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THE CA rHOLIC RURAL 

PROBLEM IN AMERICA 

the facts have become well r~cog~ 
nized, and the tendencies have 
grown more pronounced. The 
combination of these two sets of 
facts means that unless (a) mis
sionary activities are very much 

(
ER T AINL Y no place in Amer

ica could provide a more fit
ting background for the study of 
the rural problem, than Vincen
nes, in the rural State of Indiana, 
the heart of the Ohio valley, the 
key to the Northwest Territory, 
and the pre-requisite to the pur
chase of the Louisiana Territory. 
Nor could any place give a more 
Catholic emphasis to the problem 
than this historic center of Catho
licity, the seat of the earliest church 
in Northwest territory and the 
first school-a Catholic school
in Indiana. It is recorded that 
when George Rogers Clark 
marched from Kaskaskia in 1789 
to capture Vincennes for the \ 
United States, the people of that 
settlement accompanied him some 
distance on his way and knelt 
down, soldiers and cItizens 
together, to receive the blessing 
of the parish priest. And as the 
soldiers went on, "the parishioners 
remained on their knees praying 
for the success of the American 
Nation." After a hundred and fifty 
years the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference, invited by an 
apostolic bishop whose motto 
identifies him as a Soldier of 
Christ, meets at Vincennes, and 
with a view of the decline of rural 
life in America, appropriately 
opens and closes its sessions by 
falling on its knees and praying 
again for the success of the Amer
ican nation. 

When I called attention to the 
Catholic rural problem in my 
ad.dress at the meeting of the Cath
ollc Educational Association in 
1920, it was reported, by a dis-

more successful than in the past, 
or (b) a large Catholic rural pop
ulation is built up, the Catholic 
Church will face a declining influ-
ence in America. The period of 
immigration is over, and theforces 
of religion must depend upon mis-

tinguished educator who was pres- sionary effort, or on a larger share 
ent, that "the subject was thor- in the prolific country population, 
oughly manhandled." That, how- or on both. The second of the 
ever, was the beginning of the dis- alternatives defines the Catholic 
cuss ion which led to the series of rural life problem. It is the prob-
Catholic Rural Life conferences lem of building up thousands of 
beginning at St. Louis in 1923 and strong Catholic rural communities. 
culminating in the present meeting The great contribution of the 
at Vincennes. There are still many country to American life is nor 
who are not aware that the Cath- food and fibre but children. Coun-
olic rural life situation presents try children migrate to the city by 

'features which differentiate it from the millions in each generation. 
the general American farm p:cob- This is a natural movement of 
lem. population, because it would· be 

Any Catholic problem must be ", impossible for all of these children 
concerned by its very nature with' *,,0 find sustenance on the farm, 
the diffusion of Christ's teaching, and without this migration the 
with the spread of the Kingdom of city would SOO!} shrink in popula-
God. Catholic population increases tion. 
by births and education in Catho- There are two ways in which 
lic families, and by conversions Catholi<,: rural populations may be 
from without. The problem of built up. The first which one nat-
conversions is a missionary prob- urally thinks of because of the past 
lem, whether it be at home or history, is colonization. The other 
abroad, in city or country. We are way would be by slowing down 
greatly concerned that missionary the migration from the country t.o 
activity of the Church should be 
steadily increased, and particularly 
increased in the country districts, 
but our question at the moment 
deals with the growth of Catholic 
population by birth and education 
in Catholic homes. 

In viewing the Catholic situa
tion in America in general there 
are two outstanding facts: first, 
that Catholics are chiefly city 
dwellers, perhaps to the extent of 
at least four-fifths of their num
ber; and second, that it is the coun
try, not the city, which is the pro
lific source of population. The 
essential facts and tendencies were 
set forth by me in two articles in 
America in 1922. Since then, 

(Please turn to page 2) 

"There is nought which earth dis-
plays with intent to deceive, but in 
clear and simple language stamped 
with the seal of truth, she informs us 
what she can and cannot do. Thus 
it has ever seemed to me that earth is 
the best discoverer of true honesty, in 
that she offers all her stores of know
ledge in a shape acceptable to the 
learner, so that he who runs may 
read." 

Xenephon, The Economist, 434-355 B C 
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the city ef Cathelic yeuth. Cele
nizatien may be understeed in ene 
of two. ways: first, mass coleniza
tien where large greups ef peeple 
are transperted to. farming areas. 
This methed ruled while America 
was being settled, and the grew
ing pepulatien in the eastern sea
beard and the vast army ef immi
grants frem Eurepe spread ever 
the western plains. There have 
been seme instances ef directly 
Cathelic colenizatien which fitted 
into. the general picture ef western 
migratien and had netable results. 
But the end ef mass celenizatien 
came with the filling up ef the 
western areas, and is net likely 
again to. beceme a pregram ef 
impertance except in the settlement 
ef a few new reclamatien prejects. 
Perhaps the eutstanding epportun
nity fer mass colenizatien avail
able in the near future' will be the 
settlement ef the vast irrigated 
lands which will be reclaimed at 
the conclusien ef the constructien 
ef the Grand Ceulee dam. The 
meeting ef the Natienal Cathelic 
Rural Life Cenference at Spekane 
next year will give the members 
an eppertunity to. study this at 
clese range. 

The ether kind ef colenizatien 
which still remains pessible is that 
ef gradual penetratien; that is, a 
few families each year may buy up 
land in use, er perhaps purchase 
frem the Gevernment lan,d which 
has defaulted to. the Federal agen
cies. If the several theusand Cath-

(Please turn to page 26) 

2 

THE (ATHOLI( (OLLEGE 

AND THE LAND 

.1 F we are to. create in this ceun-
try a real Cathelic Civilizatien 

en the land, if, we . are to. succeed 
in building up a way ef life in 
which Cathelic peeple really desire 
the ceuntry rather than the city 
fer their hemes, because they find 
in the ceuntry all the things they 
want and need, then we must man
age in seme way to. connect up 
Cathelic "higher educatien" with 
the land. 

The reasen' is this : We can 
enly succeed .in eur, , enterprise if 
the natural leaders. ot .;:he peeple 
are willing to. take "f}art in it 
whele-heartedly. These. natural 
leaders, being usually ef mere than 
average intellectual capacity, want 
to. receive the best educatien that 
they can get, especially since they 
think that such educatien is the 
gateway to. the attainment ef that 
"culture" which has always cem
manded the respect ef men. And 
so. they go. to. cellege. 

Therefere it is supremely imper
tant that after finishing cellege 
they sheuld go. to. the country and 
take their places as leaders in the 
rural cemmunity. It is' impertant 
that they sheuld de this, but as a 
matter ef fact they den't-and so. 
the country dees net develep any 
true civilizatien ef its ewn, but 
remains merely a seurce ef pepu
latien fer the city. 

What is the treuble? On the 
face ef it ene, weuld think that 
the land effered the best pessible 
envirenment in which the gradu
ate ef a Cathelic college could live 
the kind ef life which his educa
tien has taught him to. value. (We 
are assuming ef course that he is 

sincere in the faith and practice 
ef his religien,. and that he has a 
grasp ef Cathelic theught in the 
realms ef philesephy and ef eco
nemics.) 

In the first place, the country 
effers almest the enly eppertunity 
in the medern werld fer building 
up a real family life. Elsewhere 
the heme (er rather, the apart
ment) is scarcely mere than a place 
to. sleep. In the merning the hus
band gees to. the factery er the 
effice, the wife gees shepping or 
bridge playing, the children go. to 
scheel; and in the evening, cr at 
night, they all return, having been 
·eccupied with different interests all 
day, in erder to. rest up fer ancther 
day ef dispersion. There is small 
chance fer the members ef the fam
ily really to. knew each ether, for 
they have aIm cst nething in ccm
men. 

But en the land the family is a 
real unit geegraphically, econcmic
ally, and s9cially. Husband, wife 
and children (except when the 
tyranny ef the scheel snatches the 
latter) are all werking cocpera
tively at the same enterprise in the 
same place. Each has his appointed 
functien in that enterprise, with 
its cerrespending respensibility. A 
commen interest and a cemmon 
respensibility, tegether with the 
companienship and give-and-take 
of close asseciatien, creates a bond 
which makes the family a real 
community. All this forms the best 
pessible feundation on which t,o 
build that supernatural Cathol1c 
family life which is so. great a 
blessing to. these who. partake of 
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so great a need in our pres-
entdistress. . 

Then there is a great advantage 
in'thekind of work that is done 
on the farm. 

In the first place, it is work that 
, affords a man opportunity to use 

his power of choice in planning 
for the future and in meeting sit
uations. (And let me say here that 
meeting the situations that arise 
on the farm will give scope to all 
the intellectual capacity that a man 
has.) A man thus has that free
dom, that autonomy, which is so 
necessary to his complete develop
ment; and he has the responsibil
ity that accompanies it. 

In the second place, this kind 
of work is a combination of phy
sical and mental activity directed 
to a common end. The mind con
ceives an idea and the hand car
ries it out. The whole man has a 
part in the work. Contrast this 
with the' kind of work done else
where, either purely mental or 
purely physical, where only one 
kind of energy is employed, and 
where the other, unused type of 
energy (physical or mental as the 
case may be) has to be "blown 
off" in some sort of pointless rec
reation. 

In the third place, the work is 
largely non-competitive. In the 
city man's world the guiding prin
ciple is usually competition-get 

\ 

Bishop White at Vincennes 

ahead of the other fellow in buy
ing or selling or in securing the 
job. So much is this so that one 
man can scarcely succeed except at 
the price of someone else's failure. 
If I make the sale, my competitor 
fails to make it. If I get the job, 
the other fellow who wanted it 
loses it. To a Christian who is sin
cere in his following of Christ this 
presents a very serious problem. I 
want to succeed, yet it is intoler
able that the only road to success 
lies over the broken hopes and 
dreams 'of others. 

Something ought to be said here 
with regard to the relation between 
work and a man's personal reli
gion, for there are some kinds of 
work which have a tendency to 
pull one away from God. 

It is a commonplace that man 
comes very close to God when he 
is close to nature. Perhaps this is 
because in nature he is dealing with 
the unspoiled part of creation, the . 
part that has never turned away 
from. God, but continues to obey 
His will in every respect. In nature 
there is none of that complexity, 
that deviousness which character-

But on the land I do not have izes so much human intercourse, 
to pay such a soul-destroying price and which so easily leads to that 
for success. If by hard work I pro- hypocrisy and deceit which pulls 
duce a good crop, that does not one down. On the land one must 
mean that my neighbor's crop is be simple. And one has the soli-
thereby not as good as it would tude which allows for the develop-
have been otherwise. No, he can ment of what one might call per-

, raise a good crop too. I can work sonality in the soul. 
as hard as I want' to; I can employ On the land, also, one is very 
all my ingenuity; I can hope.and near to our Lord in His earthly 
pray that I may succeed in my life-the toil in the heat of the 
undertaking-and all this < with ", 'pay, the weariness, the sitting 
the assurance that I will not be' ':!down to rest. Try carrying heavy 
working the least harm to my oak fence posts on your shoulder 
neighbor. for an hour, and then see, the next 

Thus the type of occupation time you say' your r~sary, how 
which is characteristic of the land much more the Carrymg ?f the 
is a type which in every respect C.ross means to you than It ever 
fits in with the Catholic concep- dld before. . 
tion of the nature and duties of In all these ways and m a thou-
man And therefore a Catholic can sand others, here and there, little 
go i~to this work without stretch- by little, there is built up in one's 
ing his conscience in anyway. (Please turn to page 4) 

en grain, the luscious fruits, the grazing flocks, the rain, the 
sunshine, the hills and mountains and lakes and rivers. 

Contrast the centers of industrialism with the locale of 
normal rural life. In the big cities at their best (I say 'big 
cities' because as a general thing the towns and villages 
of America are definitely rural in character) one beholds 
scarcely aught but the works of man-typified by piles 
of steel and concrete-which succeed only too well in 
hiding from view God's sunshine and the stars. How de
lightfully different is thz countryside, where the ruralist 
comes in daily, intimate, and unobstructed contact with the 
works of the Creator, with wonders scarcely less astound
ing than the multiplication of the loaves on the shore of 
Galilee. His to contemplate at will are the fields of gold-

If and when men and women in mounting numbers 
come to an intelligent appreciation of the superior excel
lence of life on the land-especially men and women in 
positions of leadership, men and women of influence and 
power who have their hands on the affairs of government, 
men and women who are not actuated by selfishness and 
greed but rather by love of neighbor and a consequent 
desire to promote the common good-if and when such 
appreciation becomes more general, effective action will 
be taken to assure a decent livelihood for all the indus
trious and thrifty who recognize that security and content
ment are to be found therein. 
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soul that firm and deep personal 
friendship with God which is the 
object of one's life in this world. 

And what of the opportunities 
on the land for doing something 
worth while? What could be more 
valuable to humanity and to our 
own home land than to help to 
create a truly Catholic civilization, 
where human beings could find 
opportunity for the development 
of all their potentialities? It is a 
thing that needs to be done; the 
land is the place to do it; and the 
educated Catholic is the one to do 
it, since he can be presumed to 
grasp the cultural, ethical, and reli
gious principles on which alone 
such a civilization can be built. 

Thus it would seem that, both 
because of the kind of work 
involved and because of the great 
object to be attained, life on the 
land ought to have a great attrac
tion for the cultured and intelli
gent men and women, who have 
gained their education in our 
Catholic colleges. But such is cer
tainly not the case. 

What is the matter? 
It is admitted that our whole 

educational system is geared to 
train people for the city-and the 
Catholic college is no exception, 
even when its authorities are con
vinced of the necessity of attract
ing people to the land; Even when 
they try to persuade people to see 

the blessings of rural life they do 
not succeed. It remains a fact that 
the more a person is inoculated 
with "culture," the less inclined he 
is to go on the land. 

The fact that culture brings 
with it a dislike for rural life pre
sents us with an "either-or" prop
osition: either there is something 
wrong with rural life, or there is 
something wrong with. culture. 
Being a hundred per cent agrarian 
I would stake my life on the lat
ter. There is something radically 
wrong with our conception of cul
ture, even as it is presented in OUr 
own Catholic schools. 

(Please turn to page 22) 

THE RURAL HIGH SCH,OOL' ~ROGRAM 

DURING the period of expan
sion and industrialization in 

the United States the Catholic 
Church was hard pressed to supply 
priests and other facilities to min
ister to the spiritual needs of her 
children, especially the immigrants 
from the Catholic countries of 
Europe. Naturally, the priests 
went where they could serve the 
greatest number, with the result 
that the centers of Catholic 
strength are now found, not in 
the rural areas, but in the con
gested industrial centers. Now that 
the frontiers have been pushed 
back to the Pacific Ocean, we can 
pause from our arduous task of 
founding new parishes, and calmly 
survey the present scene. As we do 
so, we find conditions that are far 
from healthy. We find a major
ity of our co-religionists depend
ent for the essentials of life upon 

4 

some giant industry over which 
they have no control. We see hov
ering over them the spectre of 
unemployment and consequent 
pauperism even though they are 
surrounded by the richness of this 
land of plenty. Can we blame 
these people if their main concern 
is for that which the pagans seek: 
what we shall eat and wherewith, 
we shall be clothed? We also see 

the disintegration ,of the family, 
'birth-control, and broken homes. 
dur churches, it is true, are 
crowded, but the parishes are no 
longer local units where priest and 
people are known to each other. 
Rather, with Masses every hour 
both upstairs and down, with their 
five-minute sermons, they seem to 
partake of the mass-production 
spirit surrounding them. 

When we realize all these obsta
cles to the proper living of our 
Faith, we naturally turn our 
thoughts back to those better days 
when men were free because they 
owned the means of production, 
and when homes were really homes 
because father, mother and chil
dren 'worked and played and 
prayed together. For most of our 
people those days are past, but the 
rural areas of our country still 
offer opportunity for this free full 
life, provided we can make fartn 
people realize the blessings they 
have; induce them to cast aside the 
materialistic philosophy of indus
trialism; persuade them to stay on 
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land and make farming a way 
ratner than a way of mak

a living. That is the program 
of the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference. 

