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Tony Stark Looses His Mustache!

In the most startling turn of events ever fo occur in the pages of Iron Man, Tony Stark
decides fo shave off his mustache! An official announcement was made by Marvel
on Wednesday saying that they thought the move would attract more women fo the
book. When | talked to Len about the motivation behind this decision he said ‘| don't
know. . .it seemed like a good idea at the time". Fans aren't so sure. A large group of
Iron Fans was seen picketing the Marvel offices. Their leader is proposing a shave-out
and several members were arrested for accosting Nel Yomtov with shaving cream. In
later comments, Mr. Yomtov stated that the mustache decision is final but that a
beard is under consideration.

The High Price of ADVANCED IRON - Part 2

Thousands of fans responded to the remarks about the cost of Advanced Iron. After
sifting through dll these inputs the consensus seems to be that Al should be printed on
actual Iron. The format will be the same familiar 8.5 x 11 and all your regulars will still
be included. The cost of engraving and mailing will be $1,456.32 per issue (foreign
orders please add $600 for shipping). I'm accepting payment in check or gold bullion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Len Kaminski will be leaving Iron Man as of issue #318. Creative
differences were sighted. This is very bad news to have to print in this April Fool issue,
but | thought you should know ASAP. There will be an interview in CBG and possibly
one in Wizard as well. I'm certainly not happy about this development and I'm
worried about the cause,

EDITORIAL NOTE: Jason, Mike and Allen really came through for this issue. In fact
Jason had some last minute cormrections that he faxed out o mel He apologizes for
the quality of the faxed pages in his Iron Mania column, but he's a perfectionist about
the content of his column.

IRON FAN ON-LINE Iron Fan: [RONFAN@AOL. COM.
Join other Iron Fans on-line. Len Kaminski: 74130.3464@compuserve.com
Here's some addresses to get started: Jason Stephens: jstephen@lib.drury.edu

Allen Bujak: Shellhead@AOL.COM

ABOUT THE COVER [S1:

Bethany and Tony are ready for a night on the town. Tony's finally shaved that pesky mustache and he
used Stark Enterprises new line of shaving equipment to do it. Yes Stark is a name you can trust for a smooth
clean shave even on a mustache that's as tough as Iron. It'l make you feel like a million!

Jason tells me that the picture was originally drawn in front of a SUNrise -- possibly indicating the
dawning of a new era sans mustache, but the reds and oranges overwhelmed the picture. | agree with Jason
that the blues are much more complementary here. It's a perfect setting for my favorite couple (what do you
think of Jason's Bethany?)




STARC REMARLS

by Mike Kalibabky & Allen Del Caro
April 1995

“If you were a thousand times bigger than you are. nothing would stop me now! Nothingl”
- ron Man to Titanium Man, Tales of Suspense #83

I must be losing it. I'm here in
Chisholm writing this while
listening to the greatest hits of
KC and the Sunshine Band. Hey,
with the price of CDs these
days, $6.99 for KC & Co. was a
funky (more like disco)
bargain—and., mindless peppy
music, to me, is somewhat
inspirational. Nope, | don‘t type
any faster, but | do move
around more in my chair while |
clack away on the ol’ keyboard.

(Shake, shake, shake your
booty...")

(And just what the hellis one's

“booty“?)

Now to business. First of all,
lerme say that the illustrations
included in with this month’s SR
are, in my opinion, some of Al
Del Caro’s best. Al moved away
last fall to pursue a career in
graphic arts and has finally
seftled into a new work & home
routine. Needless to say, he's
been really cranking out the Iron
Man illos. Great stuff, Al. And




thanks, man. with the additional push-in
Al's “lron Man Meltdown” illustration  attachmenis.
really brought back memories—Ican . The hole in IM’s gut_ wasn T deep

off of Tony S'rork‘
that hurt?

else?, the Merrer All the other attachments seemed
Other meltdown covers include to push in just fine, except the stupid

(and | know I've missed some): IM#'s missile-thing falis out of the respective

28.41,48,52, 57 (thanks, Bill), 72 and gauntlet cannon unless the affached

me. it would be like cutting off your Man. The 39-yeor-o|d Mark menhons in
head and then expecting your body to  the piece that his favorite work was
walk around by its own self-direction. the Green Lantern “Emerald Dawn”

The head controls everything! So mini-series for DC. On a personal note,
wouldn’t the helmet, which receivesits he is slowly persuading all of his friends
commands from the wearer’'s head, ’ro call him “Doc,” since his first two

govern the armor’s actions?

episode on the
Other than a sev

Icon. In addition, Mark has also
done afew issues of Hardware.
So okay, | picked up an additional Bright's last Iron Man-related work
Toy Biz MAH standard armor Iron Man appeared in last summer’s Iron Man
figurine, and aftempted to armoritup  Annual#15. He banged out the cover

episode more than mosf




illustration and the 14-page Kaminski- contains a killer Controller story by Len
penned story “Wargame.” and a fifteen question Tony Stark

