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Bush Pilot Champs at Omaka

THE second annual Healthy
Bastards Bush Pilor Champs was
held at Omaka on 1st February.
Sponsored by Dr Dave Baldwin,
hence the name, the event enjoved
a considerable increase in the
amount of fiving hardware from
last year, 67 entrants participated,
with pilots and aircraft coming
from as far afeld as Pukekohe,
Invercargill and most places in
between.

James and Thomas, my 8 and
10 vear old sons were very excited
about the thought of watching
aircraft raking off and landing all
day, pleading to attend for days in
advance, So the 3 boys (that being
mysclt mncluded) negotiated our
leave pass and were released from
home for the day.

It wasn't the usual hot and dry
day in Marlborough, there bl..':n!_g
a hreeze from the south east and
hardly any sun at Omaka. But
that didn’t stop some 400 odd
"'\-PUT_[H_"I"IH-\ ]!:U.ll!g a II"I:J_‘L!"](. I.I.II\.

First up was the precision
landing competition requiring
both mains firmly down as
close to the line as possible.
Landing short wasn't an option
as touching before the line meant
disqualificadion, Big wheels
and excess horsepower weren't
nccessarily helpful for this
purpose, meaning that this was
a4 COMpettion open to anyone,

It was simply about good old
fashioned airmanship and riding
that glide slr,'uru: {which we were all
taught) to the spot on the ground.
The aircraft line-up included the
normal bush pilots’ steeds, there
being a vadety of Cubs, C180s,
etc., but there was also a Tiger
Moth, a Minicab, a Stinson 103

{it won last year), and many other
types. The eventual winner was
Richard Coop in Cessna 180 RWC,
achieving a result of 0.2, e 20
centimerres over the line.

Halfway through the day, the
wind turned to the north east and
the crowd were entertained on a
different vector by Bruce Brownlee
in a Cessna 195 and Bill Reid in
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the Avro Anson — with none other
than Dr. Dave in the co-pilot seat,
‘Then it was on o the short take-
off and landing competition.

The STOL competition was
divided into three classes, hring
Microlight (<1325 |b), Light
Touring {1326 — 2550 Ib), and
Heavy (= 2250 b). We saw all
sorts of styles to yank an aircraft
off the ground and place it
back on again in the shorrest
possible combined length. Some
techniques worked, some didn't,
and some were casier than others
to warch, but all were entertaining,
The winners of each class (in
combined metres) were:

Microlight: Deane Philip
Zenith CHTO1 JUG.
Take-off 16.3m
Landing 27.1m
Combined 43.4m

Light Touring: Nigel Griffith
PATS-160 BOY.
Take-off 26.6m
Landing 23.6m
Combined 50.2m

Heavy: John Richards
C180 BRG.

Take-off 458.3m
Landing 44.%m
Combined Y3.2m

All whom competed performed
exceptionally well. There were
no incidents and plenty of
examples of great airmanship.
This competiton is growing and
will continue to do so, so mark
your calendar tor the third F ll:'rlll‘h:.'
Bastards Bush Pilot Champs,
ccheduled for early February 2015.
We'll see you there. Hopefully 1
will have completed my Murphy
Rebel by then and shall partake in
more of the fun..,

Captions:

1. Winner of the Micrelight class
Decne Fhilip flying his Zenith CH7O1.
2. Piper Facer about to make o
precision landing fellowed by an
Omaka based Tiger Maoth,

3. Winner of the h‘ghr fouring class
Nigel Griffith flying Super Cub BOY.

4, Super Cub BRQ wos one of
several flying on the day.
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Super Cub ZK-BTX launches during the STOL part of the competition

Sponsor Dr. Dav l:rr

surprise Hrql-,r in Bill

Helicopter Maintenance,
Repalr and Refurblshrnents
for R22, R44, Bell :
Pre Purchase inspections & ARA also available
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P 027 425 5864 E mark@verticaltorque.com
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WALKERS UPHOLSTERY

(2005) LIMITED

Afrc?‘rzﬁ Interviors ﬁ)r Pilots by Pilots

Based in Alexandra and covering
all the Southern Lakes arca.

Seats and carpets for all aviation
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial,

- All approved materials,

Steve & Margaret Whitren 88 Tarbert Street, Alexandra
P: 03448 7524 M: 021 467 379 E: walkS@paradise.net.nz

www.walkersupholstery.co.nz
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