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OUR 16th ANNUAL 

CONVENTION 

VINCENNES, Indiana, diocese 
of Indianapolis, week of Sep

tember 25. 

Vincennes on the banks of the 
Wabash .... ancient ecclesiastical 
see of the Middle West . . . . scene 
of labors of famous Father 
Gibault, patriot priest .... head
quarters of Lewis and Clark Expe
dition . . . . home of William 
Henry Harrison, ninth President 
of the United States. 

Vincennes . . . historically old, 
progressively new .... prosperous 
center of a prosperous agricultural 
area . . . . good hotels, tourist 
homes and eating places . . ! • 

thirty thousand hospitable people. 

Most Rev. Joseph E. Ritter, D. D., 
host to the convention .... will 
welcome thirty members of Amer
ican hierarchy . . . . hundreds of 
priests, Brothers, Sisters . . . . 
thousands of Catholic and non
Catholic laity. 

Grand Religious opening of con
vention, Sunday, September 25 
.... pontifical high Mass in Mun
icipal Auditorium .... capacity, 
seven thousand persons . . . . 
Bishop Ritter, celebrant .... 
Bishop A. J. Muench, ipreacher 
.... music by combined choirs of 
St. Meinrad's abbey. 

Grand civic opening of convention, 
afternoon of Sunday, September 
25, in Municipal Audito_rium .... 
addresses, music, and other fea
tures .... registration at Knights 
of Columbus building .... eve-

ning benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, Old Cathedral 
of Vincennes .... visit to tombs 
of Bishop Brute (1779-1839), 
Bishop de la Hailandiere (1 798-
1882) , Bishop Bazin (1796-
1848), Bishop de St. Palais 
(1811-1877). 

General sessions - sectional meetings 
through Monday, Tuesday, and 

. Wednesday .. ~. Analysis of 
farmers' economic, social and spir
itual problems . . . . taxes 'and 
farm ownership .... tenanc~ .... 
industry and agriculture .... prite, 
sta,bilization . . . . agrarianism 
· ... rural banks and bankers .... 
farm credit .... cooperative buy-
ing and seIling .... crop control 
· ... conservation .... rural elec-
trification . . . . governmental 
agencies .... farm family welfare 
· . . . the rural home, school and 
church .... 4-H Club work .... 
rural arts and crafts . . . . rural 
recreation . . . . rural Catholic 
'Charity . . . . rural medical and 
nursing problems .... Vincent de 
Paul Society in rural parishes .... 
Confraternity of Christian Doc
trine .... home missionary enter
prises of priests and Sisters . . . . 
vocational guidance for country 
youth .... etc., etc. 

Among the speakers: Archbishop 
J. G. Murray of St. Paul; Arch
bishop Stritch of Milwaukee; 
Bishop O'Hara of Great Falls; 
Bishop Ritter of Indianapolis; 
Bishop Walsh of Charleston; 
Bishop White of Spokane; Bishop 
Muench of Fargo, Monsignor Li
gutti of Granger, Sir Fred~rick P. 
Kenkel of St. Louis, the Rev. M. 
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J. Oliver of Torol,1to, Messrs. 
Downey and Hynes of Notre 
Dame, the Rev. Patrick T. Quin~ 
Ian of Hartford, Miss Lucille W. 
Reynolds of Washington, Mr. 
John P. Treacy of Milwaukee, 
Dr. Frances C. Rothert of New 
Orleans, the Rev. John La Farge, 
S.J., of New York, Miss Jose
phine C. Brown of Washington, 
the Rev. J. A. Cook of London, 
the Rev. Joseph H. Ostdiek of 
Omaha, the Rev. J. A. Pustka of 
San Antonio, the Rev. Thomas 
F. Coakley of Pittsburgh, Dr. Ed
gar Schmiedeler, O.S.B., of Wash
ington, the Revs. Gostomski and 
Breen of Albany, the Misses Grace 
Frysinger and Ella Gardener of 
Washington, . Miss Pauline M. 
Reynolds of Fargo, Mr. Frank 
Bruce of Milwaukee, the Rev. 
Vincent J. Ryan of Fargo, the 
Rev. Raymund P. Duggan of Du
buque, the Rev. John C. Rawe, 
S.J., of Omaha, the Rev. W. H. 
Bishop of Cincinnati, the Rev. B. 
L McAvoy, C.S.c., of Notre 

.J?ame, the Rev. Urban Baer of La 
Crosse, Dr: F. N. Pitt of Louis
ville, Dr. Roger J. Connole of St. 
Paul, et al, et ~1. 

Available space does not permit 
more detailed prospectus .... even 
this bare outline indicates the 
wealth of material to be presented 
. . . . the seed of efforts to be 
planted .... among those who 
come to Old Vincennes .... week 
of September 25. 

How Far to Vincennes? 

This year's convention city of the Confer
ence is within comfortable traveling distance 
from major Catholic population centers. 

23S miles from Chicago 
324 miles from Louisville 
188 miles from Cincinnati 
1 S1 miles from St. Louis 
1 S3 miles from Indianapolis 
S11 miles from Pittsburgh 

Standard B. & O. and C. & E. I. train ser
vice east and west, north and south-arterial 
highways in all directions. -

:1' 



THE LAND 

AND HUMAN VALUES 

Man on the soil has in these 
respects a big advantage. He can 
be attached to the work he does 
and to the thing he produces. His 
work is a personal, human Work 
which can reasonably be rever_ 
enced. He has the great good and 
joy of doing a work one can love, 
cif turning out a product one can 
love, of handling tools one need 
not despise. All this circumstance 
is evidently an immeasurable 
human value that is normally 
given to men who live on the land. THE first law of life, that of 

preservation, is a law of mere 
being. The second law is that of 
more being, or of growth. Life 
itself is, or bears within it, a 
demand for perfection or fulness of 
growth. That is what religions are 
for, and governments, and educa
tion-to help man to be all that 
which man by his very nature 
wishes to be. Fulness of human 
being, the "full stature of our 
possibilities," such is the end for 
man. Now the end is ~he first ques
tion to be settled in any matter of 
action, and life, whatever else it 
may be, certainly is in the realm 
of action. 

When the people of Mallock's 
New Republic had given up on the 
problem of what the end of life is, 
they argued then as to whether 
that end is better achieved in the 
city than in the country. In these 
pages the situation is reversed. 
Suppose we kno.w in some rough 
but usable way what the end of 
human life is, our task is to try 
to name some of the advantages 
and opportunities normally given 
by life on the soil to man in his 
elemental quest of fulness of 
human being. We shall omit at 
this time any summary of the 
handicaps which the land wishes 
on man. 

Our task will be sufficiently 
done, perhaps, if we make a list 
of the positive values common to 
men who live close to the soil. 
Health and long life are values 
especially favored by rural life; 
but we are thinking of even more 
important human values. 

2 

First. The joy and inner good 
of working on what, presumably, 
is one's own,. instead of, being 
obliged, as the proletarian is, to 
work on and with and for what 
one does not love and could never 
reasonably be asked to love. One of 
the worst punishments, whatever 
the blessings of big-machine indus
try, is that men committed to 
it do not and almost cannot love 
the thing they do. And why 
indeed should they? It is not 
theirs; it is scarcely a personal 
human work at'all; and so they do 
not reverence it.' They do not love 
the work itself; it is' n'iJ a sacred 
thing but is a thing that could 
hardly be made sacred or be felt to 
be sacred. Hence the progressive 
secularization and de-humaniza
tion of the proletarian's soul. Nor 
do men, subordinated to the ma
chine-which is in no sense their 
machine-love the thing they pro
duce. It is a machine product and 
not a personal product. Man can 
admire it as a machine product but 
not as a personal product, for it is 
not this. It is of course in some 
sense a personal product for the 
inventor and perhaps for the man
ager, but it is far from being any 
such thing for the mass of work
men. And least of all could the 
machine workman ever reasonably 
love the tools with which he 
works. 

The proletarian can hate the 
work he does, the thing he produc
es, the tools he uses, and the whole 
depersonalized, secularized system 
within which he happens to be. 
Surely it would be hard to ask 
him to love the system, the prod
uct, or the work. 

Second. The good of freedom, 
a good extolled by all lovers of 
man, also is normally to be had 
by man on the land. If he has eco
nomic .security-which probably 
most American farmers have 
lacked for fifteen years or so-he 
has opportunity to exercise a free
dom which the mass of men in the 
larger cities cannot achieve. For 
even in good times the wage-slave 
has little freedom. He is not free as 
to the kind of work he will do, or 
as to where he will do it, when he 
will do it, or how he will subdi
vide his time and concentrate his 
energies. He is at best told what 
he will do, when and how he will 
do it, and so on; and it is foolish 
to say that he is free to respond as 
he will. He is not a free man. His 
life then is not a man's life, and 
cannot be enriched by truly hu
man values. As Yves Simon says 
in Trois Lecons sur Ie Travail, the 
great question now is to know 
whether "the possibilities of pru
dential culture" created by the hu
man relations of the workers are 
necessarily reserved to those who 
occupy in industry a situation of 
authority. Just here are the most 
actual of the problems relative to 
the organization of work. Consult 
the great sociological studies such 
as those of De Man, Dubreuil, and 
Briefs, "and you see reappear eV
erywhere the idea that agitation 
among workers, all questions of 
salary apart, have as their princi
pal origin the heteronomy of 
work. The great organization of 
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modern industry is, with f~w ex~ 
ceptions, in no measure the doing 
of the' workman. A boss tells him 
what he is to do, and how he is 
to do it, and when he has done 
the work prescribed, as prescribed, 
he has only to be paid." 

The point need not be labored. 
If the man on the land has eco~' 
nomic freedom, he has-and only 
he among the masses of men nor~ 
mally has-the chance to be in 
large measure a free man. And, 
freedom is a major human good. 

But the point is of great rele~ 
vance now when so many enemies 
tend to swallow up our freedom 
and individuality. With the gen~ 
eral mechanization· of life all 
chance of genuine freedom is suf~ 
feeing. Men lack economic free~ 
dom, and in that fix to speak of 
their being politically free is to use 
idle if not ironic words. Then ma~ 
chine-life does not, as we said, 
leave man a chance to be what he 
is by nature, namely an individ
ual. Much less does it let him 
develop as an individual. Then, 
too, our entertainments and 
amusements are mechanized, the 
very child not learning to amuse 
himself but having from the start 
to be amused and entertained; and 
the family or neighborhood not 
being able to entertain itself but 
having to import entertainment 
and to be machine-entertained. 

Lastly, our schoo'ls, with their 
masses of inhabitants and their 
credits, are not much more than 
machines, and they tend to turn 
boys and girls at best into efficient 
machines. Certainly no one sho'uld 
have expected our schools to edu
cate boys and girls as free men, and' 
the Pennsylvania reporf on The 
Student and His Knowledge shows 
that they are far from having done 
any such thing. 

And yet education of and for 
free men, economics and politics 
for free men, entertainment for 
free men-this is a chief social 
objective. Freedom itself remains a 
great human good, and whatever 
crushes Imtlatlve, individuality, 
even originality-this is a chief 
human evil. The machine does 
crush these; so does mechanized 
education and mechanized play. 
Life on the land might. then offer 
'men some chance . still to function 
as men. 

Third. It is a good thing to 
work on the soil. For soil and'man 
are nearly related, and there is' 
something especially normal and 
healthful and decent about man's 
working the land. It is a good 
thing also bec;fuse it does man 
good to plant a seed and tend it 
and care for it, to harvest it and 
at last to cook it in his own kitch
en and serve it to his own family 
on his own table. And if the 

whole family works together, at 
least in part, at this process, then 
the family has a unity and integra
tion which our modern disinte .. 
grated life might'well envy. One 
sees hardly anything better in Eng~ 
land than the excellent traditional 
habit, carried out on a national 
scale, of hav,ing a~garden; the poor 
people trying always to h~ve vege~ 
table gardens, and the ten-per-cent 
always having an intimate knowl
edge of the culture of flowers. This 
habit has the quality of great san~ 
ity, and it could easily have a cer
tain sacred character. 

.J Fourth. The security of farm 
""life (economic security presup~ 

posed) is also a human value nor~ 
mally to be eXF>ected, because nor~ 
mally achieved on the land. And 
certainly we have learned since 
1929 that insecurity is a major 
human evil. Men need a "sense of 
being at home and established,". 

(Please turn to page 4). 

I HAVE READ the first issue of the "Catholic 
Rural Life Bulletin" from cover to cover and 

congratulate you on an excellent beginning in a 
most important work. We Catholics need to 
learn anew the true philosophy of Catholic living. 
Catholic life must be a life close to nature, for 
the supernatural in the dispensation of God builds 
on the natural. Instead of a commercial exploita
tion of the soil, which is but a pagan counterpart 
of the unchristian mechanization of our big 
city life, we must get back to cooperation 
with the forces of nature for more wholesome 
Christian living. We must learn again how 

to build up the soil itself even while getting a 
fuller cultural life through it. 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

A vast field of discussion and re-Iearning opens 
up before us here, and we need to probe it to the 
very bottom . .. to the bottom foundations of 
sound natural living and sound Christian prin
ciples. Your new "Bulletin" is a most welcome 
sign that we are at last beginning where we 
should. May it have a wide circle of readers and 
produce a more intelligent body of Catholics to 
lead the way towards a spiritual and cultural social 
reconstruction in our glorious country! 

VIRGIL MICHEL, O.S.B. 
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and in these- times great flocks of 
men unfortunately do not have 
such a sense. Now the rural com
munity has not, even in these 
times, lost such a feeling, the feel
ing of being at home and estab
lished. We say such a feeling is a 
great human good. In fact, hardly 
any other human good is really 
good if this be wanting. Deracin
ated men are scarcely men at all. 
Men who don't know the place 
of their neighbors, and who don't 
know their own place in the com
munity; men-not only without 
a country, but even without a 
home-these are only half-men. 
The proletarian (we exaggerate) is 
without home or country or com-

munity, and it has been well said 
that so long as he is in an estab
lished community of people till
ing their own plots of ground, his 
life is not yet so unsettled and dis
established; but when "one prok
tarian settles down beside anotner, 
and in time there grow up large 
cities full of proletarians closely 
crowded together . . . then the life 
of the individual takes on the 
sharp angularity of the average 
working day and year, unrelieved 
by any swerve from its patterned 
course." Then man has in some 
important sense ceased to be. 

Fifth. One of the most valuable 
elements in rural life, an element 
well ingrained in the normal rural 

mind, is the conviction that good 
things cost. Men do not get easy 
rides on the farm, and they do not 
look for them. They pay in hard 
work for what they get. On the 

-other hand, one of the distinguish_ 
ing marks of the bourgeois_ 

- machine-finance mind and culture 
is a certain progressive unwilling_ 
ness to pay. Men do what they 
have to do, but they don't love 
what they do, and they learn to 
watch the clock. Characteristic of 
the bourgeois mind everywhere, no 
matter how poor or rich the per
son, is the standard of cheapness: 
giving little and getting much. 

(Please turn to page 18)-

THE IIMIDDLE WAY11 IN BELGIUM 

No ope more than a parish priest 
is conscious of the material 

needs of his local community. 
When the newly. ordained Abbe 
Mellaerts was appointed to the 
small parish of Goor in 1874, he 
found his farmer parishioners 
unable to make ends meet. The soil 
of the district is poor, their costs 
were high, their methods very an
tequated, and they were vainly at
tempting to compete with the 
cheaper produce of the more re
cently developed and more fertile 
land in the United States, Canada, 
and Australia. Not only was the 
whole community in dire econom
ic stress, but the young people were 
deserting their native village for 
the work to be had in the rapidly 
deVeloping industrial centers. 

4 

./ 

Doubtless these young folk were 
avid, too, of the comparative lux
uries which the town dwellers en
joyed. Farm life lived in penury, 
without the companionship of 
one's children, and without the 
assurance that these same adoles
cents are living a healthy, natural 
life within the fold of the Church, 
is indeed sad for the Catholic 
farmer. The Abbe Mellaerts had 
much with which to occupy his 
mind-and surely much which is 
similar to the problems which 
worry many an American rural 
pastor today! 

