
Sugar Cane Care Instructions

If you want to grow sugar cane as a perennial, you will need to live in a warm region that,
ideally, receives a lot of precipitation, or grow them in containers that can be overwintered
indoors. Otherwise, they can be grown as annuals.

For gardeners living in warmer regions, these plants can become invasive with the right
conditions, so proper maintenance and consideration of where they are being planted will be
important. If you want to harvest your sugar cane, it can take up to two years before this is
possible, and harvesting should be done before flowering as this uses up energy and the sugar
concentration will not be so high.

Light
Sugar cane does best in a full sun position. If you have a shady garden won't be the plant for
you.

Soil
This plant can do well in most soil types, proving they are well-drained. It prefers it to be
deep and friable (crumbly) too. Sugar cane is known for being an energy-hungry plant. It saps
the nutrients from soil rapidly. So a soil rich in organic matter is going to be important. Many
enthusiasts mix a fertile compost and lime into the soil.

Water
Sugar cane likes to be kept consistently moist. If you don't live in a region that gets a lot of
rainfall, it will need a decent amount of additional irrigation. The only time that watering
should be tailed off is if you plan to harvest mature stems. At this point, a dry spell will be
beneficial for slowing growth and increasing the sugar production in the lower part of the
stalks.

Temperature and Humidity
These plants are famous for having excellent photosynthesis abilities, but they need high
temperatures and plenty of sun for this to be maximized. The amount of tolerance your sugar
cane will have to cold will depend greatly on the cultivar you select. Most sugar cane
varieties aren't all that cold hardy, and below-freezing temperatures can cause leaves to brown
and wither, and the plant can die in prolonged periods of frost. This is why they are best
grown as annuals or overwintered indoors in colder regions.

Fertiliser
This is one plant that definitely benefits from regular fertilisation as they are greedy when it
comes to nutrients. During their optimum growth period in the summer, your sugar cane will



appreciate applications every week. Although sugar cane is a vegetative crop that does well
with decent quantities of nitrogen, be careful not to go too high as this can result in weak
stems.

Pruning
Most sugar cane cultivars grown as perennials reach at least two or three meters. If they are
thriving and vigorously shooting up, they can begin to sprawl and lose their upright,
clump-forming habit. If this happens, it is usually best to cut them back; otherwise, they can
look untidy and can be difficult to maintain.

As mentioned, the cut stalks are excellent material for organic mulch or they can be
propagated to make new plants or even harvested. Other than this, it is simply a case of
removing any dead, withered foliage.
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