
. might get a room is down at· the 
Northwestern." 

The Northwestern was at the ex
treme edge of the town. N ow this 
was in June; the day was warm, and 
Othmar was hot and tired when he 
got to the place. The hotel was near 
the Northwestern railroad, with the 
main tracks just a stone's throw off. 
Yes, there was one room left. ' 

It was an unpretentious hotel, 
which was just what Othmar wanted. 
His room faced to the south-he 
knew that there was a south wind, 
and he at once threw up the window 
and let it in, and it seemed laden 
with all the familiar smells of the 
country. Below, next to the hotel, 
was a court, where some guests' cars 
were parked; farther on was an 
alley, to the left of which curved 
the railroad tracks. That night, when 

,Othmar slept only fitfully, the trains 
.,.; coming into town from the south, 

threw their headlights into the room. 
Beyond the, tracks was water of 

some sort, for frogs croaked all night 
long. Othmar didn't mind the frogs, 
because the frogs were of the coun
try and he was used to them, but 
he was bothered by something that 
went "swish swish," up and down 
the street; and later he could hear 
it on more distant streets. At last 
he got up and went to the window, 
and at an intersection, under the 
subdued night lights, he sa>y a huge 
tarlk on wheels; it was squirting 
water forcefully, while a man in hip 
boots and with a broom was walking 
along in the playing water and scrub
bing the streets. "He's got both feet 
in it, and it must be a cool job," 
thought Othmar, and feeling some
what mollified toward this noctural 
disturbance, he went back to bed 
and slept soundly until awakened by 
the crowing of a rooster. 

He rose, dressed, and went down
stairs. The hotel lobby was deserted, 
except for an elderly night clerk who 
lay draped along a lounge. "Good 
morning!" said the clerk cheerfully. 
"You're early this morning!" 
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"I guess that's because I'm a farm
, er/' said Othmar. "A rooster woke 

me up. Somebody got chickens here?" 

"Yes, some fellow along the river 
has chickens," said the clerk. 

He went outdoors. The sun was 
not yet up; the skies were clear and 
the air crisp. Were he home now he 
would be walking in his rubber boots 
through the dew-drenched pasture 
bringing up the cows. But he wasn't 
worrying about the work at home. 
His boys were big enough now to tak~ 
care of things. 

He walked uptown. Except for 
newsboys distributing papers the 
streets were. empty. He passed a 
bakery, and the baking smells, com
ing on the fresh, clean air, were in
describably sweet and exhilarating. 
That made him hungry, but all the 
restaurants had signs on the doors 
that said, "Not Open' Until Seven.". 
It would be an hour yet before he 
got something to eat. 

He came into the hospital area, 
where there was a scattering of fig
ures, mostly of nurses in their white 
uniforms. Then beyond he saw what 
looked like a Catholic church. 

It was a Catholic church, and peo
ple were gathering for Mass. Othmar 
took a pew, and presently another 
man came in and took a' pew ahead. 
Othmar noticed this newcomer in 
particular because of his extremely 
fragile appearance. The man was in 
fairly good flesh, but his color was 
bad. . 

After Mass Othmar got something 
to eat, then returned to his hotel, 
where he read the papers and rested. 
He went over to the railway depot, 
which was right across the street, 
watched a train come in, and after 
dinner went to the clinic building, 
where he had his appointment at 
three. The doctors examined him, 
then gave him cards and directed him 

. to a desk, where he would receive 
further appointments. "You may 
have your chest x-rayed this after
noon yet, if you wish," !said the girl 
at the desk. 

So he had his chest x-rayed yet 
that afternoon, just before the hour 
of closing, and in his group he noticed 
the stranger with the unhealthy color, 
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the man whom he had noticed that 
morning at Mass. 

The next morning he got up at 
dawn again and went outdoors. It 
was too early yet for Mass, so he sat 

down in the doorway of a locked 
store, tOQk up the paper which had 
been thrown there, read it through, 
folded it the way he found it, replaced 
it and went his way., i\fter Mass he 

. went to the clinic, where 'h~ ha,P ap
pointments for blood tests. ~veral 
times during the day he noticed, in 
the various lines of waiting patients, 
the man who looked so fragile. 

On the morning of the third day, 
while Othmar was waiting his turn 
for stomach x-ray, he again saw the 
man with the pronounced pallor. The 
latter was about fifty; he seemed 
shy and reserved and had a sensitive 
and. fine-featured face. Most of the 
other patients chatted with one an
other, but the man with the fragile 
appearance kept to himself and talked 
to no one. 

There were still two more days of 
waiting in line, two more days of 
various tests and x-rays, and on the 
afternoon of the sixth day othmar 
sat waiting in the lobby of the eighth 
floor' of the clinic building. Soon his 
name would be called, and he would 

. go in and see his doctor and get the 
clinic's verdict. He was nervous and 
frightened. He had the feeling that 
he was a doomed man. He felt friend
less and deserted and alone. 