The first task of the young Bel
gian priest, the building of a 
church, presbytery and school, oc-

- cupied the first twelve years of his 
ministry. But he was not blind to 
the economic and social needs of 
his flock. The son of a blacksmith 
and small landholder, with some 
knowledge of new developments 
in agricultural chemistry, the 
thoughts of the Abbe Mellaerts 
were not mere idealistic day
dreams. At a meeting of the parish 
St. Vincent de Paul Society, he 
proposed. the use of artificial ferti
lizers to the members, for the im
provement of their crop yields. So 
long had these farmers been accus
tomed to the use of the odorouS 
animal manure which their chil
dren gathered daily in the COW 

byres and the lanes, that their pas
tor had to buy some sacks of fer
tilizer out of his own meager re
sources, distribute them free, and 
wait for results to give incontesti
ble proof of the truth of his as
sertions. 

AUGUST 1938 THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 
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The "magic" powder gave the 
farmers some little profits that 
very year. Then the Abbe Mel
laerts proposed a cooperative on 
the lines of the successful Catholic 
farming cooperatives of the Rhine
land. It was hard to persuade his 
illiterate and hopeless parishioners 
that economic salvation lay within 
their reach. but in 1887 his ambi
tion was realized. and a coopera
tive for the purchase of animal 
feed. fertilizer. machinery. and 
farm implements was established. 
Two years later. the priest had 

, the joy of recounting the story of 
his parishioners' material improve
ment at one of the famous Belgian 
social congresses at Malines. Two 
laymen. one a professor at the 
University of Louvain. the other 
the head of a flourishing Louvain 
bank. heard his words and were 
fired with the possibilities inherent 
in cooperation to save not only 
the farmers of the tiny parish of 
Goor. but all the farmers in the 
Kingdom. Together with the 
Abbe Mellaerts they founded the 
Belgische Boerenbond (League of 
Belgian peasant farmers) in 1890. 

At the present time. approxi
mately two-thirds of the farmers 
in Belgium belong to farm coop
eratives. and of these. three-fifths 
are members of the Boerenbond.a 
preponderantly Flemish organi
zation; another one-sixth belong 
to the Alliance Agricole BeIge. the 
Walloon counterpart of the Boe
renbond. to which the latter has 
given both impetus and direction; 
and most of the rest are in some 
degree under Catholic auspices. 
Belgian farmers today produce 
from 75 to 85 per cent of the total 
agricultural needs of the dense pop
ulation. although of course this 
statement must not be miscon
s"trued: Belgium produces less than 
she needs in some lines of agricul
ture. but her exports of such other 
branches as horticultural produce. 
dairy produce. meat. cattle. horses. 
are very considerable. The Inter-

(Please turn to page 6) 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN 

The sound of escaping steam is in my ears tonight. My lungs are 
sore and heavy with something "foreign" that I think is soot. My 
feet and all my bones are weary from much tramping of pavements, 
and from the tensions one must ,sustain in order to negotiate 
traffic hazards. You guess aright: I have been in the city since 
Mass time this morning, and have returned only within the hour 
to my blessed countryside where all is still, and good men sleep. 
Of course, neither in kind nor degree are my ailments serious 
enough to summon the medical man. I am quite sure that twelve 
hours of country air-that best of all restoratives-will make my 
petty pains and aches a memory. 
But less susceptible to treatment, I fear, is the disturbance of 
mind and heart which is on me now, and which these excursions 
urbanward invariably provoke. The direction my thoughts take is 
determined, naturally, by what I chance to see and hear on such 
occasions. Sometimes I dwell upon the cruel disfranchisements 
which industrial capitalism has imposed 'upon the multitudes; 
sometimes on the dehumanizing consequences of large-scale pro
duction; sometimes on the pleasure-madness, the self-indulgence, 
the paganism of thought and action which is so pronounced where 
people are packed together. 
At this moment the spirit of rebellion grips me as I contemplate 
the disposition of city folk to think and speak of the farmer in 
terms of ridicule. Today again I met some joshers, and had to 
listen with a smil, to the.~sual banter about my "hicks and hay
seeds from the hintei'l~n~'i. Nothing serious, you understand, 
and certainly nothing maJiCious; but bothersome just the same 
as the reflection of a willingness on the part of the urban minded 
to under-estimate the importance of him who, as tiller of the 
soil, is the very back-bone of our economic find soci~1 structure. 
Be that as it may, I am a country pastor and I love the life. I 
love it with increasing ardor as the months and years roll by, be
cause, experiences multiplying, my understanding of the blessed
ness of contact with the soil is constantly enriched. 
Such contact just does things, many things, to the hearts and 
minds of my people which make tl1em receptive to my dispensa
tion of the mysteries of God. They work hard, they play hard, and 
they pray hard. They eat and sleep as if their life depended on it
and it does. So full and so strenuous is their daily schedule of 
wholesome performance that they have little time and less' dis
position to acquire the artificialities and the sophistications which 
militate against the success of any program of personal or corpor
ate sanctification. 
Farm folk generally, I think, are delightfully literal and direct. 
Although the job they do in managing their holdings is a definite
ly complex one, and a challenge to human resourcefulness, they 
themselves are a simple folk in the complimentary sense. They are 
indeed the little children of whom the Master speaks, like whom 
we must all become if we would aspire to attainment of the joys of 
Heaven. They have humility in refreshing degree; and they have 
reverence-3 respect for respectable things, persons, places-which 
makes them almost oddities in a world that seems to have quite 
completely lost that virtue. On these, and several other counts, 
the farmer is fine material on which to work for the establishment 
of the Kingship of Christ on earth. 
Yes, I am terribly prejudiced in favor of my people and their kind. 
And so it bothers me much when I encounter urbanites-victims 
of industrialism gone C~~zy-who choose to belittle those who pur
sue the agricultural wa)'. 
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national Yearbook of Agricultural 
Statistics shows that the yield per 
acre in Belgium compares very 
favorably with yields in other 
countries; the milk yield. per cow 
is exceeded onl y in Holland and 
Denmark; and only in Great Brit
ain, . Holland, and the Irish Free 
State is the average egg yield 
higher than in Belgium. The per
centage of land directly owned by 
cultivators has increased from 27.9 , 
per cent in 1895 to 40.94 per cent 
in 1930, leaving only 59.06 per 
cent rented in 1930, as compared 
wit1;l 72.1 per cent rented in 
1895. This great change from 
widespread and almost hopeless 
depression to a notable relative 
prosperity, and a high stage of 
scientific efficiency, seems to be 
almost wholly due to cooperative 
enterprise, although a certain 
amount of governmental aid must 
also be taken into account. 

The exigencies of space'make it 
advis(lble for us to' confine our-. 
selves to the Belgische Boerenbond. 
This cooperative aims at the spir
itual, intellectual,' and social de
velopment of its members, as well 
as at their economic well-being, for 
its specific purpose is the develop-' 
ment . of the whole man. 

Through the Boerenbond the 
Belgian farmer can procure all his 
farm needs, including the purchase 
or hire of machinery at advanta
geous prices; He can send his prod
ucts to be graded at local centers, 
he can have chemical analyses 
made, and he can sell his wares 
through marketing divisions with 
branches not only in iI!lportant 
Belgian centers, but in London,. 
Paris, and Berlin, too. Insurance 
sections take care of his insurance 
needs. A half-interest in a con
sumers' cooperative provides for 
cheaper household supplies. Credit 
banks enable him to borrow 
money at the lowest cost and to 
undertake small savings. (The first 
credit bank in Belgium was estab
lished by the Boerenbond in 1892, 
and now it controls over two
thirds of the country's 1500 or 

6 

more local banks) . Technical 
experts give over 6000 lectures 
yearly to local groups, and regu
larly visit members to give advi!=e 
about drainage and building prob
lems, agricultural chemistry, 
accounting, and all other pertinent 
technical and legal matters. 

A weekly paper, with technical 
and other informatton for farm~ 
ers, is distributed to all members 
in either Flemish or French edi
tions, according to the individual 
member's choice. A monthly 32-
page magazine for women, with a 
girls' section, is sent to the mem
bers' wives. Farm boys have thejr 
special publication. A monthly 
technical paper on poultry raising, 
one on farm techniques in general, 
and a fortnightly publication for 
horticulturists are each subscribed 
to separately by several thousatrd 
members., . . 

'Daily continuation schools and 
evening classes' have been estab-

My dear Father Byrnes: 

lished in important centers to pre. 
pare youths to take their place at 
their fathers' side as assistants. 
trained in the latest agricultural 
scientific researches. Special stUdy 
courses are periodically organized 
in cooking, baby-care, household 
management, midwifery, and oth· 
er womanly subjects. for the farm· 
ers' wives and daughters. The sons 
are brought to realize that their 
calling is an honorable one, requir· 
ing knowledge and skill far supe· 
rior to that of many industrial 
workers; and not one, therefore. 
to be relegated to the unambitious 
or the dull. Young girls are taught 
that true happiness is to be found 
in rural life, and that theirs is an 
enviable vocation, to prepare to 
be thrifty, well-trained helpmates 
of the new generation of enlight
ened farm men ... 

. Not . neglectful of the social 
needs of man, the Boerenbond sup-

. (Please turn to page 23) 

Permit me to congratulate you and your associates in the 
National Catholic Rural Life Conference on the first issue 
of The Catholic Rural Life Bulletin which has just come to 
my desk. . 

Its format, choice of material, and exposition of high pur
pose give assurance df wide influence among the reading 
public in advancing the' objectives of the Conference, 
,which is contributing effectively toward the reconstruc
tion of the social order so much desired by our Holy 
Father, Pius XI. 

i . 

That I may have a share in the apostolate, I beg of you and 
the officers of the Coi?-ference to accept the enclosed dona
tion of one thousand idollars, to be u~ed at your discretion 
for the purposes of your organization. 

With best wishes for 'success in every phase of your splen
did program, I remain 

May 21, 1938 
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Very faithfully yours, 

+ John G. Murray, 
Archbisho..p of St. Paul 
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RURALIZING,, RURAL 

EDU(ATION 

1sI- P. T~ 

WE speak frequently of "rural
, izing" the city, meaning of 
course, giving to the city a rural 
characteristic or tone. . And we 
speak of "urbanizing" the coun~ 
try; that is, giving to the country 
some of the characteristics of the 
city. Therefore, the title of this 
paper may sa.vor of the paradox
ical, or even of the facetious. Let 
me assure you that I am not play
ing with paradoxes, or trying to 
be facetious. Rural education is 
highly urbanized in tone. Its aims, 
its curriculum, its teachers and 
teaching, and its standards are all 
saturated with urban thinking. 
Rural education needs to be rural
ized; rural education n:eed~ to be 
given a tone in harmony with the 
lives it is supposed to enrich. 

This does not mean that in its 
fundamentals rural education 
should differ markedly from urban 
education. The. same philosophical 
and psychological pri:nciples which 
govern one also govern the other. 
But there are factors in the lives 
of rural youth such as their past 
experiences, their interests and 
needs, their future plans and their 
outlooks on life which do need the 
special attention of all those who 
seriously believe in adjusting edu
cation to pupil needs. There are 
certain pitfalls which need to be 
guarded against if rural education 
is really to serve the needs of rural 
youth. 

Usually discussions on adjusting 
education to rural needs lead us 
into differentiations which should 
be made in content. For example, 
We have heard much about courses 
in agriculture, in home economics 

;:lnd the like. Too, we have heard 
about bringing rural subject mat
ter into such courses as arithmetic, 
social science, and literature. 'Surely 
these adjustments in content are 
admirable and necessary. But it 
must not be assumed that these 
curricular adjustments will· achieve 
the results that we want most. 
Really to ruraliz.e education we 
must go mbre deeply than knowl
edge and skills, which are soon 

. forgotten anyway. We must effect 
changes in pupils that are more 
fundamental. .. more permanent. 
We must reach the level of under
standings, insights, attitudes~ 
ideals, and appreciations. We must 
strive for changes in youth which 
will serve as guideposts to their 
entire outlook on life in general. 
and on rural life in particular. 

Let me illustrate what I mean 
by citing a few typical objectives 
which I think should permeate 
our ruralizing process. In the first 
place we should help pupils to 
develop a love and an appreciation 
of country life. I admit that this 
is difficult to teach. In fact, love 
of country life comes, in part at 
least, through the'incidental and 
accidental experiences of pupils. 
Still, this love and this apprecia
tion are not entirely a .matter of 
chance. Surely they flourish most 
where the teacher herself is cog
nizantof the blessings of rural 
living. Surely they are influenced 
by the extent to which pupils are 
made conscious of the beauties in 
their .' immediate environment. 
Many of us know that it is per
fectly possible to be in the country, 
but not of it; and that many a 
farmer is so concerned about his 
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land' that he forgets' the landscape. 
Surely giving rural poetry, rural 
history, and rural biography their 
rightful places will be positive 
forces for the attainment of this 
goal. Surely the extent to which 

,we co-operate in bettering rural 
living; in bettering the economic 
status of the fanIler; in improving 
the aesthetic aspects of the· farm 
home; in increasing the conven
iences of the home; in raising the 
cultural and recreational levels in 
the community; in a word, surely 
the extent to which we co-operate 
in our communities in making 
rural living something worthy of 
love will greatly influence the 
attitudes which our pupils develop 
toward the agricultural mode of 
living. Even though a young per
son leaves the farm, he should do 
so without hardness of heart;· 
Much of the bitterness toward 
rural life today is caused by those 
who when young disgustedly stuck 

, their tools into the soil, fled to the 
, ,city, and vowed never again to 
~befriend that soil. 

A second objective is to develop 
in youth an appreciation of the 
place which rural life plays in the 
future welfare of the nation, the 
Church, and the individual. This 
is a difficult objective, requiring 
ultimately considerable insight 
regarding such matters as trends in 
population, trends·' in migration 
and the resulting problems, rural 
and urban homes, rural and urba:n 
security, ·rural and urban satisfac~ 
tions, and rural and urban tradi
tions. This objective is not so 
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WHEAT 7 • 

Patiently I churned the loam, 
And waited for the warmth that surges through the earth 
To mother-round my seed 
And nourish forth the living blade. 
I prayed for rain and sun, 
And for deliverance 
From wasting blight. 
(A thousand times I dreamed 
That hail had prematurely scythed me down.) 
But now a regiment of ripened grain 
Stands stoutly as some old barbaric horde, 
Tossing rusty golden tufts upon the wind. 
A proud work, this, of God's and mine, 
That needed elemental earth and air and sun and rain, 
That needed Life Itself, 
And something, too, of human hope and pain. 

John L Walsh, S.J. 

difficult but what a teacher who 
really sees the light herself can do 
much to help others to see the 
light, regardless of the maturity of 
her pupils. 

A third objective is to develop 
in youth an interest in rural prob
lems and their solutions. Most 
students come from our schools 
with'some notion of such national 
problems as crime or traffic ha
zards. But how many of them, 
even in rural areas, are interested 
in problems closer to their own 
lives, such as farm tenancy? How 
many are conscious of, or inter
ested in, the problem of soil con
servation? How many know 
about the distribution of Catholic 
popUlation in the United States, 
or are interested in finding out 
about it? How many are interested 
in farm credit, or in cooperatives, 
or in rural legislation, or in rural 
health, or in rural social welfare, 

- or in governmental attempts to aid 
agriculture? How many really see 
beyond their home farms so far 
as rural problems are concerned? 

How many know of literature 
dealing with those problems? I 
realize fully that there are limita
tions to youthful interests and un
derstandings. But again a teacher 
who herself is interested and in
formed can find many occasions 
for starting interests in others, in
terests which will continue to 
grow on their own momentum. 