The rural high school can be an 
efficient agency for furthering this 
program. Our American public 
high schools have now reached a 
stage in their evolution where their 
proper function is fairly well estab
lished. High school education is 
noW considered a part of the gen
eral training that should be given 
to every prospective citizen of a 
democracy. It differs from the pro
gram of the elementary school in 
that it coincides with the period 
of adolescence, a period during' 
which the child begins to think of 
casting off home ties, of acquiring 
autonomy, and of assuming his 
own place in society. Its chief func
tion, then, should be to adjust 
youth to the complex social order 
it is about to enter, not by narrow 
vocational training, but rather by 
providing a philosophy of life. 
The Catholic rural high school 
should 'endeavor" not only to 
acquaint its pupils with the ulti
mate aim of life and the means of 
grace, as all Catholic schools do, 
but also to inculcate a knowledge 
and appreciation of the facts 
already noticed. If this is done, its 
graduates will not fall easy vic
tims of our mechanized, material
istic age, even though they may, 
because of special interests or abil
ities, find it necessary to leave the 
rural areas. And if they stay on 
the farms, they will be able, to 
resist the spirit of commercialism 
in agriculture, and live happy 
Wholesome lives. 

To achieve this ideal the pros
pective farmer will need not only 
the rural philosophy, but also a 
grounding in the scientific and cul
tural subjects. For example, the 
farmer needs considerable biologi
cal knowledge to cultivate his field 
crops, breed the various types of 
farm animals, control noxious 
weeds, combat disease, and insure 
his own and his family's health. 

(Please turn to page 6) 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

Late one afternoon, a few weeks ago, I drove some twenty miles 
to the county seat, to attend (of all things !) the county fair. A 
pleasant and beautiful drive it was, as drives in the country gen
erally are. A large red sun was slowly sinking, a few scattered 
clouds, fleecy clouds, lounging lazily in the western horizon, 
caught the rays of the setting sun, and hurled them magically 
across the sky. Over the fields, some newly plowed, some with 
shocks of corn, others bright green with fall-planted barley, 
hung that soft autumnal haze. Poor singer that I am, I joyously 
burst forth in what was intended to be the exulting solemn tone 
of the preface: "Sursum corda ••••• Gratlas agamus Domino 
Deo nostro" 

But the fair! It.was an interesting demonstration of the super
ior possibilities of, country life. There were of course the usual 
array of hawkers and side-shows, but there-was a great deal more 
to attract the eye of anyone interested in the youth of the county. 
There was the vast array of exhibits,-clothing, dresses, various 
products of the garden and the orchard, cattle and poultry, pre
serves, bread, and cakes, and cookies, ,creations of manual arts,
the results of divers hobbies and interests. Now and then a prize 
awarded to one of the boys or girls of the parish made me feel 
proud, and brought consoling hope in the thought that here are 
outlets for youthful zeal and restless ambition, besides "swinging 
it" in taverns and dance halls. These exhibits represented work 
that mDst of the youngsters...)yill be doing the greater part of their 
lives. The more they reallte the many ways there are to improve 
their own welfare on the farm, to increase the yield of their IleidS'. 
to better the taste of their food, to add to the comfort!; of their 
home, the more they will enjoy the peaceful contentment of their 
rural milieu. Certainly, I think, these activitie,s will prepare them 
for the life they will later on lead, better than being confined' to 
shop or store. A girl, working tense, tiresom~' hours in a factory 
or at a sales counter, or stooped over a typewriter, will benefit 
little by such work, when later she is called' upon as wife arid 
mother to run a household on a very limited budget. And a boy, 
raising better breeds of cattle and hogs, grain of a kind that will 
more successfully withstand the adverse conditions of weather 
and insects, interested in things mechanical, will be able to put in 
daily practice such knowledge and skill. The working and leisure 
hours of these youngsters engaged in such things will not make 
them criminals or Communists. 

Very leisurely I drove home in the light of the red and golden 
harvest moon, thinking of the artificialities of the cities in com
parison with the natural wholesomeness of the country. The 
shocks of corn now looked like the wigwams of the Indians of the 
days not so long ago. One generation let many of the young slip 
away into the cities, just when life on the farm was losing the 
drudgery and back-breaking work of tiling virgin soil or clearing 
stump land. Many of the former drawbacks of the farm have 
been removed; others are being constantly remedied. All the 
more eager, therefore, should we country pastors be, not to 
make the same mistake of letting our young people slip away 
from us. I know I'll do a lot of talking when John or Mary tells 
me of thinking of going to the cities. 

Verily the 4-H program is sound. I must give our county agent 
a ring. 
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As for cultural sJ,lb jects, it is rec
ognized that if he is to make his 
home attractive he must have at 

. least an elementary appreciation of 
design and color harmony. We 
also know that music and drama
tics are the age-old means for pro
moting social contacts, and are the 

raw materials out of which home
made recreations are formed. 

Just as farm life is broad and 
many-sided, so the curriculum of 
the rural high school should con
tain a representative sampling of 
the· major elements of human cul
ture. This does not mean that the 
school's courses need embrace that 
multitude of free electives so com
monly offered by the modern high 
school. Our selections will be taken 
from many fields, but the courses 
will be of the general type. 

Religion, of course, holds first 
place,' for it impresses on the 
youthful mind the necessity of 
worshiping God and of develop
ing virtue.' Moreover, our social 
theory is nothing more than reli
gious principles applied to present 
social conditions. To apply these 
principles and to impress upon the 
mind of the unformed youth the,.. 
truth of our philosophY, we need 
only to unfold before him the 
recorded experiences of the human 
race, and point out to him how 
freedom' has been lost in former 
ages when men sold themselves for 
material gain and became the slaves 
of selfish individuals. In literature 
we have not merely the recorded 
deeds of the past but the ideals 
and emotions of men stirringly set 
forth. Goodness combined with 
beauty has an irresistible appeal to 
the normal individual and is a 
potent means for developing ideals. 

To complete the broadening 
influence of history and English 

6 

literature, the country pupil could 
profit by a reading knowledge of 
Latin. A person who can do no 
more than follow the Latin pray
ers of the Church's liturgy is, by 
that achievement, broadened in his 
outlook, because, as he reads 
prayers composed a thousand years 
ago in the very tongue of the men 
who wrote them, he appreciates 
more fully the timelessness ' of 
Catholic principles. Surrounded by 
the spirit of change and uncer
tainty, he experiences the sense of 
security that comes from UnIon 
with the indefectible society 
founded by Christ. 

Mention has been made of the 
place of science and the fine arts, 
and if we include an elementary 
course in practical mathematics we 
will have all that is necessary for 
our school. Many will ask: "In 
what way does this program differ 
from' that of the ordinary high 
school today?" IUs different, first 
of all, because the courses are 
taught in a different.way; and se!=
ondly, because it provi~ a gen': 
eral curriculum for all. 

History at the moment is inter~ 
preted as the record of an indefi
nite progress toward that ideal 
state where man need no longer 
"eat his bread in the sweat of his 
brow," but can, by the science 
which gives him control over 
nature, enjoy this life to the fulL 
The Catholic interpretation is dif
ferent, and supporting facts are 
easily available. If literature is the 
history of m<)n's ideals, our selec~ 
tions should include those embody-
ing Christian aspirations. . 

Moreover, it seems desirable that 
there be one general curriculum for 
all. Unlike the modern high 
school, we need not offer a wid~ 
selection of free electives. We can 
take care of individual differences 
in interests and abilities within th~ 
framework of a general program. 
Interest is chiefly a question of con
necting subject matter with the 
pupil's present needs, and, because 
man's needs and capacities are 
manifold, interest can be aroused in 
almost any field. To vitalize 

instruction and secure interest a 
wealth of practical projects can' b 
introduced. e 

These projects and extra-Curri_ 
cular activities are also excellent 
media for adjusting the schOol 
program to individual differences 
in a~ility. The exceptional stu_ 
dent can enrich his course through 
many such activities, while the 
slower student learns best by actual 
experience. The student need not 
learn everything through projects 
and extra-curricular activities, but 
he should have enough of these to 
arouse interest, develop attitudes. 
and introduce him to the agencies 
of life outside of school. 

, A program such as is here out
lined-one which aims at Catholic 
rural life objectives, and which 
uses as means a general curriculum 
supplemented by projects and 
extra-curricular activities-is not 
beyond the resources of the small 
country high school. If the pastor 
would teach religion, three other 
teachers could take care of the rest 
of the program without being 
forced to teach in fields not cov
er~d by their majors and minors. 
Oilly one laboratory course in sci
ence is absolutely necessary; the 
others could be demonstration 
courses. A fairly good library is 
essential, but emphasis should be 
on the quality rather than the 
quantity of the books. 

There are': however, attitudes 
on the part of the people, which 
militate against the immediate 
realization of a truly rural pro
gram. Anyone who looks upon 
farming as a commercial enter
prise, and is inoculated by the 
materialistic virus of our age, will 
naturally feel that, as an occupa
tion, agriculture is lowest in the I', 
economic and social scale. The long 
hard hours of toil, the dearth of 
opportunities for social contactS. I' 
the lack of ready money for parti
cipation in commercial recreations. 
together with the fatalistic feeling I 
of impotence in controlling groW- I, 
ing and marketing factors, all con- I 
tribute toward this point of vieW. I 
Aroused by the American ideal of t 
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IN 

'nd~finite material progress, these 
farmers desire to be~ter t~e lo~ of 
their children, and m the1r mmds 
education is the ladder of success. 

To many the exact function of 
the high school is vague. For them 
high school is a stage on the road 
to economic and social betterment, 
and therefore they send their chil
dren to high school to get sixteen 
credits in four years. Others have 
more definite ideas; they want a 
high school course that will pre
pare their children for college and 
the professions: or, if that ideal is 
too remote, they want a type of 
schooling that will at least enable 
them to get a job when they grad
uate. Each group makes its 
demands upon the school. 

In public school circles an 
attempt is made to meet this situa
tion by prescribing a core of con
stant subjects, along with a wide 
variety of elective curricula suited 
to the desires and abilities of the 
various groups. Most schools also 
set up some system of guidance so 
that the students' progress is not 
haphazard~ Our small parochial 
high schools, with their limited 
resources, cannot follow this pro
gram. We have, therefore, the fol
lowing alternatives: we may try 
to adjust to the changing whims 
of pupils, and end up by offering 
a patchwork pattern of courses; or 
we may determine what subjects 
are most useful, set up a general 
curriculum, and adjust to individ~ 
ual differences within the subject 
fields. Before we can successfully 
adopt the latter alternative we. 
r;nust change the attitude of our 
people and win their support. 

There are, then, two major 
objectives in the rural high school 
field: the first is the organization 
of a general curriculum for devel
oping a rural philosophy; the sec
ond is the task of persuading the 
people to accept this philosophy. 
The attainment of the second 
objective depends primarily upon 
the. efforts of the parish priest, 
whlle the first is the task of the 
diocesan' educational officers. If the 
two work in harmony the pro
gram has prospect of success. 

ART IN THE (OUNTRYSIDE 

IN approaching his subject the approval,: but because it has stood 
writer wishes to state, without the test· of, and been freely 

delay that the term "art" is not accepted, by the many. It. has sur-
taken here in the limited sense of vived the most rigid selection. 
the so-called fine arts, but in that Among those who have pointed 
of the popular arts, in the sense out this. distinguishing feature of 
which Tolstoi had in mind when rural art is Tolstoi. He finds this 
he wrote: "The whole of human mark present in rural art, but miss-
existence is full of art objects, ing in urban art. It is his opinion 
beginning with lullabies, dances, that urban att as cultivated by the 
mimic intonations, and ending so-called upper classes degenerated 
with religious services and public from an art which served impor-
ceremonies." It need hardly be tant purposes in life into a mere 
added that art in this sense is real source of pleasure. The logical re-
art; in fact, that it constitutes by sult was that it lost its sincerity 
far the greater part of genuine art. and richness, its significance and 
Nor should it be necessary to argue depth. Having lost thesecharac-
that it has real values. It' refi.nes··' teristics, it became drilled, artifi
and uplifts; it puts dignity into,J cial, distorted. In this, both pro-
work and enthusiasm into play; it fessionalism' and commercialism 
enriches life. And these. things are played a part. "When art was uni-
quite asessendal in the country- versal (before the sharp separation 
side as they are in a city environ- of the city upper classes) ," he says, 
ment. "and only the religious art was 
. ~ural ar~ has .certain chara~te~- appreciated, there were no pseudo-
1St1CS peculiarly 1tS own. Th1s 1S arts, or if they by chance appeared, 
most true, of course, where mod- they quickly disappeared, having 
ern mea?s ?f transportation and been exposed by the whole nation. 
commyt111~atlOn have not led to an . But as soon as there appeared dif-
urba111zatlOn of the countryside ferentiation of art into that of the 
and its ?eople. One of the ~~t aristocracy and that of the people 
outstandmg of these charactenst1cs (predominantly rural), and the 
is its sincerity or simplicity. Rural art of aristocracy was turned into 
a~t lives not because of commer- a mere means of pleasure, and such 
Clal advantage or of professional pleasure-giving art began to be 

remunerated, a crowd of people, 
engaged themselves in this kind of 
activity and art assumed a new 

DAY'S END .AT SEA 

Steadfastly 
The sun walked down red stairsteps 
Into the sea 

Only candling sky 
And genuflecting waves 
Beheld it die 

Florence Hynes Willette 

character and became a profession: 
And as soon as this happened, the 
principle and the most precious 
quality of art-its sincerity-was 
greatly weakened and doomed to 
disappear in such an art. Genuine 
art was replaced by its counter
feit." 

Orie need hardly raise the ques~ 
don whether farm folks can be a 
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DETAILSI=OR MY BURIAL 

Sister M. Madeleva 

As for the matter of my burial, 
It follows hard the golden day I die; 
There needs but a small grave where I may lie, 
Cut in the snow's white peace I love so well, 
Or sweetened with young rain,-one cannot tell
But always, always the great, solicitous sky, 
The quick, close earth, and all that live thereby. 
Dear God, how I desire the consecrate cell! 

It holds divine reprieves, immortal pardons 
Whereby my vagabond feet are stricken free; 
My fingers busy here with mortal gardens 
May plant and pluck to ultimate ecstasy. 
Myself? A heavenly tramp in heavenly Ardens! 
Remember; when you dig a grave for me. 

cultivated people, whether they 
. can, appreciate the arts. Even 
entirely unlettered people have dil
igenlt'J.y cultivated the arts. Our 
own largely unlettered people of 
the Southern mountain country, 
for instance, are not without their 
own distinct culture An observant 
Englishman, the folk-song special
ist, Cecil Sharp, ----pointed to this 
fact and the reason for it, when, 
after having lived for a consider
able time amongst them, he wrote 
the following: 

"The reason why these moun
tain people, albeit unlettered, have 
acquired so many of the essentials 
of culture is partly to be attributed 
to the large amount of leisure they 
enjoy, without which, of course, 
no cultural development is possi
ble, but chiefly to the fact that 
they have one and all entered at 
birth into the full enjoyment of 
their racial heritage-their lan
guage, wisdom, manners, and the 
many graces of life are theirs, and, 
merely rural attributes which have 
been gradually acquired and accu
mulated in past centuries and 
handed down generation by gen
e.ration, each generation adding its 

T 

quotum to that which it received. 
... I found inysel~ 'fo{ the first 
time in my life in a coJriinunity in 
which singing was as common and 
almost as universal a practice as 
speaking. . . . In an ideal state of 
society each child in his earliest 
years would ,as a matter of course 
develop this inborn capacity and 
learn to sing the songs of his fore
fathers in the same natural and 
unselfconscious way in which he 
now learns his mother tongue and 
the elementary literature of the 
nation to which he belongs. . . . 
And it was exactly this ideal state 
of things that I found existing in 
the mountain communities" (Cul
ture in the South, p 519). 

So, too, is there rural art in 
other .sections of our vast country
side. Happily ~ renewed impetus 
has of recent years been given to 
all phases of it. It is to be hoped 
that this revival will be consist-

\ ently stimulated and intelligently 
directed. by all who are interested 
in the betterment of our rural life. 
Few things indeed could do more 
to enrich it and render it more 
generally attractive and satisfying. 
, A great variety of arts are found 

in the United States. Particularly 
prominent among them are music 
the drama, dancing, literature: 
writing, handicrafts, andbeautifi_ 
cation. 

Music has always been one of 
the most universally popular arts 
in the Am,erican countryside. Both 
vocal and instrumental music have 
been at least in some measure fos
tered there. Some few will still 
recall today the old smging 
games" that originated at the home 
parties and housewarmings of pio
neer days. More will remember the 
old folk songs, whether coming 
from other lands or native to the 
soil, which have contributed so 
much to the enrichment of coun
try life in the past. All might well 
be brought back again and pressed 
into service. 