And as he was sitting. in his chair, 
and not noticing the people who were 
continually coming and going, some 
man occupied the chair beside him 

and said, in a pleasant voice, 
does a lot of waiting here!" 

"Yes, that's true," said' 
agreeably surprised at being 
dressed. He turned-the man 
had sat down beside him was 
man with the fragile look. 

"This afternoon I'll get my 
the latter went on. "I've been 
since Monday. I hope to leave 
morrow morning for home. I live 
Arizona. Walker, Arizona~just 

small town." 
And then the man from Arizona 

opened up and poured forth the his
tory of his ailment. He first began to 
fail three years ago. He went from 
bad to worse. At last his doctors 

.. gave him up, and now, as a last resort . ' he had ,come to this world-famous 
clinic. 

He seemed eager to talk, and Oth
mar seemed equally eager to listen. 
During his days at the clinic Othmar 
had held aloof from his fellow pa
tients-indeed, several times he had 
frozen out individuals who had 
wanted to tell him their troubles. 
And yet now he found himself sud
denly hungry for human contact, 
hungry for the sound of a human 
voice addressed to him in something 
other than a professional capacity. 
Avidly and sympathetically he lis
tened to what the man from Arizona 
had to say, and when the latter had 
finished outlining his history Othmar 
stepped into the breach and gave 
his new-found friend the history of 
his own case. 

A girl came to the desk and called 
out a name. The man from Arizona 
rose, and the girl led him down a 
corridor and out of sight. 

Othmar waited for his own name 
to be called. When he had waited 
about fifteen minutes he again saw 
the man from Arizona, walking slow
ly back along the corridor and alone. 
At the desk he turned and walked 
toward the door and the elevators 
beyond that would carry him to the 
street below. He did not glance in 
Othmar's direction, but at the door 
he wheeled abruptly, as though he 
had forgotten something, and came 
to Othmar's side. "They told me just 
exactly what I was afraid I'd hear," 
he said simply. 
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I'm sorry!" said Othmar; "I 
I could do something for you!" 
other made no reply, but ~x

his hand in a deep and under
clasp, and then was gone. 

IIi a few more minutes Othmar's 
name was called, and a girl led 
into an empty office. Here he 

until his head doctor came in, 
a sheaf of papers. The doctor 
him, then sat down at his 

and began studying the papers. _ 
"There was in your case a suspi

of something a little more se
" began the doctor, after what 

an interminable while, and 
scrutinizing the papers, "but we 
your trouble to be entirely of a 

origin, due largely to over
worry, and no doubt just the 

fact that you're getting older. Heart 
action normal, bloom stream clear, all 

negative; nothing to worry 
about. I'll write to your family doc
tor and he can take care of you. Pre

this card at the desk and you'll 
dismissed and can,go home." 
As he walked to the desk Othmar 

was so happy that it seemed that his 
feet weren't touching the floor. His 
trouble wasn't serious, and now he 
could go home. Home-how he 
thrilled to that thought! He wished 

. that he could leave right away, but 
it was too late now to catch the 
evening bus and he would have to 
wait until morning. 

There would be time, in the morn
ing, for Mass, and so Othmar that 
evening walked to the church and 
went to Confession. Tomorrow he 
would receive Holy Communion for 
the intention of the man with the 
ghostly pallor, the man who was 
fatally ilL He remembered how he 
had told his friend-he hadn't even 
learned his name-how he wished he 
could do something for him; but he 
had meant that in a physical or 
alleviating way. On the spiritual side 
one could always help, and first of 
all now he was going to offer up his 
Communion for him. 

Yes, it was desirable that men help 
one another, and especially was this 
desirable when, of two whom illness 
had befallen, one had been given lift
ing assurance by medical science 
While the other had been denied all 

hope. "He no longer can, in this 
world at least, help me," said Othmar 
to himself, "so I will help him." 

He got back to his hotel at his 
usual bedtime hour,but there was an 
exhilaration upon him that would pre
vent sleep, so he left the hotel and 
walked across the street to the rail
way depot. His soul had just been 
cleansed and the clinic had dis
missed him with minor concern-it 
was no wonder that he had no desire 
for sleep but only to remain awake 
and revel in his happiness .. For a time 
he walked back and forth on the 
flagging outside'the depot, and at last 
sat down on a bench and drank in the 
cool night air and listened to the 
chorusing of the frogs from the near
by water. 