The last objective I shall men
tion is closely related to those 
previously mentioned, namely to 
help youth who are making voca
tional choices to give a fair con
sideration to farming as a possible 
occupation. We should not try to 
anchor all farm boys and girls to 
the farm. True, it is said that 
many farm youth go to the city 
when they might better stay on the 
land. But there are many more 
youth whose interests, abilities, 
and opportunities are such that 
they should leave the farm. Being 
born on a farm is not a guarantee 
that one can be a good farmer, or 
that one cannot succeed in some 
other field of work. Furthermore, 

until some of our ideals about 
"family-sized farms," "farming as 

. a way of life," and "justice for 
. farmers" are achieved, there will 
not be a place for all of our youth 
in agriculture. Our concern should 
not be that many boys and girls 
leave the farm. Rather, our concern 
should be that many of those who 
do leave the farm do so with little 
knowledge of what they are leav
ing or to what they are going; and 
that many who stay on the farm 
might better have gone to the city. 
What we need is not a campaign 
of persuasion to keep youth on the 
farm. We need a program that 
.will give youth knowledge about 
a "great many occupations; that 
will help them to analyze their 
abilities and their interests; that 
will develop a sound philosophy 
regarding what constitutes success 
in life; and that will make the 
choice of an occupation a matter 
of study, and not a matter of 
chance. Such a program will lead 
to vocational choices based upon 
conviction, and not on chance or 
oOn emotional appeals. Again, we 
should help youth to know agri
culture. We should help them to 
know what farming, as well as 
other occupations, has to offer by 
way of service and satisfactions. 
We should not assume that farm
ing is an unworthy occupation for 
a person of ability and ambition. 
If we give farming a fair considera
tion in our guidance work,· we 
shall not have to worry al,lout toc 
many leaving the farm. 

I have done the easy thing in 
setting up some examples of de
sirable objectives. I have men-
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tioned only incidentally what is 
necessary to achieve those ob jec
rives. That is another problem. To 
my mind .th~ most impo~ta~t fa:
tor in aCh1evmg those obJectlves 1S 
not the particutar courses offered; 
or the extent to which rural con
tent is brought into the curricu
lum; or the equipment that is 
available in the school. The most 
important factor in the achieve
ment of those objectives is the 
extent to which teachers them
selves exemplify those objectives. 
Once a teacher is moved by the 
beauties of rural life; and sees 
the relationship between success
ful rural life and the welfare 
of the nation, the Church, and 
the individual; and has herself an 
interest in and a grasp of the con
temporary rural problems; and 
knows what farming as an occupa
tion has to offer to those who in-

terpret success soundly,-then she 
will find ways and means of con
veying her insights, her attitudes 
and her ideals to others, even 
though she is teaching the regular 
school subjects; and even though 
she herself may not know the 
color of a Duroc Jersey hog. 

during the past six years and I 
.have- yet to discover a single one 
that has more specialized prepara
tion for rural school teaching than 
that taken in a general course of 
school administration. I have in
terviewed the state certification 
authorities on the point and they 
have told me that only in rare 
instances have Catholic school 
teachers presented credits in rural 
education in applying for state 
teachers' certificates. It seems to 
be assumed that one who is quali
fied to teach in a city school will 
have no difficulty in handling a 
country school. It is just another 
evidence that the urban school is 
presumed tO,be better than, rather 
than different from, the rural 
school. 

It may be advisable to take 
stock of how well teachers in 
Catholic schools are equipped to 
ruralize rural education. Allow me 
to quote the Rev. Joseph H. Ost
diek, Superintendent of Schools of 
the Diocese of Omaha: 

- "It can be stated without fear 
of contradiction that nearly all 
teaching communities are prepar
ing their members almost exclu
sively for teaching in the city 
schools. The specific needs of 
rural schools are overlooked. In
deed I have examined the credits 
of many Catholic school teachers 

"The neglect of specific prepara
tion in rural education is much to 

(Please turn to page 2 8) 

liTo Rescue for Human Society 

the Native Values of Rural Life" 

THIS is the inscription on the frieze of "Hilgard 
Hall," the first agricultural college building erected 

at the University of California. 

Among these values I place first the rural fami
listie philosophy, which the rise and fall of nations 
indicates is essential to survival. In our large cities 
today ten adults are raising only about seven chil
dren. Should the birth rate fall no farther, these 
seven would have five children, these five in turn, 
only three and one-half. Births would decline to 
one-third the present number in a century, and the 
population of these cities would decline in similar 
?egree a few decades later, provided there was no 
1mmigration from the rural regions or from foreign 
lands. 

In our farm population, on the other hand, ten 
adults are still raising about fourteen children. Again 
assuming a stationary birth rate, these fourteen would 
have nearly twenty children, these twenty about 
t:venty-seven. Even assuming that hereafter the rural 
bmh rate falls as rapidly as the urban, it seems prob
able that one thousand farm people will have four 
to eight times as many desceildants a century hence 

» 

as one thousand people living~ in our large cities
four times as many if half the rural youth move to 
the cities, as occurred .during the decade prior to the 
depression, eight times as many if all remain on 
farms. 

Moreover, the reproduction rate is higher in the 
poor than in the rich farming regions. The citizens 
of the future nation seem likely to be descendants in 
increasing proportions of the poor but proud people 
of the southern Appalachians, the croppers and ten
ants of the cotton belt, the Mormons of Utah and 
Idaho, and other small, often self-sufficing farmers 
who have been protected by their isolated location or 
religious principles from the influences of modern 
urban civilization. 

The attitudes and ideals of these rural people 
seem likely to have an increasing influence in directing 
the nation's destiny. Shall their youth be left in 
poverty, and sometimes ignorance, to the commer
cialized and often exploitative influences of the cities: 
also to the radical political philosophies. that many 
city youth have enthusiastically accepted? Or shall 
the Christian churches rise to the emergency, and try 
to lead these rural youth, half of whom, probably, are 
members of no church, toward a more enduring 
social system? The destiny of occidental civilization, 
in my opinion, depends in no small part on the 
strength and courage of the Christian churches during 
the next half century. 

Dr. O. E. Baker 
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QUEBEC MEETS 

ITS RURAL PROBLEM 

SIXTY years ago the towns and 
cities of Quebec accounted for 

only 19.5 per cent of the total 
population of the Province. The 
same was true of the towns and 
cities of the Dominion of Canada 
as a whole. But, even though Que
bec has had a long history of ru
ralcl1lture and traditions behind 
her, it has not saved her in the last 
generation from the bligh,t of over
urbanization which an industrial
ized age has spread over all of Ca
nada and the New World in gen
eral. In 1931,53.7 per cent of 
the entire population of Canada 
were urban dwellers, while the 
percentage in Quebec, which, be
cause of its venerable agricultural 
background might have been ex
pected to provide a wholesome ex
ception to the general urban trend, 
reached as high as 63.1 per cent 
urban, according to the Dominion 
census figures of the same year-
1931. For the past three decades 

. Quebec has contributed also a size
able share to the . phenomenal 
growth that has characterized the 
large industrial centers of the New 
Bngland and other eastern states. 
The depression caused the U. S: 
immigration authorities to close 
this channel, and even to re-patri
ate many who were listed as charg" 
es upon the public welfare by a 
heartless industrial system. Rural 
life had lost its appeal to most of 
them, however, and they preferred 
to cast in their lot with those on 
relief in the industrial centers of 
Canada rather than to brave the 
hazards of the wholesome rural 
life which they had learnecI to 
spurn for the deceitful allurements 
and artificial pleasures of the city. 

This depopulation of the rural 
sections of Quebec, as elsewhere, 
has not failed to be a cause for con
cern to those whose vision of the 
public weal has not been restricted 
by the short-sighted policies of 
some selfish social agencies whose 
philosophy is formulated by the 
veste~ interests which largely sup
port them. The declining birth 
rate-from 37.58 per 1,000 of 
population in 1921 to 24.3 in 
1936-which seems to bear a close 

. correlation to. over-urbanization; 
the increasing difficulty of rural 
areas in supplying the'f~ for an 
ever-expanding urban population 
which, in growing proportions, 
finds itself in possession of a di
minishing share of the net prod
uct; the consequent commerciali
zation of the farming that must be 
done by the depopulated rural dis
tricts to supply at a minimum 
price the subsistence fare of the un
productive masses in the industrial 
centers; the further depopulation 
of rural districts due to the capi
talization necessary for this new 
type of commercial farming; farm
ers' sons, minus such capital, hir
ing themselves out as agricultural 
or industrial laborers where at 
least an initial wage inconie may 
be expected without the invest
ment of capital; farming as a com
,mercial enterprise substituted for 
farming as a "way of life" intro
ducing into the agricultural field 
the faults, short-comings and 
abuses of capitalism and big busi
ness-these, and other social and 
economic tendencies of equal iU
import caused· the Quebec social 
thinkers in both ecclesiastical and 
civil spheres to seek a means of 

averting impending disaster by reo 
constructing the rural social order. 

The Bishops and Pastors of 
Quebec, with the cordial support 
of the public authorities (which 
they duly acknowledge in their 
joint Pastoral Letter on the 'Rural 
Problem in Relation to the Social 
Doctrine of the Church," Novem_ 
ber 30, 1937), have analyzed the 
rural problem of their province. 
and made local application to it of 
the principles of the Encyclicals. 
They have pointed out the dan
gers, analyzed the causes, and pro
posed practical remedies and con
clusions. 

In the years of the depression. 
and. following, the panaceas pro
posed by the various radical Isms 
were clamoring for expression. 
even in Quebec. Many of the dis
gruntled and disillusioned youth. 
crowded en masse by a fervid and 
syncopated industrial tempo onto 
the rolls of public assistance, now 
became the prey of' haranguing 
demagogues and agitators in the 
industrial center of population. 
They were being told that since 
th~ social order had been so misdi
rected there surely could be no God 
in heaven managing the affairs of 
men; and atheistic Communism 
was being suggested to them as an 
unfailing remedy. But the people 
of Quebec were too well grounded 
in Christian faith and fortitude to 
be misled by false visionaries 
whose hopes refracted downwards 
to an imaginary pot of gold at the 
far' end of the rainbow of Com- .'> 

j 
munism, following in the wake I 
of the storm of the depression. The ' 
heirs of Jacques Cartier, La Salle. 
and La Verendrye were too rich, 
too, in the traditions of pioneering 
and colonization to spurn the rem
edies newly offered to them noW 
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by their ecclesiastical and civil au
thorities, in place of the false solu
tions of the Communists and oth
ers, merely because these remedies 
entailed much hardship. Was not 
their race used to overcoming hard
ship, and coping with physical as 
well as social and economic diffi
culties? The results of a few years, 
or in some cases even months, of 
operation of the Quebec program 
of rural re-establishment have 
proved how wholesome and well
directed was the leadership, how 
efficacious was the cooperation -of 
the public authorities, and how 
enlightened spiritually, socially 
and economically, was the plan 
undertaken by Quebec for re-estab
lishment of the rural social order. 

While the feeding of the poor 
on relief in the cities was being at
tended to, a program of land set
tlement on unoccupied farms in 
districts already opened was un
dertaken for the immediate assist
ance of the unemployed of these 
industrial centers. This early plan, 
known as the Gordon plan, after 
its sponsor, also encouraged and 
provided assistance for the coloni
zation of new lands in the north
ern part of the province, where 
new miles of frontier were being 
developed. As in other countries, 
however, it was found that a large 
number of people thus settled on 
the land drifted back to the cities. 
Over a two and one-half year pe
riod from November, 1934, to 
June, 1937, out of some 20,916 
persons thus settled on the land 
about 8,255, or 39.5 per cent, did 
not remain. At the beginning of 
1937 a new plan was put into 
operation to supersede the early 
one. The new plan seems to be de
signed more to/develop and recon
struct the rural areas than to re
lieve the congested industrial cen
ters. It is called the Rogers-Auger 
Plan, after its sponsors in the fed
eral and provincial governments 
respectively. It complements and 
forms part of a well-thought-out 
program of colonization adminis
tered by some ten other bureaus or 

"services" of the provincial de
partment of colonization. 

Through these services not only 
is a more carefully conducted back
to-the-Iand scheme foste.red, but 
provision is also made for assisting 
farmers to settle their sons, sons
in-law, or adopted children on un
occupied land without having to 
be settled on the land via the relief 
rolls of the city. Generous grants 
are made to encourage the clearing / 
of the land, the construction of a 
house and farm buildings, the erec
tion of sawmills, schools, chapels 
and parish residences. And certain 
further funds are set aside to pay 
colonists for work on roads, 
bridges and culverts, and other 
public improvements. The new 
colonist is thus assisted in these, 
and in other ways to establish 
himself on unoccupied land in old 
or new Quebec. 

A real boon for the Catholic rural 
population of New York State 

is in prospect if two measures pre
sented to the Constitutional Con
vention at Albany by the representa
tives of seven dioceses in - New York 
are enacted into the State Constitu
tion. 

The two measures which will come 
up for ratification by popular poll 
next Fall provide: (a) "That equal 
rights of children in school transpor
tation be granted to all children at
tending school." (b) Religious In
struction to children in public 
schools. This measure provides: 
"Nothing in this Constitution shall. 
prevent the legislature from permit
ting religious instruction under the 
direction of a duly constituted relig
ious body for pupils in free common_ 

To have a more composite pic- schools by instructors of the same re-
ture of the extent to which the ligious faith as the pupils instructed. 
Quebec program is designed t; re- The religious. instruc~ion ~o permit-
construct a better social ancl e _', ted shall be given a child With parent
nomic order, we should go i~~O' ' ... 1 cons.ent and at times prescribed. by 

f th d t 'I f th 1 ' f(1the legislature; but no compensation some 0 e e al s 0 e p an m ' . . 
( Wh th' ( shall be paid from public monies for 

opera lO~. ere ere IS, ques lOn such instruction" 
of opemng up new tern tory the ,. 
government surveys the land and Free transportation of New York 
lays it out in traditional long nar- parochial school children had been 

1 t f h d d h granted by the State legislature, but 
row 0 s 0 one un re acres :ac, on.application of an atheistic group 
so arranged that the houses wdl be to the State Court of Appeals Judge 
situated close together, and all will Rippey ruled free transportation of 
be within a short distance of the parochial school children un-consti-
site of the parish church. This tutional. If the measure, which re-
makes for a better social and reli- ceived a sixteen-ta-one affirmative 
gious development of the settlers. vote in the Constitutional Convention 
The land is carefully analyzed by meets the approval of the voters this 
government soil experts and the Fall (and it should), it will mean that 

the future law of the State will assure 
various types on all the lots are a religious education for thousands of 
set out on the survey maps. In- rural children who before had no 
formation is later available as to means of transportation to Catholic 
the most suitable crops for these schools. (The States of Maryland, 
various types of land. This infor- Indiana, Louisiana, New Hampshire, 
mation, and seeds from the gov- Kansas, Illinois, Iowa, and Massachu-
ernment experimental farms, are setts have already acted favorably on 
furnished to the settlers gratis ac- similar legislation.) 
cording to their -needs. Diocesan The second measure-religious ed-
central bureaus, with branches in ucation in the public schools-may 
all the parishes of the older settle- not meet with such favor. If it should, 
ments, assist in the selection of the it will remove a barrier that has been 
candidates for land settlement. On- a curse and a scandal to a common

wealth founded on principles of 
(Please turn to page 12) Christian justice and charity. 
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ly persons of high moral repute, 
industry, thrift, courage, and good 
health are to be recommended by ... 
the local parish organization to 
the diocesan service. These appli
cations are carefully reviewed by 
the diocesan service, and the most 
fitting are then in {turn recom
mended to the department of col
onization which, independently, 
and in conjunction with the local 
civil authorities, conducts a further 
investigation into the fitness of the 
applicant and his family for pio:' 
neering on the frontiers or farm
ing on settled land, according as 
the recommendation and applica
tion sets forth. Needless to say, 
many applications are refused, and 
those finally selected after this care
ful process are usually those with 
a pioneering instinct and a rural 
outlook, who will regard agricul
ture as a "way of life'.' as well as 
a means of living. Only married 
men, or those engaged to be mar
ried within a year or two, are ac
cepted. Not only are many settlers 
established here and there on in
dividual lots, geneq'lly of their 
own choice, i.e., on available lots 
in already settled parishes, but an 
even larger number are tab~n in 
groups from the same or neighbor
ing communities and settled ('n the 
same survey on the new frnntier, 
where the social ties already exist
ing from the home surrou ndings 
are continued and developed. This 
is a decided advantage in building 
up a lasting social spirit and pride 
in the new community, and is cal
culated to reduce the number of 
those who do not remain on the 
land after placement. 

Through an agreement reached 
in 1937 between the federal and 
the provincial governments every 
qualified would-be settler may ob-

(Please turn to page 27) 
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IS THERE A RURAL 

CHARITY· PROBLEMl 

SOME years ago the Chicago 
Tribune in giscussing the Ku 

Klux Klan and its causes coined 
the expression, the rural slum. For 
generations numbers of our good 
Catholics have lived on the other 
side of the railroad tracks in cities, 
so that underprivileged sections 
and the "slums" have not worried 
us. A self-assured scientific group 
of academic theorists who have 
never distinguished between a 
home and a house have confused 
environment with the proximate 
occasion of sin; a]1dour Catholic 
interpretation of the t!J1e situation 
has trailed behind, lac!ing expres
sion and the opportunity of ex
pression. 

