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A Message from Founder AMY ZIFF 
 

As we wrap up the work we did at MADE SAFE in 2019, we’re looking 
back and celebrating our many, many accomplishments. Yet we are 
not contented with our progress alone. Because there is an 
imperative to do this urgent work now. We know that our health and 
future depend on it. There are numerous opportunities ahead to help 
improve human health and begin to restore fragile ecosystems where 
species’ survival remains on a knife’s edge.  

As MADE SAFE grows, and parents and caregivers find solutions to 
help boost change, we will devote increasing amounts of effort to our 
mission to provide safe and sustainable ingredient information for the 
advancement of healthier products, even in the absence of regulation 
through MADE SAFE’s parent NGO Nontoxic Certified.  

Celebrating our fourth year as an organization, we see the growing interest in our work, and know 
the need for our ecosystem approach is even greater than when we started. With the roll back of 
more than 85 laws that protect our health and the environment by an administration that is 
deliberately leaving its citizens vulnerable to chemical pollution and the resulting health harm, now 
is the time for companies to act on their own. This makes it a critical time to provide companies 
ways to adhere to protections for consumers, and provide information to both companies and 
consumers about the impact of ingredients on humans, the environment, animals and aquatic life – 
before those ingredients enter our ecosystem. 

MADE SAFE will continue to increase consumer awareness of, and access to, products that aren’t 
harmful as well as guide companies toward sustainable solutions. In 2019, MADE SAFE 
collaborated with 123 brands, certified more than 1,700 products, and launched 16 new companies 
to the community. It is worth recognizing that those 16 new companies each have products that 
meet our incredibly rigorous standards and have products that have made it through our entire 
screening process to achieve the MADE SAFE certification. This is not by luck; this is through 
conscious crafting and careful attention to each and every input in strict adherence to our 
ecosystem approach.  

We created over 20 educational research pieces through our Chemical Call Outs, “What’s in 
That?” Product Fact Sheets, Guides and Reports. We grew our social community by 53% and 
generated 2.4 million impressions. Our newsletter grew 50% as well. In addition, MADE SAFE 
hosted the third annual Raise the Green Bar sustainability summit with Hearst and Good 
Housekeeping Magazine. It was our most successful summit yet featuring scientists on climate and 
the planet as well as business leaders from Fortune 500 companies and innovative start-ups. The 
event connected thought leaders and elevated these conversations throughout new and old 
media.   

http://www.madesafe.org/
https://www.nontoxiccertified.org/
https://www.madesafe.org/chemical-profiles/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/whats-in-that/
https://www.madesafe.org/reports-guides/
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We believe it is our collective duty, as inhabitants of this amazing planet, to clean up the world we 
live in. We must ask if we are doing everything in our power to make a difference, to forge a MADE 
SAFE future where humans, animals, aquatic life, the trees, grasses and other organisms can thrive. 
We can help ensure the answer is YES by buying products reflective of these values. 

Our parent organization, Nontoxic Certified, uses a lighthouse as an emblem. We chose that icon 
because the work we do at both Nontoxic Certified and MADE SAFE is a beacon of light for our 
community. We must continue to move companies toward safe and sustainable chemistries for the 
products they manufacture. We must continue to promote safer ingredient standards in order to 
foster cleaner ecosystems. We must promote and purchase products that don’t contain harmful 
ingredients and make sure this information is easy and accessible to absolutely everyone.  

While the year ahead is an election year, we vote every day with our purchases and our donations 
to the institutions we support. MADE SAFE and Nontoxic Certified are unique in their ecosystem 
approach to harmful chemicals. Of the 85,000+ chemicals in use today, the EPA has restricted 
nine; the FDA has regulated 14. With the updated Toxic Substances Control Act, the EPA has 
committed to looking at seven more per year. In four years we’ve vetted over 15,000 chemicals. 
We have a growing banned list of thousands of chemicals, materials and substances. Your support 
is critical to magnifying and expanding our work, research, capacity and vision.  

This report highlights some of our accomplishments. If you find us a valuable resource, share us 
with a friend by forwarding our newsletter and/or sharing our posts on social media. Become part 
of the conversation by leaving a comment in our growing social communities. Buy a MADE SAFE 
certified product so you can swap out a conventional item in your home, thereby supporting the 
brands who are committed to working with us, and simultaneously protecting yourself and the 
planet from harmful ingredients. And, if you can make a financial donation to support our work, 
please click here to donate to MADE SAFE. 

We must fight for a brighter, safer, and more sustainable future ahead. The job is all of ours. 
Collectively, we can create positive change.  Here’s to doing the work together.  