Presently people began gathering 
on the flagging, and at midnight a 
train came in. Some soldier boys 
got off; a few spry civilians followed 
them, . and next came·a .stream com
prised of the lame, the halt, the 
blind and the ill. Then the out-· 
going people got on-a farmei-ish
looking man who took a seat by a ' 
closed window, below which, outside, 
a woman stood and shouted to him 
through the glass: "I'll write you 
how she's getting along! Put your 
suitcase up above-in the cage!" and 
she waved her hands upward. The 
husband's face was pressed to the 
glass-he spoke, but he was a mute 
and helpless figure, "\Y:hile the woman 
continued to give instructions, and 
even as the train moved she ran along 
and shouted, "Do you hear me? Do 
you hear me?" The cars rolled away, 
the chugging of the engine sounding 
sharper and more determined as the 
train moved out of the city and' into 
the country; and Othmar returned 
to his hotel and to bed. He lay 
awake for a time longer, and the 
next thing he knew he was awakened 
by the crowing of that solitary rooster 
that he had come to identify and to 
cherish during his week's stay' in 
the town. He rose; against his win
dow rain was pattering. 

He had no umbrella, but he put 
on his coat, which he had scarcely 
worn since he had left home, and set 
out for the church. The rain pelted 
him, but being a farmer he didn't 
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mind a little rain, and anyway, he 
was a well man again. Over the 
treetops or the town he could see new 
and darker clouds rolling up, and he 
had little more than gotten inside 
the church when these new clouds 
broke in a fury of slashing storm .. 

The number of those in the church 
awaiting the Mass was unusually 
small. The priest was lighting .two 
candles. He returned to the sacristy, 
and soon reappeared in his vestments, 
but withol1t a server. 

Almost immediately a man left a 
front pew, entered the sanctuary, 
knelt and began serving the Mass. 
Othmar recognized him as the man 
with the fragile appearance. 

Othmar was strangely moved'. A 
glow came over ,him-he felt a new 
and a more living bond, not only 
between the Christ of the altar and 
himself, but between himself and the 
man from Arizona, between himself 
and all his fellow men-the doctors 
at the clinic, the men of the x-ray 
machines, the men who ran the ele-

.vators, those who mopped the floors, 
'tll/Jse on the streets, those who ran 
'flle trains that passed so close to his 
hotel, and yes, even that fellow in 
the hip boots who made swishing 
noises all night long with a big broom. 

And now he remembered how only 
yesterday he had passed sentence' on 

. his friend from Arizona, how he had 
pronounced him as having become 
incapable of helping others. Oh, of 
course, by prayer; but no longer in 
any material way. He had relegated 
him to his bed of pain, never again 

to rise, and utterly dependent on his 
fellow beings to ease his final days. 

And as Othmar walked forward 
toward the Communion rail he chided 
himself for his rashness, his arrogance 
and his pride. But when he had re
ceived-and during which the man 
from Arizona held a linen houselling 
salver under his chin-then his spirit 
of self-accusation left him and he 
knew only peace and happiness and 
wonder. 
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OTHER LANDS 

NOT SOLD FOR GOLD 

W. Gore Allen 

"THE last squires ride sadly 
towards the sun . . ." When 

G. K. Chesterton wrote this line, he 
might well have added that the Cath
olic squires had already ridden. Dur
ing the sixteenth and seventeenth cen
turies they had stood up bravely for 
their faith, refusing with such ob
stinancy to desert it that their fellow 
countrymen believed they could not 
count the cost. But they had counted 
it. They knew that the government 
fines could not be paid for long with
out the sale of land., The generations 
of English Catholic farmers that lived 
under the Charleses,' the Jameses, 
Dutch William and Queen Anne 'were 
selling all the time. Starting with the 
-poorest far:ms· on their estates-made 
up of land that was either too heavy 
or too light-they were forced on
wards, until even the productive loam 
had vanished. Some of the more for
tunate kept a few acres for them
selves; others left England to till 
virgin pasture overseas; the vast 
majority slipped quietly from the 

yeoman class to become hired labor. 
Two things were in their blood: 
loyalty to the Church and a deep at
tachment to the soil. 

Came the Industrial Revolution" 
and those farmers of the Old Re
ligion who did not live under the 
shelter of a Catholic landlord (these 
were in Lancashire mostly, and still 
further north) were lured into the 
towns. Throughout the nineteenth 
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century they were part and parcel of 
the Catholic poor-rough, hon~st, 
having large families _ at whatever 
cost, having always broad humor 
and the ingrained habit of attending 
Sunday Mass. With hard work, thick 
skins, and an ever increasing educa
tion, they made themselves respected. 
No election would be won without 
them; no pagan law could be passed 
through Parliament in face of their 
steady and determined opposition. 
There were notable boxers and foot
baIlers amongst them., They were a 
community; a power; . a chunk of salt 
in a society which, without them, 
might have grown away quickly from 
its Christian roots. 