With a variety of federal, state, 
and county public services coming 
into all states and all sections of all 
states, the city slums are being 
cleaned up, but the rural slums are 
continuing to exist without distur
bance. 

May we call attention to the 
fact that the Catholic rural prob
lem has lacked understanding for 
decades? Especially the Catholic 
rural charities problem has con
tinued undefined. While the city 
problem, as a distinctively Cath
olic problem, requires very much 
more definition spiritually, social
ly, and economically, the Catholic 
rural problem is still in the pre
kindergarten stage of discussion. It 
is now recognized that there are 
low standards of living in rural 
districts, despite the fact that we 
have always argued that the farm
er need not go hungry. With the 
new understanding of health and 
mental conditions, but above all, 
of character deterioration, we are 

beginning to recognize that human 
nature has failed in country as weI! 
as in the city, and sin-unpopular 
as that term is-has taken its toll. 

Education, good roads, electri
city, rural mail delivery, the ra-

. dio, and progress in production 
and marketing have set new stand
ards of living on the farm. The 
small town as a social unit has 
been recognized as an American 
institution of greater service to the 
farm than the urban centers of 
population. The isolation of the 
American farmer and the helpless
ness of many individuals in small 
towns not accessible to modern 
health and social agencies, has 
t:hanged in the past three decades. 
After all, human nature repeats it
self the world over. The break
down of the individual and the 
family is not solely a problem of 
urban life even though the news
papers focus the spotlight of atten
tion on distinctly city break
downs. 

When St. Stephen was stoned 
outside Jerusalem, his efficiency as 
a dispenser of bread and his en
thusiasm for the young Church 
brought him the penalty of death 
and the crown of glory. All 
through the ages the Church has 
struggled for a social, economic, 
and political condition which 
means the reform of individuals. 
The great stories of St. Francis of 
Assisi, St. John of the Cross, St. 
Elizabeth, St. V~ncent de Paul, 
Frederic Ozanam, and Don BoscO 
are the sanctification of the saint 
in the reform of social conditions. 
The tragic story of the tedious 
struggle of the state to better it
self and the tragic failure of the 
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Protestant Reformatien in every 
type of social reform, suggests that 
only noW our AAA's and our eth
er reforms are only within three 
hundred years of catching up with 
our .rural problem. At varieus 
times and in various countries the 
state has confiscated the monaste
ries that had given service to. the 
countryside, but the public officials 
thereafter always found that the 
misery and peverty o.f the rural 
people which the monasteries had 
prevented, had to be relieved also. 

Since the days of the Master, 
Catholic culture has stood for the 
reform of the individual as a defi
nite personal problem. The phy
sical and social care ef the under
privileged, of the mentally defec
tive, of the orphan, and of the 
aged has always been recognized 
as a means of self-discipline fer th~ 
dispenser of charity. Every major 
social advance has involved vast 
numbers of perso.nal referms, and 
has meant great surrenders of 
the will to the Will ef God. To 
see Christ in the poor made it pes
sible for a St. Francis of Assisi to 
go out and serve the poor, and 
even the leper, and to. advance for 
all time the idea of the home visit 
to the poor. St. Vincent de Paul 
was, after all, the first great public 
almoner of the poor, and his sup
ernatural motives beggars the value 
of eur billions voted for federal 
relief. 

Hew poorly we have defined the 
great charity service of the church 
through the centuries! How effec
tively our medern methods of 
publicity and public relations have 
deified public social service and pri
vate philanthropy. How tragically 
we Catholics have steod by, al
lowing our complex problems of 
charity to be redefined for us in a 
variety of state functions and pre
sumptions! Shall we admit so. 
great a lack of leadership and so 
poor an ability of definition that 
in solving our problems of rural 
charity we shall again trail rather 
than assume the glorious leader
ship of other ages and generations? 

We have made seme progress in 
the first quarter of this twentieth 
century in reviving a few ef the 
elements ef a true Cathelic culture. 
We have tried to. refuse to. surren
der to. a material concept ef life. 
We have been caught by many 
vulgar ·pleasures, but eur persenal 
sacrifices during Lent, and eur sup
pert ef scheels and charities, are 
expressiens ef goed intent. In the 
matter ef heners, we have con
fused the pre-canenizatien ef the 
individual with the henest defini
tien ef the struggles ef great move
ments. We know semething abeut 
Cathelic charities, net because we 
have discussed eur pregram fer the 
child, the family, the aged, but 
because we have imitated public 
and private agencies, and have en
gaged in publicity stunts witheut 
a true interpretatien ef the seul 
and the spirit ef the Little Sister 
ef the Peer; the Carmelite, the 
Franciscan, the Vincentian. 

Yes, there is a distinctlY Am~r
ican Cathelic rural culture w1?ich, 
springs eut ef family life and pa~ 
ish life. Witness the fine beys and 
girls ceming to the big cities frem 
the country year after year, with a 
spirit ef werk and a spirit ef sac
rifice. Witness, toe, the rural voca
tiens. Many evidences ef fine fam
ily backgreund characterize these 
yeung peeple. Ideals ef self-disci
pline and self-directien are ample 
to. suggest their character and the 
strength ef their religious life. 

On the side ef charity, we knew 
that the ideal ef neighberliness and 
helpfulness is given a supernatural 
turn just as seon as the church 
begins to. functien. Witness the ru
ral pastor en his way to a dying 
parishioner, and hew frequently 
the farmer jeins in the cheres of 
his sick neighber as a matter ef 
kindliness. No. crep to. be harvested 
ever fails because sickness and 
death have paralyzed the family 
farm. Shall we by an everempha
sis en state, county, and federal 
help, harden the hearts ef eur 
ceuntry people as we are harden
ing the hearts ef city men? 
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The Cathelic farmer has clung 
to. the ideal of family life, family 
sacrifice, me.ral character, and an 
appreciation ef the need. of religien 
in life as the basis ef all human 
pregress. Semething in the very 
life and work ef the farmer has 
revealed the geedness and great
ness ef the Creater. Slewly but ef
fectively we are coming back to. the 
jey ef being semething mere than 
a number or a ceg in a machine. In 
the National Cathelic Rural Life 
Cenference we are attempting to. 
re-define the fulness and pewer ef 
a life lived, net upen a dependence 
en artificial cenditiens ef cem
merce and trade, but upen sunshine 
and rain, and the ceeperatien ef 
man with -the forces ef Ged's na
ture. 

Paralleled with the definitien ef 
this preblem, we are face to. face 
with the halt, the lame, the blind 
en the farm and in the rural tewn. 

COMING TO VINCENNES? 

Good! Then if you wish accommo
dations in Jl private home, advise 
Father. Becher, chairman of the local 
arrangements committee, a week or 
two in advance. Address the Reverend 
John Becher, Knights of Columbus 
Building, Vincennes, and be assured 
of comfort during the period of the 
convention. 

Our Cathelic village and ceuntry 
pasters ~re teday practically the 
vne and only ferce in the Cathelic 
church who. recognize the preb
lem. 

In the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul in Milwaukee we handled at 
the werst stage ef the depressien 
some nine theusand families. By 
intense case study and a very defi
nite service program, we feund 
that in ninety per cent ef the fam
ilies there were major spiritual 
problems to be unravelled. The 
Catholic rural pastor can repeat 
these figures, but he needs inspira
tien and organization and a vehi
cle to carry ferward this program. 
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The Future of the Bulletin 

• New publication ventures 
always involve a certain risk, 
which is nowhere better illustrated 
than in the Catholic field where 
the mortality of publications is 
unusually high. 

The cordial reception of the 
first issue of the Bulletin, how
ever, and the generous support we 
have received from many friends 
and well-wishers, have gone far to 
alleviate our doubts concerning the 
future of the magazine. Elsewhere 
in this issue we record the munifi
cent generosity of His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Archbishop of St. 
Paul. His Excellency, the Most 
Rev. Bishop A. J. Muench of 
Fargo has given a subscription to 
the Bulletin to every priest and 
house of religion in his jurisdic
tion. Many other members of the 
hierarchy have sent, not only good 
wishes, but also substantial mate
rial support. And not a few 
priests, Sisters, and laymen have 
responded with gratifying gener
osity. 

Manifestly, the future of the 
Bulletin is not yet secure. But a 
beginning has been made, which 
indicates that we may look for
ward to an increasing circle of 
rural-minded priests and educators 
who will find not only the Bulle
tin, but also membership in the 
Catholic Rural, Life Conference, 
useful and necessary for their more 
intelligent participation in the 
urgently desirable task of social 
reconstruction for America. 

An Instance of Pastoral 
Resourcefulness 

• St. Mary's parish, Dell Rapids, 
S. Dak., of which the Rev. Walte~ 
L. Roche is pastor, has a fine paro
chial grade and high school. But 
for want of transportation many 
'of the rural children have been 
unable to attend. The difficulty 
was overcome when Father Roche, 
at his own personal expense, 
'purchased a fleet of five school 

buses, three of which are manned 
by advanced students of the parish' 
high school. At the close of the 
school day the children are 
returned to their homes, and 
through a cooperative arrange
ment with the parents, each driver 
finds lodging with a farm family 
at the end of his route. Next 
morning he returns to town, pick
ing up the children at convenient 
points along the route. The 
arra'.1gement has worked so well 
that. in the brief time sine\: its 
inauguration, enrolment of the 
parish school has increased by one 
hundred fifty pupils. At the same 
time the farmers of" the district 
have discovered that the closing of 
the several district schools formerly. 
serving their needs has effected a 
saving considerably in excess of 
the expense involved in the main
tenance of the parochial schooll'. 
includi.ng the bus service. 

Priests and People' • 

• Elsewhere in this issri:, 15r. Eva 
J. Ross recounts the distinguished 
service rendered to the farmers of 
Belgium by a humble rural pas
tor, who laid the foundations 
for the cooperative organiza
tion embracing more than half 
of Belgium's farmers today. Con
ference members are already 
acquainted with similar services 
rendered by Catholic priests to 
their rural parishes in this country. 
There is, for example, the coopera
tive enterprise at Westphalia, Ia., 
initiated and directed by Father 
Duren. There is the cooperative 
tomato cannery established by 
Father Schnellenberger at Celes
tine, Ind, and the strawberry mar
keting cooperative established at 
St. Anthony, Ind., under the 
guidance of Father Aloisius 
Fischer, O.S.B. 

Quite as deserving of notice is 
the remarkable story of Father 
William J. Dunn, pastor of St. 
Philip's church in Warrenville, 
Connecticut. In every sense a pas
tor, Father Dunn long ago dis-

N 
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covered that the material insecur
ityof his farmers was gradually 
endangering the stability of par
ish and community life, and he 
set himself to correct the Irregu
larity. 

Gaining the confidence of the 
farmers in the community, he dis
cussed their problems with them 
fra{lkly and openly, and ten years 
ago succeeded in organizing the 
Ashford Farmers Cooperative, of 
which he is still president and gen
eral director. He then persuaded 
the farmers of the community that 
greater profits could be made by 
selling their milk through the 
Connecticut Milk Producers Asso
ciation in Hartford than by mak
ing butter and peddling it them
selves. He was able to con
vinct! them, also, that there 
were' other advantages in coopera
tion. There was, for example, the 
problem of expen-
sive seed grain. He 
met it by estab-
lishing the Ash-
ford Cooperative 
Store, which not 
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only enables the farmers to pur
chase grain more economically, but 
also ~rovides opportunities for the 
advantageous purchase of other 
commodities. 

It will be a blessed day for 
Church and State in America 
when the ten thousand rural· par
ishes, of which we dream, are 
manned by the Dunns and the 
Durens, . the Fischers and the 
Schnellenbergers. May God give 
increase to their kind! 

ConFerence President Honored 

• New honors have come to Fa
ther Ligutti, President of the Con
ference. In June, his Alma Mater, 
St. Ambrose college at Davenport, 
:conferred on him the doctorate of 
letters. During the same month the 
Holy Father appointed Father 
Ligutti a domestic prelate with the 

Vincennes.· Erected 1824 

title of Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor. The 
formal investiture 
will take place at 
Granger, Iowa, 
on September 12. 

ConFerences on Rural Problems 

• This year's summer session of 
St. Louis University included a 
series of notable discussions on 
rural problems under direction of 
the Rev. John C. Rawe, S.J. The 
seminars sought to present a pro
gram of rural economy based 
on Catholic social philosophy, 
Included in the series were five lec
tures on rural philosophy, the 
rural family, the teacher, and the 
leader of rural youth, presented 
by Father Rawe; three lectures on 
practical aspects of rural economic 
reconstruction by the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Luigi Ligutti, president of 
the Catholic Rural Life Confer
ence; and a paper on the Southern 
share cropper submitted by Rich
ard Deverall, editor of The 
Christian Front. Participants 
included sixteen teaching Sisters, 
six rural pastors, one Christian 
Brother, and ten graduate and 
under-graduate students. 

Wayside Missionaries 

• One of the annoyances which 
the Catholic m1ss1onary fre
quently encounters is the ignor
ance of "the other sheep," parti
cularl y in the more remote areas, 
concerning the doctrine, the his
tory, and the government of the 
Catholic Church. Of the methods 
adopted to remove this barrier to 
good will, that of street missions 
has achieved notable success, espe
cially in Kansas. 

In the diocese of Wichita, street 
preaching was initiated in the 
spring of 1935 by Father Thomas 
W. Green, third vice-president of 
the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conferen~e. . 

This year street missions for 
non-Catholics were held in more 
than fifteen'towns in various parts 
of the Wichita diocese. 

The Most Rev. Paul C. 
Schulte, Bishop of Leavenworth, 
has also adopted the aposto
late of street preaching in his 
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diocese. The enterprise 1S con
ducted by the Vincentian Fathers 
of Kenrick Seminary, Webster 
Groves, Missouri. In the Concor
dia diocese similar work is . being 
done in the rural towns by the 
Catholic Evidence Guild under 
direction of Father Edwin Darz
weiler, O.M.Cap., of Hays, Kans. 

What About a Practical 
Farmers' Journal? 

• With the appearance of the first 
issue of the Bulletin has come, 
from friendly sources, a quantity 
of excellent criticism. Most chal
lenging has been the reaction of 
those who are disposed to think 
that the -editors might do better 
to build the magazine down to the 
educational level of the rank-and
file of farm readers. There is, we 
think, a definite need for a Cath
olic farm journal such as will serve 
the interests of th~ masses. How:'; 
ever, and for the moment, it seems 
imperative that the actual and 
potential leaders in the Catholic. 
Rural Life movement, by which 
we mean the priests, the teaching 
Sisters, add the better equipped 
laity, be supplied with a vehicle of 
thought adjusted to their capaci
ties. 

We frankly admit that we are 
intrigued by the idea of a national 
Catholic farm journal. But we \ 
doubt that such a publication 
could be launched at this time 
with assurance of continued life. 
Aside from the expense involved, 
there are such practical aspects as 
the dearth of writers with suffi
cient theoretical knowledge and 
practical training to give guarantee 
of a quality product. Moreover, as 
matters stand, the. average Catholic 
farmer is not interested in a Cath
olic farm journal, and there is lit
tle reason to believe he will greet 
its appearance with enthusiasm 
until sound leadership brings to 
him an understanding of funda
mental irregularities affecting rural 
life today. To develop such lead
ership is the task which the Bulle
tin has set for itself. 
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MISSIONARY WORK 

OF CANADIAN NUNS 

A s a result of the mass immi ~ 
gration into Canada which 

took place during the early part 
of the present century, hundreds 
of thousands of Catholics, princi~ 
pally from central Europe, estab~ 
lished themselves on the prairies of 
the west. Settled in these rural 
areas, without the benefits of 
church or Catholic school, many 
families gave up the practice of 
their religion, and countless others 
were in imminent danger of drift~ 
ing from the faith. What a tre~ 
mendous responsibility for the 
church in Canada! It was the 
gravity of this situation that 
prompted the foundation of the 
religious community of the Sisters 
of Service. The Sisters were to 
devote their lives to the service of 
this rural population, with the ob~ 
ject of instructing the children in 
the faith, and assisting in the de~ 
velop~ent of happy and prosper~ 
ous Catholic settlements. 