If you haven’t picked up a copy of interview with Playmates magazine.
IM Annual #15, please do so. In

addition to the Kaminski/Bright tale, it In my study | have hanging the
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framed Page #5 of the original artwork  Try it and get back to me with a
from Iron Man #225, in which Tony Stark comment or two.
discovers that some of his technology

‘ April 1995
And speaking of Green Lantemn, ala Swift Kick in the Arse Award goes
“Emerald Dawn,” both IM and GL (Hal  to everyone who didn’t support these
Jordan, the original, and new kid Kyle)  fine comics! You shameful minions
use thought-com‘rolled sys’rems know who you are.. And you ain't, as

bcgglng & bcckerboordlng your flchon novels that fecn‘ure Morvel
comics and a piece of tape gets stuck superheroes! What's it about? This:
to your book? *&@A%S#! War Machine saves Tony’s arse. Oh,
the Iron Man logo on the cover
The third MAH Iron Man toy includes the rivets.

assortment from Toy Biz, slated for
relecse fhls monfh ( eoh ngh’r) will

. Anything with
1 Man in space

Dragon (7Yin®?), and Gold [ Thcn‘ s me forya,I'm d’r happy unless
CCYang™?). I’m terrified!

Anyone besides me been reading | was gonna say that | also enjoy
DC’s Fate, co-written by Len Kaminski? underwater adventures, but | can‘t



recall a single Supes UW epic.

Now for a very sad story. | recently
received a letter from Heath
McKnight, an aspiring filmmaker, in
Wellington, Florida. The letter itself was
chock full of comments and

advertised. It was a copy of #300, only
it was the cartoon IM. | wore it on my
bithday (Feb. 2); | work at a movie
theater as a projectionist, and | had to
pick up a movie from a different
theater/company. As it turned out, |
got the damn shirt stained with grease

observations concerning Iron Man, but  when | carried the giant reels the

one paragraph kind of got to me. Il let

Heath tell the tale in his own words...
“Did you guys know you can order
an IM t-shirt through Toy Biz? | first saw
that you could when | was looking at a
Camage toy. | sent all that money and
shipping stuff, expecting the shirt o be
(as advertised) the cover of #300. By
the way., | sent it in October. it came
two months late and wasn’t what they

movie was put on. To quote
Homer, ‘Doh!"”

| grieve for you, man. The
entire staff of Al does. But on
the bright side, you still have
an Iron Man t-shirt!

Heath also expressed an
interest (a CRAVING,
actually) in obtaining more
Len Kaminski-generated plot
texts for Iron Man. Heath says
he uses the plots as models
to help structure his own
comic book plots. Yep, Mr.
McKnight is also a comic
book writer,

Yo, Editor Bill, can we get
Len to float us some more
Iron Man scripts?

Thanks for writing, Heath,
and let’s see a sample of
your stuff—think it could be a
one or two page Iron Man
teaser?

| wonder... Is the IM t-shirt Heath
mentioned one of the ones they were
selling at Musicland?

If anyone out there can get me one
of the lron Man t-shirts mentioned
above in an XL or XXL, DO IT! I}
reimburse you for the shirt, postage,
tax, whatever. Please!



| recently dropped a line to fron eyeholes and computer-generated
Man assistant Editor Michael Marts, vision on Page 2 of Iron Man #279, part
hoping he would ge’r me in ’rouch with . 13 of Operohon Galactic Storm,”

info on lfron M
piece appeal

using on IM.
| wrote to M

some ways this makes up for the Stark—also known as Iron Man.
Marvel policy that the creative teams’  Information and graphics processed
names are to be omitted from the by his powerful onboard computer

covers of Morvel Comuc_s The pollcy sys'rems are pro;ected dlrec’rly onto

the mou'rh opening on the current lron  becoming more and more of a
Man armor and future removal of the  possibility! This summer the Avengers
eye ports. Sure, Brown didn’t mention will meet UltraForce. So that means if

the mouth opening, but he, as Tony Iron Man were still an Avenger, he and
Stark, wrote on Page 1: "l intendto do  Prototype, a member of UltraForce
away with the eye holes would meet. Well, at least potentially.

haven’t dlrecﬂy
years from insid
more study,” No
opening is gone, v

Brown’s The Iron Manual oc’ruolly is. If If they ever moké an lron Man
you can find a copy, BUY IT and then movie, | nominate Deion Sanders for
READ IT. the role of Jim Rhodes/War Machine.