When slump followed the first 
great war, -they were perhaps the first 
to suffer. Because they pad not lim
ited their families, but had often 
bought houses in which' tho~e families 
could live, they stood to lose rar.,ore 
than was lost by their less scrupulous 
companions in misfortune. What 
they did _ retain through these hard 
times was their self-respect. And 
they were saved by a quality which 
can only be called imagination. . -

For a small group of men amongst 
the Catholic population remembered 
that long before. industrialism tri
umphed they had been good farmers. 
Why should they not return to the 
la!ld, now that industry was crash
ing? So, with this thought to guide 
them, the land associations came into 
formation. ,There wer.e Job's com
forters in plenty, to say that it was a 
mad idea; that the men would starve; 
that they would be tricked;.that they 
would forfeit all right to considerate 
treatment by the state. 

Reason was with the minds that 
doubted. English farming in the ten 
years after 1929 had sunk to the 
trough of a depression. Farms which, 

,since the war, had been drained or 
lime'd were notable exceptions; many 
buildings were in ruins; hedges grew 
into the fields; and the farmer who 
did not go bankrupt was known to 
have money invested off his holding. 

Thirty shillings a week was the 
cultural workman's wage. Even 
much the master could not easily 
ford. " . 

These' were the conditions 
the land associations challenged. 
present writer, who was asked to 
ture the men .on types of soil, 
vivid memories of his first trip to . 
farm which they had rented. 
semi-ruin of a house" surrounded 
(l few sour and stony fields, was the 
fullest extent to which their capital 
would run. Some notes, dated Sep
tember 1932, were made upon this 
visit: 

"Have looked over a few queer 
places in my time, but this one is 
quite the ,worst. Asked an old road
man how to l'each it. He said: 'That 
dump? Why-they should be paid 
to farm itl' He was right. The 
last tenant (or the landlord) has left 
them literally nothing. No muck. No 
straw for winter bedding. No roots 
for winter feeding. No place where 

'you would dare to put a cow for 
calving. Do they realize quite how 
bad it is? Yes, I think they do, and 
I think they have faith enough to 
tame i{~ Found a lad of twenty
,typical Londoner, grin a mile wide
plowing land for wheat. Told me 
they would sow it in November . 
Asked him what he was doing a 
month ago. Silly of me. He was 
drawing dole. The priest says Mass 
every morning in the barn-at six 
o'clock. Then they work out of doors 
all day. After that they study crops 
and livestock. Told them they must 
repair the buildings first. When they 
have beasts, they will have manure. 
This is what it needs-tons and tons. 
The only hope of pulling it together." 

Looking back across a dozen years, 
with a sight of the English country
side as it is today, one feels that this 
impression was a nightmare. Yet it 
was true enough. At a time when 
skilled farmers were going out of 
business every week, these lads from 
London, Birmingham, and Glasgow 
dared to pit their faith against the 
whole experience of a nation. Events 
have fully justified such courage. 
Now the Catholic Land Associations 
have farms up and down the country; 
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have their own paper, with its 
increasing circulation, and they 

evolving a policy which, by its 
common sense, is bound to in

economic decisions in the fu-

This is not the place to discuss the 
of distribution-so little un

derstood in general as the Papal pro
nouncements, its source and inspira
tion. What should be noted is the 
COflslsterlcy, tenacity, and sheer 
downright pluck of English Catholic 
farmers. Whether four hundred 
years ago they were facing ruin rather 
than renounce their faith, or whether 

today they are choosing poverty upon 
the land rather than comparative 
wealth in the great towns, it is exactly 
the same story: For gold" they were 
not sold. 

A conviction is growing up that 
all who believe in the truths which 
these simple men have cherished will . 
draw closer and closer to each other 
-across the frontiers and oceans of 
the world. One can think of no words 
more apt to set upon their banners 
than the two words, "Land" and 
"Home." They are at once a song 
ojtriumph and a promise of content
ment. 

REGIONAL CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 

'. Sister M. IlphfJhsHs, I. H.M. 
'T HE first Regional Catholic 

School has been established in 
the Diocese of Trenton under the 
encouragement and sponsorship of 
the Most Reverend Bishop William 
A. Griffin. The school is located in 
Mount Holly, New Jersey, 80 miles 
from New York and nineteen miles 
from Philadelphia, in a region com
prising three parishes and two mis
sion churches and covering a district 
of more than 1,200 square miles. 

Last year four Sisters of the Im
maculate Heart of Mary went to work 
in the Mount Holly area. The first 
work was the taking of a chi1d census. 
Religious instruction classes were im
mediately formed. The classes were 
conducted in homes, mostly farm 
houses near the bus stops which 
would be convenient to the greatest 
number of children. As the classes 
progressed, parents started coming to 
take their children home and later 
to listen in. Not only mothers but 
fathers also came with the result that 
they were soon accompanying ilieir 
children to Sunday Mass. When the 
Sisters traveled through the country, 
they were gratefully met and received 
by the parents, who realized that once 
again· their children were being in
structed in the fundamentals of their 
religion. The project had become a 

family affair. 
Processions for Holy Thursday aqd 

Forty Hours' Devotion were great' 
events. 