In view of the particular work 
in which the Sisters would engage, 
they were to wear a uniform rather 
than the distinctive dress and tra~ 
ditional veil of the older orders. 
Their rule would permit them to 
travel alone and work alone when 
there was need of doing so; they 
might also work in places where 
other Sisters could not go because 
of the restrictions of rule and of 
custom. They must be willing to 
forego the consolation of daily 
Mass and the frequent reception of 
the Sacraments if by so doing 
spiritual first aid could be given 
to the under~privileged of Christ's 
:flock. 

The first group to answer the 
call to service assembled in To~ 

ronto on August 15, 1922, and 
began the preparation for their 
apostolic work. This period of 
probation terminated by religious 
profession, for the Sisters of Serv~ 
ice take the vows of poverty, chas~ 
tity, and obedience, and at the 
same time make a solemn promise 
to dedicate their lives to souls most 
abandoned, particularly in outly~ 
ing districts. . 

The blessing of God was un~ 
doubtedly on this new venture in 
the home mission 'field. The ap~ 
proval of the Holy See ~as given, 
and the institute was can,nically 
erected, while the magni:ffICent op~ 
portunities for service in the 
church made its appeal to our 
Catholic girls, and many offered 
themselves for the new missionary 
enterprise. 

To meet the specific need for 
which they were founded, one 
branch of work in which the Sis~ 
ters engage is teaching in the one~ 
room rural school. It is being re~ 
alized more and more by our lead~ 
ers in church and state that the 
program of education for coun~ 
try schools needs revision. Steps 
must be taken to educate rural chil~ 
dren for rural life, if the farming 
areas are to be saved from depopu~ 
lation. It is here that the Sister 
of Service can make a worth while 
contribution to agricultural life. 
Day by day she has the opportun~ 
ity of impressing on the youth 
confided to her care the advantages 
and joys of a life lived closed to 
nature. 

Besides being qualified to teach 
the secular branches of study, the 
Sister of Service has a special train~ 
ing in methods of teaching reli~ 

gion, and it is to this branch of 
her work that she gives particular 
attention, striving by every means 
possible to instil in the hearts of 
her charges a love for Catholic 
ideals and practice. It is her priv~ 
ilege, by precept and example, to 
develop in them a loyalty to the 
glorious faith that is their heritage. 

Nor is the Sister satisfied with 
the wbrk done in the school. She 
supplements it by visiting the 
homes, and this contact strength~ 
ens the bond between parent, child, 
and teacher. Very often these vis
its provide an opportunity for giv
ing much-needed religious instruc
tion to parents and older members 
of-the family. Then, too, in times 
of siekness or distress they natur
ally turn to the Sisters for help 
and advice; nursing care is pro~ 
vided when necessary; also other 
material assistance in the way of 
clothing, drugs, etc. 

During the summer months ev
ery available Sister is sent out to 
teach religion to children living in 
districts far removed from Catho
lic church or school. These tours 
emf>race rural districts in Mani
toba, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
British Columbia. This summer 
the Sisters have extended their 
teaching for the first time as far 
north as the Vicariate of Prince 
Rupert, and the Yukon. 

As there is so little time and so 
much work, great efforts are made 
to contact as many children as pos~ 
sible. The usual procedure is to 
spend two weeks in one settlement, 
prepare the children for First 
Communion and Confirmation, 
and then pass on to another dis
trict. Last summer the Sisters 
taught in seventy districts and in
structed seventeen hundred chil
dren. What a consolation it is to 
a missionary Sister to have the 
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Painter of the fruits and flowers, 
We thank Thee for Thy wise design 
Whereby these human hands of ours 
In Nature's garden work with Thine. 
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privilege of imparting the knowl
edge and love of God to these poor 
little ones! 

So as not to lose contact with 
the children instructed during the 
summer, courses in re.ligion are 
given by mail from September to 
June. To take care of this work, 
the Sisters of Service have estab~ 
lished two central houses, one in 
Edmonton, Alberta, the other in 
Regina, Saskatchewan. The names 
of all children attending summer 

!c1asses are sent in to one of these 
houses, and the instruction begun 
personally during the summer is 
continued by mail. It is astonish~ 
ing to see the interest taken by 
these children in studying their 
lessons, and working at the con~ 
tests which are given at regular 
intervals. This instruction "reaches 
thousands who have little or no 
contact with the church. Not only 
do the children benefit by the 
lessons, but often the parents, and 
even grandparents, are brought 
back to the practice of their reli~ 
gion by the coming into the home 
of these "Messages of tpe King." 

In the houses at Regina and 
Edmonton the lessons are placed 
at the foot of the tabernacle before 
they are mailed, and the blessing 
of our Eucharistic King involved, 
so that the hearts of the little ones 
who are to receive them may by 
this means be drawn closer to the 
Divine Heart of Jesus. 

The late Archbishop of Ed~ 
monton once said: "The amount 
of good done by the correspond~ 
ence courses in religion conducted 
by the Sisters of Service would 
alone justify the existence of the 
community. " 

Another drawback to life in ru~ 
ral areas is the lack of proper hos~ 
pitalization for the sick. Many 
?eaths occur in country places, ow~ 
mg to lack of medical attention 
and proper nursing care. To cope 
with this situation the Sisters of 
Service have establi~hed two small 
hospitals-"jewels on the plain" 
-one at Edson and the other at 
Vilna, in the province of Alberta. 

It is their ambition to operate 
man y such hospitals to serve the 
rural population. 

From these outposts of mercy 
the Sisters visit the sick in their 
homes, and sometimes assist the 
doctor in conducting ambulatory 
clinics in surrounding districts. 
These clinics afford splendid 
opportunities for doing good 
among the poor people who are 
not in a position to reach the hos~ 
pital. 

While doing everything possi~ 
ble to improve physical conditions, 
the chief interest of the nursing 
Sister is the spiritual welfare of 
these people to whom she is de~ 
voting her life. Many a soul who 
has drifted far from God and the 
church has been brought back to 
the arms of the Good Shepherd, 
and to many a poor settler the lit~ 
tle country hospital has been ver~ 
ily the Gate of Heaven. 

Mother Church is welcoming them 
and will take them under her care. 

Another phase of S. O. S. work 
is the conducting of hostels in the 
large cities. The hostel work was 
originally started to provide a 
home for the large number of 
girls coming from the British Isles 
for domestic service. To them the 
hostel, with its friendly atmos~ 
phere, is indeed a haven during 
the period of adjustment to the 
ways of a strange city, and in the 
Sisters they find true friends on 
whom they can rely for counsel 
and guidance. At present the ma~ 
jority of the girls in our hostels 
come from rural districts and are 
without a home in the city. 

To help these young people to~ 
wards self~improvement, classes 
are conducted in cooking, sewing, 
gymnastios, elocution, dramatics. 
While the Sisters do everything 
possible to assist the girls materi~ 

The Sisters of Service supple~ ". 
ment in every way possible the -J 
work of the missionary priest. 
When one considers the vast ex~ 
tent of western parishes, and re~ 
alizes that even with herculeanex~ 
er,tion a priest can visit most of the 
settlements under his care only 
once or twice a year, it is easy to 
understand the welcome and ap~ 
predation given the Sisters by the 
bishops and priests of Canada. 

ally by providing educational and 
recreational facilities, it is their 
spiritual welfare that always re~ 
ceives first consider.ation. To this 
end annual retreats are given, 
May processions held, and religion 
study clubs organized. Benedic~ 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament is 
given on Sundays and feast days; 
an instruction by the priest usually 
follows this devotion. 

Shortly after the initiation of 
this new missionary endeavor, it 
was realized that much more ef~ 
fective work could be done in the 
far west if the immigrants were 
met at the ports, so that their first 
contact in a strange land would be 
Catholic. Accordingly, Sisters able 
to speak the central European lan~ 
guages are appointed to meet the 
ocean liners as they sail into the 
ports of Halifax and Montreal. 
The Sister of Service has become 
a familiar figure at the docks, wait~ 
ing to greet the new arrivals. How 
completely these strangers trust 
themselves to the care of the Cath~ 
olic Sister who speaks to them in 
their own language! And how 
happy they are to realize that 

The church in Canada has 
many opportunities for the Sisters 
of Service. The work already 
accomplished is but a prelude to 
what would be possible were their 
numbers multiplied many times. 
If with seventy Sisters the Insti~ 
tute has established itself in seven 
provinces of the Dominion, and 
is engaged in zealous action from 
coast to coast, what might not be 
done with seven hundred! 
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THE LAND' 
AND HUMAN VALUES 

(Continued from page 4) 

The workman does what he has to 
do; he volunteers nothing; he is 
expected, and he expects himself 
to initiate nothing. The better 
part, the humaner part of himself 
is left unused, because for the pur
poses of big-time industry it is 
unavailable. Human life deterior
ates. And among the elite we get 
much the same thing. We get facile 
ways of doing things. And these 
are likely to be mechanical and 
inhuman ways. At last we achieve 
faith in having something done 
for us. We have lost faith in 
doing things for ourselves. We 
come to, not a striving for excel
lence-whicho is the very key to 
the achieving of excellence, but 
at best to a mere endurance. We 
do what has to be done. We 
have 'thus lost the old sense, 
a metaphysical one no doubt, of 
work (operatio) as a perfection of 
the worker. But we have also in 
some m'easure lost that idea in an 
ethico-psychological sense. 

Sixth. On the land, people
and not things-are of elemental 
importance. People are important 

economically, of course, but also 
humanly. They are important as 
human beings, and are respected as 
human beings. It is true, to be 
sure, that a kind of sacredness goes 
properly with the human being 
everywhere, in all occupations, and 
at all stages of culture. Even so, at 
certain places and times and in cer
tain circumstances, the human be
ing is more highly valued. In the 
large industrial areas, what men 
want, as Dr. Baker has almost too 
well shown, are luxury values, 
and prestige values, and not the 
truly human values. They are 
under the "consumption com
plex," and thus they prize things 
rather than people. 

Well, if these are among the 
values offered by life on the land
stability, faith in man and in his 
values, freedom, and so on-if 
this is so, will there not be a tre
mendous back-t:o-the-farm move
ment as soon as men in general are 
informed? No d,m~et.Aat all! A 
sprinkling of men w.i:ll go back 
when economic necessity is dire, 
but most men' not even then. A 
very few individuals will go from 
city to land for the sake of mere 
freedom, and home and family, 
and stability, and other such val-

ues. But it is by no means true 
that a;ll men want freedom, Or 
property, or that they have an im
mense respect for persons. Men in 
the cities, at least, come very quick
ly to ease down into routine and 
into an institutionalized way of 
life. 

What may, nevertheless, be 
done is to encourage subsistence 
farming for disfranchized urban
ites, which, by the way, is the only 
sort we have had in mind in these 
pages. We can also encourage an 
agrarian way of life for those will
ing and able to avail themselves of 
it, in the neighborhood of every 

. city, and we can (if we have pas
tors enough free of the bourgeois
machine-finance spirit) encourage 
the sort of study and the more
than-study that has already been 
done at several important centers. 
For it is true, as was said by Pierre 
Lafargue, whose family had been 
on the same farm for eleven hun
dred and fi~ty-two years, that "Big 
cities are ~ad places for country 
people." Tre other and unsaid side 
of that stfltement is that the land 
is a good place for people. That 
IS what Pierre Lafargue really 
meant. 

TO A LOMBARDY' POPLAR Yet I've seen you shake with laughter 
As you played with stars at night I 

M. A. O. 

Oh, I know you must be lonely, 
Tall and stately poplar tree, 
Reaching through the mists of evening 
Solitary as can be; 

For you cannot stoop to gossip 
With the brambles at your feet 
And you do not know the language 
That the noisy crows repeat. 

18 

Or teased the moon until it drenched you 
With a flood of silvery light; 

And I've heard you softly humming 
Lullabies of Lombardy 
To a tired little swallow 
Tardy on its way to sea. 

But tonight you must be lonely I 
Though you stand so brave and tall; 
For I feel your great limbs tremble 
And I hear the tear-drops fall. 
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(HRISTIAN EDUCATION 

FOR RURAL LIVING 

ONE of the outstanding char
acteristics of our education 

from the grades up is its complete 
permeation ?y (tthe. out~ook .and 
ideals of latssez-fatce hberal1srn. 
As a result our education has tend
ed everywhere to instil ambition 
for the more comfortable or easy
money city life of pre-depression 
days. Even the rural schools have 
had completely" citified" curricula. 

As against this perverted ideal. 
some Catholics and others are re
verting to the ideal of education 
for rural living. That a rural life, 
as contrasted with the high-pow
ered mechanical life of the modern 
dty, is wore truly Christian isnow 
generally accepted. Hence the im
portance of bringing to the fore 
the implications of any education
al program that aims at this truly 
Catholic ideal. The topic is both 
too new and too vast for adequ~te 
treatment at this time. In the fol
lowing paragraphs I shall merely 
note a number of considerations 
that have come up for discussion 
at the educational institution with 
which I am personally connected. 
St. John's University, conducted 
by the monks of St. John's Ab
bey, has begun under the direction 
of its president, Abbot Alcuin 
peutsch, to give thought to what 
It considers the duty and the future 
service of Catholic education in the 
furtherance of the ideal of Cath
olic rural living. The following 
are some of the points that a pro
gram aiming at this ideal will have 
to take into account. 

A general education for rural 
liVing should not duplicate the 
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specific work now being done at 
our best state agricultural colleges. 
In other words, it should not aim 
to develop expert research special
ists in agriculture, in soil analy
sis, or in the discovery of cures 
and preventives of plant and ani
mal diseases, or again professional 
experimenters in new agricultural 
ways and means. It should not be 
vocational at all· in the technical 
sense in which that word is JIsed 
today. But it would be vocational 
in the wider Christian sensei thllt 
is, it would make of rural living a' 
vocation rather than a mere busi
ness. Rural living would be the 
means of fulfilling the Catholic's 
vocation as a member of Christ, 
and as a cultured gentleman in the 
best meaning of that term. And 
this would be attained through 
the best means and methods of 
rural cultivation. 

A general curriculum aiming at 
that end would' have to empha
size the various aspects of a full 
Christian life, of course not as so 
many separate segments,· but as 
parts of an integral whole. Several 
main aspects come to mind at once. 

1) There is first of all the su
pernatural aspect of Christian life. 
The Christian must become aware 
again of the rich significance of his 
status as a member of the Mystical 
Body 'of Christ, of what active 
and intelligent membership is in 
the way of participation-partici
pation in the public and solemn 
worship of the Church, and parti
cipation outside, in all the fields of 
Catholic action and lay apostle
ship. The supernatural ideals of 
life would include proper under-
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standing of the right relation be
tween the supernatural and the 
natural. the spiritual and the ma
terial. the divine in the supernat
uralized man of grace and the hu
man in him-not only the proper 
harmony between the two mem
bers of each pair, but the essential 
need of each for the other for pro
ducing an integral Christian life. 

2) In the domain of natural 
human knowledge, a firmly 
grounded rational conception of 
life, and of the nature of things, 
is indispensable even for the at,. 
tainment of the above supernatural 
goal. in the abundance desired by 
Christ. Some understanding must 
be had of the' philosophy of indi
vidualism, as of collectivism, and 
of the implications of each in hu
man life and society. Against these 
two must be set forth the philoso
phy of personalism, an under
standing of the true nature of man 
as being both ~ndividual and so~ 

jial. and of the best natural life, 
of the basic social units, etc. This 
would include the whole philoso
phy of cooperation (in the un
technical sense of that term), of 
personal social responsibility , of 
responsible citizenship, etc. In op
position to the ideals of life char
acterizing the era of our civiliza
tion that ended with the year 
1929, there must be a proper ana
lysis and understanding of the ar
tificiality of present-day city life, 
and of the decadence of its bour
geois culture; and likewise of its 
mechanization even of Christian 
religious life. 