You can witness Len Kaminski‘'s take  Why? Deion is cool and cocky, he
on the concept of IM’s armor helmet dresses well, and is a world-class



‘l&\, \ \»\%\5 S
! Y
%, W\

T s

athlete.

| collect Deion sports cards and I'm
up to around 80+. Some smart-arsed
kid told me that he had over 200
Deions, excluding doubles. His mother,
a co-smart-arse, agreed. | guess it
must be true. Like, whose mother
would back up a cocky comment

such as that? Probably lots of mothers.

Some of these sports-minded people
are goofy. | gotta get busy and read
the latest Becket guides. | bet | got
more Iron Man cards than him though.

Nt "
W 1‘!',“‘
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I, however, have an authenticated,
signed Deion photo.

In the end, sports stars are
worshipped as superheroes.
Unfortunately. And I’'m hooked on this
sports stuff just as much as the next guy
or gal.

Hey, why isn’t there an lron Man
Starters jacket? Well, | mean besides
for the obvious reasons?

So Fox’s Hardware wanna-be



M.A.N.TIS.is no more.Toobad.ithad  to the eye. Conversely, the old armor is
potential. But no viewers. Will VRS, its very cold-war-esque with the chest
replacement, fare better? . plate ex’rendlng past: 'rhe wearer s

H.O. M E.R. Cool
the bridge), co
relief. Some sho
be winners.

in reality IM Annuals, but it wasn‘t until
Well, the new Tony Stark-created #3 that this run of books were officially
Cap Armor currently playing over in renamed “annuals.” IM Special #1 runs
Captain America #439 received a light about $20.00 in mint condition, while #2
blue helmet eyshleld I m glodd (yes goes for $8.00. Toge’rher—-lf you can

a table costs? We could
The original Titanium Man isbackin ~ promote A/ and meet other
Iron Man #'s 315 & 316! Ya-hoo! Tom IronManiacs. Interesting. Needs
Morgan’s rendition of the classic TM more study, as Tony Stark would
armor brought back fond memories of  say.
Tales of Suspense #83 where M & TM

Pleose drop me a line any old time. |

Chisholm, MN 55719

with the glowing LED eyes and mouth,

But don’t get me wrong—the new-and- April 5, 1995
improved TM armor that was The Invincible Iron M War Machi
incinerated along with the Gremlin S winclole lron Man and War Machine

L ) ) are ™ and © 1995 Marvel Entertainment
inside of it was very sleek and pleasing Group. Inc.



3Y JASON STpHENS

FEATURING DAVE HUBER'S YSHELLHEADISM 'S?

it's a new look we've got for ya' this month. | decided that since the
‘ron Mania® section was getting pretty large, | needed to cut back on the
various styles of typefaces that | was using, so that you know exactly what
paragraphs belong to which section of *lron Mania." | also changed the ftitle
font because out of about six people that | asked for opinions on the old one,
| was the only one who liked it. | figured that if 86% of the seven of us hated
the old style, that the percentage was probably reflected among the ron Fans
as well. It would be kind of silly to ask everyone to write in their opinions on the
old style, but if you hate this one and want the old one back, let me know. It's
possible that | could also change the looks of the typefaces for each month
and go with a certain theme -- like a holiday or special occurence in the Iron
Man books.

So, anything headed with THIS TYPEFACE is a part of one of my divisions.
Anything headed with THIS TYPEFACE is part of Dave Huber's sections.

As you know, the first section of "lron Mania® is always a lengthy article. They
will now start carrying titles starting with the next page. Also, | place Dave's
section right after the main article and not after the last of my subdivisions
because | want to stress that he's a very integral part of *fron Mania® and
deserves much more recognition for his in-depth thoughts and opinions than
he wouid get if his column came after my "Off the Top of My Head,” "Other iron
Man Projects,” and “lron Quotes" sections. Especially since most of those
sections are either for fun, or merely for alerting lron Fans of something going
on in the Iron Universe and don't provoke too much thought.

About the “Your Responses” section, I've gotten a few concerns that it is
too hard to tell where my comments end and the letter writers' begin. Most
people don't write me letters in the same format that they would write to
"Printed Circuits." Instead, they pass along some personal info. and just hide
their remarks for the column somewhere in the letter and | have to pick them
out. So, until | get letters formatted like that -- which | don't necessarily want -- |
won't be printing them “straight.” Plus, I've gotten feedback from Iron Fans that
says they like to be involved in a dialogue with me rather than just having a
dry response printed after their letter. Because of these positive comments, |
will continue to draw writers together, and stick quotes from them in my
sentences, almost as if it was an actual conversation between us. Fair
enough? To make it ecsier to tell where my comments are, | will use this nice,

itallic typeface like | do in Dave's section. Now that this is all cleared up....