First Holy Communion classes in 
four different centers were success
fully prepared. The fruits of the 
Catechetical School were being 
reaped. The children were not only 
learning their religion systematically, 
but were living it in their everyday 
lives. Daily Mass, visits to the 
'Blessed Sacrament, the religious en
vironment began to have their reper
cussions. The children loved it and 
were grateful to God and their bene
factors. 

Bishop Griffin felt that the time 
was ripe for the announcement of the 
opening of a Regional Catholic 
School. He effected the purchase of 
a mansion on a site of five beautifully 
landscaped acres and planned to reno
vate the building so that it would 
serve as a combination convent and 
school. 

The Sisters were to start with a 
kindergarten and ilie first four grades 

. and a new grade was to be added each 
successive yeat. Plans included a 
Chapel, an auditorium, modern rest 
rooms, and a well equipped cafeteria 
and kitchen, besides the class rooms 
and the rooms essential to the com-
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munity life of the Sisters. A building 
fund committee was organized to 
carryon the work so auspiciously be
gun. 

Despite war priorities, labor short
age, and lack of mat~rials, the school 
rooms were ready in September. One 
hundred forty-four pupils arrived on 
opening day. Many of them came 
quite a distance. At oncel the question 
of transportation loomed up as a 
major problem. It was hoped that 
the public school buses would con
vey the children to the school but a 
law was passed that public sc~ool 

buses could not pick up parochial and 
private school children. 

The Bishop decided that the people 
should have their own parish buses, 
the immediate expenses to be de
frayed by the Diocesan Society for 
the Conservation of the Faith. The 
several parishes, sharing the entire 
debt propor.tionately, were given a 
long period of time in which to repay 
the debt to the Society. A parent
teachers association was established 

. with the objective of helping with the 
~~xpenses and repaying the indebted

ness. 
The chapel is the heart of the 

school. Permission was granted for 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament· 
on First Friday. The Devotion of the . 
First Fridays among the children, and 
r~su1tantly among their parents, is 
growing rapidly. The children assist 
at nine o'clock Mass, receive Holy 
Communion and have breakfast in 
the cafeteria. Daily Mass, at which 
the people are encourqged to assist, 
is held in the school.chapel with an 
ever-increasing attendance. 

Every afternoon after school the 
Sisters join the children on their 
way home, stopping at the farm house 
centers where they continue to give 
catechetical instruction to the chil
dren above the fourth grade level who 
cannot attend the Regional School. 
There; are nine of. these centers·. In 
the area there is also a State Institu
tion for Boys where the Catholic boys 
attend Mass once a week and are in
structed by the Sisters on Saturdays: 

Another hope has been realized: 
not just a parochial school, but a 
regional school, unique in its type, the 
forerunner cif many such institutions. 
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RURAL LIFE IN THE PRESS 

The Harrison Township Farmers' 
Institute again was held at St. Mein
rad's Seminary' (St. Meinrad, Indi
ana) under the sponsorship of the Rt. 
Rev. Abbot Ignatius Esser, O.S.B. 
The opening session was held Mon
day evening, January 15, and the 
meeting continued through the morn
ing and afternoon on the following 
day. 

Home Missioners of America, from 
Glendale, Ohio, who have recently 
taken over mission territory surround
ing Statesboro, Ga., are rapidly be
coming settled and acquainted here, 
and are starting in with a determina
tion on ·their w9rk. 

The Rev. Francis McGrath and the 
Rev. Edward Smith, the priests who 
will serve the Mission, were accom
panied to Statesboro by Brother Vin
cent Wilmes, who will care for their 
domestic need. The Rev. W. Howard 
Bishop, Superior of the Home Mis
sioners, came to Georgia with them, 
and went with them to Savannah 
where they paid their respects to the 
Most Rev. Gerald P. O'Hara, Bishop 
of Savannah-Atlanta, at whose invi
tation they had come to Georgia.
Oatholio Aotion of the South. 

Rural Life Board of Councillors-
Bishop Muench of Fargo has ap
pointed eleven priests of the diocese 
to a newly formed Diocesan Rural 
Life Board of Councillors. 

Members at the first meeting 
stressed strongly the necessity of 
helping returning Veterans to locate 
on the land after the war. Tentative 
plans were made to hold a retreat for 
Catholic farmers. It was suggested : 
that parish farmers' clubs be formed 
and gradually enlarged into a diocesan 
organization. 

The new Board will also act as a 
center for the exchange of ideas 
among rural pastors. The Manifesto 
on Rural Life will be used as a study 
manual and The Holy Earth by L. H. 
Bailey was adopted for use as a source 
book.-Oatholio Aotion News. 

More than 6,075 acres have been 
colonized under the auspices of the 
Federation of Christian Farmers' Syn
dicates, a movement started by the 
late Bishop Tomas G. Camacho of 
SaIto, Uruguay, in collaboration with 
his Vicar, Monsignor Fernando Dam
iani. 