Hudson, writing in the above
quoted volume, Culture in the 
South, makes a clear-cut distinc
tion between the folk-song and 
other cultural legacies, including 
the old popular songs that are 
found in print. According to him 
the difference consists in the man
qer in which they have been 
received. "Whereas the other lega
cies have depended for their perpe
tuation very largely upon print 
and formal education, the folk
songs have· been handed down by 
word of mouth. The folk-song, 
as it is conceived today, is of no 
known authorship, or of an 
authorship that has been forgot
ten. It has been transmitted orally 
for a respectable period of time and 
exists in numerous variants. In a 
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se "America," "Swanee River," 
sen ., " f lk s fo·r and "Dixie are a -song, 
h Y have been taken to the hearts 

t e h . h f the people; bnt t elf aut ors 
ore known.. Their authoritative 
:exts are easily accessible, they.have 
been printed thousands of times, 
and people are m~re or less for
mally taught to smg them. Not 
so the songs that constitute the 
subject matter of this chap~er: The 
authorship of the vast maJonty of 
them is unknown and un discover
able; many of them have scotes 
of variant texts or 'versions, one 
of which is just as authoritative 
as another; and they have been 
perpetuated almost entirely by 
word of mouth, some of them for 
hundreds of years. They are a part 
of the racial memory:' 

The people of our Southland 
have always made much of their 
old ballads. Like their manners 
and customs and language they 
were a part of their racial heritage. 

Singing still lives on in the 
South today. Indeed, there is a 
striking revival of the art there at 
the present time. Nor must it be 
thought that the old traditional 
songs are to be found in. the South 
alone. They. are found, and in 
great numbers, in all sections. The 
volume of Flanders and Brown, 
for instance, on Vermont Folk 
Songs and Ballads, shows the 
almost incredible number in that 
one New England State alone. 

Nota few rural pastors have 
done much to encourage the art of 
music on a parish basis. Some have 
even built up bands, orchestras, 
and choral groups of no mean 
accomplishment. Yet, there is room 
for much more active interest in 
this regard. It is to be hoped that 
many more pastors, led on by the 
present tendency to place greater 
emphasis upon music among our 
rural people, will give special 
attention to the development of 
this wholesome and elevating art 
on a parish basis. 

So, too, might pastors, to the 
benefit of their parishionerl1, 
~ncourage the practice of singing 
In the home. Particularly wouid it 

redound to the good of home life 
if the old practice of the early 
Christian times, of singing 
"psalms, hymns and canticles," 
within the family circle, were 
revived. At :least something has 
been done toward this end. The 
Catholic Conference on Family 
Life, for instance, has given the 
practice a measure of attention. 
Thus, Angela Clendenin has writ
ten regarding it in the official pub
lication, The Catholic Family 
Monthly: 

"Fortunately, there are many of 
us who can recall a time during 
which our lives moved in a sim
pler, more leisurely and less com
plex fashion; when a family, 
thrown upon its own resources for 
diversion, would gather around the 
piano and spend a joyous hour in 
singing There were old songs and 
new ones, some' happy, some sad, 
and the usual frivolous airs. with 

decide that we are hopelessly out 
of tune with the age and then 
complacently dismiss the subject 
from our minds." 

The farm mother and father 
who succeed in bringing the sing
ing of sacred hymns and of old 
wholesome songs back into their 
homes will have gone far toward 
combating the pernicious influence 
caused by the modern noise that 
has usurped the place of music. 

Not unlike music, the drama too 
has genuine values for rural life, 
making for rural betterment by 
lending homemade happiness, color 
and expression to their lives. Due 
to the enorm.ous growth of various 
forms of commercialized recrea
tidn, however, there came with 
time a considerable waning of 

• 
equally frivolous words; but the. "~n bou~lIanbt can not wtll tbrpbt 
c~:mc.ert always ended wit~ th~" ,Ill' bi~ corn witbout bt babe otbtr 
smgmg of hymns appropnate to #17' •• 
the ecclesiastical feast or season. At catttll. nor Ill' bl~ cattell wltbout corn. 
Christmas there were 'Silent Night, ~nb IIpcau~t" tbat ~btpt in mpnt 
Holy Night: 'Adeste Fidelis,' andoppnpon i~ tbt moo~te profptallle~t 
Father Faber's 'Dear Little, One !catttll tbat anp man can babe. tbere .. 
How Sweet Thou Art! St. . 
Patrick and St. Joseph were fore 3J pourpo~t to ~ptake flr~t of 
accorded a week of vocal praise. ~btpt." 
The two favorite hymns for Lent 
and Passiontide might be '0 Come 
and Mourn with Me A while,' and 
the 'Stabat Mater.' During May, 
our blessed Lady was honored 
under all her most glorious titles, 
while in June the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus was blest by 'every heart and . . 
tongue. 

"Remembering the sense of sec
urity and the peace of soul which 
came after such an outpouring of 
angelic prayer, we regret that the 
members of our own families pre
fer the radio and the jazz orches
tra-no matter how blatant and 
disturbing they may be-to sing
ing themselves. We may deplore 
the trend of modern times and 
vehemently denounce the 'crooner' 
and the 'blues singer' and won
der what we cart do about them: 
All that most Of us do is to 
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Fitzherbert, 1523, Book of Husb.ndrie 
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interest in this form of rural art. 
Fortunately, at the present time 
there is a renewed interest in it in 
country districts. The rural drama 
is showing itself particularly in the 
rapid growth of the "Little Thea
ter" in the countryside. 

The rural Catholic will be inter-
'ested to know in this connection 
that the recently organized Cath
olic Theater Conference has 
decided to add to its extensive list 
of committees one charged with 
the task of dealing with the rural 
dramatic field. This shows that an 
important Catholic dramatic 
movement considers the rural com-

(Piease tu~n to page 27) 
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THAT THERE BE ONE FOLD 

AND ONE SHEPHERD 

THE problem of finding the 
"Lost Sheep" and of bringing 

the "Other Sheep" to the fold of 
Christ is one which has occupied 
the attention of the representatives 
of the Good Shepherd from the 
very birth of the Church. Of the 
first, Christ says simply that the 
shepherd "leaveth the ninety-nine 
in the desert and goeth ,after that 
which was lost" (Luke 15, 4); 
and of the other, "Them also 
must I bring and they shall hear 
my voice" (John 10, 16). But 
the task is not simple. It is a prob
lem which every generation of 
priests faces and one to . which 
every zealous priest endeavors to 
find a solution. In the United 
States the problem is principally 
one of bringing Christ's other 
sheep into the true fold. Then: are 
some one hundred and ten mil
lions of such other sheep in the 
country. No matter how high one 
estimates the number of lost or 
straying sheep, they are a much 
smaller element. 

In the parable of the Lost Sheep, 
the shepherd did not just stay with 
his flock and wish he had his stray 
back again; nor did he engage the 
services of a professional sheep 
caller; he went after the sheep him
self. and even laid himself open 
to the charge of neglecting his reg
ular flock to do so. If we priests 
today are to be good shepherds we 
must do the same. We must stop 
deluding ourselves with the idea 
that we have enough to do if we 
just "take care of our own." As a 
matter of fact, we are not taking 
care of our own or there is no 
meaning to the current bemoaning 

of the leakage, which every exper
ienced priest knows is only too 
well-founded. Even if we were 
taking care of our own, we could 
still not escape the plea in those 
longing words of our Lord: 
"Other sheep I have ... them also 
must I bring." It is principally the 
job of the parish priest' to answer 
that plea. It can be delegated in 
part; but it may not be surren-
dered. . 

We must be more active in going 
to seek and bring .back the lost 
sheep. We cannot expec;r1 the lost 
sheep to come to us. TIley would 
not be lost if it were as easy as 
that. And we cannot satisfy our 
own obligations by engaging 
"The Good Fathers" for periodic 
missions in our churches. We must 
go ourselves, and we must go 
where the other sheep and the lost 
sheep are to' be found. Our Lord 
said to the Apostles, "I will make 
you fishers of men. "We priests 
are the successors of the fishers to 
whom he spoke. Is it enough if we 
fish only in our churches and in 
our schools? What fisherman 
would be content to stay at home 
dabbling in the goldfish bowl or 
fishing in his bathtub? Christ's 
charges to the Apostles were given 
in words of action: "Going there
fore ... ," "Go ye." We must not 
only take care of our own; we 
must go to all His sheep, the lost, 
the strayed, the others, as well as 
those still in the fold. 

The first human task in this 
matter is to establish some effective 
religious contact with the lost 
sheep and the other sheep. It is at 
this point that the human part of 

convert making must begin. We 
have some thirty thousand priest 
and an almost unlimited numbe

s 

of laymen in the United Stat~ 
who could and would gladly giVe 
the necessary instructions in Cath. 
olic doctrine. If there are not mOre 
converts it is not for lack of intel. 
ligent instructors. It is because th. 
instructors are not meeting tho~ 
who need their attention. So the 
first problem of a missionary pro. 
gram in town or country is the 
problem of contact. 

Street preaching has proved an 
effective, even if partial, solution 
of that primary problem. Probably 
there is no one complete solution. 
But street preaching could be a 
more complete solution if mOre 
priests and laymen were engaged in 
it. The purely experimental stage 
has been passed., Non-Catholics do 
come to hear Catholic speakers out 
of doors, and that in far greater 
numbers than they ever attend the 
"Non-Catholic Missions" of even 
our best missionaries in churches 
and public halls. 

.Street preaching is a simple and 
inexpensive way of reaching the 
"other sheep." It demands a mini· 
mum of equipment. Trailer chap· 
els are doubtless an aid in any 
program of advertising the Catho
lic Church in non-Catholic sections 
of the country; loud speakers evi· 
dently send the sound of the 
speaker's voice farther than it 
would carry unaided; but neither 
is necessary. In Oklahoma our 
speakers have deliberately kept 
their equipment at a minimum in 
order to show that no special out
lay of money is necessary for their 
work. 

The meetings can be thoroughly 
advertised by news stories in the 
local papers. When we go to a 
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town we call on the local·offi
and under the pretense of 
their permissio~ for the out-

door mission we tell them abo.ut 
rir work and get them to promIse 

~~ . spread word of it a~ong the 
townspeople. As far ~s .tIme per
mits, we call at the pnnClpal stores 
and ask cooperation there also. We 
sometimes make use of signs and 
handbills to supplement the other 
forms of advance. advertising. 
Anyone familiar with the neigh
borly habits of the small town and 
village knows how easy it is to 
send around news of any kind. 
Sometimes our speakers go to the 
local telephone station and ask the 
operator to give a "general ring" 
on the party lines. When the 
receivers are all down, the time and 
place of the outdoor Catholic Revi
val is announced. Another way of 
advertising the meetings in the 
country is to send penny post cards 
to the boxholders along the rural 
mail routes. 

It is important to choose a 
proper location for the outdoor 
talks. Thete are certain places 
where crowds· will congregate and 
others where they will not. It is 
not always possible to give a satis
factory reason for this phenome
non, but it is none the less a mat
ter of experience. The preacher 
should not take his stand too 
near a light if he does not wish 
to be visited by a plague of bugs 
when he begins to speak, and it is 
well to arrange to have the wind 
at one's back. 

The use of a loud speaker 
undoubtedly lessens the strain on 
a speaker's voice. Yet one need 
onl y examine the reaction to some 
evangelical practitioners to realize 
that merely magnifying the sound 
does not always insure a. greater 
and more appreciative reception of 
the message. For this reason, some 
of our speakers prefer not to use a 
loud speaker. Others say they pre
fer a smaller audience with whom 
a bond of contact can be made to 
the uncertainty of an audience 
lurking in the darkness. At any 

(Please turn to page 12) 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

THE CONFERENCE SALUTES THE 

AMERICAN FARMER 

Radio address of the Rev. James A. Byrnes, Executive Sec
retary of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, broad
cast over the NBC Farm and Home Hour, Vincennes, Indi
ana, September 26, 1938. 

FOR the sixteenth consecutive year the Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, in national convention, salutes the Amer
ican farmer. The organization's officers and members, 

gathered here in lovely old Vincennes from all quarters of the 
United States, embrace with enthusiasm another opportunity 
to pay formal respect to the man on. the land-to reaffirm 
their confidence in that man's character quality, in the integ
rity of his ctizenship, in the soundness of his contributions . 
to the nation's well-being-and to renew their pledge of ear
nest cooperation with him to the end that he may have and 
holQ the blessings of economic, social, and spiritual security. 

One need have no more than a superficial acquaintance 
with the mind of the Church to understand the favor with 
which she regards the, ~'g~cultural occupation, and the solici
tude she has everywherefand always displayed for him who 
pursues it. He who works the fields, and at the sweat of his 
brow draws from the good earth the .necessities of human 
existence, for himself and society, not only preserves an origi
nal arrangement of divine Providence, but definitely dignifies 
and enriches his own personality by the intimacies of collab~ 
oration which he maintains with the Author and Conserver 
of life. The consequences of habitual contact with the soil
with nature and with nature's God-normally are good; 
they are good for the farmer himself, good for his family, 
good for the social whole of which he is an element. 

Is it not rather near to the truth to say that, taken by 
and large, America's farm population is constituted of funda
mentally decent men? Are they not, generally, men of rugged 
natural virtue, men of industry and self-restraint, men of 
truthfulness and honesty, men whose dealings with their fel
lows are tuned to the demands of Christian justice and char
ity? Is not the average farmer clean of thought and speech 
and action? And is he not a reverent individual-one who by 
his wholesome respect for respectable persons, places and 
things, stands out almost as an oddity in a generation which 
has decided, it would seem, to laugh off the virtue of reverence 
as something mid-Victorian, or perhaps medieval? 

A categorical "Yes" is the answer of the American hier
archy to these questions. It is the answer, obviously, of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference-and in it we find 
some of the reasons, at least, why the Church manifests a 
special predilection for farm folk, and why she encourages 
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her sons, and daughters of the countryside to keep to the 
vocation of their elders. They of the farms provide a ground
work, the excellence of which is not easily exaggerated, for 
the soul-sanctifying and soul-saving enterprises to which the 
Church is dedicated. 

Again, America's rural population renders a patriotic 
service of tremendous value, as it likewise re-asserts its loyalty 
to the forces. of godliness, when, in alliance with spiritual 
leaders, it offers resistance to those urban influences which 
operate with tragic potency unto the disintegration and the 
destruction of American home and family life. It is a dis
turbing fact that in the industrial centers of our nation, 
under the economic and social pressures which come with 
uncontrolled factory development, the sanctities of marriage 
are treated with pagan indifference, where they are not actu
ally repudiated with pagan shamelessness and brutality. Thus, 
city living imposes stresses and strains on the marital bond; 
it favors the acceptance of the philosophy and practice of 
artificial limitation of family size; and hence it is that the. 
areas of human congestion become the breeding-ground of 
divorce, and the graveyard of the family and the home. C 

To most of these irregularities the farmer is stranger. 
He cherishes the old-fashioned idea that only does he reach 
his full stature as a man when he marries a wife, with whom 
he intends to live in holy wedlock until death do them part, 
and when in the sanctuary of a home he can call his own, he 
raises a sizeable family, for his own comfort and tnat of his 
spouse, and for the greater honor and glory of God' i~ 
heaven, who has blessed their entry into the marital union, 
and raised it to the dignity of a Sacrament. 

Such a man-the typical American farmer-is, we 
insist, an inestimable asset to the demonacy, for he is the 
defender of the very foundations of the national common
weal, and a precious ally of the Church, which, however dis
heartening the assignment in times as chaotic as our own, 
must spend herself and let herself be spent courageously in 
bringing a confused generation to understand that the ways 
of sanity and wisdom are the ways of Christ. 

The National Catholic Rural Life Conference honors 
itself when it honors the farmer, and on occasions such as the 
present one in Vincennes, it steels itself to new determinations 
to serve his temporal and eternal interests according to the 
measure of its possibilities. ' 

May I conclude these remarks with a word of grateful 
acknowledgement to Bishop Ireton and his priests and people 
of the diocese of Richmond, Virginia, who welcomed our last 
year's meeting-to Bishop Ritter and his priests and people 
of the diocese of Indianapolis, to whom we are permanently 
indebted for a multitude of unprecedented courtesies and serv
ices as we meet in Vincennes this year-to Bishop White of 
the diocese of Spokane in Washington, who has invited our 
organization to convene as his guests in 1939-and an espe
cially affectionate salute to the sheep and lambs of my own 
little fold, the men and' women and children of rural Lake
ville, in Minnesota. 
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THAT THERE BE ONE FOLD 
AND ONE SHEPHERD 

(Continued from page I I) 

rate, experience has proved time 
and again that little special equip_ 
ment is needed for successful street 
preaching. 