3) Finally there is the agricul
tural aspect of rural living. ,The 
evils and the unchristian effects of 
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pure commercial farming and of 
exploitation of the soil, as direct 
rural counterparts of our citified 
bourgeois culture, must be con
vincingly exposed. The family 
farm must be stressed, and the pri
macy of subsistence farming; and 
a general acquaintance must be 
formed with the best existing 
mea:p.s and methods for realizing 
these ideals, and the proper intel
lectual equipment and mentality 
built up for continuing to seek im
provement in these. The ideal to 
be striven for in this regard would 
include the fullest attainment pos
sible of the modern means of bet
ter living that have hitherto been 
too exclusively the property of the 
city dweller. All the new modern 
means of self-help, as well as the 
devices of mutual help among 
members of the same community, 
should be studied-rural electri
fication with all its possibilities, 
agricultural associations, producer 
and consumer cooperatives, credit 
unions, the new agricultural pos-

sibilities that we are only begin
ning to become aware of today, 
etc. Included in this is adequate 
acquaintance with the many 
sources available for agricultural 
information and aid, the federal, 
state, and county centers, plus 
other and private sources of 
knowledge and inspiration. 

In regard to the educational 
procedure for the attainment of the 
above ideals, at least two points 
need stressing, since our education
al outlook is as much in process, 
and in need of revolution, as is our 
general Christian outlook on life. 

1) The above ideals must be 
aimed at, and can only be achieved, 
by something more than so many 
separate formal school courses giv
en in the old way. The very at
mQsphere of the school must be 
alive with these ideals. The whole 
oudook, . the sane balance between 
the natural and the supernatural, 
the social family attitude, must be 
imbibed as much tprol;1gh the gen~ 
eral atmosphere of the ;thool, and 
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the example of the teaching bOdy 
as through any formal courses of 
instruction. Unless that obtains 
the formal instruction will no; 
achieve genuine results. 

2) Again, the educational ac. 
tivity itself is not to be confined 
to formal courses of instruction, to 
the accepted methods of the past, 
in which the teacher quite SPon. 
taneously does a maximum and 
the student a minimum in the ex. 
penditure of effort. Under past 
methods the educational procedure 
is just that, a procedure to which 
the student submits for four years. 
There are then four years of learn. 
ing, after which there is a sudden 

.end to "schooling"; and even the 
learning during those four years is 
at best passive assimilation, and 
at its worst passive, if not active, 
resistance to assimilation. 

A good deal of the educational 
activity should be performed by 
the students themselves in less for· 
mal gatherings (however official 
these are to be), discussion groups, . 

-ON May 22 the men, women, and children of thp 
diocese of La Crosse, in Wisconsin, responding 

to an invitation of their ordinary, the Most Rev. 
A. J. McGavick, D.D., observed a Rural Life Sun
day. On September 1 L the parish at inland West
phalia, in Iowa, will observe a similar Rural Life 
Sunday. Although widely separated by time, space, 
and degree of influence, both events are of deep signi
ncance, and deserve to be noticed by those, at least, 
who have retained a sense of spiritual values. 

into relief the essential difference between the ap
proach which the church makes to the bread and 
butter problems of humanity, and that of secularism .. 
According to the church, things .are chaotic in the 
world because the relationships between individuals, 
classes, and nations have degenerated to the level of 
contests for advantage. They are shot through with a 
selfishness which has its rootage in modern, liberal
istic failure to take practical notice of the meaning 
and purpose of man's existence on earth. With the 
church, therefore, the issue is a moral one, and the 
only program of social reconstruction, whether for 
industry or agriculture, which carries a promise of 
successful accomplishment, is that which seeks to 
harmonize the attitudes of individual heads and 
hearts to the demands of God's laws of justice and 
charity. . 

From a religious point of view, the observance 
of a Rural Life Sunday becomes an occasion for 
·earnest Christians to gain an increase of Grace by the 
formaL prayerful cognizance they take of the prodi
gality with which divine Providence supplies them, 
from the good earth, with the basic necessities of 
human existence. It is important, also, because it gives 
emphasis to the honor and dignity of the agricul
tural occupation, to the economic, social, and spir
itual securities which the agrarian way provides, and 
to the general blessedness of life on the land. 

From a sociological point of view, the observance 
of Rural Life Sunday is significant because it brings 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that efforts of thIS 
kind will find widespread imitation, to the end that 
the Catholic people of America may be the more 
speedily prepared to counteract the dangerous tenden
cies making themselves felt in the fields of political, 
social, and economic reform, and may at last take the 
place of influential leadership to which they are called, 
because the Catholic Church possesses the only reme
dies for sound social reconstruction. 
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seminars, and the like. This point 
dy is but part and parcel of our wider 
of educational problem today. Unless 
IlS, education again resumes its noble 
lot task of "drawing out" the student, 

instead of suppressing and dulling 
Ie- his thirst for knowledge, we are 
ed not even beginning to get out of 
to our present bad way. 

st, The above remarks can be ap
~ plied on both the present college 

level and the high school, in propx-
1St er degree, of course. But the prob-

I 
lem of education for rural living is re 

eh not confined any longer to these 
rs. 1,' formal and hitherto almost exclu
n-I!. sive arenas of educational effore 
en Something more is required today, 
he something that answers to the 
is I· needs and desires of the present 

Ild students in their after-school life. 
Ie, In fact the students themselves will 

I
' demand this, if our new eff.orts are 

lal at all successful. 

by There is no longer any doubt 
~~i I that adult education in one form 
)S I or another is with us to stay. Un-

, } less present colleges and high 
II schools prepare to do their duty in 

this regard, they will wake up 
some fine morning to find them--I' selves pushed considerably in the 
background-which might, in 

p_ fact, be a fitting punishment for 
Id them for the way in which they 
n. t have been using their opportunity 
be' to guide the trend of our civiliza
Is, I tion and culture. Other countries, 
)fa' notably Denmark with its folk-

« schools, are spa wing the way. If I.' We can deVelop a more wide-awake 
19 \ rural citizenry, it will be demand
le I ing something in the way of such 
le I folkschools, some kinds of short 
)r g Winter courses that wiJ1, however, 
)f t be integrally cultural, after the 
·.0' pattern described above, rather 
d i than narrowly technical. 
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Students of matters agricultural-of rural economics-of 
rural sociology-o~ rural Christian education-,of rura' 
Church progress/ will appreciate the rich content of each 
issue of the Catholic Rural life Bulletin. Devoted pri
marily to the development of the works of religion in the 
rural areas of America/ the material offered in the Bulletin 
is adjusted to the requirements of actual and potential lea
ders in rural enterprises. All Conference members of 
record are supplied regularly with each issue of the 
Bulletin/ as well as with other Conference literature, 
including a wide selection of papers which relate to 
Conference objectives. 

Apply for Conference membership today and avail your
self of this vital material for the program of rural social 
reconstruction. 

Membership Classes include: Individual/ $2; School 
(Grade or High) <$2; I"!stitutional/ $5; Sustaining/ $10-, 

An arrangement of this kind 
will help to facilitate, and to con
tinue through life, so to say, the 
trek of the people to the school. 
But, again, something more is 
needed, for today the school must 
also go out to the people. Here, 
too, the. beginnings have already 
been made. Extension courses of 
all kinds, facilities for study and 
discussion groups gathered around 
a family or neighborhood hearth, 
are a service that "~ducation" 
must render increasingly to the 
people, once they are awake to the 
latent possibilities of popular ac
tion and self-improvement. The 
splendid work of the Extension 
Department of St. Francis Xavi
er's at Antigonish, N. S., among 
others, has shown the way here. 
It has also shown the possibilities 
of greatly furthering such work 
by special summer courses for 10-

'-J 

cal directors of such study activi
ties. In the same movement an
other forward step in popular edu
cation is being inaugurated by 
means of a detailed system of re
gional travelling libraries. 

* 
To what I have written I was 

tempted to add the colloquial re
duplicative: "And so on, and so 
forth." There are many centers, 
among Catholics as well as among 
others, where the topic of a re
juvenated program of rural living 
is being discussed. The above par
agraphs are therefore no complete 
survey of basic ideals. They are 
merely some fundamentals as they 
have come up for discussion in at 
least one educational center, where 
some very modest initial steps will 
be taking concrete form in the near 
future. 
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RURAL ORCHESTRAS 

THERE is general agreement 
among those who are convers

ant with matters rural that the 
"economy of loneliness has driven 
more country boys to the city than 
the economy of hunger." Since the 
number of girls in the city-ward 
trend far exceeds the number of 
boys, this st'atement may be ap
plied with equal truth to both sex
es. Hence in any agrarian move
ment, within or without the 
church, success will not be forth
coming until country life is made 
more attractive to the young. 

Nothing can con'tribute so 
much joy to life as cultural pui
~uits, the greatest of which is mu- .. 
sic. Before any doubting Thomas 
can object that rural music is im
possible under present circum
~tances, let Duplin tell you its. 
achievement in the way of a rural 
orchestra. 

Dublin is an Ontario village of 
some two hundred families. It 
bears scant resemblance to its fa
mous namesake in green Ireland, 
except that its people are mainly 
of Irish descent. It boasts electri
city in the village and along the 
main highway, a creamery, a can
ning factory, a railroad station, a 
bank, and several general stores. 

Dublin has a small public 
school, and a much larger Catho
lic grade school attended by stu
dents from neighboring parishes as 
well as from its own hinterland. 
Although Separate (Catholic) 
schools in Ontario enjoy a share 
in governmental taxes to the end 
of grade ten, the remainder of 
high school work in a Catholic 
school must be managed on a shoe
string, which has its difficulties as 
the Sisters in charge will testify. 

To compensate for the many 
disadvantages in library equipment 

and indoor athletics due to lack of 
funds, a free school orchestra W<;lS 

inaugurated in the fall of 1937. 
Anyone who could beg or borrow 
an instrument was invited to at .. 
tend. Free class lessons were of-: 
fered until students had learned t~ 
read from the staff, but from its 
beginning all those interested urt-: 
derstood that only members who 
could make rapid progress coulq 
hope to keep pace without private' 
lessons. Anyone, of any age, of 
any creed, who was proficient i,b. 
stringed or wind instruments was 
urged, to join. 

In a short time a motley coi
lection of whole and broken in-, 
struments, some quite, valuable in 
their day, emerged ftorl attics and 
store-rooms where they had been 
gathering dllst. Shiny new ones, 
made their appearance too, gifts 
of interested uncles and aunts who 
were prospering in the city, or of 
relatives among the clergy who 
sacrificed a part of their meager 
incomes to buy a music-maker for 
a child who loved music. A near
by school contributed an unused 
drum. 

When all the instruments worth 
repairing were whole again the as
sets were investigated. They con
sisted of a dozen violins but only 
three really fluent violinists. a bass 
fiddle, a trombone. several guitars 
(Spanish), a drum with its at-
tendants of the rhythm family, an 
ocarino, a toy set of bells which 
were accurately tuned, and a small 
but expert accompanist of twelve 
summers. The whole was much 
less dignified than a real orchestra, 
but much more ambitious than a 
toy symphony. 

The goal was a well-balanced 
orchestra in the shortest possible 
time, and all concerned were de-

termined that neither difficulties 
lack of funds, nor the prospect ' 
hard work would dampen their 
ardor. 

When the weather became too 
cold for outdoor sports, practis 
began in the school during th: 
noon hour. Older boys Who had 
left school to find work discovered 
that they could manage to get time 
off to attend. The class lessons fol. 
lowed the methods popularized by 
Walter Rennie, M.A., a member 
of the Ontario Department of 
Education, who has done so mUch 
to promote interest in music 
throughout the province. Gaps in 
instrumentation were supplied by 
a reed organ playing the part of 

. any essential instrument that was 
missing-another suggestion of 
Mr. Rennie's. The result? When 
the Christmas season brought 
around the usual Christmas play, 
an orchestra of twenty-two mem
bers, complete with music stands 
and orchestra books, opened 
program with Pastalozza's Ciribi
rimim and the Strauss Blue 
nube W iltzes. They played the 
Ascher arrangements, and while 
the younger members' scores were 
very simple, their position, pitch. 
and rhythm were excellent. 

Santa Claus was bombarded 
with demands for instruments 
of all kinds that year. Orches
tra members listened eagerly to 
radio broadcasts of school orches
tras throughout the United States 
and Canada. 

Meanwhile the noon hour, for
merly a difficult school period 
during the winter months, became 
increasingly popular. On days 
when there was no practise, the 
boys developed the habit of tak
ing their instruments into a va
cant classroom and holding a 
"sing-song." The drummer al
ways took his drum home on Fri
day night; over the week-end 
two relatives brought in their vio
lins, his sister played the piano 
scores, and they "held a practise." 
Soon a diminutive neighborhOOd 
.orchestra consisting of piano. vio
lins and varying, visiting insteU-
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ments performed at the Carlin 
home on Sunday evenings after 
the devotions in church, A few 
who found that they could not 
keep pace with the village orches~ 
tra left with genuine regret. 

Perhaps, after a few years, the 
Dublin orchestra will have lapsed 
into oblivion; perhaps it will have 
developed into something really 
worth while. But the moral is 
this: what Dublin has begun any 
country village can accomplish. 

The two-year~old orchestra: is 
adding new instruments, and 
hopes soon to meet all the require~ 
ments demanded for entry into the 
yearly music festivals. The mem~ 
bers are learning easy arrangements 
of well-known classical composi~ 
tions, and enjoying it. The child~ 
pianist is a small genius who prob~ 
ably owes the discovery of her gift 
of accompanying to the orchestra. 
There is· a revival of interest in 
music in the home,. whether it 
takes the form of actual perform~ 
ing or of radio broadcasts of com-

I E 

Dear Father Byrnes:· 

positions which the orchestra 
members are studying. It solves 
the problem of entertainment for 
young people during long winter 
evenings; it has made the noon 
hour a pleasant period in a school 
where there are inadequate facili~ 
ties for indoor relaxation. 

There is no need to mention the 
benefits which w'ill result from 
skill in following direction and a 
training in musical appreciation 
when applied to church music. As 
the years go on, we hope to point 
to music students who discover 
their God-given talents for mak~ 
ing melody and develop them be
cause of the Dublin orchestra. 
Meanwhile everyone votes it good 
fun-and the Department of Ed~ 
ucation has helped out with a 
small but useful money grant. 

Any village may go and do like~ 
. wise. The 4-H dubs have much 
more spectacular results to show 
for their activities. All you need 
is a· pound of enthusiasm and an 
optimism that no critic can daun't. , 

June 4, 1938. 

It isa great source of satisfaction to me to see, in the 
publication of the Catholic Rural Life Bulletin, an evidence of 
the renewed vigor of the Catholic Rural Life movement in 
America. It was in 1922 that St. Isidore's Plow first cultivated 
the field. The Catholic Rural Life Bulletin now provides a suit
~ble organ of expression for the thought of the happily increas~ 
mg. numbers who see the importance of achieving "economic, 
social, and spiritual security for rural America." . 

There can be no economic, social, or spiritual' security in 
An:enca as a nation, until a Christian peace reigns among that 
ba.slc ~ection of our population which supplies America not only 
With Its food and fibre, but with its vital human bloodstream. 

"These things preach and exhort." 

B 
0ay the interested subscribers of the. Catholic Rural Life 

Ulletzn be numbered by the thousands, both in city and in 
COuntry! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

,+ Edwin V. O'Hara, 

Bishop of Great Falls. 
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THE "MIDDLE WAY" 
IN BELGIUM 

(Continued from page 6) 

plies recreation halls, lectures. 
films, picnics, dances. Members' 
wives have their local women's 
groups; their sons have their youth 
sections, with their organized 
games, frequent hikes and pilgrim~ 
ages to nearby famous shrines; 
their daughters have their own di
visions and appropriate diversions, 

'Every few months the local 
groups meet others in regional and 
inter-regional congresses and 
smaller meetings. Indeed, the se~ 
cret of the Boerenbond's success 
lies not only, in the zeal of the 
priest and lay directors, but in the 
careful planning of· its organiza~ 
tion. Each parish is a unit, with 
various subdivisions to take care of 
the respecti~ needs-coOjperalive 
purchase· or sale, banking, insur'
ance, education, recreation and the 
rest. Each of these subdivisions, in 

jurn, is part of a central and co~ 
ordinating division at the Louvain 
headquarters. The many regional 
meetings, and ~ the frequent local 
visits by ex:pet:ts al1;d inspectors 
from headquarters, give the direc~ 
tors a complete insight into the 
needs of the members locally, and 
as a whole; they provide also the 
unity of aim which is essential for 
the business success of any large 
undertaking. 