The founding of eight new branches 
of the Federation, including one at 
Rosario which has established a co
operative dairy, also is announced. 
The Artigas Syndicate has set aside 
considerable sums towards construc
tion of a school and social center. 
Others report progress in establishing" 
families on the land. 

The Diocese of Saint Augustine is 
making a drive on a diocesan scale to 
meet urgent needs through the United 
Catholic Charities. Specific needs that 
must be met immediately include: 
Rural missions for the isolated peo
ples who dwell in the remote areas 
of western and central Florida. A 
special plea has been made for "the 
plight of these forgotten souls." It 
is hoped to set aside $25,000 for this 
rural program.-The Florida Oatholic. 

Drafting of farm workers is re~ 
ported as having risen but now will 
begin to slow down again. The amount 
of the drain on farm manpower is not 
widely known. Since 1940, about 5lh 
million people have left farms for all 
reasons. About 3lh million have 
gone to work in industry, war plants, 
etc. One and a half million farm 
people are in the armed services. And 
this means, of course, over a million 
able-bodied farm workers, which 
probably. means one worker from 
e;very five or six farms. 

In This Isslft: 
Queen Acres Homestead Project, 

sponsored by Queen of Peace Mission 
parish (Millville, Ohio) has command
ed nation-wide attention as one of 
the foremost solutions offering eco
nomic security. Father Joseph V. 
Urbain, the pastor, still finds time to 
serve the Rural Life Movement in 
many capaciti!'!s': Director of the 1944 
Rural Life Summer Schools in the 
Cincinnati Archdiocese; chairman of 
the annual NCRLC Convention held 
at Cincinnati; and pinch-hitter for 
Msgr. Ligutti during the latter's trip 
to South America. 

The parishioners of st. Michael's, 
Minnesota, share their pastor with 
the nation through his column "I 
Am a Country Pastor." Father 
Joseph A. Ettel is a city boy who 
learned to love farms and farmers. 
When he was sent as pastor to a 
country parish, he adapted" himself 
brilliantly to new conditions, stUd
ied them,' worked out solutions, iden
tified himself with his parishioners, 
and, of course, was promptly made 
the object of their affections. 

Father John LaFarge, S.J., who 
has written the Rural Pastor's Page, 
Father Martin Schirber, O.S.B., and 
the writers of our Guest Editorials 
are too well known in the rural field 
to need introduction to our readers. 

When Dr. O. E. Baker, University 
of Maryland, presents a problem, his 
thesis is based on facts. 

There can be no question that 
Henry A. Wallace has performed a 
signal service to the people of this 
country by bringing out in forcefUl 
dramatic fashion the facts regarding 
economic and financial controls that 
prevail here. These controls haVe 
shaped our welfare in the past and 
all too often, to our grief, and they 
will have the same unfortunate effect 
in the future unless Mr. Wallace Or 
some one else who is prepared to defy 
the lightning of entrenched privilege 
and direct them to the common gOod . 
is permitted to do so.-Pittsburg Oath.. 
olic. 

A One-Day Retreat for Farmers 
was held at Queen of Angels Church,. 
Austin, Minnesota, under the spon
sorship of Reverend ,William Schimek 
Rural Life Director for the Diocese of 
Winona. Seventy farmers, represent
ing twenty parishes, made the Retreat 
which was conducted by Rev. James 
J. M;,cShane, S.l'. Rev. D. A. Cun
ningham, pastor of Queen of Angels 
Church, was the host. The Day of 
Recollection began with Mass at nine 
o'clock and continued with confer
ences and a Holy Hour in the after
noon. Unanimous request was made 
by the retreatants for the exercises 
to be repeated annually. 

Th~ Catholic Rural Leadership 
School for Youth held at Washington, 
Indiana, opens up a new field for 
Rural Life Schools. Father William 
Lautner gives details. 

Regional Catholic Schools like the 
one in New Jersey described by Sis
ter M. Alphonsus, I.H.M., may be a 
solution for many rural districts. 

When Albert Eisele writes a short 
story, there is a treat in store for the 
reader; when Susan hands out one 
of her precious recipes, there is a 
treat in store for the whole family. 
On their Minnesota farm, the Eiseles 
(there are three sons) live the life 
the NCRLC advocates. 

The many friends of Engene S. 
Geissler, former associate editor of 
LAND AND HOME, may like. to knOW 
that his address is: Sgt. E. S. Geissler, 
37422981, 93rd Station Hospital, APO 
622, Miami, Florida. 