. Ther~ is a distinct adVantage 
m standmg above those to Whom 
one speaks, but the simplest pulpit 
or 'even an ordinary soap box is 
enough to provide this. 

The technique of street preach
ing is simplicity itself. The pulpit 
is set up. The speaker mounts the 
platform and street preaching is in 
progress. Our Oklahoma speaker 
begins with the Sign of the Cross 
and a prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
He then sings the "Come Holy 
Ghost," one verse if he is shy or 
if his throat is tired, two, or even 
three verses, if he is in good voice. 
,There is a twenty-five or thirty
minute sermon and then a ques
tion and answer period of forty
five minutes or an hour. We make 
little use of a\ box for questions 

.in Oklahoma. We want to make 
contact with questioners, not with 
questions. We find that the verbal 
interchange between inquirer and 
speaker gives better opportunity to 
get at the real difficulty in the 
minds of our people. The first 
phrasing of a question or objec
tion is often no indication of 
that. The dialogue between the 
man in the pulpit and the man in 
the street promotes informality, 
enlivens the meetings, and makes 
for better crowds. 

There has been considerable 
development in our mode of pres
entation of Catholic truth on the 
street corner. In the beginning, we 
aimed at defending the Faith 
against the attacks of which we 
conceived it to be the object. Then 
we stressed the proofs of the Faith. 
Now we know that the best 
method is simply to present JesUs 
Christ; to present the truths of the 
Faith ~s faIling from the lips of 
our Redeemer. That does not mean 
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tMt:we avoid ,:"hat are. called con-
6versial doctnnes. It IS the mode 

clpresentation, rather than the 
doctrines presented that we have 
,banged. We try t? present Jesus 
Cbrist to our audIences and to 
sbow the doctrine~ of the C~urch 
as coming from HIm. There IS no 
doctrine, or practise, of the Church 
tbat cannot be presented in that 
way. Our people hunger for Jesus 
Christ. We try to give Him t.o 
tbem; to bring them to His feet. 
We believe that when they come 
in touch with Jesus Christ under 
Catholic auspices, they will sooner 
or later come to recognize Christ 
in th~ Church which is His Body. 

Effective as street preaching is as 
a means of bringing the shepherd 
into contact with his non-Catholic 
flock, it would be a mistake to 
suppose that street preaching alone 
can accomplish conversion. It must 
be accompanied by much prayer 
and followed by patient and thor
ough instruction. Those who are 
active in street preaching and con
vinced of its value as a means of 
giving non-Catholics information 
about the Catholic Church often 
smart under the unfair criticism 
implied in the questions, ",Well, 
are you making any converts? How 
many converts have you made so 
far?" But to answer the criticism 
effectively, street preachers must 
give more attention to the fol
low-up activity, which with the 
grace Qf God will produce the har
vest of conversions. Up to now, 
there has been such enthusiasm 
over the rediscovery of the oldest 
method of sowing the seed of the 
Word of God that too little atten
tion has been paid to the reaping. 
We must enlarge our vision and 
design and adopt a program which 
wiII take the non-Catholic all the 
way down the long road home. 

SPOKANE IN 1939 The Seventeenth annual convention of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference 

will be held in Spokane, Washington, week of October 15, 1939. His Excellency, 
the Most Reverend Charles D. White, bishop of Spokane and a cherished friend 
of the Conference, has expressed profound satisfaction in the prospect of wel
coming the organization to his See City for its first meeting in the wonderland 
west of the Rockies. The agricultural development of the State of LWashington 
is a modern miracle which can be appreciated only by direct inspection. Plan 
now to see the Pacific Northwest next October. 

It seems to me that any pro
gram of this kind must be applied 
on a parochial basis. There might 
be a national plan, or a diocesan 
plan, but its outlet must be the 
parish, the ordinary unit of Cath
olic activity. 

It is the pastor with his assist
ants and co-workers, cleIical and 

" lay, who must initiate and pursue 
the program. It IS he who is first 
responsible for the spiritual -wel
fare of his flock, Catholic and non-
Catholic. < 

Street preaching should be con
sidered a normal part of the rou
tine work of any priest engaged in 
parochial work. Lay speakers 
should assist the priest, not replace 
him. It will be said that not all 
priests could engage in this work 
successfully. It might be said with 
equal truth that all are not good 
preachers in church, or that all are 
not good business men. Yet these 
are routine matters for every pas
tor. Naturally, some are more 
effective than others. It would 
surely be wrong to suppose that 
one who can present and explain 
the Faith to those who have it, 
cannot present and explain it to 
those who know nothing about it. 

After every outdoor meeting, 
Catholic literature should be dis
tributed. In Oklahoma, we have 
received thousands of pamphlets 
free of charge from the Interna
tional Catholic Truth Society of 
Brooklyn. There should be an 
invitation extended to those who 
desire more information about the 

Catholic Church to give their 
names and addresses to the speaker. 
In my last parish, three summers 
of outdoor speaking netted the 
names and addresses of four hun
dred non-Catholic families. It is 
easy to get a longer list. One could 
just copy the names and addresses 
from mail boxes. But these are per
sons who ask for information. 
There is no need to thrust it upon 
them. 

Those who ask for information 
", ~hould be put on a mailing list 
"""and receive Catholic literature reg

ularly. The ideal would be to have 
them follow. a correspondence 
course of religion such as that 
issued by Kenrick Seminary. They 
should be visited periodically in 
their homes. It is desirable that a 
priest visit them occasionally. It is 
also desirable that some of the vis
iting be done by nuns. They bring 
an influence into the home which 
only they can bring, and they are 
more effective in working with· 
women and children than anyone 
else can be. When a considerable 
number of persons has requested 
information, arrangements should 
be made to assign them in groups 
of five or six to a zealous lay per
son who will be a sort of auxiliary 
pastor, visiting them regularly and 
concerning himself with their 
advancement in Catholic knowl
edge. 

We have experimented with 
Religious Vacation Schools for 
non-Catholics under the direction 

(Please turn to page 16) 
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Rural Pastors/ Teachers/ Parents I 

• Please take note that the nation
wide rural life essay contest for 
1939 will open on Ash Wednes
day, which is February 22, which 
is Washington's birthday. It will 
close on April 9, which is Easter 
Sunday. 

The purpose of the annual com
petition is to afford juvenile Cath
olics . in the country and smaIr . 
towns of America opportunity to 
express themselves on the excel
lence of rural living. Eligible con
testants are (1) Catholic boys and 
girls, (2) regular! y enrolled in 
Grades· VII-XII of public, paro
chial, or private schools, (3) 
located in the open country, or in 
towns of less than 5,000 inhabi
tants that serve as trading centers 
for an agricultural population, (4) 
in those jurisdictions where the 
activity is directed by one of the 
diocesan clergy, with the knowl
edge and approval of the bishop. 

.More details on next year's con
test-the seventh in a series-will 
be supplied in due time. 

Away with Worry! 

• At Vincennes i~ September the 
Conference . board of . directors 
addressed itself to the ugly prob
lem of finance. The circumstances 
of human existence. being what 
they are, our organization has 
material needs which must be met. 
Up to the present the money obli
gations of the Conference have not 
pressed too heavily, thanks to a 

I rather moderate performance sche-
dule, an annual subsidy from the 
American Board of Catholic Mis
sions, and the almost heroic gene
rosity of a small group of bishops 
and priests. 

But things are changing, and \ 
rapidly. They are changing for the 
better. Interest in rural life matters 
is gaining momentum the nation 
over; demands for service mul
tiply with' the passage of the 
months, and opportunity for the 
extension of Conference influence 

fA 

is encountered with increasing fre~ 
quency. What to do? Obviously, 
there is but one thing to do. We 
must meet the new demands, ade
quately, for only· by such accept
ance of the challenge of the times 
do we keep faith with those to 
whom we have promised escape 
from serfdom. -

The Conference Budget com-
mittee reports' that no less than 
$10,000 is necessary in order to 
sustain the enterprises to which 
the organization is now commit
ted. Twice that sum could well be 
employed to initiate some new 
projects which are packed with 
possibilities for good, and very 
inviting accordingly. However, we 
can ill afford to dream just now. 
For the immediate present and the 
indefinite future we need, and must 
have, an annual mcome of 
$18,000. 

The thing should be rather sim
ple .. One hundred an~ual offerings 
of one hundred' doHars··jeich. would 
put our worries to ro~ A thou
sand sustaining memberships at 
ten dollars each per year would 
have the same blessed result. 

At Vincennes alone, ten thou
sand honest people displayed con
fidence in, and respect for the Con
ference program of helpfulness to 
the ruralists of the United States. 
If homore than half that num
ber of well-wishers, drawn from 
the entire nation, would simply 
take a Conference membership at 
$2.00, we coul<;l dissolve our Ways 
and Means committee forthwith. 

We acknowledge all benefac
tions! 

Bishop John Hubert Peschges 

• In nominating the Most Rever
end John Hubert Peschges, D.D., " 
to the bishopric of Crookston in 
Minnesota, the Holy See has pro
vided a thrill of delight to his asso
ciates in the cause of Catholic Rural 
Life. Born and reared on a farm, 
intimately and sympathetically 
conversant from early youth with 

N 
(0 

the problems of farm folk, Bishop 
Peschges has dedicated his great 
gifts of mind and heart, through a 
priestly career of more than thirty 
years, to the betterment of condi
tions in agricultural America. 

One does not normally expect a 
philosopher and theologian to 
'qualify . for leadership in the 
spheres of crop production and ani
mal husbandry. But Bishop Pesch
ges has been amazingly versatile, 
and while in every sense a "dis
penser of the mysteries of God," 
whether as faculty member and 
president of an important ·colIegc 
or when holding· pastoral respon
sibilities, he has been able to place 
a sizeable fund of technical fatm
ing knowledge at the service of all 
who have sought his counsel. 

The officers and me.mbership of 
the Conference, with which the 
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Ordinary of Crookston ,h,as ~een 
'dentified in several capaCltles slllce 
\s creation by his classmate, 
~ishop O'Hara, rejoice that he has 
been elevated to. the episcopal office, 
Their happiness is intensified by 
the conviction they hDld that hIS 
will be a regime Df extraDrdinary 
fruitfulness for God and country 
on the Minnesota side of· the 
already richly favDred Red River 
Valley, 

"Firmetur manus tua, et exal
tetur dextera tua; justitia et judi
cium praeparatio sedis tuae," 

Ad Multos Annos! 

Vincennes/ The UnForgettable I 

• It is difficult to. preserve restraint 
in recording the satisfactions 
which the Vincennes convention 
yielded. Not a major disappDint
ment, not a sour note in the entire 
experience.' On the contrary , a mul
titude of heartening souvenirs! 

The mechanics Df the meeting 
were conceived and executed with 

The American Red Cross 

flawless precisiDn by thDse who. • The stDry Df rural public wel-
accepted IDcal respDnsibility; the fare is nDt cDmplete withDut SDme 
fDrtY-Dne general and sectiDnal mentiDn Df the semi-official Amer-
assemblies were nDtably well- ican Red CrDss. This DrganizatiDn, 
attended; the Dne hundred and during and after the great War, 
thirty-seven scheduled participants carried its prDgram into. every 
in the several programs made con- cDunty in the cDuntry, and in. a 
tributiDns Df merit; and there w~re large number Df rural cDunties 
quantities Df useful discussiDn. entered into. a jDint arrangement 

FDurteen bishDps hDnDred the with the public Dfficials whereby 
conventiDn with their presence; the chapter executive became 
three AbbDts of the Order Df St. respDnsible fDr administering the 
Benedict were m attendance; lDcal pDDr relief. The demDcratic 
apprDximately ten thDusand principles and practices of the Red 
priests, Sisters, BrDthers and lay Cross, their sDcial visiDn and the 
p'ersDns came to. see and hear and quality Df their perscinnelhave 
learn. .. . . . exerted an' impDrtant influence 

. AmDng the new elements in this upDn rural attitudes tDward relief 
year's prDcedure which were well and perSDns in need. Although 
received were a SDlemn CDmpline pDst-war HDme Service was essen-
Service Dn ~und~y evening; a series tially a privately suppDrted prD-
Df panel dlScussIDns by the CDDP- gram and nDt a part cif rural pub-
erative CDmmittee of the CDnfer- lic' ;elfare, it cDnstituted by far 
ence' the rural YDuth and hDme " 

• : , oJ t bl the greatest expanSlOn Df sDcIal mlsslOnary sectlOns; a rDunu- a e', " 1 " h 
I . f h k b'l't f 'the' serVIces m rura areas pnor to. t e ana YSIS 0. t e WDr all y 0. J d " . f I 

V · d P' 1 d J . Red #17' a mlll1stratlOn 0. unemp Dyment mcent e au an unIDr l' f' h I 30' . I" re Ie m t e ear y s. CrDss prDgrams m rura sltuatlOns; 
an Dpen-air cDncluding sessiDn Dn 
Wednesday evening, with balance
as-balance-can "banquet" at 
twenty-five cents the plate. 

The sectio.ns devDted to. reli
giousand secular educatiDn, char
ity and family welfare matters, 
with prDgrams mDre cDmprehen
sive than thDse· Df previDus years, 
attracted splendid audiences. 

All in alL the sDjDurn in DId 
Vincennes was a delightful Dne. It 
has served conspicuDusly well ,to' 
augment the pDwer and prestige Df 
the NatiDnal CathDlic Rural Life 
CDnference. The Dfficers Df the 
DrganizatiDn are cDnsciDus Df their 
indebtedness to' a hDSt Df CDDpera
tDrs who. brDught success to. the 
1938 conventiDn; but particularly 
do. they wish to. extend the assur
ance Df enduring gratitude to. their 
distinguished hDst, the MDSt Rev
erend . JDseph E. Ritter, D.D., 
bishDp Df Indianapolis, and to. his 
priests and peDple. V ive V incen
nest Vive Ie diocese d'!ndianapo
lis! 

For February 

• It is a bit astDnishing that diD
ceses in the heart Df the industrial 
East have rural pDpulatiDns and 
prDblems which warrant the estab
lishment Df diDcesan Rural Life 
Bureaus? The ArchdiDceses Df 
New Y Drk and BaltimDre have 
priest-directDrs of rural life, as have 
also. the diDceses Df RDchester, 
Albany, and PatersDn. In the New 
England sectDr, thDusands Df 
square miles Df farming cDuntry, 
fDrmerly Dwned and Dperated by 
peDple Df Puritan stDck, are nDW 
in the hands Df Latin CathDlics, 
chiefly PDrtuguese. The February 
issue Df the BULLETIN will carry 
an article by the Rev. Patrick T. 
Quinlan, rural life directDr fDr the 
diDcese Df HartfDrd, analyzing 
SDme Df the newer aspects Df agra
rian living alDng the Atlantic 
cDast. 
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THAT THERE BE ONE FOLD . 
AND ONE SHEPHERD 

(Continued from page 13) 

of Sisters. In my last summer in a 
smaIl parish, we had six two-week 
sessions with an attendance of 
more than two hundred non
Catholics. We must, of course, give 
more instruction than that before 
we have our people ready for bap
tism. But, we have found that peo
ple wiII come to the nuns for 
instructions, and we expect to 
develop such instruction by the 
nuns to the point where the work 
of the priest instructor need not be 
very long. We have also experi
mented with a Catholic doctrine 
class taught by Knights of Colum
bus. There was a six-months' class 
conducted at Gypsy Corner in my 

parish. Twelve of those who 
attended were baptized after a few 
special instructions and an exami
nation by a priest. This winter in 
my new parish, we are going to 
try religious discussion clubs for 
non-Catholics under Catholic lay 
leaders. 

This program, as you see, is 
stilI somewhat sketchy. Yet as far 
as it goes it is pretty weII tested 
by experience. It needs deVelop
ment, and we hope it will be 
improved as we go along. 