S0, How Ow s Tony Stazk Anywar? Tuz ANswer 15 26 or 279

‘No way!® you might say. "He has to be older than that!® Well,
he probabily is. I'm just proving this by the ever fricky affair known
as the "age of comic book super heroes as detemined not by our
years and the world which surrounds us, but by the time span
chronicled within the pages of the comic books where the
adventures and events of said heroes are set down.” Say that fast!

Let's be generous and scy that each ron Man comic covers
two full days in the life of our favorite muti-billionaire, Anthony Stark.
Each book comes out once a month, and that makes a fotal of 24
days in the life of ron Man for every year of our lives. I'm sure the
battle with Titanium Man in £315 didn't last an entire month,

Now, some books only cover one day, or merely a few hours;
80, saying that each issue accounts for fwo days should make up for
those "long fime span issues’ — because there are many more issues
with a few hours or one day covered then there are with entire
weeks. Let's go ahead and be a little more generous and bump
hat 24 day total for each year's worth of issues up fo a solid monthl
This means that Tony ages one year for every 12 of our years!

A lot of Tony's age depends on at what age you place him
when he inherited his company. If he was ... say ... 24 when he took
over his father's company, began work for the military, and
became Iron Man, that would seem fo fit the established continuity,
don't you think? So, when is he 100 old to wear the amor and
engage in the high-stress activity that goes along with it — thus
ending the comic?. Well, that time has dlready passed if you take
our years into account. Tony would be about 55 years oid now!
Batman wouid be what ... 75?7 But we know that's not how it works,
so lets use the aforementioned guidelines. Let's put fron Man in
retirement at age 457 1 think Tony would retire a litHe sooner than
most of the other heroes, wanting to devote time to his company,
and perhaps a wife. He would want a lot of time left fo enjoy
himself | believe.

Assuming the year really was 1963 for us when we first saw him,
Iron Man isn't due for a cancellation or a permanent new amor
wearer until the year 2215!1 Sony "Iron Man 2020" and "Marvel 2099."
your concepts have now become moot points and are flying out
the window! The Guardians of the Galaxy in the 31st century still
works, though.

Marvel and other companies could use an explanation like this
o answer all those questions about just how old characters are, but
how would they get fo chronicle all of the current day technology
and political events? Because of this, they usually say, “The ... uh ...
Marvel Universe significantly slows the aging process ... uh ... yeah.*



Some interesting facts about Iron Man if we accept these
guidelines for the length of every comic, and also accept the fact
that political events and technology have kept up with our world....

+ If ron Man began in 1963, it is now 1965 - 66 Ill Break out
those bell-bottomsl

+ Marvel Universe U.S. Presidents must change every 4 months!

+ For the events and history of Marvel 2099 to possibly occur in
our 2099 - meaning the passing of the complete lives of Tony
Stark and Arno Stark, among other things (assuming they die at
age 85) — our world saw Iron Man before the year 1367! That's
before Columbus, folks! Anyone want to try their hand at
drawing the Iron Man of 136771

+ Tony Stark was drunk and in an alley delivering a baby in the
middle of a horrible blizzard only ... what ... a little over 11
months ago?! (as opposed to 11 years and 2 months ago)

Basically ... just don't worry about it. Have fun. And, of course,
fun was the only point of this little essay. So what other dramatic,
earth-shattering, and pivotal events in fron Man history can we
reduce to only a few months ago, just for fun? Just take the current
issue; subtract the number of the issue you want to put a date on.
Take that number and divide by 12. Your answer is how many years
_ctgto ﬂéo’r issue was for us. Just pretend that those years are months
instead.

Anyone want to take the last 100 issues, figure out how much
fime elapsed, and find an average? Anyone want to figure out the
entire history of Iron Man?! If enough people really want to
participate in finding out EXACTLY how much time has elapsed,
send me your names and addresses, and tell me what issues you
have. We can break it down into blocks of issues for each of you to
figure up, you can send your findings back to me, and I'll put it all
together and print it. Anyone want to do it all themselves?!
Another thing we would need to take into account are the issues
which have unknown amounts of time elapsed between them.
These would need good estimates and would have to be marked
in a comprehensive list of the books so others know which ones we
-made guesses on. We need to include the Tales of Suspense issues,
foo. And, since not too many iron Fans have all the Tales of
Suspense issues, there might be a free drawing in it for whoever's
ready and willing to figure up the early issues, and then we can
break up the rest for others who are interested. Come on. It'll be
funl Admit it! You want to know exactly how many days have
passed in lron Man's history all the way from Tales of Suspense #39
to Iron Man #316]



DAVE. HUBER'S SHELLHEADISM'S

FUTURE SHOCK DEPT.