With hope,  

Amy 
January 2020

https://www.nontoxiccertified.org/
https://www.madesafe.org/donate/give/


4,172
INGREDIENTS SCREENED

1,728
CERTIFIED
PRODUCTS

SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING  

NEW
CATEGORIES

46,825

IMPRESSIONS AND 53% SOCIAL

GROWTH ACROSS OUR CHANNELS 
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YOUR             GIFTS
      to
            at work

Your donations are a
powerful investment that
will pay dividends for
years to come.

123
BRANDS COLLABORATED WITH

MADE SAFE ON SPECIAL PROJECTS,

EVENTS, OR INGREDIENT WORK

THIRD ANNUAL SUSTAINABILITY SUMMIT
with GOOD HOUSEKEEPING

NEWSLETTER CONTACTS

GROWTH OF 225%

2,400,000

MADE SAFE® is proud to be a part
of the 1% for the Planet network,
which connects businesses and
nonprofits to protect the planet.

+ APPAREL

Featuring an Influencer & Media Showcase,

for added reach.

KEYNOTE with marine biologist Wallace J. Nichols, PhD, author of BLUE

MIND; Kyra Sedgwick, Celebrity Climate Activist; Dianna Cohen, CEO and

co-founder of Plastic Pollution Coalition; Rachel Parent, Youth, Food

& Climate Activist; Lauren Singer, founder and CEO of Package Free; 

Meika Hollender, co-founder of Sustain Natural; and many more.

https://www.madesafe.org/science/ingredient-database/
https://www.madesafe.org/find-products/products/
https://www.madesafe.org/sustainable-packaging/
https://www.madesafe.org/sustainable-packaging/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/brand-collaborators/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/
https://www.madesafe.org/subscribe/
https://www.madesafe.org/subscribe/
https://www.madesafe.org/subscribe/
http://www.onepercentfortheplanet.org/
https://www.madesafe.org/find-products/apparel/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/


EDUCATION & ADVOCACY
22 PIECES PUBLISHED:
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Chemical Call Outs, Mini Reports, Fact Sheets &

Product Profiles

13 PAGE REPORT:
Ingredients to avoid, how to shop for
safer wipes, MADE SAFE certified 

options, and a printable shopping guide

What's Inside WIPES

https://www.madesafe.org/chemicalcallout-oxybenzone/
https://www.madesafe.org/healthy-living-tips-for-2019/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/whats-in-that/jewelry/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/whats-in-that/candles/
https://www.madesafe.org/silver-nanoparticles/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/whats-in-that/sexual-health-products/
https://www.madesafe.org/safer-school-supply-solutions/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/whats-in-that/chemicalcallout-p-phenylenediamine/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/whats-in-that/chemicalcallout-toluene/
https://www.madesafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/PFAS-FACT-SHEET-NOV2019.pdf
https://www.madesafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Sunscreen-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.madesafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Period-Products-FACT-SHEET-final.pdf
https://www.madesafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/LICE-REPORT%E2%80%93FINAL-August19-1.pdf
https://www.madesafe.org/education/permethrin-pyrethrins/
https://www.madesafe.org/chemicalcallout-polyethylene-terephthalate-pet-or-pete/
https://www.madesafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Bedding-FACT-SHEET-JAN2019.pdf
https://www.madesafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/WIPES-REPORT%E2%80%93-7-10-19_FINAL.pdf
https://www.madesafe.org/changing-your-wipe-can-help-wipe-the-oceans-clean/
https://www.madesafe.org/education/chemical-profiles/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/


PRAISE AND RECOGNITION
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FOUNDER AMY ZIFF'S
INFLUENTIAL TEDX TALK

27KOVER                    VIEWS

KEY MEDIA MENTIONS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX_cF3gSERY
https://www.wsj.com/articles/small-cosmetics-brands-make-over-the-beauty-market-by-targeting-millennials-11556296365
https://www.wsj.com/articles/small-cosmetics-brands-make-over-the-beauty-market-by-targeting-millennials-11556296365
https://goop.com/work/parenthood/ways-to-reduce-plastic-in-our-kids-lives/
https://goop.com/work/parenthood/ways-to-reduce-plastic-in-our-kids-lives/
https://goop.com/work/parenthood/ways-to-reduce-plastic-in-our-kids-lives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX_cF3gSERY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX_cF3gSERY
https://www.madesafe.org/press-speaking/media/
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THESE FOUNDATIONS
AND INDIVIDUALS

AS YOU SOW FOUNDATION

THE FURTHER FOUNDATION

SUSAN & DAVID ROCKEFELLER

NIKE FOUNDATION

make it possible for us to

continue our mission &

change how products

are made:

https://sustainablebrands.com/read/chemistry-materials-packaging/q-a-how-to-know-when-products-are-truly-made-safe
https://sustainablebrands.com/read/chemistry-materials-packaging/q-a-how-to-know-when-products-are-truly-made-safe
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/
https://www.asyousow.org/
http://furthur.org/
http://https/news.nike.com/nike-foundation
https://www.madesafe.org/work-with-us/events/