W. Gore Allen, ardent agricultur
ist and author, lives at Cartref, Tiver
ton, Devonshire, England. 

Edward J. Horton, of Californi~ 
and others in -this issue relate thelr 
actual experiences in homesteading· 
It can be done; it works; and it pay~ 
in joy and happiness and dollars an 
cents. 
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LITERATURE THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY 
By Paul Hanly Furjey. The Bruce 

Publishing Company, Milwaukee, 
1944. 192 pages. $2.00. 

in giving us "Democracy 
Pressure," has discussed a per
question extremely well. He 

admirably taken the socio
problems of today and put 

on the level of the average read
intelligence. His thesis is that 
BUSINESS, BIG LABOR, and 

AGRICULTURE, along with less
nr,''''''''I,." groups, can endanger our 

. He gives us a complete 
how the "Me First" boys 

nreS!lUI'e in the interests of big 
and what effect this has 

general welfare. Those of us 
accustomed to the smooth 

of "big enterprise" will 
not to swallow every' sugar

statement they put forth. Ac
they often forget the little fel-

Pressure groups could be ,valu
if exerted in the right direction 
based on moral, Christian prin-

J. V. U. 

,MARGERY KEMPE 
. Butler-Bowdon. Devin-Adair Com
pany, New York, 1944. 237 pages, 
$3.75. 
A charming, quaintly written book. 
pOI3SeSSE!S the simplicity of st. Fran

Little Flowers but none of Boc-
spice. 

One would wish for a fifteenth cen
of a mother's daily life in 

''rl:e;;~~.~~:: home. It would be more 
il than the autobiography of 

left her husband and did 
, rear her own children. She might 
be called a mystic, but she was not 
a valiant'woman! 

. The dear Lady Margery complains 
of travel inconveniences-she should 
try it by bus in the year of our Lord 
1945. 

L.G.L. 

PARISH CREDIT UNIONS 
By Arthur Sheehan. The Christian 

Press, New York, 1944. 22 pages. 
10 cents, $6.50 a hundred. 
A splendid catechism in the initial 

field of cooperatives. Pastors, wishing 
~o establish a credit union in their par
Ish, would do well to put this pam
phlet in the hands of their parish
Ioners as a preliminary study. 

J. V. U. 

THE PRIEST 
Our Sunday Visitor, mc., Huntington, 

Indiana, 1945. Monthly. 64 pages. 
$2.00 per year. 
This new magazine in the popular 

Digest size is useful to all priests, 
and covers the entire field from pas
toral work and social action to ascet-
ical theology. . 

J. V. U. 

CHRISTIANITY IN THE 
MARKETPLACE 
By Michael de la Bedoyere. Bruce 

Publishing Company, Milwaukee, 
1944. 127 pages. $2.00. 
The author, editor of the London 

Oatholic Herald, in this excellent 
evaluation of present-day religious 
thought and the failure of Catholi
cism to influence it more, has given to 
us a work that should be read by all 
Catholics interested in spreading 
Christ's influence in the lives 'of men 
today. It should be of special inter
est to the clergy, teachers, and all 
leaders who by their office can influ
ence the actions of particular groups. 

Father Furfey not only brings us 
face to face with, the problem of evil 
as it exists in the world today but 
shows us how Catholics are too fre
quently missing the point in tackling 
a solution. Catholics seem to forget 
that the forces of evil are partly dia
bolic. Against this "mystery of in
iquity" natural weapons are inade
quate. We can meet the ills of so
ciety oruy by relying upon the super
natural. "Our hope," maintains the 
author, '''lies in a frank and free ap
plication of supernatural principles 
and a frank and free use of supernat
ural means." There can be no hope 
of success in our battle against the 
sociology of Satan except by our de
pendence on supernatural weapons. 

This book should encourage priests 
to want to make use of all the powers 
that Christ has given them through 
ordination as'th~ prime antidote for 
modern social ills; and it should spur 
fervent laymen to rely solely on the 
supernatural in faCing the struggle 
against the evil in the world. 

J.V. U. 

The author points out that since 
Catholics have failed to live their 
faith every day of the week; because 
they have not let their Catholic prin
ciples guide and influence all their 
actions, whether at home, at work or 
at play, mostly due to human respect, 
Catholicism has failed to be the di
recting and guiding force to a per
plexed and bewi4lered world. Cath-
olicism can mold the :world according THE PRODUCTION CREDIT 
to the lines of its own thought if oruy SYSTEM FOR FARMERS # 

Catholics, laymen and clergy alike,' Earl L. Butz. The Brookings msti-
laborer and statesman, men all,d wom-.. tution, Washington, D. C., 1944. 104 
en, would put on Christ and become ' pages. $1.00. 
literally other Christs in the market- 1. The Production Credit i?ystem in
places and workshops of the world. ~ cl~~e~: (1) The ~roductIon Credit 

C J G DIVISion of the National Farm Credit 
. " Administration; (2) the twelve Pro

SO YOU'RE GOING TO 
BUY A FARM 
By David B. Greenberg and Oharles 

Oorbin. Greenberg: Publisher, Inc.,' 
New York, 1944. 142 pages. $1.50. 
An agriculturist and a farm broker 

have collaborated on this handy and 
practical collection of fundamental 
information for the prospective farm 
purchaser. Not at all technical and 
very readable, it provides apparently 
everything but the down payment. 