Y'know, | redlly enjoyed the lron Man 2020 trade paperback a
litHe while back. Great story with a great not-so subtle tiedn with
the Tony Stark era. But | still have questions. For example, why no
reference to the Spider-Man Annual #20? | mean, there were two
pages (ot least) of reminders from when Amo got his butt kicked by
Machine Man. This was supposed to represent one of the most
humiliating moments in that ron Man's existence, comrect? Well,
then why not refer o Amo's lousy construction of an illegal nuclear
device that devastated an entire city (his wife and child included)?
I'm going bafty trying to figure out the ramifications of that event!
Not only was there no mention in .M. 2020, but also no mention in
Machine Man 2020, As a matter of fact, the only reference I've
seen recently is from Mike Kalibabky and Russ Fetcher's fan comic
in Iron Fan #3 (I recently received the back issue). Is there any other
mention of Amo Stark's tragic time-machine story from the year 2015
anywhere in the Marvel Universe? If so, would you let me know?

C'MON ALREADY DEPT.

What exactly can Shellhead take in terms of punishment? The
reqson for this interrogative is | just picked up M. #315. Iron Man
gets hit on the head by a mere roof and is groggy as a resulti!
C'MONW  — That's not in my plot ayropsis ... it must bace been Morgan's idea to a2
i in there. The reason | said @ mere roof is just that ... a bunch of rock!
1.M. should have been able to shrug that off like so much dandruff.
So ... how much pounding can Shellhead withstand?

The answer is, "whatever the writer wants." For example, to
supplement my above *C'mon!® example, check out #299. M. is
laid out by a tanker truck. Granted, it was thrown by Ultimo, but it's
Iron Man we're talking about!l A momentary stagger should have
been it and then back In the game, | say. On the other hand,
check out #204: the Silver Centurion armor (which is supposed 1o be
less advanced than the cument model) easily withstands an A.LM.
plasma blast measured in the gigajoules of electricity. Furthemore,
in #127, LM. takes on no less than the Blizard, Whiplash, the Melter,
Spymaster, and the Consirictor — and he mops them up!l! So what's
the deal? | know there are more examples of |.M. either getting his
tail kicked too easily or probably taking on a bit too much. So what
are they? Let me knowl!



One could look at intangibles such as Stark's mofivation and
atiitude, but | don't think that’s enough. The latest issue made me
laugh at how easily Titanium Man got the best of Tony. Tony said
that T.M.'s armor is totally obsolete, yet he gets felled by one of his
‘obsolete” weapons. Then the roof falls on his head and he can't
focus his vision. C'MON ALREADY!!

TECHNQ DEVOLUTION DEPT.

Whatever happened to the cool graphics showing lron Man's
scanners from the interior (not to mention War Machine’s)? There
was q plethora of these throughout the early War Machine amrmor
appearances (when Tony was on ‘ice®) and quite a bit during the
#290's. So what's up? What got me thinking about it was the lame
hand-drawn graphic in #314 when .M. was swimming around inside
Cap. We need those classy computer-generated scanner graphics
againl! Let's go LenH

THE "EYES" HAVE IT DEPT.

The fron Manual had some interesting info. on Shelthead's
helmet, The book, written for the most part in the first person from
Stark's viewpoint, said that 1.M. does not need eye slits anymore due
to obvious technological advancss: Technically speaking, | haven't
directly looked at anything in years from inside my suits." He said
that he elected 1o keep them due to the need of "an
anthropomorphic pair of eyes confronting an enemy. Inspiring fear
and dll that.® So, LM. has *eyes,' but they're just cosmetic | assume?
But in #3174, pg. 23, panel 2, the eyas seem to be open “outiets®
instead of mere “visual sensors.” (By the way, this same panel diso
has that lame hand-drawn graphic mentioned edtierl) fron Man
#302 seems more consistent with ron Manual: Venom squitts
webbing on I1.M.'s faceplate and Tony complains that “visuat sensors
are blocked’ so he switches to "ultrasound imaging.*

Nevertheless, in #3174, even though the eyes appear 1o be
open outlets, that may be just the case ... they appear that way:.
Then maybe that's the problem. If Shellhead's eyes are actually
‘sensors,” why the three-dimensional illusion (especially from the
interior of the helmed? — Tom Morgan bas been known to 3o some very unusual
things when it comes to drawing Iron Man, and it looks like this is going to be another one of
thooe things. We're certainly used to it, thougb, baving seen many different depiction's of the
interior of the belmet ... most of which are merely symbolic and not literal. It's one of the
very few thingos with Iron Man that the artist can take full “artistic license® with., Believe me
when I say that I've looked for them!