The results thus far obtained 
are perhaps not great but they are 
not altogether negligible either. 
Not ten days ago, Rev. F. X. 
NeviIle, our diocesan director of 
Catholic Action, told me that he 
had met and brought back to the 

Fold more than fifty "fallen_ 
aways" of whose existence in his 
extensive parish he became aware 
only through street preaching. 
This doubled the congregation in 
two of his mission churches. Dur
ing my last three months in my 
own little parish of three hundred 
and fifty souls, it was my privilege 
to baptize twenty-seven converts 
whose first contact with the 
Church was made through street 
preaching. That is only' a small 
fraction of the sixty-five thousand 
who remain to be converted. But 
remember that when the SOWer 
went out to sow his seed, even that 
which fell on good ground was 
not ready for the harvest immedi
ately, but brought forth fruit in 
patience. 

THE DIGNITY AND JOY OF WORK 
'~ 

EVER since the command: " ... 
cursed is. the earth in thy 

work; with labor and toil shalt 
thou eat thereof all the days of 
thy life. . . . In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread til1 thou 
return to the earth, ... " mankind 
has been prone to regard work as 
a curse upon the race. It has been 
ccinsidered an activity unworthy of 
man. Rarely has work been classed 
as one of the human values. 

Every pagan civilization held 
work in contempt. In the pessi
mistic philosophies of certain Asi
atic cultures, it was inevitably an 
evil thing. The ruins of Babylon 
and Assyria stil1 give evidence of 
the intolerable slavery which built 
their glories; and the pyramids of 
Egypt bespeak the same tragic dis
regard for the personality of the 

16 

workers. In both Greece a!1d Rome 
martuallaborers were considered as 
chattel, and work was generally 
held to be a sub-human activity. 

. Even Aristotle, the greatest of the 
pagan philosophers and one of the 
sanest thinkers of all time, wrote 
in his Politics: " ... there is no 
occasion for the master to know 
how to perform the necessary 
offices, but rather to enjoy the 
labour of others." And again he 
said: " . . . it is not therefore 
proper for any man of honour, or 
any citizen, or any man of public 
affairs, to learn these servile 
employments." And if to the 
pagans work was a contemptible 
thing and unworthy of man, the 
absence of work was the apex of 
happiness, as the temper of the oft
repeated lines from the Quatrains 
of Omar Khayyam indicate: 

Here with a loaf of bread beneath 
the bough 

A flask of wine, a book of verse
and thou 

• Beside me singing in the wilder
ness-

And wilderness is Paradise,. enow. 

On the other hand, the Jews, 
the chosen people of God, were 
perhaps the only people in anti
quity to maintain a respect for 
labor. The Old Testament has 
been cal1ed the hymn of labor, and 
wel1 it is, for it begins with the 
revelation of how God, the first 
great laborer, culminated His work 
by forming man from the slime 
of the earth. 

That Christianity rejected the 
pagan concept toward work and 
replaced it with a code which 
ipsisted on the. rights and dignity 
of all workers, is a truism. The 
names of the dead in the catacombs 
are often foIlowed by the occupa
tions of the deceased, no matter 
how lowly those occupations were, 
for all honest labor is glorious 
before God. And when St. Bene
dict founded monasticism in the 
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summed up his Rule in 
: "Ora et labora

work." This healthy 
of the high worth 

labor done by man reached 
in the Middle Ages. As 

Encyclopedia of the 
Sciences records: "With the 

of slavery, hastened 
___ •. ~~.",n" by the appearance of 

, the way was paved 
conception of labor as pos

a peculiar dignity and 
. . . The guilds soon 
the carriers of a peculiar 

etnics of labor"-it is interesting 
t()~note that the author of the arti
cle thinks the concept "peculiar" 
~"They created the structure 
witnin which developed the pro
fessional pride, the appreciation of 
one's own labor, the justification 
of wealth by labor, which distin
guishes the bourgeois from the 
feudal mentality." 

Among the changes which 
accompanied the Protestant Revolt 
was a new concept of work. And 
necessarily so. Since Luther taught 
that "good works" were useless 
and salvation was by faith alone, 
and since both he and Calvin were 
convinced of man's total corrup
tion and depravity, work, which is 
an activity of man. was likewise 
evil. Yet the queer tenet of Cal
vinism that assurance of predes
tined salvation was by methodical 
and successful work, provided an 

incentive for work which was 
lacking in paganism. Work became 
the religious act; it was a kind of 
cult. 

With the eighteenth century 
labor was reduced by Adam 
Smith, Ricardo and the classical 
economists to a mere factor of pro
duction, like land and capital. 
Work. in theory, had become com
pletely de-humanized. It was a 
mere abstraction. 

It must be admitted to the credit 
of Karl Marx that he revolted 
against this bourgeois concept of 
labor. For him, human labor was 
not only of prime importance, it 
was the only basis of determining 
the value of a product; hence the 
labor theory of value. That in his 

• 
The Church's Blessing of 
Cheese ( or Butter) 

•• From the Roman Ritual 

• 

LET US PRAY - - 0 Lord, Al
mighty, deign to bless and sanctify 
this cheese (or butter) which thou hast 
deigned to produce from the fat of 
animals, so that whoever of thy faith
lui peoples shall eat of it, being fjlled 
with every heavenly blessing and 
grace, may abound in good things. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

indignation against the mechani-
zation and exploitation of labor monotonous, an unpleasant drudg-
he went too far in the other direc- ery, a form· of punishment which 
tion, does not lessen the fact that men must endure in order to keep 

alive. There are some who work 
he raised one of the mightiest with gusto, but they do so in order 
voices in behalf of the rights of. to earn a sufficient amount of 
the worker. -• , . J money to "enjoy themselves" in 

And so to the twentieth cen- #17' their leisure time. They tolerate 
tury. The world has again turned work because it is a means of pleas-
to the pagan concept of work as ure. It is the~extra-ordinary man, 
an evil thing, unworthy of man, the unusual man, indeed, the eccen-
incapable of giving happiness; it is tric man, who would dare to sug-
in evidence on every side: in Rus- gest that work in itself is capable 
sia, for instance, and in the other of giving pleasure, that man might 
totalitarian States where workmen find happiness and satisfaction in 
are hopelessly regimented. and making things, in producing or in 
made the slaves of the State, their aiding in the production of some-
rights and duties, always in fiux, thing useful and beautiful. 
being determined solely by the Science has hinted at the day 
State. when machines and electricity will 

As Berdyaev expresses it: "In
stead of the living personality of 
the worker, his welfare, the rights 
of labor, we see proclaimed as the 
supreme value the power and well
being of the State, the social col
lective. The means of production, 
instead of being given to the pro-
ducers, as Marx demanded, are 
turned over to the Fascist or Com
munist State. The State is recog
nized as the subject, while man 
becomes the object." 

In our own country there is an 
almost complete acceptance of the 
belief that work is necessarily 

have become so efficient that men 
will need to work but one or two 
hours a day, and the nation has 
applauded this potential paradise 
where man will be freed from the 
evil necessity of work. But a few 
years ago political commentators 
were excitedly discussing the 
"momentous and revolutionary" 
forty-hour-week bill proposed by 
(the then) Senator Black. And 
today, the agitation is in favor of 
a thirty-hour week. This legisla
tion, it is true, is designed to 
increase employment, but. at the 
same time, there is the conviction 
that work is evil. that every 
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movement' for reducing hours of 
work is a step in the right direc
tion. 

And to climax everything, we 
are experiencing a new phenome
non-vast multitudes among the 
men on relief who refuse to work 
at all. We are astounded at their 
attitude. And angry. It is not 
right. We offer them jobs, and 
they turn them down with a smile: 
"I can get along without working, 
by staying on relief;" Actually, 
they are being very logical, and 
we should not criticize them. If 
work is evil, and it is good to 
avoid evil, then it is better not to 
work. We have espoused the pagan 
philosophy toward work. Why 
should we castigate the millions 
on relief for being good pagans? 
The unusual touch about the new 
paganism is, that whereas formerly 
the masses were oppressed and 
made to work endlessly for the 
pleasure of the few, today the 
"have-nots" are basking in idle
ness, while those who have spent 
their lives in accumulating, squeez
ing and sucking profits at the toll 
of endless work and worry, are 
being forced to continue without 
rest in order to bear the increasing 
tax burdens. It is the one thor-

AUTUMN FIELDS 
Florence Hynes Willette 

oughly enjoyable aspect of the 
whole tragic mess. 

It should be agreed, then, that 
there is a real need for the re
assertion of the true nature of 
work. Let us examine those activ
ities by which men make their liv
ing and find what is essential. 

First of all. work is human. 
The bees and the ants and the 
horses perform tasks, but they do 
so by instinct or force; it is purely 
physical activity. But man's endea
vors must be free and spiritual, 
as well as physical, to be called 
work. It demands the use of the 
intellect and the will as well as 
the body. Judgment and will 
power distinguish men from ani
mals, and these powers are most 
frequently expressed through 
work; for the satisfaction of the 
intellect and the gratification of 
the. will demand that what has 
been judged or wj1led result in an 
exterior change or' a practical appli
cation. It is the exercise of these 
two exclusively humiu; powers 
that distinguishes worllt'" from all 
other "exertions of force." 

Since work is an activity which 
each human being can exercise, it is 
first individual and personal. But 

Beyond the eye's keen reach and yet beyond 
Fields lately garnered undulate and spread 
Dull gold, or bl~ckened wit~ the plow's deep tread; 
South-curving WIngs, ascendIng from the pond, 
Drop shy quick shadows on the stubble-frond 
And wind is busy with the leaves new-dead. 
The long grape's scarlet and the sumac's red 
Bind field to field with an exotic bond. 

Only the amber sweeps of corn remain 
To task the gleaners where the yello.w ears 
Hang rich with promise for succeedIng years. 
The late blown daisy dallies in the lane 
And young wheat gleams like jade through stubble gold. 
Faith sowed these fields and reaped a hundred fold. 

it is more than that: it is 
and social.' It is a never-endin 

. /.h· h . g game In w 1C no man 1S abso. 
lutely important but in which all 
men are important. Men Work 
with one another, for one another 
They start projects which they 
know other men must finish. They 
work together and they work for 
their mutual betterment. God 
endowe<i the earth richly with nat. 
ural gifts, but all that is cultural 
in civilization-literature, music 
architecture, and agronomY-ha; 
been achieved by man at Work. 
using his intellect to shape the 
natural resources to his better 
advantage. Thus man through 
work achieves more than a bare 
E:xistence, such as nature might 
provide. He gets abundance, which 
means security; and he gets finer 
products, which means luxuries. 

Now, work must also be use· 
ful. It must contribute something 
to the individual, aid in his devel. 
opment, take care of his needs, lead 
him toward his final end. And 
because work is also cultural-social. 
it ought to contribute something 
to fellow man, at least indirectly. 
hctivity which is without utility 
-digging ditches one week and 
filling them in the next-is not 
work. It is slavery. Work craves 
to be useful; it shrinks from futil· 
ity. 

Finally, work is joyful. Work 
that is only useful, which merely 
satisfies the material needs of man, 
does not gratify the spiritual part 
of man's nature. In the light of 
what has been said about the tra
ditional conviction that work is 
evil, it seems to be a contradiction 
to assert that work is joyful. But 
we must distinguish between the 
nature of work and the punish
ment which has been attached to 
it as a consequence of original sin 
-which, after all, is the only sat· 
isfying explanation for the pres
ence of any evil in the world. In 
the Book of Genesis it is recorded 
that before Adam sinned: "The 
Lord God took man, and put hirn 

- into the paradise of pleasure, to 

(Please turn to page 24) 
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FICANT CHAPTERS 
BENEDICTINE HISTORY 

astic foundations. Pope Urban II 
says so beautifully that monastic 
religion "flowed from the heart of 
Belledict as from a fountainhead 
of paradise." The interesting thing 
about this monastic religion is that 
in great measure it was diffused 

I.', u-. J"..,." U-, 0. s. B. 
through the development of the 
soil. 

Forsyth says: ,"The monks were 
much the best farmers and the only 

TIffi reader of history can find 
many grand tributes to the 

Order of St. Benedict recorded by 
both Catholic and non-Catholic 
writers. It is my pleasant assign
ment here to bring to your notice 
some of the more significant chap
ters of Benedictine history which 
have won universal acclaim. To 
many these chapters are almost 
entirely unknown. Only ignorance 
can explain the ridicule that by 
some has been attached to the name 
of "monk." 

A certain Frenchman once set 
out to write a derogatory book 
about monks. To write the better, 
this Frenchman prepared himself 
by much reading and study. The 
more he read and the more he 
studied the more he changed his 
mind about monks. In the end he 
wrote a five-volume work that is 
the grandest encomium ever pub
lished 'about the work of monks. 
The name of this Frenchman IS 

Montelembert and he wrote the 
monumental work. The Monks of 
the West. 

I once was told that a non
Catholic professor of history at 
Harvard University required of all 
his history students that they read 
the Rule of St. Benedict before 
they complete their studies in his
tory. This professor maintained 
that the Rule of St. Benedict 
exerted far too powerful an influ
ence on the history of the world 
for a real student of history to 
remain ignorant of it. ' 

Though my purpose shall be to 
show the great good that has come 
to agricultural pursuits from St. 
Benedict and his monks. I must 

gardeners. " 
give a brief historical setting of Montelembert has said: "One 
this man of Providence and his can assert that the monks have 
vast Order. St. Benedict was born done more for agriculture than fcr 
in the year 480, of noble Catholic any other science, and that no one 
parents. From his parental roof he has done so much as they for the 
was sent to Rome, only seventy land." 
miles west of his birthplace, for an Hallam writes: "We owe the 
education. He found the schools of agricultural r,.estoration of a great 
his time so corrupt and immoral part of Europe to the monks." 
th;lt he fled from them. lived the Guizot asserts: "The Benedic-
life of a hermit. until by his vir- tines have been the great clearers of 
tues he attracted men to himself. the land in Burope. They cleared 
A community grew up around on a large scale. associating agri-
him. With the legislative bent of culture with preaching." 
the Roman mind that was his he President Goedell of the Massa-
drew up a wise Rule of life ior his., chusetts Agricultural College 
followers. The Church has hon, . 
cred this rule by calling it simply ~records this beautiful praise: "In 
"The Holy Rule." everything making for progressive 

agriculture we find the monks: 
The schools from which St. blazing the way. and when the 

Benedict fled were like the whole monasteries were suppressed by 
of Europe at that time-corrupt Henry VIII, a deathblow was: 
and in ruin. The great Roman struck for a time at scientific agri-
nation had crumbled in conse- c:ulture." 
quence of its wealth and vice. In It is difficult for some of us in 
its weakened condition it easily modern times to associate the idea 
was overcome by the hordes of of scientific farming with those 
barbarians that swept in from the efforts of twelve hundred and thir-
northeast. Whatever civilization' 
the Romans had established in teen hundred years ago. Yet, a pro-

Europe was swept away by these 
same barbarians. In the designs of 
divine Providence it seemed evi
dent that St. Benedict and his sons 
or monks should not only civilize 
anew but Christianize as well the 
whole of Europe in the glorious 
centuries that were to follow. The 
seventh. eighth, and ninth centu
ries saw the rehabilitation of 
Europe. It is really amazing to 
read of the rapid spread of monas
ticism. From Monte Cassino. the 
first big' abbey where St. Benedict 
lived and wrote his Rule. there 
issued in half a century 238 mon-
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fessor of modern times, Professor 
J. S. Biever, admits that: "If men 
know how to farm and to drain 
and to till the land scientifically; 
• . . these all were derived from 
the monasteries; for their discipline 
reached from the highest to the 
lowliest duties of man, as if all 
were bound together in one indis
soluble union." 

There are very few things in 
modern agriculture that were not 
known to these early students of 
nature. To the vital task of rais
ing crops they applied themselves 
.at one of the most critical times in 
history. One of the great reasons 
for their success was the records 
that they kept of their efforts, their 
experiments, their experience, in 
the· entire field of agriculture. The 
many monasteries so ~efully pre
served and exchanged among 
themselves these records that the 
benefits were widespread in a short 
time. 

The monks did not selfishly 
keep for themselves the fruits of 
their experiences. Father O'Connor 
in his book called Monasticism and 
Civilization stresses this very 
point. He says: "Many were 
attracted from a distance with the 
hope of sharing in the fruits of 
monastic agriculture. In this way 
what had been an uninhabited 
region when the monks first took 
possession, rapidly filled up with 
settlers for whom manual labor 
had lost its terrors. The monks 
therefore were not only the saviors 
of agriculture, but its propagators 
.as well." 