In spiritual matters, all the ad~ 
vantages of a corporate religious 
society are provided, such as re
treats for members, their wives 
and families, monthly sermons, 
masses for the souls of dead mem ~ 
bers, pilgrimages and the like. 

At headquarters, economists and 
technical experts watch the posi
tion of Belgian agriculture at home 
and in the world markets, and. 
protect the farmers' political inter~ 
ests in the legislative assemblies of 
the state. 

More than this, the Boerenbond 
has been instrumental in changing 
the type of produce grown by the 
Belgian farmer. Grain production 
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was seen to oe· unproductive of 
profits; so the leaders looked 
around for more profitable cul
tures, and urged its members to 
specialize in egg production, in the 
raising of horses, in the extension 
of fruit· orchards, and particularly 
in horticultural produce. This 'lat
ter was encouraged as being parti
cularly suited to the Belgian 
farmer, first, because of the dense 
population at home, and the con
suming needs' of countries near at 
hand; and secondly, because of the 
labor .situation and the excessive 
subdivision of the land. While 
there is a scarcity of hired labor. in 
Belgium, family help iscompara
tively plentifuL and the extensive 
.use of machinery cannot be 
employed on the small plots 
of land. Belgium is, therefore, 
particularly adapted to the cul
tivation of market-g'arden prod
uce, since mdch labor is in
volvedin this type of agriculture, 
and large-scale methods and the 
use of machinery is impracticable. 
The promotion of hot-house 
growing of cherries, grapes and 
peaches, and the production of 
early crops of good quality cauli
flower, asparagus, witloof, and 
earl y potatoes, is directly attrib
ut;;tble to the Boerenbond. Belgian' 
agriculturists have wisely seen the 
advantages to be obtained from 
specialization of this nature. They 
now compete very successfully 
with farmers in other lands, and 
frequent! y far surpass their foreign 
competitors in produce of this 
kind. Yet the soil of the regions 
where these cultures have been de
veloped is not that of the richer 
central plains, but the poor quality 

soil of the Campine; and the cli
mate is so cold that whole acres 
are under glass. The scientific use 
of heating and chemical fertilizers 
is, of course, the secret of this real 
achievement. 

So prosperous did members of 
the Boerenbond become in post
war days, that the deposits in the 
central credit bank far exceeded 
the demand for loans. Deposits 
were greatly increased by the fact 
that undistributed profits of the 
purchase and sale division, and of 
the insurance and other profitable 
enterprises, were placed for invest
ment with the central bank, which 
was, indeed, the largest sharehold
er in these varied business inter
ests. The Boerenbond had to turn 
to profitable investment of its 
funds, and when the government 
ceased to issue short-term treasury 
notes in 1926, the bank increased 
its holdings o( commercial securi
ties on the stock exchange, and 
stock participat~on$, in various 
commercial and in'Cl~rial under
takings, It also acquired control of 
certain commercial banking enter
prises, including a majority inter
est in the third largest. bank in 
Bel_gium in the early thirties (the 
Algemeene Bankvereeniging). 
. The history of the Boerenbond 
would be one of unalloyed success 
were it not for the fact that the 
'Algemeene Bankvereeniging failed 
in 1934, owing to the industrial 
depression in Belgium, to currency 
troubles, (Belgium was one of the 
few countries to maintain the gold 
standard until 1934, so goods 
could be brought to the Belgian 
market from abroad more cheaply 
than they could be produced at 

home) , and to the fact that proh'. 
bitive tariffs were placed on agr~. ' 
cultural imports by Belgium's be~ 
customers-' -England, France, and . 
German y-as well as by othe 
countries. With the failure of th~ 
bank, the credit bank of the Boe. 
renbond failed too. Aided by the 
government, it has now been re. 
organized, and such is the confi. 
dence of the Boerenbond members 
in the present organization that 
deposits once more amount to 

/ nearl y two thousand million 
francs. Yet the losses of money 
which ought, under cooperative 
principles, to have been distributed 
to memhers of the credit banks, or 
of the insurance or purchase and 
sale sections, can never, of course, 
be recovered. 

Cooperatives over here may 
learn a lesson from the Boeten· 
bond, that money made by farm, 
ing pursuits, if needed for financial 
stability and future growth, 
should be invested in farm devel· 
opments, and not used for the ben· 
efit of the basically less stable en· 
terprises of industry and com· 

~ merce. Yet the temptation to in· 
... vest in. the lucrative businesses of 

industry and trade must have been 
very great in the late twenties. 
Neither ought we to allow the one 
blot on the Boerenbond's escut· 
cheon to hide the very enviable 
achievement of the Beligan Catho, . 
lies in solving their almost hope· 
less economic problems of the last 
century, as well as in promoting a 
true Catholic rural culture where· 
by the needs of the whole man, . 
spirituaL intellectual, sociaL as 
well as material, are so admirably 
cared for. 

IS' J 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH MUST COME TO KNOW RURAL AMERICA - RURAL ~~~ 

AMERICA MUST COME TO KNOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH-THE NATIONAL !~~ 

CA THOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE STRIVES TO A TT AIN THESE PURPOSES - an< 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, TAKE CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP-SUBSCRIBE FOR THE 

·BULLETIN - MAKE A BENEFACTION - GIVE US PLACE IN YOUR PRAYERS 
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CULTURE IN THE 

STRIAL EN(Y(LI(ALS 

,. IIUUe4 

N ovarum and Quadra~ 
Anno are the great in~ 

encyclicals; they deal with 
DIUU1<Oll1~ of capitalistic indus~ 

than with those of agri~ 
Yet many, if not all of the 

there laid down by the 
have at least an indirect ap~ 

nIicat1Cln to modern farming; and 
a cateful reading of the encyclicals 
reveals a surprising number even 
of direct and express pronounce~ 
ments on rural problems. 

It 'is the purpose of this paper 
to indicate some of these "direct 
and express prono.uncements on 
rural problems" in Rerum N ova~ 
rum and Quadragesimo Anno. 

The first part of Rerum N ova
rum is devoted to proving that 
ownership or private property is 
a natural right. Leo. XIII adduces 
various arguments for this; but 
to the present writer's mind, the 
most cogent of them all is the ar~ 
gument he draws ftom what may 
be called "rural considerations." 

We may venture to paraphrase 
the argument which is to be found 
on page 5 of the "America" edi~ 
tion of Rerum Novarum as fol~ 
lows: 

By cultivating the soil, men put 
the impress of their own person~ 
ality Upon it, and make it, so to 
~peak, a part of themselves. But it 
IS natural for men to possess as 
their own that which is part of 
themselves. Therefo.re it is natural 
for men to possess as their own 
the soil which they have cultivated 
and made part of themselves. 

Of course, the word "soil" here 
is to be taken in a wide sense as, 
meaning also any kind of r·aw ma~ 

terials on which a man can expend 
what Leo XIII calls "the activity 
o.f his mind and the strength of 
his body"; and it is no doubt true 
that any wQrkingman puts his 
own personality into the materials 
on which he works. But the fact 
is that the argument in its literal 
and immediate sense is agricultural. 

At this point in Rerum N ova~ 
rum Leo XIII takes occasion to 
notice the theory of Henry George, 
that all land or immovable prop~ 
erty should be common propel'ty 
-a theo.ry which was much dis~ 
cussed about the year 1891, wherr 
Rerum Novarum appeared, and 
which is of course mainly agricul~ 
tural. He dismisses it with brief 
finality by saying on page 6 that 
those who propound this theory 
"do not perceive that they are de~ 
frauding man of what his own 
labo.r has produced." 

And the reason why there is 
"fraud here is because labor ex~ 
pended on the land becomes "in~ 
distinguishaljle" from the land, 
and: 

"Is it just that the fruit of a 
man's own sweat and labor should 
be possessed and enjoyed by any~ 
one else?" 

Another explicit reference to 
agricultural matters comes towards 
the end of the encyclical on page 
27, when the Pope is speaking of 
making ownership more wide~ 
spread than it was in 1891 and is 
at present. 

"The law," he says, "should 
favor ownership, and its policy 
should be to provide opportuni~ 
ties for as many people as possible 
to become owners." 

THE CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE BULLETIN AUGUST 1938 

He then gives three "excellent 
results" which win follow from 
this. The first is that "the gulf 
between vast wealth and sheer 
poverty wiIl be bridged over. 

But it is the second and the 
third which really enter the rural 
field. 

"A further consequence that 
wiIl result is greater abundance o.f 
the fruits of the earth. Men always 
work harder and more readily 
when they work on that which be
longs to them; nay, they learn to 
love the very soil that yields in 
response to the labor of their 
hands, not only food to eat, but 
an abundance of good things for 
themselves and for those that are 
dear to them. That such a spirit 
of willing labor would add to the 
produce of the earth and to the 
wealth o.f the community is self~ 
evident." 

Here it is true-as it was above 
-that the argument might be ap~ 

,plied to any man working on 
, \,bings that belonged to him; but 

c:Be Pope, even in this industrial 
encyClical, appeals specifically to 
the case of faqners working the 
land. And those interested in the 
problem of farm tenantry may 
find in these words of Leo XIII 
specific papal encouragement for 
their efforts to bring the farms. 
back to the farmers. 

And a third advantage- (the 
Pope continues)-would spring 
from this: men would cling to the 
country in which they were born; 
for no one would exchange his 
country for a foreign land if his 
own afforded him the means of 
living a decent and happy life. 

The agricultural implications of 
this statement are sufficiently 
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plain; and while the problem of 
emigration may not be acute in 
the United States as far as the loss 
of her citizens to other nations is 
concerned, there is the very defi
nite problem of emigration from 
the farm to the city within the 
United States. And the statement 
of Leo XIII that ownership binds 
a man to his native country can 
very well bear the further appli
cation: ownership of a farm keeps 
the farmer out of the city. 

In Quadragesimo Anno, the ref
erences to farm conditions, activi
ties and problems, are still more 
numerous and striking than in 
Rerum Novarum. 

For instance, on page 9 Pius XI 
has a word of praise' for farm co
operatives; and on page 13 he 
praises the farmers' unions, such 
as the Belgian Boerenbond, which 
have sprung up within the last 
few decades. 

On page 21, under the heading, 
"Uplifting of the Proletariat," 
occurs the following striking sen
tence: 

"Moreover, there is the immense 
army of hired rural laborers, 
w-hose condition is depressed in the 
extreme, and who have no hope of 
ever obtaining 'a share in the 
la.nd'." 

The striking thing about this 
statement is that it clearly refers to 
what we call "share-croppers" in 
the United States, and that it was 
made in the year 1931-several 
years before the general public, at 
least in this country, knew any
thing whatever about the exist
ence of the share-cropper. 

On page 23 of Quadragesimo 
Anno, while demanding a family 
wage for heads of families, and 
condemning child and woman la
bor as an intolerable abuse, Pius 
XI still grants that besides the fa
ther, "the rest of the family con
tribute according to their power 
to the common maintenance, as in 
the rural home . ... " 
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Speaking further about the 
question of wages, Pius XI de
clares that one of the considera
tions which must help determine 
the size of wages is that of the 
common good; and that the com
mon good is dependent, among 
other things, upon "a reasonable 
relationship between the prices ob
tained for the products of the va
rious economic groups, agrarian, 
industrial, etc." 

On page 27-28 of Quadragesi
mo Anno, Pius XI gives his great 
doctrine on vocational groups or 
the '~orders." While he does not 
mention agriculture by name,. he 
clearly indicates that the farmers 
are to have their own "autono
mous" group among the various 
"orders"; and on page 28, makes 
evident reference to farm coopera
tives among other kinds of unions 
when he says that within the or
ders, "those who are engaged in 
the same trade or profession will 
form free assocl~t1ons among 
themselves, for purpose~onnected 
with the exercise of thelr trade or 

, profession." 

Furthermore, he seems to have 
in mind the existing farm coopera
tives, among other things, when 
he indicates the steps to be taken 
for the establishment of the "or
ders" : 

"Let those free associations 
which already flourish and produce 
salutary fruits make it the goal of 
their endeavors, in accordance with 
Christian social doctrine, to pre
pare the way and to do their part 
towards the realization of that 
ideal type of group or order which 
We have mentioned above." 

Finally, on page 32 of Quadra
gesimo Anno, Pius XI, in speaking 
of the changes which have taken 
place in the capitalistic system 
since the time of Leo XIII, declares 
that while the capitalistic system 
has spread all over the world, still 
"there is another economic sys
tem which still embraces a very 

large and influential group of 111en, 
There are, for instance, the agri. 
cultural classes, who form the 
larger portion of tpe human fam. 
ily, and find in their occUpation 
the means of obtaining honestly 
and justly what is needful for their 
maintenance. This system, too 
has its difficulties and problems, of 
which Our Predecessor sPoke 
repeatedly in his encyclical, and to 
which We Ourselves have 1110re 
than once referred in the present 
Letter." 

In the United States, it is true 
the urban population outnumber; 
the rural by about four to one; 
and the capitalistic system has af. 
fected farming in the United States 
more than perhaps any other 
country on the globe. What Pius 
XI says is especially true of the 
American farmer: 

"The 'capitalistic' economic reo 
gime . . . has penetrated every
where ... it has invaded and per
vaded the economic and social 
sphere even of those who live out
side its ambit, influencing them, 
a~d as it were, intimately affecting 
them by its advantages, inconveni
ences, and vices." 

These are the express pro
nouncements on rural problems to 
be found in the "industrial" encyc
licals. There are other general 
statements, of course, which apply 
to farming as well as to industry. 
But it can be seen that eventhough 
we have as yet no special encyclical 
on agriculture, we have papal doc
trine that covers its main moral 
problems. 
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minimum grant of $1,000, 
him to settle on Crown 

$820 of which is paid in 
annual installments the first 

and, if necessary, $100 
thl!,;tnU'U year, and $80 the fourth 

year. 
Liberal grants are given the new 

settler for clearing and first plow ~ 
ing, 'as also for erecting h~s ba~ns 
and chicken coops and plggenes, 
for work on his roads, bridges and 
culverts, and for transporting his 
family to the new settlement. Pro~ 
vision is made for meeting the new 
group and settling them on their 
lot. Other grants are made for the 
building of a, church and pastor's 
residence, and, through the coop
eration of the bishops, a pastor is 
appointed in all new parishes thus 
opened, and his living is provided 
for until the new community can 
support him themselves. Bounties 
are allowed for all timber, cord
wood, pulpwood and kindling 
taken out of the new settlements, 
and when the settler has cleared 
thirty acres he is given an interim 
title to the lot, which is made per~ 
manent only later, and upon the 
fulfilment of certain other condi~ 
tions of settlement. To tide the 
new settler over until the time of 
his first harvest, other money 
allowances are provided as special 
grants, grants for first gardens (i. 
e., for the first three years) and 
for such special enterprises as ma
ple sugar making. Lumbering and 
sugar making require no previous 
and prohibitive outlay of capital; 
grain and garden seeds are supplied 
to the new settler by the govern
ment (from its experimental, 
farms), and grants are allowed for 
the erection of lumber and flour 
mills. Loans on easy terms are 
available for the purchase of trac~ 
tors; and threshing machines, 
which remain thi! property of the 
~epartment, are placed in conve~ 
nlent locations at the disposal of 
the new settlers. To assist in the 
stacking of the new farm, substan~ 
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tial grants are given towards the 
purchase of the first horse or ox, 
the first and second milch cows, 
and the first hogs; also for the first 
plough, the first pair of cart 
wheels, the first harrow, and the 
first sleigh. Settlers who are 
already married, and settlers with 
large families are given additional 
bonuses over and above the regular 
and special grants. Special prizes 
are offered, too, for landscape 
beautification, and to the wives of 
settlers for first, second and third 
year gardens. 

One of the qualifications of the 
settler's wife is that she be able to 
sew and knit, spin, weave, make 
bread, raise poultry, and in general 
be a good housewife. These arts 
are taught in many of the rural 
schools of the province. A number 
of junior agricultural schools have 
recently been established in differ': 
ent districts of the, province. Here 
is a part of the curriculum of one 
such school that the writer visited 
a few weeks ago: religious instluc
tion, sociology, mathematics, ru-' 
ral economy, chemistry, botany, 
soils, fruit and vegetable culture, 
animal husbandry, dairyi~g, bee 
keeping, rural construction, farm 
mechanics, wood work, iron work, 
leather work, book keeping, and 
general farm practice. 