Glitch note on the Iron Manual: on the two pages that -
showcase Tony's different amors, the classic *Silver Centurion® is
anything but. It's colored the same red and gold as alf the other
amors (excluding the War Machine and the original armor). Thanks
fo Jason Stephens, | was educated on the red and silver amor's
true name! — The name doean't come from an isaue of Iron Man, but rather the
bandbook to the Marvel Universe role-playing game, and perbaps a Marvel Comics Presents
Losue, andior the Handbook to the Marvel Universe. AllT remember is that oe seen it
referred to with this name in at least a couple of different places. The model # for
Silver Centurion is Mod VHI Mark I. Hey!l Check out the next model
—Mod IX Mark |. It says it's a sleeker version of Model VIi?7?
Certainly doesn't look like it! But then, I'm partial to the Silver
Centurion armor. [ was sorry o see it go in #231. — Me, too! Obviously
the artist of the aforementioned drawing was looking at the Jobn Romita, Jr. version of Mod
IX a4 a reference when be drew it ... because that armor sure staried out slecker than the red
and silver one. Good ol John Romita, Jr.! Oh well....

YOUR_OPINION DEPT.

What do you think? Let me know some of your ideas or
comments at the address below, or you can reach me through
Jason's address. Thanksi!

Dave Huber
3206 Crystal Court
Wilmington, DE. 19810

Hz N 2 EXIT, Le

| redlize that some aspects of this issue of Advanced Iron are
humorous, in regards fo April Fool's Day, but most of it is not. And
This news is most definitely nof humorous, and not a joke. We were
going to wait until next month to break the news so people
wouldn't think it was an April Fool's joke. However, this is Advanced
Iron, and we print the advance news, no matter when it comes in.
So, take note....

Unfortunately, due 1o *creative differences,” Len Kaminski will
be departing as writer of lron Man. kon Man #318 (on sale the final
week of May) is Len's last one. There is no word yet as to who will
fake up the reigns on the greatest comic in the world, or what the
‘differences® Len had spell out for Iron Man's future. As soon as we
hear it ... you hear it Some, perhaps all of the advanced plot
summaries that we have been printing for issues beyond #318 will
most likely be dropped. This includes everything printed on the



inside, front cover of Advanced Iron #13 (last issue), except for the
appearances by the Titanium Man and the Crimson Dynamo, of
course,

| doubt there is one, single fan out there -- ron Fan or
otherwise — who is glad to see this happen, or who wished for this to
happen. However, this is the bitter reality that Iron Fans must face.
Together, we will prepare for the new era - for better or for worse.

Still can't talk about #315, because | can't read it yet. #316
hasn't come out yet, either, at the time of this writing. So, there's
not much to say. | don't know why Iron Man can't beat the
Titanium Man with his own armor, but I'm sure Len has a good
explanation. He always does, doesn't he?

ON Oores [Tonme's LMD M22Te AN OLD QIRLERIEND

"How could | tell her that she's not really seeing ‘'me' now?
That I'm nof holding her? That the 'Tony' that's there with her is a
fake — a remote controlled LMD operated from an S.E. facility on
Long Island? I've spent years telling myself | didn't want to see her
again. And now, when | do, | still can't touch her. All | can do is
look through the eyes of a machine that can't feel her warmth,
smell her hair or see her better than 400-ine resolution."

- Iron Man Annual #14
Len Kaminski
Want Drawings?

For anyone interested, black and white professional copies printed on
glossy, magazine stock paper are available. You can order replicas of the
covers fo Advanced Iron #7 (Iron Man carrying the American flag) and up.
You can get 8 1/2 x 11 colors or black and whites, or the original size (11 x 17)
in black and white or color. All prices include a protective tube that the
drawings will be mailed in, and “priority maill® postage.

$5.00 for 8 1/2x 11 colors - $4.00 for 8 1/2 x 11 B&W's

Each additional 8 1/2 x 11 color is $1.50 -- Extra B&W's are $.75

$8.00for 11 x 17 colors - $6.00 for 11 x 17 B&W's

Each additional 11 x 17 color is $3.00 -- extra B&W's are $1.00

Jason Stephens You're dll so cool,

3606 N.E. 78th St.
Kansas City, Mo. 64119
GASON STEPHENS



FFD@IAL ELAY
ANNO ENT

Jason Stephen's has been warking hard on his version of Iron Man #315, but it's a
tough job and he's a perfectionist. He didn't feel that the art was ready to present
the collage teaser that he promised last issue, so instead he's offering the black and
white cover to this very issue (facing page). In addition, his roommate has an
explanation for the possible whereabouts of the artwork that Jason intended for
this issue. . . .

. if the forces of good can overcome the sinister plot initiated by you know who,
then Jason should be able to get an advertisement into an upcoming issue of Al
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THINGS TDO COME

Most of my preview information comes from Marvel's advanced sales magazine “Sales to Astonish." IRON MAN previews /7 bold are from Len Kaminski!

FORCE WORKS #14 (ships 13 June)
by Dan Abnett & Andy Lanning / Dave Ross/ Rey Garcia

"Guest-starring the Avengers! The Kree who killed Wonder Man are on the loose! Two groups want them for
revenge: Force Works & the Skrulls Who will the Earth's Mightiest Heroes side with? The seeds for a major
Avengers/Force Works shake-up are planted here!"