Persons who think that our 
.own times are full of discourage-

:.20 

ment can find cheer and comfort 
in the thought that the sons of St. 
Benedict achieved their success in 
midst of barbarians, in places wild 
and devastated. Chateaubriand 
reminds us that "Our ancestors 
were barbarians whom Christian
ity was obliged to teach even the 
art of raising the necessities of 
life." And, to quote again Presi
dent Goodell: "Agriculture was 
sunk to a low ebb. Marshes cov
ered once fertile fields and the men 
who should have tilled the land 
spurned the plow as degrading. 
The monks left their cells and their 
prayers to dig ditches and plow 
fields. The effect was magical. 
Man once more turned back to a 
noble but despised industry and 
peace and plenty supplanted war 
and poverty." 

Yes, the effects were so magical 
that the monks' homes became the 
gatden spots of Europe. Jealous 
and envious men later accused 
them of having rare, good judg
ment in selecting f0I themselves 
the treasure spots' of q,:,d's earth. 
Luckily, further studfYreveals the 
rewards of industry in a way that 
should give courage to really poor 
farmers. The fact is that the monks 
often chose for themselves secluded 
regions "from which the modern 
investor would have turned in dis
gust." 

One historian assures us that 
"the waving wheat and cornfields 
of Molesme, Colan, Citeau:x: were 
once barren moors, covered with 
briers and thorns till they were 
made fertile by the untiring labor.s 
of the Benedictines" (Monasticism 
and Civilization, p. 29) . 
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A Protestant mlll1ster. nallled 
Maitland, a histo~ian of the Mid, 
dIe Ages, pays thls fine tribute t 
the monk-farmers: "The extraot~ 
dinary benefit which the monks 
conferred on society by colonizing 
waste places-places chosen 
because they were waste and Soli. 
tary-Iands often given only 
because they were not worth keep. 
ing even, the extraordinary benefit 
I say, which they conferred o~ 
mankind by thus clearing and cuI. 
tivating was small in comparison 
with the advantages derived from 
them by society, after they had 
become large proprietors, landlords 
with more benevolence, and farm. 
ers with more intelligence and cap. 

o ital than others. ", 

And Father O'Connor adds: 
"Only the self-sacrifice, the reli
gious and, humanitarian purposes, 
and the highly organized efforts 
of these consecrated toilers could 
convert such places into healthful, 
productive, and profitable farm 
lands." 

But, merely to recite the success
ful achievements of others serves 
Jittle purpose, unless we can turn 
these deeds to our own advantage, 
And so we ask-we who are inter
ested in rural achievements-can 
the successful achievements of the 
monks of old serve to our edifica
tion, or inspiration, or enlighten
ment? The answer is yes. Accord
ing to the learned and holy Car
dinal Gasquet "the monastic sys
tem must possess some strange 
power, some special gift of influ
encing bodies of men." This 
"strange power," this "gift" is 
derived from the Holy Rule of St. 
Benedict which maintains a per
fect balance between devotion and 
labor, God and man, eternity and 
time, heaven and earth. This Holy 
Rule contains a series of moraL 
social, liturgical, and penal ord!
nances. Now, which of these ordi
nances enabled the Benedictine 
monk, in spite of weary feet and 
calloused hands, so faithfullY to 
follow in the furrows of the field, 
using these ·furrows as a King'S 
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highway to the very gates of 
heaven? 

After carefully thinking the 
matter over I believe that the fol
lowing points in the Rule of St. 
Benedict build up the magical key 
to the phenomenal success achieved 
in agriculture by the Benedictines: 

1. First, St. Benedict stresses the 
virtue of religion. His monks 
should seek God, think always of 
God, always fear offending God, 
always intimately love God as a 
kind father. This godly tendency 
is most easily followed out in 
nature. He who works with nature 
is near to God. 

2. Secondly, St. Benedict 
stressed the importance of labor. 
Labor received a new consecration 
on the altars of monasticism. St. 
Benedict preached that "idleness is 
the enemy of the soul." Therefore, 
after prescribing public prayer 
seven times a day, he prescribed 
seven hours a day of manual labor, 
and also two hours of reading. No 
religious legislator before the time 
of Benedict had yet ordained and 
regulated labor with so much 
insistance and attentive solicitude. 

St. Benedict insists that his sons such a family should accomplish 
will then only be truly monks "if worthwhile things. 
they live by the labor of their In conclusion, this monastic 
hands." We must not forget that family of St. Benedict was a beau-
among the sons of St. Benedict tiful pattern for the natural fam-
there were the sons of Roman ily, a full exemplar of Christian 
noblemen who had formerely life. To quote once more from the 
been taught that work was for learned Cardinal Gasquet: "The 
slaves. According to modern ter- monastery was the pulpit of the 
minology St. Benedict's teaching monk-apostle, and his power for 
on labor was radical. In all truth good lay not in his words chiefly, 
it was Christian and it proc;luced but in the example of his monastic 
great Christians. The future Arch- life. The monk is pre-eminently 
bishops of Canterbury, St. Tho- the apostle. But his apostolate is 
mas a Becket, St. Anselm, and not exercised to its full extent as 
Lanfranc, had in their earlier days an individual. The Christian life 
worked in the harvest fields and is not merely the life of an indi-
in the monastery barns, earning vidual, it is the life of a society, 
their daily bread in the sweat of and as such it cannot be illustrated 
their brow. in its relation 'and practical work.c 

3. Thirdly, the biggest secret of ings by the example of anyone 
all for the success of this agricul- person. To establish a Christian 
tural activity lay in the fact that nation it is necessary to present for 
.st. Benedict established his com- the imitation of the people who 
munity as a famlly. This family are to compose it, not the bare 
was to be closely knit together, laws and regulations of the 
subject by the vow of filial obedi- Church, but an actual pattern of 
ence to a Father. This Father was " Christian society." A monastery 
to hold the place of Christ and' ~as the influence of a Christian 
therefore to exercise a wonderful colony. "By the mere fact of set-
supernatural authority through tling among a people, and exhibit-
the faith of his sons. This Father ing to them the excellence and 
was to be a good Shepherd to his beauty of the Christian life, they 
sons. His life should be a mirror won them insensibly to adopt the 
of his teaching. He should support Christian creed and name, as by 
as well as guide; and heal as well exhibiting the arts of peace in 
as rule. He was to be accountable operation before the eyes of the 
to God for the care of his family. uncultivated races of the western 
With authority thus ennobled, world the monks taught them the 
obedience became the more easy value of a civilized life." . 
and labor the more fruitful. This 
supernaturally established family 
should strive to be naturally self
sufficient. "The Benedictine clois
ter," says Montelembert, "was a 
living image of Christianity. Like 
a citadel always besieged it was to 
be' made self-sufficient with gar
dens, a mill, a bakery, and various 
workshops, in order that no neces
sity of material life should occasion 
the monks to leave its walls." 

4. Fourthly, and lastly, the 
monk made a vow of stability. 
This vow gave to the family of 
monks a guarantee of duration and 
strength. There were natural as 
well as supernatural reasons why 
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THE CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
AND THE LAND 

(Continued from page 4) 

Five or six hundred years ago 
our ancestors became enthusiasti
cally interested in Greece and 
Rome. They became so intoxicated 
with the beauty of that ancient 
civilization that they tried to swal
low it "hook, line and sinker" 
(and the race has been suffering 
from indigestion ever since). 

There were some very beauti
ful things about that civilization, 
but there were also some very ugly 
things, and some very un-Chris
tian things. And Catholic teachers, 
at that time and since, have never 
quite succeeded in making such a 
careful separation of the good from 
the bad that their students could 
be prevented from absorbing much 
.of the bad along with the good. 

I wish to speak. of some of these 
bad things, some of that hereditary 
taint, as it were, which clings to 
the culture which our young peo
ple receive-not as positive teach
ing, of course, but as an innuendo 
which accompanies the teaching. 
And I wish to show how these 
things work to create a distaste for 
work on the land. (It is probably 
true that these evils, these wrong 
ideas, which accompany culture, 
are due to the fact that the ancient 
'Culture was the creation of a lei
sure class supported by slave labor, 
and that the point of view of this 
dass was reflected in all that they 
thought and wrote.) 

The first wrong idea: emphasis 
is placed on enjoyment and appre
ciation rather than on creation. 
The cultured man pays others to 
build buildings for him, to paint 
pictures for him, to play music for 
him, to write poetry for him. He 
is thus a connoisseur rather than 
an artist, a collector rather than a 
producer, a patron rather than a 
creator. And the people who pro
·duce the things that he enjoys and 
patronizes are considered to be of 
a lower order. 

We see this emphasis on appre
-ciation in the very connotation of 
the word culture. When we use 

22 

the word we think of frequenting 
art galleries, libraries, operas, etc. 

. Always it is someone else who 
produces, and the cultured person 
who studies and appreciates. 

Now if this is what we mean 
by culture, we must admit that 
culture can scarcely be fitted into 
rural life. It requires too much 
paraphernalia, which cannot be 
had except where great wealth is 
accumulated in one place, and too 
much leisure, which cannot be had 
when there are chores to do. 

But is this emphasis on appre
ciation all to the good? Does not 
the person who creates a thing 
exercise a higher intellectualfac
ulty than the person who enjoys 
it? And therefore does not the cre
ator possess the higher culture of 
the two? And if this is so, does 
not life on the land, with its con
stant creative activity, have the 
possibility of a culture of its own 
of a higher order. 

The next <evil which accompa
nies the ordinary, c<ylception of 
culture is a certain "fistidiousness 
and horror of dirt. This feeling is 
so strong that for admission into 
the cultured class, clean hands are 
much more important than a clean 
heart. Witness the supreme impor
tance attached to immaculate finger 
nails and white collars, witness the 
dainty shrinking from anything 
grimy or slimy-and this in Cath
olic circles too! One might say that 
the confidence with which a per
son walks through a barnyard 
varies inversely with the number 
of years that person has spent in 
college. 

On the land you find dirt. 
There is no escaping it. Barnyards 
will continue to be barnyards. 
Mud will always be mud. No 
amount of modern improvements 
can impose a daintiness on all the 
activities of farm life. Therefore if 
a person believes that to be cul
tured he must confine the move
ments of his feet to cement side
walks, and the contact of his 
hands to cellophane and enamel, 
he will not go on the farm if he 
wants to be cultured. 

But is this fastidiousness a 
of a really Christian culture? 
not a horror or disdain of dirt 
indicate an entirely false scale of 
values, a scale which has no place 
in Christian thinking? 

The third evil accompaniment 
of our idea of culture is the empha. 
sis laid on physical comfort. 
man of culture is supposed to be 
surrounded by all sorts of gadgets 
which minister to his ease; These 
gadgets are so many badges of 
attainment, proving that their pos. 
sessor is "refined." (Just try to 
imagine a college professor getting 
along with an outdoor toilet:) 

Now no matter what the adver. 
tisements say, life on the farm can 
never rival city life in physical 
comfort (for those who have the 
money). No matter what gadgets 
are invented for the farm, the city 
will always be several jumps 
ahead. Therefore if a man is led 
to believe that these material refine· 
ments of living {which are often 
spoken of as the "better things of 
life" ) are a necessary adjunct of 
culture, and if he wants to be cuI· 

• tured, he will not go on the land. 
But here again we ask, is all this 

valuation' of comfort a Christian 
thing? Where is the Christian asce· 
tic teaching of denying self, of giv· 
ing up, . of enduring hardness! 
Where is Pope Leo XIII's teaching 
of "frugal comfort" as the ideal 
state for wan? What business have 
our Catholic colleges. in making 
their buildings and their furniture 
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fine that they make young peo
s~e dissatisfied with the simple liv
kg. of the farm? 

There is yet another wrong idea 
which clings to our conception of 
;ulture, and th~t is the idea t~at 
physical work 1S beneath the d1g
nity of the cultured person. We 
must make a distinction here. It is 
not work itself that is undignified, 
but physical work. It is perfectly 
respectable for a cultured man to 
work himself into a nervous break
down in business, but it is quite 
impossible to expect him to shin
gle his own house. Again, it is not 
physical exertion which is frowned 
upon, but physical work-the 
doing of anything that has useful
ness about it. The arduous toil of 
climbing a mountain brings credit 
to a man; l;lUt the no more arduous 
toil of digging a ditch does-not. 
Therefore the contempt for physi
cal work does not have a physical 
reason, but a psychological one. 

me- Such work is looked down upon 
ften not because it is back-breaking but 
l of because it was once done by slaves .. 

of It is menial. 
:ul- And you don't have to look far 
nd. to see this idea put into practice. 
th~ Whenever anyone among us attains 
:Ian a position of respect and dignity 
scc- he ceases to do his own "menial" 
~IV- work, and pays someone else to do 
~ss? it-and he himself plays golf. 
ing 
leal 

On the land there must always 
be physical work of the kind 

ave classed as menial. It· cannot possi
bly be avoided. When a young 
person who has the qualities of 
leadership comes up to college he 
learns both from what he reads 
~nd from what he sees that people 
Ifl positions of respect and dignity 
do not do their own menial work. 
Be wants to attain a position of' 
7espect and dignity. Therefore he 
IS unwilling to enter an occupation 
which involves a lot of menial 
work. He does not go on the land. 

ure 

I fear that this is as true of 
Catholic colleges as it is anywhere 
else. But does not the carpenter 
shop at Nazareth stand squarely 
~cross any such a way of thinking. 
f the Son of God Himself could 

spend most of His life on earth 
doing the work of a small town 
carpenter, can there be any type 
of work which has truer dignity 
than manual labor? Could a man 
ever attain a position-no matter 
how high-where he could right
fully regard manual work as 
beneath his dignity. Isn't this 
whole business of "dignity," as it 
is generally conceived, a pagan con
ception which has no place in the 
thought-world of a Catholic col
lege? 

We have now considered several 
attitudes of mind which cling so 
closely to the idea of culture that 
they almost invariably form a part 
of the outlook of a man who is 
regarded as cultured. We have seen 
how they effectually keep from the 
land a person who wants to be 
cultured. Is it any wonder then 
that the natural leaders among our 
young people, who.of course desire 
to have that respect which goes 
with culture, should be unwilling 
to go on the land. < 

But we have also seen that these' , 
attitudes are quite un-Christian. Is 
it not high time that our colleges 
should make a renewed effort to 
separate out the pagan evils from 
what is really valuable in the heri
tage of civilization? If this effort 
were successful, and the Catholic 
young people could imbibe culture 
without its evil side, then there 
would be nothing in their educa
tion which would prevent them 
from living happily on the land 
which is their natural home. 

When a person is really inter
ested in a cause, he always wants 
to know what he personally can 
do to further it. He is unsatisfied 
until his idea can result in action 
of some kind. In our pres.ent case 
there is something very definite 
that can be done. 

I assume that many of you who 
read this are in positions of leader
ship-pastors, teachers, Sisters. 
What I want to say to you is very 
important: Take care that when 
you are' urging young people to 
stay on the land, your actions are 
suited to your teaching. For if, 
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while extolling the glories of rural 
life you show that you yourself 
would not for anything clean out 
a barn or milk a cow, it will be a 
case of your actions speaking so 
loud that the people can't hear 
what you say. 

You are in positions of dignity. 
Young people are watching you, 
for they hope also to attain posi
tions of dignity. By seeing what 
you do and refrain from doing, 
they form their ideas of what 
respected people do and do not do. 
If they see that you hire someone 
else to do the dirty and "menial" 
tasks for you, they will naturally 
conclude that respected people 
don't do these tasks; and because 

they want to be respected they 
won't want to do them either
and they won't go on the land. 
How can you expect your teaching 
of the carpenter shop at Nazareth 
and the dignity of labor to have 
any effect if you hire someone to 
mow your lawn and fire your fur
nace? 

Don't misunderstand me. I 
don't mean that you have to do 
dIrty manual work in order to 
make people respect you. I mean 
that you have to do this kind of 
work in order to make them respect 
that kind of work. Because that is 
the only way to show them that 
you yourself respect it. 

It will be said that this insist
ence on "menial" work for those 
in high places is much too con
trary to the accepted order of 
things. To see a bishop mowing 
his own lawn would shock the 
community. Quite so, but part of 
the accepted order of things is for 
promising young people to leave 
the farm. If we want them to stay 
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on the farm we have to upset this 
accepted order of things, and prob
ably cause a lot of shocks to the 
community in so doing. We must 
realize that the fact that the com
munity does not expect the bishop 
to mow his own lawn is one of the 
reasons why his people do not like 
the idea of mowing their own hay. 