For the administration of this 
program of land settlement the 
province is divided into nine dis
tricts, under the supervision of ex
pert inspector-agronomists. Their 
services and direction are at the 
disposal of the new settler and his 
family, for the asking. 

In return for the assistance giv
en the new settler, he must under
take to follow the instructions of 
the inspectors and comply with all 
the regulations of the government, 
purchase his own materials, and 
build his own dwelling in accord
ance with the plans and specifica
tions of the Department, and pay 
for his lot in five annual payments 
at the rate of thirty cents an acre. 
This, of course, is merely a nomi
nal payment, and is withheld by 
the Department from the clearing 
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and plowing grants; hence no cap
ital is required of the settler. The 
setting of a purchase price, how,:, 
ever, even though small, lessens 
the tendency of the people to lose 
their morale because they are the 
recipients of state patronage, or to 
acquiesce complacently in a system 
of state socialism. 

The approval of the bishops of 
the province to this program of 
colonization is conveyed 'in these 
words of their Joint Pastoral on 
the Rural Problem: 

"Our colonization SOCleties are 
directed by their respective officers, 
but not without the help and ad
vice of our priests." 

And an indiaation of the assist
ance and support' of the bishops 
and clergy to the economic and so
cial side of the problem 'of rural 
reconstruction is given in this fur
ther quotation: 

" Just as We have priests in our 
. colleges devoted to the study of 
'tq,e physical and natural sciences, 

, ;p e have thought it well, imitating 
in this matter the bishops of Eu
rope, to assign Pliests to the study 
and teaching of agricultural sci
ence. In, this order of things their 
authority rests upon their personal 
knowledge only, but We do not 
want them to be denied the use of 
whatever knowledge they may 
possess solely on the grounds that 
their ultimate vocation is that of 
leading souls to heaven" (Par. 
76) . 

A word in closing as to the re
sults of Quebec's land settlement 
program. Stated numerically these 
results might be succinctly present
ed as upwards of one hundred 
thousand souls placed back upon 
the land over an eight-year period, 
and some 10,148 farmers' sons 
settled on the land over the last 
five years; as well as assistance giv
en to upwards of 1,400 farmers 
to settle on free lands. But this 
gives no estimate of the social and 
economical values of the work ac
complished. These must be left to 
the reader to calculate himself. 
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RURALIZING RURAL 
EDUCATION 

(Continued from page 9) 

be regretted," Father Ostdiek con
tinues. "In the first place no one 
is adequately prepared to teach 
in the Catholic schools of America 
unless she has a full understanding 
of our complete national life, rural 
as well as urban, agricultural as 
well as industrial. Moreover, the 
young women who join the Sister
hoods, even those from rural par
ishes, are apt to disparage rural 
life and education because the 
country school receives no con
sideration in their course of train
ing. We need not be surprised to 
find that teachers with this type 
of preparation, even though they 
themselves be sprung from the soil, 
are no longer content to put up 
with the inconveniences of rural 
school teaching and ~re no longer 
willing to bear with the simplicity 
of the rural children." 

Because of these shortcomings 
in rural teacher training, weaknes
ses in teaching are inevitable. It 
is said of rural teachers that: 

1. They are not acquainted 
with the fundamental issues and 
problems of contemporary . rural 
life, nor do they know where they 
may learn about those problems. 

2. The have disparaged rural 
life and glorified city life. 

3. They have assumed that 
the children they teach are destined 
for the city', and have shaped their 
teaching accordingly. 

4. They have failed to adapt 
their city-made courses to the needs 
of the country child. 

5. They have failed to attain 
standards of. teaching efficiency 
comparable to those achieved by 
urban teachers. 

6. They have been content 
with lower educational standards 
for rural children than for urban . 
children. 

7. They have identified voca
tional success with financial suc
cess, and have neglected to point 
out to their pupils that rural life 
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offers compensations which cannot 
be measured in dollars and cents. 

8. They have not been pre
pared or disposed to assume leader
ship in movements designed to 
ameliorate the economic and cul
turallife of agricultural communi
ties. 

9. They have dimmed the en
thusiasm of rural children for 
farming as a possible occupation. 

10. They have regarded rural 
teaching assignments as being in
ferior in dignity and opportunity 
to those in the city. 

11. To summarize: they have 
thought of the rural school from 
the viewpoint of a glorified urban 
life, and have shaped their educa
tional procedures to that end. 

These are strong statements. 
But they should not disturb one 
too much. In the first place, 
t~achers always have been and 
always will be criticized. Then, 
too, it is the teacher-training in
stitutions th'at are, r::Jst at fault. 

Therefore, we who are interest
ed in ruralizing rural education 
have some problems before us. 
Rural education has a strong urban 
tone; it needs ruralization; it 
needs to be given a really rural 
tone, even for those who will not 
remain on the land, but who want 
a complete picture of our national, 
social and economic life. Basic in 
this ruralization process are certain 
knowledge and skills which con
tribute to better farming. But 
more important still are certain 
fundamental outcomes, such as at
titudes, ideals, insights, and appre
ciations regarding rural life. Most 
of our teachers in rural schools do 
not themselves have training in 
the fundamental outlooks which 
we should like to have developed 
in our youth. Teachers cannot 
give what they do not have. There
fore, immediate ruralization of 
education along fundamental lines 
is out of the question. 

What can we do now? We can 
first of all realize that we have 
problems to solve. We can try to 

grasp the true significance of rUral 
life and of rural education. Those 
of us in teacher-training institu. 
tions can do all in our POWer to 
offer prospective and actual rUral 
teachers the basic training that they 
need. Rural teachers and others 
interested in rural life can avail 
themselves of every possible 0ppor. 
tunity, in formal courses and in 
their professional reading, to ex. 
pand their perspective regarding 
rural life and rural education. And 
all finally can experiment in a 
modest way with the suggestions 
for ruralization that are made 
from time to time. 

Tremendous strides are being 
made in public rural education. 
Katherine Cook of the National 
Office of Education reports trends 
toward consolidation, toward bet. 
ter sources of revenue, toward 
higher qualifications of teachers, 
toward better facilities for teacher 
training, toward better curricula, 
toward better facilities for excep· 
tional children, etc. 

At a recent session of the Wis
consin legislature, more was done 
for rural education than was ac-

9 complished during the previous 
fifty years. Rural teachers in Wis
consin public schools soon must 
have a minimum of two years' 
training beyond high school. They 
now have a minimum salary law, 
they have tenure, and other advan
tages. Those changes should be a 
challenge to Catholic rural educa
tors. 

We may not have the economic 
resources for comparable material 
gains. But we do have potential 
intellectual resources for less tang
ible but more important gains. We 
do have it within our power to 
give Catholic rural education J 

rural tone; and thus make it serve 
not only the future farmers better, 
but all youth who are helped to 
see rural life in its true significance. 
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LITERATURE 
ARM FOR A HOBBY 
MAKE IT PAY 

Tetlow. William Morrow 
:'r!mrn7JllnY, New York. 1938. 200 

preface to this book places 
the side of the gods, for it 

rey~als thats~nsi~ive social con~ 
sciplIsness WhlChlS the soul of all 
true agrarianism. The farmer~ 
philosopher, who seeks from the 
land not only a living but a way 

eing of life, knows that, he cannot for~ 
ion. get the .neighbors. This in:port~nt 
~)Ual distinctlOn should be kept m mmd 
mds if the facts and figures in the book 
bet· are not to become what the au~ 
rard thor would call a delusion and a 
lers, snare. For the book is a factual 
cher case history which records a Phil~ 
ula, adelphia businessman' s part~time, 
cep. farming~for~use experiences. Mr. 

Tetlow and his family moved to 
vis· a small farm twenty miles from 

the city in 1921. Not until 1932 
did they essay production, but 
they have, since then, succeeded 

fis· amazingly well in making a liv~ 
lust ing, and also in that other immeas~ 
ars' urable good, making a life. So ac~ 
':ley curately are food costs computed 
tW, that one might fear that every din~ 
an· ner hour was overshadowed with 
e a the reflection: "Another nickel 
ca· gone!" Quite the contrary seems to ' 

have been true. The rule that home 
nic needs were always considered be~ 
ial fore sale seems never to have been 
ial broken. Few rural life advocates 
19· could dream that their hopes 
'rIe would be realized in such a thor~ 
to oughgoing and practical fashion. 

" Many will keep Mr. Tetlow's 
ve J book at hand for all occasions 
1r'I' when farm conversation turns to, 
to l "That's all very well, but ... " 
Ie. I It has taken care of more objec~ 

N 

I tions to rural economics than any 
1 available study, and done so 

charmingly. A possible social 
omission is the failure to mention 
how the family recovered from 
Wondering, "What will people 
think?" Perhaps the answer to 

this problem is implicit in the hu~ 
morous, literary composition 
which sweeps away mountains of 
discomfort and human respect and 
hard work without a pang. Even 
figures take on a spiritual quality 
when they treat of living, grow~ 
ing things. Lest anyone be de~ 
terred from reading the book by 
the fear of arithmetic, it should 
be noted that no one who can 
write like Mr. ~ Tetlow lives by 
numbers alone. The chapters on 
cows and pigs read like biblioma~ 
nia or philately, but there is "ever 
the quiet elation that comes only 
from creative work" (p. 47). The 
devotion to the "life beyond life," 
(p. xii) which is so essential to 
every rural venture, and makes this 
book a precious contribution. 

. S. H. A. 

• 
FARM POLICIES UNDER < 

THE NEW DEAL 

Thirty-page pamphlet published by 
the Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 
New York. Price, 10 cents. 

This booklet is based in some 
measure on the volume, Three 
Years of the Agricultural Adjust
ment Administration, published 
by the Brookings Institution, 
Washington, D. C. While it 
defends the AAA emergency pro
gram, it sees some dangers in an 
ever-normal granary and crop re
striction in normal times. 

It is suggested in the pamphlet 
that "a distinction be made be
tween programs for soil conserva
tion, programs for relief of under
privileged rural classes, and pro
grams for agricultural adjust
ment," and that within this set
up, the AAA program consist in 
"the organization and operation 
of the nation's commercial agricul
ture to produce a most economic 
supply of farm products." The 
"most economic" is the big idea .. 
The human crop is not considered.' 

E. S. 
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FREE LAND 

By Rose Wilder Lane. Longmans 
Green and Company, New York. 
1938. 332 pages. $2.50. 

An eminent authority on the 
agriculture of the Dakotas has 
said: "The Great Plains have 
al ways suffered from two kinds of 
publiCity-that spread by the mis
leading optimist, and that spread 
by the misleading pessimist." Free 
Land, though well written and 
very readable, with a minutae of 
authentic detail. does not convey 
to the reader' any thoughts other 
than that of the hardships of pio
neer days in the Dakotas. 

It is true that the land of little 
rain, high winds, and swirling 
blizzards tried ·th~ temper of the 
people in the 80's as it still does 
in 1938. Somehow the author has 
not caught the spirit of all the 
people who came to settle the prai
rie. The shining light of the Da
kotas is the courage of the people. 
The characters in the tale do not 

"have the life, the warmth, the 
• garkle, the confidence in tomor

row which marks those coura
geous pioneers and their descend
ants. They seem'more like silhou
ettes of a pioneer frieze than real 
flesh and blood folks. The nearest 
approach to this fine courage is 
that exhibited by Mrs. Peters, 
neighbor to the Beatons, who 
quietly cares for 'Mary at the time 
of the birth of Molly, and is 
snow-bound in the Beaton home 
during the three-day blizzard-all 
the while tormented by the 
thought her own four children 
may have been lost in the storm. 

The many incidents so careful
ly described as the experience of 
the Beatons, under the sleigh for 
protection from the blizzard, Sally 
Macray who protected with her 
own body the lives of the younger 
children in the family, the back
breaking task of watering the~pre
cious trees, the gnawing hunger, 
all are based on fact. 

Free Land will interest greatly 
all folks who enjoy reading of life 
on the American frontier. 

P. M. R. 
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The Bishop of Indianapolis and his clergy . . . 

The Officers and Board of Directors of the National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference • . . 

The members of the Hierarch, in the United States and Canada---with the .. 
priests; Brothers, Sisters, and lait, in their several jurisdictions-to attend the 

sessions, and participate in. the discussions of 

... ~ 

THE SIXTEENTH' ANNUAL CONVENTIO.N 

OF THE 

NATIONAL CATHO'LIC 
RU,RAL LIFE CONFERENCE~ 

VINCENNES, INDIANA-SEPT. 25~28,1938 

THE MOST REVEREND JOSEPH E. RITTER, D. D. - - - Host Bishop 
THE REV. RAYMOND R. MARCHI NO, Chmn. - - Gen. Arrangements 
THE REV. JOHN BECHER, Chairman • - - • • local Arrangements 
VINCENNES COUNCil, Knights of Columbus • • Cooperating Unit 

(!J~ 
THE MOST REVEREND EDWIN V. O'HARA, D. D •• Honorary President 
THE MOST REVEREND AlOISIUS J. MUENCH, D. D. - Episcopal Advisor 
THE RT. REV. LUIGI G. llGUTTl, President • • • • - Granger, la • 
. THE REV. FELIX N. PITT, First Vice-President • - • • louisville, Ky. 
MR. FRANK BRUCE, Second Vice-President- • • • • Milwaukee, Wis •. 
THE REV. THOMAS W. GREEN, Third Vice-President • Caldwell, Kan.' 
THE REV. lOUIS N. ZIRBES, Treasurer • - - - • North lake, Wis: 
THE REV. JOSEPH H. OSTDIEK, Secretary • • • • • Omaha, Neb • 
THE REV. JAMES A. BYRNES - • - • • • • • Saint Paul, Minn. 

Executive Secretary 

THE REV. URBAN BAER· • • - • • - • - • • • - Cashton, Wis • 
THE REV. JOHN M. BAll· • • • •• lima, N. Y. 
THE REV. W. HOWARD BiSHOP • • • • • • • • • Cincinnati, O. 
MR. FRANK BRUCE _ - • - • - •• - • - • - Milwaukee, Wis. 
THE REV. JAMES A. BYRNES • - • • • - - • • Saint Paul, Minn. 
THE REV. GEORGE A. ESTERGUARD • • - • • Big Stone City, S. D. 
THE REV. THOMAS W. GREEN - • - Caldwell, Kan. 
MR. FREDERICK KENKEL _ _ • - • - • • • - - - St. louis, Mo. 
THE REV. JOHN lA FARGE, S. J. • •••• - • New York, N. Y. 
THE RT. REV. LUIGI G. L1GUTTI - • • - • - - - - Granger, la. 
THE VERY REV. CHARLES B. McCOY - • - - - Hot Springs, Ark. 
THE REV.' RAYMOND R. MARCHINO - - - - - North Vernon, Ind. 
MR. JOSEPH MATT - - - - - - • • • - • - • Saint Paul, Minn. 
THE REV. FERDINAND MOCK - - - - - - - - • - - Crete, Neb. 
THE VERY REV. WilliAM T. MUllOY - - - • - - - Fargo, N. D. 
THE REV. CHRISTOPHER P. MURRAY - - • - - lawrenceburg, Tenn. 
THE REV. GEORGE M. NEll - - • - - - • • • • • Effingham, III. 
THE REV. JOSEPH H. OSTDIEK - • • - ',. • • • • Omaha, Neb. 
niE REV. FELIX N. PITT • _ • • • - .'. • • - • louisville, Ky. 
MISS PAULINE M. REYNOLDS • - • • • • • Fargo, N. D. 
THE REV. WALTER l. ROCHE. • • - • • • • • Dell Rapids, S. D. 
THE REV. EDGAR SCHMIEDElER, O. S. B. • • • Washington, D. C. 
THE REV. RUDOLPH B. SCHULER • • • • • • • - • Krakow, Mo. 
MR. PAUL C. TAFF • • _ • • _ - - - - • - - • - - Ames, la. 
MR. JOHN P. TREACY • • _ • • • • • Milwaukee, Wis. 
THE REV. lOUIS N. ZIRBES • - ••••• - • - North lake, Wis. 
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