In the words of the authors "the 
book is, addressed primarily to the 
small farmer and those who aspire to 
share his lot" and insists upon the 
injunction to "start small and expand 
slowly". Particularly good is one of 
the final chapters titled "Brass Tacks" 
with sub-headings, Keep Expenses 
Down, Expand Slowly, Mechanize 
With Caution and Diversify. 

BLESSING OF A MOTHER 
AFTER CHILDBffiTH 

C. K. 

Pia Decima Press, Baden Station, St. 
Louis, Mo. 15c each; 10 at $1.00; 
25 at $2.00; 100 at $5.00. 
A very attractive leaflet of four 

pages, containing, both in Latin and 
English,. the prayers of the Church 
for the blessing of a mother after 
childbirth. Pastors interested in 
bringing the liturgy to the attention 
of their people would do well to fur
nish this pamphlet to all mothers on 
the occasion of their churching. 

. J. V. U. 

duction Credit Corporations, one in 
each FCA district; and (3) the more 
than 500 production credit associa
tions serving farmer-borrowers. The 
author believes that the "pace-set
ting" service of PCA's may be cred
ited with the short-term loans on a 
budgeted basis now available to farm
ers through many banks. He suggests 
tl1at the competitive effect on com
mercial banks of the PC subsidy has 
not been great, but that the underly
ing philosophy of continuous subsidy 
and the possibility of its being ex
tended too 'far is a matter for thought. 

O.M.B. 

BUILD IT YOURSELF 
By Michael Rothman. Greenburg Pub

lishers, Inc" New York, 1944. 140 
pages. $1.75. 
Anyone with a "yen" to build things 

of wood, especially the amateur, whC? 
may not know that there is a right 
and wrong way to drive a nail, will 
discover in this book a few "tricks 
of the trade" and many short cuts 
that will make woodworking a pleas
ant and ,interesting task or hobby. 

, The book is clearly written and pro
fusely illustrated with many step-by
step pictures and drawings, designed 
to help the beginner and enable him 
actually to make the things he may 
have been too timid to attempt before. 
Also included are many helpful hints 
and practical information about the 
tools and materials needed in this 
fascinating work, 

B. P., 
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LENT-A Liturgica~ Comfuentary on 
the Lessons and, Gospels , 
By Rev. Conrad Pepler, O;P. B. Herd

er BQok Company, St. Louis, 1944. 
406 pages. $4.00. , 
Pastors will find, in this liturgical 

,MARGARET BRENT
ADVENTURER . 

,COMMUNITY BUILDINGS FOR 
FARM' FAMILIES 

Dprpthy Fremont Grant. Longmans, 
Green and Company, New York, 
1944. 293, pages: $2.50. ' 
The "stormy' petrels of Maryland," 

U. S. Department of 
Washington, D. C. 

commentary on the Lessons and 'Gos
pels of Lent a mine of information for 
their Lenten meditations and instruc
tions. All will learn how well Cath
olic doctrine is expressed through the 
liturgy. 

the Brents,. found, peace and'security 
as well as wealth oil the land. This 
,pook, is ail exciting, historical novel 
based on the colorful life of one of the 
staunchest of Catholic women of co
lonial times. 

letin No. 1804, September 
Community leaders, COltltE'~mpla.tin 

community building as a postwar 
ecti should consult this excellent 
chure. It gives the raison d'etre 
community building, as well as 
architectural design, 
and management. 
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1945 RURAL LIFE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 
Questions: 

1) What kind of religious instruction is most effectire in rural areas? 
2) What must be done to bring our rural schools up to par? 
3) What sort of curricula and textbooks do our rural schools need? 
4) How do you go about organizing a parish credit union? 
5) How can you promote a 4-H club? . 
6) What programs are being proposed to improve rural he/iltk and housing? 
7) How can we settle more families on the land? 

Answers: 
To be proposed at Rural Life Schools, Summer· of 1945, 

By Priests, Sisters, Seminarians, Lay People. 

Th'; National Catholic -Rural Life Conference is prepared to conduct a Rural Life 
session at any point where a group can be assembled without. infringing on ODT 
travel regulations. 

For Information: 

RT. REV. MSGR. L: G • . LIGUTTI,Executive Secretary 
3801 Grand Avenue; D~ Moines 12, Iowa 

Just . Published ••• 

PRO C E E .DI N G'S 

of the 

22nd Annual Convention 

of the 

National Catholic Rural Life Conference 

Cincinnati. Ohio 

Price ••• 51.00 

STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 
3107 W. GALENA ST .. MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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