WAR MACHINE # 17 (ships 9 May ) >
by Den Abnett / Sandu Flores wy cover by Bob Wiacek

"Will Jim Rhodes kill the man who helped the Nazis win W.W.II?
Plus: the storyline that redefines War Machine begins here!
Teaser: the origins of this major twist began in SECRET WARS,
and the story continues here! This bad boy stars in a weekly
cartoon that reaches 1.8 million households--. ."

IRON MAN 277

There were no listings this month. | was quite worried about this
{especially in light of Len's announcement) until Jason offered this
"simple” explanation:

"I belleve | can answer your question. IM and FF
both ship on the fourth week of every month - you know
how the companies divide up every month into four
weeks, Anyway, most of these comics arrive on the
Thursdays of every month. If you look on the calendar
towards the end of the month in question, it's very
probable that you'll see that a FIFTH Thursday almost
creeps intfo the month -- the last week might end on a Tuesday or Wednesday. ff so, look at the rest of
the month after this one, you should see five Thursdays for sure this time. Well, Marvel can't call that
first Thursday In the month the first week of books, because it hasn't really been a true week yet, and
then they would screw up the schedules for the next months. So, rather than having all of their books
constantly rotating weeks, Marvel (and every other company) decides to remain consistent and call
the first Thursday in these weird months the FIFTH week of the previous month! They just split the fourth
week's books In half, send half on the fourth week, and hdlf on the fifth week. This is called a *skip
week' by most comic book retailers, and it also allows an exira week for any late comics to try and
catch up. If they went ahead and shipped all the fourth week books on the fourth week, then this
week redally WOULD be a skip week, except for any late ones that arrive. However, it's probably much
more cost-effective to group up those late books with some new arrivails, and make a full delivery
fruck! Not to mention the fact that it looks better than having zero offerings for the week, while all the
other companies have a few books! These weird months and skip weeks occur about every three or
four months, and we just finished going through the worst of it. The month of January usually has a
fifth week, even though February doesn't have five Thursdays. This screws up dates in January and all
through February, until they're set right again in March. Why? March usually has four Thursdays, but
February may only have three, and March has none to spare. So, they're forced to bump back to
January which usually has five Thursdays. The fifth Thurs. In January is the first of February, rather than
the FIRST of January being the FIFTH of Decemberl February finishes up its schedule with its remaining
three Thursdays, and March is back to normal. So, the frend is actudlly reversed for Jan. and Feb.
That's why | sald we Just came through the worst of it

Now, | guess it's time for another skip week. The next 'Sales to Astonish® that you get should
have TWO IM's and FF's in itl I'm surprised that you don't know all about this complicated mess. It's
been occurring like this for as long as comics have had a regular schedule!

| \ﬁﬁ C_Sf_.

— Jason




DEATH MACHINE [PROPOSED IRON CLOWN [PROPOSED

QLOWN NOSE

BLADES
BULLSEYE UNBEAM

BLADES
JOY-BUZZER REPULSOR

BLADES
"FLOPPY FEET™ BOOT TS

Thank god these are just proposals! No serious consideration should go te the fabrication of
either of these designs.......

END OF FILER]




THEARMOR FILE

There's really nothing I can say to preface this month's column, so I'll just dive into the
story behind them. First of all, never give vague instructions to a computer. 1 told
HOMER I wanted a "darker" suit of armor. Since the War Machine is independent, 1
need a new high firepower suit. I wanted to go for a darker look for just such a suit.
Well, HOMER came up with the "Death Machine" armor. The firepower rating is the
same as the regular suit. The only thing is that HOMER really paid attention to the word
"darker" (the armor is actually completely jet black -Bilf) He thought blades would be a
good idea - he originally had a cape but I 86'd that. Still, I didn't think the blades were
needed, so I told him to "lighten it up"

HOMER did lighten it up. Frankly I think he figured the blades were creative and I
squashed the idea - so he lightened up the armor to "the IRON CLOWN" armor. I have
to admit, I thought it was hilarious, although it would never be produced. I'd just love to
see Spymaster's face after getting jolted by the joy-buzzer. Or the Mandarin's face at the
sight of the smiley face helmet. Tl have to settle in and give HOMER a nice, long talk
before next month's column. ............

All that aside, I'd like to bring up the idea of an IRON MANUAL-type issue. It was
suggested by Heath McKnight to me and I have to admit I've never thought of doing that.
I never thought of doing an issue similar to the IRON MANUAL and I never really
thought that anyone wanted to see my work in that format. If anyone else likes the idea,
drop me a line and tell me some ideas at:

Allen Bujak
70 Beeson Rd.
Niles, MI 49120
or at
Shellhead1@aol.com

Let me know what you think and I'll see you next month in the ARMOR FILE.