Let us summarize our discussion 
now, and boil it down to two 
propositions: 1. The natural lead
ers of our communities will only 
stay on the land if they are given 
a conception of culture which is 
entirely free from the pagan atti
tude toward work, dirt, and com
fort. 

Z. They will get such a concep
tion of culture only if those who 
are considered to be cultured
those who occupy positions of 
respect-show by th~ir actions that 
they do not hold the pagan atti
tude toward work, dirt, and 
comfort. 

A rule of action resulting from 
the above propositions: You who 
are in positions of respect, no mat
ter how high those positions are 
(and the higher they are the more 
important it is to follow the rule) 
-get your face and hands dirty 
and your shirt wringing wet once 
in a while at some useful but 
"menial" work. And let people see 
that you are not ashamed of it. 

Reverend Father: 

Why not an "Institutional 
Membership U in the Conference 
for your rural parish? For the fee 
of $5.00 we will (1) forward 
three copies of each issue of the 
BULLETIN; (2) deliver an attrac
tive "Certificate of Affiliation"; 
(3) supply a cut of the Confer
ence emblem for use on parish 
stationery. 
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THE DIGNITY AND JOY OF 
WORK 

(Continued from page 18) 

dress it and to keep it."-"To 
dress it and to keep it," a beauti
ful definition of work. For it was 
God's intention that even sinless 
man should work; and since the 
command to work preceded the 
Fall, work cannot be said to be 
the consequence of sin. But it is 
one of the penalties of sin that 
work should be accompanied by 
unpleasant circumstances: ("In 
the sweat of thy face ... "). Nev
ertheless, it is still true that joy 
is of the substance of work, while 
hardship is a punishment which 
was added; no less an authority. 
than St. Thomas Aquinas has so 
interpreted those verses of Genesis. 
And it is not without significance 
at this Catholic Rural Life con
yention to mention that God made 
His first worker a gardener! 

It is a souhd principle of phil
osophy that.every natural tendency 
has a joy which, is yroper to it. 
The passage from ~tency to act, 
if in conformity with the creature's 
nature, is satisfying and joyful. • 
Common sense philosophy would 
tell us the same thing, if we were 
honest in our introspection and 
considered the entire nature of 
work instead of concentrating on 
the disagreeable aspects. For work' 
involves . several factors which 
appeal . to the aesthetic part of 
man's nature and which, at the 
same time that the utility of the 
work is satisfying the physical 
needs, result in spiritual gratifica
tion. (a) Work brings into play 
man's creative powers, enables 
man to add perfections, to plan, 
change and alter until a thing with 
new qualities results. (b) Work 
usually involves contact of man 
with man, and the consequent 
exchange of fellowship and ideas. 
(c) It brings man into contact 
with nature, or at least the fortes 
and products of nature, and espe
cially is this true of the rural 
worker; and the ages testify that 
never is man so awed or reverent 
as when observing the wonders of 

nature. (d) Finally, work 
man to produce the beautiful 
the personal-the product just 
he wants it, in the way 
best suits him. It challenges 
'And man is joyful when 
ing. 

Work is natural to man. W 
is good. And work has a 
dignity. It would be amiss 
not to turn to the person 
more than any other in the 
tory of mankind insisted on 
dignity of work: Christ, oilr 
Himself. Christ was not 
an ethical teacher nor a carrier 
a social message; but by 
mankind again to the (",.~" .. ", 
plane, He created a new 
with a new dignity and a 
food, the sacraments, to sustain 
By His example and His L~'''_UlUX' 
He raised work to this new 
and gave it an exalted standing, a 
standing which those of us fav
ored to be one with Christ through 
His Mystical Body must .. 
upon today, as vigorously 
the early Christians, . 
with the old paganism. 

In the first place, Christ gave 
prestige and dignity to every 
worker, regardless of his tasks, by 
redeeming all mankind, by placing 
a value on the individual soul 
which exceeds the riches of the 
whole material world: "What 
doth it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and suffer the loss 
of his soul?" All men are equal 
before God, though their talents 
may be unequal. And; "ThoU 
shalt love thy neighbor as th~' 
self" doomed slavery and emanCI' 
pated all workers. 

In His parables Christ fre· 
quent! y made use of examples and 
phrases which give evidence of the 
high vocation of work. Such 
important principles are contain~d 
in the parable of the laborers In 
the vineyard that Father Schuroa: 
cher, in his The Social Message ot

h the New Testament, calls it t e 
labor parable. The householde~ 
goes out early in the morning an 
again at different hours of the day, 
hiring men standing in the roar-
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etplace. "But about the eleventh 
k r he went out and found oth
!~Ustanding and he saith to them: 
'Why stand you here. all ~he day 
'dle?' They'say to him: Because 
I ~an has hired us.' He saith to 
no l' . them: 'Go you a so mto my vme-
yard.' " These phrases imply that' 
every man has the duty to work
''Why stand you here all the day 
idle?" S!oth is a c~pital. sin. T? 
labor is 1fl conformity with man s 
nature. "Man is born to labor, as 
tbe bird to fly," says Pope Pius XI 
in Qaadrf1gesimo Anno. 

At the same time it is implicit 
in the parable that those with 
means have the duty to offer work 
if men be without it. Idleness is a 
great breeder of sin and trouble. 
Workers are to be paid for their 
efforts--every man to get a penny, 
symbolic of a just wage. The per
sonal dignity of the laborer is also 
contained in the parable. It was 
not a case of the master ordering 
his slaves, but of a contract 
between two parties, both with 
rights and duties, both possessing 
equal value before God. 

For Christ, to work was good, 
to be idle was evil. To quote 
Father Schumacher: "By making 
service the purpose and principle 
of His own life, Christ at the same 
time not only made it the purpose 
and principle of every member of 
His society, but lifted labor from 
the realm of lowliness to a most 
noble position in His kingdom. 
Christ's example elevated labor in 
His kingdom to a share in the 
mark and character of the divine." 

And what an example He gave. 
Born in a shelter for the servants 
of the farmer, first adored by shep
herds, watched over and protected 
~Y the humble carpenter, follow
~?g. that trade Himself, growing in 
Wisdom and grace," working 

unpretentiously among common 
laborers until the time came to 
?egin His ministry; choosing fish
~rmen for His apostles, perform
lUg miracles which, among other 
purposes, enabled the blind and 
the lame and the diseased to return 
to work; admonishing that "The 

Son of God is not come to be min- out some of them. Second, food 
istered unto, but to minister," not must be consumed. Shelter and, 
to be hailed and feted, but to clothing may be used over and 
work; and inviting with tender over again; a durable suit and a 
sympathy: "Come to Me, all you substantial house might last a man 
that labor and are burdened, and a lifetime, but his food supply 
I will refresh you." Christ the must be replenished daily. And 
King, but also, Christ the Worker! none but the farmer produces this 

To those who have been won- essential substance for man! 
dering what specific connection Not only does the farmer pro.-
there is between this discussion of duce the food, but he produces it 
the nature of work and rural life- at its best. There are countless 
listen to. this quotation from the industries which buy the farmer's 
magnificent joint pastoral letter grain and livestock and seemingly 
"On the Rural Problem" issued by turn out finer finished products. 
the Cardinal and Bishops of Que- But, their processes are not for 
bec last fall. Referring to the enhancing the product; they are 
causes for the rural exodus which primarily for preserving. An inter~ 
has so perceptibly diminished the esting example ,to me of the supe-
farm population, they write: riority of the home processed food 
"The flocking to the cities has not concerns meetings between the 
ceased. It is due to moral causes; alumni of St. John's University, 
in fact, an attitude of mind has my alma mater. At any such occa-
occasioned' it rather than the sion, the one certain thing to be 
depression and passing circum- mentioned is the "black bread" 
stances. The first of these causes which is served thrice daily at the 
is a kind of inferior status given "school. I doubt if there is another 
the farmer as compared with the , . iystitution in the Nation whose 
standing of those who follow .;?fiends so universally and sponta-
other callings or professions." neously refer to. the quality of the 

If this is true in Quebec, it is "staff of life". which they once 
true in this country. The first enjoyed. And the grain for the 
cause of the neglect of rural life "black bread" is grown on the 
is an improper .and perverted abbey's farm, ground in its mill, 
notio.n of work, of the dignity of and baked in its ovens. 
labor. And since rural life has tra- But that is the paradox. It is 
ditionally demanded more work more than that, it is a gigantic 
than other occupations, it is ranked 
the lowest of the professions. Why 
it should be defies reason. The 
farmer should stand first in rank, 
for he stands first in necessity. 
Comdr. Herbert Shove has writ
ten: "Food differs from every other 
commodity used by man in that 
it is only by a continuous supply 
of food that he can live, and food 
is the only commodity of which 
he requires such a continuous sup
ply." He calls that the first law of 
human economics. It contains two 
points which we all know so well 
that we never stop to reflect upon 
them. First, food is the only abso
lutely necessary thing; because of 
local conditions, a man might die 
from lack of clothing, fuel or shel
ter, but he could get alo.ng with-

paradox! And something must be 
done about it. The incongruity of 
being fo.rced to say that the first of 
the causes of the rural exodus is 
the "inferior status" given the 
farmer becomes more barbed as we 
reflect on what the farmer's sta
tus, considering his importance, 
ought to be. 

And the Canadian Bishops have 
given as their initial remedy: "First 
of all, We believe that the farmer 
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must be made to realize the dig
nity of his condition. Respect for 
agriculture by all classes of soci
ety, their concern for the better
ment of the farmer's lot, should 
be developed and spread through
out the nation." The rural life is 
a hard one, admittedly, and it has 
its distasteful aspects. The farmer 
needs new equipment, friendly leg
islation, fewer hardships. But 
above all he needs an educational 
movement to teach him to under
stand the dignity, the very special 
dignity, of his work. Let the pas
tors from the pulpits and the edi
tors in their papers denounce the 
misconception which has taken the 
joy from farming and made the 
rural life seemingly unattractive. 

The prospects for the rejection 
of the modern pagan attitude 
toward work in any bllt the rural 
field, are not bright. As already 
explained, work must be human, 
cultural-social, useful and joyful. 
If any of those elements are absent, 
it is difficult for one to assume a 
proper attitude. And it is a rather 
obvious fact that to many thou
sands of workers in the industrial 
system, work is not human. Spe
cialization and machines have 
made work drudgery, calling for 
little or no use of the intellect or 
will. The responsibility has been 
taken from the worker and put on 
the machine. He contributes noth
ing to the quality of the product. 
He is part of a system; he is a 
number on the endless line. He 
cannot take pride in his work, for 
his work is nothing to be proud 
of. He is performing an activity, 
but it is scarcely human. 

Nor is his work joyful. He is 
not creative; only a very small 
group of designers any longer are 
creative; the average worker 
merely performs the task· assigned 
to him. He has no contact with 
nature, unless it is in leisure time. 
He does have contact with fellow 
man, but it is a fellow man like 
himself-rather stupid from the 
drudgery of it all, always waiting, 
waiting for the belt to stop so 
that he can get away from work 
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and begin to enjoy himself. Nor 
can the modern workman produce 
the beautiful and the personal. He 
aids in turning out thousands of 
similar articles, which, if they 
have any apparent beauty, have it 
from the ingeniousness of the 
machine. not from the personality 
of the worker. Indeed, in all too 
many cases it necessitates heroic 
virtue for a laborer to take a proper 
attitude toward his work. And no 
man is obliged to exercise heroic 
virtue. 

On the other hand, a moment's 
reflection is enough for one to real
ize that the rural life does offer 
opportunity for securing all the 
dignity and joy in work. If, 
through the ignorance of the 
farmer, the unfriendliness of the 
climate, or a disregard for the 
nature of farming to the extent, 
for. instance, of becoming a one
crop farmer-if for any of these 
causes, farm work has lost its 
attractiveness, then those are con
ditions to be remedied . ." But nor
mally, the rural life oiNrs the best 
channel for maintaining a high 
and happy approach toward work. 
Rural America needs to have its 
inferiority complex broken down 
and its spirit bolstered up. A re
assertion of the joy and dignity of 
its work will do it. If the task of 
destroying the pagan concept of 
work in industrial America appears 
impossible, at least there is still 
the possibility-time and the way 
-for it to be said that rura1 peo
ple, like the Seven Dwarfs, "whis
tle while they work!" 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL 
PROBLEM IN AMERICA 

(Continued from page 2) 

olic rural pastors would set 
a systematic campaign of VLl.lll!ln.1 

in a few families each year to 
parishes, a vast change could 
wrought in the status of CathOlic 
rural life in a generation. It must 
be observed, however, that the 
families to be brought in shOUld 
be those who have had agricultural 
experience, and who are suited to 
the type of far:ming in that parti. 
cular community. Otherwise. the 
program will be a source of more 
grief than comfort to those Who 
"attempt to operate it. It seems to 
me that in the organization of 
such a general program, the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con· 
ference has one of its major Oppor. 
tunities. 

As I have said, the alternative 
to colonization is that of slowing 
down the migration of Catholic 
youth from the land. Unfortun· 
ately, it has been precisely among 
Catholic youth that the largest per· 
centage of migration to the city 
has occurred in the past, and this 
for two reasons: first, the general 
attitude of the clergy in the United 
States has been, that a fuller and 
more satisfying life for the people 
was to be had in the city than in 
the country. I remember addressing 
the students at the University of 
Minnesota Agricultural College 
some years ago, and then gather· 
ing the Catholic students for a 
separate conference. After speak· 
ing to them of the advantages of 
country life, I turned to some boys 
who were nearest me and said: 
"When you go back home, talk 
to your pastors about these 
things." To which the groUP 
quickly replied, "If we had talked 
to our pastors, we wouldn't be 
here, because they think that the 
farm is no place for intelligent 
youth to stay." Against this unfor
tunate psychology there must be a 
steady bombardment of facts and 
principles. Here again the National 
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Catbolic Rural Life Conference 
bas one of its major opportunities .. 

Tbe other reason why Catholic 
youth have moved to the city in 
larger proportion than other 
youth, has been due to the fact 
that nine-tenths of our Catholic 
scbools are city schools, and par
ents have felt the obligation of giv
ing their chil.dren. a Catholic ed"!l
cation; and smce it was not avall
able in the country districts, they 
not only sent their children to the 
city, but very often sold their 
farmsteads and moved the whole 
family to town, although the fa
ther and mother and the older 
children, particularly, were quali
fied as farmers and not at all qual
ified for the jobs of the city. A 
by-product of this movement was 
to glut the city labor market and 
deprive the country of substantial 
farmers. We who have been city 
pastors have frequently gloried in 
providing educational facilities for 
these children who have come into 
the city from the country. Of 
course, the constructive thing was 
to get religious education out to 
the country districts so as to make 
it possible for Catholic families 
living there to have a substantial 
religious education. It was for this 
reason that the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference from the 
beginning devoted itself to the pro
motion of religious vacation 
schools, which have brought a sub
stantial measure of religious edu
cation to Catholic children in 
many thousands of country com
munities. Up to the present, this 
h~s be.en the most outstanding con
tnbutlOn which has been made to 
the solution of the Catholic rural 
p.roblem in America, and the con
tinued spread and improvement of 
these religious schools will hold 
pre-eminence in the program for 
a long time to come . 
" The question will be raised: 
What substantial motives can you 

place before rural youth to induce 
them to stay on the farm when 
there is an opportunity for them 
~o escape to the city?" The answer 
IS at least three-fold. First, one of 

the greatest satisfactions of life is 
to be self-employed. In city indus
tries men are regimented by the 
hundreds of thousands under fore
men or supervisors or bosses. The 
six million farm families in the 
United States constitute the larg
est body of self-employed families 
in America and enjoy an inde
pendence from that fact which 
makes them the object of envy to 
many millions of city dwellers. 
Second, with all the inconveni
ences of rural life that are so well 
publicized, it still remains a fact 
that the best opportunity for the 
ownership of productive property 
is on the American farm. It is true 
that the lot of the farmer-owner
operator has many drawbacks, but 
the doctrine of Pope Leo XIII still 
holds true, namely, that the fam
ily owning and operating its farm 
and looking chiefly to producing 
for the farm instead of for the 

ART IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 

(Continued from page 9) 

munity an essential element in the 
American theater of the years to 
come. 