Red and White
Color Scheme
w/ optional
black tear




IRON MAN:
WHY THERE IS NO MOVIE
By: Heath McKnight

It was around the summer of 1989. | was visiting the Rocky Mountains in
Colorado, staying with my grandparents. One day, | went with my Grandma to
a small drugstore; | found the latest issue of Comics Scene. It had a great article
on Batman: The Movie; | then noticed at the end, they have a list of comics being
turned into T.V. shows or movies. | saw that Marvel was planning on doing an
Iron Man movie, or introduce the character on a Hulk T.V. movie. That's what
started it all.

| followed the story for a few years, do to my passion for movies and Iron
Man. | even read an article that some filmmakers wanted to do a movie centering
around Tony'’s alcholism. Then, in 1990, Marvel began negotiations with Uni-
versal Studios to produce the live-action movie. By 1991 (the magazine is pub-
lished bi-monthly), Universal signed on to do it. Great!! | was so excited, that when
I visited Universal Studios, Florida, | expected to see the film in production. (On
a tour of one of the sound stages, | learned that the movie was in developmental
stages.)

For about the next year, | kept reading the same stuff in Comics Scene:
Universal is doing “Iron Man”. Stuart Gordon (Robot Jox.Re- Animator) to direct.
Then, around April or May of 1992, | read that Universal dropped the movie. |
was quite literally shocked.

I didn’t find out what happened to the movie until that summer. | picked
up a copy of C.S. with an article on “Batman Returns” (kinda ironic, huh?); on
the cover, | read the words, “IRON MAN: The movie? Or not?”

Feeling both happiness (an article about Iron Man -- and his “movie”)
and sadness, | flipped to page 62 to find out about the abandoned movie.

Stuart Gordon had been wanting to do an Iron Man movie for quite some
time. IM has always been his favorite comic book character; he even has an
autographed poster of Iron Man (painted by Moebius) on the wall of his office.
In the article, he explains that Universal had dumped 300 movie projects to
save money, including iron Man. The reason? They couldn’t agree on a
screenplay.

The screenplay had Stark suffer a major heart attack when a rival com-
pany tries a corporate takeover of Stark Enterprises. The rival is none other
than Obidah Stane. Gordon even explains that Stane is working of an even
more powerful villain. Originally, it was to be Dr. Doom, but the rights were sold
to another film company. So Gordon “cooked up” his own Doom-like villain: he
even called it Dr. Death for a while.



The movie would open up with the new origin (featuring the grey armor),
and would move on to the take-over and Stark and IM’s victories (the article
doen't go too far into Gordon'’s plot). One interesting screenplay idea was from
writers Danny Bilson and Paul De Meo. The story was that Stark hadn't been
iron Man for ten years and was an alcoholic. When he is suddenly needed again,
Stark, age 50, becomes IM once again, complete with a new armor. The writers
had to bow out when they became involved with the writing of “The Flash” T.V.
series. At one point, even “RoboCop” co-writer Michael Miner was writing his
version of the film.

What about the armor? Unlike “The Punisher” and “Captain America”
movies, where they didn’t wear their costumes, Gordon had planned on Stark
wearing the armor often. So, which armor would Gordon have used? He ex-
plained that he would have the designers produce a new one. Artist Neal
Adams designed a brand new armor; it could be taken out of the briefcase and
the briefcase itself would become part of the armor. (The cartoon does this, ex-
cept that the briefcase IS the armor.) One good thing about the armor is that
it keeps getting re-designed, so if a new look were to show up, the fans would
not really mind.

Keep in mind that these events transpired from 1989 until 1992 (when
it was declared “dead in the water”); it's unknown what Stuart Gordon’s current
involvement is with the movie. | heard that there are no plans for an Iron Man
or War Machine movie. I'll keep you posted on any further developments.

If Bill okays it, | think it would be neat if Iron Fans sent in their own ideas
for an “Iron Man” (or even a “War Machine”) movie.

Iron Man movie facts:

* James Cameron, director of "Aliens" and "True Lies" has said that, as a child,
he wanted to draw Iron Man when he grew up. (Now that his big-budget
"Spider-Man" is in trouble, perhaps he'll do "lIron Man.")

* Stuart Gordon was at one time planning on IM's armor to be like the one
featured in issues 1-199.

* Gordon was involved in Fox's “"M.AIN.T.1.S." He may even do a "Dr. Strange"
movie.

NOTE: For this article, my refrences were old issues of Comics Scene, particularly
# 28, featuring the “Cross Of Iron” article by Pat Jankiewicz, August, 1992.



YOV woy pspoojumop) pziby uoiog AG INIHOVIN UVM