In speaking of rural dramatics 
the work that is being done by the 
agricultural colleges must not be 
overlooked. Not a few of these 
schools are today energetically pro
moting an active interest in the 
dramatic art. One or two institu
tions first pointed the way and 
others soon followed. Apparently 
the sources of revival are largely 
to be found in North Dakota, the 
original work in that State being 
closely linked with the names of 
two individuals, Frederick H. 
Koch and Alfred G. Arvold. Koch 
later on continued his work in 
North Carolina. 

Edith Isaacs, a national author
ity on the theater, has given us, 
in the Encyclopedia Brittanica, the 
following interesting description of 
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commercial market, occupies a: par
ticularly enviable position of eco
nomic independence. Nor are the 
opportunities of seeking owner
ship of land at an end. Federal 

. agencies are beginning to be pos
sessed of great agricultural hold
ings and have only initiated a pol
icy, which they will be forced to 
expand, of selling these farms to 
young farmers on long terms and 
reasonable conditions. A young 
friend of mine who had taken his 
master's degree in New York Col
lege recently, bought such a farm 
in New York State and has every 
prospect of working out his finan
cial problem. That the general 
governmental policy should be in 
this direction 'could well be an 
explicit purpose of the Conference. 
Finally, the greatest reason why 
young men should stay on the 
farm is that it provides the best 
opportunity for the family. 

what is being clone in the field of 
rural dramatics by the leaders in 
our agricultural colleges: 

"One special phase of dramatic 
work which the college workshops 
have developed and which offers 
great promise in the actual creation 
of an American drama and a com
plete American theater is folk 
play-making. In the wheat fields of 
the Dakotas, in the sea-coast cen
ters of the State of Washington, 
in the mountains of North Caro
lina, college groups are learning to 
recreate the history of their States, 
to interpret the character of their 
people, the quality and meaning of 
their life and labor. All the plays 
in these groups are written by the 
students on the basis of local mate
rial to carryon a story or to estab
lish a tradition. They are acted by 
student actors, and increasingly are 
enlarging their audiences to cover 
the people not only of the college 
town but of neighboring towns 
and sometimes of neighboring 
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States. The Carolina Playmakers 
of the University of North Caro
lina, under the direction of Frede
rick Koch, have built up a large 
repertory of folkplays of their own 
writing, a theater company, and 
an entire crew which travels in a 
large touring truck through the 
cities and towns of a dozen States. 
In North Dakota, Alfred Arvold, 
director of drama at the State Agri
cultural College at Fargo, keeps 
the Little Country Theater on the 
second floor of the administration 
building continually busy with 
productions of plays that range 
from Shakespeare and Ibsen to 
modern farce and that play to 
audiences of grain-growers, cattle
ranchers, miners, who come from 
miles around. Through the influ
ence of Arvold's work, moreover, 
hardly a schoolhouse is built in 
North Dakota today without a 
theater equipment, hardly a crop 
is harvested without a pageant of 
the grain to celebrate and illumin
ate it, hardly an event of historical 
or political significance passes 
without its dramatic ·interpreta
tion." 

Among other States, Wisconsin, 
through the Bureau of Dramatic 
Activities of the Extension Depart
ment of the University, has also 
done yeoman service in radiating 
interest and enthusiasm for the 
new dramatic' movement. Dr. 
Glenn Frank, while President of 
the University, wrote the follow
ing significant words regarding it: 

"It would be gratifying to see 
the people of Wisconsin rise above 
the current standardization and 
commercialization of leisure by 
making possible the development 
of a folk-theater and a folk-drama 
that will sink its roots in the soil 
of Wisconsin's colorful past and 
challenging future. Can we not, in 
Wisconsin, prove that it is better 
for a whole people to be rich in 
the folk-drama than for a few 
producers to get rich on sex
drama?" 

Still another form of art is the 
dance. In this country, however, 
it has not been looked upon so 
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much as an art, or an expression 
of beauty and of grace, as a means 
of social diversion. At least one 
notable exception to this was the 
so-called square dance which in 
earlier times enjoyed no little pop
ularity. When properly rendered 
it had genuine artistic value. There 
is some evidence of recent effort to 
revive it. 

Still other forms of dramatic art 
that are again coming to the fore 
in the countryside, and' are deserv
ing of every encouragement, are 
pageantry, puppetry, \ and panto
mime. 

Reading and story-telling are 
also properly listed among the arts, 
and are deserving of a real place in 
the lives of a rural people. The 
latter is really an introduction to 
the former, and is undoubtedly 
also one of the oldest arts in the 
world. Both young and old enjoy 
it. ·They thrill to the adventures of 
affection, actiol1, and exploration 
portrayed by the competent story
teller. In regard to this ancient art 
also is there eviden'ceJf recently 
awakened interest. 'Those who 
wish further to encourage it should 
find much help in the excellent vol
ume of Marie L. Shedlock, The 
Art of the Story- Teller. 

Even writing can be an art, an 
excellent means of self-expression. 
Unfortunately in our schools, 
however, the interest of children 
in writing is often choked with 
grammatical definition and literary 
exercise. But this is not beyond 
correction. The schools can eman
cipate writing from this gramma
tical formulism and literar7 impli
cation, thereby permitting it to 
develop more naturally and spon
taneousl y as a tool to be modified 
by each individual in accordance 
with his personality and needs. So, 
too, can they counteract the view 
that writing is exclusively a mat
ter of-a career or of a means of aca
demic advancement. The school 
should teach children the delights 
of creative writing. If place cards 
are bought and not made at home, 
and if the charming custom of 
writing verse on family anniver-

saries and like occasions is 
met, this is more than likely d1le 
to the fact that children SOon lea 
. h 1 h . rn 
In our sc 00 stat poetry IS one of 
the things one has to do for school 
as such being subject to rule and 
regulation, and that the compos_ 
ing of verse at any other time is an 
admission of one's desire to take 
a place beside Shakespeare and 
other immortals. 

An ancient art, and undoubt_ 
edly father of the fine arts, is 
handcraft. A great variety of hand
crafts have developed in the course 
of tiine-pottery-making, bask
etry, weaving, crocheting, the 
hooking of rugs, and a host of 
others. All had genuine values, 

. teaching the principles' of balance 
and harmony, and of line, color, 
and qesign, ;t:bereby giving an 
appreciation of beauty, affording 
interest and pleasure, and other
wise enriching life. 

The coming of the machine was 
a blow to handcraft, particularly 
in the city. But the slowing down 
of the machine during the depres
sion gave it a new stimulus. The 
~reatest renewal in this activity 
took place in the South, due in no 
small measure to the establishment 
of the Southern Mountain Handi
craft Guild. This organization 
includes in its membership twenty
nine schools or other handcraft 
groups. 

Earl y rural America was not 
without her art. Even the pioneer 
in his crude and primitive sur
roundlings had his music, his 
drama, his handicrafts. With 
increased leisure and changed con
ditions there came greater possibi
lities for art in the countryside. 
The most has not been made of 
these possibilities. During the past 
decade there has been a tendency 
to make more of them than was 
done in the years that went before. 
All who are interested in the bet
terment of our rural life may well 
use their influence to stimulate fur
ther this new development. It will 
mean exceedingly much for the 
future of rural America. 
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('URRENT LITERATURE the motto of which might well be: 
education, education, and still 
more education. With their feet 
firmly planted on the ground of 
hard facts, and speaking the lan
guage of the fisherman, the farmer 
and the miner, they soon inaugu
rated a type of informal education 
that probed into every sphere of 

nIlS IS DEMOCRACY 

BY Marquis W. Childs. New Haven, 
yale University Press. 1938. 169 pp. 

At the convention of the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con
ference in Fargo in 1936, a farmer 
said to me, "They're talking an 
awful lot abOfUt cooperatives in 
Denmark and they say we ought 
to have them here. In Denmark 
they get eight cents a pound for 
butter and they have cooperatives. 
Now, we have no cooperatives and 
we get thirty cents a pound for 
our butter. What do we want 
cooperatives for?" 

"Suppose," I said, you got 
eight cents a pound and all the 
enduring satisfactions bf life
what then?" 

. He shook his head. "No," he 
said, "we want thirty cents a 
pound for our butter." 

I wonder what the good man 
would make out of This Is De
mocracy. In a way it would 
frighten him. For it rubs . the 
wrong wayan one of our great 
American delusions, which leads 
us to believe that if you only hus
tle along in the right direction you 
wiII some day arrive at a point 
where you can settle down for the 
rest of your days without ever 
again facing the necessity of mov
ing a muscle or thinking a thought 
or, even, saying a prayer. It is not 
that We are lazy. We just want 
to work good and hard and get it 
over with. Hence our eternal 
quest for nostrums and cure-aIls. 

This second book of Mr. 
Childs, on collective bargaining in 
Scandinavia, bravely points out 
that the Elysian fields are not 
located in the northerly peninsula. 
They still have strikes and lock
outs. In fact, the governments of 
the countries themselves have a 
daring way of disclosing short
COl11ings that might be smoothed 
OVer in places where defects are 

many times as pronounced. Actu
ally, this honest self-examination 
should not be discouraging but 
stimulating to a world which is 
watching an earnest excursion into 
Democracy. At least there can be 
no doubt that Scandinavia is still 
on the way. 

The most interesting chapter of 
·all does not deal with farmers or 
factory workers, but with maids
Household Assistants, if you please 
-organized and going to school. 
That those who hire the graduates 
are over-eager for their services 
indicates that the process of labor 
education has not been confined to 
one side of the picture. This 
thoughtful book is worthy of 
widespread study in America. 

S. H. A. 

• 

. the people's activities, whether it 
was that of primary producer, pro
cessor, distributor or consumer. 
Once this program had produced 
its own leaders from among the 
rank and file, the economic revolu
tion against existing exploitation 
agencies was in full swing. In 
quick succession the Nova Scotians 
built for themselves a system of 
Credit Unions, Producer and Con
sumer Cooperatives, that has lifted 
them from the depths ·of unmiti
gated material poverty and spiri
tual despair to a status of econo
mic independence and social bet
terment that may well become one 
model of Christian social recon-
struction. 

THE LORD HELPS THOSE. '.' The author does well to stress 
• Jooperation as a technique, as a How the People of Nova Scotia Are ~ 

Solving Their Problems Through way of life, rather than as an end 
Cooperation. By Bertram B. Fowler. in itself. True cooperation does 
New York: Vanguard Press. $1.75. not emphasize'so much the eco

nomic advantages accruing to the 
This absorbing account of the individual as it does the integra-

rebirth of a people is one of the tion of the individual into an 
most inspiring and most reassur- organic whole, and imparting a 
ing omens of a rising new social sense of dignity and respect for the 
order to appear in the hodge-podge human person. To be sure, the 
of present day economi~ insecur- factual data enumerated in terms 
ity. Through the inspiration of of dollars and cents will' not be 
Father Tompkins and his col- appraised lightly. 
leagues of St. Francis Xavier Uni- Mr. Fowler has succeeded in 
versity, the people of Nova Scotia making the spirit and enthusiasm 
have been able by means of demo- expressed in his book very conta-
cratic self-help to raise themselves gious. We give it an unqualified 
from the slough of economic and recommendation, especially to 
social depression to a standard of those priests who may be laboring 
living which is the natural right under what seem disheartening 
of every human being. conditions in the villages and rural 

The secret underlying this districts of our country. The Lord 
regeneration was not the power of Helps Those . . . is certain to 
money nor that of government but enkindle in them a new enthusiasm 
was rather a spiritual force, a firm for bringing the "good life" to 
conviction in "the fitness of the their fellow beings and to increase 
common people Ito handle their accordingly the efficiency of their 
own affairs." Accordingly the men spiritual ministrations. 
of Antigonish launched a program Marcel Leisen, O.S.B. 
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SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
By Raymond Murray, C.S.C. and 
Frank Flynn. F. S. Crofts and Co. 
New York. 1938. 612 pages. 

Many words are used in a wide 
sense. Amongst Catholics in the 
United States the phrase, Social 
Problems, is thus employed. 
Within its extension are included 
problems of population, of crime, 
of povert'y, of wages, of the nature 
and functions of the government, 
and of other social organizations 
such as unions. In colleges where 
the study of Sociology is depart
mentalized, the term has a more 
restricted meaning. It leaves to 
Political Economy questions asso
ciated with the formation of the 
Government and to Economics the 
problem of wages. In this book, 
which is intended primarily for 
Catholic colleges, the term is so 
restricted. 

Yet despite that restriction the 
treatment of the problems of popu
lation, of poverty and of crime is 
so comprehensive that the book 
should be on the "must" list of 
priests and of the Catholic laity 
who discuss social problems. For 
example'in the section on popula
tion, iIi addition to the presenta
tion of the Catholic teaching on 
birth control, considerable atten
tion is given to the social implica
tions such as the effect' of the city 
upon population growth and the 
evils of an inflated standard of liv
ing. Indeed it is difficult to cite a 
book written either in England or 
America, which surveys so roundly 
the entire population problem. 
Moreover, in' the same section there 
is a stimulating discussion of the 
American Negro problem and the 
Jewish Question. An extensive 
description is given of the restric
tions and social burdens placed 
upon the colored; and since the 
work is Catholic the attitude 
which the American Catholic 
should assume towards the Negro 
is firmly presented. A similar pro
cedure is followed in the treatment 
of the Jewish Question. 

In a volume such as this which 
has the brave objective of both pre-
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senting social data and also the 
Catholic teaching on these points 
there are naturally some unhappy 
and inaccurate statements. But as 
a unit the book is splendid, and 
any Catholic who speaks or writes 
on social problems is handicapped 
without it. The readers of this 
Review should know that persist
ently through the six hundred 
pages there is expressed an intelli
gent sympathy for the philosophy 
of the Catholic Rural Life Move
ment. 

• 
THE PURSUIT OF 
HAPPINESS 

F. J. G. 

By Herbert Agar. Cambridge, Mass. 
The Houghton Mifflin Company. 
1938. 387 pages. 

In the publisher's blurb on the 
jacket there is no indication that 
this is more than an ordinary 
book. You are given, rather, the 
impression that,he,re is just another 
history of the Democratic party. 
Perhaps good <business acumen dic
tates such advertisin~ But the 
book is not made by politics nor 
history, but by personalism. There 
is no definition of personalism in' 
its pages, but if anyone wishes to 
know by the end result the mean
ing of the much-mooted word he 
has only to follow through Mr. 
Agar's story of labor or money or 
slavery or property and he will 
discover an integrated thinking 
which makes sense. 

Even without the masterful pro
logue and the strong epilogue, The 
Pursuit of Happiness would be 
good reading. The restrained, bal-

PLEASE OBSERVE! 

. From this date; the subscription 
price of the BULLETIN will be $2.00 
per year. Single copies of current 
and back numbers will be distributed 
at 50 cents each. Discriminating 
people have been good enough to 
say that the magazine is worth the 
money. 

anced presentation of 
from Jefferson to the New 
should command, if not 
agreement, at least respectful 
tion. The guidance of history 
the interpretation of present 
is never lost sight of and the 
flow along in an intimate 
style which characterizes' 
those who see men and things 
their true perspective. 

But while Jefferson's record 
slavery and Jackson's 
of what not to do are .... ~L~"LI 
phenomena in themselves, 
achieve a new importance 
they are woven into the process 
thinking through the whole 
order by a personalist. It is 
prologue and the epilogue 
round out the process. In this 
day, courage is, above all, 
quality needed to hazard personall 
ist doctrine. It sounds 
thing ascetic and withdrawn, 
here is an ardent protagonist 
made all the nominating 
tions from Madison Square 
Philadelphia. From the thick 
the fight he writes: 

There are three parts to 
Democratic ideal: The 

9 affirmation on which it 
the economic order which 
demands, and the 
machinery which puts it 
effect. I have stated the 
parts in the order of 
importance. 
The Prologue opens with 

picture of three Scandinavians 
ing a British radio audience 
impressed they are by the 
between rich and poor in , 
Britain and goes on to sketch tJlr~ 
dramatic American scenes: Roger, 
Caldwell, Ducktown, and Jimm 
Hines. The high point of the bOOl' 
comes at page 29 where Mr. Aga 
declares: "I have seen a rea 
Democracy in the making," anl 
then proceeds to describe the NoV 
Scotia cooperatives. From tha 
point his courage never flinche 
until he writes the last great sen 
tence in the book: "A selfish and 
greedy people cannot be free." i 

S. H. A. 
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